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* Whilst we were plemssed to help thne Hersgate gtrikers, we feel gquite sure %hat

MILITANCY PAYSI

In the last issue of Socialist Woman we carried a report of tha the= 10 waelt ol3d
gtrike of women workers in Ramsgate, togeiher with a letter froa their unicn
treasurer end etriks leadasr, lrsz Gay.

In this issue of Socialist Woran we are very hapoy to report that the militant
gtrike mction of this hendful of wamen hee succeedsd, Thay won their fight in

I4th week of their otrike.

Suaialist Woman salutea the workers of Mleotronice laboratories, Yamsgate. Yot
only have they struggled for their rights while threatened with the sack, but
whilat in the midat of their own sirugele they wrote a letter of solidarity with
& group women in Nottinchon engeged in a similar struggle. Wor do they now see
their struggle an finighed. they intend to go on winning mores workers to the uniom
Thelr exawple should go a long way o ensure this.

We are proud to publish in full the letter informing us of the final suecese of
their strike.

IRTTTR _FROM RA TCATS WUTN

Deardister, Vany thanks for your paper and the nice write up you geve ua. You

will be pleased to hear our strike is over,

Let me put you in the picture, I sent you the provosals they gave end wma thrhnad

down. The following week, they put these proncsals:They offerrad to pey €I for
every week you had worked there with a guarantee of re-employment there when
the work picked up, They would also recognise the union.

By this time our numbere were down to 2T from 40. fnyhow 8 decided to take the
money a8 the union had found them other jobs mt Vhitetabls (whers thay will be
union members). The I3 left of us etarted work: last Tuesday IS5th Toly, full itime.

Ye know we have a hard atugele alesd of us to ged the others to join the union
but you can res! nssured we won't give up! I would like o thank you for all the
wonderful way you have su pported us, we could never have carried on for 3o long
ag we did (nearly I1 weelra) without it. Cnee again on behalf of the atrikers,
many, many thanks, Yours Fraternally, lire. F. Uay {treasursr) 71, "lestronics
Laboratories, Ransgate,

with their determination and milituney, they would l'eve and could hzve earried on
for a8y long as necessary.

S0, ilitancy does gat resulte. Does it give you any idsea girlalln solidarity
wa win,
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James Cormolly.

The following is an extract from 'The Re Conguest of Ireland’,

a pamphlet written by Jamés Connolly, shortly bafore the easter
rigirg of 1916. We asre printing it, not just ss a token of respect
for the great Irish revy tionary, but also becsuse many of the
ideas contained therein still relevant today. IG i3 alszo wordh
noting that Connolly, in hls cwn csrecr, put these idess into
practise and that women played s honourablo and hercic role in

the 17.6 rising.

In our cliapicr dealing with the Industrisl conditions of Belfast, it wee
noted that tre extremely high rate of slickness in the textile industry,
the prevalence of tuberculosie and cognate disesses, affected prineipally
the female workers, as docs slao the prevalence of a comperative
i1litoracy smongst the lower paid grades of labsur in that city.

The recont dispute in [ublin slso brought outin a very striking manner
the terrible nature of tho conditions under which women and girls
labour in the eapitsl city, the shocking inssnitery conditions of the
workshops, the grinding tyranny cf those in charge, and the slarmdngly
low vitality, which resulted from the insbility to procure proper food
and clothas with the meagre wages paid. Consideration ol such facts,
inevitably leads to reflection on the whole position of women in

mode o Ireland, and thedr probable stlitude to any such chonge as
that we sre forceasting.

It will be observed by the thoughtful reader, that the development in
Iraland of what is known 25 the women's movement, has synchronised
with the appearsnce of women upon the industrisl Tield, and thst the
acuteness snd fiercensse on the womens' war has kephb ovan pace with
the spresd amongst educated women of the Knewledge of the sordid and
cruel nature of the lot of their euffering sisters of tho wage earning
Clﬂﬂst

We might say that the development of what, for went of z betber name,

is known as sox conagciousress, has walted for the spresd amongat the more
favoured women, of a deep feellng of eoelzl congeicusness, whab we

have elsewhere in this work described as a civic conscience.

The swokening smongst women of a realisation of the fact that the
highest honours of society have no relation to the merits of the
reciplents, and thst scute humsn sympathies were rather hindrance
then helps in this world, was a phenomencn due to the spread of
industrigliam and to the merciless struggle for existence, which it
imposeBesesonas Cont..

1The yo Conquest of Irelend! by James Connolly is sn Irish Sogislist
Library publicstion.
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Upon woman, as the wosker phyodsal voescel, and as the orat untreined roamits
tho strugzle wes inovigsbly the most orucl; it is a mattor for doep thankiulnoss
t+hat tho oore intolloctual woren bpote cut inte rovolt against the an-maly of
bring enrpolled to bear all the worst burdens of the strugeglo, and yoi bo dendad
ovan tho fow politipal rights onjoyed by the nele perticon cof thrir fellew-suffurers.

