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‘traitors daily try to peddle to uss

WHAT IS THE RED MINER?

The red riner is produced by nmembers and suppériers éf WORKERS
POWER, We are a revolutionary,organisationathat'has set itself the task

" of building a new revolutionary party in order to overthrow
. capitalisn - notionally -and infernaticnally, . o

The miners! strike gave us tons of evideﬁbe,offhow-far,the bogses are

. prépared-to g to defend their wealth and bregk up-working class
. organisations. On their side is the gncui¥iaons machinery of the police,

the:qourts and the press.

‘The miners! strike also showed all %co grophically just how inadequate
the traditional workers organisations were in:the face of guch an

‘ enemy, The NUM's traditional trade union militancy proved no match for
" the bosses set on waging a political wax against the miners. . British
““4rade union officialdom isolated and then betrayed the miners, They
' were desperate to keep thémselves out of an all out fight with the
. Tories that would have threatened thelr salaries and cogy chats with

the bossess ‘ . e .
' The Laboux Par%y leaders hated the miners' strike like the . plagues

It challenged their basic 1lié that workezs could only defend  themselves
" and advance their intcrests through "advancing the Parliamentary careers

of Kinnock, Hattersley and cos To their careerigt minds it threatened

Tabour's electoral credibility against the Tories. It threatened to

“rip the veil off all the institutions that these traitors, along with

the bosses hold up as heutral and sacred ~-M@ther’Parliament; the police,

the courts, the judges. No wonder they stabbed the miners in the backe
It challenged the myth of haxmony between_workers and bosses that these

. However it wan not only the Labour Party that was found wanting. The
Commmunist Party prides itsclf on its leverage within the NUM!'s official-
dom, Yet how did it use 1%? 1t is politically commitied fo securing and
helding on to any official position at any coste. It uses these official
positions to court people they like to dress up as "glies" of the

" working class. These'alies" come in many shapes and sizess But most

usually they are the sort that a good picket, rolling solidarity action

or the fight for a geheral strike would send seuttling for cover, In

the miners! strike their darling "ally" was the ¢lergy. The bishops
and vicars were supposed to posses supernaturgl powers to sway !public

opinion' to the side of the minorse,e.as long.as the miners did not
~offend-the-opinions-of"the“blergy;"As-airesult - mainly in Wales, but

also in Scotland ~ the miners were evermore foreed o trin their sails
so as not to offend an imaginéd bunch of "allies" ranging from farmers

d nationalist teachers. right through $o bishops and folk. singerst

The South Welsh leaders thoughi it better %o m@:thback.withﬁth@“ﬁlessing

‘of thesc characters than to stand-firm sgainst Thatcher. 'Unity' is a

marvelous thing if it is between the right forcese But the working class
ﬁas no need for unity with those who seek %o deny -us full victory or the
Yight o use the militant tactics necessary to securc it :

The miners! strike found the troditional politics of the British
workers movenent wanting. But it also showed quite how useless were the
offerings of %he many would be "revolutionary" groups within the labour
novemeht. Throughout the dispute the Newsline, Socialist Agtion and
Socialiwh Organigér heaped nothing but praise on the tactics and: -

stratogy of the NUM leaders. They may not have liked each other but

fhey all sang the same song whatever they clained. Militant was fixed
on its own project of transforming the Lobour Party which is controlled
by the Parlismentary geng and the TUC burcavcrats, into the instrunent
for passing a resolution in favour of socialism $hrough the tMother of
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Parliamentsts As a result for most of the strike they raised their heads
no higher than asking for the TUC to call a one day general strike -~ and
logically a next day return fo work -~ in support of the miners!

A1l these failings were, in the opinion of the Red Mihér political
failings. None of these groups fought for the building of a party that
would be organisatienally (SO & SA are Labour Party buildrrs) or politically

: ( the WRP had no essential differences with Arthur Scargill and the Labour
" Left during the dispute) separate fron the Laboux Party,.

