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EDITORIAL

The debate is heating up! Do the demands of the women’s movement have any
value? What demands should we adopt on violence against women? How should feminists
relate to the growing anti-racist struggles and work in the trade unions? What role do we
see the Women’s Movement having in the fight for liberation? Can Marxism and Leni-

nism offer anything to feminists? What is the relationship of the women’s movement to
“traditional politics”—from elections to political parties.

1979 will see major discussion of these important areas of strategy and perspectives
for the Women’s Liberation Movement first at the Socialist Feminist Conference and
then at the National Women’s Liberation Conference. In this, and the forthcoming is-
sues of SOCIALIST WOMAN we hope to carry reports and discussion which can con-
tribute to these debates.

AN APOLOGY

So what happened to the Summer issue? A good question, and we’ll make no excuses.
We simply ran into financial problems and delay with copy. It's sorted itself out now,
but financial donations would not go amiss. To make amends we are planning a bumper
Christmas issue. We've already been promised a major article by Alex Holt who edited
a recent book of Kollantai writings. She explains “I am writing about why I decided to
research on Kollantai, the problems involved in this research, both those that are com-
mon to all women'’s studies and those peculiar to Soviet studies and why I think her
ideas are important. I have particularly focused on the relation of women to the party,
Kollantai's ideas on this and her difficulty in functioning efficiently in politics”.

WE WELCOME YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS! You may have been enthused,
disappointed or angry about articles in this issue. Why not write and tell us? Or start a
new debate in the pages of Socialist Woman.

Editorial Address: Socialist Woman, P.O. Box 50, London NI.



FEMINISTS IN ACTION

nited Black
Women's

Action Group

The United Black Women’s Action Groups (UBWAG) was formed by women who
met through activity in their North London tenants association.

They wanted to do something to help their children, One of their first activities was

to make some s"iart video films showing how importal
their children in clashes with the authorities—w
police, or the courts. They have held meetings
initiated a major campaign against the ‘SUS’

INTERVIEW WITH KATYA FRISCH- K
AUER AND MARTHA O SAMOR -=f
from the United Black Women's Ac- s

tion Group (UBWAG)

() — Have you had much contact w ith
the women's [theratinon movement eE.
Women against Racism and Fascism
groups?

K—1 haven't, The group hasn't.

0—You've never been involved i any
conscipusness raising group or other
women's group?

K—No, But I've read about it and . . .
| once used to go to drumming les-
sons at the Women's Arts Alliance
and that was the first time 1 met any
[eminist women.

M

—The thing is a lot of black women =3
have already changed—in a way/some g
of the things a women's group are
talking about. , . Especially black
women in Britain because of the
historical background where in the
West Indies under slavery vou are
not used to that type of family
structure—you know you are the
property of somebody else, not
your husband-so that sort of set Martha Osamor
up, husband and wife is a new

o 2
A= et

1t it is for parents to support
hether they w
on various subjects, shown films, and

ere at the school, the

thing which came afier slavery ‘was
abolished. But a lot of it’s still left
aver where a lot of black women
still have to bring up the family and
they're the breadwinner too,

() What about the men?

M—Well you know it takes years be-
fore the damage that has been done
is sorted out, The men still feel that
attitude. that you're owned by your
master, until lately, so you're not
sort of responsible for your family
and vour woman and your children,
But the women can have babies for
you and then bring them up—and
you come in and do your bit when
you want to. But the women don’t
any more see that as a problem be-
cause they've managed to cope,
bring up their kids—even though the
system here never stops reminding
them that they shouldn't be on ther
own—you know, ‘where's father?”
reminding their kids that they need
a mother and a father,

()—So are you saying that they re less
dependent on men because they ve
had to bel

M—Yes, Even including in African
society where a man can marry



more than one wife—so the women
have to fend for themselves and look
after themselves and their children,
So that question of ‘man and woman'
is nd big thing. But if you're living

in a place like England then you're
reminded of it, but you don’t have
to toe the line, | don’t think a lot

of black women are worried about
it, whether the man is living with
them or not.

00— What about the way a man actually
treats his woman when he is around?

M—Well it depends on the type of re-
lationship doesn't it? If you expect
it to be a certain pattern and it's
not fitting into that pattern then
you complain about it don’t you?

O But even though the women might
be more independent, the men are
just as sexisr?

M—0Oh yes, chauvinist{yes.

O They still treat women as inferior
even though they 've proved they're
not?

M—Yeah. All that is there, that is the
sort of area where all the women's
groups, the women's liberation move-
ment will have to lead, when it comes
to that sort of chauvinism in men
not the protection of the family
s¢t up or your right to decide what
you're going to do with vour life,
say after your marriage breaks up
Because a high percentage of black
women are not married, they're not
living with a man—and they manage.

O—If we're talking abour the women's
movement, so far it'’s been mainly
white, middle class, voung, single
warmen who realise they 're oppressed
by men, and it's involved a process
af consciousness raising.

E—What's that?
M-—Who's consciousness?

- Ours, It's when very small groups
meet and start falking about rheir
personal problems and what happens
is that women who 've been isolated
who go around thinking that it's all
their fauls that their lives are shitty
they meet other women and discover
that evervone has the same problems
arnd that those problems are caused
by the structures of soctery so they
begin to see that they don't have to
be dependent on men, thar they can
develop as human beings—and some
af them begin to think that it's worth
strugeling to change society. Would
you think that black women would
be in a similar situation to that?

M—Yes, but that wouldn't be their
priority because they've got growing
kids.

K—And they are already going out,
having both family responsiblities
and a job without a man—so that
problem that they won't have :
confidence to go out and do things,
I don’t think they have that.

(Q—And there's a general difference
between middle class people and

working class people, who can't
afford the luxury of analysing per-
sonal relationships and alf that in
great depth. If vou've got kids in
rroteble then that's obviously a prior-
ity. But there are other problems
faced by working class women

ather than their kids—housing for
example.

M—DBut we aren’t talking about the
whole working class, but about
blacks within the working class—who
have taken shitty jobs, shitty tvpe of
housing, survived in it, and have br-
ought their kids up in it, hoping
that the kids will gel better jobs,
will get out of the ghetto. Maybe
at one time they would have gone
home, rgired home. But to any
black woman who has brought up
her kids on her own, in a society
which sees family structure as the
most important thing—vyou really
want to get up and do someshing
when things get heavy on them,
when their future is being destroved.

O—They put their hopes in their kids
rather than in their own fives?

M—Yes. But it's not that they've given
up. But the thing is, when the kids
are littler, they cannot choose. And
you have dreams for them and when
yvou sit back and watch that dream
smashed, you've got to do something
about it. That doesn’t mean that the
UBWAG only does things round
kids. But that is an area we spend a
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Friday October 27 Speakers from Ireland, Italy
and Puerta Rica

Friday December 4 Speakers include Black woman militant
from USA

7.30pm at the University of London Union, Malet St., W1,
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A woman's right to contraception and abortion

No forced sterilisation
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lot of time on—because that is the ways, so if you belong to a particular cept if we're having a meeting on a
area the system is, like, destroy it socialist group it's likely you'll want specific subject. But the only thing that
when it is young and you won't have to see groups like ours as part of that comes out is the meeting point where
any problems with them in the future, socialist group you're a part of and some- that type of chauvinism and sexism
because they're already destroyed. one else is in another group and you'll comes out, and you have to fight it as
have all this sectarian fighting and then you go along.

() Has the group discussed the causes af that will affect the health of the whole 9Dy g lot of men feel hostile to the idea
these problems? group. of women meeting separately?

M—The thing is, you discuss things, but Q- How have the men involved with the M—Yes, but I must say they are more the

waomnten reacted to them being in the

there is so much to be done that 4
e Siag group? Do they see it as a threat?

don’t have as much time as you would

nationalists, who see the black thing
as one big thing which you mustn’t

like. M—Of course it's a threat. As soon asa split. You have a handful of black men
F \ woman starts leaving home, not fini- whose political level is quite high and
¢ ;:;:;";i:i‘;;:i’::;::ﬁfﬁl;ﬁ;he g shing cotking and dashing off to get they are really deeply involved in black
; j to a meeting or a picket line you're struggle, so you talk politics with them
M—I think that the idea of setting up that breaking the rules. Maybe some of them and these are the ones who get up and
group w_asn’[ mainly to change them will make it a point of duty not to be gay we don’t have time to split men
into socialists—you let it develop in there for the babysitting so you have to here, women there. But | don't see it
practice which is harder, so that atti- either take your kid with you or orga- as & contradiction because these are the
tudes change, and while you discuss nise some other babysitting rota. All ones you meel at conferences where
things l_hcy can think clearer, about that type of problem is there but the wo- you don't meet a lot of working class
how things should be. men seem to be coping with it peaple.
(Do the woren in the group see that wo- O—Are there any conflicts within the groun O—What is the specific funcgion of meei-
men g.re oppressed, as well as the chil- for example some people being more ing as @ wonten's group?
dren | active than others? M—It depends on what you're gearing it
K—Yes. They all know that. They all have  M—That’s not a conflict. It just means that at. Our group meets around the issue of
struggles with the men. . they haven’t some people are more busy or are at a kids and it's the woman—they're the
got any illusions in that. stage of development where they still ones who arein court, they're the bnes
To see yourself as a socialist is a long see themselves as Einj:ih:lng the Imu_sn:- who go to the pqllcr. s!a_tlnn, thsy’rc
step away you know . . . it's a very work first before anything comes in, Of the ones who bail l]’b¢1|ﬂ.l.i§:_, they're the
slow thing . . , you're fighting the in- checking the television pmgrnmmea to ones who know what's happening_
stitutions, you're fighting the police- see if tonight’s a good night to leave () Would you say it is easier for a black
some of the illasions go, and maybe one home, But those that are active now woman to get involved in a women’s
day you're come to the stage where you have been through that stage. group first?
tt:ink this whole society has to be chan- (- What is your relationship to G{ﬁffl-ﬁith" k M—All we need is to get them together, and
i groups, particularly groups which in- once we've got them together you don't
M—And living in Britain doen’t help groups volve men? need to raise their consciousness of gware
like that very much . . . because the soc- M—So far we haven't involved ourseives ness about what is happening because

ialist groups are all split in different very much with other black groups, ex- it's already there.
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Trade Union
‘Conference

This year the TUC Women's conference
passed the following resolution:
“In line with TUC and TUC women’s
conference policy for a woman's right to
choose, and against restrictive legislation
on abortion, this conference calls upon the
women's advisory committee to press the
general council to support campaigns:
a—For amending legislation with a view
to improving the existing lacilities
available through the NHS and

b—For publicity and education to ex-
tend contraceptive knowledge; for
early pregnancy diagnosis; skilled
counselling; and outpatient abortion
clinic free on the NHS; and against
any further restrictive legislation
whether by Government or Private
Member's Bills.

c—Conference calls upon the General
Council to organise a national dem-
onstration against any restrictive
legislation before a final vote on it
is taken in parliament, so that MP's
arec aware of the weight of feeling in
the Labour Movement against such
legislation."”

In response to the passing ol this mo-
tion a leading Trade Unionist said "Women
must be madé if they think male trade
unionists are going to march en mass on
the streets to defend abortion rights." Un-
fortunately she is right, As feminists we have
a choice, we can accept the backwardness
of the trade union movement and make
do with a deputation of a handful of trade
unionists with a letter t& 10, Downing 5t.
or we can take the issue of abortion to
the base of the trade unions ourselves and
fight for this resolution to be implemented.

NAC has decided to do the latter. 1t is
holding a Trade Union Conference on
Abortion, The success of this conference
will depend on how far we as feminists
are prepared to fight within our own up-
ions and the unions in uurlifcrwns and (Cl-
ties for a debate on abortion as a class is-
sue directly affecting the right of women
to control their bodies and consequently
their lives.

Since the passing of the 1967 abortion

act the ruling classfusing it's ideological
front the Cathelic Church, has set the scene
for a legal offensive against women. The
capitalist class not only needs to control
reproduction as 4 mechanism to adjust
population but more importantly to main-
tain ideological control over women in the
family, At present women are taking the
brunt of the crisis through unemployment
forcing them back into the home, and
social spending cuts resulting in the crisis
being unloaded onto women in the family,
Attacks to further restrict abortion laws
have a central position in this offensive.
The ruling class utilizes any opportun-
ity to organise backward layers of the
working class to it's own interest. The is-
sue of abortion gives the capitalist class
the opportunity to mount a campaign to
divide the working class. They use emotive
talk of ‘murder’ and *unsocialist behaviour’
to confuse workers and to exploit their
sexist attitudes. Most working class men
see abortion at best as; *nothing to do with
them’, at worst as ‘castration of the male’.
Women isolated in the home lacking col-
lective strength have often been prey to
calls to bolster the family and ‘the sanc-
tity of life.” And even if sections of the
labour movement have resisted the ideo-
logical attack from SPUC, as yet they have
not put their collective weight behind the
fight for FREE ABORTION ON DEMAND.
The strength of SPUC will continue
to grow as the economic situation worsens.
The success of the ruling class attempts to
make women bear the brunt of the crisis
depends on their ability to undermine the
rising consciousness the labour movemen
is developing on the nature of women’s op-
pression. The weakest link in the struggle for
women’s rights and the issue most likely to
divide the working class is woman's control
of her reproductive capacities. The struggle
over who legally controls a woman’s fert-
ility centers around the abortion law, It is
this law that asserts legally and ideologi-
cally that women are subject to their bio-
logy and therefore second class people in
the workforce.
The trade union movement has not

yet reached an understanding of ferti-
lity control in the fight for women’s
emancipation let alone liberation. Un
der the impact of the growing WLM
and the NAC major white collar un-
ions and the 1975 Trade Union Con-
ference voted for Free Abortion on Re-
quest, This is a major step forward but
the ideological battle is far from won.
Major unions and many union branches
are actively anti-abortion. This is pro-
bably the manifestation of an anti-
woman consciousness which can be
consolidated around a direct offensive
against the abortion law.