Had tho boon of political cquality boon grantod as roadily as politieal wiadcm
should have dictated, much of the revoluticnary velus of moman’s onfranchisemont
would probably havo. boon lost, But tho dolay, the politicians?! breach of faith with
tho woron, & breach of which all partics wora cqually onlpable, the long-cgrbinucd
struggle, the ovor-spresding wave of partyrdem of tho militant woron of Groat Eritoin
ard Iroland, and the spread anongat the active spirite of the Labour movepout of au
epprociation of the geunuinoness of the wonon's lenging for frooden, &5 of thoir
courage for fightin for it. producced au alnmcet incalcoulable offoct for pood upon tho
ralatione botwuen tho twe fagtions,

In Itoland the wonen's cause is folt by all Lebouwr mon aond woron as thoir caneaj
tho Labour csusc has no more oarnost and wholo-hoartod supportors than the militant
women., Robellion, even in thought., producos & rentsl atmcgphore of its owng the
poritel atnosphere the women's reballicn produced. cponed their oyos and traiiad
their minds to an understanding of tho offecta upon thoir sox of a secisl gyaton In
Whioh tho woakast rust inevitebly go to the wall, and when a furthor stuwdy of the
capitalist syetcm tavght thom that the torm “the woakost! moans in practicc the mcet
sorupulous, tho rontlest, the most humano, the most loving end coppassiorate, the
most honcurable, and tho most ayopathotic, thon the militant somon eculd nct fail to
soG, thet capitalism ponaliscd in human beings just ss thoese charsctoristies of which
womon supposod themsclves tc be the mest complote orbodinent.

Mg tho spread of induatriclisn rmkes for tho avalkoning of a scoial conscirusncas,
amalecs in wonen a fooling of asclf-pity as the groatcst sufforers under sccial and
prlitical injustice; the divino wrath arcused when that self-pity is neot with o sncor,
and justice is denied. losds woman to revolt, end rovelt placcs wonon in oorrodeship
and ogielity with all the finor sculs whose Jife is givon to warfars agairst catab-
lished iniquitios.

The workor ia tho slave of capitalist goecicty, the female werker is the sleve
nf that slews. 1In Traland that fomale worker has hitherto cxhibited her martyrdon,
an slmost dsmnable patience. Sho. has toiled on the farme from hor oarliest child-
hood, attaining usually to the age of ripc womanhood withort cver being vouchsafod
tho rizht to clainm as her cwn a single ponny of the monoy esrnod by hor lsbour, and
¥nowing that all hor toll and privetion would nct eern hor thot Tight to thoe farn
which would go without quosticn to the meat worthless menmbor of tho Teiily, if that
nonber chancud to be the gldeet son.

Tha dgachters of the Irish poasantry have beon the cheoapcet slaves in cxiastenoco
- alavag to thoir cwn family, who wore in turn, slaves to all social paranites of a
landlord and geoboon-riddef cormmnity. Tho pecsant, in whonm conturics of servitude
end hunzer had bred & ficzon oraving for monoy, usually rogardsd his dsughters as
baings sont by God to lighten his burdon through 1ife, and too often the senc paint
of view was &3 fiorcoly imsisted upon by the clorgmoen of all dencndnations, Never
did the idor zconm te entor the Irish poasent's pled or be taught by his roliglous i
toachars, that aach gonoration should pay to ito guccasecrs tho dokt it cwes to its
fororunnors; that thus, by spending itsclf for the bonefit of tho children,



the hunan roce engurcs the prosressive dovelopment of gll. The Irigh poasant,. in

to0 mny cases, troated his dam hters in much the somo moymor as he rogurded o

plcuch or o epado - ag toele:with which to werk the farm. Tho whele mental cutlc k,
the ontire o ral atncephera of tho cowdtrydido, c:fcreed this poict of view, Iu

avory chapol, church -r ngati:-house the iisisterce was cver up = dutics - dutiss

t5 thoae i superior statlicis, dutics o the Church, duties . thoe pare.$s. Never
wore tho ears  f tha yeung pelluted (7) by ay refercnce to "rishte", aud, growing up
i1 thie atmosphoro, tha women i Irclaid peceptod thedir positicn £ speial ivferi rity.
Thot, is spite ¢f this, thoy hove gver proves veluchblo ogsscts in overy progreossive
povonment in Ireland. is ovidence of the preat wvnlue their cr-vperation will be, when 3
to thoeir seclf-scorificin; ccceptarce of duty they bogsin to unite its necossary ctunteor-
polso, a hizh-mdndod assordion of righta.

Wo are rot aponkivs hora of rights, in the thi:n and ottenuwated mearing of tho
torm to which we havo boon accusicmod by the Liberpl and cther spokosmen of the copi-
tnlist clasg, that class tr whom tho assortion of rights hos over been the last wird
of Wanm wisdon, We are rathor uwaings it in tho scusc it which it is uvsod by. and is
fapiliar tc, tho Lobouwr movoroit.

Ve bolieve, with that novement, that the sereno perfirnnies of duty, combined
with and inseparnble frcm the fearless assertion of rights, urdite tc poke the hishest
exprosaicn of the human scul, That scul is the (randeat which peet uwnquestionably
acquicacos in tho perfoaamance of duty, and ncet uwiflicehingly cleima its rijhts. oven
against a world in arme. In Irgland the srul  of wooasheod has been trained for
cantur: o to surrender its rights, and as a consoguence tho race has lest ite chiefl
capecity to withetard essaults from withcut, aud domcrelisaticl from within., Those
who proached to Irish wongnkind fidelity to duty os tho ouly idesl 1o be striven
after, wore, gonsoicusly or wieciscicusly, fashicniiyz a slove mortality, whieh :tho
Irish nwthors had porfirco to tratsmit €0 the Irish child.

