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WHAT'S WRONG WITH THE ALP .
An Analysis of the '49 Elecctilons

'fi-The Election Results =

The chief signiflcance for progres31ves of the 1949
elections lies not in whether a Dulles or a Lehman, an '
O!Dwyer or a Morris was: elected to offices Essentially,. the
elections reveal the political. development and direction. of
novement of the American people, particularly the working

' people, and their reaction to the whipped-up red-baiting

hysteria, the drive to déstroy civil liberties and the in-
creased tempo of the cold war.. . The election figures are im-
portant to. prOgressives further ‘because this knowledge of the
development and movement of the masses permits us to judge
the success or failure of the tactics and policies pursued in
the American Labor and Progre331ve Partles, and -to demand

"their revision accordlngly.

On a nation-w1de soale the contlnued trend to the Demo-

cratic Party shows the. befuddlement -of the workers, Despite

the utter fallure of the Truman administration to :put up a
fight for even.its paper program of peace, civil libterties, -

i housing, rent-control,. and Taft- Hartley repeal, for -which 1t

received a clear mandate in 1948, the majority of workers (in
their frustration) saw no alternttlve to Dulles-Hoover reac-
tion but to continue their support of the Democratic promise-
breakers, . Most w rkers simply do not yet. understand $hat the
betrayal of the. workers 1s .the normal functlﬁn of .the capil-
talist parties, and the two-party system a cynical’ ‘device : to
perpetuate that betrayal and drain off the worker's anger -

~harmlessly by offering them the,"lesser evilM : choice between

twe,antl-wquing class candidates. obv1ouu1y, the answer to
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these tactlcs is a real party of the workers and poor farmers, entirely
separate from the capitalist parties, which will submit its own candi-
dates--a psrty which will deserve and galn the confidence and support
of the working class and 1ts allies. That the ALP-PP fails to consti-
tute such a party--in many respects and for reasons which we will dis-
cuss-~1s a chief explanation for its failure so far to engender that
confidence and receive that support, AR e esdgnc s ansnk iC U s

There is also another reason. Red-balting: is the most Insidious
weapon in the arsenal of the wall Street imperialists and their politi-
cal lackeys, by means of which they attempt--not without success-~first
to split the working class forces away from their all.ies and then to
drive a wedge into their main body. First it is' the Communists who are
labeled subversive, un-pAmerican, and tra’ ‘013, shorn of prestige, de-
prived of their jobs, their friends and relati—és suspeéct: Next come
the liberal anti-fascists, "peace-mongers", members of the Jewish Wor-
kers Fraternal Order, the Book Find Club or a trade union, or merely
white people with Negro friénds or vice versa, Still later, advocates.
of public”housing, civil liberties, or a national health program, for-
mer supporters of FDR, (hence all New Dealers), people suspected of
attending foreign movies, advocates of Taft-Hartley repeal, etc. Each
group and individual seeking frantically to save 'itself at the expense
of others, either by joining in the hue and cry against the accused or
by publicly disassociating itself from them, only whets the appetite of
the fascist-minded hate mongers and prepares to become itself their next
vietim. Red-baiting inspires fear,--thrives on fear, When its victims
seek safety by throwing their prineciples overboard, it is having its
intended effect. Unfortunately the {p leadership of the ALP-PP has
frequently been guilty of this form of self-destruction. Changirg the
main slogan of the Yankee Stadium meeting of the Wallace campaign from
"All Out For Peace" and wrapping themselves in the safely patriotic
folds of "yankee Doodle Rally" was a glaring example, Fallure of ALP
candidates in the recent campalgn to follow the good example set by
Wallace and let the voters know that the ALP is baslically ohposed to
the bi-partisan cold war policy of 1ts opponents is another.,

Red-balting is always a cover-up for the enemies .of the working
ctlass, Capitalist parties and candidates paint all progressives as
horrendous crimson-hued jabberwocky birds to distract the attention of
the masses from their own polsonous records.and programs. The way to
fight and defeat the red-baiters.is to hammer away a: the very issues
on which they are red-baiting us, since these are almost invariably the
ones® on which they are themselves most vulnerable. Sometimes, Wallace
instinctively understands this, but the CP leaders, obsessed with their
impractical "practicality", continue to 7in for cover: (with disastrous
results), :

The election results in New York showed the same general character-
lstics as elsewhere. With his spittle in repudiation of his five-cent
fare, anti-discrimination, pro-labor, rent-control and better schools
and hospital promises still wet upon their faces, the voters re-elected
O'Dwyer by a heavy Democcratic votes In the face ‘of a steady stream of
red-balting and Roman Catholic fanaticism (from .which the ALP retreated
by throwing its policies of peace and Soviet-American friendship out
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the window while trying to crawl under the clerical cloak) this recoxd
of disnonored pledaes appeared 1ittle handicap. _;'

3 A notable feature of the election was Llhe sharp increase in the
vote of the Liberal Party, which more than doubled its 1948 showing),
and for the first time since 1t split away from the American T,abor
party five years ago, showed a city-wide total slightly in excess of
the ALP's. ' The Liberal Party thus becomes for the time-being a "bal-
ance of power" party, a role for which its fake "middle way" ideology
in theé service of capitalism ideally fits 1t. By supporting selected
candidates of each of the major parties as a "lesser evil", the Liberal
Party will continue to help elect those anti-working class candidates -
who ,are the most skilllful in dissimulating thelr bourgeois class in-
terest by demagogic promises, and are for tkat reason, the most danger—
ous enemies of the worﬁers. ;

‘i ".‘l
ro

_ In the recent election, tne Liberal Barty offered the bargain T
basement ticket of I,ehman and Morris. for lesser-ewil’ dupes, thus giving
voters' the option of the less opeénly reactionary cold-war candidates of
the Republicans and Democrats on a single slate. With ALP. candidates
seeklng safety from red-baiting by burying the vital peace. issue, this
lookad like a good deal to many misguided workers, The unprincipled
nature of the Liberal Party campaign may be judged by the fact that it
made the easier mechanics of pulling levers on the same line its chief
argument for voting "Liberal" It goes without saying that a party.
which bases its claim for support on such casual and cynically oppor—
tunist conslderations can only be regarded as a decoy to trick confused
workers 1nto supporting the candidates of their class enemy.._.‘;

Meanwhile top~level leaders of the major capltelist party machines
wewve playing the other'side of the. street with their own "lesser evil"
ticket, _Thére is convincing evidence of a tack-room deal to trade
Republican votes, for O0'Dwyer for Democratic votes for Dulles, hoping
thus to ingure the élection of the most pro-fascist candldates on both
tickets at the expense 6f-less extreme reactionaries, . In some sections
of  the City, both Republican and Democratic election captains ‘canvassed
the voters for the Dulles-0'Dwyer axis. As & 'result of these machina-
tions, Dulles received a cool 225,000 more Republican votes than his”

: ticketmate Morris in New York . City.' Such inecldents should point up for
the most fatuous strateglsts the futility of attempting to serve.work-
ing- -class ‘interests by arranging ‘top- level "coalitions" w1th these_ ]
s_awe capitalist front leaders. : ; o _