The SWP claimed o be made of dlfferent stuff Thcy'occa531onally
criticiged Arthur Scargill and, more often, criticised his licutenants. Yet
throughout the dispute they had no political strategy for ‘winning the
strike ex¢ept to:collect nmore levy money and, strepgthen’ plckct lines. In
the name of 'bu:leJ.nb a "mass" party they offered up warried’ up vor51ons of

. what waz already being done by many. of the best mllltants.

Alone on” the left WORKERS POWER fought for:
¥a national strike ratified by a show of hands at mass nectlngs agalnst
the bosses ballot AND against non-aggression pacts with the scab officials
in the Midlands coalfields, that the left on the NEC had made and honoured
right through the gtrikes
*for the NUM and their supportcrs to fl&ht for gcneral strlke to beat the
‘Tory Governfient, :
- *For a national rank & file movement of miners %o hold: all. of the NUM
~leaders to account, to guard against any attempt to sell the miners short,
and “to’ prov1de the bagis of a revoluticnary leadership of the NUM,
| ¥Por- the niners 4o -take their place as the front ranks of the construction’
of a new communist party just as they did-back in the:1920's. The building
of a new revolutionary party remains the nogt crucial task facing nilitant
HiNCTSe Only through its construction can the lessons of the grent strike
~be learnt and transmitted to other workers. Only through building a new
. revolutlonary party can we creatc the class arry that can Tight and
-destroy thestinking capitalist system, a system that threatens all
. workers with the prospect of permanent strubglu oxr the oroslon of their
- rightsy 11v1ng ‘coriditions and organlsatlons. :

" The Red Miner dedlcqtes itself to building the nuCleus of thﬂj party in
" the coalfields.. It does so with the confidence that thousands of miners
‘have seen and 1earnt enough in the great. strike to play. a leading role in
‘building a new party. This party will lead the working class. to victory,

N

f IHE NOB IS HITTING Ug HARD ~ WE MUST HIT BACK.

"You have called me bastard rloht through your strike, now you're
g01nb to dlscover Just how right you were." : \

. 8o spokc the nanggér at Ashern pit, Doncaster. Thls is a sure s1gn of
- the new tough line the NCB are taking., Not only are they pushing ahead with
closures, they are imposing a new reﬂlme in every worklng pite

- In many pits water mongy;ha5~been taken fron us. New ghifts have bcen
imposed, In many cases the bogses have cut our wages by making us work
dlfferent Jobs. Everywhere 1ocql agreements are under threat.

clawed back by the NCB. At Klveten Park The managexs were refu51n& fo
recognise- the- NUM'S right to negotiates In Kent riners have been threatened
with the szck for using time honoured words like "scab", In Scotland a
- massive redundanoy programme is belnb foroed through, wlth thc 11ke1y
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well before the strike stnrted - hod the finnl word,
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€,00C jobs in the arca,

Zris cffensive can be fought, Short strikes at Kiveton Park, Markhan in
- cxih Zerbyshire, Kent and the Phurpacite plant in South Weles have
snown that the spirit of the great strike lives on. -

<% the noment defensive measure are vital,Zvery threst rust be nmet
by instant response acticns. For this some form of shop steward type
systen is vitel. Only union men actually on the joh can noniter
nanzgenent!s actions and act with the authority of the union, 4ny belief
that we can compromise our way out of the new nanagenent regime is an
illusion. As another manager, this time at Rogington, Doncaster, said;
"things will not be going back o normal, things will @o where I want
then o go," :

WHY WE NEED A RANK AND FILE MOVEMENT, - -

The ‘ending of the gre~t strike showed crucinlly why miners need o
ronk ond file movement. The strike wos kick-storted ond held- together by
thousnnds of ronk ond filc militonts, At the battle of Oxrgreave these
militonts were in the front line., In the foce of bocksliding by the
leaders these militonts held the line, When the lendership recommended

- colloborotion with the sequestrators in December rank and file pressure

stopped the rot,

Yct when it care to deciding whother or not to go brck to work these
nilit nts were nor orgeonised to reject the surrender. They were outside
the conference chonting defionce, But the delegnte "conference - clected