The militout wonen who, with.ut abard.:dng their fidelity to duty, ar: yct
tcaching helr sistire to asscrt thiix rights. er: ro-vstablishing s sano and poerfect
belonce that oakes mere pusaibloe a woll-vrdored Irdish natici,

The syston of private capitelist proporty in Irclarnd, as in ~ther ocuutrics, has
Zven birth to the law of primcgordture undor which the cldost son usurpa the
cwnorship of all property tc the oxolusiin of the fomalos of the family. Hocted in
a proporty system founded upen fereo, this iniquitcus law was unluiown to the older
gocial systoen of gneojont Erin, and, in its setunl workings cut in omedern Erin, it
has begn and is responsible for ths noral murder of ccuntloss virtucus Irish maidons.
It has moant that, in the continual dispursicn of Irish fanilics, the first to oo
woe not the oldest s: 1, 68 st capable of bearins tho burdon arnid heat of & strugsle
in a foroim country, but was rother the youngor and laast capable acna, or the
gontlor and scftoer dauchters. Gontle Charlos Kickham sangi-

0 brave, brave Irish <irls
Wa woll might ocall you brovod
Surg tho least of all your porils
Is tho stopty coccan REVOo.

Evoryone aoQuaintod with the let onccuntered by Irish enigrant girls in the
groat citios «f England «»r America, thoe hardshipa they had $o undurge, the tempta-
ticna tc which they wore subject, and the extracrdinary proporticn of thon that



guoounbed ¢ those tonmptatiins, st acknowlodpn that the pootic dnsight of
Eickhen oorructly approciated the sravity +f tha perils that awaitced thom. IV is
wriliating to have to reerrd that tho cverwholodinge rajority f thoso girla woro
sont rut upen a ocoscioncaless werld, abanlutely destitute of trainiog and propara-
ticn, and rolying soleoly upon their physical strongth and intelligerco &0 carry
thon safoly through. laws podo by non shut then tut of all hopa ¢f inharitanco in
thoir native land; their male rolotives sxpleited their labour and roturned thoan
nover a ponny as reward, and finally. when ot last thoir lebour cculd not wring
aufficiont fron the meesro soil to satisfy tho axnctirna of all, thase zirls worc
iroontinontly packod off aecrcss tho toconn with, &3 a parting bleesing, the adjura-
ticn t- bo suro and send com mimoy home, Those whe prete libly about tho
mencrodicas of the fanily circle™ would do woll to congider whet home in Iroland
today is stered from the influenco of tha sroody morconary apirdt, born of tho
systen of capitalist proporty; whet fardly cirele is unbrikoen by tha omigration of
i%s nost pontle and loving onos.

Just as the presont systonm in Ircland has made chenp slaves or untrained veod-
prangs of the flower of cur peasant womon. 80 it has darkancd the livue and starved
tha intolloct cf the fumale cparatives in rnills, shops and factoiries. Wherever
thore is & groat demand for fomale labiur, as in Belfost, wa find that tho wonen
tcnds 40 bocome the chief support of tho houso. Yriven cut to work at tho carlicst
posaible aga, she reaming fotsored 4+~ her wagu-carning - o glove for life. Marriage
docs net moan for har & rost fron cutside labour, it uvsually moans that, to the
sutside lebour, she has added the duty of a double dcrioatie toil, Throughout her
1life gho reoaing & wage-o0Inarg c.oplating cach day's wurk, she bocoumos tho slave
of the dodestic needs of hor familyj and whon at uight ghe dropa woarded upen her
bed, it is with the knowledge that at the garliost morn she muet find her way ogein
inte the sorvice of the capitslist, and at tho ond of that coming day'se soarvice
fcr hin haston homomard again £or anothor round of dcmogtio drudmery. St hor
whele 1ife runs - a dreary pilgrinoze from ona drudgory ¢ ancthor; the coning of
children but scrving as milcstoncs in hoer journcy to simalisc frosh incroases
her burdsms. Overmcorked. undorpeicd, and scantily nourished beeauss underpaid, she
falls oasy prey to all the discascs that infoct tho bedly-constructed "warrona f
the peor", Hor life is darkencd fren tho cutset by poverty, and tho drudzory to
which poverty is born, end tho stervaticn af the intolicet follows as an inevitable
rosult upen the too carly drudgory of the body.

Of what uge to such sufforcra can be the ro-cotablistront of any form £
Irish Stato if it does not embody the omancipation of womanhced. As we have shovn,
the mhele spirit and yractice of nodorn Ireland, as it cxpreasca iteelf through
its pastors mnd nasters, bear sccially end politieally, hordly upen wonman. That
spirit, ond that practica nad thoir origins in the establishnont in this country
~f &4 socisl and politienl order based upon tha privatc cwnoxship cf proparty, os
asninst the slder ordor based upsn tho connen cwnorship of 2 roleted community.

Whatover class rules industrially will rula politically. and iopose upen the
cormunity in senoral the beliffs, cuotens and idens most suitable tu the perpetua-
4i.n of itas mlo. Thesa boliofe, custons, idcas becone then the highest expressicn
of morolity and so repain until tho azcant to power «f ancthor ruling industrial
clagsz pptablishos a naw morality. In Irelend since the Conguost, the landlcrd-
capitalist class has rulod: tho boliofs, custome, idess of Ircland erc tho urtbodi-
pent of the siave norolity wo inkeritod froo those who ascaptod that rule in oma
or cther of its forps; the gubjection of wonan was en intaoral part of that rulo.



Unless women were kept in subjection, and their rights denied, there wes w
guarantee that field would be added untc field in the patrineny of the family. or
+hat wealth would accumulate even although nen should decay. %0, down fronm the
1andlcrd to the temant or peassant proprieter, fron the monocpelist to the gnall
business man eagar to ba a ncnopolist. and from all mbove to all belew, filterad
tha beliefs, customs. ideas cstablishing & slave morality which enforces the sub-
jection of women as the standard norality of the ccuntry.