The AnP city~w1de total of 556 425 or 13, 8% of the” votes ‘cast was
percentage wise a slight increase over Wallaces 13.2% a year ago. Since
1945, the ALP has been treading watér around.the 13% mark, While the-
over-all figure has remalned static, there have been wide shifts in the
composition of ‘the ALP vote ‘and the areasof s ‘greatest concentr ation.
Wallace polled 17% of the total Bronx vote in. 148, while Marcantonio! s
vote . was off more than & third at 11%. Brooklyn gave Wallace 163,896 .
votes, but only 113,496 uO Marcantonio, a loss of 50 thousand, In Man=-
hattan, on the. other hand; the ALP Vvote increased from.14,2% in 148 to
17..0% this year, with most of the gains in Harlem (esoecially in Ben %
Dav1s' Senatorial district), and 1n Marcantonio's cangre331onal :
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dlstrict,--these together with the Italian language districts being the
main concentratlon areas, Results in.the Italian langudge aréas wers,
however, below expectations, and other city-wide candidates polled less
than 704 of the Mercantonio vote in such Itallan-American distriéts as
the 2nd A.D, Manhattan, and the 3rd and 8th .A.D.%s Brooklyn, Longhi,
running for Council In a district compoged :of the 3rd, .7th and 8th-
A.D.'s" (Kings) got only 5,473 votes, the lowest for any ALP Gouncil
candldate in Brooklyn, despite an energetic campaign and several joint
appearances with: Marcantonio, in his w_rking-class district, - Ben Davis,
despite his defeat, made a good showing agaiust .the gang-up whereby -
Republicans,” Democrats, and Liberals suppcrted a single opponent, ‘Run-
ning on ALP and Communist tickets, he polled nearly 22,000 votes, one-
third of the total, of which only 1,090 were on the OP line. The real
significance of the Davis defeat is that it underlines the severity .of
the set-back suffered by progressive forces and all minorities two !
years ago in the repeal of proportional representaticn,: Opposition to
the Tammany machine Has been virtually, liquidated in thé new city coun-
cil, which will seat 24 Democrats and one Republican. bt e '

-

II-Evalustion of the ALP's Campaign

With these voting results in mind, let us look at the cempaign con<
ducted by the American Labor Party in New York City,. First of ‘all it &
should be sald that Marcantonio, .despite grayve shortcomings. common -.to::
the ALP campalgn as a whole, conducted his campaign with great energy
and forcefulness, He poséd sharply and persistently the questlions of’
police terror, Stuyvesant Town discrimination, and such pork chop issues
as the five-cent fare, rent control, housing, etc. In contrast to the
Daily Worker and the CP hacks, he was forthright in his condemnation of
both Dulles and Lehman, and made 1t clear that he would vote for neither,

Another pdsiti?e factor, demonstrated anew by the election, 1is the ,
exlstence in New York City of a solid core of 250,000 or more class-
consclous voters who consistently defy the hysteria-mongers to reglster
and vote ALP. Together with equally tough-minded workers: outside HWew
York, they remain the great hope that the designs of American imperisl-
ists to fascis ize America are doomed to- fail, It is nevertheless true
that the events of Peekskill and Foley Square, the loyalty oaths, the
suppression of civil liberties and above all, .the increased ‘tempo of .
the cold war represent a rapid maturing of,the crisis, which demands a°
tremendous quickening of the tempo of the an*i-fascist struggle - for -
peace, a tremendous strengthening of the progressive forces, a tremen-
dous growth and maturing integration of the people's. coalition, That
at this late hour no more than 350 thousand odd voters, out of 2,700,000,
in New York City could be marshalled in this fight must be regarded &s
a stern warning that the fight against fascism and an atomic war is in
grave danger of being lost in America, i W b W

What then are the' shortcomings . of the ALP-PP, which, despite a :*' ™
program which TP believes to be basically correct, have.thus far pre- .
vented ‘it from becoming a mass party of the workers, poor farmers, and .
thelr allles, & party able to call .a. halt to.the war program .of the °
bourgeoisiel But before attempting & diagnosis, what are the symptoms
of these shortcomings uncovered by the campalgn and election results?

¥
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As we have seen, beneath the over-all stetlc level of ALP strength
in New York in receni years, there have been violent fluctuations in
the support it has received, from varilous working-.class -areas and popu-=.
lation groups, depending on their ratlonal origin or religious back-
ground., Negro voters are rallied to the support of Negro candldates .-
and tiie issue of police brutality; Jewish voters to Isacson and support
for Israel; Itslian voters to Marcantonio, ete, At the followlng elec-
tion with new candidates and new issues, meny of these voters drift .
back to their traditional affiliations brcanse we have falled to con-
vince them (have indeed csrefully avoided the subject) of the basiec
difference between the ALP a3 & working-class perty and the capitalist
parties. : ' paews Y o e ' '
_ The instability and high turnover of the ALP vote is thus almost -
certainly due to the fact that the ALP has been conducting its campaigns
largely on a vulgar catch-vote level, Leaders of the ALP show only con-
tempt for the workers when they appeal for votes on the basis of racial
and religious prejudices, when they 1limit their fight for civil 1liber-
ties to an attack on police brutality, the Foley Square frame-up, and .
the Feinberg Law, while endorsing candidates for district attorney and
judgeships who fully support the bBasic factor in the reactionary - - :
assault on the workerts liberties,--the cold war. " Especilally they. show
their underestimation of the workers when they excuse fallure to pro-
ject the fight for peace into the N. Y. Gity campaign on the ground .
that 1t 1s not a municipal issue, and anyhow the workers are not yet
ready for the peace issue, Therefore, we must not be premature, we"
must not isolate ourselves from the workers, Who says' the workers’ of"
New York (inevitable target in an atomic war) aren't interested in the
fight for peace? And what kind of "vanguard" leadership 1s it that
refuses to prepare them and le ad them: in that fight for fear of being
red-baited? (Naturally we will be red-baited, for there is nothing,--

absolutely nothing--that can so completely upsetb the imperialists! plans

" for world domination as a militant, powerful, highly-organized peace -

movement. among the American.workers and masses,)

So wé'cbhduqted hur campaign for the fivéecent fare; rént-cohtrol,

‘housing, an end to police.brutélity;-etck in an atmosphere of unreality.

