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PACE 2

JUCHE!

OSAWATOMIE is an important
new publicaticon from the Weather
Underground Organization. The
name OSAWATOMIE comea from the
Battle of Osawatomie, Kansas
(1B56) ; here, John Brown and
thirty other abolitloniste, us-
ing guerrilla tactics, defeated
a large armed force of slavery
Gupperteres Whe weve trying to
make Kansas a slave state. Foar
loading thie victery, a turning
point in the fight against sla-
very, John Brown was named "Osa-
watomie" by his comradeo.

The first issue of CSAWA-
TOMIE (Spring 1975) contalns two
longey articlee -- on racism in
Boston, and on the roots of the
present economic crisis in the
U.5. -- and shorter articlesg on
populaticn controel, revolution-
ary intecrnationalism, Puerto
Rican freedem fighters imprisoned
in the U,5., U.8. history and the
U.5. Bicentennial, the U.S5. Gov-
ernment's defeat in Cambodia, and
a review of a book Cuban Women Now.

The Weather Underground Qrg-
anizaticon intends to publish OShA-
WATOMIE four times a year. They
want it to be distributed as widely
as pessikle. They urge that com=
rades use 1t as an organizing tool,
that we discuss the articles with
pegple in our workplaces and com-
munities.

We reprint here sections from
the OSAWATOMIE article titled "The
Battle of Boston: an investigation
of ROAR.

esfesie s spe e sfe e sfe st o nle

Busing is not tha issue in Boston.
Of the 40% of all scheolchildren in the
JS who get to schoel by bus, only 2% are
bused for purposes of integration. It's

busing that the racists call "forced
busing” and oppose. AS .rakd

rman of the Congress of A
The buses only = Blacks. 1 .'.5
racism that is d not buSLn:

"Antibusing" has a political meaning
which is not at all about whether busing
is the best wzy to achieve decent educa-
tion for most children. The all-white
boston Schogl Committee, which for vears
haz raised high the banner of "antibusing"

! the "neighborhood school™, has never
ated to bus children out of their
ighborhoods for the purpose of maintain-
j forced segregation, and just this fall
fought agalnast Black and Puerto Rican
als for community covrrci of their
wals. The real guestio Who will

h schools? hL;‘ | ldren
7 hite racist control has always

to prevent the Black child from
i ding in that dangercous and subver-
sive andeaver: learning to read
widespread discussion in
and Puerto Ri commuani-
merits of tb iing plan,
about how to educate children in a racist

FierY . There are movements d -'re,:lopinq
control and to d nd bi-
ion. What unites all these
es 1s the fundamental
CK AND PUERTO RICAN
HAVE THE RIGUT TO ATTEND
TIE CITY WITHOUT FEARR OF

ier Underground Organization
during the school crisis.
have put up antirac-
h people in
tiae, ctink-

| choal Commit-
tee and he Hational March
hgainst scember l4th. We've

dls0 se tinga of

p(“.; F

. r 1 et we
ton antibusing

mowvse lTlEI‘lL.. bean 0 galn
knowledge © : strategy and
goale, to expose ROAR's purposes, Aand

discover its wvulnereble pointe. The
information we have oathcred proves thag
racism is the guiding, motive force
behind the "antibusing" drive.

H“OAR was f[ormed by City Councillor
Louige Day Hicks and 25 other women in
april 1974, Tha name ROAR refers to the
"alienated rights" of white people --—
rights which ROAR claims are viclated by
the busing plan.
ig led by "community leaders"
shard rempants of Boston's
zratic Party machine.
City Coun-
Folice

includs the

"JUCHE MEANS HCOLDING FAST TO THE PRINCIPLE OF 50
ALIL THE PROBLEMS OF THE REVOLUTION AND CONSTEUC
WITH THE ACTUAL CONDITIONS AT HOME."

THE BATTLE OF BOSTON:
Investigation of ROAR

neighborhoods like South Boston, Charles-
town and East Boston. Far from being a
spontanecus upsurge, the racist movement
has been carefully orchestrated for years
from the inner cirecles of HBOSton's clty
SBUEYRAMARE

huaragn attondanco at ROAR maerings
ranges between 400 and 500 pesple. The
gathayings Are milirane, with those
present committed to their cause. ROAR
has strong tiecs in many of Doston's white
working=nlass neighborhoods, as well as in
the all-while, wealthier suburbs. Since
the start of the schoanl year, ROAR hasa
boaan the main forece hehind the whirte
school boycott, and has oryanised rallicao,
motorcadca and marches, sometimes draw-
ing up to 20,000 people. ROAR is now
planning a national March on Waghington on
March 18 teo demand a constitutional amend-
mont against bueing, AOAR hae aresated the
climate in whieh racipgt violonce hag pEca=
I. !t'."."'-

It is difficult to investigate ROAR
without re:ﬂ detected, ROAR members know
at least a few others from their own com-
murilties. RUAH functions in semi=secret
fashion; at each meeling, twe or three
people were removed, either hecause they
were sugpecked of being with the press or
because no one could vouch for them.

NOTES FROM ROAR MEETINGS

er - Oobtober 23, 19741 This
MJ.D\CC-, like ql]_ -.-.-u_-..;].:l:.' ROAR gatheringz, 1in

maeting took

the chambers of the City Council, at one
City Hall Flaza.

Az we entey the chamhare, we ara cons
fronted with a security force of 6 tn H
man, COMo wearing wnite bherets. The=y look

rlosely aL each persan enteri
ings and ask where you live,
tingents from diffcrent neighborhosds are
groupad together. There are 500 people,
all whitc, at the meeting. Rita Graul,
long-time "executive secretary" to Touisze
Day Hicks and the leader of the South
Boston Home and School Association, chairs
the meeting. She opens with a few remarks:

"I want all of you to look to
your left, look to your right to see
if you recognize the person sittil

desegregat*on and I dor
quoted on anything."

Next on the agenda are neighborhood
reports. How is the white ho*rﬁt‘ going?
Is any oppofition surfacing asainst HOAR?
A ROAR leader i chard Laws,
is enthusiz ivities in his

neighborhood children have
y@en stoned go te school). But Laws
notes with coneern that a coalition of
uston area tenants have just organized a
arch condemning racism, Laws shouts that
he tenants are a "bunch of commies™ wheo
1 be fought.

ere are two main speakers: John,

Kerrigan, then the chairman of the School
Committee and Leo Kahian, the candidake of
George Wallace's American Party for
ssachusetts Governor.

Kerrigan's speech attacks a group of
lack and white teenagers from Charlo
Nerth Carolina who had come to Boston
argue for school integration. He calls
them "liars" and says "they'll never get
to use facilities in our schools to spread
their filth." ¥errigan then paints the
"true picture" of achool integration in
Charlotte: Rlack students attacking whites
with knives, white girls being molested in
the schoocl bathrooms. No proof is offered,
his remarks draw shocked gasps from
the sudienas

Lea Kahian is next, the featured
speaker. He speaks passionately of his
love for God, Country and Family and his
natred for abortion. An ardent member of
John Birch Soeciety, he looks out on
crowd and sayvs, "Most cf you here to-

r are Birchers, only you don't realize
it vet." PFor this he receives a standing
evation. Kahian ends with a warning
against Communism. "In Russia and China
they take vour kids away from vou at an
@arly age. Just like thev do in Boston --
when they force vou to senl your chil

into Roxbury."

Discusaion of the "iesues" in th
school cricis folliws. One person
that he doesn't want his ohild bused to
the Elma Lewis School or the Lena Park
Cultural Center in Roxburw, botn renowned
centers for art, dance and poetry:

"They call those places cultural
centers. But these pecple don't have
a culture. All they tvach at those
schools is how to use a knife.®

The meeting ends after reports and
discussion of future plans. City Council-
lor Albert O'Neill announces that 31 city
politicians have just signed a statement
supporting ROAR.

*** NDecember 4, 1974: This meeting took

LVING FOR COMNESELF
u TICN IN CONFORMITY
- KIM IL SUNG({DRK)

place while momentum was building for ths
National March Against
Security is even ti ]
Rita Graul stops the mesting t 1
to question people. A few people are
kickad ocut.
Speaker after speaker denounces the

upcoming march. The mood is apprehensive,
demoralized and divided. (me man |s
angered about beiny called a racist. &

woman from Dorchestur gste wp and save,
"Ben't wezzy. It wag Lenin whe starbed
calllnq reople names like racists and
Nazis."

) Ndwin Feapasah; Whe 00N sopsuswnbe
tive from Brighton, a working-class com-
munity with a large studept papulation,
talhke openly aboui the di‘ficultics in
organizing there. Ak a rocent rally,
bDullhornse were Lorn from e cars in FUNR" g
motorcades, and spoahera woere heckled.
‘.tﬂral.::: k is upset aloukt a lgtier Fripked
in a Hooton ARWSEAT T From 3 Hl‘ighf.f}h
reaident who likens ROAR 'f Vatapm—

troopers” and "Narzis". He gives out the
mam'e phone numbar and urdas people Lo
haraes him. Thera nag alses heoen troul Lo

it a Brookline motorcade; MOAK oppenents
Blaghed the tiras of ovey 100 sars an
—onfronted the racists with picket sians

in support of Black students. A ROAR

leader announces that more "marshalls"

wlll be added to the nex:c den straticr
They are divided over strategy. Some

penple argue for a ecountar-demonstratinn
on December 15th, others feel they will
loge the "numbers game” to the antirac-
ists, As it turned out, 20,000 peopl:
marched on the l4th and I,000 came to aa
"antibusina" rally the Rt Gay.

Thera ig a haated dizmusginn akous
how to keep the white gchonl boveott
alive. Home ROAR members ere worrisd wnal
the School Committes will bow down to
COUrt progzura 1 1irga students to roturn
to school. Louise Day Hicks sures the
c.owd that R wlll put its pressure on

t Schogl mittes. She urges
everyone ko sit the in order to
get picturce i ctories horrors
of integration.

A woman then jumps up and reports
that a liZ-year-old white girl was just
"sexually assaulted" in a elassroom hy
three Black students Wkllu the white
teacher look on, ‘
proof but her story

ffers no
ted as true,

and everyone shudders. Some semblance of
unity has been restored.
"Ant ng" is a natio movemant

’

a tragedy children and a challenge to
antiracist people. Spurred on by Ford and
Wallace, it aims to crush the Black and
Puerto Rican fight for education, to divert
white people from class struggle, and to
mobilize a fascist base.

Boston is now the stormcenter of the
battle to defeat this cancer. The "liber-
als", like Mayor Kevin White and Senator
Ted Kennedy, long agc capitulated to the
racist tide. White, who this fall sent in
the Tactical Patrol Force to terrorize the
residents of Columbia Point, has just
filed suit to bleck future desegregation
plans.

It's been the determination and cour-
age of Black youth, who have fought with
such dignity, that has set off a spark in
the city. Many signs point to action and
resistance this spring: Black community
groups are uniting to defend James White;
Puerto Rican parents are intensifying their
fight to expand bilingual pregrams in the
face of School Committee attempts to
destroy them; citywide and national anti-
racist mobilizations are being planned.

Antiracist organizers are also at
work in Boston's white communities, grap-
pling with the task of winning white work-
ing-people away from the leadership of
Hicks and Kerrigan. This is the key task
in Beston, and much more has to be done.

ROAR is weakened by each open action
against racism. As the December ld4th
march built, ROAR grew less sure of strat-
egy and more disunited. ROAR is aware of,
and upset by, each antiracist demonstra-
tion, by the day-to-day Work of community
organizers.

A vigible, militant antiracist prog-
ram can win over the many white people who
have not stoned schcocel buses or supported
the white school boycott. Open agitation
can dispel fear and the illusion that the
racists speak for all the white people in
Boston. Racism can be challenged and its
fascist ROAR silenced.

*JTamees White is a Black student at
South Bosten High School who was
attacked by some white students
and who is now being charged with
assault.

South Boston High School




INTRODUCTTON

The failure of Black revolutlionaries Lo
organize large numbers of Rlack workers is
one of the most seriovus weaknesses of Lhe
Black Liberation movement, This problem is
especially noticable in periods of rela-
tively low revolutionary mass activity,
such as now. However, we cannol allow our=-
selves to be deceived by either the gener-
al low lavel of activity by the masses or
by the spocific inactivity of Dlack work-
ers. We are entering a period which has
the greatcest potential for mass protest
and rebellion since the Great Depression,
The economic crisis of capitalism, fed by
the defeats of imperilalisw in Indochina,
Africa and the Middle Caot will surcly lead
to a necw cra of domestic crisis. Unemploy-
nent is at depression levels and becoming
worse. The guality of schools, communitles,
honsing and medical care {ie dateriorating
while prices for necessities such as lood,
houging and medical care continue to soar.
L5 the gconewic crials decpens the bourgcoi-
cie aceeleratue the ugo of ite represciva
wilitavy apparatus(police) in Third World
communitics, Police murders ot Hlack and TU
youth has hecome as common place as lynch-
ing once wae. At the same time, the LA P.D,
ig training to suppress food rintg while
the country's pulice departments receive
SWAT training for urban warfare. Repression
breeds resistance. Consequently, we are en-
tering @ new péried of resistance as well,

The fivst signs of resistance to the ru-
ling class' repression have already occurred
Rebellions recently occurred in Newark and
New York in response to white vipilante ac=
tion. Mavors of major U_8. cities have
warned af rebellions that will make trhase
of the giwties look pale if economic condi-
tions continuc to worscn thils sumwer. Con=
ditions for mass struggple and rebellion are
excellent! Economic conditions in the Black
inner cities are worse than they were in
the early sixties, People are embittered by
what they consider the broken promises of
jobs, equality and political power that the
state made during the sixties, Despite fav-
orable conditions for struggle, we must
guard against the idea that the conditions
alone will provide all that is necessary
for successful rebellion. The late sixties
should have taught us that after the masses
exhaust their initial energy, they become
increasingly frustrated and apathetic when
constantly faced with the repression that
follows spontaneous rebellion, On the oth-
er hand, the Black Panther Party should
have taught us that wben revolutionary or-
ganizations fight on without the full in=-
volvmenL of the masses in the revolutionary
struggle, the organization can be isolated
and cut up. The key to our success in the
present period is linking the enthusiasm,
energy and power of the masses with the
disciplined leadership of a scientific van-
guard organization. Withia the Black Na-
tion, Black workers are the largest and
most powerful class. Only whan Rlack work-
ers are invelved in the day to day slrug-
gle for liberation can we claim that we
have involved Lhe masses in revolution. It
is mandatory that Dlack revolutionaries
have a firm grasp of Lhe development of
the Black woerking class, its long history
of struggle, its strengths and wesknesses,
and its revelutlonary potential. Without
this understanding, we will be unable to
realize the great revolutiom ry patential
of the class and win liberation for our
people,
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE RLACK WORKING CLASS

Africans werc brought to the U5 as
slaves to labor on the plantatioms that
built British and US capitalism. Ever
since we arrived we have been laborers;
first as sglaves mainly in the plantations,
then as tenant farmers in the semi-f{eudal
post-civil war South and finally as work-
ers in the industrial centers of northern
capitalism, As George Jackson stated that
Blacks are still the "slaves" that keep
US capitalism running; '""The principal re-
servoir of revolutionary potential in Am-
erika lies in wait inside the Black Colony.
Its sheer numerical strength, i1ts desper-
ate historical relation to the violence of
the productive svstem, and the fact of its
present status iu the creation of wealth
force the black stratum at the base of the
whole class structure into the forefront
of any revolutionary scheme. Thirty percent
of all Iindustrial workers are black. Close
to 407 of all industrial support roles are
filled by blacks, Blacks are still doing

the work of the greatest slave state in
history., The terms of our servitude are all
that have been altered."