Wone so fitted to brosk the chains as they whu wear then, none so well equippod
to dacide what ig a fatter. In its rarch towards froedom, the working class cf
Ircland must cheer on the efforts of those women who, foeling on their acula and
bodias tha fottors of the ages, have arisen to strike them off, and chear all tho
louder if in its hatred of thralden and pession for freodom the women's army forcos @
ahoad of the militant army of Labour.

Put whosover carries the cutworke of the citadel of oppressicn. tha working clnas
alone ean raga it to tho ground.

Chapter 6, The Reconguest of Irolend by Jamas Qonnolly. New Bocks Publications, 1968.
2/6 availeble fr m Picneer Book Sorvicae, 8 Toymboo Stroet, London El.
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WE ARE ALL "PSYCHOSEXUALLY IMMATURE" ... S0 WHAT! by Mario Clairs

Wepen's sexuality has been so ruch denied, sbused and degraded - both on
Wgoiontific" end nct s¢ scientific grounds - that the earmosty cof & book such as
Seyual Respcrge in Women (by Drs Phyllis and Eberhaud Kronhauson, publishad by
Ccrgi buoka, lfjﬁi vorges cn provocaticn. It ia a well-known fact that if a wonan
is ™normally developed mentally and woll bred. hor gexunl desire is snall". Kraft
Ebbing said so only scne fifty yoars ago and Kralt Ebbing wes an honcursble sexclo-
gist., "Obvicus sox interast only happens in leacivicus womon" achroed ancther
nedicel auttority of the time. Wonen aro thoroforo condermed either to the lowdness
of & brothel or to tho beredon of the marital bod. The soxless nmothor, the sinloss
gsiater on one hand - the lascivious wonmen of flesh, tha insatiable whore on the other
hond. Eut Evo and the Holy Virgin are the twe sides of the samo coin - whother
btlessod with frigidity or posscssed with greed a wonan is always doprived of the
dignity of an erctic boinge: sublination and socrn aro now oqually offectivo weapcus.
The twin ryths fo the "puro woman" and of the "impura wonan" was codifiod again and
again., Froud gave it a seientific gloss. TIn Throo Essays cn thy Theory of Soxunlity
(by #o monas his nmajor work. but unfortunately the ncet widely reed), Froud statas
that tho transiticn from childhrod to wopnsnhood will only be succcsaful 1f tho
clitoris abandens ite soxunl prioecy to the vegina. 1f a wonan doce nnt achiave
Wtho eetly oand complete relogation of the sensitivity of tho clitcria" which was tho o
leading ercgoncus zono of the body of a little girl. she will ropain “elitorally
crionted" and “peychosexually irmature. As tho clitoris is an "atrcphiced ponis",

a wonan is & castratod mala who haos hed to sTrugglc all through har lifc tc accept =
the appalling fact that she has not boon provided mith a sox. that is to say with
s ponda.

Yot Froud himself was not ontirely gatisficd with his thoory and repontodly
edoitted that b's lnowledgo of wonon wos inadaguate. He heped that famalo



peychoanalysts would be "able to coprohend the facts with grenter case". Tt

is sadly significant that the most cagor post-Froudians to eling to this nus
inperfect theory were wonen psychcanalyats (Merie Bonaparto, aAnue Freud, Holon
Dutsch ...)s womon thomselwes hava booone convinced of thair own inforicority!
Furtherndro what Froud hopad would be takcn as ‘basis fur further studics bocona
instond & rigid bible fur his successors (& misfortune which he shares with Marx
and a few othors), For instanca, though frigidity should technically be defined
as total inablityy to achieve ergasn, the uliro-Froudians dafined it aa on
"inability to achieve vaginal crgasn", and werc thus cnablod to say. in 1944, thaet
botweon 70% and 80% of women ware, frigid. Thia would certainly hava dalizhtod
Kraft-Ebbing and his colloaguosl

Ona of the marits of tha book montioned ig to.dostroy this anczing definiticn
of frigidity. The, approach tc the problem of fordpine sexuality is punuincly scidn-
tifio and thoroughly neterialist. They arc gomgermed with cue questinn only.

Wihat heppons to a wenan's body when it is arcuscd?" To aonswer this quosticn tkoy
have takon chopical and cloetronical rnoasurgments ovor 4 tuandred worwn whe agreod
to have thor pulsc rate, hoart buat, respiration, notabolian, varinal acidity. brain
waves ote ... moasured during tho variocus singos of thoir soxual responsa. Thoy
have closely exardnod the varicus parts of the body (vagina, corvix, bronsts,
clitoris ote se.) ot ovory stage of tho cycle. Thoy ueo tho latost discoverics in
medieine, seciology, anthropology. @fic.... And, thoy largely quoto tho ahswers given
by the 500 womon  whou they interviowed in Burcpo snd Anorica. This is indecd &
vory usoful, etimmlating and highly rcadable bodk, 1 an convineed that it can

