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Before we outline our criticism of the group's development, it 1is
necessery briefly to stste the common ground from which we stert, We
sgree with the cherscterisstion of Russis ms "stste cepitslist”, and
with the position which flows from it: 'meither Wasshington nor MOSCOW,
but Internstionsl Socislism', We consider thet theories of '"workers'
stetes" and Ytrsnsitionsl societies' divorced from the proletarisn re-
volution snd dictstorship lesd to the displscement of the working class
ss the sgent of its own emancipation, Consequent upon this sbendonment
of the centrslity of the working clsss, '"orthodox!" Trotskysim hes de~
veloped & whole series of errors in its theory snd practice. These, WwWe
pelieve, the lesding theoreticlens of IS hsve outlined in ® number of
works vitsl to the further development of Merxism. We believe that I'roun
this work flows IS's prscticsl orientstion toweras the working clsss
end IS's potentisl in the struggle tO build s revolutionsry psrty.

Qur besic disagreément derives from the incompleteness of this develoo-
ment. Our view is thet IS's present conception of the building of the
perty renders it jncepsble of fulfilling this vitsl tesk which is 8

»

resl possibility in the coming period ~ one of enormous gpportunitles
for the revolutionsry left, |

We see messive struggles of the cless st s time of sherpening capitsl-
ist crisis. Incressingly these struggles pose problems to which the I&
group is best pleced to offer s politicsel snswer snd o precticel 1leod,
In s period when the nsture snd role of the trede-union lesdership, the
reformist end the Stelinist orgenisstions, is cslled into question in
growing struggles of wider snd wider sections of the cless, IS 1is faced

with enormous responsibilities,

Wwe consider thset the orgsnisstion has developed no sehse of direction
in the fsce of these possibilities. This hss immediste symptoms but
more profound roots. Where then do we point to this crisis of direction

in the group?

Let us look first st our industrisl work - which will be deslt with
more fully lster. This yeer hes seen no fundsmentel strengthening of
the work of our TU frsctions. 1t hes seéen the scrapping of our snnusl
industrisl conference. Tnstesd, our industrisl self-estimstion hes de-
pended on the hehind-the-scenes credibility gained from our work for
the Fine Tubes conference, on our sbility promptly to print leaflets
for the docks dispute (witness cde Higgins' Interim Doliticel Report),
ond on news, conveyed through the full-time grepevine, of 8 successiul
foctory group thet 1s opersting up the rosd or over the hill. Theseé 81—
legetions ere serious snd the ressons for the lesdership’'s incressingly
unsystemetic spprosch to the problems of building the psrty will be out-

1ined in our pletform.

The quietly decessed Autumm Minter cempsign, 2 crestion which produced
mope efforts in redefinition snd justificstion than it aid mesningful
growth for the orgenisstion, needs to be seen in the seme light. If the
cempeign wes born with verious definitions, renging from the grendiose
( remember the Campeign Committees In the locslities, linking up for @
Nstionsl Relly) to the epologetilc (NC members were later 1o explein
+het the cempeign wes just e meeting in esch sres) - it lived its 1.7
with no more coherence Or self-purpose, The lesdership provided ng G-
rection, with en sssortment of jumbled slogans snd. lerge numbers ol
1eaflets, of little or no politicsl content, distributed widely enncu2t
ing IS5 membership to be the curec for such socisl ills &s unemployment
end low psy. The meeting heving been held, tae posters hsving been
stuck up, the csmpalgn slid gently into the pest. Its results snd
lessons heve never been discussed or presented by the lesdership. For
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¢ the cosmpsign stends es & monument to the feailure of the leadership

ssriously to develop snd srgue for & politicel stretegy for the orgsonls-
stion in the present period, |

But the cempeign end our industrisl work &re not elone in thelir random
spproach, The guestion ¢ the Uzenden Asiens snd the subgeouent re-
furbishing of the ersenel of British rscism were responded to sdmi
py our orgenisaticn., The two Leicester demematretions stend witness
this., However, to mony cdes such sudden mobilisstion served to under-
“ine IS's previously inconsistent stiiltude towerds the fight sgeinst
waciam. When it resred its hesd in the lepour movement we moved, but v=
hed developed no consistent work in combetting this ever~present ob-
stecle to revolutionsry idess in the cless, uikewise, cur stlitude to
Tpiah work, Gde Harmen hes eiTectively sounded uhe deeth knell of i
work within the enti-internment lespue, erd the 1258t yeer hes seen & Ce-
¢lining involvement on the pert of IS in AIL demonstrovions., This
deliberstely unsystemstic spprosch 1s NOw (ot the time of writing: to

re s2dded to by s mesasive I5 turn-out on en ATT, demcnstretion et the o,
of JTenusry, 19753. By such shows of strengui 15 somebines impresses it
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self =5 to its own seriousness. bat feails to develon in & responsio
memmer this crucial eres of WOIk,

How then is the group held tcgetler in its present crisis oFf direction”

e T

moresgingly by the network of ristionel orgenisers - whet we would ool
o1y orgsniseticnel scluticn Lo & beaicelly politicel problem, In Tecg et
+he crigis we describe, the lesdership's regponse 1s 10 stronghhen Ths
contscet between the centre itaelf end particulsr sress of locel #&nd
nationel sctivity, The ides of feclory brenches is 2 perfect exsmple of

this method,

"~

e consider the snswer to lie in s Ferent direstion -~ nct in the
feation of edministretive corraunicst , but in the building of & sec.
conscilous demnoratic-centrelist orsrenisetion, There &re no sdministrei~

ive short cuts to this goel anc our ~ietiorm erpgues Tor ths changes
qeeded in the group's prectice 1 the goel 1is tO be schieved.

Thig document ettempis to pinpoint the politics end the presctice of the
group which 1lesd to its fsilure to respond cdequetely to the demends ci
the situestion. Prectice, morcover, which the leedership hopes to en-
shrine with scceptence of 1ts Praft Progremue, We Seek to gnow how our
politics have been sbendoned for more short-cut methods of bullding &m
orgenisetion. The group mey grow if its present direction is meintained,
put this growth will not be revolutionery., We sitend in denger o1
scuendering the reel possibility of developing o revolutionery lesCer-
ship in the working cless,

Tt is with the express &im of combriting these tendencies thet we heve
come fovwerd to build 2 Lefl Fecticn in I3, |
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The revelatlionsry perty is distinguilshed from ell cother werking-cless

orgenigsations by its commitment to bringing to the fore in snd through
every pertisl struggle the guegtion of the ensencipestion of the woriing
clegs, #nd by its infernestionslism. While this meens thet & revolutior. -
ary perty represents the working cless in the most complete fsesshion
politicelly, it is simulteneously true thet this is precisely whet
mekes it e venguerd; o selected minoriily of the cless, Beceuse 1t has
to be the meat advenced end resclute In eciion, becouse it hes Lo wnder-
stand theoreticelly the line of merch, tle conditicns and the methods
cf struggle, iv requires tne nsximumn of understending end discipline In
its members, The perty hes thus to be & vengusrd; 1ts members have ©o
be csdres,

But this rmust be eceomnenied by the recognition of the importsance of
the sponteneous mess struggles of the woriing class end of other op-
nressed socilsl groups, netvionslities, etc, Active periicipetion 1in
these struggles is whet distinguishes & resl venguerd party from e sect.
The perty ond its members perticipste in every struggle in order 1o