Just as police terrorization of minoritles is part of the cold war, so
is the ten cent fare, and the broken proaisé¢s on rent-control, housing,
schools and hospitals, etc.  The cold war means the ruthless suppres-

sion of workers! rights and worsening of their conditions. Ib also

‘means no money for any program of social advance on any level, Unless

halted by the workers! protests, the cold war can only lead to a hot:
war for which the workers will pay with their lives, Yet, this basic

' {ssue to which all the minor issues are subsidiary, the ALP leadership

(with wallace the chief and honorable exception) refused to take to the
voters, oOur job is to convince the workers and the masses that the-

_ ALP-PP is the only party whose platform and program conform to the basic

needs of the working-class and poor farmers for peace, civil liberties,

‘and economic. security, thus making permaenent recruits and broadening

the party's basd., The ALP leadership has chosen instead to campaign on
the ephemeral basis of candidates! persoralities, nationality, ancG -

" (so-help-us) their religion, with a pot-pourri of subsidiary issues

which are merely the less red-baitable outgrowths of the cold war issue
that they .are afraid to touch with a ten-foot pole. . -
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“In 1948, Marcantonlio won reclection in the 18th C.D. in a campaisn
- in which he, rather than the PP'S .platform, was the Lssue, TP pointed
ont at that-time that a strong, permsnent P cannot be built solely oz
chiefly on "thé -prestige of individual ¢a.is1tes, but only on the basis
of a fignt 'for the PP's corréct program. for nescé and the worker!s im-
mediate ‘demands, - The fact that Wallace got. only half;as many .votes as
Marcantonio in his -district proved the point. This vear, the-logic of -
the. stepped-up red hysteria. demendéd still greater divorcement of the’
t1p's basic peace program-from thb=campaign-;so.Marbantoﬁio and the CP
. %: -3 thought. 8o, he campaigned as-an Ttalian-American and.as. @ . =
“poocticing Roman Catholic". He set up eleven or more Marcantonio Clubs
in Italian neighborhoods. ALP functionaries received mimeographed in-
structions that "thesé -clubs ere not..ALP clubs" (orig. emphasis). 1In
1ine with this "strategy", it was necessary to bury all unrespectable
issues, 1.e., issues opposed by the Ccatholic hierarchy,.which means that
the entire basic program of ‘the ALP was burled. -It was no accident -
that Marcantonio falled to support. the Barden Bill, the only mayoralty
_candiddte not to take a position, His Roman Catholic pose made it ‘im-

possible for him to oppose the growing menace of clerical fascism-in
Americen polities. . "o v b o TN A TR Yeand e T T B
. - . S Wi 42 .. A 5 5 . S T I SIS XPTRA e
Reactionary Italians and Jews, and especially the Cathollc hier-.
archy, exploit racial and religious diffeerences in order to keep the
workers chained to the reactlonary political nachines. - They need to
confuse and obscure the real issues lest the magses take their future
‘into their own hands. Yet, Marcantonio,:whO'should dare to bake, the
jssues to ‘the people, apes the 'appeals ‘of the bigats to nationalist and
.religlous prejudices and superstitions in the mistaken belief that - it
is politically expedient to do 89.- "Vote: for me because I am an Ital-
jan like you."™ '"Vote for me because I'm-a good Catholic", "Vote for
me because I'm a good friend of Ben David; see he's on. the platform
Wwith me." ‘These are pabtently the- tactics of the demagogue who-tries to
be all things to all people. Unfortunately, wmeny of, the Jews and Pro-
testants, who together probably make up a majority of progressive-
minded New Yorkers, are apt to ‘take a dim view of a candidate who
unctiously parades his Catholipism'és vote-bait. In any case, the capl-
talist Party machines can always beat’us at that game. They have the
‘huge ahd powerful apparatus’ of the catholic Church slready in .thelr.
service to whip the Catholic vote into line. Their tentacles are .deep
in the Ttalian-American and waterfront underworlds. Generoso Pope;, .
with his influential T1 progresso is thelr man.: It-is therefore not
surprising'jhat_this'type-of campaign failed to pay expected dlvidends
in Italian-American districts, neither .is it surprising that .voters of
 other national and religlous groups reacted unfavorably -to a .campaign
which emphasized their;differences‘from other progressives rather than

. common aspirations and demends. - - :

The Daily WorKer typically concerned.with concealing its defeats
_rather_than.learnihg'from“them;‘tried‘hysteriqally to-find crumbs .of
comfort in the Red Hook ‘results. "ALP ‘gains"y consoled Michael Singer
(Nov. 10, 1'49), "were evident $n‘the Ttalisn-American communitles of
Brooklyn,--Red Hook and south Brooklyn (3rd A:D;,'Kings-Gounty——Editors)
‘where Marcantonio feceived 4,971 votes' as against the ALP vote. of 1960
last year, In other Ttalian-American working-cléass districts, the ALP
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held its position." A little research.shows that 1960 wag in fact the
3pd A.D. Kings vote for Wallace in '48, but that Michael hdd discreetly
11ifted the Marcantonio. flgure of: 4,971 from the 3rd A.D. Bronx county, -
Substituting it- for the more modest figure, less by half, of 2,455,
certified Uy the Board of Elections .for the 3rd A.D. Kings. The Red
ook district also illustrates the fact that a campaign build-up, Ldsed
on nationality and rellgion cannot build the ALP. Although Marcantonlo
pclled 25% more votes than wallace got in t48, his non-Italian, non- -
gatholic rgnning-mates-fell sharply behind the corresponding vote a
yéér’agq.'r aE i . L6 /

Tn 1946, Jim Longhi, with Republican .endorsement, ran for Congress.
1f 'the 12th C.Ds, which inclides Red Hook. As part of the deal, the .
ALP endorsed Corey Mills (R.) for State Senate in a district coextensive
with thq-l?th'C.D, ALP election workers were instructed to tell voters
that Longhl was @ Republican, Nevertheless, he was knifed by the Repub-
licahs, and on the Sunday before election,  every parish priest in the
district-wdPned that Longhi was the anti-Christ. So decelt was met with
perfidy, and although Mills won handily, with ALP votes, Longhi was .
beaten by 5,000 votes, a result which the Republican leadership had no;
doubt reatly calculated when they made the deal. LLess than a year later,
the Kings County ALP was bitterly denouncing Millst anti-labor activi-
ties in Albany, In 1946, Longhl polled 7,287 votes on the. ALP line;
this year running for (Qity Council in the same district, he got only -
5,473, the poorest- showing of any ALP Council candidate in Brooklyne
The decline of the ALP vote- from 10.8% to 8,3% of the total in an over-
whelmingly working class area is a measurs 0” the disillusion of class
conscious- voters with the ALP's tactics,: N ' o '

: The logic of Isacson's two.campaigns in ‘the 24th ¢,D. (Bronx)
points to the same conclusion, In the February special election, he
campaigned on the issue of support for Israel and (even though timidly)
on the PPp's basic forelgn policy, and polled, 57%.of the total vote in
‘an upset victory. But by November, the PP had endorsed Celler, Klein;
pfeifer, Holofield, Helen Gahagan Douglas, etc; Marshall-plammers all,
and was campalgnihg for thelr election. -So Isacson's opposition to the
Marshall Plan died down to-a whisper. Opposed now by a cold-war Demo-
crat, who could embrace Zionism as warmly as Isacson, the voters saw
l1ittle choice on principle; and Isacson was returned the loser, with
35 of the vote. wWalldce polled 17% of the total Bronx vote in 148, -
when -Tsacson's campaigns had convinced .a good many. voters that.the PP
was the strongest supporter of the new Jewish State. This year, the
main interest of ‘many of these voters was centered on the electicn of
Lehman, and iMarcantoniotd:Bronx: vote fell more than one-third to a
feeble 11%. R N R |15 -