and tmst bo usod by sccialists as the background for frudtful discussicns cn
fommlo sexuelitys for tho conclusions savercly challengo the yth of woman's soxual
inforiority., In fact "woman nay very well ba the nore hishly soexed of tho hunan
species”, [The dichotomy of vaginal and clitoral rrgesms is proved to bo autir 1y
falsa. Wo now kncwe tho avthors say, on the basis of guch solid acieontific werk
e ia availoble, that there is nc noed for a shift or tranafer of sensitivity froo
the clitoris 4o thu vagina. .On the contrary it is not the vagina, but tho clitoris
which roraing throwghout the woaan's lifo, the crgan with tho graatest potontial
for oroiic atirmlaetion. This is bocauso the clitcris has the groatest concantration
of sonsory narve ondings and, proporiicnately, mach praator grectile capacity than
avén tho malo’penisl  In fact. practically all crgasns sre centred around tha
¢litoris whether they result fron direct pressura or indircct pressure (the rubbing
of the panis during intercourse, for {petence). This redically disconnacts the
man's ojaculation fron the woman!s Grgest. 1t moans that wondn d¢ not havae te rcly
on tho man's scoxual satisfaction to achiove gonudne sexua’ satisfacticn. A wonan
ig moti-trgasmic, if she is stimulatud after hor first: orgasn, sho is likely %0
have ancther, and then ancther. But, if those crgascs do not vary in kind. thoy
do vary in intonsity. HNono of the wemon {ntarviowed ovor states that it is during
intompoursce that thoy achicve thair meat intonsco orgasia. Maay cf then give & vury
jzportant part 4o othor moans (oesturbation and cunnilingua in particular). Many
widoly mccepted ideas have to b disrdssod as well, It is vot truc that wonmen arc
moro roluctamt to have casusl relationships with their gexual partnors, it is not
truc that thoir scxual respongo is ncro likely to be affccted by montal diggonfuorts
040 «e. Thara iz in fact "an cnormous 8ox potorntial that lias dormant in nost
woron". And they acom to he vaguaoly awerc that thoy aro domived of something
important. The overwhelming uajority of tho women interviewsd say thoy ard npt
satoeficd with their soxual life, Most Af thon blane their partners fer it. which
ig cbvicusly irrelovant, but it is intercating 4o note that they aro awara of not
having cxhausted their sexual posaibilitics.



A vory significent story is roportod by the authors. In Italy the word
Madultery" has widoly different neanings dopending on whother it is uscd in rofer-
cnoc to a2 nan or to & wonan. ILIf A woman has soxial intercoursa with a pen whe
is not her Muabapd it is efultcery. But her husbend will have to koop a nistross
in his cwn housa or in a "publio and notoricus wey™ befére ho can * .atend tu ba
in the seno logal position. This, apparently, is a viclation of tho Italian
Constitition which is supposud to grant cquality to mon and wormn. Two wonon
who had been ecnvicted with edultory appealed to the Constitutional Court, on
thase grounds. The Court cventually docided that "in conformity with cormen
¢pinion", it "constitutad cbviocusly a morec serious offence", Tho lew, as tha
(all male) court axplained. aimod at “protocting the unity of the family" - the
patriarchal fanily, noodloss to eay. This is the hoart of thoe patter. Aftor
Eraft-Ebbing hed asscrted that the sommal doeire in womon wes vory srall, he made
this very . illurdinating eompont: YIf this ware mot so, the whole world weuld
bocora & brothel and marrisgo and a fardly inpossible", Marriaso oud a family =
a5 we know thon = are iopossible if wonom ere soxually fully mature, that is if
non end wopon are equal, To prescrve tho fanily structure’ womon hava to be kopt
in n state of inferiority, cconorically, legally, socially and sexuslly., This is
tha enly roasen why foninine scxuality has besn so savagoly ropresscd. The
1ittle girl is told "It's not tho same thing for a wonan". It is only natural
thorafore that she should ronedn o virgin until her parriage and a faithful wifo
aftarmarde, thus giving to hor hugband tho cortainty that hia property will go to
his own flosh and Llood., For the monoganie fardly etructura was & convenicnt way
of stabilising private preperty upon which capitalien is luilt and it is now o
comvenient way of caintaining 44, In retrospoct, Froudlsctheory appears to Lo
an cbedicnt rationalisatdion of the donial of woren's scxusl rights. Tho need for
a transfor fron the clitoris to the vagina and the supsricrity of garinal crgesn”
ero atterpts to liquidate fordnine soxuality. Becausc "vaginal crgasn' ds diffi-
oult to achiove, for anatordcal remsons. And above all bocauso vaginal orgasn
doponds upon tho man's cjaculation. Tho Victorians (and it ds not more ccineidenca
that tho ron of the Industrial Rovelution should be tho #yictoriana", that is to
gay tha mn? avo buon tha mcet oager to annihilate wopan's soxual rights) honoured
only cne nspect of sox = ojaculation, which bad tho double advantage of being
strictly nocossary to the survival of the specics and undoubtodly male - hore again
Froud hurbly plays his part. To oy knowladge. the only dafinition he aver gavo
of parvorsion was "soxusl satisfaction which doos not ain ot roproduction”. 1Is
parvorted, thorefcere, overy scxual activity which is not commoctod with cjaculation
and this et inoludo the whele of spacifically forinine scxunlity which, as weo
bave soon, is strictly indopondent from ejaculation.

Mary peoplo will argno that all this is complotoly obsclate. Sex is no lenger
taboo. Women aro allowed to oxpoct ploasura fron their "married 1ife"(l). Thare
ercMsericus" books availablo on the subject end your Family Planning fantro will
be grad to adyigo you. It is truc that todey vory fow peoplo would agred with o
Ir Isasc Brown Daker, a surgoon who perforped mumorous cliteridoctonios on womnen
to prevent any danger of sexual gxoitomont, which, ho was convinced, csusad "insani-
tics", "ocatelopsy", "hystoria" and cthor discasos. DBut in fact vory little has
chapeud. Most of Victorian ideas which would porhaps bo dismissad in their original
fern, have beon passed on to us through the channol of pscudo-sciontific literatura.
¥arriage panuals for instanco ara viciously prude, If the subjoct of sex eould not
bo avolded any moro it hed fto bocome harnloss, mochanised, moaningloes, bering and
accoptabla. No sonsuality - tho pubis hair was shaved, the hunan body decdorised.
A11 vory nice and "Scandingvian", By dint of {wetorod dewn) quotations of Dr Froud