1

help reise the "spontenecus' pertiel or secilonel milisency into ¢
totel cless view — into the outlook of the prorty. In this sense, scoolsi:
ist consciousness ic develconed by the psrty, snd to this exitent eniors
the c¢lesss '"from outside’,

uch & perty cennot be bullt in £11 cirveumsiesnces - during & 1lcng

riod of capitslict boom, with s desulicry econcmic struggle rather
then cless ections of any megnitude, & smell group ceiling ltsell the
venguerd perty will become e sect, incrersingly living In & world of 1l-
lusions,

'3 {in
4

But in & situstion where the bettles of the clsgs ore incressing in
mognitude, when the ruling cless poses & sherp politicel challengs, &en
orzenisetion which simply "interprets' workers'® spontsneous responses
to this otteck in politicsl terms is feiling in its prime duvy. IS
tends more snd more to give & politicel, clsss gloss to the present
level of consciousness., To describe the dockers' sctions es "direct

-

politicsl enti~government ection striking right et the shem of perlisa-
mentery rule" (Interim Politicsl Report) is to pess from sn cbjective
description of the neture of the struggle to & wildly innecurste de-
scription of the understending of meny of the most edvenced militents,
tnd optimism sbout this sponteneous politicel development leeds to &
foilure to teke up the very work theat only revolutlonrries cen periorm,
Tt is up to us to explein '"the shem of psrlismentery rule'. As o metter
of frct, even the shsm of the Jones-Aldington report wes not exposed,
such statements ss "the 1972 exemple of the miners will not be 1ost on
the nower workers' (IPR) show the denger of over-estimsting tne
spontrneity with which workers drew lessons, and of under-estimeting

the tesk feclng us,

Receuse militency elone does not lesd to the sbendonment of reformist
consciousness, perticulesrly when this is es historicelly dedp~rootea «u
tret of the working cless in Britein, we cennot telk of simply Incorper-
sting into the renks of the perty sll sctive perticipents in these
struggles,

Such 2 perty would imegine 1tsel:l

o heve peneitreted different secticidu
oy i legionce, unleus
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of the cless, PBut, unless it hed won thwele politicsl & L
it hed commnletely overcome thelr sectlonal ~ONSCLOUSIIESS, their vyricr
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loyelty to their unicn opr their industry, such groups oi %o

represent interest groups within the perty. Our industris. _
would not be revelutioneries working in, sey, the &UEYV, buvr #n 7

lobby within the psrty. The perity would become £ confused tsngle -7 -
fering interests, and would be forced into compromises velween oo, -
creessingly immobile in its industrisl policy. This would cbscure T:ois

perty's representestion of the interests of the cless os & whole #nd o=
the cless inbernetionelly. For exemple, ths iumelliste economlc inter-
ests of e group of workecs nmight croineide with those of imperislism
(the Icelendic ccod-wer), snd, uwanless the perty 's members in such 2
industry were politicsl cedres first end {crsmcst, this might lesd
sericus distoriicn of the polltics of the orgenissation,

Onily e group with e clesr understending ol its own po.
progremme, cen clesrly estimete the ectlivity of el
cless g e whole, The importsnce of the msss orgsnise
(tredes unions now - scviets in & revelutionory S

onjs £ad tuoe
necessity of working within them, to win them to r :

~nen be mesningful only if the perty is scem ag o politicel vanguerd.

This, of course, dogg not mesn thet the perty is & tiny gect. o lesd
the working c¢lsss to power in an sdvenced country, the party woula, ghse}
realitv, need hundreds of thougands of membaers, bBut 1% would not be &

mesg perty - the perty would nos be identliicd wicn vie cless ss8 P
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whole,

—

the importance of non-perty renk-snd-~file orgenissticne, tinelr seperrrias
rnegs end succnomny., &t the seme time, it lesds te e Tellure 1o see e
g sn erene of struggle Tor socislist politics, end rests content witi

tying them to the perty orgenisstlonslly.

A Mell-inclusive" view of membership lesds to s feiluvre To appragali:-uo

-y

These ere in meny ways prceblems of the fuuure, but, if we &re Serigiigly
puilding the periy", then there sre flreedy in 1& the seeds of the
wrong =pproach cn £ll these points. To believe thet this is the time o
recruit, but I3 hes recrulited in wey thet discourepes the politicel
development of the "recruite™, The tesk, one of citreme urgency, is to
creete £ lerge end highly developed cadre in the working cless,

Y

we do not believe thet we or snyone else hes e blueprine Ior the prray;
or that ¢ tradition holds the key to this guestion, Leninism, like #lerx-
ism, is not = collection of dogmes, butl, €8 &n interaction ¢f theory

end prectice, £ method which revolutioneries hsve to leerm to use

sfresh in new circumstsnces. I8 believes thet the bullding of o revol-
utionery psrty is c¢n the order of the dsy, yvet the leedership hes nat
reslly feced up to the politicsl problems this poses. Obvliously Duncen
Helles thinks thsy sre solved by declering our edherence to ‘"the commun-
iet tredition® end by educsiting the membership in whet hes hsppened

from 1847 to the present dsoy. But to creste # party from sn sgitetionsl

[

roup such #s IS is e tremendous guslitetive tesk - nre~eminently &
anliticel one., This tesk cennot be uncderteken simply Dy educating caes
n & tredition, but only by developing them in the use of the lLeninict
metnocd, To ths leedersship, however, the chenge 13 firstly quentitetive,
orgenicetionel, Funbers &re, of cource, fer from unimportent, penetreu-
ion of g1l sections of sdvenced workers 1is sbsolutely vitel, but simi.l-
Lamnecus to this growth must occur ¢ tremendcus chenge in the conisaliiu
negs ena cepebilities of the members - all members, The group must o
velop & coherent politicel strategy, £ Drogroume, snd must chenge 1T
(re

org

nisation into 2 reslly democretic centralist one.

The lesGerghin hes not ss yet teken the guestion of the psrty serilc
T+ seems to present no theorseticel pronlens to them end tous @ whole
series of practicel issues ore in the ubnost confuslicy within the golobd,
Cdes CLiff snd Helles sre guite heppy witl the formulietion tnet "we
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ship of the proleterist end in the cless goesl of 2 Yorkers' Republic,

. we hsve, therefore, correctly emphecised the need to bulld an Indeps 371 G
ent revoluticnery socielist pa;ty. To introduce these principles, now-
ever, ss tecticsl slternstives to & supposedly benkrunt end PGCCtiGH?Py
"netty~bourgeois républicanism®, to counterposg the socielist end

e e ek A MRS F

netionisl struggles, is to edopt e thoroughly false esnd dengerous posit-
Lorm.,

L3 o result, the leadership of IS hes no coption but grossly to mis-educ -
“te the membership snd our periphery - for exemple, ON th@ sp-celled
Mindividuel terrorisn” of the ltd4, Bourgeois notions of Ylesw end order
go unchellenged. bomblings snd ssssssinstiong ere seen es eslternstives
to mees ection, they are not evalusted in Merxist terus of their ralet-
ion or non-relation to such ection, Then, when cde Halleg refers to
Protaly s criticisms of terrorism, he mict deny that there is & wer Le-
ing fougnht in Irelend, For Troteky steted, in the seme pessags, thet
tnese criticisms did not hold in conditions of civil wer, Llkewlse, thea
s1legedly ‘bankrupt! revublicen forces posed & problem in bringing
oabourt the ebolition of S+ ormonit. S ned demended this, but & resrssess-
ment of our ettitude to the republicean movement was avoided with o
bresth~taking about~turn. The overthrcw of Stormont beceme & “defest™

which simply '"retionslised" impericlist rule,

1

hes net teen reached simply s # P@bllt oL

But this state of effeirs

the pressure of British chesuvinism. The division of the working cless
in the North hes Ffor IS obscured the netionel cquestion, aﬂd tbwb the
rneed to egitste sround the slogsn - ”“upbo“t the IRA sgeinst British
;mperlelﬁam” This emphssis on working-cless divislon 1S &N aedsptetliorn

to @ puresly tppede-union' outlcok - leading to the 111u81om thet mili t-

ency in the economic struggle could unite Protestsnt snd Cetholic first,
end thst only then could the struggle ﬁgﬁznsu imperialism go forwerd.

