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Election Program of the Capitalist Parties:

ist class continues its offensive to shift the burden of
the economic crisis onto the backs of the working
masses. All the capitalist parties -~ the '""Demo-
crats', Republicans and sham "socialist" parties --
are parties of the capitalist offensive, parties of the
capitalist reaction. They are parties of starvation,
fascism and war.

The capitalist parties are parties of starvation.
The capitalists are increasing the exploitation of the
workers in order to have the workers pay for the
crisis. The workers are faced with unemployment,
wage-cutting, run-away inflation and wage-price con-
trols. Speed-up and unsafe working conditions are
taking an increasing toll from the workers. Under
the guise of ''tax revolt'" and '"tax justice', the taxes
and levies on the workers are being raised to the
skies, while "tax relief" is being given to the large
corporations and the millionaires.

The capitalist parties are parties of fascism. The
capitalist politicians are all competing with each
other in proposing measures to build more jails, hire
more uniformed thugs, and increase jail sentences.
They are promoting '"anti-crime', anti-youth and
anti-immigrant hysteria. They are rabid segregat-
ionists+and racists who are attacking the Afro-
American people and pther oppressed nationalities
under the hoax of ending the mythical "reverse dis-
crimination". The labor lieutenants of the capitalists
are being increasingly used to betray the workers'
struggles.: The aim of this increasing fascism is to
smash the revolutionary proletariat, which is stirring
in struggle.

The capitalist parties are pafties of war. Under
Carter's "human rights' fraud, the U.S. imperialists
have been intervening everywhere around the world,
propping up the numerous dictators and feudal-military

oligarchies that make up the .S, imperialist world
empire, the so-called "free (for imperialist exploi-
tation) world'. The U.S. is frantically arming, build-
ing more and more neutron bombs, tanks, cruise
missiles, bacteriological and chemical agents in order
to use them against the oppressed nations, against the
world proletariat and the socialist homeland Albania,
and against the U.S.'s chief imperialist rival, the
Soviet social-imperialists. Through the never-

ending debate on "SALT' and the tempest-in-a-teacup

-over '"appeasement', the politicians are stirring up

war hysteria.

This is the common program of all the capitalist
politicians. For the sake of political deception, each
party emphasizes one aspect a little more or less.
Congress is a big talk~shop where the bourgeois hack
orators give "eloquent' speeches to fool the naive,
while the real business of government is performed
behind closed doors by a handful of rich finance
capitalists,

REPUBLICANS -- OPEN TOOL OF THE RICH

The Republican Party is the open tool of monopoly
capital. It is known to the masses as "the party of
big business'" and open reaction, of bigotry and rabid
chauvinism. The basic call of the Republican Party
in this election is that it is necessary to give "incen-
tives' to the big capitalists to induce them to under-
take the presumably most unpleasant task of making
money.

The Republicans are campaigning very hard on
"tax revolt''. The capitalist '"tax revolt' spouts
empty words about reducing taxes for everyone,
allegedly without class distinction, in order to:

I) increase the taxes for the working class and the
poor generally;

Carter Stumps for Wage Controls
at the USWA Convention

On September 20, 1978, Carter announced at the
Steelworkers' Union (USWA) national convention that
"in the near future, I will announce a strengthening of
our limited arsenal of weapons against inflation", it
will be tough', and "will ask for restraint and some
sacrifice from all". Carter will soon reveal a new
"phase two" of his "voluntary'' wage-price controls.
These '"phase two'' controls are part of the monopoly
capitalists' fascist wage-cutting offensive against the
working class, which Carter ridiculously refers to as
a "fight against inflation".

It is a big exposure of the trade union bureaucrats
that Carter chose to make his preliminary announce-
ment at the USWA convention. It is simply gross be-
trayal of the working class for the labor traitors to
welcome the chieftain of the bloodsucking monopoly
capitalist class to spout his anti-working class venom
at a union convention, supposedly a workers' gather-
ing. Today, presidents fear for their lives if they
should try to walk down an ordinary street, but in this
case Carter was received with hugs and kisses., This
shows that the labor hacks fully support Carter's
wage-cutting program. This exposes the alliance be-~
tween the top union officials and the Democratic Party
against the workers' basic interests.

The Carter administration is preparing to impose
outright compulsory wage controls. Carter has ad-
mitted that his '"voluntary" wage controls have not
been successful, and has created a big discussion on
how to improve his '"voluntary' program. In late
August, numerous presidential economic advisors
started to present proposals for a "phase two'' of the
"voluntary'' program. (The use of the term '"phase
two!" has now been dropped by the bourgeois experts
as the terminology too closely resembles that of
Nixon's 'phases one, two, and three' when he imposed
the hated wage freeze and contrals on the working
class in 1971-3. In addition, this terminology also
correctly indicates that after both phases one and two
of Carter's voluntary program are discarded, a
"phase three' of outright controls will begin. )

The monopoly capitalists want a 'phase two'' plan
both because the workers defied and broke through
Carter's earlier "voluntary' guidelines of 5.1 to 5.6%
raises, and because trying to hold workers to these
paltry increases in the face of the current 11% annual
inflation rate (which would mean a 5% plus cut in real
wages) is too big an exposure of the real nature of the
Democratic Party '"friends of labor'. What are the
proposed features of ''phase two'' ?

The first point is that ""phase two'" will be a transi-
tion program to mandatory controls despite Carter's
repeated assertions to the contrary. In an interview
on August 18 with the International Labor Press As-
sociation Carter said: "I would guess that a majority
of the American people would prefer to have manda-
tory wage and price controls. I am philosophically
opposed to it and would not impose such controls un-
less our nation faces a very serious emergency or
crisis'’. Here we see that, even in denying the inten-

tion to do so, Carter cannot help but to lie even more,
saying that the American people desire to see this
Nixonite program adopted. And no one would expect
Carter's "philosophical' opposition to hold up in the
face of an alleged popular demand, especially if a
crisis of some kind should be declared.

The second point is that '""phase two'' will be called
"'voluntary wage-price guidelines, with limited sanc-
tions". The wage guidelines Carter is considering
are that they "would be expected' to rise no more
than the per cent rate of increase of prices measured
by the Consumer Price Index (CPI) during the pre-
vious year. (The CPI underestimates the burden
placed on working people who suffer the most from
the largest price increases on necessities like heat~
ing oil and coal;a 113 per cent rise from 1973 to
1978. It also totally ignores the burden of ever-in-
creasing taxation.) The CPI rose at an 8 per cent .
rate in 1977. Thus in 1978, wage increases would
be limited to this same 8 per cent, if the capitalists
could have their way. Obviously, this would guaran-
tee perpetual pay cuts, as today prices are rising at
an 11 per cent annual rate. Also it opposes workers
trying to make up for the over 5 per cent loss in real
wages that the proletariat has suffered since 1973 a-
lone, much less improving their income and living
standards (or getting out of debt!). With this wage
guideline, Carter is trying to appear fair and reason-
able, while doggedly attacking the workers' wages
and thus increasing profits. A different version of
the above, would be "numerical wage guidelines"
'where Carter would simply dictate a figure to which
the workers "would be expected' to submit. Current
proposals center around 7 to 7.5 per cent for wages.
Carter is quite aware that virtually all workers are
defying -his 5.1 to 5.6 per cent figure previously an-
nounced.

The third point is that:despite the rhetoric about
the guidelines being ''voluntary', Carter's advisors
are proposing 'limited sanctions' or penalties. We
have seen how ''voluntary' Carter's controls have
been so far! The Taft-Hartley injunction was used, .
and federal troops threatened, against the coal miners.
Carter did not hesitate to push binding arbitration on
the postal workers. And Carter simply dictated a
5.5 per cent '"raise" to 1.5 million federal govern-
ment workers recently. There was nothing voluntary
about it. The White House has yet to speculate on
what penalties it is considering to use against the
workers who defy the government's guidelines. Per-
haps the workers are expected to either voluntarily
penalize themselves with a wage cut, or voluntarily
penalize themselves for not submitting to a wage cut,
by say, sweating more on the job?! (Carter's eco-
nomic advisors have talked of 'tax incentives', while
denying their feasibility in the next breath.)

The fourth point is that, while the main intention of
wage-price controls is to cut wages, the monopoly
capitalist dictators also have to put on a show of

Continued on page 2; see WAGE CONTROLS

Starvation, Fascism and War

The Fall 1978 elections are being held as the capital~ :

2) implement attacks on the public sector workers;
and :

3) redistribute government expenditures to the areas
of maximum capitalist profit at the expense of cut-
backs harming the well-being of the masses.

In Congress the Republicans are proposing major

- cuts in the capital-gains tax in order to enrich the

capitalists and as well they are chattering about a big
income tax cut for everyone, across the board. As the
Republican Party paper First Monday puts it, quoting
Senator Kemp: the Republican Party is 'the party of
lower taxes, hope, opportunity and the American
dream." And indeed the Republican sweet-talk is all
a dream. Either the rich or the poor must pay for the
bloated government bureaucracy, the huge army for
aggression, and the numerous "incentives'' and sub-
sidies for the corporations. The Republican Party
has always made it clear that it is the poor who must
pay, in qrder to provide "incentives" for the rich.

" The present Republican propaganda about tax-
cutting also shows that behind all their idle chatter
about "'small government' and "fiscal responsibility',
the Republican Party has always stood for the max-
imum expansion of the government and the largest
military establishment. It was the '""responsible!'
Nixon-Ford administration which, just like the
Democratic administrations, produced record-break-
ing federal budget deficits. - These deficits fuel inflat-
ion, which is a method by which the capitalists as a
class cut the real value of the workers' wages and
thus increase their profits.

THE DEMOCRATS ~-~MONOPOLY CAPITAL'S MAIN
PARTY FOR DECEIVING THE WORKERS

The Democratic Party is the main tool of the mono-
poly capitalists for political deception of the working

Continued on page 15; see ELECTIONS

330,000 Railroad Workers Strike
in Solidarity with Norfolk and Western Clerks!

On September 26, approximately 330,000 railroad
workers in 44 states simultaneously struck 43 U.S,
railroads, stopping fully two-thirds of all rail trans-
portation in the country! The railroad workers have
struck nationally in solidarity with Norfolk and Wes-
tern R. R. clerks who set up picket lines on various

. railroads across the country. This is a great victory

for the N&W clerks who've been on strike against the
N&W since July 10 and have been fighting hard to
spread their strike to other railroads. This is the
largest railroad strike in recent U.S. history. The
strike immediately began to cripple industrial produc-
tion nation-wide. Auto, steel and coal production be-
gan to drop right away. The capitalist class is fur-
ious and immediately began to resort to the tradition=
al fagcist measures it uses against the railroad work-
ers, having the federal courts either limit picketing
or Q:dhibit the strike altogether in different areas of
the country. This great class battle is another power-
ful dendonstration that the militant strike movement of
the Ameriean proletariat is irresistably surging for-
ward!

Over 4,600 N&W railway clerks, backed by a soli-
darity strike of 16,000 other N&W workers, began
their strike against the Norfolk & Western Railroad
on July 10/ The workers have been striking to stop
the attempts of the N& W railroad barons to eliminate
large numbers of clerical jobs through automation.
This strike is'a seperate matter from the national
rail contracts which expired this year, and therefore
wages are not at issue.

POSTAL WORKERS

The N&W clerks are absolute-

ly determined to defeat this attack. With the militant
support of the other striking N&W workers, and now:
with the support of the mighty nationwide strike of
330,000 railway workers, they have persisted in their
struggle for over 2-1/2 months. This has heen the
longest strike in history against the huge N&W monop-
oly which extends through 14 states. The N&W strike
had already forced the coal monopolies to curtail pro-
duction and led to the lay-off of 25,000 coal miners
for over two months before the national strike began.
What hag been the issue in the N&W railway strike ?
The monopoly capitalist class is waging a vicious
offensive on every front to shift the full burden of the
economie crisis onto the workers' shoulders. The
specific form this offensive takes against the railroad
workers is capitalist rationalization’ of railway trans-
portation, In the main, this rationalization means:
1) the consolidation and modernization of bankrupt,
inefficient or worn-out railroad facilities -- all -
financed by huge government handouts to the monopol-
ists from tax monies (for example, $2.03 billion ini~
tially to Conrail alone); 2) vicious "productivity"
drives against the railroad workers -- either associa-
ted with the introduction of modern equipment, or
with brutal speed-up. This productivity offensive takes
different forms against different railroad crafts.
Against the clerical workers now striking the N&W, it
takes the form of introducing more computers and
other automation of clerical functions. The N&W
capitalists want to eliminate clerks' jobs through

Continued on page 7; see RR WORKERS

STRUGGLE AGAINST

THE FEDERAL ARBITRATOR'S SELL-OUT CONTRACT

The struggle of the 570,000 postal workers against
the Carter administration's '"voluntary' wage-price
controls and the increasing exploitation the postal
workers suffer at the hands of their employer, the
government, has reached a critical stage. The postal
workers waged wildcat strikes against and rejected
the July 21 tentative agreement as a gross betrayal of
their vital interests. Now they face a new sell-out
pact, even worse in terms of job security than the
previous one. This contract is dictated by the go-
vernment's "neutral" arbitrator as 'binding' and is
backed up, as before, by the full force of the bour-
geois state machine, which threatens firings, ar-
rests of striking workers and is prepared (insofar as
this is possible) to move the mail with federal troops.
This sell-out agreement, like the last, has the full
support of the treacherous bureaucrats heading the
postal unions.

The only ‘way for the postal workers to defeat the
attacks of the government and its labor flunkeys and
inrprove their terms of labor is by militant mass
struggle. In the coal miners' strike last winter it
was only through mass action that the miners defeated
all the attacks of the repressive state apparatus, from
the local and state police, to the National Guard,
right up to the Taft-Hartley federal court injunction
obtained by the Carterite "friends of Labor' in the
White House. The postal workers, too, want to take
mass strike action to fight for their just demands.
Just prior to the arbitrator's decision a national wild-
cat strike was planned and had the support of the lo-
cals of the American Postal Workers Union in at

least four key major cities. But the treacherous la~
bor bureaucrats are forestalling a strike and smoth-
ering the protest of the workers. Their local hench~
men called off the September 13 wildcat. Today the
bureaucrats of the two biggest postal unions, the
APWU and the National Association of Letter Car-
riers, are putting the arbitrator's decision up for a
vote of ratification, while at the same time conceal-
ing its real, sell-out nature from the workers. The
labor traitors hope that this delaying tactic will head
off a strike and produce a vote against it. It is up to
the postal workers to expose the new pact and take
mass action in defense of their vital interests.

The struggle of the postal workers is a big test of
the "voluntary" wage-price controls of the Carter
administration. These controls call for such meager
wage ''raises'' -5, 1 to 5. 8 per cent in the face of 11
per cent inflation --that they amount to a program to
cut the real wages of the working class. The controls
are a big part of the anti-working class offensive of
the bourgeoisie and its state machine at all levels,
headed by the Carter administration. which is aimed
at shifting the burden of the prolonged and deep eco-
nomie crisis onto the backs of the workers. If '"vol-
untary' controls fail to suppress the workers, the
Carterite "friends of Labor'" plan to impose outright

*compulsory controls like those of the fascist Nixon
in 1971-3. '

But the Carter administration has been unable to
enforce this wage-cutting policy on the militant work-
ers. The wage settlements of the miners as well as

On History of Nixon's Wage Controls s.ceeeeess 2
Carter Attacks Federal EmployeesS.scseceosces 3
Irish Workers Oppose Nat'l Wage Agreement... 3
On the Capitalist "Tax Revolt" ceeecacscncaeces 4

Teachers Strike Across the U.S, coveceecscscse
School Employees Are Right to Strikeeeeacaaces
Against Hospital "Cost Containment" Fraud ¢...
Pulp and Paper Workers Strikececescdvsceaase

American Standard Workers Strike «....

oo,

-3

Racist Police Murder in Seattle ccoesccecesnns
Against Racist Gangs in Boston ecceecceacaeas 7

In this issue

- .. Continued on page 6; see POSTAL WORKERS

Middle East: Fraud at Camp David cccceeecess 12
Iranian People's Struggle ceocesocccascecccss 12
Nicaragua: Uprising Against Samoza ee.cs.e.. 13
Heroic People's Resistance in Chile ceeeeess. 13
Behind the Coup d'Etat in Bolivia .e.eceeeses 13

Meetings in Support of Albania «ececececsccces 92
Stand of the CP of New Zealand c.iseeovesses 10 -

Bankrupicy of '"three worlds'' theory:
Where does revisionism find its strength? «e.. 11
‘Once Again on the Neutron Bomb scceecaacanen 1

Zeri i Ponullit:

Chinese Warmongering Policy and Hua Kuo- fe’ng’s'Visit to the Balkans e resco



F o P

: 2, THE WORKERS' ADVOCATE, September 28, 1978

NIXON'S WAGE-PRICE CONTROLS WERE A FASCIST, ANTI-WORKING CLASS MEASURE

PREPARED FOR AND APPLAUDED BY THE DEMOCRATS AND LABOR TRAITORS

The "Democratic' "friend of Labor'", the Carter

.administration, is rapidly advancing towards com-

pulsory wage-price controls like those imposed by the
Republicans under the arch-faseist and war criminal
Richard Nixon in 1971-3. The experience of the wor-
kers under Nixon's wage-price controls shows just
what the Carter administration has in store for the
proletariat: Nixonite fagcism without Nixon.