Even where union branches endorse
the demand for free abortion the maj-
ority of the major unions voted at last
years Labour Party conference to re-
tain the “free’ vote for MF's on this is-
sue, This vote shows the extreme back-
wardness of trade unionists in under-
standing abortion as a class issue which
must be voted on along class lines not
the individual conscience of male MPs.
In reality this means the unions see wo-
men as less than whole individuals and
therefore believe men the best people
to make decisions for them.

The pational ghnrtinn campaign has
traditionally gained it's support from
the women's liberation movement and
through the work of local NAC groups.
Women are now fighting inside work-
ing class organisations and are exposing
the sexist nature of class politics. Un-
til now NAC has not worked closely
with union activists. It is hoped that
the projected conference will provide
the opportunity for trade unionists to
discuss the relationship of abortion to

the class struggle and to provide an
arena where Trade-Unionists can or-
ganise within their own unions and
make alliances with sisters and brothers
active in other organisations in their
localities.

The organisation set up at such a
conference will be essential to both
counter the right wing mobilisations
and to extend the law nationally and



the ties locally. In the long term it will

be a base from which to further extend

discussion and understanding in un-
ions that have few women to raise the
issue of abortion at branch meetings,
If the TUC Woman's conference reso-
lution is to be passed at the TUC and

implemented by the Trade Union move

ment as a whole; if the Labour Party
Conference is to reject the ‘free’ vote;
if the ruling class are to be halted in
their attempt to further restrict abor-
tion and divide the working class; the
trade union movement has to follow
the example of the Women's Libera-

tion Movement and show united oppo-
sition and a determination to decrimins

alise abortion and extend facilities.

T'o build this conference on abort-
ion NAC has to gain sponsorship from
vour union, your trades council and
the union branches in your area which
have no connection with NAC. To do
this NAC needs activists to speak at
union meetings other than their own,
to talk to activists in their area, to dis-
tribute leaflets and delegation mi.tcsial
to delegates at National conferences
and to rank and file members in their
area. Delegates to both the conference
and the conference planning meetings
are from any level of the union; all
are welcome,

Trade
Union
Conference

on
Abortion

will you be
represented ?

Further information and delegate forms from:

November 25
Caxton Hall

Conference Organising Commiltee
374 Grays Inn Road
London WC1

Cheques payable to ‘Trade Union Conference Fund’.

Delegates to Women's TUC vote unanimously for abortion rights — will the labour movement as a whole support them?



"The Women's
‘movement
and Working

Class Women

TAKING STOCK

For hundreds of years militant women
have fought the oppressive and exploit-
ative conditions of capitalist society,
Popular images bring to mind wealthy,
Edwardian ladies chained to railings
in their quest for the vote; and young,
largely middle class, women marching
for sexual freedom and independence,
Too often ignored have been the tenac-
ious struggles of working class women
against the conditions of their oppres-
gion.

Feminist historians have done much
in the last decade to set the record
straight. They have catalogued accounts
of working class women struggling for
better pay and conditions which stretch
far back into the 1800s. These studies
show the significant contribution of
working class women to the suffrage
movement, And feminists have reprinted
historical accounts by working class wo-
men of their activities.

This long record was rapidly added
to be in the late 60s. Then a spate of
equal pay strikes culminated in the 1969
equal pay demonstration organised by
the National Joint Action Committee
for Women's Equal Rights. More rec-
ently working class women have fought
for nursery facilities; lower prioes-and
rents; against low pay and poor work con

ditions, most notably at Grunwick, and
Trico; and against the closures of the
Hounslow and Elizabeth Garrett Ander-
son hospitals.

NEW SCOPE AND IMPACT

And so the movement of women for
liberation from oppression and exploi-
tation has a new scope and impact. The
involvement of working class women
lays the foundations for extending this
fight for liberation to the organised
working class as a whole, whose politi-
cal and economic power must be won
to ensure its success.

Much of the left has held up this
vital role of the organised working
class only to dismiss the women's libera-
tion movement, because its composition
is largely limited to white collar and rela-
tively privileged sections of women,

For this part of the left, the task is
either to transform the WLM into a
‘proletarian’ movement or to build an
alternative. -

But this approach flows from funda-
mentally incorrect conceptions of revo-
lutionary politics. The capitalist system
is not simply a set of economic relations,
as this section of the left suggests,

It is a complex system of social and
political relations which maintains and
perpetuates economic exploitation,

Mo challenge to capitalism will be success-
ful unless the ways in which the ruling
class legitimates and continues its domi-
nation are tackled, particularly where
they are at their most cohesive and cen-
tralised in the institutions of the state.

A perspective reduced to economic
struggles at the workplace ignores the
impact of movements which challenge
the many facets of capitalist domina-
tion. And any strategy based.on this
is hopelessly inadequate in the fight
for a socialist society.

The present women's liberation
movement has proved its ability to
fight against the social and ideological
conditions which perpetuate capitalist
productive relations, 1t's from this ob-
jective impact on the class struggle that
revolutiondiges must adopt a positive
attitude to the WLM . . not from its
sociological composition,

HIGHER CONSCIOUSNESS

Indeed, in many ways, the women’s
liberation movement has developed a
higher level of consciousness of the ways
in which bourgeois ideology plays its role



in the subjugation of women than is

to be found in the labour movement, or
even among many working class women
themselves.

Who, but the women strikers at Grun-
wick fought harder for the right of wo-
men to organise against their conditions
of super-exploitation? But their milit-
ancy did not extend to a consciousness
af the broader guestions of women’s li-
heration, For example, when asked
“What do you think about women’s
rights?" Jayvaben Desal replied, ** | think
my feelings are a bit different from
vours, Being a mother, it is my duty to
stay with my children as long as [ ¢an.
The father doesn't understand children
like a mother, The father's responsibi-
lity is to build up his career. He has no
time to look after children.”

Similar remarks from militant women
trades unionists are not uncommon.
They reflect a notion that the strugele
for women's rights involves creating
the conditions for women to combine
a commitment to the family with par-
ticipation in social production rather
than a fundamental challenge to women's
family position.

Last summer the AUEW produced a
special journal on women. In one of the
contributions a militant woman trade
unionist explained that the double
workday was a question of organisation:
‘being in the factory and being a shop

steward . | . added a new dimension to
my life a5 @ housewife and working wo-
man . , . it gives one a different insight

into the problems of family life -such
as discussing with other workers how
they cope with bringing up a family
and working for eight hours a day in
the plant,’

These positions den’t come out of
the air! They reflect social democratic
and reformist ideas about women’s
rights. According to reformist ideolo-
gies the obstacle to women's liberation
is male prejudice not the structures of
society. Education and changing ideas
s0 women can participate more Tully
in existing social, political and economic
life are seéen as the solution.

THE LINK DISAPPEARS

Furthermore the struggles of women
are meticulously catalogued in their own
pigoenholes! the economic is separate
from the political; the personal from the
social, The link disappears between the
exploitation of women as workers and
their oppression within the family, In-
deed for many reformists the family is
an unchanging social structure, quite
outside class relations, Some even argue
the family will continue as a basic unit
in a socialist society. The reality of the
family as an institution perpetuating
class domination and sexual oppression
is swept aside and the ‘private world’ of
the family becomeés one of the few places
one is supposed to find personal happi-
ness 1o compensate for the harsh reali-
ties of work and public life, The power
of these idealistic views are so strong
that no condlicl emerges between the
family as we know it and socialism or

between the family and women's libera-

tion.

The women's liberation movement
i5 exploding these myths. Feminists
are analysing and challenging what soc-
ety deems is ‘natural’ for women—depen-
dence on men; sell sacrifice to children
and the welfare of others; passivity in
all relations: sexual, social and political;
and the norms of heterosexuality and
monogamy. Since the birth of class
society these notions have locked women
within the family, perpetuating their opp-
ression, and in turn bolstering class co-
mination. The women’s movement re-
discovered the understanding that wo-
men’s liberation requires a struggle against
all the institutions which perpetuate
class domination and oppress women
including the family. Issues arising at
the workplace, as well as those considered
the ‘individual and private’—like abort-
iom, childcare and the right to self-
defined sexuality are all part of this
approach because oppression in the
family and exploitation at work rein-
force each other.Any political approach
which is restricted to the concerns of
working class women in the workplace
and community fails to recognise the
crucial role that today's women's libera-
tion movement plays in this fight
oppression.

EXTENDING A STRUGGLE FOR
LIBERATION.

A much debated question in the
women’ liberation movement is how to
develop a consciousness throughout
society as a whole about what this
thoroughgoing struggle for liberation en-
tails. The question is a familiar one to
active feminists: can this ‘feminist’ struggle
for liberation be extended to working
class women who are today organising
but outside the WLM itself.

Many argue the movement's efforts
should be to draw working class women
into the day to day activity of the WLM.
Clearly the participation of working
class women in the WLM is very welcome
in local groups, national WLM events,
and debates in the movement's journals.
However to concentrate on this can't be
the main, let alone the only, approach
to working class women. Whatever the
problems involved in the male domi-
nated structures of the British labour
movement, aclivists in the women’s
movement cannot alford to tumn their
backs on a consistent approach to the
organisations of the working class—par-
ticularly the trades unions.

Afterall, it is through these organisa-
tions that the struggles and debates of
the working class are structured, And
without a serious orientation to these
working class organisations the WLM
will fail to win behind its demands the
political and economic weight vital for
their successes, Furthermore, wamen
from different social layers in society
experience their oppression differently.
They consequently develop many dif-
ferent ways to fight back. This general
ohservation cambined with the par-
ticular weight of the British trades un-.
ions and the Labour Party, lead many

working class women to fight against
their oppression through the structure
of the labour movement and not the
Women's Liberation Movement,

The different forms of radicalization
in the last decade bears this out. During
the 1960's women in Britain began in
their millions to take to the streets de-
manding liberation and equal rights, They
were responging to the changing econo-
mic and social conditions confronted
by women in late capitalism: the increa-
sed demand for female labour, accom-
panied by contimung low pay and
low grades; and increase in the educa-
tional opportunities; the development
of medical skills in areas of birth con-
trol; the mechanmsation of domestic
tasks and pre-packaged food without
any real moves towards collectivised
domestic labour; and improvement in
social services and increased interven-
tion of the welfare state in areas of fam-
ily concern.

All women shared the experience of
these developments but they had a dif-
ferent impact on women from different
social lavers. For voung, educated women
the family was seen to block the increa-
sed opportunities and independence off-
ered by higher education., For example,
assumptions about women's future
motherly role meant many educated wo-
men found potential jobs taken by fel-
low male students.

S0, the women's liberation movement
which emerged explicitly challenged fam-
ily relationships and all they implied for
women's sexual, cultural and economic
existence. The movement also vigorously
challenged authority relations through-
out society—an approach shared by the
student and vouth radicalisation with
which it was associated. Although many
of the women involved in the WLM took
jobs in the white collar sector— particu-
larly in teaching, social work and the
media—their feminist activities were or-
ganised largely through the WLM and
not through the labour movement.

The roots of radicalisation for the
majority of working class women were
experienced differently. The activities
of these women were associated with
the wave of working class struggles
dgainst government economic and anti-
trade union policies, They took up the
fight for independence and equilaity off-
ered by the increased demand for female
labour, promises of equal pay and devel-
opments in the welfare state. And as
more working women joined the struggle
these issues broadened to include unioni-
sation, nurseries, equal rights in social
security and 50 on.

This development had a certain auto-
nomy from the radical challenge to auth-
ority posed by the student and vouth
movements, The role of the family in the
particular oppressive conditions of
women was not such a conscious ele-
ment of this radical ization. And these
women did not turn to the WLM to
organise their activities and discussions,
Indeed traditional ideas about women's
‘natural’ role in the family often re-
mained intact leaving little point of con-
tact with the WLM.



The problem faced by the WLM in
extending the ‘feminist’ understanding
—including the need to tackle the divi-
sion of labour in the family—are pres-
SiNg Ones.

But surely, the answers can be more
readilv found if we take the ideas of the
WLM to where working class women
are themselves organising, and therefore
most open to discussion, the trades un-
ions, community groups, labour parties,
strike committees.

So where s0 we start?

We have some experiences of sol-
darity to draw on: from the 1971 night-
cleaners sirike to todays support for the
EGA and the FDC in Liverpool. Femi-
nists are aclively involved in the unions
and the Labour Party in organising
schools, campaigns and committees in
the NUT, NATFE, NALGO, ASTMS
and LARC, to name but a few, [t's vital

we seriously evaluate campaigns around
abortion rights and the demands of the
Working Women's Charter.