an cxtra prossurc was put on wemen. They now fecl that thoy must at any coat
expericnce vaginal orgmsn, both to rratify their hmsband's phalliec pride and to
prove to thensclves that thoy arc not froaks, 8o, once again, woren are asacoiated
tc tho destruction of thoir own croticisn and bullied inte conforning to the norrs
of thoir own smauality, set by ren teo bonefit pen., And yot non arc victima of it
as woll. I rofuse to beliovo that in a sceiety whore fondnine sexuality has boeon
so parofully destroyoed. men can bo totally mature sexual boings. The double
opsessior T must como/she must como cannnt be anybody's ideal cof a gatisfectory
scxual rolaticnship. It is truc that such relationships will only ba possibla
whoro mon and women have achioved cquality: erotic fiction (if I nay say s0)

migt havo a socialist sceioty for background, But 1 boliove that such books es
Soxual Rosponse in Womon can bo usoful, It can holp wonon to bocorm congelous cf
thoir own cnoroous soxual potential and try to dofinc thonsalwves their own ocroticlsn.
This @oca not moan that wo shall have to substituto the ryatigque of tha clitoris

to tho rystiquoe of tho phallus,obvicusly, It noons that any attompt t¢ dafino
forinine soxuality will havo to invelwo eapoful investigation of all tha physical
end subjootive factors which affect it. This is the noeccesary first stop towards
an suthontic sexual liberation of both men and wonon.

s -

(Soro of the material used by Susan Lydon in her article'Understanding Qrgasn" pub-
lished by the Anerican nagasine Rapparts, Dec 14-28, 1968, has bean used in this
articla. Susan Lydon was reviewing a book by Dr Willian H Masters and Mre Virginia

E Johnson Hunman Sexusl Response which comea to very girdiler oconeclusicns on the
quastion of foninine sexuality.)

With this issue of Sceinlist Wonan wo say adieu to Marie (lairc, cne of our editors.
¥arie has been a real activist, involved in all our vonturea during the past yoar;
an ardent saleswonan of SW, e participant in our politicel debatas end a noet cheor-
ful comrade. A builder of barricades during tho May deys in Francce, she returns
homo to contimue tho fight.




WOLEN IN THE HISTORY OF THE LABOUR PARTY.

Ll > Nora Vange.
Looking et the ususl predominantly .ule attendence at this year's Labour Farty
conferencea, it is hard ta_bﬁlieve*rh% nE'grparticipatiun in the Labour movemsnt
iz a9 long as the mens. In 11’58: the* he %e-r Small-ware Veavers' Associalion
included women who paid the same duee and received the same strike dues as the men.
During a strike of their union in IR08 they proved"if possible, mors turbulent
and mischaveous than the men'
Women played their part in the machine wregking of the late I8th century and after
the Combination Acts were repealed in IA24, became sctive agein in trade unions

like the men. They were members &f orivting unions, among othcra. In 1832 & . - leg
atrike of card setters, mainly woltmr—geiad®™For Fqual Payand the Laeds Mercury @

of May 4th, 1852 haed a significant comment:"Alarmiste mey view these indieations
female independance asmore menacing to established institutions than the education
of the lbwer orders,” Some pecple's views have not changed much since then! Robert
Owen's Grand National Consolidated Union in I883 wee open to womenand many female L1
lodges were formed.

The first charter drawm up by William Lovett in IE%7 included women's guffreges,

though this proved to be ahead of its time and was later dropped. Dut women jolned =
the agitation and 8,200 eigned the chalter in IP42. Afterthe collspse of the

Chartist movement spathy set in until the I850s,when the new model unicns were

formed. The most significant of thesa were the Lancashire Cotton linions, whoae
rooruitment of women in the weaving sectiona wes vigorous, Because no differentation
between male, fapale and juvenile rateswas made there was no question of scparate
separate unicns gor wonen and by IB%6 I5,000 women-about half the total membar-
ship-were in the union. Theyhad the same rights and responeibilities ao the male
menbors

In I874Am Foma Paterson formed whaot later beceme known as the Women'g trede union
Leagu~ which was eelled upon by meny unions to help organise women workers. In

the IRE0s Begamethe New Tmionism-the great movement among theun-skilled and gcmi-
ekilled to build unions as the eraft workers had donealready. The Matchmskers stri. in
in IEA8 started as a rosult of an article by Annic Besent in the "Link", exposing

the terrible conditiens of work, set off a seriss of rovolts by men workers too-

the Gas workers, Dockers, Seamen ete. The new unicns that wera formed tock women

into membership, unlike moet of the craft unions, but usually in separatevdomen's
branches, During the latter part of the century,magy arcos of work apened up tc

women and with them great inerease in trade union membership.