‘Mhny rilitonts went back to work reluctantly, but took Arthur
Scorgili's words that "the fighi goes on" ~g good coine The hollowness of
those words was revenled in the days nffer the delegote conference when

‘pickets fron Kent were told by officinls in Yorkshire thot they were

not welcome, Branch cfficicls led hundreds of workcrs nceross o Kent
picket linc at Cortonwood, :

For from.fighting on, the lendership have told the sncked niners thot
there is little the union con do to help them., The sacked have been
told o sign~on the-dole, The 50p levy ballot reject wos the result of
two thingse On the one hand, after calling the bnllot the leadexrship

- did nothing to compairn for a yes vote, Demornlisation was left o do

its dirty work, At the some tinme there was no rank ~nd file movencnt
thet could hnve forced the lenders to net ond campaign independantly,
Mony militants were possive partdcipants in the bellot not fighters for

- the right result.

The leadership ore retrenting oven further, This explaing why they
have -alled off the overtime ban, The decision by the delegnte confer-
ence to do this mokes o mochery of the identhat "the fight goes on'.

Arthur cleims o have supported keeping the bane. The problem was he did
nothing %o orgnnise his rank ~nd file supporters to stop the retrent,
Instecd he is still insisting tht the miners have alre~dy won a victory.

- He told -Kent mincrs at the March 28 NEC thot the struggle itsclf was

"a victory", This flics in the face of reanlity. It does nothing to
organise thc militants, regroup the fighting forces and prepere the
necessary counter-attack ngninst the NCB.

These tasks must now be trken up as o motter of urgency by the
militonts.



- 1465

The April 13 Rank and File miners conference mast be o springboard tc
permenent organisation. ThHe delegatcs rust loave the meeting clenr $hotd
their job is- to pull together. ALl militonts cormitted Yo holding the
line agoinst the NCB and the NUM copproriserss Regular ncetings to plan
work in the wnion ot bronch and aren level rust-be helds Bulletins and
leaflets rmust publicise the NCB's attacks and put forwnrd the ways o
regist them, The campaign to win reinstatenment - lcbbies, denonstrations,

attempts to win pits to work to rule within the terms of thc Mincs ond
Quorries Act - rust be organised by the rapnk and file. '

If the demornlisation expressed by the ballot result is allowed o
spread then it will reach the militants. Activists who werc at the fore-
front of the"sﬁnikenwillubevtempted”ﬁﬁ opt out for the guite life

~of “passive union nenbers, The right wing will profit throuvghout the union.
The left wing will ccunsel further retrents in fhe hope of saving their
control over the union machine. We can-only stop this if we stoart
oxganising, Build the rank and file novenent now!

- THE PITFALLS OF BROAD LEFTTSM,

Now the strike is over mony militants will be working out ways of how to
win the scob arens over to the left. Alrendy Jin Colgan has fended off
o challenge from the right-wing Eery, in the Midlands. Chadburn and
Richardsons, however, have been replaccd by the scabs Lynk and Prender-
gorst in the NEC. '

The tempiation will be to rcly on the 0ld stople of Broad Left
convassing to win elections and graduclly goin control of Notts. After
a1l this was the method thot brought Scargill, Heathfield and MeGehy
to office. This temptation rust be avoided.

. Broad leftisn is not what the rank and file needs The Brood Left is
an alliance of convenience for purely electoral purposess When it comes
to action the Broad Left will frognent. Sorie . of its nembers will betray,
others will want to fight but have nc rank ond file tc.carry on the
fizht withe This iﬁ vhat happened in the strike. One wing €ece the Broad
Left arcund South “ales copped outs Ofthcrs, like Scargill had nothing
on the ground %o throw into actibn_independently. ' -

The fragnentation is continuing, Only kent, Yorkshire and Durham voted
to continue the overtine ban, What of left-led Scotland and South Wales?
'McGahy and Williams no longer wont to fight. Arthurenakes this clear
seying: "The position of Peter Heathfield and Arthur Scargill has been
well knowne" Notice, Mick McGahy is not mentioned. He copposed the over-
tine bons . : :

The lesson is that an electoral machine is not suited to fighting
enything except clections. And then the results of elcctions depend on
mch bigger things then how well the caucuses have been organised. They
depend on whether the workers feel confident or denoralised.