" The ALP's policy of coricentratibn on certain candidates and certain
districts has frequently come in for: severe criticism. Turning Point
does not criticize the idea of: concentration. - e believe it was impor-
tant and ‘necessary to concentrate on the Ben:Davis campaign in view of
'thé gang-up of all the capitalist parties, and also on the Marcantonio
campaign, although wé consider that the methods used in this instance
were positively ruinous, Our main criticism of the policy is that
available forces and funds are diverted from the general campaign to
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such 4 degree that no campaign whatsoever is conducted in most of the
non-concentration areas and for non-concentration candidates. 'e con-
sider it pousitively outrageous for instance that such & shoddy campalgn
was conducted in behalf of Isacson, who, trailed in 4th place in the
Bronx Borough President race. Many ALP enrollegrs throughout the City .
never saw a single piece of campaign literature, The concentration
policy can be carried ont correctly only within the frame work of our
primary task, which is to build the ALP-PP by telling all the workers.:
(and not merely ALP enrollees, and not only in certain areas) our. basie
program as forcefully and as often as we are. able. - K

_ We belleve the ALP should bave nominated a candidate ‘for the U.S,
Senate in opposition to the Lehman-Dulles ‘cold war twins, . His campaign
could and should have been the main focus of the peoplets fight against
the cold war., By failing to do so, the ALP cffered no alternatlve to’
the bi-partisan war-mongers, and frustrated the tremendous desire of

. class-conscious voters to register their will for peace. Most import-
ant, it failed to grasp the chance to conduct a broad peace offensive
by educating and convincing the masses that the capitalist parties’
need and plan war, that the ALP's peace policy 1is their only safeguard
against national disaster. Such a campaign would naturally be greeted
with frenzied red-baiting (proving of course only the lmperialists fear
of an aroused peace sentiment among the masses), so the ALP decided to .
sit this one out. TLastly, it was wrong because it amounted to a back-
handed endorsement of Lehman, thus helped to elect a cold war advocate,
and gave a further fillup to the fatal preoccupation of the petit- - ..
bourgeoisie (including the CP leadership) with the lesser evil theory.

The Daily Worker was desperatley afraid ALP voters .wouldn't zetb
the drift. It ran editorials and news articles denouncing Dulles as
the greater evil, hoping its readers would see the light and vote for
TLehman without the DW having to come right out and tell them to. (See
DW editorials,. Nov. 2, 3, and 4): The election over, the DW, having
1little else to be jubilant over, was not bashful about claiming the ~
Lehman victory for the ALP. "The ALP's decision,” it editorlalized on
Nov. 10th, "not to place a candidate in the field for Senator undoubt-
edly played an important part in the defeat of the pro-fascist Dulles."
And in the same issue, Arnold Sroog*had lamented, "In supporting Leh-
man, the voters...revealed that proper understanding of the former Gov-
ernorts stand on Toreign policy was lacking. The voters did not see
clearly that Lehman stood for the cold war..." Judging from this _ .
doubletalk, the ALP achieved a notable victory becavse it dld not per-
mit the voters who look to it for guidance to see the issue clearly or
with proper understending, and therefore thrr correctly elected a cold
war candidste, - (prolonged cneers?) - A

In addition to thls first shame-faced, finally bare-faced support
of Lehman, the ALP endorsed six other candidates of capitalist parties
in New York City. These were Giaccone (R) f{or Supreme Court, Boccila
(R. and Lib.), Reinlieb: (R.) and Rosenthal (R.) for Municipal Court
Judge, Caddy. (R.) for District ittorney of Kings County, and Boylan (R.,
D., and Lib.) for Surrogate of Staten Island. All these aspirants for
judgeships or the office of district attorney subscribe to the cold
war. Otherwise they wouldn't belong to or be designated official

— 4 et et —m = e et e e o e = e e e e e e = ==l
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candidates of the Pepublicen and Democratic parties, which are the
joint architects of the pro-war foreign policy. Police brutality a la
McDonald ‘and Hogan, and court frame-ups a la Medina and Itoley Square
are as much a .part of the. plan to launch an atomic war as bases iu Ice-
land or "aid! to Greece, It is utterly insane for a working-class
party to give 1ts endorsement and its vote to these class enemies,
can't we ever learn? - e o . .
> AM I

We.endorsed and campaigged for Dewey for District Attorney in 1937;
we endorsed and helped elect, District Attorney Q!'Dwyer mayor in 1945; °
the same”year, we helped vote Into the DA's office the Miles McDonald
whose policg brutality we now denounce as fascist, How can a party
which depenas upon the workers for support hope té gain and hold that
support in the face of such a contlnuing record of betrayals? * Wouldn't
it seem that we have had enough experience with building up and elect-
ing smart, unscrupulous young lawyers only to’have thein turn’on the
workers, w1th whose  support:they have climbéd to power? . Yet Edmund H.-
H. Caddy was endorsed by the Kings County ALP, with no.questions asked,
no promises given other than thatﬁpe would oppose police brutality.-

A member of the ALP committee told a TP. editor, who 1nquired as to
Caddy's position on the Smith Act: "Wwe do not kncw, we did not ask
him, .Police brutality is the only issue  in the Brooklyn elections,
O0addy made no other commlitments, nor was he asked to.". But Caddy is a

_ Republican; he was the official candidate of that cold war party for a-

key office in the drive to ‘intimidate ard. beat down the working masses,
and especially the Negroes and other minorities, We believe it in-~
credibly naive under the. circumstances to expect him, 1If elected, “to

- resist the enormous pressures of class and personal interest any bet-

ter than his predecessors, 0'Dwyer and: McDonald who also made a few’
promises -—remember? : . . : . :

If only six colduwar candidates got the.ALP's nod in 149, this is
no sign of ALP repentance or even caution, By now, most leaders and
candidates of the capitalist parties are afraid that a deal with the
ALP will scare away more congervative votes than the ALP can deliver,
As with an ageing prostitute, seeming virtue may be no more than a
dearth of customers,

So far as the COP leadership 1s concerned this is’ demonstrably
the case. A DW edlitorial: (6-22~149) quotes with approval from an ALP
policy statement: "The ALP believes that the people egrnestly seek and
wlll welcome candidates, regardless of political affiliation, who will
serve to unify the forces of good govermment In our city, so that the
next four years, unlike the last four, will be an era of progressive
achievment In our city government.," (Our emphasis.- Editors) By August
8th, the strain of chastity had become unbearable as the cold-war poli—
tioos continued to 1look the other way, so Michael Singer hitched his
skirt a little higher and added a new wiggle to his routine, "The ALP"
he pleaded, "consistently with its policy of coalition on principle .~
(another McDonald or perhaps an 0'Dwyer, Michael?-Editors TpP) has
shown a readiness to discuss joint .struggles for candidates whose
records and campaigns on district levels prove them to be reliable pro-
ponents of pxogiessive policies.” By*the phrase "on distirict levels',
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brother Michael gives the show away., The CP vas prepared, and even
anxious to jettison the ALP's whole principled program for a few face-
saving, vote-catchlng concessions, on the local or district level. Tt
will be recalled that these seme "Marxist leaders!" also junked the PP's
correct foreign pollcy program in the 148 elections by their insistence
on endorsing Marshalle=Planners from New York to California, in return
for what? For 1lip service to Taft-Hartley repeal, which was promptly
canceled out by the necessities of the cold war, the most advanced
thrust of which, at that time, was precizsely the Marshall Plan, Yes
indeed, it really 1s "the szame old merryg:.go-round," '

I1I-The Internal Fight

In any evaluation of the ALP's campalgn, some mention must be made
of the bitter pgonnolly-Guinier Manhattan Borough President primary
fight, This conflict, invq}v'ng both politicel and personal differences,
goes back for several years;ﬁ%ame'out into the open as a split between
the Marcantonio forces and those of Géne Connolly. Evidence of inner-
party differences was also seen in Brooklyn and the Bronx in the ex-

treme lethargy of certain key leaders. .