This experience shows:

1. that wage-price controls are a fascist attack by
the capitalist state machine on the worker's struggles
in order to impose a cut in the workers' real wages;

2. that both major political parties, Republicans
and Democrats alike, participated as they always do
in wielding the repressive bourgeois state against the
working class;

. that the Democrats, those alleged 'friends of
Labor'", were even more active than the Republicans
in preparing this fascist attack on the working class
and actually created the legal basis for the Republican ~
Nixon administration to impose controls by passing
Congressional legislation;

4. that the top labor bureaucrats such as George .
Meany and Leonard Woodcoek (the president of the
UAW), the allegedly genuine "representatives of the
working class'', worked harder than anyone else in
preparing the workers to accept controls on their
wages, actually administered this fascist attack on the
working class and criminally sabotaged the workers'
resistance movement against it; and

5. that the wage-price controls of the Nixon admin-
istration dealt the workers' movement a setback but
could not suppress the contradiction between labor
and capital. The workers' struggle continued; what
was suppressed broke out into an upsurge of struggle
when controls were lifted.

NIXON'S WAGE-PRICE CONTROLS: A FASCIST
ATTACK BY THE STATE ON THE WORKERS!
MOVEMENT TO ENFORCE WAGE-CUTS

The Nixon administration imposed compulsory
wage-price controls from August 15, 1971, to January
I1, 1973. From August 15 to October 8, 1971, Nixon
imposed a freeze on wages, prices and rents as part
of Phase I of his New Economic Policy. From Octo-
ber 8, 1971 until January 11, 1973, as part of Phase
1T, through a Pay Board and a Price Commission the
administration imposed a wage limit of 5.5 per cent
average annual wage increases and (allegedly) a ceil-
ing of 2.5 per cent on prices. After Phase II, in
Phase III the administration turned to "voluntary"
wage-price controls until June 18, 1974, when they
were abandoned. Phases I, II, and III were part of
Nixon's '"New Economic Policy'. It contained various
other emergency measures such as suspension of the .,
convertability of the U.S. dollar into gold, imposition
of a 10 per cent surcharge gn 1mports, a big invest-
ment tax credit, repeal of the 7 per cent auto excise
tax -~ all aimed at propping up the U.S, monopoly
capitalists in the face of the 1970-71 economic crisis,
shifting the burden of this crisis onto the working
people at home and elbowing out foreign capitalist
competition.

Nixon's wage-price controls were not a measure to
defend the whole of somety against inflation, as the

bourgeoisie claimed. Instead, they were a method of
imposing inflationary price increases on the masses
while holding down the workers' dollar wages by sup-
pressing their strike struggles, resulting in a sharp
cut in the real wages or purchasing power of the work-
ing class. They served to increase the effect of in-
flation on the workers, to further impoverish them
while swelling the coffers of the capitalists. They
faced the workers with a single, standard wage re-
striction openly dictated by the government which
commands the full force of the capitalist state ma-
-chine with its police, courts, prisons, and military
forces.

Nixon's controls led to: a) a sharp decline in the
workers' strike movement; b) a sharp decline in the
size of the dollar wages in vnion contracts signed un-
der controls; c) an extremely sharp increase in the
rate of inflationary price increases once the workers
were locked into three-year, low-wage confracts,
resulting in; d) a sharp cut in the real wages of the
workers and a sharp increase in the capitalists' prof-
its.

The table below illustrates how Nixon's wage-price
controls caused a sharp decline in the workers' strike
movement, limiting the workers' use of this vital
weapon in the struggle ‘against capitalist exploitation.
The table shows the number of strikes, the number of
workers involved and the number of working man-days
lost by the capitalists as a result, during the period
of 1969-74.

Number Workers Involved Days Lost
of
strikes
1969 5,700 2,481,000 42,869,000

70 5,716 3,305,000 66,414,000
71 5,138 3,280,000 47,589,000
72 5,010 1,714,000 27,066,000
73 5,353 2,251,000 27,948,000
74 6,074 2,778,000

47,991,000

The number of days lost was more than cut in half
from 1970 to 1972 and '73. The number of workers
involved in strikes was also severely slashed. The
wage~price controls of Nixon, it can be seen, were a
vicious attack on the workers' strike movement.

Due to the suppression of their strike struggle by
Nixon's wage-price controls, the workers were forced
to accept much restricted wage settlements. The
following table depicts the average rise in dollar wages
in new union contracts in all industries before, dtjring
and after the Nixon controls, showing hoth the me

The size of the wage seftlements was rising right up
through the year 1970 due to the rise of the workers'
movement and to the increase of inflation, which
caused the workers to increase their wage demands.
But the imposition of Nixon's wage-price controls in
1971~-3 caused a sharp reduction in the wage settle-
ments, nearly cutting in half the figure for the first
year of contracts between 1971 and '72. Between its
formation in October 1971 and its demise on March
2, 1973, Nixon's Pay Board heard 3,716 cases of
wage settlements of units of workers larger than

. 1,000 affecting an estimated 19 million workers. It

limited their pay increases to an average of 5.4 per
cent annually. Thus the wage-price controls of Nixon
amounted to a massive attack on the wages of the
workers.

Once the workers were locked into low-wage, three-
year contracts, the capitalists stepped up the rate of
inflationary price increases to an unheard of rate.
While the rate of price increases slowed somewhat
during Nixon's controls, dropping from a 5.9 per cent
CPI in 1970 to 4.3 in 1971 and 3.3 in 1972, this rate
remained a great hardship for the working people, and
once the workers were locked into measly contracts,
the inflation rate rapidly speeded up and reached a
gallop, more than compensating for its temporary
slowing down.- In 1974 the annual rate of price in-
creases reached 11 per cent, as measured by the
government's admittedly minimized Consumer Price
Index. The prices of the cheapest foodstuffs such as
rice, beans, ete., rose far in excess of the CPI,
throwing an intolerable burden onto the poorest work-
ers, hitting the national minority workers especially
hard. The effect of this galloping inflation on the

“workers locked into low-wage, three-year contracts

can be approximated as follows: a three-year con-
tract signed in 1972 averaged a 6 per cent yearly wage
increase, resulting in an 18 per cent increase for the
total of 1972, '73 and '74. For a contract signed in
1973, the total for '73, '74 and '75 would have aver-
aged 15.6 per cent. But the total rise in the CPI for
1973, '74 and '75 amounted to 26.3 per cent! And
many of the workers' basic necessities of life rose
much more rapidly than this. One can easily see that
Nixon's wage-price controls resulted in a sharp cut
in the real wages or purchasing power of the workers.
But while the wages of the workers were being cut
by Nixon's controls, as a result, the profits of the
capitalists were increasing. The following table illus-
trates this fact with the figures for total U.S. cor-
porate profits year by year between 1970 and 1975.

average raise for the whole period of the contra 1970 $67.9 billion
and the median average raise for the first year o the 71 7.2
-~ contracts. 72 92.1
pEr R ghay o o 5 first yes L £ : 73 99.1
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69 6.8 8.0 In 1972 and '73, while the workers were being forced
70 8.1 10.0 to sacrifice under the hoax that this would combat in~
71 8.0 12.3 flation, the capitalists were lining their pockets at an
72 6.0 6.6 escalating rate.
73 5.2 5.5 Thus the wage-price controls of the Nixon admini~
74 6.6 . %0 stration served to impoverish the workers and enrich
75 7.4 10.0 the capitalists. Far from a neutral act benefitting all

society, they were a fascist decree by the bourgeois
state to cut wages. There was no "equality of sacri-
fice' in this program set up and administered by Re-
publicans, Democrats and labor traitors alike; under :
capitalism, the "equality of sacrifice' called for by .
the labor traitors and their masters always and invar-
iably means that the workers tighten their belts to

fill the coffers of the money~bags. When the capital-
ist politicians talk of "fighting inflation' they actually
mean cutting the workers' wages. There can be no
"equality' between capitalist and worker; as long as
the capitalists hold political power they will brutally
exploit the workers and deny them any equality (all the
while singing hymns to "freedom", "democracy" and
the "equality of all citizens'). Only when the workers
seize political power through revolution, suppress the
capitalists and eliminate capitalism will they end this
exploitation and carry on production for the benefit of
the masses. !

In fact, it is not the workers and their fight for
wage increases which cause inflationary price increas-
es; it is the monopoly capitalists who do so, directly
and through their state apparatus. By rapidly expand-
ing finance capital independently of any increase of
actual production and by creating huge federal budget
deficits to pay for the repressive activities of the
state, deficits which are financed by expanding the
money supply independently of production (in effect,
as if by printing paper money), the monopoly capital-~
ists inflate the currency. This inflation results.in
price increases of all the commodities the working
masses buy, while the workers, whose only commod-
ity is their labor-power, are unable to raise the
price of their labor-power (their wages) as rapidly,
and they fall further and further behind inflation.
Inflation, thus, imposes a cut in real wages onto
the workers., Nixon's wage-price controls greatly
intensified this effect of inflation by suppressing
the struggle of the workers to raise their wages in.
defense against rising prices. They were a method
of shifting the burden of the economic crisis of
1970-71 onto the backs of the workers.

This criminal attack by the Nixon administration
was part and parcel of the program of the U.S. imper-
ialist bourgeoisie: fascist suppression of the working
class and laboring masses at home so as to shift the
burden of the economic crisis onto their backs and
continue to wage the war of aggression abroad against
the peoples of Indo-China. Richard Nixon's hands
were dripping with the blood of the Vietnamese, Cam-
bodian and Laotian peoples. The very same repres-
sive U.S. state, with its police and military machine,
which shed that blood is the instrument of repression
of the American working class. It enforced Nixon's
wage-price controls. In this fascist program, the Re-
publicans had the cooperation and collaboration of the
other main party of capital, the Democrats with their
legions of sold-out labor hacks, as well as of the other
opportunists of every breed.

HOW THE "DEMOCRATS" AND LABOR BU'REAU-
CRATS PREPARED CONDITIONS FOR NIXON'S
WAGE-PRICE CONTROLS

In the late 1960's inflationary price increases grew
Continued on page 14; see NIXON WAGE-PRICE

WAGE CONTROLS,
Continued from page 1

"'controlling prices". Carter's proposed guidelines
on this are just as much a fraud as were Nixon's
price freeze and controls. Prices "would be expected"
to rise 1 to 1.5 per cent less than the previous year's
rise on a company by company basis, (or approxi-
mately 6 per cent according to another proposed
scheme). But even if some companies were to hold
down their price increases temporarily, this would
only be for the purpose of trying to use public opinion
to force the workers to accept wage-cuts. Then,
once three-year contracts were signed, the capital-
ists would raise their prices out of sight. This is the
trick Nixon pulled in 1973 when compulsory controls
were lifted, prices soared at a 6 to 11 per cent rate
while the workers were stuck with yearly 5.5 per
cent government-dictated raises for 3 years!

In the 'case of the price guidelines, Carter's ad-
visors have been more specific about the "limited
sanctions' the government could use against violating
companies. These include, withholding or deferring
the issuing of government contracts; admitting for-
eign goods to cause price competition; and pressure
from federal regulatory agencies to strictly apply
air, water and noise pollution standards and health
and safety regulations, ete. (Incidently, this is a
back-handed way of admitting that the government in-
tends to enforce these regulations only by way of iso-
lated exceptions.) All of this is a lot of propaganda.
The capitalists do not penalize themselves, unless
tactically it is to the administration's advantage to
create a big hullabaloo, slapping one or two corpor-
ate offenders on the wrist in order to create the illu-
sion that wage-slaves and bourgeois slavemasters- are
both being forced to sacrifice, so as to pressure the
workers into accepting wage cuts.

The fifth point is that the "guidelines with sanctions"
plan will be the main aspect of Carter's new 'phase
two'' anti-inflation program, but other aspects are
also being considered. These include: tax breaks
for the capitalists for capital investments; delaying
Social Security tax increases and cutting benefit pay-
ments for certain categories of recipients; delaying
indefinitely the scheduled January 1979 15% increase
of the minimum wage, etc. It does not require too
much insight to see who would benefit from all of
these falsely-termed '"anti-inflation' measures.

To compel the workers to accept the new "phase
two'' wage controls program, the capitalist exploiters
are counting on the alliance of the Democratic Party
headed by Carter with the bourgeois labor bureau~
crats like George Meany of the AFL~-CITO and Douglas

Fraser of the UAW. These agents of the capitalists
within the workers' movement have already agreed to
reduce wage demands, as long as the capitalists make
a show of restraining prices.

On September 17th, George Meany spoke at the
same convention. He stated: '"Inthe past, workers
have been called upon to sacrifice to fight inflation,
and they have. But the corporations and the bankers
never did their share and there's no evidence they are
ready to do so now'". This is the same bankrupt "e-
quality of sacrifice'" viewpoint as the Carter adminis~
tration, but with a slightly militant twist. Meany is
agreeing to wage cuts, as long as Carter pretends to
limit prices as well.

This set the stage for Carter to declare at the con-
vention three days later that his plan "will be tough"
and "will require sacrifices from all', On September
19, Carter's Secretary of Labor Ray Marshall stated
at the convention: "There is no way to enunciate an
effective program that does not require all sections

- of the economy to make sacrifices".

The capitalist spokesmen are shouting for '!equahty
of sacrifice" so as to pretend to be impartial and to
blame government, business and labor equally as the
causes of inflation. Thus all are to sacrifice to end
it. But what in practice is the sacrifice asked of
each? Government is to clean up its backyard by —-
cutting government employees' wages. Business is to
make a show of restraining price increases, and of
limiting the salaries of millionaire executives a little
—-and by cutting the workers' wages. And of course
labor is to voluntarily accept -—a cut in wages. This
is the "anti-inflation" program that the labor lieuten-
ants of the bourgeoisie are approving: suppression of
the working class movement and further impoverish-
ment of the workers for the sake of increasing the
capitalists' profits.

The monopoly capitalist class is the most corrupt,
lying and degenerate class ever known in history. To
feign imparitality they blame everyone and call for
"equality of sacrifice". But constantly, on a daily
basis, the bourgeoisie blames the workers alone for
inflation with the notorious Nixonite theory of the
"wage~price spiral', whereby wage increases sup-
posedly cause price increases. Therefore, the work-
ers' wages should be forcibly decreased and the pro-
letariat reduced-to paupers and outright slaves. First
Nixon and now Carter spout this theory constantly
to justify wage controls.

What is the real cause of galloping inflation ? It is
the drive of the monopoly bourgeoisie to maximize
their profits, which today assumes the form of fren-
ziedly trying to get out of their grave economic ecrisis
by shifting it's burden onto the working class and pre-
paring for war. To maximize their profits the state

machine of the U.S. imperialist ruling class sup-
presses the workers' movement at home and brutally
attacks the people abroad, particularly in Asia, Afri-
ca and Latin America, to defend its investments and
massive profits. It builds up a huge war machine to
contend with its imperialist rivals, headed by the
Soviet Union. The state consumes a tremendous
amouni of money to do so. Similarly it finances a
bloated bureaucracy as well ag subsidizing the large
monopolies with billion dollar handouts, and in gener-
al redistributes the national income in favor of the

big bourgeoisie, yielding tremendous profits. To do
all of this, the government runs up huge budget de-
ficits. To pay for these deficits (and subsequent pro-
fits), the bourgeoisie inflates the currency. It cre-
-ates more and more paper currency (or its equivalent)
which exceeds the growth of production and circula-
tion of commedities, resulting in inflation (or depre-~
ciation) of the currency. Depreciation of the currency

+is also caused by the monopoly finance capitalists'

wild speculation in stocks and bonds, it too yielding
huge profits independent of production. With the cur-
rency inflated, the monopolies jack up their prices
and the cost-of-living, thus cuiting the workers' real
wages. The "wage-price spiral" theory is an attempt
of the monopoly capitalists to blame the working class
for its own crimes.