The slave trade of Africans provided the
capital accumulation neccessary for capit-
alist development of Europe. Commentators
from Marx to 18th century British merchants
stressed 3 points: 1. The slave trade be-
tween Europe, the New World andAfrica was
the most profitable of all trade of the
timc(appron, the 17th and lYth centurico),
2. That withont this Lrade of slaves, it
would have been lwpossible for the indus~
trial revolution to octcur when it did both
in Furope and North America, 3. That in
general, LEuropeans and North Americans of
all classes Denefilted waterially to secine
degree from Lhie slave trade. In slave porLs
such ag TLiverponl, fngland, reecorda ghow
how everyoné trom the doekhands te the
large scale merchantile capitalists benc-
ie fair
to conclude that without the slave trade.
Turvpean capicallsm, especlally 1is Brita
isl: and Nerth American forma, would nol
nave developed ag quickly or 3g strongly
25 it did - into world-wide systems of
cuploitatien,

Slavery itsclf also played a key role
in the development of US capitalism, Tor
Lhe first several decades of Che 19th cen-
truy, slave on plantationg produced the
necessary surplus for both the 18" indus-
trial revolurion aud the iwperisalist
pansion into the west. Untii approximately
1830, slaves were not completely confined

fited from a elave expedition, 1t

23X -

to agricultural trades. Especially in south-

ern citles such as Charleston, Black slaves
made very important economic contributions
in such skilled trades as bricklaying,

blacksmithing and other skilled crafis. How=-

pver between L&30 and 1360, 3 growing urban
white population started moving Blacks out

of the better jobs and in some cases of rthe
cities themaelves, Thigs trend is shown in
New York City where in 1850, 75% of Blacks

had menial jobs. By 1855 87 6% were in un-
skilled positions. This pattern of forcing
Blacks out of urban jobks and back onto the
plantations typified both the North and the
South during this period.

The betrayal of 1877(Hayes-Tilden Com-
promise) handed the day to day rule of the
South back to the planters who had been de-
feated during the civil war. Even though
absolute control now lay in the hands of
the Wall Street bankers({who invested near-
ly a billion dollars in the south) Lhe re-
lations between. blacks and ruling class
whites changed wvery little. The industri-
alization that started in the South during
the 1880's at first had little effect on
Black labor. As in the North with the immi-
grant workers, poor whites of the South had
the first crack at the factory jobs. In the
North, the Irish displaced Black workers
from street-paving jobs, the Slavs displaced
them in brickyards and all groups moved in
on the once black stronghold of diningroom
waiting. In Dayton, Ohio the National Cash
Register Co. laid off 300 black janitors to
make room for white famwmers. During this

period(1881-1099s) there were over 50 srrikes

by white workers protesting
of Black workers,

The industries which did hire Black work-
ers substantially between 13890 and 1910
were located in rural areas, These indus-
tries were coal mining, lumbering and rail-
roading, The rest of non-agricultural Black
labor was mainly confined to such areas as
seamstresses, personal servants and drays-
men,

During th:s period the labor movement be-
gan to accelerate tremendously. Unfortunate-
ly the movement was largely white and elther
ignored or often actively combatted the
aspirations of EBlack labor. Most of the ear-
ly labor organizations such as the National
Labor Union{1866-1872) and the Knights of
Labor(1869-1885) fought and led many mass
labor struggles, They preached Black-white

the employment

working class unity against the ruling class,

However these two pioneering labor organiz-
ations wmade the same mistake that many
working class white organizations still
make. Both saw the problems of Black Labor
(both in the North and Scouth) as purely a
class question. Consequently the National
Labor Union had no program tor supporting
Black demands for demoeratic rights. They
also were antagonistic to Black workers'
attempts to unite with the Black petty-
bourgeoisie and peasantry in a broad united
front against the white ruling class. Sec-
ondly, as is still the case, these white la-

bor organizations were permeated with rac-
ism from the lowest member to the top lead-
ership, One example of blatant racism was
that the Internaticnal Typographical Union
would not admit Lewis H. Douglass(son of
Fredrick Douglass, great ex-slave aboli-
tionist and reconstruction leader), because
he was Black. The National Labor Unien re-
fused te support Douglass' efforts.

As 18 still the case, there were two
diverpent Rlask vésponses to the formation
of militent trade union organizations, Qneg
trend wae to join these organizations de-
gpite their narrow-mindedness and racism,
The other tendency was Lo [urmn separate
Black organizations with similar objectives
and ideology but independent organization
and .eadership, In the period from 1869«
1874 militunt Dlack trade unionlsls rask
the latter course and lormed the Colored
Nationdal Lahor Union. This trade union or-
ranizalion was founded ar Tnion Laspue
Hall, Washington I, in 1869, Moot of the
people represented were workers - hlack-
swiths, caulders, longshoremen, bricklayar,
Lron moulders, waiters, machiniste, carp-
enters, and many other vrades, Isaac Meyers,
A Daltlwore caulker way elecred president,
The CALU had itgs own newspaper, "The Nation-
a4l Era', and ger up a Rureau of Labor. The
CNLU's program included the plank of 40 ac-
res and 2 mule, no more than & hours' work
day, cooperative workers' associations and
women's suflferage. Very (ew progressive or-
ganizations then c¢ould claim to support
such 2 broad program of democratic programs
and policies. The CNLU was able to recruit
large numbers of Rlack workers where the
NLU was usually mel with failure, This was
mainly due to the success of the CNLU in
embracing the national and democratic as-
pirations ol Black people in its program
while relying on a solid working class
base and leadership.

At first the CKNLU had extremely friend-
ly reclations with the NLU. At its founding
convention the membership remarked that
they were "desiring of union with white
workers' . However, friction soon developed
between the two organizations. One of the
points of disunity was the CNLU's progranm
of making alliances with the Republican
Party to win breoad win broad struggles for
self-determination and democratic rights
druing Reconstruction. The NLU objected to
this program because much of the Northern
hourgeoisie was represented in the repub-
liean party. On the other hand, the NLU
had no program of its own to support the
efforts of Black people to consclidate and
win vitories in the south. Equally serious
was the NLU's refusal teo deal with racism
in its own ranks. Besides its refusal to
act in the well publicized case of Douglass'
son, it consistently refused Lo move against
the growing sentiment of white workers to
purge Black workers from industry. Meyers
told an audience of Black workers in Wash-
ington D.C, 1870, that, "unless they or-
ganized, they would soon be ousted from the
skilled trades and left as servantls, the
sweepers of shavings, the scrapers of piteh,
andé carriers of mortar. " Soun the WILU was
denouncing the Blaek union as "being an a-
gent of the republican party.” )

By the early 1870's the CLNU started de-
¢lining as an organization of RBiack workers.
The main struggle of our people during this
time was the struggle of gaining freedom,
land and democratic rights in the South du-
ring Reconstruction. The CNWNLU wholehearted-
ly supported this struggle. Unfortunately,
the CNLU's leadership was unclear on two
polnts. Thev were confused on how the na-
tional and class questions should affect
organizational forms, Leaders such as Mey-
crs, secing the neced for practical unity
with white workers, started saying thar
"the time for organizations based on color
1s past.” Then as now there was migtrust
ou the part of Black workers of their white
counterparts, and such calls for multination-
al worker organlzations eroded mass suppor:.
Secondly, and equally eritieal, the leader-
ship did not understand the relationship
between working in a broad national united
front and mainteining en independent organ-
izatlon of workers, From the ocutset, the
CNLU contalned substantlial representation
from petty bourgeols progressive Blackg.
The first conference included dectors, law-
yvers, priests and had sueh delegates as
Fredrick Douglass, Henry Garnet and Black
republican official Langston. The leader-
ship recognized that Blacks wust wage a

Cont. to Page 14




CASA + CAMPANA

Con Sin Document ustSoios Trabgjadores*renemes bDerechos*llacemns La Riqueza

W!th or Without Ducumenls*We are Workers*We Have Rights*We Create Wealth

INTRODUCT 10N

C.A.5.A. -~ Centor for Auronomous
Social Aclion - General Brolherhood of
Workers is an orranization dedicated Lo
serve and protect the undocumented worker
in this country. C.A.S5.A. bepan in Las
Anpeles in LY6E with the aime ot orpgan-
izing and developing these workers with-
A. hag
deuclopgd into 2 natienal orpanizal ion

witli centere of defoence in San Diopo

nut documents. Since then L.ALLL

Gouta Ama, Los Anpeles, Chicapo, San
Antonio, New York, San Pedro, Greeley,
Colorado, San Jose, and a cenhler being
oryanivoed In Oaklanmd. C.ALS.4A. believes
that warkere withaut dacuments muesl pro-
vide tlicir own leadershipe The organi-
sation relies upon Lhe conLribulions and
creativity of its members, and does not
receive any government funging. [he

CelAeSeA. members realize that they must
acltively participate in all aspects of
Lhe organization in order o be gefiiec=
Lives CaAsS:A. Is an anti-Imperlalist
orpanizdalion and carries on ils work in

the spirit of proletarian inlemational-
ism. In order o counter the vicious and
racint propaganda of the bourgeois,

UeA 5.4, plans a year long Naltional Cam-
paign of Solidarity with the Lmmigrant
Worlkere. The Notional Campaign will in-
clude forums, demonstrations, and a
vational tour of progressive Chicano
cultural workers. The campaign will
bagin with 4 maee mabilizaclion on May ath
commorating lnternational Workere Day

and Cinco de Mayo.

In theege timee of aconomic crieie
and growing rebellion, the capitalist
sysien needs 1ls scapegepats Lo account
for infiation, low wages, increasing mass
unemp loyment, and food shortages. Just

|hoy did during the economic crisis
he 193U%'s ini the 1950's Lhe bour-
1 = problems which thevw

tober

former Attorney
seneral William Saxbe issued a public
all for the deportation of 1 million
"illegal aliens'", which in his words,
“uQﬂSflLUtO a severe national crisis."”
Since thal time other govermment offi-
cials have claimed that "ift every
illegal alien were deported it could
mean jobs for as many as 7 million U.S.
citizens and legal residents."

In order Lo Lighten its grip on Lhe
stale and secure its rule, the bourgeoisie
is playing on the natural fears that
working people have, that if they do not
work they and their families will starve.
The media is fanning these flames
hysteria in weekly and sometimes daily
news reports and articles about the "il-
legals in every factory' that "sneak
across the borders of our nation to steal
our jobs." Racial divisions are
vated in rhe working class as Mex
Chinese, Dominican and Haitian workers ace
porirayed as enemies rather Lhan ss [ellow
workers. The leadership of the AFL-CIOD
and many independent uniong openly 1
with the bosses in thege attacks on wWor-
king people.

Al .y LF4

C.A.S.A. strongly feele that thie
propaganda muat be fought. The lias
countered, and the real canse of our
social probleme exposed. It is not th

worker that entere the United 5ta

looking for a job that causes massiwv:
unemployment. Tt is the system of lm=
perialism, of monepoly capitalism, which
caugee world-wide economic crisig, whilch
caugca great suffering and hunger for the
many and great wealth and power for the
few. Lt is this system which we muet ex-

sse and it ie against this eystem which
mist unite.
[t ig imperialism which plunders
countries. Lt is im-

and other
}

hide causes the massive un-

n Mexico. It is imperialism

ion during times
rowth. aAnd 1t

rig LD g live

European POWETE WAE Inslrumental

rise of capitaliam. The gold and silver
which Spain drained from the empires of
Lhe Aztecs and lncas passed Lo the coffers
ol England, Holland, and France because
of Spain’s great foreign debls Lo Lhiese
counlrics. The great wealth which come
Lo Eurupe as a conseyuence of Lhe foroed
labor of the indigenous populatien in the
mines and on plantations provided capital
neceseary for Lhe rise cof CHpilH1iH1 pro=
Auction in Burope.