The only reel beasils for unity is of course the development of consdcicua-—
ness of amperislist exnloitetion by P“o+estsnt snd Cetholic slike, Ths
socislist snd netionel struggles ere ncv Iin reality opposed.

he common market

The key tessk of the orgenisetion &t the time of the Common iMsrket de-
bete wes to oppnose the development of the weve of enti-Europesn
cheuvinism within 11 sections of the lebour movement, But IS did nod
odopt en sgitetionsl position to combet this weve, True, the orgenis-
9t10n ﬂdopted the formelly correct slogens: -

1., Ageinst the Common Merket

2, ézainst Deily Express cheuvinism

3o For the Socislist United Stetes of Europe,
But this position, one of revolutionery internetionelism, wWss, in prect-
ice, diluted down to whet wes thought possible to srgue within the wo 11
ing cless. Qur opposition to the Commen He serket did not go hend-in-liend
Wlbh opposition to British cheuvinism, In our votes in TU brenches, e0C;
our opposition to the Common Merket wes allowed to exist separeste from
cur other two slogrns., We insist thet our vote couid heve been given
roeinegt the Common Merket only on the besis of opposition slso to
B-itish chsuvinism. The leedership of IS meinteined thr t & stsnd on ell
three points would spilit the "left" snd thus ccncede victory to the
right, But we should heve srgued thet the responsibility for eny vote
lost to the right lsy precilsely with the CP and Lsbour ”Lef+s” in theig

refussl to bresk witi Brltluﬂ chayuvinicm., We should heve been sbstentl-
sonist on the slternstives cf little-IDnglendism ennd the kurope of the
Monopolies.
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The problem of recism is thst of the dominence of imperielist idess in
the werking clsss, IS hes correctly end reletively consistently exposed
the lies of the rscists, eg by steting the focts thet more people leeve
the country then enter it, #nd thet the sociel system, not immigrentis,
is to blame for sppelling housing conditions and unemployment, These
fects sre brought to the fore by the corzentisstion whenever fascilem
reors its ugly heed. This is not, Lowsver, gresping the recist bull by
its hormns, but by its tail, Moy d8 the tesik of fighting rscism msrely
one of unltinb black end white In f»r tcry cstraggle, The prcblem of the
Ugenden Asisns waes & resl divide betwesn bleck snd white involved
shoulder-to-shoulder in the militent s+ru,sle of the kuilding workera'
strike, IS is quite right to see the tsctory Iicor o8 Lhe besic srene
in which to teckle racism., But this can -e done orly py consigtent werg
to exnose snd oombat the fundsmentel & ~ticns of lerge sections of

# ive supoort from white woril-

S
tile working cless, and by °g1t9u_1 for scvo
srg Por 211 forms of immigrent seli-defsnce fgeinst heressment end &x-
nloitetion., Only oo the besis of 3h1“ coitsistent work cen be Iorged &n
snti~recist presence witnin tuu leeding elements of the working clesg,

n'l

We congider +bgt I8 hes not tsken this work seriously in the pest, lis
response to perticulsr eévente has been o committed one (eg the Lei-
cester demonubvetloﬂ$3 but ite work hss bheen demineted by these perile
uler events wh¢»n'qeemed to thresten o raplid growth of fascismn, rether
then by & commitment to the fundemental tesk of combetdting en CVET - DIe—
gent Pe"ism in the British working class, ~ |

~

CONCLUSICN

Tn its feilure to eodovt end fight for sn internstionslist progremae,
snd its unw1111ngness to confront the obstecls of British cheauvinisn,
IS is not building sa intermstionslist cadre within the working cless,
In & period of ‘sociel crisis, of which Aldershot geve us the faintest
whiff, this presents an 1nsupereble bsrrier to the building of the Tre-
volutionsry perty.

\\/\/// ﬁ///
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4 centrel obstecle Lo the building of e revolutionery perty in the next
period is the hold which reformist idees heve not only upon the messs of
the cless but also upon the venguerd. The "long boom" after the wer,
snd the ensuing experience of & politicslly 1mpoverlshed economic
struggle, heve nurtured this conscicusness in the working cless, Hven
to begin to win the whole of the c¢less ©o revolutionery soclelist polit-
ies, we heve first to conceritrete £ll our energies on tiae venguerd,
This crucizl stratum csn be won only through & fighting Merxist pro-
gremme, Such e perspective reoquires thet we locste the Key aress wher
we csn contect the vengusrd snd demonstrste, in prsctice, the superic
ity of revolutionsery politics end the bankruptecy of reformist idess,.

IS hes correctly cherscterised-the TU buresucrecy es & ceste belencing
between the bourgeoisis snd the proletsriest. The prcblem of the bur
crecy 1is, thus, not simply its higher weges, its inebility to be re-
celled, or its whisky-chets with Heeth, The besic problem is the refor-
ist world-view whicn flows Ifrcm its bale chfg positicn, A8 & result cr
this, it will s=lweys betrey in vime of crisis, Cur propsgendes must,
therefore, snalyse the reformism of the TU buresucrecy - #nd of its



reletion with the Lrbour Party. Qur sygitstionesl demends Tor renk-end-
file control of the unions must be seen to flow from this sneslysis,

At times of mess sction, the TU lesders cs=n be pushed Fforwerd (though
in the lest enelysis they will elweys vecillete), But this presgsure
from the c¢cless is filtered through the buresucrecy into the Leovour

crty - note the role of the 3cenlon-Jones block-vote in the "left
shift" of the lsst Lebour confsrence, #And this reletlionship between the
cless end the LP is further medisted by the Perlismentery LFP, wlth the
result thet the LP never simply retflects o movement in the cless, While
the LP pleys & key ideologicel rocle in the meintenencs of cspitslism,
its hold bresks 2t times of the self-sctivity of the working cless, SO
it is ot thess peoints thet we s8 revolutioneries must ceek to draw ous
the politicel lessons of reformism, Struggles like the docks dispute
nd the rents bettle, where lerge edvenced sections of the cless do now
1nok to the LP for e leesd, ore exemples oi this, -

Our criticism of I3 is thet it does not teckle this problem asdeguetely.
Cur tsesks must be to: | | | | |

1. Put forwsrd concrete programmes of action which cen lead the
class to perticuler victories without reccocurse to the LP, We
mest clesrly dissgree with those critics of I3 who ergue thet we
should drsw the refcrmists into the centre cf the struggle in
order to discredit them. This sows unnecessery illusions in the
12, '

2, Fight with the eless for perticulsr reforms, eg Tor hignher
perisions or egeinst welfrre cutsa.