The labor hacks will also give this theory, but to
cover themselves, they prefer to spout a slight varia-
tion. This is the "price~-wage spiral’ theory. Ac-
cording to this fraud, prices rise first (for some un~
known reason), then the workers struggle to raise
their real wages to catch up, which further causes a
rise in prices, an upward spiral, Labor Secretary
Marshal stated on September 18 to the Steelworkers:
"Unions have not caused our current inflation" but
collective bargaining negotiations sometimes transmit
inflationary pressures already in the economy. With
this pseudo-theory, the bourgeoisie cunningly calls on
workers to accept wage-cuts all the same, supposedly
to avoid transmitting inflationary pressures in the
economy and causing prices to rise.

Monopoly capital seeks maximum profits. Inflation
of the currency through the monopoly financiers' wild
speculation and through financing their budget deficits
are inherent features of monopoly capitalism in all-
round crisis and decay. The proletariat can end in-
flation, and every other major social problem, only
through smashing the capitalist state, overthrowing
the bourgeoisie and establishing a planned socialist
economy administered by the state of the dictatorship
of the proletariat.

To limit their exploitation by the capitalists and to
advance the working class movenient toward the anti-
faseist proletarian socialist revolution, the working

class must wage a vigorous resistance sfruggle to
Carter's wage-cutting "voluntary wage-price controls
with limited sanctions'.

Carter's "voluntary' wage controls program is in
big trouble. Several sections of the working class
have defied the dictates of the rich eapitalists and
waged determined struggles to limit the decrease in
their real wages, including the coal miners, the pos-—
tal workers, the pulp and paper workers, and most
recently the 'school teachers. This is why Carter is
preparing to impose outright compulsory wage con-
trols like those instituted by Nixon in 1971. Com-
pulsory wage controls are a fascist attack on the pro-
letariat. The state comes out into the open as the
capitalists' tool, bans strikes directly or indirectly,
and dictates a single standard wage-cut.

On September 19, the National Chairman of the
Democratic Party,John C. White came out in favor of
mandatory wage controls. On September 18, an of-
ficial of the Manufacturers Hanover Trust Co. stated
that "The administration is apparently edging closer
to formal wage-price controls". The September 18
Washington Post quoted an unidentified White House
official who, referring to "phase two", said that it
will "require a lot of cunning to make clear that these
standards are not simply the back door to mandatory
controls''.

Behind the banner of a '"phase two'' of wage controls,
the Carter administration is getting ready for a re-
newed offensive against the working class. On March
31, 1979 contracts covering 450,000 teamster truck-
ing company workers expire, and the capitalist view
these negotiations as a big test of Carter's program.
Barry Bosworth, chairman of Carter's Council on
Wage~-Price Stability stated in August that ""the eco-
nomic implications of your settlement will extend far
beyond your own .industry' and it is "naive to expect
the government to avoid involvement in such crucial
talks!''.

Thus the battle lines are clear: on one side the
monopoly capitalists, their state machine and their
labor lieutenants -- and on the other side facing them:
the large and powerful American proletariat. Work-
ers: the only choice is to resist this fascist offensive
through developing active mass struggle. Workers:
reject all of the lies of the capitalists and labor hacks
such as "equality of sacrifice' and "wage-price spi~

. ral" and unite to smash the wage-cutting "voluntary"

controls and to defend your basic interests. End.




On August 31, 1978, President Carter announced
his decision to restrict the Oetober 1st annual salary
increase of 1.5 million federal government workers
to 5.5%. Considering the fact that prices are rising at'
an annual rate of nearly 11%, this decision will result
in a big wage cut of over 5% for these workers,
greatly intensifying their impoverishment.

Carter's attack on the federal government workers
is part of the monopoly capitalist's general offensive
against the entire proletariat, which he tries to dis-
guise as a "fight against inflation". A big part of this
offensive against the proletariat is Carter's cam~
paign of "voluntary' wage-price controls which is
leading toward mandatory controls. These wage con-
trols are used to cut the workers' real wages and to
increase the profits and wealth of the capitalists. By
enforcing a wage cut of over 5% en the government
workers Carter is trying to set a precedent so as to
jam similar wage cuts down the throats of all work-
ers, particularly the teamsters, auto workers, and
rubber workers whose contracts will be renegotiated
in 1979.

In announcing this outrage, Carter stated that the
government must set an example in the war against
inflation. Previously, the monopoly capitalists had
attempted to make the coal miners "set an example'
for the workers to follow, of passively accepting a
cut in their real wages. But this was not to be, as
the coal miners fought the coal barons and govern-
ment to a stalemate in a determined 3-1/2 month
strike. As a result, the miners achieved a 32% wage
increase over 3 years, which will not keep up with
inflation, but nevertheless is much higher than the
bourgeoisie wanted to relinquish. Carter next tried
to "set an example' of bludgeoning the postal workers
into submission, but this also has not succeeded.

The "fight against inflation" waged by the rich and
their government is nothing but a fight against the
working class. The rise in prices is not caused by
increases in workers' wages. Sky—rocketing prices
are caused by inflation of the currency which results
from the enormous federal government budget def-
icits and the massive speculation in stocks and bonds
of the finance capitalists. By increasing the money
supply to finance the budget deficit and through spec-
ulation of various types, the finance capitalists reap
enormous profits. These profits accrue simply from
inereasing the money supply over and above any in-
crease in the production of goods.

Carter had been threatening since last April to em~-
ploy this attack on the 1.5 million government work-
ers. Besides the 1.5 million office workers, those
to be affected include 2.1 million military personnel.
The 5% plus pay reduction for military personnel
demonstrates the warmongering ambitions of the
U.S. monopoly capitalist class, who wish to use the
hundreds of millions of dollars thus saved from the
payroll of the Pentagon budget, to produce more wea-
pons and intensify their preparations for war. Both
U.S. imperialism and Soviet social-imperialism are
squandering billions of dollars for armaments as
their rivalry for world domination intensifies in the
Tnidst of the world economic crisis. This crisis is a

revolutionary crisis, and these preparations for war
are a frantic attempt of the world imperialist system
to save itself from destruction at the hands of the
world socialist revolution.

In forcing the 5% plus wage cut on the government
workers, Carter is even running roughshod over
bourgeois law (the Federal Pay Comparability Act of
1970), which states that government workers' sala-
ries should be comparable to that of workers in pri-
vate industry. A government panel established to
administer this law recommended an 8.4% increase.
Carter arbitrarily kicked this aside (which would also
have been a wage cut in relation to inflation) in order
to press his attack, demonstrating the brazen arro-
gance of the bourgeoisie as well as their desperation
to attack the workers and increase their profits in the
midst of the prolonged economic crisis.

During the presidential election campaign, Carter
had pledged that controls on federal workers' pay
would occur only as part of a broad program limiting
salaries in the private sector as well. And in truth,
this pay cut can be correctly understood only as a
prelude to mandatory wage controls to be imposed on
all workers, a major part of the monopoly hourgeoi-
sie's fascist offensive against the American prole-
tariat.

The 5% plus pay cut.is only one of a series of at-
tacks on public sector workers. In addition, Carter
is alsc attacking the federal government workers
through the Civil Service '"Reform' Act. The workers
for the Depariment of '"Defense'" are being accused of
being "overpaid' in preparation for attacks on them.
And Carter is attempting to deny workers on federal
contract jobs wage-parity to comparable non-federal
jobs.

CIVIL SERVICE "REFORM" ACT: WITH FRIENDS
LIKE CARTER, DO GOVERNMENT WORKERS NEED
ENEMIES ? ¥.

The Civil Service '"Reform' Act (CS''R"A) was
passed in the House of Representatives'on September
13, 1978. A similar bill passed the Senate in August.
The bourgeois media is billing this event as a triumph
for President Carter. This may be so, but more
accurately, the '""Reform' Act is another attack on
federal government workers, one more example of
the monopoly capitalist's fascist offensive against the
working class.

There are three main provisions in the so-called
reform act. First, supervisors will be given in- :
creased authority to hire and fire workers and to
grant them job transfers, advancement and pay in-
creases based on "performance" rather than seniority,
which has been the practice in the past. Thus, em-
ployees will now be forced to work much harder un-
der the threat of being fired for the mosi trivial of
reasons. Secondly, managers will be given similar

increased authority over supervisors, as supervisors
are to receive over the workers. So now, supervi-
sory personnel can be attacked more easily for not
properly wielding the whip against the workers subor-
dinate to them. This is the "performance' by which
the supervisors will be judged. In other words, these
two provisions of the CS'"R'""A are measures to speed
up the intensity of work, and thus to increase the ex~
ploitation of the federal government workers.

The third major provision of the CS'"R"A creates a
Federal Labor Relations Authority (FLRA) which
will have similar functions as that of the National La-
bor Relations Board (NLRB) in "collective bargain-
ing" involving non-federal government workers. The
FLRA is a bureaucracy designed to divert the just
grievances and struggles of the government workers
into innumerable "inquiries' and '"commissions", -
leave the masses of workers no role to play in resol=-
ving their problems, and suffocate and liquidate these
struggles in mountains of red tape. (It will also pro-
vide soft jobs for a few burned-out union hacks.) The
attempt to pass this act into law and create the FLRA
shows that the bourgeoisie is worried about the grow-
ing revolt of the federal government workers (such
as the postal workers). Strikes by federal govern-
ment workers have been and remain outlawed. Never-
theless, the postal workers have violated this dictate
of the capitalists on several occasions. Workers
across the U.S. have time and again demonstrated
their contempt for such laws and court injunctions.
Federal government workers too are being forced
to bear the burden of the prolonged economic crisis
and are also preparing to contemptuously violate the
laws of the rich in order to resist the increased ex—
ploitation forced upon them by their monopoly capital-
ist employers. :

Fear of government workers taking strike action in
violation of the law was one reason the CS'"R"A
recently passed the House. This act contains a pro-
vision defining a labor organization which states that
it ""does not include -- (D) an organization which
participates in the eonduct of a strike against the
Government of the United States or any agency thereof
or imposes a duty or obligativn to conduct, assist, or
participate in such a strike'. What this means is that
should a union break the law and strike against the
government, it would no longer be recognized by the
governmecnt as a bargaining agent and the workers
would essentially have no legal union representation.

Another provision defines as an unfair labor prac-
tice: '"to call, or participate in, a strike, work
stoppage, or siowdown, or picketing of an agency in a
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The Carter Administration Savagely Attacks the Federal Employees
in Preparation for Mandatory Wage Controls on All Workers

labor-management dispute if such picketing interferes
with an agency's operations'. These anti-worker
provisions buttress the legal basis for preventing
strikes by federal government employees. No wonder
then that the scabs of the AFL-CIO expressed glee
over the dct's passage. David L. Perlman stated in
the September 9 issue of AFL-CIO NEWS that the act
will "strengthen collective bargaining rights of federal
workers and their unions". What a farce. These
unions do not even possess the ''collective bargaining
rights" to negotiate wages, which are dictated by the
president and Congress. In addition, the bourgeois
state is not "'reasonable' and the limited ''collective
bargaining rights'' that do exist are virtually useless
without the workers possessing the strike weapon to
compel the state to meet the workers' just demands.

The act does "'strengthen" sanctions against strikes
and increases the number of soft, high-paying jobs
for union hacks, and it is here where one will discover
the reasons for the AFL-CIO's joy.

WORKERS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF "DEFENSE"
ARE "OVERPAID" ACCORDING TO BOURGEOIS
"THINK-TANK"

In order to carry out various attacks on federal
government workers, the monopoly capitalists must
first create public opinion to justify doing so. An
effort in this direction was the release in early Sep-
tember of a Brookings Institution report. The Brook-
ings Institution is a non-governmental agency staffed
by ex-high ranking government officials, including
various war criminals of the Johnson, Nixon and
Ford administrations. The report of this "think-
tank" called for saving $900 million by reducing the
"steady enrichment' and ending the "overpayment' of
clerical and manual-labor workers of the Department
of "Defense'. It stated that they are '"being compen-
sated at unjustifiably high levels". The U.S. monopo-
ly capitalist class thinks nothing of spending billions
of dollars for such fascist weapons of mass genocide
such as the neutron bomb and cruise missile, but are
oh-so-concerned about ""waste'' when it comes to re-
ducing the wages and salaries of their slaves. The
Brookings Institution report is one battle cry amid
many at this time calling for stepped-up attacks on
all federal government workers.

CARTER FOLLOWING NIXON'S PATH

Carter's White House agency, the Office of Federal
Procurement Policy (OFPP) created in 1974, is

claiming that it has the authority to administer the
Service Contract Act. This act guarantees workers
on federal service contract jobs the same wages as
workers doing comparable work on private sector jobs
in the same area. The OFPP claims it has the author-
ity to determine under what circumstances the act
applies, and is now actively attempting to cut the
wages of numerous airplane engine mechanies.

The Labor Department has administered the act in
the past, according to the stipulations in the law.

For the Carter regime to stage this "fight' between
the White House agency .and the Labor Department
over who administers the act is a ploy to introduce
wage~cutting in federal service contracts and also in
federal construction projects which are covered by a
similar law, the Davis-Bacon Act.

The monopoly capitalist class headed by Nixon arbi-
trarily suspended the Davis~Bacon Act in 1971 prior
to imposing the wage freeze. Carter's current propa-
ganda stunt around the Service Contract Act shows
that his administration is following Nixon's path "
toward compulsory wage-price controls, even when
it comes to various particular tactics.

All of the attacks on the wages and working condi-
tions of the federal government employees, vicious
measures to deprive the workers of their livelihood,
are carried out by the rich capitalists under the ban-
ner of "reducing wasteful government'. This is also.
true of the "tax revolt" fraud of the monopoly capital-
ist's Proposition 13 campaign in California. There
is definitely an issue of wasteful government. This
is the billions of dollars, the labor and natural wealth
of the American people, squandered by the capitalist
dictators on military weapons of mass destruction
to be used against the people of the world and against
the imperialist rivals of the American billionaires;
the huge and innumerable subsidies handed over out-
right to monopoly corporations; the massive tax dol-
lars given to thousands of wealthy, overstuffed top
officials in the bloated government bureaucracy. The
monopoly capitalists have no intention of dealing with
the actual "wasteful government'. What Carter and
his gang of cutthroats are attacking is the millions
upon millions of wage-slaves for the government of
the rich. Today, the intensified attacks on the govern-
ment workers are but a prelude to Carter launching
his major fascist offensive against the entire work-
ing class -~ mandatory wage-price controls.

End.

, Fraudulent CETA “Jobs” Programs:
Hand-QOuts to the Rich and Impoverishment of the Workers :

On August 26th, the Senate passed a bill to extend
the Comprehensive Employment and Training Act
(CETA) for four more years. The bill was amended
to include, among other things, $400 million for fed-
eral subsidies to private employers to pay the wages
of workers receiving '"on-the ~job-training'. This
amendment, described as a "major new initiative"
sought by the Carter administration and the "friends
of labor" Democrats, is a big exposure of the fraud-
ulent "jobs' programs of the bourgeoisie.

This "major new initiative'' has nothing to do with
solving unemployment and has everything to do with
handing over more millions of dollars to tax money
to the rich capitalists, attacking the unemployed and
further impoverishing the workers. Under this pro-
gram, private capitalist employers will receive di-
rect handouts of $400 million for setting up "on-the-
job-training'. That is, the government will pay the
wages of the capitalists' wage-slaves and the capital-
ists in turn will provide the workers with ""on-the-
job-training", in other words, will exploit them to
the hilt. Such '"training'' programs are notorious
frauds, whereby the new hires are worked into the
ground as they are '"trained", often in such jobs as
pushing a broom, mopping floors, etc.