For these discussions several ques-
tions are immediately posed: what con-
tribution can the women's movement
make to highlight the specific needs of
militants because they are women? What
problems face women militants because
of isolation, thanks to the nature of
male trades unionists? Does the trades
union inexperience of women strengthen
trade union buréaucrats who trv to dam-
pen and defuse their militancy; Would
women's cauyses in unions aid women
to confront these barriers? How bhest
can we force trades union and labour
leaders to do more than pass paper reso-
lutions on equality and independence?
How can we take discussion on the
wider issues of women' liberation into
struggles launched by working women
and win them to the ideas of our move-
ment?

-
g

Women's rights, a first step in the fight for women's liberation.

These problems need serious thought
and discussion and they won't be solved
if we try o bypass the organised struc-
tures of the trades unions or counter-
pose our own organisations of women
to these structures. In fact we should
make what we can of forums: union
journals, women's rights and advisory
committees, working parties on wo-
men’s issues, special schools, women's
conferences, trades council sub-commit-
tees and 50 on. Action groups set up to
campaign on specific issues within a un-
ion or place of work, with broad based
and official backing can only help to
achieve our goals, for example a cam-
paign for creche facilities, ‘nurse for a
woman's choice”,

This is what can help lorce the un-
ions to implement their policy on wormen,
And womens groups and causes to cam-
paign for these measures can also pro-
vide a forum for discussion on what
women s liberation entails




Women and

Ele ct Ion s Jude Arkwright and Sarah Roelofs,

An election is one of the few times
when the majority of people seem to be
able to actively involve themselves in
*political decision making’. Political ac-
tivity and discussion is legitimised for
all too brief a period, and many more
people take an interest in political
ideas.

Today attention is focused on elec-
tions as a political barometer to measure
attitudes in the face of vicious attempts
by the Labour Government to make
the working class pay for the economic
crisis. By-elections—like those in High
Wycombe, Brixton and Garscadden—
and the recent local council elections
have had top press coverage. Even low
turnouts (44% per cent in Brixton) ex-
pressed a political attitude; a demoralisa-
tion with all the major parties. Labour
supporters voted with their feet against
Labour's sell-out,

Mass ahstention, or, at best, critical
support for Labour offers a big opportu-
nity for the left to enter the political
arena created by the elections. The left
is able to argue for a socialist alterna-
tive toa far wider audience than is usu-
ally possible.

The extreme right certainly under-
stands this. In the local elections the
NF fielded 602 candidates. It has used
elections to terrorise the blick com-
munities, blame black people for poor
housing, lack of jobs and so on. The
NF isn't alone, SPUC, for instance, has
been just as gquick to use the opportu-
nity to gain a platform for the anti-
abortion campaign. It put abortion into
the limelight in the Garscadden by-
election. for instance.

To ignore electoral activity and re-
ject it as parliamentarian would be a grave
error. Instead, the left should be trying
to pose an alternative to ‘parliamentarian’
politics by campaigning for mass action,
Passive voting won't defend living stan-
dards, confront racism or fight for wo-
men's rights in practice as well as in
law!

Furthermore, elections can be a foe-
us to promote and highlight local strug-
gles. In Liverpool, for example, the cam-
paign of women workers fighting the
closure of the Fashion Design Centre
won wide publicity and support during
the election campaign. Many of the
women from the factory attended their
first political and elections meetings to
win support for their campaign.

How can the issues of women's lib-
eration be raised within the political
forum created at election times? How
do women relate to the elections? Do
they regard elections as irrelevant and
should we as feminists do the same?
What should our attitude be to the dif-
ferent election campaigns?

Voting trends analysed by sex Sug-
gest that the female vote is substant-
ially more conservative than the male
vote. “In the 1974 election figures
showed that either sex left to themsel-
ves would have produced a clear fnaj-
ority [or one party or another” claimed
The Guardian in an article on 5 May
1978, And women, it continued, would
have voted for the Conservatives,

On most polls women are also more
likely than men to be ‘Undecided’. But
this view is coupled with the strong im-
pression among political organisers that
women are increasingly less likely to
vote as their husbands direct!

Other studies of recent British elec-
tions have brought to light another ap-
pect of the rightward trend in wWomen's
voting patterns. Statistically, there are

more women in the older age groups in
the electorate, and more men in the
younger. Part of the apparent bias o1
women as a sex could be explained by
the greater consérvatism of older voters,
and not by the assumption that women
are naturally more conservative.

Women do not vote or take political
action in a vacuum. And this is the fail-
ing of most sociological voting studies—
women are abstracted from their posi-
tion in society. It is the isolated and
atomised situation of women in the
home that can cause them to lean to-
wards conservatism. Many women never
experience the collective strength that
is apparent in the factory situation,
and they are outside the main stream
of political activity. Anyone isolated
from collective discussion and support
is liable to want to hold on to the iden-
tity they have, and to reject that which
appears to challenge it. And what do
women have but homes, children,
housekeeping, passivity, feminity, and
sex appeal? Anything else we have to
fight for!

On the other hand, women are play-
ing a vital role in the fightback against
the ideological and material attacks on
the working class. They have often been
more ready to take action and fight it

out than men. Women's sell organisa-
tion has played an exemplary role in
strikes, pickets and demonstrations.

in Harlan County in the United
States, during the recent coal miners’
strikes, miners’ wives organised them-
selves to help with picket duty, gave
out leaflets, and fought the armed
thugs the mine owners sent in.

One result of women's inability to
become involved in labour movemant
structures is that they are more likely
to escape the bureaucratic grip of soc-
ial democracy. The trades union leader-
ship, tied to Labour's anti-working class
policies, has persistently sold their mem-
bership right down the river,

In these situations women fighting
for equal pay, against factory closures,
and for the democralic right to form
unions are less prepared to accept the
leadership's proposals for ‘compromi-
ses’. The catch 22 is that women’s in-
terests are ignored by union leaderships
in the first place.

The so-called apathy expressed by
women in election times is thus not nec-
essarily a reflection of their general re-
gponse to important political questions—
especially those directly hitting them.
Women are offered no real solutions to
their problems by most parties, and it is
no wonder that many women remain
deferential.

But with the present extent of the
crisis, and the class polarisation accom-
panying it, we as feminists have an im-
portant task in taking the issues con-
cerning us into the elections debates
and activities. We can’t allow SPUC
or any other anti-women organisations
to take the carpet from under our feet.

But we do also have to discuss how
we as feminists should organise in elec-
tions. Should we support particular
parties or would this exclude some of
the women we are hoping to involve?
Should we in that case perhaps stand
out our own candidates?

In France the pro-abortion group
Chaisir stood 100 candidates in the
first round of the elections in March
this vear on a simply pro-abortion plat-
form. Problems emerged from this. The
first was that Choisir took no position
on the important political issue facing
the French working class and oppressed
sections of society; the removal of Gis-
card and the right-wing government,
They addressed their demands to the



right and the left, making no disting-
tion between them. Certainly the rec-
ord of the Socialist and Communist
parties is not much better than ~rlscard,,
but the electoral victory of the PS and
PCF would have Tundamentally chan-
ged the French political situation, giving
women's movement a much more fav-
ourable possibility of raising its dem-
ands.

The second problem devolving from
this is that as feminists and socialists
we are attempting to raise the issues of
women's oppression in relation to the
averall struggle for socialism, During
elections where we can begin to pose a
socialist alternative platform, we wanl
out demands as women to be taken
up as a central part of the wider pro-
gramme for socialism, not iselated from
it, as many of the traditional parties
would like Lo see them

If we do not stand candidates should
we then call for a vote for or even vig-
orously campaign for particular canii-
dates as organised groups from the
WLM or simply as individuals? If we
are attempting to build a mass move-
ment of women around demands rels-
ting to their specific oppression it would
cut across that for the WLM or any or-
panised sections of it NAC, socialis!
feminist groups, local WONEN's Eroups
and so on, to align themselves to any
particular party, as this could split the
movement

[his need not mean however, that in
dividual women inside the WLM or in
particular groups should not be involved
in a campaign for a particular candidate
as individuals and it would be import-
ant for them to have the strength of
the autonoemous movement behind
them, In Leads, Socialist women set up
a specific action group to support Social-
ist Unity. They continued their involve-
ment in SWAG—a socialist feminist wo

men’s groun including a majority of

non-aligned women as welt as IMG, Big
Falme, Socialist Workers Party, Com-
munist Party and Labour Party—reali-
sing that it would be divisive to try to
commit SWAG as a whole to support
Socialist Unity. The group met separa-
tely from Socialist Unity to which it
sent delegates. They saw their tasks as
ensuring that the Socialist Unity elec-
tion programme was genuinely feminist
and later on in fighting for women candi-
dates, leaflets on women’ liberation,
meetings around the specific issues etc.
In Brixton Socialist Unity a women's
caucus was set up with these tasks in
mind and in order to ensure that wo-
men played a full role in the campaign
itself —large numbers of socialist femi-
nist militants participated in the cam-
paign and the caucus was an important
way of preserving autonomy within the
campaign.

This formula, however, leaves many
questions unanswered. This is whal we
can do as individual socialist feminists
but how should the women's movement
participate as an organised force in the
elections?

Is there a danger that the women’s
movement could fall into the trap of the
French sisters and find itself isolated
from the key political debates facing
the working class as a whole by refu-
sing to align itself to one party or
the other?

As socialist ferminists we are fight-
ing inside the women’s movement for it
to make links in struggle with sections
of the labour movement—in other words
for the development of class positions
within the women's movement, For
some of us this would mean that we
were in favour of a return of a Labour
Government. For despite the attacks by
the present Labour Government on
women and on the whale labour move-
ment through wage restraint, unemploy-
ment etc, we have to recognise that a

victory for the Tories would mean the
green light for further more blatant at-
tacks by the ruling class, ie. that a
Tory victory would represent a defeat
for all those fighting the ruling class of-
fensive. Only by arguing for a return of
Labour can we place ourselves within
the right camp to argue and fight for
real socialist policies, as opposed to
Labour's sell-outs. But does this mean
that we would argue for women's
groups and other organisations of the
women's movement to adopt a formal
position in favour of Labour?

At this stage such a position would
in fact be no better than that of the
radical feminists who are at present ar-
guing that the women’'s movemenl
should extend its demands to include
a blueprint/strategy for the women'’s
movement. Many socialist feminists
have argued correctly against this on
the grounds that it would be sectarian
to do this because at this stage we have
to win broader masses of women around
specific demands that they can relate
to and not ask them to agree to either
a radical feminist or a socialist femi-
nist strategy in order to do this. Asking
the women's movement as an organisa-
tion to commit itself to Labour does
imply a certain strategy—particularly
in view of the fact that women are
alienated and excluded from the work-
ing class organisations and do not have
the same attitudes to politics as many
working class man.

But whatever the answers Lo these
questions socialist feminists should be
arguing for a certain approach to work
in elections—an approach which embo-
dies united front tactics but enables
the women's movement to raise its de-
mands,

NAC and Elections

NAC has been forced to get involved

Picture from Hackney Flashers Collective



in elections because SPUC launched them-

sefves headlong into an unexpected
spate of electoral activity, distributing
thousands of leallets with “Not the
NAC, not the State, Foetuses must de-
cide their fate!", holding extremely

well attended public meetings and so on.

In many election campaigns, abortion
has automatically become'a key issue—
for example, in the West of Scotland
{e.g. Garscadden, Hamilton) with the
high Labour Catholic vote, or in abor-
tion black spots such as Birmingham.
In other areas, the WLM and NAC will
have to raise the issue themselves.

NAC activists explain how the abor-
tion campaign will respond to election
campaigns: *Our aim is to totally ex-
pose all the candidates positions on the
issue, using all the information we can
lay our hands on. such as voting records,
Depending on the local situation, NAC
will have the chance to explain differ-
ent aspects of its aims. Racism in the
Brixton by-election meant it was nec-
essary to highlight our total opposi-
tion to forced abortion and sterilisa-
tion. In all NAC's activities there is a
commaon emphasis on the right of wo-
men to choose.

NAC is not in favour of calling for
a vote for, or aligning itself with, any

particular candidate, organisation, or
party. As a single issue campaign it can
not take a position an all the other is-
sues in candidates manifestos. To do

g0 would cut across the aim of build-
ing NAC as a broadly based campaign.
Potential supporters could be put off

if NAC took 4 position on any electoral
candidates. However, we are very much
in favour of speaking at candidates
meetings, from the platform if possible!
We make it though in our speeches that
we are not therefore supporting that

or any candidate.

During the Garscadden by-election
campaign Glasgow NAC leafletted and
petitioned (for an out-patient clinic
in the area) in the constituency, We
held a public meeting and invited all
the candidates. Questions put to the
latter particularly exposed the back-
peddling of the Labour candidate
Donald Dewar. **No one is going to
whip me into line!” Dewar replied to a
question on his refusal to be bound by
Labour Party policy (for free abortion
on request).

Sammy Barr the Communist Party
candidate ran contortionist circles a-
round his contradictory policy of sup-
port for a woman's right to choose
but against free abortion on demand,

A Guide to your rights

THE LAW AND SEXUALITY

The Scottish Labour Party cands-
date Shoona Farrell, an anti-abortinist
argued that she was a great supporter of
women's rights, but abortion was not an
issue for women’ liberation. South
West London NAC group in the Brixton
by-election leafletted the constituency
and held street meetings.

Asa campaign around the fourth
demand of the women's liberation move-
ment, NAC is particularly interested
in linking up with other WLM groups
and campaigns in electoral work.