As Lhe colonization ol the Americas
continued, population centoers developed
Lhroughout what ie now the Spoulhwesl and
the Eastern Sonboard. Atter bath the

U.5. and Mexico won tholr indopg-ndongc

from Europe, Lhe U.5. began eyeing with
reed the Northern territorv of Mexico.
Fho slave-ocracy | the Joulh wanted more
land for production of cobton and tobacco.
IThe riging capitaligt class in New England
and New York hungered for the ports of
- fornia for trade with India and China.
fomenting the '"independence" move-
t in Telas and annexing the territory,
the U.S. went to war with Mexico. Be-

twoen LE36 and 1853 the U.5. robbed Mexi-
co af about two thirde of ite Lerritory
and abeut 100,000 Mexicaons.

Affer the War, Mexics wae degtitute.
By contrast, gold, silver, and immensec
wealth from the trade in the Pacific
flowad to the North, providing the rising
capitalist clage with capital for indus-
trializatiou and gave it an upper hand
against the slave-ocracy. After the Givil
War in the U.S. the capitalist clagg had
complete power over the state. The
Lranscantinental railroad was built,
industry flourished. The Robber Barone,
the Roekefellers, the Coulde, the Duponts,
the MD11onc, the Morgans -- won control
or ownersiiip of the basic industries and
; oLy Cu:":iiﬁﬁ. 1d de-
lted Sta

Unce again Me\lco was 1nvaded. This
time wita the export of millions of
dollars worth of capital. Porfirio Diaz
had just come to power in 1877 when he
began negotialtbng with U.S. firms to
construct railroads in Mexico. To the
companies which surveyed Lhe land for
the railroads, Diaz gave one third of all
tre land they surveyed. Working hand-
in-hand with the imperialists, Diaz sold
L25 million acres of land (about one
gquarter of Mﬁwiro) containing the richest
0il and minerzl deposits in the Republic.
The imperialists frem the U.S., England,
and France came control 100% of petro-
leum production, 98.2% of capital inves-
ted in mining, 95.7. of investments in
agriculture, 84.3% of capital invested
in industry, and 76.5% of capital inves-
ted in bankings The biggest investments
came in mining, banking, and railroad
construction.

The investments brought billions in
profits to the U.S. imperialists and
riches to the ruling class in Mexico.
However, it brought great suffering to
the magses of people in Mexico. The con-
qtrur1iﬂn of the railroads disrupted the

idos {cormunally held farm lands) in
the rural areas. In addition, Diaz held
uch of these landes up for public auction.
Hundreds of thousands of pecple were
stripped of their land and their tradi-
tional means of subsistence. Farm-labor-
ers began to work for wages. Workers
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migrated to where there were jobs--to

the cities, such 28 Veracruz and Orizaba,
to work in the textile industries, to the
railroads and to the mines. UMexico was
becoming proletarianized.

[he Revolutlon of 1910, which over=
ihrew Diaz, also foughl against the semi-
feudal land-holding system and opposed
the destruction of the communal lands of
the ejidos. But while the Revolution was
being fought the migrations northward
continued. In 1907, 1,406 Mexicans im-

{urated to the United States. In 1910,
18.691 came. By 1919, the annual immi-
raL]on had reached 30 000. One year
in 1920, over 52 ,000 Mexicans im-
rated to the United States.

During World War I the imperialists
ged immigration of Mexicans.
agricul ture

1 e e TioR
he Southwesh,

was being capitalized and the huge "fac-
Lories in Lhe fields'of agribusiness were
formed. Between 1900 and 1929 about
800,000 Mexlcans migrated Lo the U.S.,
most of them coming Lo the Southwest.
Iln the same time period, agricultural
production grew from its small origins
to a five billion dollar industry with
Mexicans representing between 65 and 85%
ot the common laborers involved in this
production,.

In 1929 came the Great Depression
Andd Lhe Greal Ropatriatiens of Mexicanas
Not only wes Lmmigration not encouraged,
now imperialiem began the maas round~up
and deportation of appruximately 530,000
Mexicans (wany of them U.S. CLELZEHS).
From 1930 to the oul-~break of WWIT in
1941, annual immigration averaged about
2,000. 1t was during WWIT rhat agri-
business once again required ready lahor
and onea again looked towsrd Moxice. And
g0 began the lracero Program.

TIE DRAGERO P ROGRAM

In 1942, the irregular and spon-
tancous migration of Mexicans gave way
to & supervised and orgenized migration
in responge to the secarcity of labor and
the demands of UsSs capital during WWIL.
In agrieulture, the labor force was al-
mogt completely made up of immigrant
workers, principally Mexicans, with
thousands of Filipinos, Japanese and
linduscanis. The Chinese had long ginca
disappeared as a factor in agricultural
employment.

With the outbreak of a new imperial-
ist war, industry, transportation, and the
service trades were expanding rapidly,
requiring large amounts of laborers.
Workers were lured to the higher paying
jobs now opening up in the cities. Pi-
rating of another employer's workers be-
came a commonplace practice.

The facist roundups of the Japanese
population in 1942 effectively displaced
an important sector of the agricultural
workers. The imbalances this produced
were hightened with the growth of war
industry -- steel and oil refining, air-
craft and shipbuilding. The plants and
shops that were built alsoc attracted aggr-
cultural workers, notably from the Central
Valley. It was for these reasons that
the Bracero Program was created.

The number of immigrant workers enter-
ing the U.S5. rose from 29,179 in 1944 to
1,100,00C in 1954. Public Law 78 became
enacted in 1951, giving the Secretary of
Labor authority to recruit Mexican workers
for employment, including those who entered
the United States illegally provided they
had been there five years. Agribusiness
actually ran the program, regulating and
distributing the workers in the joint in-
terests of all commercial growers and
monopoly capital. Their associztions also

collaborated in fixing wages at a low level,

and when workers responded Wwilh resistance
and organized protest, the imperialists re-
sponded with systematic violence and re-
pressicn. Tor example, a strike by the
Confederacion de Uniones Obrera in 1928 was
broken by arrests and deportations. In
Brawley in 1934, a workers meeting was in-
vaded by police offisers armed with tear
gas and billy clubs. In Orange Gounty in
1936, over 400 Sheriff's deputies and

special guards brutally put down their strik

strike.

It was in this setting that the phrase
wag coined, "Farming in California ig a
business and not a way of life." Bince
the harvest is the major labor conesuming
operation on the farmg, a larger number of
farm hands is required. The large pool of
unskilled, and cheap labor power can be
found in Mexico.

The end of the Bracero Program came in
1965, leaving the U.S5. agricultural sector
in favorable conditions, but leaving a vast
numher of Mexican nationale without employ-
ment. Most of the Mexican workers stayed
in Nerthern Mewxice rather than rarturn Lo
their native areas of Mexico. Unemployment
ran as high as 50% in many border cities in

1966. In 1965 the Mexican government estab-

lished the Border Industrial Program to
meet the unemployment situation in Northern
Mexico.




CASA - CAMPANA

Coming into full operation in 1967, lts

primary goal was "the alleviation of wide-

spread unemployment prevalent along the 2,000

mile common border with the United States'’s
& problem created by the U.S. corporations
and now turning to serve them again.
72 American-owned plants such as Magnavox,
Samsonite, Republic Corporation, Sears and
Rocbucky Motorvla, Hugeco Alrcraft, General
Instrument, Litton Industries, Kimberly=
Clark, Memorex, ctcs, were get up along the
hordcr.

millign worth of products [n 1971, a 200%
increase over 1969.

The usual procedure 1s to set up LwWO
plante, one on each egide of the border-
Under tHie "twin-plant'' arrangemant the
products are initially proccssed im the
U«8a plant, sent to the Mexican side for
assembly, and then returned to the Amer-
lean side for "finlshing and shipping”.
Fitiishing could mean a&s much as-.pasting on
4 label. The U.S. plants are usually Lha
gmaller of the twos For crample, in an
electronics manufacturing component in La-
redo Texas, 75 arc employed as opposed
te 1,500 in Nueve Laredo, Mexico.
influx of Mexican workers
Mexico will hecome

Given Lhe

in the border
more and more dependent on the relocated
U.S. industrice to keep on employing
those workers already employed Lo offsal
the increage in the population. This
dependency means increased vulnerability
to the whims of the U.S. corporations,
ghifting the power of cconomic planning
away [rom Mexlco and over io Lhe inler=-
naLional corporations. The U.S5. can alsgo
use this situation to its besl political
intrerestga. Thua, whenever the IU.S.
experiences econamic recesgiong, infla-
tion, food shortages and unemployment

the cffects in Mexico, an underdeveloped
country, will be devastating. It ig the
conditions of poverty, hunger, migery,
and 50% unemployment in Mexico created

by U.3. imperialism which forces our
people to immigrate to the superdeveloped
U.5. to earn.a living. These people con-
stitucte the most vulnerable and exploited
sectors of the United States working
class. The immigrant worker without any
social or legal protection is always the
last hired and the first fired.
constantly subject to racial discrimin-
ation, national chauvinism, and class
expleitation, and must fend off ever-
increasing attacks by the repressive
forces of U.S5. monopoly capital  speeifi-
cally the L.N.S. and leocal police.

The function of the state under
menopoly capitalism is to maintain the
rule of the imperialists. This it doesg
by use of its repressive apparatus,
(courts, police, army, ideology) to
attack and repress and ultimately to
destroy any movements which may appose
or threaten the survival of this system.

Arpaa P
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Te maintain his existanca the cap-
italist must escure the greatest profit
possible. When it is in his interests,
he will invest in new machinery and the
best Lechniquca available. He pushes his
workers with speedups and raised pro=
ducrion quotas, all at the expense of Lhe
workers who create wealth for the cap-
italists.

This mechanization results in unem-
ployment, forcing workers inte the re-
serve army of labor. The natural ;;;hth
of the labor force, i.e. through immi-
grationy rural to urban migrations and
birth rates, along with displacement due
to mechanizatlon adds to the reserve army.
This reserve Army ie¢ a produet of the
capitalist syslem and ie abeplutely
esucntial to it. The capitalist eyatem
must have this pool ol cheap and avail-
abla

labor when it expands its industries
and is Lhriving, euch ag during booming
war periods when the defense indusiry is
callead Upen hy Uncle Sam 1o produce tons
and tons of heavy war machines. The re-
gerve army also hwurlg the barpaining power
of workers with jobs. If they complain
about work conditiong or demand better
wiges, the boss can always Lell them, "If
you don'L like it then leave, Lhere are
plenty who can always replace you." What
can Lhe worker say? This reserve popu-
lation is also necegsary for new ficlds

{ industry that open up, such as tran-

In 1964

This grew to 147 in 1969 and 330 in
1972.* These plants turned out more than $50

sistore, computors, and photocopying
machines in recent years. The capital-
igts can't very well take workers from
other plants and industries, this would
just hurt production in those industries
ag workers ghifted from ene industry to
another. Instead, they make use of the
vast army of unemployved. Also, when the
size of the reserve army gets Loo large,
the capitalists seek to maintain it at
a manageable size. Consequently, as the
condliione of monopoly capital wersen,
large nunbers of undocumented workerg are
sent out of the country,

We saw in the Great Depression of
the 1939 period 550,000 Mexicans deported,
In the recegeion of the lgSU'a, three and
one half million were taken, with one
million in 1954 alone, during "Operation
Wetback”. & great number of thegs wara
clrizens, or people wlch every leapgal right
to ba in thie esuntry. 1n the last seven
yeare the tollowing number of people have
been sent back to Mexico: 1968: 142,520.
In 1069; 109,572, In 1970; 265,539,
In 1971; 400,000. iIn 1972; 503,940
in 1973, 670,000, Last year, over 701,000
were senl back with a call made by William
Saxbe to round up another ONE MILLION in
1475:

The Mexicen immigrant worker without

papers is under aclack by the meglL reac-
Lionary sectors of U.5. monopoly capital
in its most desperate, corrupt, and ter-
rorisetic fascism. With its roots
in the concentration and centralization of
capital, fascism represents the crisis of
the state losing its power over the gener-
al population and the working class in
particular.

We are seeing the rejuvenation of the
tactics used by Hitler in Nazi Germany
against the Jews. Dragnet raids have ter-
rorized our communities in pasC years and
terrorize us today. Whole neighborhoods
are cordoned off by agents of the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service wlth the
aid of local police. Then with great
efficiency the cordoned off areas are
combed by the fascist agents, entering
homes illegally, entering worksites, chur-
ches and schools, brutalizing the occupants

form --—

in a manner we can only associate with
facism, and if Lhe occupanre fail tn pro-
duce satisfactory documents, they are

summarily apprchended.

Immipration apgente will enter fac-
tories and canneries and canneries deman-
ding some form of identificaltion with full
cooperation and knowledge of the emplorers.
Again, unless identification is produced
te Lhe satigfaction of the immigration
agent, Lhe immigrant worker will be de-
ported.

Particular mention must be made of
the tercible injuslices sutfered by
hundreds of thousands of workers, espe-
cially those with wives and children
bern in the U.S5. Once they have been
deported to Meoxice, it is impossible for
them to relurn lto their country of birth,
simply because the head of the family hag
What could be more inhumane than
Lo forcibly divide Tamilies whose only
crime is to have dark skin, and be of
Mexican or Latin descent.

no visa.

lmmipgration law and repressive Lo-
gislation is another aspect of the srate
apparatus and aleo has an exonomic and
politleal base. In a class society the
purpose of ANY law is to maintain Lhe
clasg relationships, thal of cxploiter
and exploited and to protecl the inter-
esla and privale property of the clasgs
in power. Law and law enforcement arise
oult of the necessities of the dominant
class; those who own Lhe carporations and
who control the economic and political
system of this country. That is why
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there are no laws which prevenl corpor-
ations from bringing in billions of dol-
lars in profits annually from shops that
have '"migrated" Lo other countries; that
is why there are no tax laws which prevent
lower income people from paying more taxes
than people in higher income brackets:
that is why private property is determined
not by those who work it and produce it,
but rather by thosce who own it. Law is
used to pursue the quest for profits.
consequently, the cconomic situation of
Lthig country hag a direet cllect on (mmi=
gration law and the enforcement of civil
rights, not ~nly of "aliens" but of all
people in this country.