Far from providing a single job, this program of
the Carterite "friends of labor' will only mean the
replacement of employed workers who receive wages
from their employer with '""hard core unemployed"
workers, whose wages will be subsidized by the go-
vernment. In pursuit of maximum profits, the capi-
talist money-bags have cruelly thrown millions of
workers into the street, no longer needing their ser-
vices. Massive unemployment is a result of a sur-
plus of labor-power, not any lack of handouts to the
millionaire employers. Thus, for the government to
subsidize the workers' wages is simply to subsidize
the capifalists' profits. Like Carter's slave-labor

welfare "reform'' bill and other "job creating
schemes, this program is aimed at partially relieving
the capitalist employers of even the burden of paying
their wage-slaves sufficient wages to live, shifting
part of this burden back onto the workers themselves
who pay the taxes which go towards the wage sub-
sidies.

The recent Senate action amended the slave-labor
CETA bill on other fronts as well. CETA is a large-
scale public service jobs program which presently
runs on an $11 billion annual budget. Under CETA,
in the name of "jobs' and 'training', unemployed
workers arve hired at starvation wages (the Senate bill
set the average annual CETA wage at $7, 800, barely
over the minimum wage) and put to work in various
public service jobs. Under CETA, there are exam-
ples of unionized sanitation workers earning $8-9 an
hour simply being replaced with CETA 'trainees'
earning $3-4 an hour. In this way, the unemployed
are utilized as a slave-labor force to undercut the
wages and conditions of the employed workers.

The amended CETA bill will cut the average CETA
wages still further. As well it severely tightens
eligibility requirements, limiting the program to the
unemployed in the most dire poverty and destitution,
and the longest out of work; in other words, those
least able to resist the government's slave-labor
schemes.

An important feature of the Senate bill is the estab-
lishment of '"Private Industry Councils' which will
administer the $400 million funding for the '"on-the-
job=training'' programs in the private sector. This
measure is a big exposure of the treacherous role of
the leaders of the capitalist trade unions, the faithful
allies of the Carterite "friends of labor". The chief-
tains of the AFL-CIO lobbied for passage of this bill
with glowing praise of CETA, stating that CETA is
the only program providing "training, upgrading and

job opportunities for the nation's more than six mil-
lion unemployed'. These "Private Industry Councils"
would be set up by the local CETA apparatus and be
composed of, in the words of the bill itself, '"repre-
sentatives from industry and the business community
(including small businesses) and organized labor"'.
The role of the councils would be to procure pledges
from private businesses to hire "economically dis-
advantaged', that is, unemployed workers. The es-
tablishment of ""Private Industry Counciis'' will cer-
tainly provide extensive "training, upgrading and job
opportunities' for all the class fraitors of "organized
labor'" who will sit on these councils and procure
slave labor for the capitalists. What the labor trai-
tors are really interested in is not solving unemploy-
ment but getting nice fat positions in the state ma-

. chinery administering funds in programs which are

part of the government suppression of the masses.
First the labor traitors organize to beg the monopoly
capitalists' government for a few crumbs, spending
millions of the workers' dollars lobbying for slave-
labor "jobs'’ programs, then they are rewarded by
the government with gainful employment as pimps
and procurers to further aid the capitalists in their
exploitation of the working class and in their sup-
pression of the workers' movement.

The bourgeoisie and its government has no solution
to the problem of unemployment. The CETA exten-
sion and amendment is an attack on the entire work-
ing class by the "friends of labor" who in the name of
solving unemployment are planning to pay handsome
subsidies to the capitalists, attack the unemployed,
increase the exploitation of the employed workers
and further integrate the reactionary trade union ap-
paratus into the capitalist state machine to more
readily suppress the rising workers' movement. v

End.

IRISH WORKERS OPPOSE NATIONAL WAGE AGREEMENT

(’I"he following article, under the title ""Reject ALl

Attempts to Bring About Another National Wage Agree-

ment!", appeared in the Red Patriot, newspaper of the
Communist Party of Ireland (Marxist-Leninist), Sep-
tember 10, 1978.)

The Irish Congress of Trade Unions plans to hold a
Special Delegate Conference on November 14th to con-
sider whether to enter negotiations for another Na-
tional Wage Agreement next year.
ments, since they were first introduced in 1970, have
been used by the big bourgeoisie in collaboration with
the reactionary trade union leaders, to hold down the
real wages of the working cirss and to enforce all
sorts of conditions preventing the workers from fight-
ing back against the exploitation and oppression of
monopoly capital. Eight years of these '"Agreements"
have been enough to show that the rank-and-file have
gained nothing and must reject any attempts to im-
pose another National Wage Agreement.

These Wage Agree-

The events of the last two years have shown why
the reactionary bourgeoisie in the south have been
making every effort to force National Wage Agree-
ments onto the workers. In this period the foreign
and native money bags have lined their pockets with
more and more of the wealth produced by Irish labor.
They have done so because of all-sided attacks on the
workers' living standards and the National Wage
Agreements have been in the forefront of these. For
the majority of workers, those who earned an average
industrial wage of 25 pounds or more in 1970, there
has been a cut in their real incomes under the suc-
cessive National Wage Agreements as is-shown in the
table below.

This table also shows that the lowest paid workers
did benefit to a small degree under the terms of the
Agreements, but this is no compensation for the fact
that it is precisely these lowest paid workers who
have felt the brunt of redundancies and layoffs during
the last few years. Since 1970, the number of unem-

ployed workers has increased by almost 80%. Con-
sequently, for the working class as a whole the suc-
cessive Wage Agreements side by side with inflation
‘and increasing unemployment has resulted in a gener-
al lowering of living standards. The capitalists have
also used the anti-strike measures in the Agreements
to lengthen the working day in Ireland. Over the last
few years Irish workers have had the longest working
week in the E.E.C. and the capitalists have also used
the Agreements to enforce higher and higher produc-

tivity from labor.
Continued on page 5; see IRISH WORKERS
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The “Tax Revolt” of the Capitalists Is To Tax the Poor;
The “Tax Revolt” of the Proletariat Will Be To Expropriate the Rich

The "tax revolt" movement has been heralded by the
bourgeois politicians and the sold-out scribblers of the
news media as a ""grassroots' movement of the "mid-
dle class' or even the "working class' against the
"bureaucrats', "politicians' and '"big business'. But
this movement is really part of the capitalist program
to shift the burden of the economic crisis onto the
backs of the working class and toiling masses; it is a
movement organized by these very same bureaucrats,
politicians and big businessmen. The "tax revolt"
movement makes big play with the discontent of the
masses against the exorbitant and ever-increasing
tax burden, but this is just political deception, empty
words, the usual cynical double-talk of the politicians
who always scream about high taxes precisely in order
to hike these taxes to the skies. The "tax revolt"
movement always talks of 'taxpayers' and "homeown-
ers" in order to hide the cleavage of society into rich
and poor, rich "taxpayers' (at least if they have in-
competent accountants and tax lawyers) and poor tax-
payers, capitalists and workers, millionaire owners
of mansions ('homeowners'") and working homeowners
and renters. The '"tax revolt' movement hides the
question: who will pay, the rich or the poor ? In this
way, it is no accident that the''tax revolt'" movement
always ends up -- as the example of California shows
-- increasing the tax burden and the cost of living for
the overwhelming majority of workers and giving big
"tax relief' to the rich and especially to the big

- monopoly corporations.

The capitalist "tax revolt! program is being devel-
oped around the country in the form of already imple-
mented or proposed '"tax-limits' or government
"spending limits". These schemes are designed to
increase the tax burden on the toiling masses and re-
distribute the tax revenues in a manner best suited to

'the needs and profits of the monopoly capitalist class.

These schemes are especially designed to attack the
public sector workers, who constitute one of every
six workers today, and to speed them up and lower
their wages as part of the present capitalist program
of wage-cutting. In order to cover up these eriminal
attacks on the working class, the capitalists try to
portray their plans as "the will of the people' by float-
ing them through so-called '"tax revolt' organizations
and fraudulent ballot initiative campaigns such as Prop-
osition 13 in California. In this way, the capitalist
government '"authorities" try to present themselves as
mere ''servants of the people', helpless do-gooders
forced by the allegedly reactionary masses to ensure
the profits of the capitalists and launch attacks on the
people.

The basic program of the '"tax revolt" movement is
three-fold:

a) to .increase the taxes on the poor. and the workers;

b) to attack the public sector workers;

c) to redistribute the tax revenues in the interests of
the highest profits of the capitalists.

WHILE BLABBERING ABOUT "REDUCED TAXES",
THE "TAX REVOLT' MOVEMENT AIMS TO
INCREASE THE TAXES ON THE WORKING MASSES

The main way in which the monopoly capitalists and
their government have tried to promote the "tax
revolt'" is by promising that it will provide tax relief
for the masses of people. But in fact the "tax revolt"
plans are engineered to raise the tax burden on the
working class and toiling masses, and reduce the
burden on the monopoly capitalists. The most common
method of accomplishing this is by reducing property
taxes and then raising income taxes and other taxes
that must be shouldered by the working masses. The
reduction in property taxes results in a huge reduc=--
tion in the taxes paid by the monopoly capitalist
enterprises, and a relatively small reduction in the
taxes of individual homeowners. Then the state in-
come taxes are raised to compensate for the loss of
revenue from property taxes, shifting the burden of
taxation increasingly onto the people. For the over-
whelming majority of the workers, the net result is
an increase in taxes, and it should also be noted that
owners of mansions and expensive homes receive of
course much bigger relief in absolute terms than
owners of small homes, while apartment house owners
and landlords are also a main beneficiary of the prop-
erty tax reduction. (In California, the apartment
house owners, encouraged by their tax windfall from
the passage of Proposition 13, proceeded to raise
rents to their tenants.) The shift from property
taxes to income taxes is accomplished in different
states by using "surplus'" state income.and sales
taxes for property tax relief or for "rainy day'' funds
that are at the disposal of the monopoly capitalists
when needed. One way this is done is by "bailout"
programs, such as in'California, where roughly $5
million "surplus' extorted from sales and income
‘taxes on the masses by previous extravagant tax hikes
by the state government went to finance the local
governments who lost property tax revenue. It is also
done through simple increases in the rate of income
tax while cutting property taxes. Besides these
manipulations, the working masses are also hit with
increases in federal income taxes due to the loss of
the property tax deductions, as well as numerous
other levies and fees -- restricted only by the imagi-
nation of the bureaucrats. Thus the city government of
of Oakland, California, recently enacted a city tax on
wages to compensate for the loss of revenue due to the
loss of property tax revenues. As well, there is the
.indirect but very real tax of paying for various social
services that used to be supplied by the government.
The "tax revolt" prograni of the monopoly capitalist
class, when all is said and done, is meant to force the
working masses to pay an increasing share of the
maintenance of the state machine of the capitalist
exploiters.

The capitalist '""tax revolt" movement completely
obscures the real cause of high taxes in order to be

able to hike the taxes on the poor. The present extor-
tionate and ever-increasing taxes on the masses
spring from the very nature and development of
American capitalism. U.S. capitalism long ago
became not just monopoly capitalism, but state monop-
oly capitalism. Retween 1/4 and 1/3 of the gross
national product is state expenditures. Under state
monopoly capitalism, the oppression by the state
machine grows to a monstrous extreme, and the
entire economic life of the monopolies is closely
bound with and interconnected with the state machine.
For this reason, high taxes are inevitable under
capitalism, to pay for the bloated government. The
only question is: who will pay ? Will the working
people and the poor, led by the revolutionary prolefar—
iat, force the rich to bear the burden, or will the
banks and the billionaires force the poor to pay ? The
only way to fight high taxes is to make the rich bear
the burden of their crisis and their government as
part of a movement leading to the overthrow of cap-
italism itself and the establishment of socialism. But
this is not what the capitalist '"tax revolt' movement
is. The capitalist ""tax revolt" pretends that the poor
and downtrodden are in the driver's seat of modern
society and blames the alleged "welfare cheats", the
immigrants, and especially the oppressed nationali-
ties for high taxes. The capitalist '"tax revolt" is
after tax relief only for the rich. The "tax revolt' of
the rich is to make the poor bear more and more of
the burden of the taxes -- the "tax revolt" of the prol-
etariat will be to expropriate the rich on the road to
socialist society. It is only the proletarian revolution
which can abolish the over-grown, oppressive system
of a huge standing army, police and arrogant bureauc-
racy, and replace them by the armed people them=
selves. It is the socialist revelution which not only
abolishes exploitation but also the bloated government
apparatus and thus eliminates the oppressive burden
of paying for a huge apparatus of parasites, bureau-
crats and uniformed terrorists.

THE CAPITALIST "TAX REVOLT" IS DESIGNED TO
ATTACK THE PUBLIC SECTOR WORKERS

The "tax revolt" is part and parcel of the series of
attacks launched by the capitalist government against
the public sector workers. For several years, reach-
ing a highpoint in 1976 and continuing to the present,
many city and state governments went through a "
"fiscal crisis' brought about when the taxes extorted
from the increasingly impoverished masses could no
longer pay for the growing debt-service payments to
the banks, the rapidly increasing armed police forces
of suppression and the rapidly escalating tax breaks
and subsidies to the corporations. At that time a
large part of the "solution" of the capitalists was to
brutally attack the public sector workers through
reductions in the workforce and enforcing wage-cuts
(as well as increasing the tax burden on the masses).

The attacks on the public sector workers are also
part of the general capitalist attempt to cut the real
wages of all workers during the crisis, so as to main-
tain profits and have the masses bear the burden of
the crisis. At the federal level, the Carter admin-
istration has instituted its "voluntary' wage-price
controls and has implemented a mandatory 5.5%
limit for pay increases (thus at least a 5% cut in real
wages) of all federal workers as part of these wage-
price controls. In addition, Carter's new Civil Ser-
vice Reform Rill enables the government to more
easily fire its employees and sets up a huge new bur-
eaucracy -- run jointly with the labor traitors -~ to
suppress the resistance of the federal workers. The
"tax revolt! scheme is also designed to attack the
public sector workers, as has been amply demonstrat-
ed in the case of California, which the bourgeoisie
hasused as a national center for the promotion of the
"tax revolt'" movement. Faithfully implementing the
capitalist '"tax revolt", Governor Rrown has ordered
a hiring freeze for state employees and has frozen
salaries by eliminating an $80 million pay increase
from fhe state budget. State officials predict that.a
bare minimum of 75,000 local government employees
will lose their jobs even after the so-called ''bailout"
programs of the state government. It is clear that
the capitalist "tax revolt" movement does not have as
its target the hated government officials, as the
bourgeoisie claims, but rather the increasingly ex-
ploited wage-slaves employed by the government.

REDISTRIBUTION OF THE TAX REVENUES IN THE
INTERESTS OF THE CAPITALISTS '

Another feature of the capitalist "tax revolt'" is the
redistribution of the expenditures of the government
budgets. The capitalists ensure that this redistribu-
tion does not affect the continual growth of the terror-
ist police forces in the slightest: in California, Gov-
ernor Brown's '"bailout' bill has clauses in it that
guarantee that the police departments should not
reduce their level of "services". As well, the Calif-
ornia legislature has also created special assessment
districts to ensure that the debt-service payments to
the finance capitalists who hold government bonds will
be unscathed by budget cuts. At the same time, in
such fields as education, health and welfare, various

""'eutbacks' are being implemented that reduce the

amount of money that is spent on the wages of the
public sector workers, that reduce the minimal ser-
vices given to the masses, and ensure that a higher
and higher proportion of the state budget will be
available for the direct use of finance capital and the
maintenance of the bloated upper levels of the bureauc~
racy. The capitalist "tax revolt' thus demands that
the working people pay more and more for the police
forces and instruments of capitalist terrorist rule,
that the poor pay increasing tribute to the financial
parasites who reap fabulous profits from the govern-
ment investments, but that the masses get along with-
out such "extravagances" as hospitals, public schools

and paltry welfare payments.