We nced to corbat demoralisation and build confidence, *To do.that wc
need a rank and file moverent bascd on clear fighting policies. Of course
we should stand rank and file candidates in elections. Of course we will
support the left condidate, while not hiding our criticisms. But we will
not throw all our eggs into the elcctoral baskets Wo will organise in
the pits ond arcas for o fight with the NCB and the right. That way we'll
nake sure we can win elections at every level in the union as waell,




- 1466 .

WHAT WE MUST FIGHT FOR.

Unleds we know what our nims arc we wiz'T To Il - ST T heTa
A ronk and file movenment rust have = elerz ZZi =" —.. T T
thnt defend every miners interest egainst <ne % -ro . T Z..1 o

that lead $o a struggle to destroy capitalist,

E

At pit level we must organise to hold the line ocoirss iz
This neans a nossive inprovenent in union organisations we =3
elocted and accountabtle representatives for every shift, face end prxs
of the pite. & committec of such representatives should be the branch
committed; Fach cormitiee should produce sbulletin for informaticn and
compaigning purposes. Above all regular mass meetings in work tine if
this con be wony to hear grievances, plan acfion and maintain the union
ng the voice of $he men ‘shouléd become the norm. : . ‘

We rmet mointain the NUM as o notional union. After the defeat there
is a clear tendency to retreat back into the arens. The federalism of the
NUM and.the indcpendance of the arecs is strengthening this fragmente-
tions For the strikcrs in the minority crens fthis spells disagter.
Federalisn leaves then out of touch with their striking Alliess -
Leicceater's Dirty Thirty have been told they are no longer financial

members of the NUM.becausc their dues lapsed durdng the strikes Only a
"notioncl union can defend thesc lnds and others like them ih the
Midlands. We want cne union and cne rule book,

The naticnal union must be fullly denocrntice At the nonment it is
not. We wont o gee nll officinls sukject to regulor clections, o be
ccecuntable to the nen during their term of office, with the men
having the rizht to recall officialse We woent to see all. officinls podd
- the some wages . .as.o. foceworker enrns, We want to get rid of the
secret ballot altogether and nake mags nodtings  the decisdon making
bodies in the NUM. The delegnte conference was not truly representntive.
The ending of the strike showed this. We went a delegate conference made
up of clected represcntatives from every pit.with voting strengdh at
conference in proportion o the number of workers they represent. We want
 the unicn to build, support and fund the wives! groups giving them
" represcntative observor stotus, with spenking rights at every level
of the uniony ’

A denceretic union defonding riners has no place for hardened scabs
like Roy Lynch, Ken Toon and Jack Jones in it These nen prefer the
courts 4 the union branch or miners neeting, They stand with the
police cordon against the picket line. They rust be expelled and new
arcas of the NUM founded in the scab reglonse

" The strike has left us with unfinished business. The rank and file
novenent Tust organise to finish it off, We want the reinstatenent of all
victinmised nmincrs and ammesty for jalled minerse 4 uhion campaign cf
direct action - demos, a new overtime ban, work to rules and sgtrike
action = rust be launched, In the neantine we rmst gourantee financial
support and aid to the sacked; the imprisoned and theix families.