3. Plesce centrel to our egitstiocnrsl snd propesgendist work those ds--
mends which sserve 22 bridges between the dey-to-dey struggle nd
socielist idess, Demends which both politicslly end orgenissticon-
olly carry the cless forwerd to revolutionery ideesz, These Ca-
mends must flow from our progremme, €g work or full pesy, no in-
comes policy under cepitelism, full independence of the TUs frcm
the stete, councils of ection to Fight the Industrisl Relgavions
Act, '

4. Consistent propegends work on the experience of the lest Lebour
government, with a view To eXposing the politicel sssumptions of
reformism - the mixed economy, the neutrslity of the stete, etc,

We egrce with cde Helles thet we fight for both reformist snd trens-
itionel demsnds, But we do not do so in the form of the six demsnds
which IS puts forwsrd ss conditions to be pleced by the TUs on the next
Lebour government: | L o

1. Unconditionel repesl of enti-union lsws, | ~ |
Restoretion of 11 welfrfre cuts - no cherges, no selectlviity..
An end to unemployment -~ work or full psy, o
No .incomes policy under cepitalisn,
Repeel of #11l recist legisietion, : |
Renstionelisstion, without compensstion, of sll sectors of
industry returned to privete hends, ' |

Ch b O3 D

(IS Journel 48)

Tnis jumble of reformist (eg 6) end trensitionel (eg 3) demsmds, direct-
ed ot the LP, will do no more then serve to reise and sustsin illusions
i1t the LP. Cnly e lsrge workers' revolutionery perty, committed to re-
voluhbionery politics, csn hold the LP to sccount for & progremme of dg-
mends in the eyes of the cless., The tesk of bullding such sn orgenis-
~tion necessitetes & clersr progremme of demends which bridges the gep
between the dey-to-dey struggle snd conscilous socleslist idess, These

~re the demende which must sct s the centre of our egitetion to eXxposec
the politicel rottenness of refcrmism, end these ere damends to which

we do not seek to commiv the LD,

15's ides of using reformist demends to expose reformism is besed on
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the notion thet since systemetic reforms are no longer possible under
capitelism, then 'the struggle for reforms 18 trensformed into & revol-
utionery struggle! (I8J 52). But., firstly, though we eccept the imposs-
ibility of systemetic reforms et the present time, this does not rule
out temporery concessions on the pert of capitellsm ss sn a2liernstive

o revolutionsry crisis. Secondly, such & crisis depends on the idees
which predominste within the working cless, TFor instence, the Germen
working cless of the &7s ¢id not breex with reformism even though 2eplit-
elism wes incepeble of reforms. It Zeliled beczuse nc revolutionery

perty existed to develop @ strevegy tc overccme reformism, British work-
ers will feil likewise unless revolutioneries live up to this historic
tesk,

T COMMUNIST PARTY

The socisl--Gemocretic theory end prectice of the CP derives Irom the
politicel imperstives of "soclellism In cne country"., The wvictory of
Stelinien in Ruseis cistorted the politics of the young COFP into & de-
Fence of the russien metionesl interest", both in words end in & polit~

jcal practice wvhich subcrdinessed the Iuiterest of the working cless o8
policy of “not rocking the boat", But, Dbod: iy

U
Y i ayse oF itg revoluvionery
rhetoric, Steliniom represects ths bigugest Lerpier to building ¢ Y EvO L
utionsry perty both internetlonslly end in Britein, Hence & key Lesk
for IS is tn win the membership of the CP to revoiutilonsry socislism,

IS must ettack the socizl-domocrstic 1llusions snd thelir Stelinist bege,
in propsgende #nd debste, Such work must reise not orily the TU struggic,
vut elso the internstiorel end historicsl record of bBtelinism. At the
seme time, IS should, =t 211 levels, issue celle for united-Iront worx
on specific guestions, Such cells must o€ issued st 211 levels when the
struggle is sufficlontly sericus thet the renk enid file of the CP wlill
see the folly of split renks, If their leedership rejects our cell, we
cen thus demor.strats their 'unsericusnsss' - if they eccept, then our
cdes through coantbtect with their renk eand file cen dsmonstrete the super-
jority of cur politics in prectice, Sucla cpproecches must, however, be
besed upon & clesr politicsl understending of whet we are doing, where
the weekness of the CP lies, end must be vigorously principled.

CONCLUSION

Reformism hes deep snd historiec roots in the British working class, We
csnnot hope to fight it by relying on the impending crisis to chenge re-
formist ideas into revolutionery, Nor do we need merely to point to its
noticesble orgenisstionsl decsy. Only the consistent fight sgeinst re-
formist pnlitics wherever they ers posed, end & clear struggle for de-
mends which consciously challenge the lews of cepitelism snd reformiem,
only this cen equip us in tne fight, We do not consider thet our pre-
sent tectics offer us e resl stretegy to fight reformism, |
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71C CENTRALY

T@e need for o centrelised perty should not be posed, as it is by I8,
simply in terms of the need to reply in kind to ths centrelised fowc;e
0F the ceplitellist stete, The revolutionery povty embodies the highési*
claag-conssiousness, It ettemnts 5o recruilht advenced militsnts in order
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to become the reel leadership of the workine cleses. 1t formulstes the
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cctivity - end its inner 1ife end orgenisetion exist to these ends, mhe
politics sre centralised - from the experience snd debete of the members
through the brenches snid other strustures bo the nstionel conflerence

ond BC - from the dsbete end decigsiong of the conference snd NOC vhrougznh
the verious structures to the members, The centralism, the subordinet-
sion of the lower orgens to the higher, serves » politicel purpose., Le-
cisions seriously errived-et must be sirictliy implemented to prove in
prectice their correciness or erroc. cuch discipline needs ¢ serious-—
neas sbout polivical decisions, end, Lo be efyvective, needs =21lso the
promotion of dcbete amdng tlhic member anin,

But 19 is Geveloping o csricsture of democretic centrelism, The higher
orgens are increasingly closed t0 the lower. The merbhera cf the G seen
incressingly bound by & cobinet-tyrs responsibility with their digsgred-
ments riob talken Lo the menbership., For exsnple, =t the LlLest conference,

U membema were nct ellowed to speck egainst polics ctetements ol the
N - L > & J
NG 25 £ whole. OF course, this unheerd-orl procedure merely sggravated

by 2 ‘-0 "’: '—!‘1 -, . L E e LI 3 ": u‘. ™ -\ =3 ™A ~11" 1 2 . - . L -~ '—\"-
+hhe gsitustion wiRerae gy or iticiem cI group I:.)Ol 1Ccy 18 seen &8 o thirzet.
1
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The nenbers and 0S84 seruectures come o stHnd s igolenad unius ~ ¢
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cpeinst the "centrel, e moncilihic bloa of the edninistretion end Toe
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Obviousiy, no orgsnisstion could long hold togethsr in these circunmsl -
enices. The nececeity of incressing aunbors of fnll-tiners - genuine 10
on expending orgenicatlon - is evougereted snd distorted by thag need
for & commend structure, #nd the conversion of the Industrisl cenfeo-
ence into & rally one Jool, with itas ebendenment the next, contrituten
further to the stemisstion of the mombevahip - 28 weuld the proposed if-

oy likewise does not act sg the peper of # demncretic centreliilst orzon-
igetion., It should reflect end itecly encourage politicsl debate wiihin
the group (¢g with NO end EC stetements, end dissenting views), SW
should, with trhe pulletin and The iournel, heip vrepers for the nesion-
=1 end industrisl conferences. Thev snould repncrv, =5 fully as gecurrity
permits, on the debetes end decisions, end should help ©O implement