Meanwhile, of coursa, the workers had realised that indusrrial action was not
enough as a sole weapon,The first trade unien V.P.s wers elec ted in IBT/, followed
by three I,L,P. members in I882. The LabourBeprosentation Committee was formed in -, ¢

T900, and from its inception women played & rols. In the election of I906 many
women helped the Labour candidates and as a rosult the Women's labour Leasrue Wwas
formeds; this was not affiliated to the Lebour Party. The fight for the franchise ¥
marked not meraly a stage in tho achievement of equality, but alsc a belated
recognition of the importance of wemen to the political parties,The Labour Party
can be proud of its support of the women's claims, with guch people as Yelr Hardie
lending thisr weight to the women's fight. We generally think of tha suffrage
movement a& being a middle claes movoment, but that is only helf the story. The
Lebour Women's League fought 'net only for their own suffrage, but for that of
working class mcngg well, Onee the war was over and the older women had their
franchise,in I9I8, the Labour Party under its new obnetitution made provision for
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sndividusl memborship and the Tomen's labour League bacams the “omen's seotion

of the Labeur party. 4 big recruitmont campaign began and five full-tire womon
prignigera were sppointed by T919. The women's membership grew mich fagster than the
ments ( woat of whom wore etill only affiliated through their union) ond by I922
there were over IO00 sestiona. InIDZ4, the firat General "lection since total
{ranchise was held, and therewere TL million meors wonen voters then men. vomen
membership resched its high point in 1955, with 420,000 and has been golng fairly
gteadily downhill ewver sinca,

In tn early days of the Loamue and Viomon's sactionss the members seom to have baen
feirly militant and aticad of the men cn meny issnes, The"Labour ‘ouan" of today
is s mere shadow compored with the paper of the same name produged by tho pioncers
"Sogialist Yoman" ia t ¢ truc inheritor of ite traditions. A% the time the paper
was the only one pfficially produced by the Lebour Party and is now the longest
ruming organ of theL.P. The women pushed the Party into campaigning for meny
neceanary rveforms; naturally they tended to conesmtrate on such isguas as baby
clinica ( theleagie established one of the first in the country) education, mater °°
nity services, clean air ste. Bt nothing was outside their range and they had a =31
strong sense of Intarnationslismy every issue of their paper had rcws and often
contributions from abmsad; Clara Zetlin, secretary of The Woman's Twternational
foincil of Labour and Sochalist Orzanisations, often wrote for Labour ¥oman, and
when war broke out, & manifeato was published in the paper, which was sent to many
eeuntrfes. Throughous the war they mainteined contagt with wong i in the 'encoy!
Countrics. In 1915, the women declared their oppesition to conseription.

In I9I8, a resolution at the L.7. conference, drew attention to the changes wrought
by the war and urged that work or maintenance be provided for all women dieplaced
from employment to make way for men roturning from war sarvico, that the prineigle
of Fgual Pay for Tgual Vork be everywhere adopied, that T.il.e accept women as s
membors in such Rde ypions in which thoy were cmployed, and that euch women

should be employed only at unicn Tates. Amongst other thinge for which we still wait
mix Iebour governmenta later, the resolution asked that merricd women, for the
parposes of income tnx, should be Teated as 'independant humen beings',

The oveeslll impression one meta after studying tho carly publicationa of fhe Labour
women is on the onc hand, the tromendous strides mad: in tbh- ficld of the Welfare
State, improvements duc entirely te the uncessing and herci® efforts of the men
and women of the Labour movamentj snd on the oth r hand how little chonge there
ig in the status of women, The conditions of life for the aversge woman heve
chapgped beyond the wildest dreams of those early writers, shc Hes Zreatcr oppor-
tunities than ever befors for aducation and cmployment, yot still society
disapppovea if sho secizes thess opportunities fully, she s5%ill hes to chose to &
large extent botwoen home and fraily and certainly in oue sphore- thet of the eare
of hcr young childrenwhile she works- she may bo worac off, now that the 'cxtended
family' has passed into history. Woman is still secking her identity, still trying
to be a porson in her own right and not merely an appendage to somp man. The
reason is plain to see- in spite of all those socil raforms with sll their
undoubted bonnfits, we ers no nearer a Socialist sooiety than when 'Tabour Veman'
first saw the lisht of day. Thet would thosc onrly contributors hove said if they
coula-havwe: known that six labour Govarnmenta later we would be as far awsy [rom
Socialiam as ever.

The men of thc abour movement today must look to their own record O e treat-
ment of women. In, recont Leabour Party publication, 'Diserimination agninst “omen',
far which the rrsearch wns dons by the women's seciions, the party teakes a frirly
honeat lock at iteelf. 1n the scction 'Folitics snd Peliticians' the rank and




£ile is rather bitter sbout the attitude of mele members., 'Male members of
the L,P. do not sceept ua as rcal cguals and still lock upon women members
as nerely tea machines for the baZaars'. 'Any woman who gets throvgh to
election for public office has to be twlce as good as = msn.' But why must
women still hsve to be excepbional when so meny third znd fourth rate men
can gnd do get into every position in the L.P. and T.U.'s? The same excuse
that Capitelist employers use sgainst erploying women are used against
electing women as delegates to conferences, etc.(she hes family responsib-
i1ities). Waren don't want to be pstroniased, they wanbt the ssme opportun~
ities gs men to educate themselves politicslly and to take their full
place in the lsbour movement. Let us hope that lhe delegates at this years
conference will ensure a full debate on the Equal. Pay resolutions, thet
they will attend the N.J.A.C.W.E.R. meeting (do'nt lesve it sll %o the
women) abd return home determined that through their unlons they will play
their part in meking equsl pey a reslity before next conference. lLets make
1970 the year we nced no more resclutions on that subject! But the men must
all slso look within themselves, to thelr sttitude towsrds thelr women
comrades and sisters in the movement, to thelr wives snd daughters too, and
ask themselves if these attitudes arc all they might be. Women's place is
not only in the home. It will never again be bounded by four stifling,
limbing wells, but it will be beside the men, helping to tuild a Soclalist
society. We're going to be therc, like it or not, becsuse ss the womenh of
the labour movement have alwsys known, it is cur task as much as bthe men's.
OQur children will bensfit from the struggle which the heroie women of

the past bepan and which we contlnue todsy.