"The political dispute raged chiefly over Marcantonio!'s content’ons,
(1) that Qonnolly, by remaining a candidate after Marcantonio had - -.-
designated a then undetermined Negro for the borough president post,
proved Connolly's anti-Negro bias, and (2) that no ALP member has the
right to precipitate a primary contest when dissatisfied with the pro-
posals of the designating committee, and that to do so was a deliberate
attempt to destroy the Party's unity. (Oonnolly's adherents claimed
that the ALP is being run bureaucratically, without consultation with
the membership, by Marcantonio and a tight clique of associates, (on-
nolly contended further that the attempt to shelve him by top-level
dictation, after many years of devoted service to the working class
and especially to the Negro people, is not only an example of this
bureaucracy and lack of inner-democracy which is preventing the growth
of the ALP, but a vulgar misuse of the Negro lssue which is an insult
to the Negro people themselves. ' ‘ '

It is true of course that Connolly declared for borough president
several weeks before Marcantonlo came up witn Guinier as his candidate,
and threatened Connolly, "If you run, I'll beat you with a Negro". Any
tool to beat his enemy; a Negro was to be his tool--any Negro., Negro
progressives: can take 1little pride in the honor done Guinier., (Oertainly
this does not prove Connolly anti-Negro, or opposed to Negro candidates
for high office. 1In 1946, he proposed at a meeting of the N.Y. State
Committee that instead of endorsing an 0O!'Dwyer sponsored Tammany can-
didate for Supreme (Qourt, as advocated by Marcantonlo, a Negro be nom-
inated, According to the New York Times (9-6-1'46), "Mr., Connolly argued
that the ALP was getting tired of endorsing Democrats for the bench,
saying that many afterward handed down anti-labor decisions, and also
that it was time that 'a Negro be named. Mr. Marcantonio followed with
a bitter 45 minute castigation of Mr. Connolly and his followers for
raising the issue. He declared that they simply were seeking to put
up a Negro to make a hopeless race as an independent, for the sake of
the issue, and that his own friendship for the Negroes could not %e
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queﬂfioned, but ne refused to let them be used as foils." But that was
in 346. Again in 1949, Qonnolly urged that qualified Negroes be nom-
Inated ﬁur~manhattan District Attorney and Municipal cCourt Judge,

; . St 2 .
Connolly claimed, with what we consider convineing evidence, that
he w's the cholce of the-majority-of-the-regularly elected members of
the No'r 7ork Countvy Committee, registered with the Board of Electlons,
In any case, 1t seems clear to us that a candidate does have the right,
upon subnitting a petition with the 'required signatures, to run in a
primary contest without being accvsed of "betraying" his party, or
"disrupting its unity"--the te:ms applied to Connolly in the D.W. The
entrenched party machine has a powerful advantage in a primary, but it
does not 1nclude the riglit %o »ule the candidate, who invoked the pri-
mary, out of the party beca..'~ :s invoked it, The right to engage in a
primary contest is a democru'ic right, - It is indeed the most important:
safeguard provided to the r.nk and file of political parties by our,
election: laws against entrenchad buresiicracy ‘and bossismg- v T
~ A primary contest may be a slgn of disunity, but it does not cresate
that disunity, and it does not disrupt the party unless one or another
of the parties to the contest refuses to accept his partyt's- discipline
and pledge himnself and his followers loyally to support his party's
ticket, including the primary winner, in the general election. (Qon- -
colly stated from the outset, in public releases and in talks to his -
supporters, that he would fortarightly support the official ALP ticket
in the general election, All his post-primary literature called for a
straight ALP vote, Marcantonio on the other hand openly stated before
the primary that under no circumstances would he run on the same ticket

with C nnolly.. Who:then has bsen the splitter? Wno is responsible for
destroying the unity of the ALP? g . ; :

Naturally the bureaucrats dislike primary contests because they
challenge their authority. Unlike the 0P, the ALP is not; cannot, and
must not be, & monolithic party. It is (or should be)-a coalition of
workers, poor farmers,.shopkeepers, professionals, and intellectuals, -
with cifferent ideologies and different class interests, having in com-
mon only their opposition to fasclsm, war, and the grosser abuses of -
caplitalism, It is of the utmost importance for the health and growth
of such a party that the right of members to engage in primary elec-
tions be safeguarded. Yet, for asserting this right, Connolly has been
accused of renegacy,- Since.-the election, he and many of his followers
have been summarily expelled: from- the ALP without charges or hearings.,
Actually the election figures chow that the districts where Connolly
has a considerable following, [i.e, Manhattan, exclusive of Harlem and
Marcantonio's €.D.) gave ilarcantonio a bigger vote in comparison. to ‘
Wallace!s vote in ilie 1948 presidential campaign-than did the City as
a whole. Thus A.D.'s 1,2,3,4,5,6,7, and 15 gave Marcantonio 85,57 of
the Wallace vote as against 84,5% for the city-at-large, and 72.3% for
Brooklyn and the Bronx. Scant evidence of the "betrayal of the ALP's
campalgn" charged to CJonnolly, ’ | gy - b '

. A disgraceful féature of this internecine fight has been the irre-
sponsible abuse heaped on Qonnolly by Marcantonio, Schutzer, Guinier,
and of course, the D.W. without any pretense of documenting their
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charges. Guinier, as reported in the D.W, (7-14-59), called Qonnolly
an'anti-Negro, anti-Margantonio, anti-wallace renegade from the ALP
policies." Marcantonlo aun} Lu.o D.W, have repcatedly accused Connolly
of red-baiting, without speciflcations or proof, Indeed, Arthur Shutzer,
. sate Secretary of the ALP specifically and repetitiously denied (DW,
g-2-149) any need to prove the smears .zgainst Connolly. Tacitly admit-
ting Connolly's 20 years unblemished record as a champion of the work-
ers, Schutzer deciaims, "Past records will never alibi a present be--
trayal", True,but a man with such a record is entitled to as much con-
sideration as ‘criminals; to be deemed Innocent until proven guilty in-. .
stead of being smeared by.wild undocumented allegations, Schutzer
apparently realized the total inadequacy of his case and the political .~
immorality of his method for he repeated over and over, four times in o
a brief release that "We have more important work to do..., "We are too
busy...much too busy;" to answer Connolly's denials or to offer proof,
Those who embark on a program of character assassination should not.
offer the pressure.of other business as'an excuse, and besides, the -
election 1s past. now,. 3

Even since the election, the frenzied campaign against all who-
have dared to disagree with the top leadership goes on, Connolly has
been expelled from his local ALP club without a hearing. Most of those-
who joined him in his fight have been removed from leading positions,
expelled or "frozen out" of clubs. The D.W. cannot conceal its venom
for those of the left who fail to dot every! i’and cross overy‘t’of.the -
CP!'s opportunist course, It obviously regards the ALP not as a real
coalition party but as a CP in disguise; a substitute party and hideout
for CP bureaucrats when the heat is on. When Connolly single-handedly*
blocked the first effort to oust Davis from the City Council, the D.Ws.
tried to deny him that credit. When Connolly was out of town, due to
the sudden death of his brother at the time, Davis was finally expelled.
The D.W., wlithout botherins to learn the facts, spoke of his "politi-
cally significant absence.," This 1s an accurate index of the low"
opportunist level to which CPUSA .morality has fallen. ..