One idea for the Brixton by-election
was to find out if the local Women
Against Racism and Fascism groups
were going to hold a public meeting
and ask for a speaker on their platform.
We also try and involve labour and stud-
ent movement groups in our activity.”

NAC has been forced to confront
the question of elections head on. Other
activists in the women’s movement have
not vet done so. Whatever way we do
this and whatever political basis it is
crucial that the women's movement
uses elections to further its campaigns
and raise its demands. As socialist femi-
nists we should be arguing strongly for
this in the lead up to the general elec-
tion.

How to cope with the law if you're not 100% conventionally helems_exuai.
Published by Grass Roots Books and Manchester Law Centre; available from:
Grass Roots Books, 1 Norton Street, Piccadilly, Manchester 1 and alternative
bookshops. 23.95 cloth bound and *1.00 paperback.



A Paper for
the Unions

Out of the Rut

Report of the Working Women'’s Charter Conference.

60 women gathered in Manchester in June to discuss the
future of the Working Women's Charter Campaign. The num-
bers indicated the difficulties facing the Campaign- previous
conferences drew 5 times the number. There was a good span
of experience and representation from unions like NUT;
NATFHE, ASTMA, COHSE, NUPE, CPSA and NALGO. Many
of these women had little previous contact with womens libera-
tion movement campaigns and saw the conference as an oppor-
tunity to discuss ways of taking up women's oppression in their
unions, After a valuable exchange of experiences and an honest
assessment of the Charter Campaign most went away confident
about the future.

NEGATIVE

It was evident from the conference attendance that women
from socialist feminist groups and women’s liberation groups
have developed a negative cynicism about the campaign and
have begun to ignore it. It was felt that this trend had to be re-
versed. The Campaign needed new life and support rebuilt.

A resolution was adopted which tried to tackle some of the
problems. It was agreed that the Charter still raised importani
issues and laid the basis for a fight wind these in the trade
unions. Some women pointed out that this was particularly im

portant with the retreat on these issues in the labour movement
with speeches about the sanctity and security of family life.

However, it was felt that ideas about the Campaign itself
needed a radical overhaul. Local and trade union Charter groups
have béecome redundant 4s socialist feminist groups, women’s
gns in unions have mush-
rocmed. Groups set up exclusively around the Charter demands
are no substitute for these. Any attempt to make them so is

action groups and women’s ¢cam

The Equal Pay wnd Sew discraminatson Acts promised women cquality amd isdepen-
dence, her twsd vears have passed il waimens vigh ts aie snll under attack. Women in

wuninns amd wimen's iwaensenis are fightiog back. In mony umions, women's rights com-

i e, WO s e dnil wonen's conterences ane discussing how 1o tike up @ real
Vight For exquality sl independence

These notivities woald he strengthensd be o natiomal newspaper simed a1 the trode
windimis. Thie eaper wismilid deaw tioge e exprriences aml discussiogs Trimn different
anians and campaigny snd mebalise booad sepgor for parnicular snegsles

& dis receni natiinal Gonlerence, the Wistkine Womens Charier € umpiaign apreed b
tiert overils ueswspaper bl gk

The newespaper is presenly comminted 1 Gelie aromsid the 10 demands of the Work -
g Wonaen's Charter devsn up I Lombon Trudes Coupcil in 1974, These demands
dmw jogether te mun sspects of womei strapgles fon ilependence ond eguality
Tl Chagter hos bewn sdapied by fourieen national unimns, many unlon branches, irade

doomed 1o fail.

Instead the Conference agreed to win existing women's groups
in the community, colleges and unions to a fight around the is-
sucs raised by the Charter as a compliment to their other activi-
ties. This allows women's liberation groups to strengthen
links with women in unions, the workplace and the community,
It also provides a basis for wider issues of womeén’s oppression
to be raised during struggles on single issues, like-equal pay or
maternity

neir

NEW LEASE OF LIFE

The most important decision ol the Conference was to re-
launch the Charter paper as a link and backup to the diverse
struggles of women around thescissues. A conference has been
called for the Autumn to re-launch the paper. The doors of the
conference will be gpened wide to allow participants of activists
in the unions and women’'s movement to take feminist issues to
a wider audience of women —particilarly working class women
in the community and workplace,

During the conterence, the delegates of Workers Power and
the ICL withdrew from the Campaign. But the majority of
the Conference felt that
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No Revolution in
Women's Health

Sharon Carpenter takes a look at Well Woman Clinics and their contribution to solv-
inzg women’s health problems in a run-down National Health Service.

“Period pains? [ won't prescribe any-
thing, She’ll grow out of it™,

“Have vou been a naughty girl? Has
vour boyfriend slept with anyone else?”

“It's the menopause. All women have to
£o through it™,

Those attitudes must ring a bell with
many women. They are just examples
of the patronising, moralising, let-them-
suffer attitude of so many male doctors
to women,

Some elements in the NHS hierarchy
are aware of the backwardness of many
doctors, and are beginning to offer par-
tial solutions to the problem.

One of these is the idea of Well
Woman clinics, In the London horough
of Islington there are five such clinics,
with the capacity to see about ten women
every week or fortnight.

The idea grew out of the expenience
of one of the Nursing Officers in run-
ning a cancer-screening clinic in the arca,
Why treat just one part of a woman's
body? was the question she asked, 5o
Well Woman clinics were born in Is
lington.

The idea of these clinics—entirely
preventative medicine, places you can
make an appointment with and not tell
your own doctor, where you get a com-
plete physical check-up—proved very
popular, Locally, there are waiting lists
of two weeks for most of the Well
Woman clinics. Mationally, the CHC has
been inundated with letters from wo-
men wanting to know where their
nearest clinic is.

Some women would be prepared
to travel up to forty miles just for their
peace of mind. A woman from Not-
tingham discovered that her nearest
clinic was—puess where—Islington,
London.

PREVENTION IS BETTER THAN
CURE

The need for preventative health care

for women is of pressing urgency. England
and Wales come top of the league tahles
together with Denmark for a high inci-
dence of breast cancer—and a large num-
ber of these are late discoveries. One in

18 women gets breast cancer, and only

a fifth of these are cured. Yet if caught

early, it can be successfully treated

Cervical smears too can be a Lighly
effective form of preventative medicine
with regular check-ups, any abnormality
can be treated quickly and easily. Bul
many GP's won't do this routine screen
ing for women under 35.

Even the Equal Opportunities Com-
mission recognised the value of clinics
like these in their evidence te that august
body, the Royal Commission on the
Mational Health Service

They said: “There is need in the
health care of women for a chme ser-
vice which will operate side by side
with general practice, This clinic service
would offer and advertise treatment for
contraception, VD, abortion, menopau-
sal problems, psycho-sexual counselling
and screening for cervical and breast

CANCET,

More and more there is an accept-
ance of Well Woman clinics as part of
the Health Service. In January this year,
Enfield and Haringey Area Health Auth-
ority claimed there were financial restr-
ictions on them as far as establishing
Well Woman chnics went, Three months
later plans for a Well Woman clinic were
included *"in the planning cyvcle for this
year for a new Health Centre in the
area. But will we get more of these
climics? 1t's actually quite on the cards
but only as part of the Health Service
rationalisation— commonly known as
the cuts.

CUT PRICE HEALTH CARE

Owver the nextten years Health Ser-
vice planners aim to reduce the number
of hospitals and increase the number
of clinics housing doclors’ practices,
Once you've gol the clinics, you've
got the basis for a Well Woman's clinie,
which doesn’t cost much in terms ol
Health Service budgets.

Of course, they will continue to offer
a service well below need. That is, and
always has been, the maxim of a fund-
starved British Health Service, So an
obvious demand from women is for
more of the clinics, with enough ses-
sions and at convenient times, where a
mother can bring her children and a
working woman can come after work.

MORE KNOWLEDGE NEEDED

But is the service offered what we want?
I5 this sort of medicine going to per-
petuate ideas about “women’s problems”
as things which must be kept hidden
at all costs, something to be ashamed
of. Or will it help us gain greater cont-
rol over and pride in our own bodies
through understanding them and know-
ing when to seek medical help and
check-ups?

Experience of these clinics so far does
not look promising. One clinic sends
results of tests straight 1o the woman’s
doctor. If the woman herself wants to
know she must leave a stamped addressed
envelope specially.

What it all adds up to is a reinforee-
ment of old attitudes to women, nol a
breaking from them. It's a liberal con-
cern with women's problems, not an
understanding of women's needs—be-
cause the most crying need for women's
health is knowledge: and de-mvstifi-
cation of our bodies and the cure for
our ills,

Surely this need should be financed
by the Health Service we all contribute
to, yet have no say in how it is run?
Well Woman's clinics as they are now
are undoubtedly a step in the right dir-
ection, but they leave all the things
which lead to that appallingly high fig-
ure of women with breast cancer un-
touched. They leave women just 4 num-
ber on her National Health Service
card, filed away in some convenient
place.

Obviously if we, as lfeminists, run
a clinic, we do things to break down that
ideology and combat its roots in any way
we can. We also organise it collectively
and demeocratically so that we can en-
sure that any faults are corrected--as
happens now with self-help groups be-
gun by women from the Women's
Movement,

But once we start demanding Health
Service money—as we have every right
to—bureaucracy and red-tape get in our
way. We have no formula for how we
could exercise real community control
over a clinic for women funded by the
Health Service, so we remain faced with
two inadequate choices: Health Service
funding and no control, or do-it-your-
self.



INTERNATIONAL

REPORTS

“International

- Women's Day

For the first time since the rise of the
women's movement ten vears ago fem-
inists from different parts of the world
co-ordinated activities for International
Women's Day. The idea of using March
8 to commemorate women's struggles
internationally was first proposed at
the Vincennes Conference in 1977,

After the Conference several co-
\.l]d]!'lﬂl”]]:’ meglings were l'#]ﬁ:.‘ll'lli-':l-'l.‘l 1o
discuss the issues of abortion, employ-

went and repression. In these meetings

women from Germany, England, Austria,
Belgium, Spain, France, Italy, Switzer-
Jand, the Basgue Country and groups
of African and Lalin-American women
were represented. Furthermore greet-
ings were sent by women from Portu-
gal, Denmark and Sweden. This has
been an important step towards better
communication among women from
different countries, in spite of all the
limitations and organizational problems
encountered during these meetings.

Some of the events that took place
on International Women’s Day show us
the development of the movement dur-
ing recent years.

In Canada, 8000 women demon-
strated in different cities. The largest
march took place in Montreal, with
3 000 women, Different activities
about the liberation of women were
organised between the 20th of Feb
ruary and the | 1th of March

In Spain, for the first time lurge
demonstrations were organized all
over the country. Also Tor the first
time the feminist movement had the
support of the worker's movement as
was seen from the demonstration in
Barcelona, In Madrid B 000 people de-
munded amnpesty for women, the
right to work, legalisation of birth

control and abortion

In France severial thousands of wo-
men demonstrated in Paris and other
cities on the 4th of March. It is sig-
nificant that for the hirst time groups
of African, Latin-American amd Arab
waomen joined the march which was
in fact a real proof of international
solidarity

In Mexico o week of events aboul
the liberation of women was organized.
Women from different trade unions,
political organizations and other organi-
eations discussed the need to build up
alliances with the organized workers
and to continue fighting for women's
demands through an aulonomous wo

men's movement, It was stressed that
ahortion was not only & women's issue
but a class issue, since it is poor wo-
men who have to risk their lives at

the hands of unskilled butchers.

In Chile, under the most ferocious
repression, the Association of Privet
Women Emplovees announced an event
in which 25 trade union federations
participated. Some of the demands of
the Chilean women are: immediate
povermental answer about the disapp-
eared, creation of food centres and
popular restaurants in cach town of the
country: the restitution of half a litre
of milk for ¢ach child from birth un-
til the age of ten, the right to health
service and the organization of women's
committees for the resistance,

In Great Britain, a demonstration Look
place an the 4th of March. The Wo-
men's Art Alliance organized 3 weeks
of events where Malaysian, Fthopian,
Latin-American and British women's
groups participated. On the 8th of
March there was a rally where women
from Africa, the Caribbeéan, Latin-

America, Tran and Ireland denounced
the situation of women in their coun
tries that have to face the sexist, racist
and repressive nature of their societics
On the other hand British groups spoke
about some aspects of their local stru-
BT

This brief report gives evideénce of
the different aspects that the fight
for Women’s Liberation takes in the
different countries and thal 8 major
integration of the
into the strug
Wy

wodnen's movement

I¢ of the masses is under

The Feminist Movement and the Inter-
national Activities.

Although the feminist movement
has basically developed in the advanced
capitalist countries, in the last few
vears women from different colonial
and pec-colonial countries have star-
ted 1o organize independently, However,
their struggle has a different perspec-
tive, as we can see in the platform of
the Chilean women for example, be-
caunse it centers on the super-exploita-
tipn, the poverty and the repression
n their countries.