MORE ON THE POLITICAL DECEPTION OF THE
CAPITALIST "TAX REVOLT"

Accompanying the ''tax revolt" is a mountain of .
propaganda by the bourgeoisie that the "tax revolt"
represents a mandate from the "people' to the 'gov-
ernment'. Through this lie, the monopoly capitalists
and their government attempt to cover up the fact that
the ''tax revolt" is implementing the program of the
capitalists and to cover up the fact that the "people"
are divided into a handful of millionaires and exploit-
ers and a huge mass of exploited and oppressed people.
In California, which is the bourgeoisie's model "tax
revolt", the big capitalists and the government tried
to swear innocence of the 'tax revolt'" movement by
floating a reactionary demagog and fast-buck artist
with a shady background named Howard Jarvis as the
leader of a "'grassroots' movement of the "people'
known as the "tax revolt'". Jarvis authorized the ballot
initiative, Proposition 13, and began a demagogic ti-
rade against ""government bureaucrats'". The bourg-
eois media prtrayed Jarvis as being against the
"'establishment' of '"big business' and ''the govern-
ment'". The chief of the California state governmeant,
Governor Brown, '‘denounced' the '"people's" proposal,
Proposition 13, and promoted his own proposal for
"tax reform", Proposition 8, which was openly sup-
ported by the big corporations. However, Jarvis'
Proposition 13 and Governor Brown's Proposition 8
were nearly identical plans that both served the goals
of the capitalist "tax revolt'to shift the burden of the
economic crisis onto the backs of the working masses.
At that point the situation was that there was: 1) a
fake fight between the "people" and the '"government-
business establishment"”, and 2) two proposals that
both served equally well the "tax revolt' scheme of
the rich. The June 6th election fraud was held, and
""the people's'" Proposition 13 defeated the "govern-
ment-business'" Proposition 8. The capitalist govern-
ment of Governor Brown graciously accepted its
"defeat', declared Proposition 13 as the "word of the
people'", and pledged to faithfully implement it. And
thus the government is magically transformed into, to
use Jarvis' words, a '"government of the people'.

POLITICAL DECEPTION OF THE "LIBERALS"

In implementing its plans to make the working
masses bear ever more of the burden of taxes, the
capitalist class not only utilizes the open advocates of
the "tax revolt', but it also utilizes the liberal "oppo-
nents' of the "tax revolt''. These worthies oppose the
"tax revolt'" because they are open apologists for the
overblown bureaucratic capitalist state. They glorify
the state and promote its huge monstrous oppression
as a source of well-being for the people. Just like the
proponents of the "tax revolt", these "opponents' seek
to hide the fact that the "tax revolt" is the program of
the capitalist class, and they try to paint the govern-
ment as the people's savior under atiack from a hand-
ful from the ultra-right fringe. Spokesmen for these
worthy lackeys of the rich, like Mayor Coleman
Young of Detroit, call the "tax revolt" a plot by the
"racist!' "right-wing movements' who are backed up
by '""real estate tycoons' and "business'. Of course,
the "tax revolt' movement is indeed organized by
racists and business interests who rave against the
Afro-Americans, Mexican-Americans, immigrants
and others. But the racism is not that of some chance
individual, but that of the whole capitalist class. And
the "right-wing movement' involved is the motion of
the whole capitalist class. Ry his type of "opposition
to the '"tax revolt'", Mayor Voung and other govern-~
ment bureaucrats are trying to pawn off the govern-
ment as "anti-business' and "anti-racist", while it
is well-known that such liberals as Mayor Voung have
the closest connection with racist '"big business"
themselves, including all the top auto magnates. For
that matter, Mayor Young's own ravings against the
Afro-American youth and his creation of a "'youth
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crime' hysteria in 1976 would well have made the
most rightist forces green with envy.

The fact is that while the "tax revolt' makes false
claims that it wants to cut taxes and '"big government"
in order to do the exact opposite and raise taxes and
increase the oppression by the government, the liber-
als falsely claim that only by expanding the govern-
ment, by developing the public sector as a source of
maximum profits for the capitalists and giving all
sorts of tax breaks to the capitalists for investing in
the particular locality, can the workers and minorities
be served. The "liberals" demand millions of dollars
from the oppressed masses in order to "help" the
people. And when they bankrupt the city and state
governments with their huge police forces, hordes of
government officials, giant debt-service payments to
the banks, etc., the "liberals'", under the guise of
"saving our cities' or of "efficient! government,
launch big attacks on the public sector workers and
levy higher taxes. When all their '"liberal" blustering
is finished, they have accomplished the same task as
the "tax revolt" "right-wingers', that is, shiiting the
burden of the capitalist economic crisis onto the
working class and oppressed masses through higher
taxes and through attacks on the public sector workers.

As the "liberal" government bureaucrats and the
"tax revolt" movement haggle over the details of how
best to attack and deceive the working class and
people, the labor aristocrats, such as Jerry Wurf of

_AFSCME, are actually calling for a "national coalition

of government, labor, and business to reform the tax
system' and provide "tax justice'. Wurf has even
offered us a hint as to how this miracle will be per-
formed. First, 'alleviate the onerous burden of pro-
perty taxes", and second, "develop more extensive'
"income tax systems'. Such is the true nature of the
ndifferences’ among the bourgeois politicians.

There is no such thing as "tax justice' under cap-
italism. Either one class pays or the other. That is
the law of capitalism and it has nothing to do with a
"justice' that is equal for all, government, labor and
business. Excessive taxation is not an accident, or
the result of inefficiency, but inherent in the develop-
ment of capitalism. It is the monopoly capitalists who
developed massive government spending programs in a
futile attempt to stave off the inherent economic crisis
of the capitalist system. It is the monopoly capitalist
class which needs to constantly beef up its huge armed
forces in order to suppress the growing class struggles
both at home and in the vast neo-colonial empire of
U.S. imperialism. It is the capitalists who have
created the vast bureaucracy to serve their interests.
The only way to eliminate the huge government with
its monstrous oppression is through revolution
against the monopoly capitalist system, and the only
way to alleviate the taxes is to make the capitalists
and the rich exploiters bear the burden of the crisis
of their system as part of the revolutionary struggle.
The entire charade of the government providing ''tax
justice" is used to create confusion among the people,
paralyze the struggle against the bourgeoisie, and
promote the fascist scheme of tri-partite bodies of
business, labor and government.

Rut the working class and the oppressed masses are
sorting out their friends and their enemies in the
course of struggle against their class enemies. The
working class, including the public sector workers, is
actively resisting the attacks of the monopoly capital-
ists and their government with staunch strike struggle.
The proletariat regards with contempt both the open
reactionaries and racists in the "tax revolt'" movement
and the concealed reactionaries and racists who are
accomplishing the same purpose as the "tax revolters"
but through direct glorification of the state machine.

It is the experience gained in struggle, that, when
summed up in the light of Marxism-Teninism, is pre-
paring the working class for the socialist revolution
that will solve the problem of high taxes once and for
all by smashing up the parasitic capitalist state mach~
ine, the instrument of the monopoly capitalists for
exploitation and oppression of the working class and
toiling masses. End.

Some Features of the Capitalist "Tax Revolt”
in California and Michigan

In California, the capitalist 'tax revolt' was high-
lighted by the adoption of Proposition 13, also known
as the Jarvis-Gann Initiative. Promoted as a great
victory for tax relief for the people, the Jarvis-Gann
Initiative, and accompanying actions of the California
state legislature, actually constitute a vicious attack
against the working class and people. That the '"tax
revolt'" is merely a plot by the monopoly capitalists
to shift the burden of the economic crisis onto the
working class and people can be seen from the results
of the California "tax revolt". These results include:

ATTACKS ON PUBLIC SECTOR WORKERS

1) Stepped-up attacks on the public sector workers,
for example:

--Governor Brown's hiring freeze for state employ-
ees;

--Governor Brown's pay freeze for some 224,000
state employees (state employees' wages before the
"tax revolt" averaged 10 per cent lower than compar-
able private sector jobs and have increased less than
inflation over the last three years);

--Los Angeles County estimates some 10-20,000 lay-
offs;

~-City of Los Angeles estimates 8,000 layoffs plus
5,000 CETA employee layoffs;

--San Francisco announced hundreds of layoffs and a
pay freeze for city workers;

--Marin County instituted a 30 per cent layoff of coun-
ty workers and a 10 per cent salary cut for many
workers; 3

--California government officials state that even with
the '"bailout' bills to relieve the effects of Proposition
13, some 75,000 local government employees will
lose their jobs.

HIGHER TAXES
2) Increasing the tax burden on the working class and
people and reducing the burden on the rich:

With the implementation of Proposition 13, property
taxes were cut by 57 per cent, or seven billion dol-
lars. Property taxes finance local governments in-
cluding cities, counties and school districts. Of the
$7 billion, some $2. 3 billion went to ""homeowners"
while $4.7 billion went to the monopoly capitalist en-
terprises. The government figures refuse to break
down how much goes to working '"homeowners" and
how much to rich and capitalist "homeowners'. Due
to reduced deductions on federal and state income
taxes, about 900 million of the 2.3 billion to home-
owners and 1.8 billion of the 4.7 billion to the capital-

ists is to be returned to the state and federal govern-

ment by higher income taxes, due to the loss of the
property tax deduction on income tax. In order to re-
place the lost property tax revenue, some five billion
dollars was shifted from the state's "surplus income"
to the local government budgets. The remaining two
billion dollars took the form of budget cuts at the lo-
cal level. None of these cuts effect the '""sacred' in-
terest payments to banks and financiers.

Contihued on page 16; see TAX REVOLT
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teacliers have been arrested and jailed.

Tens of thousands of teachers and other school
employees have recently launched strikes from coast
to coast, affecting over 500,000 students in public
schools and colleges in 17 states. Large strikes
continue in Cleveland and Dayton, Ohio, and Seattle
and Tacoma, Washington, and in smaller school
districts and colleges in Michigan, Pennsylvania,
Massachussetts and Connecticut.

The teachers are fighting for higher pay in the face
of skyrocketing prices which are reducing them to
impoverishment. In many areas, teachers are resist-
ing attempts by the capitalist school board authorities
to increase their workload through longer hours and
increased classroom sizes.

As the monopoly capitalist authorities attempt to
shift the burden of the prolonged economic crisis onto
the teachers, this year's school openings have become
a real battleground. The teachers have been striking

.against the state machine and have faced the school

boards' firings and disciplinary actions, courts and
court orders, scabs, police bullying, arrests and
jailings, not to mention the slanders of the hostile
monopoly capitalist press. And the teachers, far
from being passive and docile slaves, have staunchly
resisted all of these attacks in many areas. While
many schools were formally closed, the school of
class struggle has been open, conducting vigorous and
spirited sessions!

Teachers' strikes are outright illegal in some states,
like in Michigan, where in Warren the teachers defied
the law in a three week strike. In other states the
teachers have been immediately confronted with back-
to-work court orders upon striking, such as in Bridge-
port, Connecticut, Everett, Washington, as well as in
Warren, and the teachers in these and many other
public school districts have defied these court orders.

Restraining orders on pickets have been routinely
thrown at teachers, where in Dayton, Ohio, 34 were
arrested for disregarding the court order. Teachers
have been confronted with numerous police on their
picket lines who have attacked strikers and protected
scabs entering to try to keep classes in session
(Warren, New Orleans, etc.). Large numbers of
Over 260
were arrested in Bridgeport and a large number of
them spent six days locked up in a National Guard

barracks. 16 were arrested in Dayton on September
26 in addition to the 34 arrested previously. Also
arrested were 12 teachers in Everett, 8 in Richmond,

Indiana, 8 union negotiators in Marion, Indiana, where

hundreds were also cited for contempt of court. In
Warren, 36 teachers were fired, until the Michigan
Educational Association threatened a sympathy strike
of all teachers in Detroit and 14 surrounding school
districts, whereupon the school board capitulated,
re-instated the teachers, and met many of their other
demands. The capitalist authorities have been obstin-
antly resisting the minimal salary demands of the
teachers, but have not hesitated to give substitutes
double-pay to scab (New Orleans).

Teachers in over 80 school districts have gone on
strike or been locked out through September of this
year, which is over double the number of teachers'
strikes in a comparable period of 1977. And this

A : : : 3
(left) Striking teachers of Sterling Heights , Michigan confront the police of the capitali
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TEACHERS THROUGHOUT THE U.S. WAGE VIGOROUS STRIKES AGAINST GROWING IMPOVERISHMENT

strike wave is not yet over, as thousands of teachers
in Washington, D.C. empowered their negotiators on
September 26 to call a strike, with no further negotia-
tions scheduled.

Besides the public schools, teachers and professors
in several colleges and universities have also struck
this September, such as in nine city colleges in Chica-
go, Wayne State University in Detroit, Eastern Mich-
igan University, and several other Michigan colleges.

The main fight in the teachers' strikes has been over
pay increases. Inflation has been decreasing the value
of the dollar at an 11% rate for most of this year. The
teachers have been fighting to retard the rate of de-
crease in their real earnings which has resulted from
the skyrocketing rise in prices during this year and
for several years previous.

Capitalist chieftan Carter has been trying to impose
on the workers his wage-cutting "anti-inflation" pro-

&

st state. (right) One

of the 270 striking Bridgeport, Connecticut teachers jailed for defying a judge's back-to- work order.

~ effects of the economic crisis in general.

gram of 5.1 to 5.6% "voluntary' wage increase limits.
The teachers, through their strike struggles have been
breaking through these barriers. In Bridgeport, the
teachers will receive a 6% raise in the first year of
their new contract, and 7.5% in the second. In Warren,
the school board finally agreed to a 17.9% increase
over two years with a minimum COLA raise of 4% and
a maximum of 6%, in the second year. The Bridgeport
teachers' salatry settlement, while higher than Carter's '
dictated figure, will not come close to keeping up with
inflation and the teachers will suffer a further decline
in their purchasing power. And to receive even this
meager amount, they struck for 19 days and suffered
over 260 arrests. The/Warren teachers' settlement
will at best keep their pay increasing at a rate close to
price increases, which is a major victory, but will not
make up for past losses in their real spendable earn-
ings. And to achieve this minimal demand, they waged
an illegal strike to begin with, disobeyed a court back~
to-work order, suffereg 5 arrests and injured two
policemen in defending their picket line, had 36 of
their ranks fired (temporarily), and 67 were threatened
with contempt of court citations. It was not until the
teachers threatened a massive sympathy strike that
they were offered terms agreeable to themselves.

All of this shows the obstinancy of the monopoly
capitalist class, their determination to make the people
pay for the economic crisis. The teachers have had
their standards of living come under more and more
attack as the prolonged economic crisis of 1973-4
continues. The current attacks on the teachers are
part and parcel of the general offensive of the bourg-
eois state against public sector workers, which was
recently manifested in Carter's dictating of a 5.5%
"raise' to federal governimment workers, a big cut in
real earnings. ]

Justice is on the side of the teachers, who have been
resisting this vicious exploitation. The vigorous
strikes of the teachers are part and parcel of the grow-
ing strike movement of the entire working class to
resist Carter's '"voluntary' wage controls and the
The teachers'
spirited and defiant actions have inspired the American

| proletariat and other progressive and revolutionary

people. End.

(The following leaflet was issued by the Cleveland
Branch of the Central Organization of U.S. Marxist-
Leninists, September 19, 1978)

The teachers and other employees of the Cleveland
Public School System have started a just and long
overdue strike. They have not had a raise in over
two years, and as a result of inflation they have suf-
fered a large cut in real wages. /Inthe past year, for
weeks at a time, the School Boand has forced them to
work without any pay whatsoever. .

In response to the just demands of the teachers and
other school employees, the state, the Board of Edu-
cation, and certain opportunist union officials have
cried, "But there is no money." This plea of poverty
is intended to demoralize the school employees, to
make them feel that there is no alternative but to give
up their struggle and accept the dictates of the School
Board and state. It is also intended to create public
opinion in favor of repressive court orders against
the strike.

But the cry "there is no money" by the Board and
the state is a fraud. The situation of "there is no
money'" is consciously created by the government of
the rich. Schools in Ohio and most states are mainly
funded from local property taxes. From 1964 to 1971,
the Ohio Supreme Court made a series of rulings
which had the effect of a) drastically cutting property
taxes on the big capitalist industries, b) increasing
property taxes on the working masses, and c) reduc-
ing funding available for public education. This cre-
ated the basis for the financial crises of the schools.
In 1972 the State of Ohio passed the state income tax
to further shift the burden of taxation on to the backs
of the working masses. The income tax was supposed
to go to the public schools, but every year since 1972
the percent of the state budget spent for elementary
and secondary education has been steadily going down.

In 1977 the Governor's Commission on Cost Control
announced plans to '"deal" with the financial crisis of
the schools. These plans call for vicious attacks on
the teachers and other school employees, on.the youth,
and the working masses in general. They in¢lude:

1) Reduction of education programs to the minimum.

2) Closing of schools and consolidation of school

districts.