, When to the D.W.'s dismay, Gonnolly fesignéd from the ciﬁy"COﬁncii
in protest against Davis! ouster, the CP leadership still had the gall .

to fashion the following headline: "Qonnolly Resigns Over Davis Ouster
But Absolves gouncil of Jimcrowism," The CP leadership may not worry
about its class enemies, but it certainly grows frantic when one of its
progressive critics defends 1ts rights. mpiRer 5

A Committee for Democracy and Unity in the ALP has been formed
around Connolly and announces that it will continue the fight to purge
the party of the abuses which led to the primary contest, We belleve
that if this committee continues to follow a.principled course, 1t can
greatly strengthen the forces seeking to build a real People's goali~ .
tion in America &s a bar-to the war aims of the imperialists,
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Turning Point belleves that most or all of the grave short- cominga.

5f the. ALP which we have reviewed, whether in the character and tactics
of its election campaigns or in the bureaucratic conduct of inner-party -°
uffairs, may be traced to one uaderlying cause-—namely,'opportunium. \
Opportunism, mind yoir, not or’~arily on the part of the non-~Communist
eiements of the coalition (although it is increasingly evident there
tuo), but on the part of that Coumunlst so-called "vanguard" sector, and
especlally of its leadership whose greatest responsibility should be to
Plght opportunism. 4 = .

Opportunism is the ti midity induced by fear ‘ofr 1ess of job, pres-“V
tige, friends, or respectability. It is the retreat before the red~
baiters which frequently ends in joining the red-baiters. The CPUSA—
sponsored red-balting resolution at the ¢I0 Atlantic City Convention
was a particularly horrible example of this type of opportunism. As
pointed out earlier, it is primarily the CP leadership which has tlmidly
forced the ALP -PP to water down its correct program. .

ODDortunism is’ the triumph of expedlency over principle, of eager-
ness to achieve cheao and temporary successes rather than to undertake
the more arduous tasks of building a firm foundation for a people's
coalition. ‘Hence, '‘the ALP leadershipts obsession with top-level deals -
and the virtually total neglect of the basic task of educating and con-
vincing thé overwhelming ma jority of the working class, who mistakenly
continue to .support the capitalist parties, that the ALP's program 4if- .
fers fundamentslly from those of the other parties, and that only its '
progr im really works for permanent peace and economic security for-all,
Yet, until that laborious, undramatic task is being regularly carried
out by countless Jimmy Higginses in tens of thousands of factories,
houses, and shops, using ths Immediate economic 1ssues and the fight
for peace and civil liberties to clinch their agruments, there can be
no mass ALP-PP. Conversely, there can be no serious weakening of the
stranglehold of the parties of the capitalist minority on “the maJority,
--the working masses and thzir allies, Ifeanwhile, there can be no real
electoral gains for the worter~, but only that mirage of victory, regu- '
larly acclaimed by the D.W. end ALP leaders when working-class enemies
are elected with workers vo voSes, and as regularly dissipated, to the W
disgust and mounting anger of class conscious workers, once these same -
working- class enemies take office. , :

The lesser ev11 theory is a "possibilist" one, which is based on

 the parliamentary concept of politics, according to which the number -

of candidates elected who give lip-service to certain of the workers:
demands, Cee’ repeal of Taft-Hartley (never mind that they are red-
balters. and cold war advocates), is regarded as a reliable yarostick of”
the election achievements of the workers? organizations., ‘This is quite
different from the Leninist concept and-also diametrically opposed to
the decisions of the 7th World Congress (to which Foster and the CPUSA

leadership now declare their undying alleglance). According ‘to Lenin,

an election campaign 1s _merely an electoral interlude, an especially
favorable opportunity in'a continuous campalgn conducted also by propé&-
gandia, svitation, demonstrations, political sgtrikes, and other mass
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mears to educate the: vorkers, Pnforce their demands and raise their
political. nnderstanding dnd militancy. TIrom this 1t'1s clear that .an
election campalgn may.- achieve great gains if- the key issues are cor-
rectly and successfully brought to the masses even though tne morkers'
candidates are defeated, ;

A very basic shortcoming of the ALP~PP leadership 1s that they.
tend to plan and estimate ‘the election campalgns chiefly in terms of
the election of candidates, rather than in terms of the opportunity:
offcred for educational and agitational promotion of the party's pro--
gram,. Thus, instead of building its clubs into real people's centers,
by year-long campalgns in every field of mass interest, the ALP has
been content tc accept the t;aoitional election tempo. and schedules of. -
the paunchy club-house po]jticlans.- It should be the responsibility of
every ALP or PP c¢lub to mobilize the peace sentiment of its community,
first in street corner meet.r.s3, in the unions, in the churches; later,_
on a.city-wide and national scsale, Each club must become the focal -
point for agitation and action on immedlate demands--rent control,. no
evic tions, low cost housing, support o strikes, civil liberties, the
fight against discrimination and police. terror. * We must help the
masses -learn by thelr own experience -that their party is prepared.to.
mobilize instantly .to defend them against tne arrogance of authority,
the employer's gfeed or the imperialists!. drive to war, Once we do
that, once we.earn the confidence of the working masses and in turn
learn to have confidence in their correct instincts for peace and eco-
nomic struggle, we_won't need deals with the capitalist parties to
achieve,. not the iliv sory victories. of phony deals, but real V1ctories
‘that will set. the imperialists back on their heels.

The eagerness of theé CcP leadership to tone down the workers' mili-~
tancy, to place their main reliance on electoral.victories, to refrain-

from leadlng mass agitation ‘and mass actions, is reflected in the revi=

sionism of Foster's new painless route to Socialism. Everything must
be very respectable and above all legal, and of course, non-violent; we
must avoid -mention of the class struggle and be very careful not to
offend the bourgeoisie. For the workers; the election of cold war can-

didates with ALP support is a double defeat. Not only will the success--

ful candidate inevitably betray the workers!' interests, but the workers,

instead of being educated and clarified on the really important issues,;;

become confused (as when the P.P., protesting opposition to the MP as
the core of“its foreign policy, endorsed and helped elect various Mar-
shall. Planners) : _

It would be a mistale to conclude ‘that ‘these constant betrayals:
occur becauseé Celler, O!'Dwrer, Lehman, etc, are vicious or even bad-in-

tentioned individuels, and tkac the ALP's strategy might have succeeded

if only it had made more fcrtunate cholces, .Nothing could be farther
from the truth, We have got to understand that the state  in America,
{(as elsewhere) is the mechanism by which the ruling class, American ,
imperialism, polices the working masses and conducts its struggle for =
world supremacy in order to secure and increase 1ts profits, The capi-
talist parties are the pseudo-democratic machinery by which the capi-
talists try to maintaln the illusion of popular conbtrol of the govern-
ment while grasping the reins ever more firmly in their own hands.

