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Speech by_ﬁELEE SANDER,representative of the Action Council for the Liberation
of Wnn#n,ip the B.D.8. in Prﬁnkfuit.

By the preeent separation between private 1ife and social life,women are
persistently thrown back into individual conflicta reguiring solutions in dhe
private sphere.They are still educated for privete lifF,fur the faﬂilr.whinh1
for its part, is dependent on the conmditions of production against which we are
ntrugrling.The education for a Bpﬂ:ifi: role,the inculcated feeling of
inferiority,the contradiction their own expectations and the demands of Eﬂﬂiﬂti
rll generate g constant feeling of guilt for being unable to do justice %o the
demands put..u'g:.»:rn them, for having to choose between slternatives whinh in each _
Case in?éi;a the renfingiation of wital needa, :

Moet women ere not political,because p&litics haa hitherte slways héan dafined
one-gidedly,and has never included their neede.They erg thereforeforced to
persiet in their appel +to the guthority ofthe 1&w,us they have npt becone
opware of the fact that the reslisation of their daman&s #ill bresk through thE
bounderies of the system.-

The essiest . greups to be peliticised are educated wowen /withi¢hildren.They
are the most aggressive end are the lecst vocal.Those women whe today are in
o 'positicn to etudy,do net owe this mrouch fo the bourgeois movement of
smancipation,ss to edonomie neecessity,ond when they have ehildren,they find
$hemgelves thrown back into old behaviour petterns,vhich,thanks to thiar
emancipation,they hed already overconme.Their studiee ore discontinmed or
gelaged and their intellfeturl develépment comes to o standatill or is”
considerably reduped;a resuli-of the démsnds-of ‘the family.added to this-is '
the imsscurity arising ofit of the faet thet they have not sueeetded in redolving
the confliet between beimg & Blus-stocking and becoming a Housewife,between
building up & career,which has itself to'te pald for with a considefable’ °
lg8s of happiness,or becofing 'a woman in the épheére of consumption. In othér
words,it is espeoinlly these more consclous women who have learned through
expérience that the bbrx bourgeols road to emancipation 1g the wrong oneyand
who have learned that-they cennot emancipate themselves through the uﬂmpatutiTT
struggle.They have learned that the genersl principle of preductivity hee

beaome the declgive factor within existing conditione,and that the road to
smancipation is preconditicned by the ends which detérnine 1, -

These women learn rery quickly when ther have childran that all thﬂir privilegrﬁ

pr# of no use to them,and they are thus the first to be in a positien to throw

light on this aoTap kpup af uﬂciul 1life,which is synonymcus tith ﬂarrying

the cLEBE st:ugglp into. mhrried 11fa and inta exiasting nunﬂitiﬂnu.
J ; 3

Thun the man finde himarlf in the nhj?ctivF'rﬁla nf the e:plaiter br class

Enamy'which,nf course,he dpes nit tﬁnt sub jeotively,but which hds' olso

been forced on him by =a ﬂncinty haand en the pruductivity prinniple ‘and which

maps out for him the role he has %o play.
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We cannot solve the problem of the oppresslon of women individually,snd we
chnnot wait for ite solution until =fter the rovoluticn,;as & mere pollitical
end economie revolution doee not sbolish the repression of private life,rs is

demonatrated in the soecilslist countries.

We ﬁkruﬂglt for conditions of 1life which will eliminate competition hﬁt%éﬁn
mati’ and woman.Thie is only pﬂsﬁiﬁle by traneformstion of the productive :
reletions,and with 1t pf power relatione in order to creste o truly democratic
goclety.

As"women with ehildren displey the greateat preparadness for solidarity ond

sreé nost ready to be politicised,we concentrated our setivity on their conflicts
This dors not mean that we do not take seriocsly the “EHE%EEEETEEtEEEd““t“
without children,nob does 1%t meanm that in spite of th#fuamtﬂn to rll oppressed
wbien,#e are not avare of the epeolfio mechaniems of enlss oppression:it

merely means that wa want to work as offeetively es pessible and that we hawe

to wreate a vterting polnt which will permit uwe to approach the problem in

& systoematic and rational way.

Am the intisgl effortz oerde by us to deal with these conflicte together wikh

the §¢D.5. and within. the S.D.5. failed,we withdrew snd worked on our own.

When we atarted helf & year ego,most comrades made fun of us.Now they reproach
us for baving wlthdrawn,they try to prove to.us thet we heve entirely wrong

theuries?thEy try to impute to us, the opinion that women do net need nmen for

their emancipation and similer idiocies,none of which we have ever maintained.
They eophpgaise thet they too are oppreseed ,wkich welknnf in any case.We merely
gaanot see why we should soy longer agcept their oppression,with which they in
turn oppress ue,without defending curselves ageipst 1t.It is precisely bggauﬂe

we are of the opinion that emancipstion ig only possible as on . oversll epoinl
Eggggigptiu:t#at we are,after.all,here.For it puet be geld at lesst once that .

conslets of more.women than mem,end it 1s hi timﬂ thot we roleed the-nl?ims
s . Bk, S Alpvida] bk dohase tdl b evocdpsid i {e‘
piﬁﬂhiﬂ&-ﬂhﬁulﬂ'ﬁhé 278 Aot Be' able to advance rapidly to- this insight,then we

ghs11 have to émbark on 8 power' atruggle,something we wenld much rather avoid: -

{t would be a wapte of energy bn ocut' partiPor we 'shall win this etruggler-
historioally right is on our side.” '

Both #he helplesspeps end the orrogance we hove been forged to show here does

not give us pleasure.

We, ere helpless becouse we feel that we oughi to be able to expect from progreseive
men that they understend the explesive cherccter &f our conflicte.Qur arrogance
ig the result of sur insight thet youw sredsuch blockherde thit you gsnnpt se¢
thrt without. the lpast help from you,pecple to whom you have never given &
single thought, heve suddenly crganised themselves,znl,Horeover,in numbers,which
you would teke’ Tor the beginning of' the new dewn if they were workere. - i
Comrades!ur meetings ere unbearable!You are riddled with inhibitions which you
have to releese as nggreseion ageinst cooredes who azy pomething atupid or that
you alie: dy know. . vo..s. s Why don't you ddscuss before you plan your canpaligne
how they can be executed?¥hy do you all buy HE%Fh??hI da.yﬂq.fpaak ﬁere ahpuﬁ
nlass struggle,end ot home about orgasm diffieulties?Ie that not a auhjegt for

%Egngnggprﬂﬂainna we will not tolernte any lONEET-ssssre