The closure of Bedwas and the proposed closures of Polmaise,
Polkemnet, Fronces and Bogside prove that the NCB butchers still ain to
cloge pits. We can only stop them with another national gtrike, But
a new strike will not just happen. Hard work is needed to build for it.
We rmst start in overy area to win the position that every pit
threatened with closure will strike; and every arca will back-that
strike with area actions By committing arcas to mutual support =
Yorkshire supporting Kent and Scotland and vice versa - we can rebulld ncw |
strength from the regionse We did this in the strikes of 1969 and 1970,
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Iy 1972 the national strike was nossible and victoiiaﬁé;dﬁbmﬁﬁéﬁhﬁa it .
again, now, . : : :

Against pit closurcs we demand new investnent and the taking on of new
labours We are egainst all rcdundancies - jobs arc not for sale, We want
shorter hours for the seme pay. To fight for those goals we need real
workers! control. This is not participation with the bosses. 1t is 2 daily
fight with them in which we exert our right to control manning levels,
the speed and hours of work, hiring and firing and decisions in the
closure of a.pit. In other words we fight for a veto by ws.on the NCB!'s
plans. . . - - . ' ' :

For. 2% years now we have not had a wage risé, We need to catch up. We
want to sce the end of the divisive regional procuctivity desls, In i¥s
place should be a national wage agreencnt based on the curzent highest
average ecarnings with highcst bonus congolidated into 1lt. As well as any
annual rises we zo-for we also want to protect our wages from price riscse
Wives groups and riners must monitor price risés and on the basgis of our
cosgt, of living index -~ not the nranagencnt!s or government's - we-want a

1% wage rise for cvery 1% rise in infletion,

- PBvery day of the strikc was a lesson in politics, The usc.of the police,
the courts, the dnti-union laws, the press and the DHSS, was all part of
‘politics. The scab role of the Labour Party leadership, Kinnock and co,
shoved that our strike had a political neaning. We gt not forget these

© lessonss We nust fight openly on o political, a revelutionary socialist
basis, against all the political weepons the bosses have, .This heéans
“calling Kinnock and co, and our own union sponsored MPs tohccount. It
neans building cn the links we node during the strike with other rank

and file workers in Britain and abrood. It means fighting 211" the way %o
make the NUM intc o reol class struggle union thet fights the bosses
evory inch of the way. If we succced then cur time of vengeancgon MeGregor
and Thatcher will definitely comc, _

"
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"JE ARE NOT GOING BACK",

Thatcher started .the miners! strike hoping that she could use the wives
to beat the miners. The gutter press heaped sncurnous praise on 2 tiny
muzber of fpetticoat! pickets at Ollerton. They hoped that wonen's domestic
isolation, lack of political cxperience and traditional involvenent in
‘the Labour movenent would set then againgt the NUM, The truth was quite
the reverse. Wives, girlfriends and women workers rallied arcund the
strike, It could not have been naintaincd without them.

~ Mogt of these women have no intention of going back to the life they
knew before the strike. fnd no wonder. They opened up a whole new world for
thensclvese They -discovered new skills and a new confidences, They discovered
solidarity. For that reaso wives! groups are rightly determined to stay
together. - o . ’ S

- Tn the wecks and nonths ahead it will be vital fo organisc regular
activitics and meetings. Iach group rust work hard te try and draw in new
recruits’from‘amongst the miners' wives, The danger of small groups of
activigts becoming isolated must be countered with a vigorous canpaisn
to riohbilise wives both around issucs connactod with the afternath of the
strike and around wider issucs. ” ' -

Groups rushe . o ) :
%commit thomsclves to actively campawgning on behalf of the socked and
imprisoncd miners and their faniligs.

o
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¥organise o progranfne of digcussicn on the political questicns that

were roised in.thoe strike - hov can women be emancipated, why are British
“troops in Irgland - fthése cre'the kinds of topics that should be
ﬁiscusseﬂ S
*they must organise o rally behind all nminers fighting sackings,

clogures aad snocd-u
*hrthur Scarg!

women‘g groups.to have associate

e groups et see fo it thoat this is nade

: Tney st nake sure that the groups have
obgerver rigrts i oevery level of the unicn, Buf at the same

$ine the decigi m“k-ng and policies of the groups must be entirely in

“he hands of the womsn thensclves. They nust put demands on the lodge
to guarantee 14 will: p”OVldL rbl-u carc and travel faCilities to enable
women 5o alvend the neevingse