Motwithstanding these differences,
we must poiat out that the radicali-
zation of women from these countries
and their organization to putl forward
their own demands independently
have been, to a large extent, influ-
enced by the feminist movements in
the advanced capitalist countries.
Then, in some countries like Brazil
and Mexico, groups of women are
emerging, convinced that the only
way to understand the character of
our oppression and to fight against i
must be done through an autono-



IMOUs ‘\.'r'”n'll.{‘f'l‘?i movement

As part of the same process, wo-
men from these countries living in ad-
vanced capitalist countries as pol
refugees, students or economic immi
grants are developing a greater con-

1 d

sclousness about their specific opp-
ression, and they, too, are organizing.
In this way, we have witnessed the up-
surge of African, Latin-American and
Arab women's groups in Paris, the
rrican and black wo-
the US and here in
Britain we find the Black Women's
CGroup, the Latin-American Women's
Group, The Asian Women's Gi
the lranian Women’s Group, the Irish

WP,

Women's Group. This phenomenon is
repeated in other European countries,
What is the importance of this
phenomenon for the feminist move-
ment? What contribution can European
women make to the fight of their sis-
ters in the colonial and neo-colonial
countries and how could our struggle

be related to it?

We cannot go deeply into these
questions here, but we will point out
some general considerations based on
the experience that the groups had in

the organization of the Rally for
the International Women's Day in
Britain, We will stress the importance

1 and should

that such an experience ha
have for an international feminist move-
ment

I'he illustration of the oppressive
‘iIILJiI"nllI! '!I.'Iil'l WOITIEN i.".\F'I.'lIL'.'I-\.:.'
in Africa, Asia, Latin-America and
Ireland, shows us clearly that though
women's oppression is common to all
women it takes different forms ac
ding to the objective situation of

countries, The economic exploitati

of Women, sexism as an QppPressive

ideology, the role of the family, the
role of imperialism adding new elements
to women's oppression, the catholic
church and other religious beliefs as

|
social forces are vital guestions in the
analysis of the character of the oppres
gsion and therefore of the radicalization
of women in those countries, We must
realize that all the elements deter-
mining women's oppression in advan-

ced capitalist countries will not neces

sarily apply in the case of colonial
and neo-colonial countries
British women must develop an

gwareness of the different factors in-

nist consciousness in the

i nec-colonial countries
For example we cannol deal with

abortion and contraception without

considering the way in which family
planning is used by the state in under-
cloped countres (¢.g. forced steri-
hization), It is of great importance
that the condemnation of these prac-
tices are being incorporatéd into the
demands of some feminists Eroups in
advanced countriesl This fact repre-
sents a concrete form of solidarity
with the sisters of other countries.
Rather than being an activ limited
e moral support through signing peti-
lions or coniributing money, the work
of solidarity is taken to be a central

part of women's strugele for liberation.
Solidarity in many groups has almost
exclusively deals with human rights
Although this is an important task,

it should not be the only one.

Besides these factors, the feminist
movement in the advanced capitalist
countries has sccumulated experiences
that women from other countries should
tuke into account. For example rape
and the case of battered women
have been the cause of important battles




in USA and Europe, In underdeveloped
countries these two phénomena reach
violent proportions unknown by the
advanced capitalist countries. De-
mands of this kind could be used as
important spearheads for the mobiliza-
tion of women from the different social
classes in these countries. Without

any doubt all of them would find a
common ground of action around
these 1ssues.

Therefore, ongoing work among the
different groups and unified mobiliza-
lions are necessary (o carry oul & more
active work of solidarity inside the femi-
nist movement and to exchange exper
iences in a reciprocol way.

The participant groups in the organi-
zation of the rally exposed important as-
pects of the women's struggle that the
feminist movement has not considered
in depth. For example the Black Wo-
men's Group presented a paper about

“Women and the anti-imperialist struggle’

in which the imperialist penetration i
exposed as a source for new contradic-
tions in the life of women. This debate
1§ crucial for the feminist movement
and it should g
The Latin-American and

Alrican

groups, and the ‘repression commassion’
of the French feminist movement, also
raised the question of how to dewvelop
international work on the réepression of
women in all forms. Although more dis-
cussion is needed some proposals that
have already been voiced are: to set
up an International Tribunal to judpe
crimes against women, and to declare an
international day against the repression
of women with simultaneous activities in
different countries. The existence of a
French commission on women's repres-
sion has been useful in creating a greater
awareness of the importance of this
kind of work and could be could be
copied by women in other countries.
Although the international co-ordina-
tion of the feminist movement has taken
important steps, some criticisms have
already been made, for example the
danger that international co-ordinatior
involves a hierarchial and centralized
structure, incompatible with the way the
feminist movement ought to work,
Furthermore, there have been weak-
mnication between the
different groups; more detailed and
up to date information about each
country 15 needed. We should not

NESSCSs 1IN COmn

overlook these criticisms, but if they
are to be affective, they should be
made together with proposals of alter-
native wayvs of organising co-ordination
internationally

Finally, we consider that the parti-
cipant groups in the Rally might be-
come the basic nucleus around which
international co-ordination could be or-
ganized in Britain. There are some Bri-
tish groups already working on differ-
ent aspects of repression like the wo-
men against fascism and racism and
the women’s group against rape. It is
important that these groups could be-
come integrated in these activities.
But the mature, functions and form of
organization must be the outcome of
a discussion between the different groups
working in England.

The British Feminist Movement has
a particularly rich history of experien-
ces, fights and theoretical analysis about
the oppression of women, Therefore. it
can not concentrate its struggle around
small local groups that tend increasingly
to be isolated.




International

ampaign
Launched for
Right to

Massive mobilizations for the right to
abortion in New Zealand have been or
ganized in the recent pericd by a united
front of women's organizations. In spite
of this, at the beginning of April, the
!EI'I'.-':."'T'I"'I'N."IT\.-' E'.\,|'\‘ii.‘|_| a4 OWwW W -'-r.|\_'-\.| In

; rdance with a report of the Roval
Commission assigned to study the “pro-
blem™ of abortion.

Apart from the laws passed under fas-
cism, this law is clearly onc

of the most
essive and inhumane in the world

Even a woman who has been raped does
nof have the right t«

cazses of meest and m

)=

abartion, Only

ntal deficiency
are considered “valid
for abortion.

The Auckland Medical Aid Centre,
which was responsible for nearly 82
percent of abortions performed in New
Zealand, will probably have to close for

justifications

lack of patients. Only fifteen women have

have obtained permission to have abor-
tions since the law was passed, We can
imaging the despair felt by all the rest.

To be sure, thisis an extreme example,

and a particularly cruel step backward
from a situation that in fact enabled a
poud number of women to vbtain abo
tions under relatively decent conditions,

But it would be a mistake to see this as

a ““slipup” on the part of the ruling
class in a given country.

FEMININE CRIMES

In most countries in the world, wo-
men still do not have the right to abor-
tion. They still do not have the right to
freely decide whether or not to have
children. And this zoes not only for the
lonial or semicolonial countries, but
also for a country like Spain, where the
“democratization” of political life has
not yvet done away with forty years of
Francoism and the omnipotence of the

Catholic church where women’s social
position is concerned. 1t appears that
nearly 80 per cent of the women now
in prison in these countries were put
there for so-called “feminine crimes’,
primarily abortion,

In the Netherlands, Belgium, Swit-
rerland, and West Germany —to cite only
a few examples of capitalist countries
where women have been fighting for
this right for years—abortion is still pun-
ishable, except under very unusual cir-
CUmatanues,

I'he extend 1o which the law 18 car-

ried out appears to vary .|-C;.'|-'.L||1L;_' 1o
the country and area, but one thing is
certain—the ruling class is doing every
thing in its power to forestall having to
recognize women as individuals in their
own right, free to control their bodies
and plan their hives. And when it is-fin
ally pushed to the wall by a mass move-
ment demanding liberalization of the
law, and forced tosurrender, it gener-
ally manages to do so at the least pos-
sible expense, as shown by the Veil law
in France. In addition to all the restric-
tions this law imposes, it does not pro-

vide for reimbursing the cost of abort-
ion through Social Security

EFFECTS OF THE CRISIS

But what comes through most clearly
today, in this period of economic and
social crisis, 15 that even in those coun-
tries where the law has been liberali-
zed, the governments in office are the
first to support the most reactionary
wing of the bourgeoisie, which con-
stantly demands the elimination of the
meagre rights won, They may do this in
pn indirest way, tiuevwgh heayy euts in
public spending (which always results




asif by accident, in reducing funds allot-
“ted for abortion in hospitals). Or they
may do it openly, by inserting restric-
tive clauses in the law on the strength

of parliamentary debates, often on the
pretext of being able to better “protect
women against abuses.”

In Great Britain, for example, for
three yvears there has been one amend-
ment after another, all alike—whether
;proposed by Labour Party ar Conser-
vative Party members—all equally reac-
tionary, and all with one aim: to pre-
vent women from taking advantage of
a law that is already quite hedged with
restrictions, and to place the decision
back in the hands of doctors, husbands,
government, and the courts—everyone,
that is, except those'who have the most
at stake,

We have just seen the appeals by the
pope to try to prevent any application
of the law recently passed in Italy, a re-
strictive law that makes abortion depen-
dent on the husband’s consent, and puls
it practically out of the reach of minors.
A law that, according to the latest
polls, stands very little chance of being
implemented in a country where the
majority of hospitals are still run by
the church {(many of them are owned
by religious orders).

The pope's appeals to doctors and
hospital staff, issued the very day the
law took effect, calling on them, as good
Christians, to make use of the consc-
ience clause and the right afforded them
by law tn refuse to perform abortions,
do seem to have been widely heeded.
The first survey carried out in the capi-
tal shows that 90 to 95 percent of hos-
pital workers—nuns made up a large
part of the nurses—refuse to perform
legal abortions.

DIVIDING WOMEN

The attempts to divide women—
minors and those of age, native-born
and immigrants, white and black, rich
and poor—appears to be paving off.
Witness the American bourgeoisie's
support for the Hyde amendment,
which eliminated federal funds, desig-
ned to help the poorest women ohtain
abortions in facilities with very high
costs (almost 40 percent of Black wo-
men are in this situation). This meas-
ure had a domino effect, since a num-
ber of state governments rushed to fol-
low the example it set by cutting off
funds. In several states, this was fol-
lowed by attempts by district courts
to reintroduce provisions in the law
requiring the consent of the husbhand,
or parents in the case of minors.

A further amendment has been
proposed that would enable employers
to refuse to pay wages to women who
have taken time off for an abortion.
We should not forget to mention the
outlandish requirements for abortion
dlinics in terms of equipment which
are aimed at keeping as many of them
as possible from-opening, and making
them impossible to run because of the
staggering financial burden involved.

This amendment was clearly an
open invitation to the right wing. In

the recent period, this resulted in
the use of physical violence by extreme
right-wing forces against all those who
tried to implement the law. There
have been countless attacks on abor-
tion clinics. The arson attack on an
abortion clinic in Cleveland, Ohio, is
only one example in a long series of
crimes committed by groups who
make no secret of their racist views.
They are the same ones who, in
Puerto Rico and elsewhere, support
the population-control policies im-
posed by the imperialists on ethnic
minorities or colonized peoples.
Mearly half the female population on
the island of Puerto Rico, and almost
a third of Indian women in the United
States have been forcibly sterilized.
There has been talk of a plan by the
Agency for International Development,
which has CLA ties, to forcibly steri-
lize no less than 100 million women,
There is no néed to explain that
such measures are aimed above all at
women in the Third World countries,
But we should note that in Europe as
well, forced sterilization is often impo-
sed on immigrant women who enter
hospitals after a self-induced miscarr-
iage owing to the absence of legal abor-
tion, Numerous examples of this can
be seen in France particularly,

FIRST INTERNATIONAL MEETING

Therefore, there is an urgent need
for a campaign for legal abortion and
contraceplion, and against forced steri-
lization. This is what was discussed by
the women who attended the meeting
in London on June 10 and 11 called by
the National Abortion Campaign (NAC)
in Britain.

Although this first intérnational
meeting on abortion was not represen-
tative enough, nevertheless, it enabled
the delegates and observers present to
lay the groundwork for a campaign that
aims to be massive and open to all for-
ces in the women's movement and lab-
our movement who can be expected to
support such an initiative.

Present were representatives of the
Mational Abortion Campaign, the na-
tional abortion coordinating committees
in the Netherlands and Belgium,

CISAl (Campaign for Information on
Abortion) from Bologna, women's abor-
tion and contraception centers from
Barcelona and Madrid, groups from the
women's movement in Switzerland,
Paris-based groups trying to launch a
campaign to enforce the Veil law,

the Labour Party, and the Fourth In-
ternational.

A date was set for an international
day of action next April, with the under-
standing that regular meetings would
be held between now and then. (The
NAC delegates agreed in principle to be
responsible for the main coordinating
tasks). Right from the start there was
a general desire not to restrict such a
campaign to a European framework, but
to do whatever was necessary to see
that it assumed truly international
proportions, Hence the importance of
paving attention to the special problems

facedby women in the colonial count-
ries, and not focussing the entire cam-
paign on the demands of women in
the imperialist capitalist countries al-
one.

Thus the following central slogan was
adopted: *For abortion, contraception,
and women's rights. No to forced steri-
lization.”

Other demands relative to implemen-
ting the law, securing funding, establish-
ing clinics, insuring the availability of
sex education and contraceptives, and
so on, can be discussed in each country
depending on the specific situation, and
be included in posters taking the special
features more into account. But it was
proposed at the meeting that an inter-
national poster, translated into several
languages, be the overall sy mbal of
the campaign, and that a preliminary
version be voted on at the next coordi-
nating meeting to be held in Brussels
September 23—124.