The undogumented worker has no civll
rights in this country as is claimed by
the BDill of Rights. Clvil righrs, like
the rest of the lawe, are made and en-
forced for the Denellr or ane alass, the
bsurgesisie. UWe see that when the ruling
¢lass is oocure in 1ts position of power,
with a relaclvely stable economy, baur-
geois democracy relgna and the myLl of
civil rights is perpetuated. But, when
the clags ip pewer is insccure and unsure
of itself, when irg politigal corruption
ls exposed, when LLs lnternational influ-
ence ls checked by the people's libera-
tion struggles around the world, and
when the workers struggle bepins Lo de=
velop within her very own gut, then
capltaltism beging to lose control and the
myth of civil rights is exposed, blatanLly
and shamelessly.

Racist and anti-labor legislatien,
like the Kennedy-Redino Bill, seeks to
relieve the employer of all responsibility
in regards to hiring undocumented workers
and te turn employers into policemen, must
be e¥posed by all progressive and con-
scientious people. CoA.S.A. sent
hundreds of petitions and thousands of
lectters to Senator Kennedy and Coungress-
man Rodino, has carried out popular pro-
paganda programg anl sponsnred wass ed-
ucational mobilizatinng the
pressive laws and the many injuslices
directed toward workers without deguments.

C.A.S.A, - General 3rotherhood of
Workers is preparing to launch a
NATIONAL CAMPAIGN OF SOLIDARITY WLTH
IMMIGRANT WORKERS combaling not
the repression directed againstL
immigrant brothers and sisters, but all
repression in general including the im-
perialist drugs which find ctheir way into
Lo polson
are drugs

has

against rP-

For
OilLy
J

Our

our communities and our homes
and alienate our youtlh.
brought in by the U.S. government - CILA
ag another tool to divide and create fear
between one sector of our community
against another. Forced sterilizations,
aimed especially towards Latinas,with ics
woots in racism, ig another form of re-
pression which all peop!
against. =

The campaign seeks to expose the
capitalist crisis for what it is and to
expose fascism and its infrastructure
which ie being constructed daily, i.e.
nrban renewal, police beef up programs,
and the c¢reation of specially trazined
armed pelice units. The great majority
of Lelevision programns are from Lhe point
of view of a police mentality. They want
to make people believe thalL witheul the
police crime will overrun us and there
will never be any peace. Protests around
the country which threaten the credibility
of Lhe government are met with the armed
forces aof the state. We need only cite
the Artica Reballion, Wounded Knee, and
the march whieh took place atter the
National lmmigration Conterence last
March in Los Angeles, where several peo-
ple were BGeaten and arreated.

GeAl3.A. leels that ag wlde a base
48 poscible ig necessary to cope with the
prnhlom al hand.

I'mese

e must strugale

Tharafore, the following
concentralted on in our
campaigng L)workers, 2)the popular commu-

seclors will hae

nity, 3students, 4campesinos, 5)intel-
lectuals, and G)the Lefte To help raise
funds for C.A.3.A. and Lhe National Cam-

paigpn, we will sponsor various fundrais-
ers.  If you would Like to supporl C.A.S5.A.
in any way , dnnnrinn.qJ laber ele. ) write

to C.A.S.A.~-Oakland, 3808 E. lL4th BEL
()nkl,and] California.

The rights ol Lhe undocumented wor-
ker must be defended, for it is your
rightg that you also struggle lor. To
defend the immigrant worker is to learn
Lo defend yourself.

UN DANO CONTRA UNO E5 UN DANO CONTHA TOLX
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BREAK DE CHAINS

% % PRISON WORK % %

Henceforward, the interests of one
he the interests of all, for in
~ncrete fact everyone will be dis-
swered by the troops, everyone will
massacred=-or everyvone will be saved '
FANON

here there is unity there is strength”
iz not maeraly an nld warn aur elisha, hub
a truism, a fact. The greatest asset
to the pige in their operations to
destroy us and our work is that our
disunited, lsolated and individual
cfforts make it easy for them
And it is ironie that

we should 1o any way assisc chem 1n
our destructien.
pollcical represeinn dlid succeed in
trancforming some of the methods of

our Tt resultaed in a slow
down in work by some of us, due largely
to fear, mental laziness and libh-
eralism on gur parc. We all know,
however, that the struggle is not now
dead, and never will be. But its

being alive is not nearly enough.

Our struggle must be escalated! Tt

le necegsary, then, that the sisters

and brothers whose sltuationy we claim
te concern ourselves with know

that they have our support. We should
let all political prisoners of the world
rnow that we support their efforts not
only in theoeryv, but in practice ag wall.
Just voice support is not enough. We
must engage a daily struggle against

the fascist keepers and guards of our
warriors. We have to StOp pretendlig

lhe tactics of

resistance.

ta care abour things we're nor willlng
to make real commltments to do something
about. And in so doing, we musr re-
mombetr that ocur efforts will never be
uecessful if we continue to work in

im

must .

sore and more peaple in this
collective struggle.

There are many things that an individual
can do to help in maintaining a constant
watch over the lives of our comrades
that are now held in US concentration
camps.

A. First understand that the
dialectical relationship between
repreggion and resistance means ;

that any revolutionary movement is

going to produce political prisconers.

3. Understand Lhat support of politi-
cal prisoners is a form of self-
defense, for every time the state
arrests someone, frames sSOmeone,
sentences SsSOomMeorne, in fact
attacking the revolutionary mowvelent.

B 1A K -

it is,

€. Build links with people facing trials
or in prisen. And at the samc time
build a link with the comminity so thac

they too, may begin to chow guUppoTL.

Incorporate support for political

prisoners in all mass worlk.

D. We must stop acting like pen—pals

or lovers and present some work in it

By deing this, all af
political respon-

truest forms.
us will develog
gibililcy. 7
F. Support prisoners with pelitical
literature and hcoks, money for
mlssary, legal assistance and any
other work that can gain and push
for a rclease of a prlsener, elther
legally through the courts, or hy
mpans necessary to acquire that
freedom that we all speak of.

above suggostione are importanf
{n reality if we follow through our

commlttments, It 1s regretful chat
v of these prilsoners of war have
rgotten or overlooked. And
" i \:- our unconcern j.‘\ t'll{'::
refard lure to awaken
- % * 1 _': Fi ..I._Ill']i./.l_.
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forget that despite ideclogical
differences among us all, we must
remember the necessity to support
all of those who struggle in

GEORGE
JACKSON :

Settle your guarrels, come topether,
the reality of our sitnatien, uvnderartand
fascism is already here, that people are alrmdy
dying who <ould be saved, thaf generations more

will die or live poor et kali-1lves LF

ered

F you fali Lo act. Do what must be done, discower

quest of liberation for the oppres- perty S i el T Sl -

ged. For it is only through a UNTTED on the torch. Joiw us, give wp your life for
Lhe FeopleE.

Pront of support that our various
battles will someday result In a com=
mon victory for us all.
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NAM

assistance to our Viatnamage people,
Your victerles and atruggle are a
source of gladness for us.

Now, in the South of our country,
there are stl1ll 200,000 politieal
prisouers decained illagally by the
Thieu elique. Qur friend Arlene,
atter her visit to our councry will
certainly tell you about the concrete
situation and struggles of sur
prisonarc. We agk her to embrace vou
all on behalf of the Vietnamese sisters
here. Thank you sincerely for vour
support and enthusiasm. Our rcvol-
utionary love and combatantship to
you. On behalf of our Vietnamese
sisterg, we gend you our most ardent
milirant greetings and highest
expressions of solidarity and siscver-
hood and love,

We dre alwaye begide vou in our
common struggle for peace, justice and
freedom.

THE VIET NAM WOMEN'S UNION®

FROM VIET

TO

LETTERS FROM VTIETNAM TO SISTHERS 1IN
CALTFORNTA JAILS
Dear 3isters,
With great emotlon and deep
avmpathy we have read your letters
brought by Arlene Eisen Bergman, who.
in addition, told us many detailsy
about vour hard conditions and srrug-
gle 1n prieon.

We are very moved and ready
to give our ardent support to all the
sisters who are living under the claw
of the brutal heagt--U.S. imperialiem,
We have a common enemy, dear sisters;
that's why we share our hardships
and happiness. That ie why every
activity against thc cnemy, every
victory won by vou constitutes a
gource ¢f preat encourapement and

* ATTICA *

Fhe ca Prison Rebellion was not an
isolated incident. Most large prisons in
the U,5. have seen major up-risings in the
last five vears, all directed against the
racism, brutality and general degradation
of prison existence. Today there are about
1,300,000 Americans in prison, ninety per-

) l|
S e K A
" There are 5 million active members

in the Viet Nam Women's Union.

Al

racism which is one of the prisons and
socleLys most effective tools for dividing
and contrelling the population. They elected
Biack, lLatino and white prisoners to
negotiate with prison authorities.

One qf the negotiators, Commissioner of
Corrections, Russell Oswald sald that the

changes the prisoners demanded were "one
hundred years over-due'". The one demand
that Oswa’d refused to meet was total

amnesty. This was the test of good faith

ALCLT1

cent of them Black, lLatino and poor white
people from the urban ghettos of America.
In New York State alone, prisoners at

Rikers Island, Queens and Brooklyn houses

of the prison officals, and Oswalds failure
to meet this demand led vto the breakdown of
negotiations,

Nelson Rockefeller, then governor of

of detention, the Tombs, and Apburn Prison
had risen up to bring their intolerable challenge, which the "prisoner's socciety"
living conditions to the attention of the posed to state authority and the prison
people— all before Attica exploded. Prisoners system as a whole. On September 13th, with
fat Auburn in November, 1970 were promisged orders from Rockefeller and without warning
total amnesty, and were beaten gassed and or clear ultimatum, State troopers and
maced in their cells the next day. They prisen guards moved in to crush the revolr.
learned not to trust the promises of the Armed with C§ gas, automatic weapons, and
fStare. shorgung, the oftiecers poured 2200 rounds
Before the Ariica nprising of September of ammunition inte the unarmed men of Attica
g, 1971, the prisoners had made a number rison and their hostages., 43 people dled
of peaceful attempts to change the “ub—human in the assault.
condirions under which they were forced to 43 men cannot be massacred in silence.
live. These attempts were met with broken The state, quickly realising its blunder,
romises and brutality. trled to ecverup by reportihg that priscners
These are the forces thal created the had slit the throasts and castrated several
uprising: hostages. The official autopsy reports-- re-
f1) Denial of humane cenditiens for the leased the next day--proved that all those
srisoners on every level: inedible Food, who died on the 1Jth were slain by police
thower a week, 295 cents a day for wages, buyllets.
inute pdrole hearlngs, vonstant abuge Trying to patch up the first
and brutality by an all-white, swall town attenpt,
curps of guards, no twuman contact wicth their
g oned.
(2) The belraya! of the prigoners
tcempts 4L change had created a sltuation
of total distrust and frustration.
On September Y, 1971, the men of Attlca
roge up to challenge the authorltles who
ere suhjecting them to rhe inhsmane treat-
ent acecorded to prisoners; they dld what
any human being with self-respect would do
undey similar citvcunmstances. 1280 prisuncrs
took over the entire Inscltutlon, hut were
drlven bLack inte D yard and the surrounding
cellblocks, taking 38 hostages with them.
buring the [our days they occupled the

New York State, could not tolerate the

Onc
{ ,I cove L’U.P
the state fabricated a massive
number of indictments apalnst 02 prisoners
of Atticaln an effort Lo portray the prisoners
as barbarians and the state offlcials as
saviours. The Brothers were indicted by an
all white Grand Jury, compused of friends
and relatlves of prison employees. 'The
chiarges carry a maximum sentence of over
60,000 years. covey trom
heing exposed, the state has spent over $9
million to presecute and confine the Attica
Brochere, while the Attlca Brothers Legal
Defense has not recelved one gent of
mUnNey .

Since the Indletmenls came down and
hearlngs Legan the state has used every
D yard, thege men created a goclety and an tactlc possible tou keep cthe ctruth ahout
order which waa organized and disciplined. Attlica from surfaclog. The trlal et two of
They refused to treat their hostages as they the defendants emulates Lhe states practice
treated; the hostages recelved medical Ffrom 1971 to the present.
£, Lhey were fed before the prisoners Charley Joe Pernasllice and Dacajeweiah
|, they slept on mattresses while the were accused of murdering prison giard
ers slept on the ground. Williem Quinn. The defendants were denied

Ove [Came conl. on page /
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both the right te speak in their own defense
and the right to a jury of their peers. Al-
though hoth mon are Natdiva Amayigans, thexe
were no Native Amerlcans on the jury. The
defendante were neot given the right to
interview the jurors., Testimony concerning
conditions in the prison before the uprising:
about the events leading up to the revolt,

and the massacre that ended it were not
allowed. Defense wirnesses were kepL from

tectifying and prosecution witnesses that
were in prison at the time were intimidated

and Fortured into rngtiFying ngningt the men,

Although the defense was rescricted Lo
rthe evente of Saptamber 9, 1t ctrongly re-
futed the case prescated by the prosecutlon.
Testimony was given by prisoners Lhat
charley Joe and Dacajewelah had nothing
te do with the death of %uinn.

In spite ufl the truth, Charley Joe and
DacAdjewelanh were found gullty on April 3,
1975.

What we are now geaing in the Attica
Lrials ls the final desperatie attempt by
the state to shield from being brought Lo
trial those officials who are criminally
responsible for the mass murder of September
13, The state is trylng te force all of
the people who havae been working with and
supporting the prisoun struggle Lo diverc
their time, energy and meney inte long,
expensive trlals. By carefully avolding
charges rhat pecople usually {lentify wich
political tvials, such as c¢ccnspiracy,
rioting, ete. the state 1is hoping that
people will fail cto underscand the polil=
ieal nature ol the charges.