+nese Jdecisicns,

But democratic centrelism demends primerily o cedre orgoenisetion, Cur
ripgt £im must be to fight for our politics in end through every
struygle - snd this 18 not Ycommentating from tae sidelines’, The mcre
dipect our roie, the better mist our memboers be sble To argue political-
1Y Recruirtment must, therefore, be on & pcliticel besis - under-—
atending of our progremme, ~nd the sbiliity to pley en sctive pert In
fighting for 1it. Contscts must work regulerly, end b involved in polit-
jesl discussion, with the group, befors membersahip., e oppose the "sizn
them up &nd educeste them leter' spprosch which nes chersctzrised the
nellies of the "Fight tne Toriea™ cempeipgn end 1ltg precursor.

~
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To creete snd meintsin o cadre membership reguires, however, & elelel
deel more then e clesrer idee oFf recruitment. It #£1ls0 requivres more
then en eleborete sducetloned scheme, more then cadre end advencec
csdre schools, Democratic censrelist orgsnisetion itgelf brings to~-
zether politicsel tpeinins end prsecticel activity. But to do this it is
necescery Lo give pricrity to the building of & regilonel, 21;4 where
possible 8 district, structure, Tnere should be reguler aggregates
shere the sroup's politics end both locel end nationel decisions shoulo
pe discussed., Mmd these aruregstes must be sble +to stbmit resolutions
to the netionel conference end NO. The resions end districts should
heve elected committees regpongible to conference end the NC for the
work of their brencheg, and full-timers end D0 menh20s should be sup-
ject to the discipline of tiese committees, uniess thwey heve instruct-
ions to the contrsry from the netionsl orgenisstlon,
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Pinelly, our industriscl snd TU frections must be consciously strengthen--
ed, They should hold reguler sguresgstes, end en snnuel industrisl coni-
ference, not & reily, mist be &gble to debete motiong from our TU caes,
g well ss Jrom the ITndustrisl sub-comnmittee., This conference snd the
frection esougregetes, l1lke the sree agyregsetes, must be eble to submiv
resolutionw to the neticnel coaferemce ana.ms - enid es much of this :sn-
ternel 1ife =5 security permits must be visible to our periphery, to

the militants groupsed sround the renk-snd-1file pegpers, end to the resd--
erg of SW,
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Tuncen Holles hes seid thst "ths fundsreatel bosis of the perty is re-
volutlonery theory, the TbVOjUfTJﬁ 21Ty Drogramme, the lvaub vrreditic

ni the communist movenent’™ (Dralt Progr Qmmg) We agrae, 1nu\vfnt(3~;p
with this position, It is preclésjy, Nnoweve bhegceuse we conslider viw
prectice ol I8 with retﬂrd to building the prPLE not to be bssed on
this principle tnet we find ourselves in opposition, It is becsussz ¢f
this thet we conglder nelther cde helles nor cae Jeffreys liss prepercd
e dreft for en intervening reavolutlionsry progremmg for I8,

The building of 2 revoluticonsry perty is the asctive strugsle by revol-
uticnaries +o bailld Themeslves s8 the lesdershin cof the ciess on the
besis of their political preogremme, In the pest, IS hss deveioped meny

.;. WL
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of the elements o: 2 revolutionery progremme: tb" 1ecognitiou in the
theory cf Stels € Fl'crtci’tﬁnﬁ'hﬁ*fw-wqu. cliat piveiry between
Russia end the uMﬂ, the WlJl““ o effect of thﬂ Permenent 4Arms

meconomy ol pouu~wrr ce ism, the key reformist role of the TU buresu-
crecy in this periliod. hes beegn unsuic 82 s o use these Invelu-
eble theoreticel geins, and the preatice which hes flowed from them, o
nroduce & progremme, In fac 1S hes mever previously taxen sericusly

ube task of producing & pr SITme,
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Whet then does & programme seek to do? It is not es some cdes consider

o stetement of I3 policy decisicns, en enlerged "Where we stend", Nor

ig it en sebstract series of re-written formuletions hended down To us

by the greest Tigures of Scientific aocialism, & "Meening oP Merxism™
merk 2, Weé bOﬂaﬂder Duncen Helles' dreft in the November '72 Internel
Bulletin to present en unessy esllisnce of these two fundementslly incor-
rect concenticns of the neture of & progrsamme,

4 revolutionsry progremme seits out first to vnderqtend the present
world, its dynemics, contrsdictions, &snd instebilities, 2t does this,
not from the point of view of radicel commentery or scholestic interast,
put ©rom the sterting-point of the bsrriers presented to the building
of 2 revolutionery leesdership in the intermstionel working cless, TLh
demends reiged by the progrsmme ere ncet "isgues of the dey" (ch Hal
aynopsis) e£s genersted by the sponteneous struszgle, They flow from the
Teetion within world cepitelism of the obstscles presented to e worla
revolutionsry lesdership in thes clesog, end procezd to pose demsnds
which orpen the wey Tor the treanscending ol these obstelles by the ven-
cuerd of the clssgs,

Mot & OFtEIObJG of tru-
4 1 logcestes the
wu“, torwerd the as-
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epoch must flow from the contreadictions of the world econiomy to the ce-
- mends to overcome the berriers before the cless,

wnet does this mesn in prectice, snd how does cde Hellss'. dreft prove
totelly inedequete? It is ocur invention to produce en sltermstive pro-
acrenme,. Here we will illiustrete the short-comings of cde Helles' dreft
end sugirest the bones of the slternstive,

A

Tet us teke first the secition by Hellss on cepitelism to prove the in-
correctness of his method, Cepitelism is not snslysed from the point cf
view of its present contredictions end crisis on e world cscele, The
contredictinus cl the pre-wer world economy were the sterting-point of
Trotesky's trensitionsl progrenme ~ without this enslyslis, the demands

|

raised were meeningliess, Conireary to current "Trotskyist' fashion, Tow
rnolysis end demends were not & collection UoO t'it 21l occesions, The de-

N ..1.'."

velonment of cepltelism hes superceded the positicon of Trotsky, Qur
tesk is to develop e new progrsmnstic enelysis for e revolutionery
perty in our ers. But, Ilnstead, cde Hellas trests us to his version of
the besic lews of cepitalism, surplus velue, compstitlive seceumulet 1o,

inherent instebility, The kev problems Tacing the internationsdi workin:
cless - for instence, the increesingly incernstionsl neture of coplilan-
2l

competition, end the development cf Jdeponese smd Common Hsarket ceplto
in competition with U5 snd Russlsn cepitel - these ere ignored by his
areft., |

The enelysis of Stete Cepitelism rmust be viewed g8 inedeguete from toe
seme engle, The developing contradictions of Stete Cepitelism, 1ts in-
¢hility to scive ils meget besic preblems, #re not discussed, The dreft
~e0ila to reise the problem of differences within the buresucracy of
esch gsociety, end tetween ths veorious regimes, end of the sntl-buresu-
cretic blocs snd forces which heve emerged in perlods of sociel &nad
cconomic crisis, Therefore, the kev cuestions posed to the revolution-
ey movement by the Polish workers in 1971, the Hungsrisn workers in
1956, end the ecute crisis within the Chinese buresucretic stete -
these ere not discussed, But only on the besis of on snelysis of the
forces could be cdeveloped the progremme Tor e revoliutionsry psrty I1nc
pendent of #ll shedes of Stelinism on an internstional scele, 4

o
ﬂ'e -

.