Among the topics to be discussed are
the text of a call for the day of action,
methods of building the campaign and
coming up with the necessary funds,
and the type of propaganda to use to
see that it gets the widest possible res-
ponse,

The newsletter Donng published by
the CISAl group has offered to serve as
the liaison for this campaign, and the
written contibutions that have been re-
quested for the September meeting will
be the basiz for articles that will be
submitted for publication in the femi-
nist press in various countries, or per-
haps for an information bulletin inside
a given country.

The fundamental goal, of course, is to
arrive at unitary committeés in each
country, uniting the largest number of
feminist groups, political organizations,
and trade unions, ready to launch a
vigorous battle for women's inalienable
right to control their bodies and decide
their own fate,

This article is reprinted from
Intercontinental PressfInprecor
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DEBATEDEBATEDEBATE

Socialism,
Politics and
Personal Life

In this issue the debate sparked off by John Ross’s article on *Capitalism, Politics and
Personal Life’ is continued by Margaret Coulson, an activist in the WLM and on the revo-

lutionary left for many years.

We also open up further debates we hope will be of interest to you. Firstly on how to
and how far we can combat sexism within mixed political organisations.

Then Rose Knight and Judy Watson of the National Abortion Campaign explain their
position in the debate in the pro-abortion movement on what time limit for abortions,

if any.

Socialist Woman has taken Zaretsky's book, Capitalism. the
family and personal life as a starting point for discussion of
the relationship beiween politics and personal life and of its
significance for revolutionary politics and organisation.

| think Laretsky's book had made two useful contribu-
tions to such a discussion. He has outlined quite an interest-
ing historical interpretation of the development of personal
life as an area of experience separated off from the rest ol
social life, a development associated with the impact of capit-
alism on the family. And he has made some of the concern of
the women’s and gay movements more accessible to the sect-
ions of the left. For what are probably a range of complicated
and contradictory reasons male heterosexual members of lefi
groups often find it more difficult or are inhibited about rela-
ting directly to the writings from the women's and gay move-
ments.

While acknowledging the validity of his contribution, there
are a number of ways in which it is inadequate as a starting
point for this discussion: Firstly because the analysis of the
relationship between personal and public life within capital-
ism has already been developed much further and more fully
in ather writings: for example in the explorations of the rela-
tionship between domestic labour and wage labour, in the
examination of the relationship between the family and

the state, the position of women and the structuring of the
welfare state; in the analysis of sexuality within capitalism
and the attempts to identify the processes which construct per-
sonal (sexed) identity.1 1t is true thatfew books bringing all
these aspects together in an integrated and developed way al-
though Ann Foreman’s Feminity and Alienation,is stimula-
ting and sharply critical attempt
But 1o take this discussion seriously must require a recognition
of the range and extent of the work on it which is already be-
gurn.

Besides this Zaretsky writes about politics and personal
life as an outsider; there is a split between himself and his sub-
ject matter of an entirely traditional kind, and so he is able to
preface his ‘first work” with the usual bourgeois dedication to
‘my wife’ and ‘my daughter” without any apparent recogni-
tion that certain contradictions are implied by this, This sort
of split has been considerably undermined within the WOImen's
and gay movements, and this has been an important {though
not new) political development as I'll try to show later,

SIDE-STEFPING NEW CRITIQUES.

If the critiques and contributions of feminism to revolution-
ary socialism are insufficiently represented in Zarestsky's
book, they are even less appreciated by John Ross in his pre-




dominantly defensive response to Zaretsky. John Ross's un-
derstanding seems to be limited to a sort of charicature of the
issues raised by feminism and sexual politics. Will it be “better”
to be homosexual or heretosexual “after the revolution™? John
Ross reassures us that the revolutionary party will allow us to
decide that for ourselves. As a challenge to the repression of
gay people in the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, China, Cuba
ete. today that point is important. But to imply that in some
way it resolves the relationships between personal life and
revolutionary politics both evades and trivialises the questions
posed by the feminist and gay liberation movements. Ross has
written in defense of the revolutionary party and its primacy
in political struggle. His article makes one interesting point:
that the revolutionary party cannot be and is not the sole re-
volutionary authority on every important question. But why
does Ross side step recent feminist critiques of revolutionary
theory and the practice of the left, with its varieties?(To

point to the weaknesses of the left as a whole in this respect is
not to ignore differences between left organisations on ques-
tions of women’s liberation and sexual politics, merely 1o note
that the common weaknesses have generally been more impres-
sive; nor is it to deny the potential which marxism may yet
have as a tool in overcoming these weaknesses).

Ross sees three distinct areas of struggle in capitalism (and
continuing beyond it into socialism): the social which is the
sphere of such movements as women's liberation and the gay
mavement (to movements of black people, oppressed national
minorities etc. fit in here too?). The economic, which is the
sphere of trade union organisation; and finally the political
in which the revolutionary party
The women's movement as a social movement concerned with
social questions can therefore be allowed its autonomy from
the revolutionary party. But if a social question becomes poli-
tical because at some time it raises issues relating to the state,
what then becomes of feminist autonomy. Presumably, accord-
ing to John Ross's scheme it becomes irrelevant because at
that moment the leadership of the struggle will be assumed by
the revolutionary party. But how will this happen?

How will the revolutionary party come to understand the
issues raised by the question of abortion, for example. Both a
parasitical and elitist model of the party are implied here. The
party’s interest and wisdom about abortion somehow arrive
when it becomes a demand to be placed upon the state; before
that, apparently, the issue is not political, a concern for the
women's movement not the party,

John Ross's formula blocks us off from understanding the
processes involved in the development of politics. For what
seems to me to be most funcamentally unacceptable in Ross's
article is his method and style. These seem to have more in
common with a bourgeois academic obsession with static cate-
gories and the compartmentalisation of things than with mar-
ism which I had understood to be an approach which developed
and used concepts in terms of relationships and processes. Ross
sets up definitions backed up by quotations from the most re-
versed marxist authorities and appends extraordinarily lengthy
footnotes, but whatever the revelance of these they are no
substitute for critical discussion and argument (unless we have
moved into the realms of religious faith where the word of
god (Marx/Lenin/Trotsky . . . ) is enough.)

| imagine that Marx was taking his distance from exactly
this sort uf method and style when he said that he was not a
marxist. | don't think everything contained in Ross's article
is necessarily wrong but the approach makes it unusable.

| now want to return o some broader implications of the
analysis of personal life within capitalism for revolutionary
politics, because 1 think it is within such a framework that
any discussion of revolutionary organisation would need to
be located.

REVOLUTION FOR OURSELVES
A recognition of the necessary intercourse between personal

life and political involvement has been important within the
women's movement.

Because of the way in which the oppression of women is struc-
tured through the family into female identity, changing our con-
ceptions of ourselves and or our personal relationships has
been an inevitable part of the political development of women.
The contemporary women's movement has made that process
much more conscious, a process in which we become conscious
participants. For white heterosexual men there has not been
this same contradiction between masculine identity and revolu-
ticnary political commitment. But rather than simply seeing
the implications of this as explaining why the autonomous
women’s movement is necessary and important for the struggle
for women's liberation (which of course it is) it is also import-
ant to see that it has wider implications for the revolutionary
movement as a whole. Socialist feminists have something to
teach the organised left,, that is important for revolutionary
politics as a whole; we insist on a recognition of the autonomy
of the women's movement. but not just so that we can be left
in our own little corner of struggle to get on with our own
things. We are bringing together conceptions which are of
general relevance about the concept of revolution, about
what political commitment means, about what *human nature’
is and thus about the relationship between personal change
and revolutionary social change. It an understanding revolu-
tion as a continuing process in which we are engaged now
both in our public political activity and in our personal lives:
that process must be geared towards challenging and over-
throwing the bourgeois state but it cannot be defined solely
in relation to that, and it must continue beyond capitalism.

It is an understanding that revolutionary politics is not
something (a programme ) which enlightened revolutionary out-
siders take to the not yet enlightened exploited and oppressed
masses apparenting as an act of benevolence: it is a process we
engage in because we expect to gain from it ourselves: We ex-
pect there to be something for us in revolutionary change and
changing: and our political understanding develops through dis-
cussion and experience of political activity and through ex-
changes with others with ditferent backgrounds and experien-
ces; it involves a recognition that there is much to be learnt
and understood politically from those who appear to have
little conscious political experience as well as from those

who have vears of political activism and sophisticated political
analyses behind them. It involves an understanding that out
personal identity is a part of and a product of the social relation-
ships on which we work and which we are trying to transform.
Gramsci discusses the concept of humanity that clarifies

this point 1 think. He says: *So one could say that each one of
us changes himself, modifies himself to the extent that he
changes and modifies the complex relations of which he is the
hub. In this sense the real philosopher is, and cannot be other
than, the politician, the active man who modifies the environ-
ment, unlderslunding by environment the ensemble of relations.’
(p.352)

To insist on the in-portance of the continuity between personal
life and political change does not mean that we want an army of
revolutionary snoopers catching people out in their imperfec-
tions, revolutionary thought police pushing people into an im-
possible exemplary conformity, mother confessors dispensing
absolution to those brave enough to admit their *sing’. I’

not a new moralism that we're after but a more complete revo-
lutionary politics. We want to be more effective revolutionaries;
we want revolutionary change to be change for us.

DEFINING SOCIALISM

If patriarchal relations are structured deeply into people at the
level of personal-masculine and feminine—identity; then they
must be challenged at that level as well as at the level of the
stale, the economy etc. We won't creat non-sexist revolutionary
identities for ourselves in the cramped »=+ twisted structures




of a capitalist patriarchal society, but the Siruggle towards that
is a valid part of the struggle in which we engage now.

If the ways in which our personal identities are constructed
within capitalism continually inhibit and distort and under-
mine our political effectiveness, then we have to underslun-;{
personal life as a terrain of struggle of some collective signifi-
cance. Struggle towards greater personal autonomy and towards
personal relationships that strengthen rather than underming
that: towards ways of working politically with others which
are resistant to the bourgeois pull towards competitiveness
and cults of leading personalities towards styles of collective
work which can be more democratic; towards concepis of revo-
lutionary discipline which depend on self discipline and mutual
support rather than external authority.

The point is not to counterpose the struggles of personal
life to the struggles against the state, nor necessarily to say
that they have equal weight, bul rather that we should be con-
scious of both as interdependant parts of a revolutionary pro-
CE55.

Cynthia Cockburn in her study of the local state identifies
the relevance of the struggles of personal life in this way:
‘Pravided that these collective actions are a conscious part of a
struggle to escape from an old ideclogy and 1o sharpen aware-
ness of our real relation to capital and to the state they can

be part of a wider political struggle. They not only strike at
capitalism, they define socialism: we have to transform the
relations of reproduction as parl of the struggle for socialism 21— Gramsci: Selections from the Prison Notebooiks, ed. . Hoare
1o ensure that socialism does indeed eradicate patriarchy, at and G.N. Smith,

home and at work.” (p.182—183). [ think that these are amongst
the issues that have to be faced by the organised lefi in any
attempts to understand the relationships between capitalism,
politics and personal life and their implications for revolution-
ary socialism,

MNotes:

1—Here are some highly selective e xamples:
Elizabeth Wilson: Women and the Welfare State.
Cynthia Cockburn: The Local State.

How do you Feel? Bristol paper to Socialist Feminist Conference 1977,

Articles on domestic labour in

Mew Left Review no.83—1974 and no.E9—-1978

and 8. Himmelvert and 5. Mohun: Domestic Labour and Capital,
Cambridge Journal of Economics 1= 1(&&"

Juliet Mitchell: Psychoanalysis and Feminism

and some other examples:

Agnes Smedley: Daughter of Earth

Alexandra Kollontai: Sexual relations and Class struggle

the Autioblography of a Sexually Emancipated
Woman

Love of Worker Bees.

“My intention in making this film at this particular time is the result of a number of attempts to make political films and make them
politically. Political movements can be precisely read from their effects on the individual. You can identify with a person, you can

learn from him or her and understand them. At this time 1 wanted to restrict the political message of the film to simply pd.:-rtra}fing—
to the Germans—somebody who has great tenderness, who suffers and is tormented by the world in which they live, and who is incre-

dibly brave—still sending money to relations in Turkey despite all hardships to the bitter end.” (Helma Sanders, Director).

“Shirlin's Wedding" is a film which should get much wider
circulation than it did—yet | guarantee that anyone who saw
it during its brief showing at the ICA in London came out
feeling battered, dejected, and totally helpless.

It*s a film about a Turkish woman who is an immigrant
worker in Germany, shot in black and white with a simple
understating commentary from a German woman. The style
brings Shirin’s life as a woman and an immigrant painfully
close. It spares your feelings not for one minute as it un-
folds the stark reality of womanhood in her oppressive home
culture and of double oppression as a woman in a foregin
land.

Shirin leaves Turkey as a refugee from an arranged
marriage and travels to Germany in search of Mahmoud, a
man from her village who she loves. But this is no roman-
tic love story. In the process Shirin has to find work—first
in a factory where the price of their hostel room is automati-
cally deducted from the immigrant women'’s wages, then in
an office where the boss sacks her then rapes her afier an
office party she has to clean up after.

But the harshness of her situation is deeper even than
these hard knocks, As Shirin becomes westernised she exchan-
ges one culture which oppresses women for another. The
film shows her utter fear when a man removes her headscart
and reveals her hair—a sin under Moslem Taw. It shows her
being influenced by magazines, dyeing her hair blonde,
checking in the mirror that she looks “nice™.