ALt iva hag lcs hilgtorical parallels
at all levals——Wounded Knece, pcoplc in a
ditch in My Lai, 200,000 political prisoners
in Saigon's jails. Attica is testimony to
the fact that the truth cannot be kept
behind prison walls, and that the struggles
of oppregeed people in this country arc one
and the same strugxle; that this siruggle
began long hefnsre the rebellion abt Attica
and that it will continue until victory has
been attained.

* LOS TRES ¥

Alpert Ortiz and Rodeolfo Sanchez, two
of Los Tres, three Mexicano anti-drug
activists who were entrapped and canvic-
ted by the U.S5. government in 1971, were
once again imprisoned March 24, 1975,

The case of los Treg stems from an
altercation in which a heroin pusher was
shot and wounded. The pucher was later
revealed O be an agent of the Bureau of
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs.

TRES
fodoifo

LA 35

Juan Fernandez,

Sanchez,
Alberto Ortiz

and

Los Tres were immediately and
brutally arrested. After 4 Lwo hour
search in which the Pico Gardens housing
projecte in Eagt Loe Angeles were
blocked off whils fedaral and Lansal
police swarmed through. Ortiz. Sanchez
and .Juan Fernandez were surrounded, po-
lice helicopterg hovering over their
headg.

Their trial was an example of the
injustice working people receive and can
expect to receive in this country.
Robert Canales, the wounded agent, teso-
tified that the rhree man knew him only
das Bobby Parker. the pusher.
federal agent. He knew that maintaining
the identity of a pusher would cause Los
Tres to confront him with the ultimatum:
stop dealing drugs or be run out of the

nnt a=s a

Convicted of conspiracy to commit
crimes against the United States itselr,
assault on a federal agent, and robbery
of a "custodian of mail matter, money,
and other property of the United States"
{Jesse James Act), Tos Tres were sen-
tenced by Lawrence Lydick (appoinLee,
ex=law partner, business associate and
perconal friend of Nixon) to a combined
total of 75 years in prison.

Lydick at noc time permitted their
defense of no prior knowledge of Bobby
Parker's real identity., He did allow
improper courtroom tacticg by tha pro-
secutor, such as having the jury scarched
as they entered Lhe courtroom,erearing
fear and sugpicion amang them.

Lydick ¥efuged to halt PRI hounding
of defense investigators {a telony),
stating he did not believe the Federal
Burcau of Investivation would do such
a thing.

8 ")\ 22
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A county drug expert was not allowed
te testify that law enfovcement agencias
cannot deal with the drug problem, that
communities have to organize themsclves
against it. Lydick ruled the testimony
immateyial.

when the prosecutor addressed Lhe
jury, accusing Reodolfo, Juan and Alberto
of being pushers and police killers, of
intending to use money taken from Canaleg
to bail out their "eop killer" friend,
inflammatory remarks for which he provi-
ded no evidence, Lydick did nothing to
stop the prosecuLor or to declare his
remarke "immaterial".

Finally. despite the fact that Can=-
ales had been first to reach for a gun,
the judge did not instruct the jury on
self-defense.

Why this frameup by the government
and ite agency, BNDD, which purportedly
fights drug traffic? How could Los Tres
be conspiring against the U.S. when they
(08 g pushar? ODrugs, like
armies, police and courts, are a form of
repression, intended to destroy resis-
tancae and the cpirit of resistance by
communitics to eppression.

Although familiar fascist methods of
destroying civil rights (dragnelLs, im=
migration raids, psychosurgery, methadone)
are used in the U.S5. today, the imperial-
iste and their government stooges have
not yet resorted to the murdercus terror
that exists, for example, in Chile today.
Their means 0f control are more subtle.

con Frorg a Aar

Drugs provide an answer to the problem
of control. Besides the enormous profits
of drug traffic (possibly $5.5 billion a
year—--the nation's largest consumer import)
addiction means much more. Drugs kill
any kind of social consciousness through
their alienating effects. Drugs separate
their victims from the reality of rheix
life. ‘They ar¢ a means te 2scape the daily
pressure inflicted by a capitalist system
an working people. Smack makes its slaves
politically helpless. Tt makes isolated
outlaws of those who might otherwige lead
the attack against injustice in american
soclety, Faced with the daily horrors of
slum life, many young people turn on to
ecag, directing their anger and frustra-
tions againgt themgelves rather than out-
ward against their oppresscrs. Heroin is
a form of genocide in which the victim pays
to get killed.

1t is no accident that there is an
increace in barbiturates and amphetamines
available among youth., These pills are
products of U.5. pharmaccutical
tions. They overproduce for no
souvrece of distribution than the
market. These companies have a
able interest in drug addiction.

In arcus where political consclous-
ness has begun to blossom, where pecople
arc becoming politically acltive, drug
traffic has been used to kill their minds.
In Watts, Newark and other black commu-
nitice aftor rebellions against cenditions

corpcra-
other
black
profit-

of poverty, druge appearaed in abundance.
In East Los Angcles after mass walkouts
by Mexican youth in protest of the lack of
cducational opportunities and schosl con-

ditions, drugs appeared to kill any further

consciousness.

Fage 7

Understanding this, hundreds of thou-
sands of people united in support of ILos
Tres, against repressive drug traffic, and
against state-enforced exploitation of all
others by the ruling class. After a two
and a haif year campaign the people finally
accumulated 5150,000 to bail the brothers
out.

But when attorneys attempted to depo-
sit the bail, the state said there was no
bail. After Judge Lydick declared thers
was baill, the prosecutor attempted to have
bail increased on the racist grounds thac
Lou Tresy like all Mexicans, wonld aplit
to Mexioo.

Foy avey a wyeoek, hundrods demonstra=
ted outside the courthouse. To the re-
jection of bail, the people demanded,
"Bail now, Erece Ios Tres!" Ta the attenpt
to raise the bail, the penople shouted,

"We want Los Treg ot nowl!"  And +a the
entire framsup and rtyial, the people de-
mandad, "Drap the charges, frec Los Tres!™
And the pecple won. Los Tres were relea-
sed on $150,000 bail in November, 1973.

Since then the cass has heen hafare
the ©.5. Supreme Court on a petition for
EEVACW.

In May, 1974, again due to Lhe nation-
wide support of Latines and otrher working
people, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeal=s
dismissed one of Lhe charges against them,
the Jesse James Act, reducing their com-
bined sentence by 40 vyears.

On March 24, 1975, however, the Su-
prewe Court denied thelr petition for re-
view-—rofused to hear the case. 1In so
doing, the court determined that you need
not know that a person is a federal agent
to be convicted of assaulting an agent and
Lonepiring €0 commit crimes against the
U.S5. government!|

Within hours of the Supreme Court
decision, Lydick, though Los Tres had 25
days to petition for rehearing, revoked
kail and issucd arrest warrants. Sanchez
and Ortiz were immediately picked up by
armed FBI agents.

The whereabouts of Fernandez remain
unknown. Allegedly aseeking him, 20 agsnts
with shotguns, pistols and automatic wea-
pons broke down the doors of the National
Committee to Free Loe Treg office in Sast
L.A.,; phone wires and ransackesd
the place.

A half hour later agents surrounded
the home of Juan rernandez’ motheyr and six

ripped out

plainciothesmen entered the house. Three
agenhts went into the bedroom and pointed
handguns at Mrs. Fernandez (one agent
pointed two gunz at hev) and demanded ghe
tell theam whera Juan was, saying to her
over and over ithal Juan would be killed

if he 4did not turn himgelf in,

That night armed agents again entered
Mrs. Fernandez' home without knocking,
claiming they were going to return any
time they wanted to. Cars parked outside
maintained a continuous stakeout.

The defense, following the arrest of
Ortiz and Sanchez, immediately appealed
the illegal revecation of bail and deman-
ded their relaase from the Los Angeles
County Jail. TIos Tres had a perind of
25 days to petition for a rehearing; during
Lhat time the case remains in the hands
of the Supreme Court. The petition has
been filed. Judge Lydick signed arrest
warrants anticipating a denial. He had
mandate of the casc before him.

The Supreme Court decision and Gestapo
Style arrects of Loz Tres bring us a step
closer to legal conditione of Nazi Cermany
in the '30's amd Chile today.

no

Fascism, made insecure by economic
crisis, workers' unrest and the threat of
liberation struggles, relies on brutelity
to reassert control. fThisg is shown by
court dccisions yiving the police unlimited
Fower and restricting the rightg of pecple,
and military-terroriat arrcuts by heavily
armed police agents.

As terror comes down, the people
fight back. The National Committire to
Free Los Tres has declared a national
mohilization, Corrupl and redctlonary
officials will only respect our constitu-
tional rights to the degree that we demand
them through our words and coordinated
actions. In the Ray Area, culrage al the
return of Los Tres to prison included a
demonstration at the Superior Court lousc
in San Jose April 2,

Information on furthey action can bLe
obtained from tha Committes, 416 So. T+
5t., Los Angeles, Ca. 490033

FREE LOS T

ES111
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A YEAR OF

PRACTICE

"Seize the Time" has been publishing for
one year now. The Staff of STT feels that
the paper has reached a point where summing
up our practice and development 1s necessary
for us to move ahead.

Too often, revolutionaries don't attempt
to Took critically at their practice. They
do not ask themselves: What did we do right;
what did we do wrong; what were the effects;
how do we correct our practice and what should
we acheive in the future? STT thinks that our
readers can benefit from this kind of analy-
515 of STT'e practice.

STT has been aimed at reaching organizers
and activists and helping them build cadre
organizations, both among white workers and
in the national liberation movements. Our
paper has 8 central points of unity. These
have provided a framework {but not a defin-
ition) for the practice of STT. These points
have withstood a year of our work as well as
years of practice by others very well.

They are:
1} 16 unite and provide information and com-
munication for the non-revisionist left.

By non-revisionist we mean those organizers
that understand that American society is
presently based on a corvrupt, dehumanizing,
wasteful, killer sccio-economic system that
will not and cannot benefit the vast major-
ity of people, Further, an egaltarian, col-
Jective, producer {worker} controlled soci-
ety will benefit the vast majoritly of the
people., Transition to this society will not
come about peacefully because of the violent
resistance of the few who now benefit from
the misery of many. Lastly, thosewho suffer
the most now and their struggles will in gen-
aral be the leadership of the social revo-
lution.

Information provided in ocur paper has been
reprinted in Black community newsietters and
in pamphlets for study groups. Prisoners'
gypport committees have been using 1t for
political education. Various Chicano, Asian,
and white study groups have included artic-
les on theirreading and discussion Tists.

In its distribution STT i5 a tool to es-
tabiish political connections. Organizers and
ists have responded well to the paper,

ugh we have not been very disciplined
and clear on distribution. The effect of dis-
tribution in many areas has been to estab-
1ish 1inks between activists who were ico-
lated from one another before. This is crit-
ical considering the chaotic state of the
non-revisionist Teft today.

STT*s successes in this area rests on two
key features of STT. One is its country-
wide viewpoint. The second is STT's focus on
using and develeoping theory to solve the stra-
tegic problems of revolution--how do we org-
anize revolution, how do we make correct
analysis of a given situation, what politic-
al principles should we adopt to really serve
the people? We do not focus on reporting or
stop at analysing an event. We want to help
people to predi¢t and control events--to
win the war.

2) To raice and clarify the level of ideolog-
ical struggie within the revolutionary mov-
erient.

There are currently many different views
on what is the best wav to win the revolu=
tion. The effectiveness of the practice based
in the different views is the key to resol-
vina this struggie. Our job 15 to find out,
analyze and repert such practice, summation,
and theories.

Many of the major articles wWpitten by STT
nave provoked ideological discussion and con-
sclidated ideological positions of previously
unorganized groups. The centerfold in {issue
#2 on Fascism, "Organization of the Revolu-
tionary Movement(#2), "Ideological Clarity
in the Black Liberation Movement(#3), the
series on the vole of the white working class
and wnire revolutionariac(#445) and the ar-
ticle, "Internationalism in the U.$."(#5)
hawe all provoked much response. For exam=
ple, the anti-imperialist caucus in VVAW-WSO
in the San Francicco Bay Area voted to en-
dorse the position of the article,"Struggle
in VVAK-¥S0°(#5), a2 percpective on the 155ues
involved 1n the HU effort to take over VYAW-
WS0.

3} To previde suppert and information for

national struggies within the U.5.

__HUE_EETTE7;ngEL natlonal Torms of struggle
against U.5. imperialisa within the U.5..1e.
Black, Chicano, Narlve American, etc. are the
leading form of struggle here for the present

period.
Buring our year of practice, the Staff of

.
T ¥

&yt

STT has come to believe that, in order to
best organize these struggles, the formation
of united fronts and parties based on nations
within the U.S. 1is necessary at this time. We
do not think that parties or organizations
based on the “"whole multi-national working
class" will effectively organize either TW
or white working people. This concept is at
best idealistic and ignores the empire's
history and at worst racist. Ending national
oppression can not be dismissed until after
socialism because it can't be fully achieved
under capitaliem. Bather, in order to achjeve
secialism, we must destroy Tmperialiem which
which depends on national oppression.

When organizations like the RU put that
kind of theory into practice, issucs such
as busing in Boston get reduced to a ques-
tion of "equal rights", not anti-imperialism
and national liberaticn. This leads to er-
rors like calling for community self-defense
in both white and Black neighborhoods when
it 7s Dlack children who arec being stoned.
Do both U.8. coldierc and Yietnamece neag-
ants have an equal right to self-defense in
Vietnam? And they are hoth part of the in-
tapnational working class.