From such en snelysis would emerge the principle berriers to the build-
ing of revoluticnery leadership. This 1s of crucisel importence when we

come to the question of IS's role in the building of & new internestion--
1. The berriers =sre most principelly: netionsl divisions snd cheuvin-

ism, the unresolved nsationsl questions, reformism, end Stelinism,

nerty's fighting interests, Rether, heving loceted the principel obst-
scles to the building of » revolutionsry perty 1n our pericd, the de-
mends it reises sre those which would lesd, in the consclousness SO
crgenisation of the cless, 10O the overcoming of these berriers. They
ape not "Lhe policy decisions on various questions thet we heve edontad
over the lesst peéeriod” ( Duricen Hollsas), They hold the key to tne party '€
tesdership within the cless, In their shility to trenscend the obsi-
scles to e revolutionery lesdershio within the clesg, theoe demends
rold the key to the trensition to e rounded socieslist consclousness O

the psrt of working-cisss militents,

The demends £ progrsamme seeks Lo relse fre not & cetalopgue of the

T+ is beceuse Duncen Hsellss mistskes both the tssks of anslysis end toe
rneture of progremmatic demends thet we heve & two-~tier model of & pro-
gremme presented by him, Tier one retells the Merxist method end 1ts

' miepr two raises the jssucs ercund which we are fighting

heve ouslined offers us the way
rorwerd out of this split, Helilss) Hrst part does noit snslyse Tix

world system with regerd To its dynemics erd contrsdictions - it is

hesic premlsel,
most immedistely., Only the method w
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cherscterised rather, es Lenin seid of Plekhenov's simliler dreft, by
textreme sbsirectness of meny of the formuletions, so thst they might )
seem intended for e series of lectures rether then for o militent perty",
The second pert of the dreft feils to connect with the firat, mercly re-
peeting our mesht-used esgliisticnsl demends, "he resultent product 18 &
hybrid of sn educstionel document end & list of demends, It is not & re-
volutionery progremme, |

The 19 position on building Lhe prroy 1eeds WO incorrect posit Lo
throushous the oractice of our ooganigaiion. TRIS iE WOsT appereny i
our propszonias aud sgiteticn. Beoouse The Work of building the perty 1is
not seen es e clear politicsl tssi. becsuse the eroments of tne pearvy
sre supposad elrsady Lo exist in the workinyg class, =80 Oour aplteation
tends to adopt to send tell the struggle reilier than to rolsce To 31 Fro

give ¢ iead.

egitetion as & «all Lo action now, end preopagende 68 sometialliyg
which will relate only to fubure struggles, In fect, both propsgsnde

ation invoive cells to ection., The distinction is between “h=

sas presented emd the netvrs of ths sudience they ere & imed

et. Ag Plekhencv seid, pglvetion 1is wne direction of o few idess to
meny, end propegsnds ig the directilon of meny idees to & Tew, Toe cruc-
iel thing here is theot the idees involved #re no different ones. .n
Poct, our agitationsl demends should flcw Logilceally oM our propagines
which, in turn, is besed on @ objective, Morxiast erielysis of the situ-
ot ion,

One result of this is thset in 8% the demends we present tend to chinp
end chenge from week to week, Instesd of o congistent programme for L.°
working cless st the present tlme, weo get & new collection of slogsan
cvery time e new phsse of the struisle fleres up, OFf course, to & cori-
2in degree, this is ineviteble - but certaln pregremmetic demends
should be Tought for consistently. For example, I3 conslders that the
puilding of councils of sction, toO fight & whole reage oOF anci-WOrXKirg-
clasg offensives, 1s & vitel step 1T the closs s=ruggle is to be
brought forwsed, But one wouid herdly think this wes so by resding v,
The slogsn, 'Build Councils of Actlon", eppesrs enid diseppears from our
paper in » bewildering, errailc wey - not only in the months betwesn
key struggles, but even from week to week during such struggles,

o crship eses cells to ectior es
the only besis of its agitetion, it falls to recogaise the politicel
nature of egitetioasl work. This mesns thet 211 too often IS merely ro-
fleats the present level of militency, reiher then reising the politice
which cen leed to £ socizlist conscicusness,

inother result 18 Laat, vecslse the lead
.

We wish to use the exsmple of the recent dockeras’ siri
air csse. IS hes prided itself on the role thet W gpec

isls played in
gpresding the strike, end in puabtting the Qookers’ caneé 80V0BH, We drnonud
woy oppose the work thet IS A1 G bALs Girectlorn. otb w2 do say thevu
this wes not enough., Of course, il was corwect o &xpose the corruption



. - :iiozrizeiov, Of course we mast siveys worA o olip the cless

= ot zTrooslis it feeces, But we most recs.mice the Tret tnet 5V Lgor-
s -l- mefor o czliticesl dssues posed by tre strine snid In thst wesy Cfeil-
- _ T Zocim DIisocuar serxist ildess In wie veniourl 1D Ln: 2of33,
T z=rizz voasd the guestion of the cless netire o0 tis steis snd ths
o, = =2t g Terrage of bourgeocis praoressils concirning Tne ruls cof
Ve L5E L3 lesdfrsulo hos claimed tret t-c i-oaors' survike represented
C: Zivect, conscious and politicel Ghslisacs’ T Te SITEIMIMENT

_oTerim Toiiticel mboor+), end thet oinces s 112073 wers in isch
crrczing the 1aw then our Merxist explsnctiins I Tof STl WEre 1rre-
T ernt, For thils reeson, 16 18 clalmed, S Lorromslo ItE=s 7 Zirsu oend
S-=omnst to the tesk of spreading the at-ixc, et Tila Iflls to umter-
== -m3i is thet the docks militerts, includins Tllr<s Lot=rriswel Ty 30,
_n: gomvinced thet they were not sceinst “tne Lew’ - Ly Moed lew',
“ovz I8 misged en opportunity to reaise ths r-lltics wniln £2tions of
z=21tisnsg of the cless hed presented: thet 1z o 21735 nesture o prrlir-
~onpemy rule, the stete end the lew, Ve msin-<Ix Tihioi suca nositicel
cisez were just #8 necessery to workers s3I Ccs__3 1> fupport the Tive 1o
~nigcned dockers, Indeed, in sutrupzles t2 0Ifd, ThE rresence or £bsance
of such politicel ewsreness wIll L& Jodisive,
The docks dispute is £ clsssic exemple of the I'eilure of I5 to reise
the politics posed by the dey-to-dey struggles of workers, Instesd cur