*they rus* draw ap Sheir oun derends te negt the needs of the women in

ftﬂe commmiiics - (emands foxr nurscrics; adequate public fransport,
health core etc - ond organise fo fight through fthe local Labour
‘novenent bHodh flongside other vnions and in the Labour Party to achieve

“operationa

these goulsa : .
“pmegts 1 : i ﬁhe; st nainsain the links thcy hewve bullt with
Cochner of “woxl iﬂﬁ. ;“ss vorten and actively expand then, They rmust

t all workers In struggle as an independent

3

be puepareld new o ¥
force,  Ther onowsd
and in erdal o ceosond
initlotives. "

¥it igp vitel tho toe

th“ﬁr own funds to make this possitle
ccal lodge pu+t1n, a block on women‘s

cave a nasioeonal de‘ocrutlo org arls“tlon
and that thogs alio tegetner and organisco to fight for one.
A e WO F A - ¢onference is being planned by the
Midlanda Voments S0 ;Jwﬂnﬂf ng Comriittee, probably in April. It could

prpvi]e.ﬂn FI”“hauE aphﬂvf4pl+" for ngup t0 propose and discuss
fwvire gome time we mmud orgonise to force the National

”:s 2 mach, breoader "nd nore

W omon
T poonziie— : .

irati@ﬁ“hOT nly %c¢ the miners but to
venlsh workars; fthe Fords®

thet they cen fight Thatcher's

ine WOmCn of the mining comrunities the nonths

ge the launching of a real mass working clss

t backs. U
and ng+g ahe
woLcn* . LOVERSIL

v
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The I'EC is digruriing complying with the governnment’s anti-union lows. |
These laws alics “he jolges to guO"L cur funds, declare our strikes

illegal and utep cux pirbef nce cur defent the bosses have felt
‘confident enough o vze the love against pogtnont end eivil service
"workers. . : , '

The rebrpkt by iho wnionsg in the face of the laws rust stop. . Bvery
1odge,baanu; should send vescolutions to the TEC urging the continuation
of our policy of won~compliance with the lawse

e Y m B i Sr D a0 o T AR T YAk v 20 ey P A4 T ok B Bk @A R v B e . o, o o (i S S ek S o 1 A . P, et AL

DRLV“ SCAZ UNTC wal Cull OF WHE NUM. \

Tynk ané Preadergn @t ave holding o ¢ stol to the head:of the NUM.

e
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'Either the NUM carrics out the Tory policies thgy*WQnt cr they will refuse
to carry out national policy and split with the union altogether,

Along with the scab cfficials in S Derby and Leicegter they are waging
- a ruthless canpaign agoinst all those who challenge their plans to turn
their areas into compeny unions. With the blessing of the Tory judges they
gct rid of Richardson. Now they are declaring that union loyal strikers
are out -of membership and ineligible for office because they are behind
with their ducs.

. Lynk and his scabby crow want to establish an NCB loyal company union.
And they sxe out to do so with the full backing of top Tory advisers
like David Hart. Every move they have made has been clecred by a gang of
lawyexrs that have been put at their service. Every nove is caleulated to
break the strength of the NUM,

Lynk is relying on the NUM leadership to give him plenty of opportunity
to organise his forces. He reccently soid in a newspaper interview that
Arthur wouldn't expel him. All the signs fo date sugzest he's right.
.Militants werc offered rule 51 as o means of disciplining the scab

- officials. It was never used, There are no plans to discipline the scab
~officials even nove

The NUM nationally should immediately expel thp scab orea orgoniso-
tiongs To do otherwise is to allow a company union to organise in the nane
and with the hlessing of the NUM. Its poison will sgpread into the other
areas og the seabs link up with their miserablce counterports in the other
arcag. -Union leoyal militants will be left to their mercy., So too will the
wiion loyal wavercrs who - in Notts for example -~ are opposed to a breck
with the national union.