Police murders of youth are a major issue in
Third World communities,(Protest 1n Atrlanta)

On the other hand, STT has seen organi-
zations based on national struggles build
campaigns involving large numbers of their
people, workers and other claases, They al-
so have won the support of many other TW
and white people, For example, the African
Liberation Support Committee has organized
hundreds of thousands of Black people to
support liberation struggles of African
Blacks and Black people here., CASA, Herman-
dad de Trabajadores, has been working to
protect the right of Latino workers in the
US. This spring CASA began a nation-wide
campalgn against economic deportations,

The Wounded Knee occupation sparked doz-
ens of similar struggles by Native Aweri-
can people. These include struggles to re-
cognlze treaty righte and national gover-
elgnty, to stop the super-exploitation of
reservation factories, to fight the Euro-
pean councepts of private property(prevent=
ing white businessmen from building ware-
houses on traditional burial grounds and
occupying unused lands and bulldings to de-
mand schools, medical centers and cultural
centers, The Puerto Rican Socialist Party
has organiccd both in Puerto Rico and the
US huge demonatretions supporting Puerto
Riean independence. 1n particular, its slo-
gan "No colonies for the Bicentennigl' has
rcached millions of working people who were
unaware of US imperialism.

Filipino, Japanese and Chinese people
generally see themselves as national miner-
ities in the US. Yet even here the necessi-
ty of building & base in national forms of
struggle is made clear as Filipino, Japan-
ese and Chinese organlzatiens have done the
bullk of organizing within that nationality,
It is clear that sosclalist revolution for
éven 4 national minority does not mean 1li-
quidatiam af national culture and orgoniga-
tion, but exactly the opposite.

"Correer" white(and vometimes TW) revelu-
tionaries often attack or dismiss all this
work because 1t involves alllances between
the working class aod middle classes of each
nationality. They maintain that such alli-
ances will inevitably be dominated by petty
bougeols natiomalism, (Unfortunately, they
confuse the lasue by calling the rejection of
their leadership petty bourgeois nationalfam.)
Certainly that 1s a real poasibility, Cer-
tainly there are struggle within every na-
tional movement and organization over which
road to take, ln ALSC it took the form of
"do we only support liberation in Africa
or do we also support liberation here?"
There 1s a etruggle between CASA and UIW
over "do we denounce and turn over 'ille-
gal immigranra' far talking 'US' johe or do
we unite Chicanc and Mexicano workeétrs to
fight job exploitation and deportations?”

This ie peweisely why $TT thinks that
bullding national pazties 1ls the most pres-
sing need of our natiemal liberation wove-
ments. By party we mean a disciplined cadre
organization with both secientifie soeialist
principles and, in this case, revolutionary
nationalism, Party organization would pro-
vide congiatent, working-clase leadarahip
to the mass movement and Its unlred f[ront
organizations, It also makes possible prin-
clpled and realiscic alliances with the
greatest numher of white workers through
Joint work with white working class eadre
organizations.

4) To provide support and information on
the working class movement within the US.

We believe that the working class move-
ment is the basis for uniting the struggles
of the vast majority of people, including
national liberation struggles within the US
and with the wotld revolution. We bhelieve
working class leadership 1s necessary for
the over-all wmovement towards & better aoc-
iety and within each national struggle.
Working people produce not only the mater-
ial basis of any soclety but alsc its his-
tory, culture and technology. For white re-
volutlonaries the main task is to build the
workers' movement in an anti-imperialist,
anti-racist, antil-caplitalist and anti-sexist
way, Por TW revolutionaries the main task
is bring working class leadership to the
natlonal movement.

STT has been weak on discussin the prac-
tice of the working class movemenr. STT
must correct this fault in the future,

We recognize that the working class is
the lsrgest class within the oppressed na-
tionalltliea of the US, We also recognizc
the tremendous power of the proletariat due
to its strateglc placement in relation to
production. Potentially the proletariat dur-
ing a general strike could force the US to
its knees. On the other hand, we recognize
that 1) no revolution has yet been won by
a single class. Alliances between the prole-
tariat and other oppressed classes have been
necessary for seizure of state power. 2) The
specific development of US capitallsm has
led to large numbers of oppressed under and
unemployed people of color. These people
have nothing to lose by revelutien and some
aspects of their coneclousness is more ad-
vanced than that of TW workers. Furthermore,
as the TS capitalist crisls deepans, more
and more TW wotrkers will be thrown out of
work(in sowe citles Black unemployed out-
numbar Elack workers). There must be a func-
tional alliance within the national strug-
gles of workers with and without jobs' These
workers when allied with progressive lumpen
and petty bourgeoisic will provide the main
strategic force for national liberation, It
hag been shown that the best leadership of
the recent liberation wovement has come from
workera, former workers and former lumpens,

{Malcolm X},
W

5) To provide support and information on
the World Revolution,

US lmperialism is a worldwide system,
Revolution againat it has also developed
worldwide golldsrity. The struggles of peo-
ple abroad affect our struggle and vice ver-
sa. Many atruggles hold valuable lessons
for our own developing struggle. So, STT
has also tried to provide documents from
the world Revolution that have gignificance
for our struggle.

The primary focus of our paper has al-
waya been atruggle here - JUCHE, However,
we have found presenting the serics of arte
icles on organlzing the party, united fronte
and internstienal coordination helpful in
suggesting solutions to problems we have
her¥e in the belly of the beast,

Cont. to Pg. 9(after centerfold)
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NATIONAL LIBERATION AND PROPAGANDA

Effective propaganda work must be based
on a clear grasp of the following four
pointga:

1. the definition and role of propaganda in
ouy gtrruggle for national Jiberatien.

2. the various forms of propaganda and the
their relative effectiveness.

3. the type(s) of content most worthy of
emphasis in revolutionary propaganda.

4. possible steps for implementation of
revolutionary propaganda.

Each of these topics will he disoucged
scparatcly in the followiny paragraphs.
DEFTINITION AND ROLE OF FROPAGANDA

Propaganda simply means information and
ideas that are consciously spread. The dis-
scmination of information and ideas is pro-
paganda; rceyardless of who does the dis-
semination, whether the information is trie
or not, or what the ideds are. The New York

essary that some level of propaganda work
be conducted in each of the following
areas:

Print Media includes newspapers., maga=
zineg, newaletters, pamphlets, leaflets,

etc. The relatively low level of techno-
logy required for printed propaganda
makes it a particularly useful form in
revolutionary situations. Print also al-
lows for great flexibility in its means
of dissemination. In cther revolutionary
gituatione, the effectiveness of printed
propaganda nas been greatly inhibited by
low literacy rates. But the relatively
high reading ability of African people in
the United States ensures that literacy
will not be the kind of ohstacle that it
was in the Cuban revoluticon oy iz in the
Mozamhigquan ravalution. ‘—-
vieual P'fopaganda includes films, video

Timag ie¢ propaganda no less than is Muham-
mad Speake or the Rlack Libaratien Army's

stacement "The WAr ol Lhe Flea”. Wa cdl see
that the New Vork Timcs, and the "leglirl-
male" medla in gen;;él, 1g gimply the ene-
my's propaganda apparatus--- if ounly from

obgarving the consicstent and blatant racism
in the coverage of news. The point is em—
phasized here because effective revolution-
ary propaganda work requires that we com-
bat the impact of the oppressor's propagan-
da, which lncludes television, bill boards.
newspapers, magazines, radio, the public
schools, comic hooks, and virtually all in-
formation to which we are axposed. Even
that which we get from our family and com-—
munity has probably passed through cne of
the oppressor's mechanismg listed above.

By understanding the near total extent to
which we are immersed in our enemy's in-
formation and thought patterns (and con-
gequently hie life-style), we can sce Lhe
enormity of the task before us.

Rrother Kwame Nkrumah has identified two
"difterent but essential functions" of rav-
olutionary propaganda. They are: {1) to
subvert the enemy; (2) to awaken and mo-
bilize our people. Given the deqree to
which we have been "americanized" (psycho-
logically if not materially), and the re-
ality that military action does not yet
geem CO he tha most stable or popularly
embraced aspect of our struggle,
paration of these two functicns=--even for
purposes of analysis---is somewhat prema-
ture. Effective subversion of the enemy
can only begin with the awakening and mo-
bilizaticon ¢f our people. Tn atiempLing
to awaken and mochilize our people we mast
see that the distance we have to travel
is not simply from a "neutral" position
to a reveluticnary position. We must re-
alistically ¢onsider the tremendous im-
pact of 354 years of psycholegical opp-
ression systematic and so intense that
a southern senator once boasted before
the U.5. Congress that “"we have succeed-
ed in extinguishing every avenue by which
light might enter the mind of the slave".

While the great majority of cur people
recognize the reality of our oppression,
we do not always recognize the extent to
which we've internalized certain aspects
of ite rationale, Ome such aspect is ec-
onomic higrarchy, which 1s Lhe sLructur-
al basis of our oppreéssion. This idea
will be returned to, hut the point of em-
phasis here is that revolutlonary propa-
ganda must addrees itsclf not only to the
daily changes in conditions and events
which affect ug, but alss to the basic
asgumptions and beliefs that together de-
termine our world view. Az a result of the
propaganda to which we have been ruthless-
ly subjected, our people have a dangeroug-
ly distorted understanding of ourselves,
our situation, and our capacity to make
change. The zele of revolutionary propa-
ganda ig to correct this understanding. To
struggle for positivae education in the
Blagk communicy is in fagr to struggle a-
gainet raciom and imperiatism.

FORMS QI PROFPAGANDA

In discuooing forms of propaganda. we
mast consider both applicable meanings of
the term “"form”: (1) medium. and (2) format.
Woe ochould constantcly experiment to detar-
mine the effectiveness of various media,
and seek to devclop new ones. We must 3lso
understand that our coenclusions regarding
valative affortivenase must -juidc but not
1imie the range ot our work. Given the e=
naymity and complesity of the communica=
tions systems in this country, it is nec-

tapeo; photography, ewc. The major ad=
vantage of visual propaganda is that 1c
vequires the ieast effort on the part of
its audience. 7 it 15 Just brought wlitl=
in the eyesight of an observer, the com-
munication of information and/or ideas
requires little or no initiative on his
part. Photographs can be distributed in
much the same way as the printed word,
but the preduction and dissemination of
fiimg and video tapes have technological
prerequisites that inhibit their use by
revelutionaries. However, these diffi-
culties are not inenrmountable, guite to
the contrary they mist be overcome o
that we can begin production of films
comparable (qualitatively) to "A Luta
Continua", about the national oppressicn
and naticnal struggle uf African penpis
in the U.S.

Audio Preopaganda includes word=of-mouth,
speeches, conversations, and interviecws,
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Visual propaganda: A Black man in the
U,S, carries a poater of an African
liberation fighter made in China, *¥%*¥%

or recordings of any such communication.
Speech is a universal medium within which
language forms superficial boundaries.
The techneoleogy necessary to reproduce the
spoken word is within the grasp of Afri-
can revoluticnaries in this country. The
major advantage of audic propaganda are:
(Lyit does not redquire that the audience
take the initiative to read, but only to
listen, and (2) it is particularly condu-
cive to educational discussions in group
sltuations.

Propaganda Through Art and Entertainment
inecludes music, drama, dance, bBEEEJT““'
painting, sculpture, cartcons, etc. Both
art and entertainment also come through
tha thyraes previnug'!}r listed vatagorics

print, wvisual, and audio) but they are
aaparatad herw becausc of the= crucial
role they {can) play at Chis time. wo

must understdnd that thé cultural basis
ol art and entertainment ¢an make them
political regardless of their content.
Alsn, our callective lack of clarity on
the need for and nature of Yevaluticnary
struggle means that art and entertainment
are the most acceptable forms of politim
¢al propaganda fay sur people at this
time. To prove this point, we need only
consider the tremendous negative impact
of so-called black films such as Shaft,
Superfly, etc.

Commercial Blectronic Media (radio and
television) should be viewed as a geparate
catagory, as they represent an area which
we can only hope to infiltrate with limited
success, but probhably won't aontrol-——in
any sense or aspect---for
come. The enemy carefully controls radio
and television because he recognizes their
powear. Together, they determine the "amer-
ican view" (to which too many of us sub-
scribe). Further, tihe level of technology
required for tLelevision and broad scale
radio communication facilitakes the ruling
clace monopoly of the air waves. Any loop=-
halas in this monopeoly are filled with the
oppressor's laws.

The second meaning of the term "form"
has to do with the style and vocabulary we
use within any of the above catagories. The
acceptability of propaganda to its audie-
nce is the sole oriterion for judging its
format. If our people do net respond to
propaganda because of its form, then the
content is worthless. There are two fac-
tors to consider in determining format.
Firstly, who is the audience? Youth in pub-
lic schools? Young working people? College
students? Community elders? The community
as a wheole? It is important to have a clear
answer to this question. Secondly, what is
the nature of the message we want to com-
municate? If it is just an announc¢ement, it
should be as brief as possible but still
answer all relevant questions (who, what,

some time to

where, when, and why.). However, if ocur
purpose is to explain a particular econ-
Cont. to Page D

NOTE TO OUR READERS

The ncxt article(pages B & C), IMPER-
TALISM AND THE BLACK MEDIA, has been re-
printed from the Black Scholar(Nov.'74).
Due to space limitations, it has heen ed-
ited, However, the last section, starting
from the example of Rlack journalists dur-
ing the Depression and revolutionary jour-
nalists around the world, is intact. We
urge our readers to read the original 1f
pos8ible,

The article was written by the Natlon-
al Coordinating Committee of the "Year to
Pull the Covers Qff lmperialism”,

OF FURTHER INTEREST

THE CONIROL OF MAJOR TELEVSION NETWORKS

ABC: Controlled mainly by the Morgan fi-
nance capital group, Lt owvms ABC TV net-
wotk with 168 affiliates, five televis-
ion statieng And four ARD radis networks
with 1,254 affiliates, It is the largest
motion plcture distribution chain in the
U.S,, owning over 434 Paramount Theatres,
It owns ABC records and publishes several
journals. ABC International has controel-
ling interests in 10 foreign companies
opcrating celevision stations in 26 coun-
tries and its ABC World division direct-
1y owng 64 forign television stations.