THE VONUMENTAL NATURE OF FUAL PAY. By Jo O'Brien.

Ministers like to build monuments perticularly to themselves. Jemie Lee
has the open universidy, which is not open at s1l, There are rcservations
on who can enter the courees end its oim is not she plessure of understanding
but the creation of more technocrats. Through its courses the student will
change his working role, but he will chenge from being one kind of producer
to being 3 more valued kind. That is how they will slways be defined in
this soclety — as producers. Mr Wilson, of course, hss the whole gystem as
his monument. The rejuvination of $the bourgeois statc sppears toc be his
1ifats work, This involves an increasse in production, which will produce a
uysesble surplus of funds. The funds, of course, cennot come from the
employer's profits. Every move medeo, from wage réstraint to sttempted
control of the unions, is » move made with surplus production in mind, We
are producers you ses~ invented sometime between the wheel snd the internal
combustion engine - infinitely wore relgible snd more adaplable too. Mra.
Castle's monument, though she doeen't know it, 1s s recgulsr timo bowb. We
mugt be quite clear about the issue of Equal Pay for work of Equal Value.
In the terms in which it 1s disoussed by the Government it has nothing to
do with equality and everything to do with productivity. Equal pay is only
an issue at all becausc the Wilson Goverrmment cees it as leadlng to:-

1) a greater lsbour force.

2) a lsbour force whose productive ¥alue will be slmost doubled becuuse
night work restrictions will be rcmoved,

3] & labour force whoso productive vslue will be increased becpuse equal
pay ¢sn be coupled with productivity sgreements, which will involve a
spead up of work, a shortening of work bresks, ele,

L) a useful excuss for conbrolling working clsss wage lncreases.

h.;ﬂ'l.';-.
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If the govermment looked upon the issue of equal pey in tcrms of equality end
justice it would provide for the exira pay to come immediately from the employers'
profits. But this would be nothing less nn open challenge to Cepital-not Wilason's
wey ot all. Right, so they reversc the whole situation, they negotinte, not 30
pach with the employers for justice as wlth the orkera for irng "cased mnounts of
work. In return for an early romoval of night work restrictione and an accepted
econtinuance of wage restraint, we may over a period of 5-T years, have at leagst .
the gemblence of what is rightfully ours. See how increased productivity can at
once be orgnnised, whilst justice is a far more complex afiairl At the T.0.C.
oconferenca 1r. L.A., Matthews of the National Union of Tailors end Garment Vorkers
emphasised tho lengthening of parioda of work without adoquate braaks for women
and young persons. fe scid many of t'o recormendations of the working purty
dealing with hours of cmployment of wonen and yougr porzang in freterics were
regressive. Production had been the yerdatick in dealing with the w1fare aspeots
of the Pactories Acts. If new reguletions wera to be put into foree, it might meen
women would have to work for 6 hours without a bresk. There was a susgietion that
the messures were to be part of the pyce women wight have to pny for equal pay!

¥r. Matthews has understood well that equsl pay on Mrs. Cestlc's ferms will in

fact be en extension of that sort of bargaining betwesn Labour and Capltel which
resulta in tho Productivity agreement, Its the sort of bargain in which Capitael
will give incressed benefits, in return for & speed-up of work which will

increase their profits. Wow beeause of economic prassurcs, H.P., committments,

and a standard of living they want to maintain, the workers have in the recant
prst incrassed their pace of work in return for what the omployers offerred, ‘™t th

What the worker soon finds, however, ia that when youte working flet-wt, with

only short breeks, fower hands, night-shifte amd the lot, you'ra exhauated nnd
trapped at thirty and at forty the pace 1s too much or just irrclavant. This is
whot lrs. Ceatla ia offering women., She wantz us to become fully integrnted into

a system which will wring us dry. This ie also what is being offorred to us by
cortain wemen trade wnionists who maininin that in return for egqual pay, we must

be propered to work nights ete. They want us to become totally submisaive to O..;ltal
Capilal, They went women to be instrumenntd in es’sblishing that workors are
productive units thai must function both day and night, regardless af the effects

on what is left of their non-worlting lives and heslth,

And why is lrs, Castle's menument 2 time bomb? The confedaration of British
industry have of course reojected eaqual pey. Wilson insists ihat it must be
coupled with wage restraint, whilst post unions insist that it must not. I%

would seem that thare are ¥ss ﬁyﬁg-cnnflicting porapectives for mgreement to

ba rosched. But this dons not constitudesthe exploeivenssa of the sltuation.

Agreement may in futurs be reached. Capital ean not resist the poszibility of

a apeed-up of production: this ie what is going very Ehﬁi&iﬁtqdbmeﬂnétﬁﬁ‘*_y
for it'e very survival, it is whet Me. Wison wante, and the unicns ney well“be
too used to thinking in terms of exchanging some mor: of their menbers! sweat
for a little justice, to agres to such conditionz for equel pay. The situation is
exploaive because it spells out to wopen, and also to mon that thoy are regarded
a3 no more than humen conveyer belte, We mist incrceee their ewareness of thiz,
W, are not going to be inatrumental in establishing nigt t=-vork for another
section of the working class, rathar we shall try to bring it down. Ve arc not
contributingz to the wage brrgaining perspective which works prople into ill

hoalth and epethy, for = little mor: from the employer. This requires A defengive ™ &

mentality, which wa do not have. We are giving pothing in roturn for aguel pay.
Let Mr:., Catls sugpest that we ghould, and she will find out juat how of fensive
we cen be!
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