3) Layoffs of school employees,

4) Tax cuts for the businesses of the big capitalists.

5) Increased sales, property and income taxes for

the working masses.

(See the Cleveland Plain Dealer, Nov. 12, 1977)
Already part of this program has been implemented
with Bill 920, which has cut business and industry
taxes enough to reduce the funds available to the
Cleveland Schools next year by $11 million! At the
same time, the Cleveland Board is pushing for a new
levy to raise the taxes on the working masses by $11
million. The School Board's latest levy is not intend-
ed for teacher raises as it claims but as a subsidy for
the rich. The state and School Board have no inten-
tion of meeting the school employees' just demands
but only intend to lay off hundreds of employees and
drastically reduce and deteriorate the education of the
youth, ) /

The government in the U.S. at federal, state and
local levels is a dictatorship of the big capitalists.

It extorts huge sums of tax monies from the working
masses (36¢ out of every dollar of wages for the av-
erage worker), but these huge sums of taxes in no way
assure that the basic needs of the people are met, as
the financial collapse of the schools proves. Instead
these tax monies are spent so as to maximize the
profits of the rich and to maintain a huge military-
bureaucratic machine. Presently such things as sub-
sidies to the oil monopolies, war preparations, "tax
abatement' for the big monopolies, ore docks for
Republic Steel, etc., serve the profits of the rich
while education of the working class youth does not.
Consequently education is being cut to the minimum
and school boards all across the country ""have no
money' as state funds are diverted to other more

CLEVELAND SCHOOL EMPLOYEES ARE RIGHT TO STRIKE!

profitable areas for the monopoly capitalists. This is
all part of the program of the rich to make the people
pay for the economic crisis of the capitalist system.
The school employees are absolutely right to resist
this '"Make the people pay'' program!

The capitalist news media and school administra-
tion have slandered the school employees, saying that
they are selfish and hurting the education of the youth.
But the shoe is on the other foot. It is the capitalists
and government officials who are attacking the eduga~
tion of the youth and even have a worked-out program
to do so. -The capitalists want to suppress the resis-

tance of the school employees so that they can carry
out their attacks on the school employees and the
youth unhindered. In this situation, how could the :
teachers and other school employees call themselves
dedicated if they did not fight ? What kind of example
would they give the youth if they did not fight? The
teachers and other school employees are absolutely
right to strike and to defy any court orders against
their strike. Only by such a militant struggle can
theydefenditheir/basic interests and help defend the
interests of the youth. The workers in all sectors
should vigorously support and encourage the teachers

and other school employees in their struggle.

The struggle of the school employees is part of the
résistance movement of the American working class
and people against the attempts of the rich to make the
people pay for the capitalist economic crisis. The
only way out of the increasingly grave crises wrack-
ing our country is to develop the resistance struggles
of the people into a great revolutionary movement to
make the rich pay for the crises they have created
and to overthrow the monopoly capitalists and their
state and establish the rule of the working class.

End

Hospital Workers Fight Carter’s “Cost Containment” Fraud

(The following leaflet was issued by the Central Or-
ganization of U.S. Marxist-Leninists, September
6, 1978.)

The ugly cost containment fraud devised by the rich
and their state to step up the exploitation of the hos-
pital workers continues to intensify at the hospital.
Since our last leaflet the administration has mobil-
ized its various levels of bureaucrats and overseers
as well as its anti-personnel department (also known
as "human resources') to try to head off the rising
resistance of the workers. They are resorting to
the insidious dual tactics of deception and repression.

" They pretend friendliness and concern for the workers

on one hand while on the other they single out individ-
uals for attack in order to terrorize all the workers
and to enforce their speedup.

They launched programs like "Operation Contact'
and new "benefits" to try to lull the workers to sleep
while at the same time they install TV cameras ev-
erywhere to spy on the workers. Supervisors watch
the consoles in the gestapo office and threaten to sus-
pend workers if they see that they are '"not working
hard enough'. In patient transportation department,
the petty tyrant, a Mr. S., and his boss, a Mr, B.,
took up the dual tactics of deception and repression
to try to weather the storm of resistance reported in

our last leaflet. They pretended to ignore the leaflet
itself while they connived to overcome their grewing:
isolation by false friendliness. Mr. S., who never
before had a good word for any worker, suddenly be-
came Mr. Nice Guy, so concerned about the workers'
health, their families, their vacation plans, etc. This
hypoeritical pose lasted about one month, fooling no
one. Hoping things had cooled off a bit, these lackeys
of the rich renewed their attacks.

They tried to increase the number of patients trans-
ported by each o'rderly from 20 to 32. When the work-
ers did not speed up at his command, Mr. S. dropped
his mask of friendliness and exposed his true fascist
features. He stepped up his surveillance and intim-
idation of the workers and recently suspended an or-
derly for three days for the "crime" of being 5 feet
away from his patient while waiting for an elevator.
This is an outrage!

Phroughout the hospital similar attacks are being
made on the workers by lackeys like S. and B. But
these individuals are not just some bad elements act-
ing on their own. They are carrying out the cost con-
tainment campaign of the hospital administration. In
fact such attacks aré being launched in hospitals all
over the country as part of Carter's cost containment
offensive. The rich are frantically trying to shift the
burden of the economic crisis onto the backs of the

. workers. For this reason, the government's and the

hospital's cost containment attacks are bound to in-
tensify.

The only way out for the workers is to rely on their
own strength and to develop mass struggles to punish
the rich for their crimes. Slowdowns, sickouts, de-
nunciations of supervisors, and ether forms of defi-
ance are weapons which the workers are beginning to
bring into play. Circulation of resistance leafiets
into every nook and cranny of the hospital is itself a
blow at the rich and helps to awaken wider sections of
workers to the need for mass struggle to defend our
basic interests.

Fellow workers, the rich are sharpening their
swords to use against us, we have no choice but to
sharpen ours!

NO PEACE FOR MR.B., MR. S. AND OTHER
LACKEYS OF THE RICH!
RESIST THE ALL~ROUND SPEEDUP AND FASCIST-
IZATION OF THE PLACE OF WORK!
PUNISH THE HOSPITAL FOR ITS EVER MORE VI-
CIOUS ATTACKS ON ALL THE WORKERS!
End.

IRISH WORKXERS
Continued from page 3

Basic Pay Increases (Clause 3) Under National Pay
_ Agreements 1970 to 1977

Basic pay at % increase from % change
end - 1970 1970 to 1977 in real
(pounds) Basic pay Consumer pay

Price Index
10 250.2 148.1 +68. 9
15 181.7 148.1 +22.7
20 153.7 148.1 | + 3.8
25 1 137.0 148.1 =, 745
30 : 127.6 148.1 -13.8
40 114.5 148.1 =22.7

These attacks on the workers has resulted in a re~
duction of unit wage costs in Ireland and it is now the
lowest in the E.E.C. This means that the proportion
of the national wealth produced by Irish labor which
goes to make up the wages of the workers has steadily
decreased while the proportion going to the foreign
and native money-bags has risen.

It is this process which has resulted in the massive
profit increases announced by the companies. For in-
stance, the average increase of profits in the twelve

‘public companies which announced their half-yearly

returns in the first quarter of this year, was 62%.
Some of these companies are in the top fifty public
companies in the south and their pre-tax profits were
as follows:

Fitzwilton up 364%
Abbey up 96%
Rohan Group up 86%
RTD Group up 30%
Irish Glass Bottle up 20%

The direct subsidiaries of the foreign monopolies
have also been recording increases in profits. For
instance, the pre-tax profits of the U.S. subsidiaries
in 1976 meant that they were getting an average return
of 24% on their capital invested. This year it is 30%,
by far the highest rate of profit for U.S. companies in
the E.E.C. The rate of profit for the capitalists is
the surplus value of the labor of the workers, over
and above what they pay out in wages. By reducing
the relative cost of wages the system of National Wage
Agreements have contributed to constant rises in the
profits of the monopoly capitalists.

Under the conditions of increasing exploitation the
working class has been fighting back and the upsurge
in the strike movement over the last year and more
shows this. Even the reactionary bourgeoisie are
forced to admit that the last National Wage Agreement
has failed and that the workers are ignoring it and
fighting for higher wages and better conditions. The
large number of big and lengthy strikes that have oc-
cured shows the increasing class conflict. One of the
weapons which the reactionary bourgeoisie will try to
use in suppressing the workers will be another Na-
tional Wage Agrecment with meagre wage rises and
anti-strike clauses. To develop their struggles the
working class must reject any such proposed "Agi'ee-

ment'’,

Many of the reacfibﬁary trade union leaders saw the
writing on the wall during the negotiations for the last
Wage Agreement and since, and many of them are now
saying that another National Wage Agreement is not
possible. For years they have collaborated with the
money-bags in jmposing cutbacks on wages through
the National Wage Agreements and in trying to under-
mine the workers' struggles by agreeing to anti-strike
clauses. To save face however, they are now posing
as anti~Agreement figureheads. Should they vote
against another National Wage Agreement they will do
so from the same position that they voted for them in
yesteryears, i.e., in order to hold back the class
struggles of the proletariat against its exploiters.
They are for class compromise and conciliation and
never lead the workers in fighting their class enemies.
It is through this struggle -- against the British im-
perialists and the Irish monopoly capitalist class -~
that the strength and solidarity of the working class
grows and develops threatening the very foundation of
national and social oppression in Ireland. The reac-
tionary_.tz"ade union leaders have long ago thrown, their

] hatB nto: \ : ' bourgeoisie, and
v will do every ne the move-
ment of the working class for emancipation.
For all militant workers and rank-and-file trade
unionists, there can be only one course of action on
the National Wage Agreement, that is to oppose it and

to organize the : the working class
around this st e
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PACIFIC COAST PULP AND PAPER WORKERS STRIKE AGAINST PAPER MONOPOLISTS
IN DEFIANCE OF CARTER' S WAGE-PRICE GUIDELINES

Throughout the months of July, August and Septem-
ber more than 27,000 Pacific Coast pulp and paper
workers have been waging contract strike struggles
against the U.S. pulp and paper monopoly capitalists.
These strikes have shut down more than 48 paper
mills in the states of Alaska, Washington, Oregon
and California.

In the face of sky-rocketing inflation (presently at
11%), seeing their real wages cut month after month,
the pulp and paper workers have defied Carter's
"yoluntary'' wage-price controls and demanded a 30%
wage increase over two years. Other contract de-
mands by the pulp and paper workers in their struggle
against inflation are two-year contracts to replace the
existing three-year contracts and an increase of pen-
sion benefits by 35%. They have backed up their de-
mands with militant strikes.

The Carter administration, using the big lie tech~
nique, has been shouting itself hoarse that the cause
of inflation is the increasing of workers' wages or,
as they call it, "the wage-price spiral", and that in-
flation will be curbed only if workers' wage increases
are curbed. In May, the Carter administration is~
sued a vicious attack against the wage demands of the
pulp and paper workers, Barry Bosworth, director
of the government's Council on Wage and Price Sta-
bility, publically denounced the wage demands of the
Association of Western Pulp and Paper Workers as

Over 100 striking pulp and paper workers militant-
ly resist the attempts of the paper monopolists to
break their strike with a bus full of scabs protected

by sheriff's deputies and police. The workers smash-

ed every window in the bus.

"outsized and alarming'. These loyal servants of
monopoly capital have called upon the workers to sac-
rifice and limit their wage increases to 5.1% to 5. 6%.
Using simple arithmetic, it is plain to see that in the
face of an 11% inflation rate, Carter is telling the A~
merican working class to take a 5% cut in pay. Cart-

er's "voluntary' wage-price controls are nothing but
an attempt to shift the burden of the current economic
crisis onto the workers and to fill the already over-
flowing pockets of the capitalist money-bags with in-~
creased profits.

Using scab labor, the pulp and paper monopolists
recently attempted to break the strike and re-open the
shut mills. The Georgia Pacific and Crown-Zellerbach
paper companies have tried to re-open a total of
eight mills along the west coast. Determined to con-
tinue their strike, many pulp and paper workers have
militantly defended their picket lines so as to keep
production of paper goods stopped. At the Georgia
Pacific mill in Toledo, Oregon, more than 100 pulp
and paper workers formed a mass picket line to re-
sist attempts of the capitalists and their loyal police
to bring scabs into the mill to re-start production.
Forming a human wall, the striking workers sur-
rounded a bus loaded with scabs and then proceeded
to smash out every window in the bus, teaching the
scabs an important lesson -- not to cross the picket
line of striking workers. In organizing their strike
struggles, the use of the militant picket line is an
important weapon in the hands of the workers to defend
themselves against attacks by the capitalists. Since
the capitalists give themselves the right to undermine
the workers' struggles and actually threaten the work-
ers' livlihood through the use of scabs, the workers,

for their part must escalate their strike struggles so
as to win their just demands and to protect their jobs.

Neither the planned hysteria and wild screams of
the Carter administration about wage restraint nor
the attempted strike-breaking by the pulp and paper
monopolists have been able to suppress the deter-
mined struggle of the pulp and paper workers. By
mid-August, the workers of the AWPPW Local #672
of Fullerton, California, settled their strike and
signed a contract with the Kimberly-Clark paper cap-
italists with wage increases of 10.75% for the first
year and 10.5% for the second year of a two-year
contract. Two other union locals have also signed
contracts with similar wage increases. These settle~
ments at the three paper mills, while not sufficient
to catch up and keep up with inflation, nevertheless
exceed by far the Carter administration's 5.1 to 5.6
per cent '"voluntary" gufdelines. They show that the
Carterite "friends of Labor! and their capitalist mas-
ters have been unable to defeat the pulp and paper
workers and smash their struggle. The pulp and pa-
per workers are continuing to oppose the attacks of
the Carter administration and are carrying on their
fight for higher wages against ongoing inflation.

End,

American Standard Workers Defy Plant Closing Threats and Persist in Strike Struggle

(The following leaflet was issued by the Buffalo
Workers Revolutionary Committee, Central Or-
ganization of U.S. Marxist-Leninists, on September
9, 1978.)

"WE ARE NOT SLAVES AND WE WILL NOT BE
DRIVEN TO OUR KNEES!'" This was the bold stand
which the workers at American Standard plant in
Buffalo took in the face of the capitalists' ultimatum:
"End your strike or we will close our plant". The
workers refused to be cowed into giving up their just
struggle for higher wages because of the threats and
blackmail of the American Standard capitalists. This
stand of the workers at American Standard has, once
again, shown that the proletariat will never bend its
knee before the vicious attacks of the capitalists and
it has won these workers the support of all workers,
revolutionary and progressive people.

On Sunday, September 3, the American Standard
capitalists made public the threat that they would
close their Buffalo plant, if the workers did not aban-
don their struggle for higher wages. The local press,
a propaganda tool for the capitalists, displayed the
threat on the front page -~the first front ‘page cover-
age Of the Tong and | bitter strike. 'The intent, as most
workers realized was to'make the workers tremble in
their shoes, fall to their knees, and kiss the feet of
the American Standard capitalists. The workers were
supposed to give up their struggle for higher wages,
forsake their just demands, lower their heads, and go
back to work beaten and demoralized -- or else: ‘no
more jobs.

The American Standard capitalists have been trying
to shove a low-wage settlement down the workers'

throats since the strike of 225 workers began June 3.
With double-digit inflation driving their real wages
down and Carter's campaign for wage controls being
implemented, the workers are fighting to win the
highest wages they can get, as well as a Cost of Living
Allowance as one step toward protecting their dwind~
ling incomes. The American Standard capitalists are
just as determined to keep the wage increase low,
striving to protect and maximize their already enor-
mous profits. Their intent to break the fighting spirit
of the workers and undermine their unity was made
clear from the beginning. Thousands of dollars were
dished out for extra security police and equipment.
Scabs do not come cheap either, but strike-breaking
would not be complete without bribing the office work-
ers to work in the plant and scab truckers to cross
the picket lines. All of this money was spent to at-
tempt to break the strike, yet the capitalists cry that
they can not spare one extra cent for the workers!
Concurrent with these attacks on the workers'
struggle, the American Standard capitalists launched
a letter-writing campaign to promote deception on the
issues involved in the strike, mystifying everything,
and blubbering about how the strike is causing them
to lose customers; then, warning "lost customers
mean lost jobs". Throughout this barrage of black-
mail, the spying, harrassment, and intimidation by
the capitalists and the police, the workers have been
resolute in their stand and firm in their demands.
They organized mass pickets and wielded a militant
picket line when necessary, striking fear into the
hearts of the cpaitalists, who quickly summon the
Cheektowaga police to their aid to protect the scabs

their families have sacrificed and endured many hard-
ships to defend their just struggle ~- many survived
with no income at all for the first eleven weeks of the
strike. They are determined not to give in now.