And finally it shows her working as a prostitute with a
forged passport when she is under risk of deportation for
being unemployed, She only half knows what is happening

to her, and has no control over it at all. She finds Mahmoud
in this role, and must demand money from him for fear of
the pimps.

“Women are always afraid”, she confiles to a friend at the
hostel,

The film is about her fear, her total passivity, and her ina-
bility to control even the smallest part of her life.

But it never allows the idea that she is incapable of con-
trol—she fled Turkey on her own initiative—but that she is
prevented from living as an autonomous human being by
the structures of society at every level.

Any rebellion is instantly squashed, even to the lengths of
killing her. That is why the film is so depressing o waich.
There is no way out for Shirin, nor for many like her, at
least not yet. When political activists get a leaflet into the
factory where she works trying to get the workers to resists
redundancies, they are confiscated by the supervisor. Con-
trol over Shirin is absolute.

It would be tempting to say that the film fails because it
shows no way forward. But it is itself a weapon against the
exploitation it describes. That is why it deserves wider distri-
bution than it got in this country—it says more about the ex-
ploitation of immigrants, rape, sexist ideclogy and oppression
in the capitalist west than a thousand leaflets. Just as strongly
as films about the concentration camps in Nazi Germany,
the message of this film is “Never again.”

SHIRIN'S WEDDING is distributed by The Other Cinema,

12—13 Little Newport Street, London WC2H 71J.
Tel: 734 8508/9



'Women
and the

‘Revolutionary

Party

The 1978 National Conference of the International Marxist Group had two major discus-
sions on issues raised by the women’s liberation movement. The conference adopted an
extensive resolution outlining our basic positions on a strategy for women'’s liberation. We
hope to print a summary of the main points of the resolution in a future issue.

The second discussion dealt with the specific problems facing women militants inside
the IMG. This raised some very basic questions about the role of a revolutionary party; the
relationship of activity in the women’s movement and a revolutionary organisation; how
tensions between men and women express themselves in a mixed political party and the
methods and limitations of combating sexism within its ranks. This discussion revolved
around the role and functioning of women’s caucuses (that is meetings for all and only
women members) inside the IMG. After months of often heated pre-conference discussion
the conference finally adopted a resolution which we reproduce here.

I'he IMG is a combat organisation fighting to unite the work-
ing class and all oppressed in society to take state power and to
achieve human liberation. For this we understand the necessity
of organising as a Leninist democratic-centralist party.

Two questions then concemn us here:

How best to aid the organisation’s intervention into the class
struggle and participation in the movements of the oppressed?
How best to build up the collective strength of the IMG?
Therefore our starting point in this discussion is the collective
needs and development of the whole organisation. In starting
from the needs of the whole organisation, are we in some sense
minimising the needs of women comrades? In the same way that
we have rejected notions of “dual loyalty® (to the IMG or to the
WLM) in the WLM or NAC, we also reject similar distinctions
between members of the revolutionary organisation,

As revolutionary marxist we argue that there is a unity of
interests among all members of the organisation which is ex-
pressed in our commitment to the revolutionary programme.

However, our programme must be more than a list of demands
on a page: it must be our day to day intervention into the
class struggle. The struggle against sexism within our own
ranks is the counterpart of the struggle against sexism in the
working class. We must fight to make the concept of unity
of interests as meaningful as possible.

1-Sexism in society finds its reflection inside the IMG.
It finds expression in a number of ways

(1) The lack of consciousness in the IMG as to how and why
sexism operates in its own ranks,

(2) A concept of cadre which can be interpreted as a stero-
type of traditional male behaviour.

(3) Insufficient understanding of women's educational needs.

(4) A tradition of political discussion which encourages in-
dividual competitiveness and dismissiveness rather than
collective dialogue.

(5) Lack of confidence of women comrades induced by con-
ditions within and without the organisation.

(6} A division of labour which creates a distinction between



(mostly male) producers of theory, and the practical

activists.

(7) Insufficient action to deal with the problems of child-
care.

A discussion of these difficulties sheds light on many gen-
eral problems of the development and integration of all com-
rades in the IMG—both men and women e.g. educational
development, methods of discussion and debage which gen-
erate confidence etc.

For a revolutionary organisation to develop and synthe-
sise the strengths, capacities and experience of all its com-
rades—women and men—methods must be sought to over-
come some of the problems—or at least begin this task. Thus
the struggle against sexism is not =xclusively an area of exter-
nal intervention for a revolutionary organisation,

Clearly no revolutionary party can seek to eradicate sex-
ism from its ranks until the conditions have been created
in society as a whole to achieve this task ie. the conditions
for liberation have been set by the overthrow of the bourgeois
power in society.

However the revolutionary party must challenge sexism if
it is to fulfill its political tasks.

Within a revolutionary organisation, there is an identity
of interest between all its members—whatever their sex, race
or area of intervention. This unity of interest flows from the
concern of a revolutionary organisation to collectively deve-
lop and struggle for a revolutionary programme based on
‘the analysis and experiences of all layers in society.

In so far as the unity of interests at a programmatic
level is not developed at a practical level, it is essential for
the whole organisation to fight against sexism at every
level of its operation.

However, this synthesis of the theoretical and the prac-
tical gains of the Women’s Liberation Movement with the
revolutionary programme and the methods of organisation
adequate to the understanding of women's comrades’ exper-
iences and capacities, is the collective responsibility of the
whole organisation.

Thizs must be reflected in the concerns and discussions
of the collective bodies of the organisation (branch and
national leaderships, aggregates, national conferences)
which must take responsibility to explore solutions to the
problems of involvement and development of women
_comrades,
3—Through their direct experience, women comrades are in
a good position to identify and understand the problems
specific to women members of a revolutionary organisa-
tion. Through participation and debate in the WLM, many
women comrades have experiences to contribute to the
organisations discussions on methods of overcoming these
Jproblems.

In a situation where women comrades are not adequa-
tely integrated into a revolutionary organisation, discus
sions with other women comrades will aid women to find
confidence and mutual support to explore and synthesise
their experiences and to highlight problems of sexism exi-
sting in the organisation. Discussion in the whole organisa-
tion on overcoming specific problems of sexism are en-
riched by the contributions emerging from these discus-
sions of women comrades. Caucuses of women comrades
are therefore an important element in the steps taken by
the IMG as a whole to understand and adopt measures
to develop the struggle against sexism within the IMG.

4 The functioning of women's caucuses is to make contri-
bitions to the collective development of the organisation
as a whole.

The caucuses of women are therefore accountable to
the collective structures of the whole organisation, which
in turn has a responsibility to discuss seriously, and where
there is agreement, take proposals and contributions emer-
ging from caucus discussion.
5—This understanding of collective interests at the level
of the programme between men and women within the
revolutionary organisation distinguishes the operation of
women's caucuses within 2 revolutionary organisation and
the mass organisations. Whilst measures are necessary in
a revoutionary organisation to check sexist practices,

ana whilst women' caucuses have a contribution in this,
there is no need for women comrades to organise auto-
nomously from the structures of a revolutionary organisa-
tion (ie. in “self-governing”™ independent structures).
However, in the Labour Movement, we understand
the need for autonomous independent forms of organisa-
tion as an essential aspect of a struggle for democratising
that movement, and, by challenging sexist ideology within
the working class, forcing a struggle for women's libera-
tion. Thus the autonomous organisation of women is
essential in the mass organisations to ensure that the
struggle on women's oppression is to proceed and the
leadership of the traditional organisations is forced to
take it up.
6—From this general framework we can derive guidelines
for the operation of women' caucuses in a revolutionary
organisation.
i) The meeting of women comrades in caucuses en-
courages the organisation as a whole to come to grips
with the problems of sexism. Caucuses are not a solu-
tion in themselves to the problems facing women com-
rades.
They play an important role in tacking the problems
referred to in the 7 points in paragraph 4., on—pege-t
An essential foundation for tackling sexism within a
revolutionary organisation is a theoretical and political
understanding by all its comrades of the oppression
of women in all its forms—economic, social, sexual ,
ideological. The education of all comrades on these
questions is essential to any attempts to challenge sexism
in the daily actions of revolutionary militants,
{ii) Women's caucuses should be convened in a way
that facilitates the fullest discussions within the collec-
tive structures about their tasks and content. They
should be convened in consultation with the relevant
bodies. Report backs are the crucial way that discus-
sion held in women' caucuses can be generalised through-
out the organisation.
The National Conference of the IMG must assert the
need for women's caucuses. We would like to make
the following concrete proposals about the organisa-
tion of women's caucuses, in order to provide a clear
basis for discussion.

Women's caucuses should be called by women com-
rades in collaboration with branch leaderships as and
when necessary. There should be no ‘secret caucuses’,
women comrades have a responsibility to the organisation
to announce when caucuses will be held, and to ensure
that all women in the branch are notified of their occurrence.

Timing: These caucuses should be timed as far as pos
sible not to clash with other branch activities; on the
other hand, branch leaderships should assist in ensuring
that time is allocated for caucuses when requested by
women members,

Conflicts. between branch leaderships and women com--
rades which may arise over frequency of caususes or any
other issue connected with them should be referred to
higher bodies (area leaderships, if necessary, the MC),
the Women's Commission should also be notified of any
such disputes.

MNational Women's Caucuses: Co-ordinated by the Wo-
men’s Commission, National Women's Caucuses should be
galled as and when necessary. Local women's caucuses and
fractions working on the question on women's liberation
should make requests to the Women’s Commission for
calling of the National Caucus, and this request should
then be circulated to branches to assess demand.

Mational Caucuses should only rarely be needed if
local caucuses function adequately, Their tasks should be
to synthesise the discussions at the local level, and to feed
this discussion back through the organisation, They will
also assist in establishing greater cohesiveness and support
among women comrades.

Leadership Women's Caucuses: These should be called
by women on the NC/PC in collaboration with these
bodies as and when necessary.

j Caucuses: These should be called as and
when necessary on particular issues, again in conjunction




with the relevant bodies; for exan‘ip[ﬂ, women comrades
may find it necessary to hold a caucus at national schools,
at events such as the Marxism Symposium ete. in order
to help women comrades with problems of contributions,
or to make suggestions to the organisers of such events
about organisation, facilitating participation of women and
S0 O

Obviously all such general proposals are subject to the
general financial constraints operating on branches and
other bodies of the organisation,

Caucuses should make every effort to be accessible
to all women members, not just those involved in the
WLM. All caucuses have an absolute duty to make the
substance and the proposals from their discussions avail-
able to the local and national leadership and to the organ-
isation as a whole. The leadership of the organisation
should have a positive attitude to women’s caucuses and
encourage women comrades to organise such meetings.
Leading women comrades can play a particular role here
especially of women comrades are experiencing problems
in this regard.

Discussion within women’s Caucuses.
{1) Women's caucuses cannot be rigidly defined, parlly
because they will be experimental structures for some
time to come. The authors of this resolutions do not
have sufficient knowledge of the specific problems
facing women individually or in a particular area, to
be able to outline and identify topics for discussion
arising out of the needs of women involved and their
role in the IMG,
(2) The function of caucuses is not to seek 8 common
basis among women comrades on general political is-
sues, Any discussion arising in such issues should be
carried out in the existing structures of the IMG, al-
though caucuses may make suggestlons to branches ete.
about the conduct of such discussions and the role of
women comrades within them.
(3} Women's caucuses should not be used to prepare
contributions to the external work of the organisation,
(4) Women's caucuses should not substitute for general
discussion within the organization about women® libera-
tion and male chauvinism, although they will obviously
make an important contribution to such discussion and
help where necessary to initiate them and focus on speci-
fic problems facing women comrades. They should as-
gist, but not substitute for, the education of women and
men comrades in the IMG. Neither should they substi-
tute for the involvement of women comrades in the
WLM.
%% Women's caucuses are not legislative or executive:
they are advisory. They have no independent powers
to decide anything about the external work or line of
the IMG, They should exist to recommend changes in
the practice of the IMG on sexism in the IMG. They
are also voluntary bodies and they are unelected. As
such, they are unlike any other body inside the IMG.

Our experience of the problems of different branches
and sections of the IMG suggests that it is very difficult
to state in advance exactly the type of discussion needed
in every particular circumstance but we suggest the fol-
lowing broad outlines for caucus discussion, pending pre-
cise ‘dﬂfiultinns which can only be made after full dis
CUSSIon,

Consciousness-raising: Discussion of relevant personal
problems; discussions of male chauvinism. ldentification
with the needs of women comrades with respect to edu-
cation. Needs of women comrades in relation to the lea-
dership; examing of the role of the leadership and identi-
fying areas where women need specific. help and support
from the leadership, or particular types of action to be
taken. Problems of the role of women comrades in the
leadership. Help in integrating new women comrades into
the organisation; discussions of recruitment and relation-
ships to women contacts, We expect initial discussion in
women’s caucuses to concentrate on problems women
comrades find difficult or impossible to discuss in the

presence of men: political inadequacy, insecurity, male
chauvinism, education, conflict between personal and

political life, children, marriage relationships, political

solidarity,

For these particular reasons (i.e. women need caucuses
to identify the problems of sekism) branch er fraction .1
leaderships should not be entitled to the extra authority
of determining agendas before the problems of sexism
have been identified by women comrades themselves.
Reports back will be the arena where a positive. dialogue
between all comrades, male and female alike, can occur,

The debate about the distinction between ‘“personal’
and ‘political’ matters has just begun, and will continue
after the Conference. We would like to point out that,
although we recognise that the revolutionary organisation
should not take positions on many questions regarded as
personal, it may yet be essential to discuss and analyse
them within the organisation. However, we are opposed
to any conceplion of caucuses as a basis for launching
personal attacks upon, or dictating to, individual comrades.
Consciousness of oppression is a collective matter,

The incoming Women's Commission should make recom-
mendations to the.maxtional Committee about a reformed
educational programme, nationally and in the branches.
This would obviously concentrate on the gquestions of the
needs of women comrades and style of discussion. Local
caucuses, branches, fractions could send suggestions to the
Commission on this.