NBC: Ceontrolled jointly by the Rockefel-
ler and Morgan finance capital groups,
RCA owmsg all of NBC and is one of the 20
largesat corporations in the world. RCA
produces 1,200 products in mere than 60
manufacturing” piants. RCA owns NBC tele-
vlision network with 215 affiliates, NBC
radic network with 220 radio affiliates,
and five television, six AM and FM sta-
tions, It alse owns Random House, RCA
records, and Hertz Rent-a-Car, RCA is
also a leading supplier of electronics
equlpment for the military and police,

CBS: Controlled by the Rockerfeller and
Morgan finance capital groups. CBS owns
CBS TV network with 247 aFfiliates, CBS
radic network with 246 affiliates, five
television and 14 radio stations, and
Viacom Cable TV. It also owns the larg-
est record company in the world-CES ree-
ords=and Fender Guitar, Holt and Dryden
publishers, Field and Stream Magazine,
Creative Playthings, Memorex. CBS preo-
duces commercial films and tapes and
CRS Labs has developed special techni-
ques for police surveillance and chcmi-
cal/bacteriological warfare.




IMPERIALISM ~ AND

The first step in dealing with
imperialism and the black media is
to understand the precise character
of U.5. imperialism- the principle
obstacle to the liberation of all
exploited and oppressed people. Im-
perialism is monopoly capitaliocm on

a world scale, the domination of the

world economy by large monopoly o9x-
porations. lmperialism developed [rom
capitalism. Under capltalism, che masses
of people are collecrively engaged in pro-
duction of goods and receiwve wvags just
large enough to purchase their naces-
sities.

produced

however, are taken, sold, and com-
eumed ac "profits" by a small group
of oapitaligqtgs who ¢laim "privata™
ownership" aver the fasotories and
other means that were used in the col-
lective process of production. This
leads tu ygreat wealth for the few ca—
pitalists on the one hand, and sub-
gistence living for the masses of
working peeple on the other.

In his rmperiaiism, the Nighest
Stage of Capitalism, Lenin said, " If
1t were necessary to give the briefest
possible definition of Imperialism, we
should have to say that imperislism is
the monopoly stage of capitalism.” At the
base of the world svetem of imperialiem ig
US monopoly cag italiem. That i
porations owned and headguar
the U.5. dominace the world economy
and its peoples, illustrate
this point wlth a brief discussion of
four aspecte of U.S. imperialism and

COYr=-

U.s. monopoly capitalism drawn from
Lenin's discassion,

1- HONMOEOLY: & major feature of the
U.s. and thne world economy 1s that the
production of goods and the wealth is
concentrated in the hands of a few
large corporations. In May 1974,
Fortune reported that the 500 largest
corperations accounted for 65% of the
sales, 76%cf the emplovees, and 79%
of all the prorits of the 1.5 million
industrial corporations in the U.S.

- o g - e - 3 b &
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increase Thelr proiics i9N
ro & record $36.3 billion.
2=-FINANCE CAPITAL: Through an intri-
cate and usually hard-to-uncover web
of mechanisms-outright ownership, in-
terlocking directers(two corporations
"sharing" a director), holding the de-
posits cor managing the employee bene-
fit funds of large corporations- U.S.
financial instituticns and U.S. indus-
try combine their wealth to create the
vast pool of "finance capital" used

to dominate the world economy.

Seven NY banks-led by the Rockerfeller
Chase Manhattan-were among the top 3
stockheclders in 89 of the largest US com-
panies, holding more th i
percentage in E

3- U.§, FOREIGN

opoly C lsm ascounts for the

largast A o

elgn lovcatmenta. In 19572; U.0. 4di

T investments abroad were 594 bil-

lian s B imn highay rvhan the GNP
Canada Big U.S5. morporations made

theoe investa r 20 cor-

purations & of all U.s.
vostmant in all af Western Europe.

j= CONTROL OF MATI RESOURCES AND
EIGH MARKE i [ the above

sk -k wpely capit alism's
hold over rescuzce maxhete; and other
peoule 4in ; : of the world.

In 1970, percentapes of the

profits reported by US oll companies came
Makil-53%, Standard-

from the Third Horld:
497, Teaco-1'1.

The alzive .3 - Incrribag
the strength of U.5. imperialism but
it is also obviocus that isg
in +he midest af a voary Sor

srdalism is
& crisis.
booted

histori-

Internationally, it ls be
out of countries where 1% has
cally exploited resources am! people
at great profits; it is being chal-
lenged by the tremondeuws growth and
davalopment af socialist countrias
and undermined by the competition of
asther rapitaliet ecountries. All of
IOrces are weakening J.S. im-—

L intensifying the domegs=

Flele In tha (ni+ad Utatec.
The most cutstanding feature of
this domestic crisis is the trend to-

ward increasing wealth for the U.S.

THE BLACK MEDIA

ruling class and increasing misery for
the U.S. masses. This has intensified
the struggle between these two forces,
most noticeably in the upsurge of la-
bor strikes. Profits scar while wages
are frozen, and layoffs and unemploy-
meEncs are on the upswing. These devel-
spmants are accompanied by increased
police repression and increased discus-
sion af U.S. military intervention a-
increase in racist attacks
and other Third World

broad. The

ig a main aspect of the
ief disgussion of imper-
the overall context that
13 influencing every aspect of our
daily lives and must be taken into
account as we discuse the mase media
and black liberation.
IMFERTALISM AND THE RISE OF THE MEDIA

One question that we cannot devote
cnough spaco to and urga athare +n An

t historical forces in

gocietry created the mass medla? How
1id it arise and who supported 1ts de-—
velopmeént? ITo angwer thie questlon, the
development of the mass madia in size and
influence is linked te the development
of U.5. i
talism. Cnly ex

g0 iz this: wha

impcrial m and monopoly aapi-
ing, profitable,
and profit gcorporations could
finance the creation and wtilization
of new media technology to more effec-
tively sell its goo to a consuming

public and increase ita profits. Our
study of the history of newspapers,
radio, and teley Iemonstrate the

validity of this point.

Newspapere developed during the
period identified as the beginnings of
U.5. imperialism- the 40 year pericd
of rapid post-Civil War sconomic growth.
Between 1880 and 1910, newspapers
spurted from 3 million te 22.5 in cir-
culation. 1883 was the first year that
advertising exceeded circulation as a
sonrce of revenue, pointing to growing
importance of newspapers to the adver-
tising nceds of a developing capitalism,
kadio got its boost during the post=
World Wa j of Industrial
growth and economic prosperity. Be-
tween 1922 and 1925, radio grew from
400,000 sets per home to 4 million.
While installment buving made it easier
for the average family to afford con-
sumer goods like the radio, the major
obstacle was the lack of a financial
base to make radio turn a profit. When
capitalists recognized the advertising
ial of radio in 1922, radio de-

-
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Television is similar. Because of
the huge profits and government subsi-
dized factories, ressarch and new tech-
nolegy ripped o uring Werld war II,
companies like RCA and Westinghouse
(whose profit increased about 5 times
between 1940 and 1950) could develop
and mass produce televisions at an even
grecater profit during the immediale
poot-war period. The number of tele-
vigiong jumped from 10,000 in 1945 ta
10 million in 1949.

Thus, if the rise of the mass
media is so clesely tied with U.§5. im-
perialism, then we cannnt talk of fun-
damentally changing the character of
the mass media without changing the
character of the entire system which
gave the mass meadia its birth and nur-
tured it into the monster that i1t now is.
WHO OWNS THE MEDIA?

Another essential question that
has been underemphasized in discussions
of black media ie who owme the mnatr im-
portant and the most powerful media
outlets in the U.5. The answer tg this
question will reveal in wheose interest
the mass media industry operates. In
brief, the pattern of ownership of the
mass media is identical to the pattern
of monopoly capitalism in the U.S5. e-
conomy. Ownersnip is cnaracterized by
"media monopolies” and is concentrated
among a few large corporations. Heavily
represented in the ownership of media
are large financial institutions, that
serve to bring the mass media under
the ownership and control of the same

clite U.3. ruling class that owns the
rest ot the erconomy.

h.'eu!;paper_': F. Lupndber wrote in his
80 Familics; {The pressg represents huge
investments, but functions congtantly, whe
ther it {5 commercially profitable or not
because it serves a specific class objective.

This article was prepared in connection with the
call for black intellectuals to unite in a year of
study and struggle around the theme of “Im-
perialism and Black Liberation.” Additicnal in-
formation can be obtained by writing to the Na-
tional Ceordinating Committee, YeEanToPuLeTue
Covers Orr Inpemiarasm (YTPTCOI) Project, P O.
5747, Nashville, Tn. 37208 Responses to the arti-
cle, particularly from black people in the media,

are encouraged

This "class objective" of increasing
its power and its profits are further re-
vealed by two present day trends in news-—
papers ownership: the increasing develop-
ment of local newspaper monopolies and
the growth of newspaper "groups" and
“chalns" which are putting the ownez-
ship of newspapers into the hands of few-
cr and fower people.

The top 10 chain conglomerates include
such powerful syndicates as Scripps-Howard,
learst, Konight, Gannet, Cowles and the Chi-
cago Tribune group(the largest)-ewning l24
Qaily newspapers with a circulation of
ovar 100 milllon. Their power is cven
more extensive: Scri
newspapers and 054 af lnited Press Inter-
national (UPI) and television stations in
Clevelaml, Memphis, and Cincinatti, for
example.

ripps-fHoward owns 17

Hroadeasting:The Digclosure of Corpor-
ate Ownership report of the United States
Senate gives a concise summary of the pos-
ition of US monopoly capitalism as the
dominant force in the US economy and in
the broadcasting industry. After giving
the holdings of such banks as Chase-Man-
hattan, First National City, and BRankers
Trust in the media, the reporl colcludes:

Broadcast companies are often subsid-
companiss that are nolb primar=

ily engagad in broadecasting--Aves, Dunn

jaries of

Bradstreet, Westinghouse, General E-

tric, Kaiser, Pacific Southwest Air...
Eleven banks Rhave wvoting rights to
38.1 % of the commen stack in CBS. Eight
banks have vothing rights to 34.1% or the
common stock in ABC. Chase Manhattan and
Bankers Trust together have vocing righis
tol9.8% of the stock in CBS and 17.4% of
ABC. A third New York bank, Bank of New
York, has veting rights to 7.2% of ABC
stock and 3.3% of CBS stock.
om the above analysgis, we see that

15 mass media is owned and controlled
by US monopoly capitalism. This control
is strengthened by the fact that these
same corporations provide the advertising
revenues to make the media a very profit-
able business=--$10.8 biilion in newspaper
radio, and TV ads in 1968 and
34 billion in telsvision alone in 1972.
Briefly, what doez this control of the
mass media by a small US ruling class
mean? Clearly it influences the kind
of information we receive over the media.
One study reports that 60% of all news-
paper space, 324 of all wmagazine space,
253 of all radio airtime and 22% of all
television airtime is taken up by adver-
tising. Another states that only 203 of
the tvpical daily newspaper consists of
local, national and international news.

There have been many discussions of
the impact of the mass media on the Black
community. Tn a recent position paper ths
Congressional Black Caucus stated, for
cxample: The mass media have faiied mis=
erably in reporting accurately and hon-
estly the day to day news cmanating from
the black community. The media have [ail-
ed miserably to adeguately and accurately
portray black people and black perspec-
tives. The media and its al
falied ro allow equal
Lion necessary for full participation in
a democratic society. The above discussion of
who owns and controle the mass media in
this country--the monopoly corporations
of US imperialism~=should make it even
clearer why the mass media has performed
and continues to perform as it does. It
is not in tha interest of US monopoly
capitalism and imperialism to allow a
true picture of the lives of the masses
of people=-black, Asian, Chicano, Native
American, Puerto Rican, white=--to be pre-
sented in this country. Such truth would
provide too great a push to the already
on=going struggle of the pecple to end
their exploitation and oppression at the
hands ¢f US imperialism. It is with this
knowlege of US imperialism that we can
morc accurately discuss the role of the
black media and 1tz tasks in the Black
Laberation Movement.
THE BLACK MEDIA

There are two aspects to black media,
both reflecting the racism that is an in-
herent component of the rule of US im-
Cont. next page

the

magazine,

lies have also

30cass to informa-




e
perialism: black employmént in the mass

media and black ownership of mass media
mitlare. Rlack people==and women and oth-
er Third World people--are Clearly exclu-
ded from employment and ownership in the
media. The position paper of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus has summed up the do-
cumentation on the question of employment.
It reports that in the newspapey industry
only 4.2% of all employees were black,

and only 1.5% at the professional level
(reporters etc.). In periodicals, only
7.3% are klack with 2.5% at the pronGq—
ional levol. MinuriLy employment in pub-
lic television dropped to 8% in 1971 from
12% in 1970. In the broadcast industzy,
blacks constitute only 2% of all officials
and managers, 6% of all profesccionale, 3%
of all sales workers, but L5% of the la-
horers and 464 of the service workers.

In termg of hlack owmership of medisout-
lets, an identical pattern emerges. There
are about 225 black newspapers in the US,
only 4 dailies, Most are weeklies, and a-
buu£ 157 publish less than once a week. Of
the 7,350 radio stations licensed in thells,
Just over 20 are hlack owned('72) and abat
360 are whitesouned bul "black format" or
"black-oriented'. (For example, arch-conserv-
ative William Buckley vecently bought con-
trol of 3 black-oriented statlens:iWEOK in
New Orleans, WLOK in Memphis and KYOK in
Houston ) Until recently, no blacks have
owned ¢r econtrolled any of the 300 commer=
cial television stations. Black groups in
Detroit, Nashville, Washington and other
cities have now gained ownership or control
of television channels,

Amilcar Cabral, the assasinated forceful
leader of PAIGC in the Independent Republic
of Guinea-Bissau always urged his comrades:
"Hide nothing from the masses of our people
...tell no lies, wask no difficulties and
claim no easy victories,' This must be our
watchword in the Black liberation movement
and our work in the black media. The diffi-
culties are indeed great, Black pecple have
hardly penetrated the decision-making appa-
ratus of the US mass media. The ownership
of Black media outlets is quantitativelval-
most ingignificant when stacked against the
mass media outlets controlled by the ruling
c¢lasa of US monopoly capitaliem:1,750 daily
newspapers, 900 television stations, over
3,000 cable systems serving over 5 millicn
homes, and a vast comples of information
monitoring, gathering and distribution that
ties the entire system together into a co-
berent and powerful whole.