-

orgpniSHtion g0 often teils behind them, IS feiled to rrise the SLOoSan,
"Generel Strike to Smesh the #ct? -~ instesd we get the ceil for "gener
clised industrisl rction to "free the Tive'. This spprosch conteined »
dusl error, Firstly, it did no% reiss, es £ csntrel question, the gener-
cligetion of the strusgle to one ggeainst the Industriel Reletions 4Aot,
Tt stuck =t the issue cf the Jjesilings. Secondly, it told militents to

do wheat they were siresdy doing - ie '"generaelised industriel sction',
This slogen, unl;ke thet of genersl strike, wes not one sround which

the centrel politicel 1ssues could be ralsed,

The feilure to enswer bourssois propegsnde ebout "the rule cf lsw' be-
gen here. The slogens "Gener=l Strike to Smesh the Act" ena "Build
Councils of Aculon”, wefe the key to sdvencing the struggle politicelly
end nrgenisstionslly, These slogsns snewered ¢ coucrete problem of the
orking cless, They could te tsken up end ergued Tor by militents
throughout industry. Purthermore, they stecred the strugsle onto e
trock which would heve led to & sherpening of conflict between workers
snd the state. &t the ssme tine, these slogans could #ct es weghicles on
which our politicel idess could enter the venguesrd ond hence the m2ss
of workers., They logicelly bridge the gsp between our seneresl theory
end the strugples of the cless, The azbstrect notion of the class sirste
could heve been mede concrsgte end relevent., The superiority of our
politics in theory =~nd prrctzce could heve been mede eppsrent to thou-

serids of militents,

Tnstoad, IS kent its politics out of the egliteticnsl slogens wnlch werec
simply reflections of whet wes hsppening, Our bssic politicel thsory

found no role es & Y“suide to Fctlon" in the formuletion of cur slo.
auch o dissstrous “no“occh is inevitrble, given the incorrect end
cconomistic notions of propegends onda eplbtstion with which the lesder-

shin operetes,
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The felse distinction between the uxn r0¢Lu1¢ Zn ”c*lls to sction' conzept

of rgltvthT emd the sbstrzet notion of proprgends ss directed 1o the

future fundsmentelly effects the chesrsacter of gV As 2 result, the
Mpoliticel section™ of the peper snd the industrisl reporting remsin uli-
connected, Politice snd economic struggle sre seen to occuny two very
seperate Qom51nu ~ no bridze between tLp o 1g built. For exsmple, 1n
Leurie Flynn's erticle cn the "cod wer'" (8W 296), there was e glering
shgence of the demends to be reised Ly treds unionists ~ demends which
arould heve flowed from our politicel position,

suse of this wep, politics in OW teke on an shatrect guelity. The

-sg presented, for instsence, Iin "ot of your mind", seem to T'ind

tle redlection in the wey the living sivruzgles of the cless er'e pre-

ted, or in the slogsns we ralsg in relstion to them, At othner times,

1tlc find their wesy into 8 &35 sensetlicnel exXposures, or dispuised
rticles cn Lesbour ulsﬁoryo The wey teok of linking our 0001011ku

as te the dey-to-dey struapggle In en ettempt 1o lesd workers forwsnd -

g is ducked,
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g, 8 = result, is feiling to give 3 nend Lo mititents in struggle,
feiling to give OLOEP csuide-~lines which v171 both sdvence the strug:sle,
end reise the polil wrl consciousness of the vengucrd. Lebt us 1ook, »or
exemple, et the p?ha“ s recent coversge of the Incomges Pclicy end 1G-

i

fletion. 94 hes sither ducked the politics or colled for simple incas e
i o1 militency (eg the clessic "Use your mu scle for more ney'), In 87

i

og7, the week ofter the wrge frecze wes conounced, The Cthﬁ” Wos i
ec: "Recsll TUC to demend ell-out action to smssh the freesze’, The
peper fsiled TO hpe“*iw s wenersl strike ss the only te]ll-out ection to
amesh the freeze it feiled to resise the cs11 for councilis ol esctlion

to mobililise the renk end file,
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WWhet hes, however, ch fopizsed SW is mindless “"Tory-beshing” - poten-
tislly disestrous at time of incressing militency tc which the LP 1is
seen s 1irrelevent, we shbetec ig reduced 1O 11 tle more then £ pert of
the COLSQIVCU¢T3 Party mechine, snd the tremd reachass ite most sbsurd
1n the peper's coverege cf Trelsnd, The problem of combestting British
cyvinism hes been overccms with the invention of the con“epu of

”3r1tlsh Tory ism" ("mindless" thet Wilson sent tne 1roovs inj,
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ind enother disturbing tendency is the increasing attention which the
peper glves 1O eXposures of corruption - lesding, in the gbsence orf &
N“erSt enelysis, only to refo rmist conclusions, & clesr denger of the
crowing stress on greed end corruption is to mis-educete the members
cnd Symorthz wers of I8, by desling not with the ceuses but with the ef~
facts of the system, & Merxist peper should understend, &nd should leed
others to understend, thet even were Meudling & men of 1ntemr1tJ the

sy stem he upholds would, nevertheless, be rotten to the core. We have
no obiection in principle To €Xposures of corruption es long as they
epe cleerly fnd consistently pleced within the context of C”pltfllqt
society., We do object, however, to their use es & substitute for reesl
politicel journellsm - the linking of socislist idees to the spontane-
ous struggles of the cless, with the eim of influencing smd winnin, to
Cl1r pOalthn the venguerd of those struﬂrleo.
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The neture of SW in turn cripples the renk-snd-file p “pers. In fect,

the gull between economlo sgitetion end politicel proo“- snde 1s strength-
enned in this field, Henk--« -nd-file pEpers must not be left mmrely to

pess wage-rates botwwen miiitenis., Ye sre not trying to creste revol-
utionsries in sdmiretion of our “bl]lty to do the work for which the TU
buresucracy is inceapsble. These papers fre the msjor weepons with Wnlch
we cen develop eround us & real renl-snd-file movement,

*»

Tor this resson, renk-snd-file peners must genuinely be controlled oy
their reeders - +they must not be flimsy fronts for I8 (this distinction
between their role snd thet of SW hes never besn clesrly gr%@ped), They
must hold reguler conferences snd icocel meetlngs open uO cll Lrede
unionists in thne given industry who sctively °1pport the progremms o0F
the peper, 1t is within thece movements thst IS cdes must Tight for our
politics, e wmust be ettempting to build the mK-enC-Tile groups £s8
Erenas for our menbers. There ere no short cuts in this direction,

~

If taese pepers sre to creste s renk-snd-file movement on & solid foon-
ing, they must do so DJ raising the politicsl isgsues posed In loceal end

A

netionsl struggles, 4t the moment, the reni-end-file pepers heve net
consistently dene this., Nowhere 1c the guestion of the TU buresucrecy
more scutely posed then in the strusgles covered by thsse pepers. LT os
not enousgh merely +to call for DU democrecy Ia thelr progremmes, nor is
it sufficient to document wverticulsr sell-outs. Insteld, tla poper

mist repestedly resise the neture ol the TU burpeuc“rcdg well &8 of

the crisis in sparticulsr Industries,

Only if this is done, end 1T I8 cdes teke sericusly their tzsk of ergu-
ing politics within the erenss o the renk-e sncd-~f'ile pepers, can we
build the political kernel without which no rsnk—-snd-file movement will
survive, |