&
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Just as a real CP has ao other purpose or reason for existence than to
serve the interests of the workers, poor farmers, and masses, Lo educate
and lead them in the revolut:onary struggle for Socialism, so the Repub~
lican and Democratic parties have no purpose or reasdn for belng except
to serve the interssts. of the bourgeoisie ard particularly to divide ’
and checkmate the militancy of the working class,  The Republican Party
carries the club, the Democratic Party a carrot; or at times (to confuse
matters) vice versa, ' Their tactics are diverse and ofteh well dissimu-
lated, but they serve a common purpose,--more profits for capital, and
worsened conditions for the workers. Despite double-talk, the differ—
ences between candidates of parties which are driving toward war and
fascism, are illusory, =~ The so-called lesser-evil applied to such can-
didates 1s a mirage; the continued use of this policy by ALP strategists
is a gross betrayal, Capitalist’ candidates cannot -and will not Ye
weaned away from bourgeois interests (which are also.their own interests
or they wouldn't belong to those partles), Thelr cynical attitude to-
ward ALP endorsements 1s well expressed by Tom O'ilara, political re--
porter ‘of ‘the Herald Tribune (9-21- '49) commenting on -the BPooklyn ALP
endorsements :~~"Practical politicians in the (Republican) party said.
that both men felt forced to obtain some ald to buck the strong Demow
cratic machine in Brooklyn, figuring to .win an additional 80,000 or °
100,000 votes on thé ALP line‘without compromisiqg their Republicanism."

D68pite all disasters, CPUSA hacks continue to elevate this fal--
lacy to-the level of a principle to excuse their inexcusable .insistgnce’
on supporting anti-working class candidates, The Balance ' of Power idea
is the corollary of the "lesser eV¥il" theory. For many years -the ALP!s
great ambition (frequently ‘achieved) was to assert a balarce- of ~-power ’
position between the major parties. This was accomplished under the
guise of supporting the lesser-evil candidate. From the tactlical stand-
point of "I- scratch-youraback—you ~-scratch-mine™, such a policy is under-
standable. Ppart of the deal is that the party of the successful can-
didate pays off in patronage.- This is the only way a.minority party i
can get. a patronage cut. This then is the low level.of ward-hesl poli-
tles to which the - CPUSA leaaership has - dragged the ALP.

Balance of power deals can only be made if the minor party is
ready to relinquish any plank of its platform which would offend the
major partiest capitalist masters., - (This mekes 1life very simple for the
Liberal Party.)' Any party which attempts to play the balance of power
game must of necessity seek: no more than the crumds wiich the bour-~:
geolsie 1is willing to concede to the morkers.. 'If it demands more, the
deal will fall through, or as in the Red .7o¢lr campaign of '46, be
welched on, . Once the capltalist parties findé their differences with
the workers! party are greater than their own minor differences, they
quickly combine on a 51ngle candldate if necessary to deieat Ite-

© Just in case some readers feel that TP over-cmphas1zes the consist—
ericy with which the ALP's capitallst party endorsees have betrayed the -
csuse of the workers who elected them, we submit the.following very in-
complete list of such candidates who have had the ALP's blessing 1 the
post-war period, and in parenthesis the offlce for which it supported
thems= " - :
) Hugo Rogers, (D. ) graduate of the Tammany School of
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of politics, formerly its chief intimate of gangsters (Manhattan
Borough President, 1945) °

: James M. Mead, (D.), former U.S. Senator, Soviet-baiter and dar-
ling of the fascist London Polish Qommittee (Governor, 1946) :

Herbert Lehmah, (D.), partner in American imperialism's third
largest banking house, red-baiter, outspoken supporter of Dulles
cold-war. policles. (U. S. Senate, 1946 .also undercover support this
year.)

Wwilliam (dime auride) O'Dwyer, (D ), (Mayor, 1945 after hav1ng
opposed him in 1941 as a Christian Fronter,)

Miles McDonald, (D.), author of Brooklynts re~~n of police terTor
against Negroes (D.A., Kings County, 1945) = ..

. Frank S. Hogan, McDonald's counte.psar” in Harlem (D. A., New York
Oounty, 1945 and previoasly) ;e

Corey Mills (R.), anti-labor voting record. (state Senate, 146) -

Justice Samuel Dickstein, gave anti-Soviet ruling in Kesenkina
case, making it occasion for vicious attack on S.U. (Supreme Court)

Justice Lombard, defeated despite ALP support (1947), later ap-
pointed by Dewey.. Ruled for Roman Catholic custody of chalookian _
children to prevent their "Godléss bolshevization" by Armenian pars¥
ents who returned to Soviet Union. (Supreme Court)

. Justice Henry C. Greenberg, anti-labor injunction (Supreme ct.147)

John J. Delaney, (D.), supporter of..:all cold-war measurses (0Jong-
ress '46, '48 and previously). .

Emanuel Celler, (D.), Marshall—Planner who urged Marshall for
Vice-Pres., warmly applauded jailing of C.P. leaders (Congress, 146
148, and previously). . :

gongressman Joseph L. Pfeifer,i(D B cold~war adv0cate, uurrently
in Madrid. acting as Franco's broker in arranglng terms of U S ~loan

_(Congress 148), .

Arthur Klein, (D. and Lib ) endorsed by ADA after giving written .
agssurance of Marshall Plan support and opposition to Wallace's can-
didacy. (Congress '48) ..

Paul O'Dwyer, (D.) cold war advocate, but spllt his pants strad—
dling on MP issue. (Congress 148) ,

Rosoff, campaigned for Dewey for pre31dent, while himself ruaning

as straight ALP candidate after defeat in Republican primary. (Cong-
ress 148) : a¢: : § aw, .

In addition there are of course the ngdy's et al of the '49 cam-.
paign as well as the Helen Gahagan Douglases, Holtafields, Paul Doug-
lases, etc. elsewhere in the U,S. Not a very pretty list. To the
Marcantonio's and CP hacks! hackneyed,."0f .course, we are bound to
make mistakes", we offer this challenge: Show us, gentlemen, & com-~
parable list of capitalist party candidates elected with ALP or PP sup-
port in the post-war period who have repaid the workers' confidence by
their official actions. And when such a task (as it must) proves im-
possible to fulfill, we again challenge you to name just one such cans=
didate. No thergis none, not a single one. The whole tactical pro-
gram of supporting the "lesser evil'" of capitalist party candidates 1s
utterly and absurdly bankrupt. It is .causing widespread disillusion
and cynicism in working class ranks,.as shown by the fact that in the
aftermath of peekskill and Foley Square, a third fewer voters voted
ALP in its Bronx and Brooklyn strongholds than a year ago. A continua-
tion of such a suicidal policy can only spell complete demoralization
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and disaster, Ypf, inorédibiy,’suicide is the basic lesson drawn oy théi i
CP from this campalgn. The official New York communist Party analysis %

(D.W., 11-14-49) states; "The progressive coalition could have been

more successful in this campaign also by fighting even more consist- '~ -
e11tly and skillfully for achieving more electoral alliances with can-
didetes of other political affiliatlions around a minimum progressive-

_program,"