On August 16, the capitalists proposed what they
threatened was their 'final'" offer and warned the
workers they had better accept it or "other alterna-
tives" would be sought to salvage their business.

Still not satisfied, however, the workers rejected the
offer by an overwhelming majority. Two weeks later,
the American Standard capitalists dealt what they
hoped would be the final blow to the striking workers.
In a last ditch effort to break the strike and get back
on the road to super-profits, the American Standard
capitalists threatened to close down their plant. Af-
ter weeks of moaning and groaning, now, like a
wounded beast, the American Standard capitalists let
out a loud cry. They geared up their whole propagan-
da machine --the press, radio, and TV --to create
hysteria among the workers about the plant closing.
They called into service their state apparatus sending
their '"neutral'' federal mediator to present to the
workers their "final" offer. But the workers stood
firm in their demands and sent the cur packing to his.,
capltahst masters. The workers succeeded in calhng
the capitalists' bluff, forcing them.to cancel their .
widely-promoted press conference scheduled for Mon-
day, September 11, at which they had threatened to
"officially' announce the plant closing.

The vicious threat of plant closing is nothing new to
the workers of Buffalo. The capitalists have been
using this threat to attack their struggles for a long
time, and the American Standard workers are joined
by the entire class of proletarians in their contempt

for this activity. Sometimes the capitalists use this
threat just to break strikes, as their practice has
shown in past struggles at Freezer Queen, J.H. Wil-
liams, Buffalo Forge, and Spaulding Fibre, for ex-
ample. And, sometimes the capitalists actually do
allow plants to deteriorate and close them down or
move them to other locations, if it is profitable for
them to do so. Thousands of workers are thrown into
the streets, but this is of no concern to the big money
bags, who are driven by greed and the need to main-
tain a competitive edge over their rivals. Their only
concern is protecting their own profits.

These hostile actions and vile threats are part and
parcel of the evil system of monopoly capitalism --a
system whereby the wealthy ruling class uses the
ownership of "its' factories and political dictatorship
to exploit and enslave the vast majority of people.
The violence and anarchy of capitalist production can
only be eliminated by overthrowing this dictatorship
of the bourgeoisie and establishing the Dictatorship of
the working class and building Socialism. "PEOPLE
WHO ENDURE SO MUCH TO BEND ONE SINGLE
BOURGEOIS WiLL BE ABLE TO BREAK THE POWER "

~ OF THE'WHOLE BOURGEOISIE" (Engels) by organ-

izingladd Tédding the Sociallvevolution to eliniinate
the exploitation of man by man once and for all.
LTl End.

POSTAL WORKERS
Continued from page 1

the railroad workers nearly doubled Carter's guide-
lines. Due to the postal workers' resistance, the
new sell-out pact the administration is trying to im-
pose will exceed Carter's guidelines by as much as
3.5 per cent (if inflation continues at 11 per cent),
although it still falls far short of catching up with in-

flation. Carter's guidelines are so low that even the
new sell-out postal contract has broken them! While
the Carter administration is enforcing a mandatory
5.5 per cent limit on the wage increases of the other
federal employees as part of its vicious attacks on
the public sector workers, the militant postal work-
ers have resisted this attack and forced their wage
increases above the limit imposed on the other fed-
eral employees. The legacy of the powerful national
postal wildeat in 1970, which broke the law banning
strikes of federal workers, and this year the wildcat
strikes, the threat of a national strike, the rejection
of the July 21 agreement and generally the militant
mood of the postal workers are the only reasons why
the postal workers have been able to break Carter's
wage guidelines while the other federal employees
have been saddled with a 5.5 per cent wage limit and
attacked with the civil service "reform". The fact
that the government has had to turn to direct force
and open dictate in the case of the two major tests of
its wage~-cutting program to date --the coal miners'
and postal workers' struggles ~s reveals that the "yol-
untary'-ness of Carter's controls is merely a mask
behind which stands the full force of the state. But
the use of open force (which failed utterly against the
miners) also shows the weakness of the government
in the face of the rising, militant workers' move-
ment. Militant mass action is the only way to defeat
the attacks of the government and the employers.

THE NEW "BINDING" POSTAL CONTRACT:
A WAGE-CUT AND A SLASH IN PROTECTION
AGAINST LAY-OFFS

The new '"binding" postal contract has been widely
ballyhooed by the capitalist news media and top lahor
bureaucrats of the postal unions as providing a 'big-
ger' '"pay raise' than the July 21 agreement, as "'re-
versing the economic impact of the rejected National
Agreement' and as '"'guaranteeing Economic Security"
for the postal workers until 1981. Further, they are
boasting to the skies that it provides "lifetime ]ob
security' for postal workers.

This boasting is a pack of lies aimed at getting the
postal workers to give up their struggle and accept a
fleecing by the capitalists, at hiding the eriminality
of the government's ""anti-inflation" program and the
treachery of the union bosses who are licking the
boots of the Carterite slave-drivers. Look at the
provisions of the new pact:

Wages: The postal unions went into negotiations

and arrest the striking workers. The workers and

this year demanding a raise of about 14 per cent per
year, COLA included, a figure absolutely necessary
to even begin to deal with galloping inflation in the
future and the loss in real wages the workers have
experienced due to inflation in the past. The rejected
tentative agreement of July 21 offered the workers
only a 6.5 per cent per year raise, COLA again in-
cluded with a cap at a 6.5 per cent inflation rate.

This pact treacherously agreed to by the labor trai-
tors amounted to a big wage-cut for the workers.

The new "binding" decision of the federal arbitra-
tor is virtually the same as the July 21 betrayal in
the matter of wages. The only changes are that some
of the money due the workers in their basic rate in
the third year of the contract is moved to the first
year and the COLA is uncapped. What this means is
the following: in the July 21 tentative agreement the
formula for the base rate increase was 2 per cent in
the first year, 3 in the second and 5 in the third, On
this basis the base rate pay of $13, 916 would bring
the worker a total wage of $44, 113 over three years.
The "binding' decision of the arbitrator altered this
formula so that the workers would get a flat cash in-
crease of $500 the first year, a 3 per cent increase
figured on the new total in the second year and another
$500 flat increase in the third year, resulting in a
total wage of $44, 613 over three years. The differ-
ence between the two is a mere $500 over three years.
This breaks down to 8 cents an hour or a 1 per cent
increase over the life of the contract, a miserable
0. 3 per cent more per year! Hence, in terms of base
rate, the new decision would actually leave the work-
ers just as far behind the present annual rate of in-
flation as before.

The labor traitors, however, are advertising the
uncapping of COLA as a big victory and the solution
to inflation-caused wage-cuts. The COLA provided
in the rejected contract would have raised the work-
ers' pay until the time the rate of inflation exceeded
6.5 per cent, after which it would increase no more.
But the uncapping of COLA in the arbitrator's decision
has far less significance than the labor traitors
claim. COLA for the postal workers is awarded by
adding one cent per hour to the workers' pay every
time the Consumer Price Index, which gives the gov-
ernment's minimized version of the rate of price in-
creases, goes up 0.4 per cent. This COLA does not
keep the workers up with inflation, as the following
example shows. Presently the postal workers' base
rate gives them about a $7 hourly wage. If the CPI
rose by 2 per cent, the wage of the workers would " -
rise by 5 cents, which is merely a 0.7 per cent raise
in pay. An item which formerly cost $7.00 would
cost $7. 14 but the workers' pay would only rise to
$7.05. Thus the COLA, even uncapped, still allows
inflation to rise at three times the rate of pay in-
crease.!

Taken together, the shifting of some of the base
rate raise to the first year and the uncapping of
COLA, therefore, do not begin to deal with the prob-

lem the postal workers face of combatting the in-
creased exploitation they suffer due to the galloping
inflation which is a way of life under U.S. monopoly
capitalism.

Job security: To rationalize the postal system and
increase the productivity of the postal workers by
stepping up their exploitation, the Postal Service has
been attacking the no lay-off clause-in the contract
since it was introduced in 1970. The labor traitors
made big claims that the defense of the no lay-off
clause was the "bottom line' in the negotiations. But
the arbitrator's decision slashes the existing no lay-
off protection, which since 1970 has covered all re-
gular employees. It now would exclude newly hired
employees, who would have to wait six years before
they have any job security! This is a major sabotage
of the no lay-off clause. The labor traitors are con-
cealing this treachery of theirs by claiming that the
new decision gives the present regular workforce
"lifetime job security'. Yet there is nothing to pre-

~vent the government from simply attacking other

portions of the no lay-off clause in future negotiations,
now that they have already eliminated part of it. Thus
on the issue of job security, the arbitrator's de-
cision is a major setback for the workers.

Thus, the decision of the "neutral' federal arbi-
trator, the so~called "voluntary' solution of the
Carterite "friends of Labor'" to the postal workers'
problems, is just as much a gross betrayal of the
workers' interests as the rejected July 21 agreement,

POSTAL LABOR TRAITORS CAPITULATE TO THE
GOVERNMENT AND BETRAY THE POSTAL WORK-
ERS ONCE AGAIN

In the cooking up of this dirty deal, the top labor
traitors of the -postal unions once again revealed their

treacherous role as defenders of the bourgeoisie in
the working-class movement.

Having headed off a
national strike with their maneuverings at the time of

the first negotiations, these traitors then capitulated
to the pressure of the bourgeois government and

agreed to a 15-day "negotiating' period followed by
binding arbitration of the postal dispute. Using stal-
ling tactics to abandon the weapon of a strike, the
labor traitors allowed the government to delay for

15 days and then imposed its decision via its hand-
picked Harvard professor arbitrator. This was a
most cowardly surrender before the hourgeois class
enemy on the part of the labor bureaucrats. The
workers, who had every desire to fight and wage a
national strike against the government, as shown by
their wildeat strikes and rejection vote against the
first agreement, were told that collaboration with
their bitterest enemies would bring them salvation.
Then, once the arbitrator's decision was in, the top
labor traitors concealed its real meaning from the
workers, praising it to the skies and urging ratifica-
tion of it in voting. (One of the bureaucrats who com-
plained against it, however, let the cat out of the

bag when he said that he wished that they had gotten
a little more money in exchange for giving away part
of the no lay-off clause.)

While the labor traitors were carrying on their
15-day sham 'negotiations', the workers were seeth-
ing and were planning a country-wide wildcat strike.
The labor traitors used their local henchmen to sup-
press this struggle, as they had done at the time of
the expiration of the old contract. When the time
came to carry out this action and the major locals
of the American Postal Workers Union in New York,
Pittsburgh, Cleveland and Detroit were ready to go
out, the loeal labor bureaucrats of these areas, who
had pretended to prepare for a strike, called off the
action, claiming 'lack of support" from the workers.
(Proof that this was a gross capitulation lies in the
fact that it was well-known at the time of the expira-
tion of the old contract that if the New York local
alone had gone out, the rest of the country would have
followed. )

Today the labor bureaucrats are dealing with the
pressure from the workers for mass action by hold-
ing a ratification vote on the arbitrator's decision.
The labor traitors want to cushion and conceal the
fact that the arbitrator's decision is an outright dic-
tate to the workers to accept the new sell-out con-
tract. The motive of the labor traitors is to use this
bote to prevent a strike. However, if the vote goes
against the arbitrator's decision despite the frenzied
propaganda and deception of the labor bureaucrats,
then it may prove to be a fiasco for the labor traitors
and a step towards an outburst of struggle by the
workers.

POSTAL SERVICE BRAZENLY ANNOUNCES NEW
PLANS TO ELIMINATE JOBS AND SPEED UP THE
WORKERS

While the present contract struggle is still under-
way, the U.S. Postal Service is already brazenly
announcing new plans to eliminate jobs of postal work-
ers and speed up their labor through automation.
Having already eliminated 59, 000 jobs in the past
two and one-half years, the capitalists are not satis-
fied and desire to drive the workers still further into
the dirt, Postmaster General Bolger announced plans
for the Postal Service to introduce four more digits
to the present five-digit ZIP code. This would, he
claimed, allow the sorting of mail down to the indivi-
dual city block.or even building. It would allow ma-
chines to do the sorting right down to the mail sacks,
eliminating the need for handling by clerks. Using
these machines 8 workers would do the work present-
ly done by 20. Thus the Postal Service is planning to
use the slash it may obtain in the no lay-off clause and
other means to eliminate still more postal jobs, re-
sulting in not only the firing of these workers but an
increase in the workload for the remaining workers.

Continued next page; see POSTAL WORKERS




(The following is from a leaflet produced by the
Seattle Anti-Fascist Association(SA-FA), August 24,
1978)

The Seattle Anti-Fascist Association (SA-FA) firm-
ly condemns the brutal murder of the young Afro-
American, John Rodney, in the Rainier Valley dis-
trict last Saturday, August 19th. In broad daylight,
at around 7 p.m., Seattle patrolman Dennis Falk, a
notorious racist and fascist thug of the state of the
rich, who is hated by the masses, cornered an un-
armed black man in the backyard of the Mr. Milton
Wellons residence, near 52nd Avenue South and South
Kenyon Street. Only Falk and the young man were-
present in and around the backyard. At that time,
Falk cowardly opened fire on John Rodney from be-
hind. He fired twice in rapid succession and executed
John Rodney near a short fence. Then, fearing the
vengeance of the masses, Falk nervously threatened
the people gathering in the front yard not to go near
the back, while he waited to be rescued by his part-
ners in crime. These are the facts.

Everywhere in Seattle, people are denouncing this
cowardly assassination of John Rodney and are seeth-
ing with indignation.

The Seattle Anti-Fascist Association (SA-FA) and
the anti-fascist masses place the blame for this lat-
est police murder squarely where it belongs -- on the
growing fascism of the government of the rich at all
levels. The blame lies directly on the government's
armed wing and unfailing support -- the police. But
it also lies on those bodies which enforce violent re-
pression -- the courts, prison system, mayor's of-
fice, city council, "community service organizations",

and the entire state apparatus.

(The following article, "Support the Just Struggle of
the Archdale and Fawndale Project Residents Against
Racist Attacks and the Segregation of Healy Field in
Roslindale!", is reprinted from Boston Worker,
newspaper of the Boston Branch -- Central Organiza-
tion of U.S. Marxist-Leninists, September 11, 1978.)

The new school year has just started with a lot of
noise from the government that the "busing crisis"
has been overcome, and 'peace' reigns in Boston.
But this is a barefaced lie. For schools are opening
against a background of increased racist attacks and
hysteria against the Afro-American peaple and other
oppressed nationalities over the summer. On June
30th, the apartment of two blacks at the Maverick
project in East Boston was looted and burned. In
July a Guatemalan family was stoned by a nazi-in~
spired gang, and their apartment firebombed at the
Orient Heights project in East Boston. Massive hys-
teria about violent "racial warfare' has been created
in Hyde Park/Mattapan, while horror stories are
being told about the Ku Klux Klan getting organized
among the youth. And very recently, there have been
violent attacks by the police and racist gangs against
black and other oppressed nationality residents at the
Archdale and Fawndale projects in Roslindale.

The government is clearly lying. But there is more
to it than that. For once again, the rich and their
government, the news media and various sold-out
flunkeys have all thrown up a stinking cloud of confu-
sion about the racist attacks. The cause of the attacks
is made a mystery, and it is claimed that the people
are to blame. In-one instance it is black youth who
supposedly "spark off" racist attacks; in others, it is
white people who are to blame. As for the govern-
ment itself? Why, it is the greatest friend of the
people, especially of the Afro-American people! So
in this way, false solutions are offered about how to
put an end to the racist attacks: whether it is calling
the police, or getting so-called restraining orders
from the courts on the racists, these solutions all
boil down to seeking help from the government.

Never mind the fact that any honest person has already
been taught by life experience that the police and the
racist gangs work together against the black people.