TRADE UNION WORK

4 uroup with little more then the beginnings of e working-clsss bess

cen justify its competition with other working-cless peartles only by de-
monstreting in prectice tne supe riority cf 1ts industrisl stretegy. For
o revolutionery, ths guccess of thls strategy is Jjudged not only vy the
meterisl advences mede but 2iso to the extent thet renk -end-Tile pert-
jcipetion is incressed end politicel understending widened during th
course of the struggle. To echieve this, our indusiriel stretegy cennot
he Givorced from, but must be linked orgenicelly to, @ politicel pro-

gr erme,

"he extreme reluctsnce or inebility of the group's lealership to derave
the eppropriste slogenc from its own politicsl snslysis 1s well illusti-
sbed by the pr"uments sGvenced ageinst the slogen, '"Generel Strike To
omesch the ﬁc+”. Both in the csse of the Pentonville jeilings end in the
Jemes Goad sffeir et C&V, Sudbury, the question of the Act end of the
clsss neture of the lew should heve been rsised 1o effect =& development
Prom militent trede unionism to soclelist cons c:ouwn 5SS,

The Gosd offeir followed hot on the heels of the docks dispute - 1t pre-
sernted once egsin the crucipsl politvicel iasues oF working-cless orgenis-—
ctions under stteck by the cepitelist stete, In the monuas between the
two struggles, SW should have cerried propegonds srticies which
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expleined the need to smesh the rsct end put forwerd the necesssry .
stretegy. To prevent the dissipetion of working-cless energy in -

sporeadic skirmishes, 1t wes egsentlel tc stete that the dct cem be
defeeted only by e gentersal strike, Outside mess working-clsss eciicn,
such exXpnlenostion could only teke the form of propegende.,

Dut, when the Goed struggle klew up, it beceme necesssry to raise th:
exiteticonel siogem of gcnerﬂl strige, SVW should hsve carried 1t o8 =

3
centre- plece, our cdea ahould hesve been instructed to reise it in tons
Pectories end fectory bulletins, Strecs ghouald heve begen lald upcon tos
mesgive denger of the Aot to the crzealised working class, end upon Lo
riecessity of smeshing it once ead for eil, UF coucrcg 1t Was necess: Yy

to telk sbout Ydetending thne aU“"", cut cur centrel teslk wes te gsuerel-

I 4

ise the strusggle from s utqnle uniion to the whole of the clesgs, Ineve=d;
15 chose to teg slong be“mnd, stler then to reletes Lo snd esavence vie

struzgle,

totted—-down witn rege ord to the AUBYT leader-

fgein, our pollitics heve been
ship - when this "leodershin' hos pursued e disestiroug courss from tne
fc$¢mre of the neticnsl clelm vo the seqtesgrﬂtjorq vis the re--election
? Conway., 4l1 thsss defescy revesling the Limiteillons of reformist oo -
f?OﬁgEBlGﬂ with cless legicistion, &8s Vbll as baregar* tic feer of uii-
leeshing renk-end-file power, ars 2 masglve cor:firmetion of cur prepas-
snde, PFrom our enelysis ol the TU T E QUCﬁﬁcy to the ntesd Ior demo-
cratic fighting tnicns, But egein 2 prefercnce ior roll o*‘vﬂnb Lha

struggle prevented us from m.lkjo politicsl PEO,L?l -- by cur innebillihy
to trenglete 2 supsrior tut ebstrect understending into lmmedlate Gon-
crete dsmends, |

Presgure from the S8telinists =nd Tribunites procduced unwerrsnted illug-
ions in Scenlon {ﬁ% editorisl £93) - & penic sinking togethsr of the
Meft!" in fece of the growing sirength of the right, but nothing will
casist the right wing of tae SUBN 80 mach ss the sbsence of & prine-
ipled slternstive. Without such en slterastive, ths renk and rile must
be further demorslised - =nd demorelisstion ig the food of resaction,
Yet no slternetive, if it is to heve sny hcope of success, c¢cen be eny-
thing but sevage to the policies of Seenlon, For 1t is his cleim to
£ight the government thet hes led to the growth of the right, To de-
clsre onposition to the 4Act wes to invite & goveranmenl ettesck which we
certeinly provided, But to pretend to. fight while teking sbsolutely no
meesures to secure victory, es Scsnlon did not, was s suicidel policy
from which the right is now reening e rich hervest. 0f course we defend,
sgeinst the cepitulsting right, the policy of total opposition to the
ict, but to meke thet defence synoaymous w1th the defence of Scenlon is
to ellow the right to eguete us w1tn him, |

This steste of politicel diserrsy mekes it entirely understendsble thet
our industrisl cdes ere not left unmoved by the penic pressure of the
9t =2linists end Tribunites, Which is why the dlsorbanlsed stete of the
frections cen 1no longer be tolersted, end why it is sbsolutely essent-
121l for cdes to overcome the resistence of the I8 lesdership to the
nolding of snnuel industriel conferences,

%ﬁ*emls@tiongl frecmenteticon is the reflection of the absence of &
netionel line, underst od end fought for by the renknsnduflﬁe member-
ship., For c¢dss to be sble to ergue for our politics, there must be
frectionsl progremmes hemmered out et netionel cBnggafes, end  indusatye
121 confersnces bringing the frections together with the perspective of
building e netionel renk-snd~Tile movement, However Necess svy such
rellies os that held for Fine Tubes. they cennot substitute for the
grovp 's industriel membershiy W@blllg vo desbcis snd develop cur
stretegy end tectics, The frecilons st e locel end reglonel level
should vprepere resolutions for these conferences rsgulsrly convened,

—



=nd the conferences should submit resolutions to the Netionel Confer-
ence. 4nd, becesuse trede-union sectionslism is en obsteacle to the G-
velopment of revolutloncry consciousnegs, no distinction should be nada
in the impoxrtence oi whiil ond blue-collesr union work,

inother metter of dispute within IS hes been the seeking ol TU nosit-
jons. Here, if we ergsue thet the renk Cﬂd.LAl mush control thelr
unions to meke thein ilubt;nﬁ orgsnisetions, then we heve to be seen by
the clecsg to &act fcCOrdi ngly - to seek election on our politics end not
on s#n opportunistic bessis cr by behind-ths-scenes menipuietion.,

But our key tesk st present is the buillding of &% recders' groups in
the offices end facitories, gethering sdvenced mllfteafa cround vs., For
thege groups ©o hsve meesning and Life. they mus st be controlled iron
within., &nd it is ebsolutely essentisl thet they be seen 28 GOMPONENs
narts of the geogrephicel brenches, The cevaelopunent of the gecgrephite.
breanch, the reg10n91 end the fractionel structures, muist commend curn
present energies. Featory brenchee In diredt relationship with the
feegntre! must be opposed a8 & premsture diversion which coulid both
dengerously distort the ell-round deve Topmant of the revolutionary

3 4t ok e

cedre? rnd wadermine the geogrephicel beench deprived ol 1ts it Swdel
b ess,
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Wa, the unieraigned eomwades, helisve that the ideas cutlimed in the
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platiform mesl be taxan np and embodied i the practice f the group
- >
for I.5. to meet the challsnae end geize the appart anitices olfersd

by the presentt pericd.
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