Only irmedinte and decisive action can stop Lynk, Prendergast and co.
If they are expelled then the NUM in the scab areas can be put in the
hends of union loyal strikers. In turn they can recruit to their ranks
_ from those who want o national union and o leadership that stands uwp to
"“the bosses. ' '

The cry will go up = " you can't do that it would divide and weaken
the union. It is perfectly truc that cxpulsion would divide the NUM, We
don't want 'unity' with the bosscs own agents. But this nove would not
weoken the union. By firmly breoking with company unionism and fighting
to-build a c¢lass strugzle union against Lynk, Prendergast, Tron and Joneg,
the NUM would have strengthened its ability to dcefend its members againgt
the NCB. It would recruit and organiscall the best elements, That is the
precondition for furning the scab creas of 1984/5 into fishting units of
a national class struggle union.

—— L - sy e et o —— ——— et ot

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST SPENCERISM.

The NUM!'s defeat will strengthen the honds of the scabs as it did back
in 1926, After the 1926 lockout non-unionism as well ns company unionisn
spread throughout the industry. The MFGD had 804,2%6 merbers in 1925,

By 1929 thnt figure had -dropped to 521,345, Labour MP George Spencer
ocstablished his own Notts scab union, In South Walcs Gregory's scab
South Wales union set up 107 lodges.

The botrayal of the TUC and the cefeat of the mincrs in the 1926
lockout left the ceal cwners free to dictate the torms of enploynent
and union nembership. In the ocean combine in South Wales"scab unionism
wag o condition of enployment, Despite a 1929 TUC ballot of Notts mincrs
voting 32,000 for the MFG3 and only 2200 for the Spenccrits the Notts

=8
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Mine wners reccgnised only Spencer's Mi, Small pockets of extremely
brave militents kept the unicn alive in the hershest of conditions.

Defeat also strengthened the hand of the Right wing leaders who stayed
within the MFGB, In Leicester, for example, the Miners Asscciation
accepted the conl owners conditicns as to who could, or could nct,
necotinte with thems They dumpec Jack Smith whe had been the areas most
militant leader., While they did not set up their cwn "non-political
union they sinply refused fc pay any denotions to the union's pclitical
fund. Betwcen 1928 and 1937 the Right wing Leicestor area made only one
smnll Conation,

On a notional level the MFGB Right adopted their own "new reszlisn
adopting o policy of working with the existing regional agrcenents
imposed by the owners at the end of the lock out, The Right took a
particularly tight grip on the Yorkshire arca.

This same Right wing leadership never challenged Leicester's
undeclared Spencerism, And when the rank and file were poised fo desiroy
Spencerisn in Nottingham the MFGB leadors - and the Labour Porty in the
form of Frmamual Shinwell - accepted George Spencer MP back into the
bureaucratic fold on his own terms,

¢ v ¢

The crucial fight agnoinst Spencerism in Notts was waged in Harworth.
In 1935 Notts MFGB membership in the pit was increascd from 7 %o 157.
They were sacked when they fought the owners over c¢irt deductions with the
the support of the majority of the workforce. In April 1937 the MFGR
recorded an cnourmous ballot majority in favour of a nctional strike
t0 secure recognition for the Horworth men. Spencerism could have been
destroycds. Yet the MFGB - under considerable pregsure from the Laboux
Party - agreed tc merge their forces with George Spencor,

They did sc on shameful terms. Gerrge Spenccr was to be President
and National Excecutive nember of the new fused union. Five full tiners
were appointed for life - thrcee of them Spenceritsse The new union
guarantced a no~strike deal for five years and agreed that "politics"
would only be discussed ot specinlly convened neetings.

Meanwhilc only 350 of the 1000 Harworth strikers got their jobs back.
Jock Kane = CP menmber and leador of the strike - was scnt cown for two
years hord labour.

In the nane of 'unity'! the scab officials were welcomed back into the
union while the best militants were left out in the cold.

IT MUST NOT HAPPEN AGAIN!
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Read Read Kead Read Read Read Rcad Read Read

'WHFERE NEXT FOR THE NUM' a panphlet
from Werkers Power explaining
the case for a niners!
rank and file
novenent, 25hp

o !

Also rendi~ WORKERS POWER (monthly newspaper)  25p

= both availahlc frem the address below =
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