The Women's Commission should also request that the
leadership opens a discussion of the whole question of
child-care. An issue that is in no way the responsibility
of women's caucuses nor the Women's Commission to
solve, unfortunately it is the case that women in the
organisation have to initiate the discussion on this ques-
tion,

Sensitivity to comrade's individual and personal situs-
tion in e.g. personal relationships, responsibilities for
children, in the structuring of comrades” work and the
demands placed on them, will be assisted by the contribu-
tion of women's caucuses,

The guestions raised by the debate and experiences of
the WLM must be evaluated and integrated into the pro-
gramme of the revolutionary organisation. This program-
matic development, and the intervention in the class struggle
that flows from it, are the responsibility of the bodies
which collectively develop the programme and activities
of the organisation. The women comrades active in the
WLM will make their contribution to this evaluation and
integration particularly through the discussions of the
WLM fraction, but also through the other structures set
up to evaluate external areas of intervention (branch and
national leaderships, commissions, fractions.)

The experience of the WLM will also be reflected in
the contributions women comrades make in the discussion
of sexism in the organisation, both in the women's caucuses
and in the collective structures. In this way experiences
of the WLM can be reflected in changes made in the prac-
tice of the organisation and will also enable women com-
rades to participate more fully in the organisation.

Women comrades have an énormous potential contribu-
tion to make to the life and politics of the organisation.
This potential is still far from being realised, despite
certain advances in theory and practice made by the IMG
over the past few years, Only the establishment of women's
caucuses will help to realise this principle. At least, we
should free ourselves from all prejudice about this issue,
and try to investigate the various positions and options
open to the IMG as frankly and as carefully as possible.
The aim is not to ghettoise women's issues and problems,
but to make them the property of the IMG as a whole,
and its concern. Women's caucuses will help to stimulate
a more outgoing approach by women comrades rather
than a concentration among themselves on informal dis-
cussion and unresolved conflicts.



Views

Viability

The thought of a late abortion is obviously an emotive subject even within the abortion
movement. At the National Abortion Campaign Conference last April a decision was reached,
after widespread discussion, to push for no legal or medical restrictions on abortion. Judy

Watson and Rose Knight explain why.

The discussion within NAC confronted these questions:

—Should women have a choice throughout pregnancy to terminate it, or should there be a

limit?

—Is there a stage when the ‘foetus becomes a ‘baby’ before it leaves the womb

—Should women only have the right to decide and then should a doctor/the state/society

decide?

We believe a woman’s right to choose means we must be able to decide if and when to have
children. Full control of our fertility is essential if we are to control our lives.

A foetus is undeniably a potential human being but it
does not yet have social, intellectual and emotional links.
By 12 weeks all the organs of a foetus are functioning but
the anti abortionists draw the line at conception,

In the abortion movement we accept that life has be-
gun al conception but cannot agree that a foetus’ life is
more important or equally important to the womans. We
belive that a womans actual life alwavs outweighs a foetus’
potential life so it should be her hoice.

A woman is happy about her pregnancy may consider
the foetus to be a ‘baby’ at 8 weeks, Another, who is
unhappy, may cohsider the foetus as only an unwanted,
upsetting change in her body and a potential misery.

What is a viability?

At present, viability (the point at which a foetus can
survive independently of a woman's body ) stands legally at
28 weeks. The Infant Life Preservation Act states that abor-
tion is legal up to 28 weeks or viability. There have been re-
ported cases of foetuses surviving at 25/26 weeks. Already
SPUC is jumping on this point threatening to take up a test
case on any doctor who carries out an abortion at 25 weeks
as they claim this is now viability.

As medical sciencé advances, it brings forward the point
at which a foetus can survive outside the womb. This will
create a situation where we will be forced to accept more
and more restrictions .to @ woman's right to choose,

But many people have a cut off point at’7 months prec-
isely because this is the point at which we are aware that
incubators can help a foetus to survive and we know many
people who were born at 7 months.

In a future society where we know people who were born
at 4 months this would obviously produce a similarly emo-
tive response at the thought of aborting 4 months foetuses.

This makes it clear that the *medical’ point of viability
is really irrelevant, as we are talking about the principle of a
woman being able to abort a foetus during the period in which
it is part of her body. It is the aspect concerning her body
we consider to be more important.

Not the church, not the state, not the doctors.

To set an upper time limit on abortion is to say to the
pregnant woman “*Yes, we believe in your right to make deci-
sions affecting your body and your life for the first 12,20/
24/28 weeks of vour pregnancy—then it must be someone elses
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decision” —the ‘someones else’ being the doctor or some
other expert at living our lives for us. An upper time limit
represents state intervention in our personal lives. We want
the state to provide abortion facilities, we do not want it
to tell us when we can use them.

We do not believe that our fertility or sexuality is an area
in which we as woman need protecting from ourselves,

Many of us would not choose to have a late abortion, but,
we must realise that we have no right to generalise from such
personil feelings and prevent other women from choosing
termination at any stage.

We say “Not the church and Not the State” and we must

be clear that neither can we ourselves decide another woman's

fate. We cannot support “abortion on condition™ of *abor-
tion until a certain time" if we stand for a woman’s right to
choose

I'his also raises the problem of what punishment we would
give to women who did have late abortions—waould we nro-
secute them 7 Is legislating against late abortions the way to
ensure carly abortions?

Early Safe Abortions

Given the medical complications in late abortion we do
not believe women will take the decision lightly., At present
80% of NHS abortions take place within the Tirst 12 weeks,
90% of thosé done by the charitable clinics, who do 2/3 of
all private abortions, If we had no restrictions on a woman's
right to choose and plenty of day care abortion clinics we
have no doubt that these fGgures would be a lot higher. In &
late termination, the medical procedures should be fully ex-

plained along with all the hazards and the woman should be
left to make up her own mind. We want early safe abortions
which will eradicate the need for late ones, but we cannot
close our eyes to women's necd for late abortions even under
these circumstances

What we want

T'a enable us to obiain a woman's right to choose in law,
we would require the abolition of the Infant Life Fresarva-
tion Act, the 1967 Abortion Act, and their replacement with
a law stating that it is no offence to have or perform an abor-
tion

I'o extend this choice in law 1o a choice in practice we re-
quire improved facilities and sympathetic staff.

Under the NHS Reorganisiation there is a duty laid on the
Secretary of State to provide adequate contraceptive facili-
ties. This should be extended to include facilities for abor-
tion, specifying a certain level of facilities per area,

In NAC's campaign for day care abortion clinics we will
be fighting to make this a reality, since we know that a change
in the law would guarantee nothing.

Any gains we may achieve in law or around facilities will
only be won through our self activity as women in a mass
campaign challenging the role of Parliament in restricting
our rights. We can only rely on our own strength as a self led
women's struggle which has the support of and participation
of the WLM, the student movement and sections of the lab-
our movement,

We have to win support around the idea of a woman's
right to choose legislation and what that entails in practice.



Letters

Belfast Women's Collective
C/O 52 Broadway,
Belfast 12.

Dear Sisters,

“Socialist Woman™ recently published an article on the women’s movement in Ireland, As the information concerning wo-
men in the north was far from complete, we would like an opportunity to make the following points.

We find it regrettable that “Women and Ireland™ failed to acknowledge the existence (October "75-May "77) of the Belfast
Socialist Women's Group (SWG), which was instrumental in bringing women'’s issues to prominence amongst the revolutionary
left and the republican movement, The only socialist women’s organisation mentioned was the Andersonstown Women's Group
For a brief time, following an initiative by the SWG, a group was set up in Andersonstown, however, after the dissolution of the
SWG in May *77, a new group—the Belfast Women's Collective—was formed. Members of the Collective include many previous
SWG members, women from West Belfast, plus others nes to the women's movement Al the present time. no other women's
group is aclive in anti-unionist areas, Members of the Collective attend RAC meetings and we have a delegate on the Mational
Resistance Campaign Committee, which has been formed since the Coalisland € onference, We are currently involved in organ-
ising a nursery campaign in Twinbrook and we have just finished a highly successful week of activities in celebration of Inter-
national Women's Day.

Finally, the article also ignored the paper “Women's Action” (the only women’s paperin the 6 Counties), which was first
produced by the SWG in June '76 and which continues to be published by the Collective,

Copies of “Women's Action™ can be abtained (price 10p plus postage), by writing to the Collective at the above address

Belfast Women's Collective.

¢lo A Woman's Place
42 Earlham Street
London WCI1.

20th Aprl 1978
Dear Sisters,
re: Article by Woman and Ireland Group-Socialist Woman—Spring 1978 Issue.

We are writing in reply to the letter from Belfast Women's Collective, a copy of which we have seen—perhaps you could print
both of our letters together?

Before we answer our sisters criticisms, we would like 1o point out some mistakes in the editing of our article

Under the section on Irish Women United, the article savs it “involved women from the Communist Party of Ireland and
the Socialist Party of lreland. The Official Sinn Fein didn’t join.™ In fact what we wrote was ~On the more radical side, a group
called IWU grew out of a leshian/feminist Dublin group and some women from left organisations. Women from groups like the
CP of 1. the SP of 1 and Official Sinn Fein (now Sinn Fein the Workers Party) didn’t join,”

In the last chapter (which we admit was far too brief) we in fact said “and a socialist women’s group which amalgamated
with a Tocal Belfast group to form Andersonstown Women’s Group (which was a reference to the Socialist Women's Group).
The article was written before we received a copy of ~VYomen’s Action Yol. 2 Issue 1 which explained what the Belfast Women's
Collective was doing. The writers mistakenly believed that since the SWG dissolved all energy was currently concentrated in
Andersonstown (Women's Group).

Also edited out was “Women are also very much in the lead of relatives action committees, street protests against army harass-
ment etc.”

Having said all that, we do take the point from Belfast Women's Collective that the information in the article on women in
the North was incomplete—and would ask them to keep us informed of events—we will endeavour to do our best this end

We think it important to stress how hard it is for any women’s movement to exist in Ireland —When that movement quite
rightly aligns itself with the antiimperialist struggle in the North which historically is both catholic and sexist, their difficulties
are enormous, We in no way underestimate the essential role SWG and their paper “Women's Action” have played, and extend
our solidarity and support to the Belfast Women's Collective.

Yours in struggle,
| Women and lreland Group,
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- WIRES

Want to know where your nearest women' group is?need help with the project you're writ-
ing on women’ legal rights?like to know about women’ theatre, film or music groups? want
to contact other lesbians? Want to know more about Women’s Aid or feminist publications?
If you do you can write to WIRES, the national information and co-ordination service of the
Women's Liberation Movement.

WIRES has been running successfully for nearly three years now. It was set up after the 1975
National Women's Liberation Conference as a central point of contact in the Movement, so
that all groups could report their activities and keep in touch with what other groups are
dving, as well as enabling more isolated women to find out about the various campaigns,
projects and research going on all over the country. Such a co-ordination network is vital

in a2 movement as diverse as ours, which is made up of local groups, and where much of

the activity and information would otherwise remain unknown except to those most

closely involved. Our files are fairly wide now, with contact addresses relevant to almost
every subject you'd be likely to need. But they also rely on you to write regular reports

and keep them fully up to date.

The fortnightly newsletter is a vital part of our work, with information, articles, reviews,
debates, events, letters, and news from groups and campaigns. We'd like more women to
write for the newsletter so that it can become a more lively reflection of the discussions
going on in the movement. At present we take many of our articles from local newsletters,
but we’d appreciate a wider indication of what other people see as important.

WIRES is run by a collective of 5 women and by 6 monthly meetings where any woman
can come along with new ideas, criticisms, and suggestions. We have only just taken over

in York and are only beginning to grapple with the problems involved so we welcome as
much feedback as possible from all sisters. We are financed almost entirely by subscriptions,
and we hope groups will be able to raise money for donations so we don’t have to spend
too much of our energy on fundraising—it’s your paper too! Above all we need subscrip-
tions—£6.00 p.a. for individuals (£4.00 if poor) and £12.00 p.a. for groups (which get sent
2 copies). We make a charge for adverts for groups not in the W.LM.

SUBSCRIBE and keep yourself in touch and WIRES alive!
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To develop the theory of Women’s Liberation and debate the
political perspectives and strategy of the movement.

To be a forum for work in progress and current research and debates

in Women’s Studies.

Articles planned lor the first issues include:
War in the Mursery: childcare provision
in World War Il

Equal Pay and Sex Discrimination: a pioneer

study of the weaknesses of the Acts
Female Sexuality in Fascist ldeology
Charlotte Bronte's ‘Shirley’
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