This was fully confirmed yet again by the recent
struggle of the Archdale and Fawndale project resi-

Recent police shootings, including this cold-blooded
assassination are not ""freak' incidents. Nor are they
simply the actions of a few '"bad cops'. Rather, the
stepped-up shootings are part and parcel of the state's
systematic strengthening of the police apparatus and
its terror against the people, especially against the
black and poor people in central and south Seattle.
They are part of the enforcement of racial discrimi-
nation and violent repression against the Afro-Amer-
ican people. These murderous attacks are also aimed
at putting -down the growing revolt of the working class
against increasing impoverishment and against the
plans of the rich to hurl the people into another aggres-
sive war abroad. Growing fascism is a means for the
rich to escape their all-sided crisis, with the economic
crisis at the base.

This recent flurry of shootings in central and south
Seattle is aimed in particular at spreading fear and
crippling the resistance of the people in the face of the
attacks of the state-organized "anti-busing' movement.
This fascist movement has already been exposed for
all to see as police-protected, racist, and rotten to
the core. Last January 26th in the Ranier Valley, at
a CIVIC meeting, over 50 policemen launched a savage
attack on anti-fascist workers, led by the Central Or-
ganization of U.S. Marxist-Leninists (COUSML). Sev-
en anti-fascists were arrested because they actively
resisted the attack and punished a number of the fas-
cist thugs. In the April "trial" they exposed the all/i-
ance which makes up the real anti-busing movement:

1) the police -- among them, Falk, Estes, McCloud,
Jankauskas, all of whom are actively pushing this
movement and have been involved in murderous as-
saults in the last year or so; 2) state agent Moberly,
—- fellow traveller of the CIA and author of the "Seat-
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tle Plan", the actual plan for organizing racist attacks
and stirring up conflicts among the people; 3) the an-
ti-busing leaders -~ the long-time advocates of "Jim
Crow" segregation of the schools and real advocates
of the "Seattle Plan"'; and 4) the courts, mayor's of-
fice, and other municipal agencies geared up for sup-
pressing anti-fascist struggle when the schools open.
The police and other racists and fascists (congress-
man Jack Cunningham, John Birchers, traitor Al
Winston, etec.) are the obedient tools of the state-or-
ganized fascist movement.

But the massés do not and will not roll over and
play dead and turn the other cheek in the face of vio-
lent repression. The workers and youth are con-
stantly resisting police repression, and this is why
the police are terrified of the masses and always ar-
rive in large numbers to cowardly deal with the small-
est incidents. This is why Mayor Royer and other
state agents have stepped onto the stage to "oppose'
the murder of John Rodney. Royer and the City Coun-
cil are pretending to be ''taking action' against the
"abuses of the police''. They are pushing a new po-
lice shooting policy that will supposedly restrict use
of firearms by the police. At the same time the Se-
attle Police Guild is campaigning for Initiative 15 to
give the police and police spies greater '"authority"
to terrorize the people, under the hoax of "fighting
crime". The sham nature of this "controversy', this
absurd bugaboo, is exposed by Royer's admission
that under both versions of the shooting policy, the
murder of John Rodney is a '"borderline' case as to
whether it was a ''proper shooting'. Behind their
"liberal" masks, Royer and the Council are in reality
preparing to: 1) build three new police stations; 2)
recruit more police; and 3) brand anyone who resists

police attacks as "troublemakers".

Since the murder of John Rodney, the police have
cooked up a mountain of lies to justify it. The Times
and P-I have branded Rodney as an "ex-convict' and
"criminal" and have carried every distorted version
of the shooting that the police, medical examiner,
etc., have given them. Actually, John Rodney was
a man of humble origins, who lived in poverty at the
time of his death, who mowed lawns to scrape to-
gether a living. Like millions of poor youth in this
country, John had an arrest record, spent time jail,
and was frequently harassed and tormented by "au~
thorities", including the bloodthirsty police, parti-
cularly Falk,

SA-FA maintains that the hands of the fascist must
be stayed. Even to this day, the police are harass-
ing the Rodney family in Holly Park. The news media
of the rich is also carrying the most vile racist slan- .
ders against the person of John Rodney. A powerful
anti-fascist movement of protest against the outrages
of the fascists is the order of the day. While it is
sometimes useful to pursue legal channels (court in-
quests, lawsuits, etc.) to expose these outrages, it
would be a grave error to harbor the slightest illusion
that justice can be had from the state of the rich. Nor
can this protest merely be directed against individuals,
even though Falk for example is a raving fascist (who
tells store owners to "kill robbers -~ dead men don't
talk'"). The organizer of racist and fascist attacks is
the entire state of the rich. SA-FA calls on the work-
ers, youth, oppressed nationalities, all who are will-
ing to fight growing fascism, to follow the call of SA-
FA: ACTIVE RESISTANCE IS THE ONLY WAY TO
DEFEAT GROWING FASCISM! End.

STRUGGLE AGAINST POLICE-ORGANIZED RACIST GANGS IN BOSTON

dents in Roslindale against the segregation of Healy
Field and the racist attacks on them. These are two
integrated projects with 25 per cent white, and 75 per
cent black and Spanish-speaking residents. Fawndale
is right on the edge of Healy Field, and Archdale is
only four blocks away. The youth at the projects
have used the basketball, swimming and baseball fa-
cilities at Healy Field over the years, and these are
the only recreational facilities nearby available to
them ever since racist thugs burned out the interior
of the gym at Archdale project two years ago. The
Boston Housing Authority has made promises that the
gym will be repaired, but not a single thing has been
done yet.

Recently, however, there have been attempts by
racist thugs and gangs to segregate Healy Field and
prevent the black and Hispanic residents from using
it. The projects themselves have been violently at-
tacked in order to terrorize the people into submis-
sion. The cowardly gangs single out individuals, in-
cluding the elderly and very young, as targets of at-
tack. The news media has quoted the racists that
they would fight to segregate Healy Field. So the goal
of the racists is clear: to segregate Healy Field, and
terrorize the project residents into submission.

And what has been the role of the police? There
was no sign of them when the project had been at-
tacked. There have not even been pious words from
them as there was last summer at Carson Beach that
they would ensure "equal access' to public facilities.
They have instead come out quite openly to carry out
the same aim as the fascist gangs, especially to step
in to save their skins. For as soom as it became
clear that the project residents were resisting the
racist attacks and refused to be cowed down, the po-
lice appeared. Commissioner Jordan himself ap-
peared at the head of a very large force. On Tuesday,
August 22nd, a large racist gang gathered at Healy
Field and proceeded towards Archdale project. A
black attendant at a gas station was attacked by the
gang. The gang actually arrived on the street lead-
ing up to the project after the police appeared and set
up large forces right in front of the project. The
project residents who were on the alert for such an
attack had armed themselves with sticks, stones and

other weapons. And who did the police move against ?

When it was clear that the angered people were ready
to give the racists a sound thrashing, to send them to
their graves if needed, the police attacked the resi-
dents of Archdale! While the racists spewed foul ra-
cist abuse, the police attacked and arrested residents
of the project. One youth was attacked, arrested and
harassed at the police station for hours and charged
with the possession of a deadly weapon because he
walked past a tire iron stuck in a fence. But the fight-
ing people of Archdale did not budge an inch, defying
‘both the police and the racist gang, and the fascists,
in and out of uniform, had to retreat shortly after.

After this attack, the city and Amtrak police staged
a raid for weapons on the basis of "an informant's
tip''. They went straight to the roof, and found a
"stash of firebombs', which they displayed in the
newspapers and TV. The fighting militants at Arch-
dale all point out that no one would be so stupid to
leave firebombs on the roofs because: 1) they could
be used by racists who have in the past slipped through
the railway fence; 2) children could come upon them
and hurt themselves; and 3) they would never leave
such weapons lying around for the police to find.
Clearly this is part and parcel of the attempts by the
police to terrorize the Archdale residents and create
reactionary hysteria.

At the same time, the police and press all put for-
ward the theory that the issue in Roslindale was a
question of "Murf'", 'Kids'" were only protecting their
"natural territory". This theory has been put forward
before; last year during the struggle of the Columbia
Point residents against the segregation of Carson
Beach, Mayor White and others such as the arch-
fascist Avi Nelson (recently endorsed for Senate by
the Boston Police) claimed that the issue was one of
"turf', This theory of "turf' is a fascist theory which
claims that segregation and racism is something
"natural"! This is simply another version of the fas-
cist theory of "ethnic purity' that President Carter

put forward during his campaign.

So whether it is the course of actual events in Ros-
lindale or the theories that have been formulated, the
police and the government as a whole have simply

proven again that they, not the people, are the real
organizers of the racist attacks against the blacks
and other oppressed nationalities. The racist gangs

themselves, whether they are called Nazi, Klan,
Marshalls or otherwise, are also government-organ-
ized, and here in Boston, they were spawned by the
government organized fascist anti~busing movement
during 1974-76.

Today the racist and fascist attacks are the cutting
edge of a growing fascist offensive by the rich mo-
nopoly capitalist class and their government to make
the working class bear the burden of the economic
crisis. It seeks revenge on the Afro-American peo-
ple for their heroic struggle against racial discrim-
ination and violent repression and wants to return
them to semi-slave Jim Crow conditions. Thus it is
a question of a government-launched offensive against
the black people, and not some mysterious 'black-
white tension'' that has mysteriously sprouted out of
thin air.

But the big capitalists and their government will not
succeed. For this fascist offensive is being resisted
by the masses. Millions of people are rising to new
life, into the strike movement, into the anti-fascist
movement, and into the movement to defend the vital
interests of the working masses. There is only one
answer to the fascist offensive: active resistance is
the only way to fight the growing fascism. Although
there are various flunkeys of the rich advising the

‘people to take the road of begging the government to

change, the heroic residents of Archdale and Fawn-
dale show that the line of the masses, is the line of
actively resisting the racist and fascist attacks,
whether they come from the government directly, or
through the police-organized racist gangs. Once
again, they have set a heroic example for everyone

to learn from. The dead-end road of relying on the
police, the courts, so-called community leaders and
sell-out politicians is again denounced, and will be
thrown onto the garbage pile by the mass revolutionary
struggles of the working class and oppressed national-
ities.

BLAME THE RICH AND THEIR GOVERNMENT, NOT
THE PEOPLE, FOR THE RACIST ATTACKS!
ACTIVE RESISTANCE IS THE ONLY WAY TO FIGHT
GROWING FASCISM!
HAIL THE FIGHTING STAND OF THE HEROIC RES-
IDENTS OF ARCHDALE AND FAWNDALE!
End.
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IN THE CRITICAL HOUR OF THEIR STRUGGLE, THE
POSTAL WORKERS HAVE THE FULL SUPPORT OF
THE ENTIRE WORKING CLASS

The Carterite "friends of Labor' have singled out
the postal workers for attack under their program of
"voluntary' wage-price controls. The struggle of the
postal workers against this attack is at a critical hour.
The bourgeoisie desperately needs to suppress the
workers. Presently the labor traitors are trying to
ram the "binding' decision of the federal arbitrator
down the throats of the workers. Only mass action,
militant strike struggle by the masses of the postal
workers, will successfully defend their vital interests
against this attack. The lessons of the present, rising
working-class movement, as taught by the coal miners'
strike as well as by the whole course of the postal
workers' struggle, illustrate this fact. The struggle
of the postal workers has the support of the whole
proletariat and all other working people, who are also
seething with anger against the arrogant attacks of the
capitalists and are likewise fighting the monopoly cap-
italist dictators. The struggle of the postal workers
has already dealt a setback to Carter's wage-price
‘controls; only with militant mass action can the postal
workers defeat the arbitrator's sell-out contract,
carry their struggle through to the end and win victory.

End.
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attrition after the new machinery is introduced.
Against the operating unions (trainmen, brakemen,
engineers, ete.) the productivity drive takes the form
of the capitalists demanding drastic changes in tra-
ditional work rules. This includes: a) cutting
freight train crews in half, from the present four men
on most railroads to only two men per train, allow-
ing the elimination of thousands of jobs; and b) no

longer considering a 100-mile run as the measure-
ment of a working day (eight hours pay) on the basis
of which overtime is determined for an over-the-
road crew, thus permitting lengthier runs without
overtime pay. Against the workers in the railroad
shops, one form this productivity drive takes is an
attempt to eliminate all job classifications (machin-
ist, pipefitter, electrician, laborer, etc.) by com-
bining them into one general classification in which
the workers would be forced to do any sort of work
and be severely speeded up. This, too, would allow
the capitalists to eliminate thousands of jobs. (There
is also wide-scale "farming-out" of diesel and car
shop jobs to independént contractors to eliminate
large numbers of shop-craft workers.)

Under the capitalist system, the introduction of
new machinery and more productive methods is noth-
ing but a means for the capitalists to enrich them-
selves, to maximize their profits at the workers' ex—
pense. It means speed-up and unemployment for the
working class. The N&W workers know this through
bitter experience. However, under socialism --
where every new machine and every new and more
productive method is introduced solely to lightes
the labor of the working people, to increase their
leisure time and raise the living standard of the
masses -- it is altogether another matter. Until
the working class seizes political power and takes all
the factories, mines, railroads, ete., into its pos-
session and runs the economy for the benefit of the
masses, until then the working class must fight a-
gaiilst the capitalists' ""productivity" drives tooth and
nail,

The N&W workers' strike has been a protracted
strike against many obstacles. All the capitalists of
73 other railroads, having a common interest in
smashing the N&W clerks' strike and enforcing in-
creased productivity, have united in a "strike insur-
ance mutual-aid pact'. This pact pays the N&W
capitalists $16 million per month to hold out against
the workers. Also, the N&W is employing 4, 000
scabs (supervisory personnel who will receive bonus
pay) to keep a significant percentage of freight mov-
ing. In response to this, the workers have militant-
ly fought to spread their strike to other railroads

which service N&W equipmaznt or whose interchanges
and yards handle N&W trains. ;

In late August, N&W clerks in Chicago set up
picket lines at Chicago and North Western R. R. fa-
cilities used by the N&W. Chicago and North West-
ern clerks militantly honored the picket lines and
struck in solidarity. When the Chicago and North
Western capitalists arrogantly tried to discipline
100 of these clerks for their solidarity with the N&W
clerks, over 3,000 Chicago and North Western clerks
and freight handlers in Chicago struck the Chicago
and North Western Railroad on September 6. They
were joined by 10,000 other Chicago and North West-
ern workers who honored their picket lines. The
rich railroad barons -- faced with this militant show
of solidarity by the workers and with 50,000 commut-
ers stranded in Chicago -- immediately capitulated and
and agreed not to discipline the 100 clerks.

In Buffalo, New York, on September 7, the N&W
clerks again fought to spread their strike to other
railroads. They set up pickets at the huge Conrail
yards in Buffalo. 3,000 Conrail workers struck in
solidarity with them. This caused such havoc for
capitalist industry that the bourgeoisie resorted to
the faseist measure of having the federal courts issue
an injunction prohibiting the N&W clerks from picket-
ing the Conrail yards.

The huge national strike beginning September 26 is
the latest development in the N&W clerks fight to
spread their strike to the railroads helping the N&W.
And again the bourgeoisie is furiously retaliating
with fascist court orders against the strike.

The railroad industry is a erucial sector of capital-
ist production and the capitalists have never tolerated
the railroad workers' just struggles, even on a small
scale, In the 1930's the capitalist government enacted
the fascist Railway Labor Act to smash the railroad
workers' militant movement at that time. Since then
every single step of any economic struggle between
the capitalists and the workers is tangled in weeks and
months of delays and legal restriction by the provis-
ions of this Act. In the case of the N&W clerks strike,
the labor bureaucrats who head the Brotherhood of
Railway and Airline Clerks union (BRAC) have been
completely subservient to the capitalists' legal re-

strictions, groverling before the capitalists' fascist
labor laws. For example, the issue of the automation
in the present strike has been goinz thirough the
provisions of the Act literally for years! When
finally, in October 1976, it came to the stage where
the bureaucrats could "legally" file a strike notice
under the Act, they then patiently waited another full
22 months until all the time restrictions of the capital-
ist law ran out and they could '"legally" call the

strike.

This servility before the capitalist government and
its fascist labor laws by the bureaucrats totally en-
rages the railroad workers. More and more the rail-
road workers are insisting that the inevitable strug-
gle for their vital interests must break out in the open
against capital.

The railroad workers' class hatred for the union
bureaucrats is also deeply aroused as the bureau-
crats time and again sign contracts and agreements
with the railroad monopolies which are completely
in service of the companies' productivity drive. Re-
cently the leadership of the United Transportation
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