The'bossism and anti—domocratic treﬁdu in thé ALP are the out- “.{
croppings of opportunism on the a ganizational level,’ To what extent

‘this opportunism is personal and to what extent political 1s unimport-

ant since personal opportunism . invariably flourishes in such a climate -

‘of political opportunism, Given the trementous miscalculations and :
‘defeats of its lesser evil and balance of pdwer misadventures, 1t 1s” '

obvious that the leadership dare not risk repudiation by glving its -~
membership an honest accounting of its stewardshlp. These' leaders . ' .=
would be hard put to,give satisfactory reasons for thelr deals to back -
McDonald and O'Dwyeﬂﬁ but it would be hopeless for them even to attempt
to explain away the unbroken successlon of sugh disasters. Better to. .

rely on poor memories and what they hope s the polltical stupldity of =

the workers. So, there has never been an.aqcpuutlﬁg,_and new defeats .= =~ -

_ When,neverthelessfupstartg'question policiews, they are quickly. -
silenced, To criticize'the leadership becomes "lack of respect", then
disloyalty; if continued the next step 1ls the "fyosze-out" or expul- e
sion. Democracy is on its way out; bureaucracy entrenches itself, In ' ..
this way, tactical opportunism unchecked, inevitahly breeds organiza-- g
tional opportunism, bossism, and bureaucracy, which ¢annot and will not - -
brook the slightest criticism, Hence, the exploslve reaction of the , .

_ ALP's top leadership to the (Connolly challenge.

. .

Granted its faults, should real Conmunists work in and try to build the ALP-PP?

We believe that, by all means, they should. Some expelied Comminists, though pro- \-
claiming their belief in'a peoplet!s coalition party, nevertheless-want to ditch the

' ALP«PP because, they say, it is a capitalist party. Let us, then, define what ve be-

lieve Lo be the correct Peoples Front positicn for American Commnists, e accept

. fully the advice of the Tth Yorld Congress of the Comintern (1935) that: "It is Egr—;

fectly obvious that the interests of the American proletariat demand that all its
Torces dissociate themselves from the capitalist parties without delay...Undet kreri- - !
Can conditions, the creation ol a mass party ol toilers, a Formcp-Labor Party, BAght: -
corve as such a suitable fori...Such a party, 5T courss, Will b neivher gocialist nor
CommuInst. Put 16 must be an anti~iascist party, and st not be an anti-gommunist
Parbys. .1t gocs Without saying vhat such a party WL Tight ior the election of its ows

w

candidates Lo local oifices,tc the shtate Tcgisiaturcs, ¢ thue House of Representabive::

The ALP-PP is not a capitalist party. -It includes a few capitalists and many of

“the petit-bourgcoisie, - Bubt these elements, including such men as Wallace and Rogge,
~ have joined: it ’ in order t6 fight ogainst war and fascism and apainst the more rapa- -

oious abuses of capitalisme The ALP-PP is not an anti~Communish party. Aside from
certain rod—«baijging‘ovortones Trom a fow individuals, the only real obstzcle to the
correct building of the FP is the consistent opportunism of the CFUSA itself, Buv--
the ALP-FP is also, not a real pcople's ccalition or Fermer—Lidbor Porty. I ‘contains
few workers and fower farmers, It is essentially a petit-bourgeois vartye, Iurther-
morc, the present CF leadership has Tor 1 years rofused to impleucnt the decislions

i a Fd : ] o
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<7 of the Tth C.I, Congress=-that all the iovceg of tliz Amerdcan nroletariat should Woidw:, -«
- “assoclate tnomseives- from the eipitalist partics witlont deloy." At-the imninent .isle "y
“of wrcc!cini:, the ALP-PP, it .coutinuos in wetd ang ;,f.it:?.f'xn be foruwe now bonds with thooe - ~ .
. partieés, to-depind more and-nol’less upon the supunis- of those class cnemy organiza~
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VA ¢ 7 Heré are indeed grave weaknesses, yeb as Communists we cannot. rejoct the PP for .\~

_ , faults so, largely the responsibilivy of a social-democratic CP, Tt would. indeed be. & o'
. -suicidal for Communists 16 cub thomselvies' adrift from 4 mass-type organization which! ™ ..

v contiing g majority of the most stalwdrt and relisble anti-fascist-fizhbers.. At the!, . n.v
e ime, we must strive with' all our strength to build a real CP, frce of opportu- 7 ; -
ad purged of opportunists. Such a CP must us its, first tosk,along with restor--i.

- .1 rebuilding the wreckage of ‘the trade union movement ;~lcad the workers in forg- !
\ing & real people's conlition consistent with the ¢,I. decisions. There is basically .7
nothing wrong with, the PP-ALP that such a real CP cannot sot right. /" 17 “ul o 2

“ To attack the CPUSA lcadership because it is Communist is red-baiting, Mar¥

would-be critics of CP mislcadership in the PP-ALP have muted their guns because they. .
.. fear cxactly. this charge of red-baifing, But the glaring tacticdld.and organizational™ . ¢

e _faults for which thesc leaders are responsible are not Communist, but demonst:ably ;
~ "anti-Communist errors. To attack thesc "Communist! lecadefs becguse they are not Com— -/ °
. munist is not red-baiting ond cannot be construed as such, Non-Communists in the .
“ ' Progressive Perty want peace, democracy and a better life  for all Americans, Commi--- .
' _ nists want and fight for the saome things, but with a further goal of Socialism as ‘the
only way they believe they can attain these objectives. The fight against- fascism : i
“2nd war can only be won if all of us who are going thot way stick together. But non-.
“on Communistys in the ALP-PP have the right to éxpect of Communists that they practice . I:/uw

 what they lipserve—-namely, the attitude of the 7th C.I. townrds the problems of the
Y. | Peoplc's Front,. Any other form of attack is bound to result in red-baiting, further” .

"/ confusion among tha rank’and file CPlers in the PP; and in attracting the support of: Lo 5%
- the vultures who want to destroy both the CP and PP. ' ' R P ol dite Sl

-
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In conclusion, a cereful look ab-the clection results in the context of the

. _heightened cold war tempo shows that there has been no corresponding inercase in. the.'

' ‘ tempo'of the anti-fascist stiuggle., This dangercus slackening of the workcrs! advance.
% G on the clectoral level (paralleled by serious-G>fc.o*s on the trade union level) is due
: to political confusion and uncertainty of the masses rather than to their lack of =~ 7
militancy (as widcspread strike actions and the splendid fighting spirit of Peckskill e

; show). This -confusion has becn cauged by the vacillation and doul.le~tallk of their -,

s -leaders, by the rcfusal to posc basic issues for fear of red-baiting, and by the 7 iy ¥
defecatist tactics of voting class encemies into officeas - RIS

.+ The responsibility for these shocking betrayals in the PP-ALP rests primarily -
- with the CP leadership which has brazenly betrayed Marxism-Leninism in its mad = o e
" seramble for jobs and respectability. It therefore becomes the prime responsibility -
- of ALP-PP members, Communists and non-Communists, Wwho'are determined to build o mass

or 4 party that can stop fascism and war, tc cxposc these fake leaders to their rieribership:
-7, as the anti-Communists their actions prove them to_be. W o 5
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