While the difficulties are great, there
have been important successes and advances
in the bdlack media, Foremost is the long
and militant history of black newspapers
since the appearance of Russworm's Freedonis
Journal(1827) and Douglass' North Star(1857)
That black newspapers from slavery Lo the
present have continued to fight for black
liberation in the face of many obstacles is
testimony to its strength and vitality. Most
recently, impovtant gains have been made in
the acquisition of black radio and televi-
sion stations in metropelitan areas where
black people are concentrated. Another im-
portant advance is the success of the Nation
al Black Network{NER), NBN is the first na-
tion wide radio news network controlled by
blacks and programmed for the black communi-
ty. NBN has almost 707 of the national black
community. In March '75, it is scheduled to
initiate the NBEN Wire Service to provide
continuous information feed to radio, news-
papers, magagzines and television outlets,

The appearance of radio stations on sev-
eral black college campuses, community-
based stations like "Radio Free Georgia
(WRFG) in Atlanta and the growing influence
of radical black papers like the African
World are all significant, Finally, we can
not underestimate the importance of the in-
creasing number of serious and committed
black people who are acquiring training and
skills in and are entering
the mass media wanting tc "do something for
Black people."

As we sec 1L, however, the pervasive
strength and influence of US imperialism
and its vontrol over the US economy and the
mase media makes the question of the quan-
tity of the black media much less import-
ant than the quality of the work of the
black madia and Black journalists., In othery
words, it is net a question of more black
"Cronkites" ar "Barbara Walters" and not
the impossible goal of a hlack "CBS", What
is dwportant is that Black pecple in the
media begin to play & more active and com-
mitted role as workers in the Black libera-
tion movement-doing the right thing with
what we got,

BLACK MEDTA & THE BLACK LIBERATION MOVEMENT
Given all of the above consideratiouns,

what is the role of the black media in the

black liberation movement? The

communications i

correct

an-

gwer cannot be 'dreamed up", nor should it be
expected to fall from the sky. The correct
anawer will come only by serious study of
what the black liberation movement is about
-what are the main forces trom which black
people must be liberated. A starting point

in this analysis is the study of the concrete
conditions of the ma ses of black people and
a commitment of black journaliste to unself-
ishly serve the masses in the struggle for
liberation, (Ed. note: The original included
a description of 1973-4's economic conditions
for working people, esp. Black, These have
worsened for 1975.)

Brother Gil Scott-Heron clearly and accur-
ately sums up the peint of this brief analy-
sis in his powerful "Hz-gate Blues': we are
"watchilug the price of everything socar and

hearing complaints because the rich want more;

the dollar is the enly thing we can't inflate
while the poor go on without a new minimum
wage."

Two examples help us gain clarity on the
role of the hlack journalist in today's strup-
gle: the work of black journalists during the
Creat Depression and the role of journallsts
in revolutionary struggles in Africa, Asia
and Latin America,

The present crisis can be compared to the
earlier crisis of imperiallsm beginning in
1929, called the Great Depression, From 1929
to 1933, the US economy was alwost 507 less
productive, employment in non-agricultural

industries had dropped by 9 million, unemploy

ment rose from 3% to 25%, corporate profits
dropped from $10billion to $1billion and the

average hourly wage dropped to 44¢. For Black
the situation was enven worse with black unem-
ployment persistently twice that of whites; 60%
in Detreit and 1357 in Houston{white rates were

327 and 18%). This racist attack on black
workers was a well-designed and well-imple-
mented policy to divide black and white work-

ers and prevent a united struggle of all thos
who were suffering against their common explbiter

What was the response of black journ-
alists during this period? TFrom T. Viancent's
anthology, Voices of a Black Nation: Politi-
cal Journalism in the Harlem Renalssance,
we can review the work of black journalists
and answer this question, George Padwore,
an active journalist, sums up the clear un-
derstanding of most journalists during that
period that a real and important problem ex-
isted, and that they had some notion of its
basic causes. He said,'Never since the days
aof chattel slavery, when millions of hlack
men and women were brutally torm from Afri-
ca and enslaved on the plantations and in
the mines of the New World were Negro work-
ers faced with such misery as today."

"Millions of these toilers and their
families are starving in every town and vil
lage in Africa, America and the West Indies
due to the greatest crisis which world ca-
pitalism has ever experienced,"

Many of the important black leaders of
this period actively sought "the power of
the pen" to agitate for solutions to the
problems of black people and which existed
for the entire society.

DuBois' Crisis, The Hessenger of A,
Phillip Randolph and Chandler Qwens, Cyril
Eriggs' Crugader and the [larlem Liberator,
the Challenge of William Rridges, Garvey's
Negro World, and Robert Abbott's Chicago
Defender ~ by their activity and even by
the militant ring of wany of their names -
tell us that black journalists saw them-
selves and their work as integrally linked
with a militant black liberation struggle,
They were outspoken in their views on many
important issues-support for equal oppor-
tunity in all areas and full political
rights, abolition of forced segregation,
opposition to capitalism and imperialism,
support for socialism and the radical poli-
tical parties working to improve the condi-
Ltions of black people, support for a mili-
tant trade union movement, opposition to
the war, defense of black culture and many
other aspects of the lives of black people
which were under attack. Such strong opin-
ions were not without consedquences. For ex-
ample, Cyril Briggs was fired [rom the Am-
sterdam News for an anli-war editorial he
wrote in 1918, We are familiar with DuBois'
trouble with the conservative leadership
and sponsors of the NAACP, leading him to
resign from Crisis in 1934 .

Last, the black journalists during this
period were very active in the black liber
ation movement. Some were actively involved
as vrganizers for black organizations, oth-
ers were in radical political parties, a
few were teachers and researchers into the
conditions of black people,

The role of journalists in the revolu-
tionary struggles ol Africa, Asia and latin
America also provides ideas about the posa-
sible role of journalists in the black Lib
eration movement. Some people question the
importance of studying the struggles of oth-

Y people L0 dereal the Same Ud lOperiari=Eo
that we are struggling against. Amilcar
Cabral tells us why the black liberation
struggle 1s an integral part of the world
anti-imperialist struggle:

"Imperialism is one, therefore the
struggle againat it is one, and our people
are aware of this, even the children. We
want all the world to be aware of this, so
that all fronts of the struggle become
stronger everyday and so we all work toge-
ther for the active unity of the anti-im-
perialist forces, since the imperialist en-
emy knows how to maintain his unity in con.
froncing all those who want to free themselves.

Kwame Nkrumah, another leader of Afri-
ca and former President of Ghana, was very
clear on the role of the press in the strug
gle for African independence: I'"The truly
African revolutlonary Press does nolL exist
merely for the purpose of enriching its
proprietors or entertaining its readers,

It is an integral part of our society with
which its purposes are in consonance. Just
as in the capitalist countries, the Press
represeénts and carries out the purposes of
capicalism, so In revolutionary Africa our
revolutionary African Press must present
and carry forward our revolutionary purpose;
this is to establish a progressive politi-
cal and econeomic system upon our continent
that will Iree wen lrom want and every
form of injustice, enable them to work out
tbeir social and c¢ultural destinies in
peace and ease,"

Expanding on the role of the journalist
in Africa, Nkrumah included help "to defeat
imperialism and hailing those who advance
the revolution and exposing those who re-
tard it." He concluded: "We do not helieve
there are necessarily two sides to every
question; we see right and wrong, just and
unjust, progressive and reactionary, posi-
tive and negative, friend and foe, We are
partisan,

The theme of the journalist as an ac-
tive participant in the anti-imperialist
struggle emerges from Asia. Speaking to a
conference of the International Organiza-
tion of Journalists, Kim Il Sung, leader
of the Korean people, told the delegates:
"Progressive journalists of the 5 cbntincnt&
wield your powerful revoluriOnary pen and
sternly condemn US imperialism," He goes on
to say, ""The progressive journalists and pro-
gressive publications-the advecate and propa-
gator of advanced ideas and the mouthpiece
and organ of pulic opinion-play a very in-
spiring role in the social revolution and
construction,-

WWhen revolutionary consciousness of the
populat masses is enhanced throuzh the ener-
getic writing activities of progressive jour-
nalists on the ideological front, thev will
fight more tenaciously to crush US imberial—
ism, the heinous enemy of mankind ™

“It is a true revolutionary task of the
progressive journalists of the world to ac-
tively suupert the people in all regions and
all countries in rheir struggle against the
imperialist forces of aggression headed Lv
the US imperialists."

From Latin America and the Caribbean comes
a similar message, Meeting under the theme
"for s wilitant and creative journalism " the
3rd Congress of the Jourmalists of Cuba in
July 1974 adopted a f{inal declaration which
reflected their spirit of struggle for a het-
ter world: "Love of, dedication and faich-
fulness to the cause of the working clasgs
are indispensable prerequisites for ieurnal-
ists in our spciety ™ .

"fhose whe have net plunged fully inte the
tasks of the creation of our new sbc!etn can-
not write about them. The journalist is_nnt
an idle spectator passively watching theworld
go by; rather he is an active participant in
the happenings around him, having te mold
them to his and others' benefit. As a part of
the people, the iournalist is an active pro-
tagonist of tlic Revolution "

"The chance to interpret the social rea-
lity in which we live, the ability to cortri-
bute to its revolutionary transformation by
gulding and educating the masses and the wo-
ral authority to de this, are integral parts
of the work of Lhe journalists, and he func-
tions only from the basis ol a personal at-
titude of tull identification with rhe revo-
Jutionary tasks, both in thoushr and setion”

fours is an anti—imperialisi press. W
journalists are soldiers in (he trench ot
the peoples that are struggling for their
true independence and against all forms of

national and c¢lass domination in any part
of the world."

Such are the powerful messages of the
journalists of Africa, Asia and Latin Amer-
lca. The etfectiveness of their work, the
depth of their committment and the succes-
ses of their struggles for a hetter societ
is a tremendous challenge
work 11 i
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n we should carefully consider the

h a VI ulary of the statement and

ittempt to match them with the habits of

ur target audience. The question of enter-

15 equally important for art and
tertainment, which must reflect the ever-

angling sltuation, but retain its cultur-

1l basis and promote the national identifi-

cation of African people in the U.5. Final-

ly. the correct format for any situation
an only be determined by knowing the peo-
ple with whom and for whom you inlend to

wark .

THE CONTENT OF REVOLUTIONARY PROPACANDA
Even before discussing the speciflic to-

pic of any piece of propaganda, It is pos-

sible to identify the following
istics as essential:

1. Revolutionary propaganda must emphasize
the national character of our situation
and promote unity ameong African people.

?_. Revolutionary propaganda must include
and emphasize the need for working class
leadership of our struggle.

3. Revolutionary propaganda must advocate
organized resistance by the masses by
any means necessary .

4. Revolutionary propaganda must explain
and provide suggesled solutions to the
conerete problems facing our African
natien.

5. Revolutionary propaganda must connect
long-range analysis and soluticng to the
day-to-day reality of our people.

6. Hevolutionary propaganda must constant-
ly identify and attempt to izolate our
=nemies {i.e. racism and imperialism).

In addition to the above characteristics,
the following concepts need particular em-
phasis at this point in our struggle. We
must explain that economic hierarchy in
general, and capitalism specifically, are
the structural basis of our oppression. As
we identify these enemies we must endorse
gsome form of govialict ocoonomirs as the
only alternative.

The guestion is not onc of "isms" or
some "foreign™ model, but simply a matter
of recognizing that wilh respoect to econ-
omics Lhere are basically two wavs to or-
ganiz endoree

character-

F

mination. The concept of socialist revo-

lution must be brought :ngﬂkﬁuv with the
reality of our national oppression and
national struggle. Among cadre and advan-
fed activists these two forms should be

oxpanded by using the concepts of dicta=-
torship of the proletariat and war of
national liberation. In a strugale where

the great majority of our people are wor-
s ::I.i'lHSr

the ultimakte form of socialism
that will quarantee true freedem and power
gor the workers 1s the dictatorship of the
letariat, Errunggles in which national
frossion is the key element, the organ-
‘Zaticnal fomms of the national liberatien
war (Mat nited Pront, National
berar BEC) are mogt appropriate.

e Tepa hese concepts for pur-
= f diebate"” has left each
4 = apainl e f gulding our struggle

e = , W rt the
actl ! wl
are strugg = .
migt clarif ® relal 32 e L
litical and militar ng

bloodshed, war is politics with bloodsghed.”
The most meaningful way to support Black
Law { Black lLaw is a set of concepts dev-
EIB?ed by Black revolutionaries that out-
line a set of social relationships appro-
priate for developing revolutionary soc-
iety. Included are such concepts as;col-
lective decision-making, criticism/self
¢ritisicm, social relationship between
young and c¢ld and men and women, etc. The
originators of the concept always assumed
that these set of concepts, if implemented.
would have to be defended militarily be-
zausa they are in direct conflict with
present police order.)and its defenders

is tn promote the realization that African
in America and around the werld,

Tn this way, we can relate the
inevitability of armed struggle in this
courn importantly we must make the
is at stake. If African
people in this country do not unite, nat-
ional genocide is our most likely future,

pEoDle

DAy

are® at war.

point that survival

IMPLEMENTATION OF RFVHLHTIDN?RY PROPAGANDA
This section will touch upen twe top-

lce. Firstly, a brief liat aof suggestiong
in each of the propaganda categories’men-
tioned in the di ion of forms. Second-

lmplicacions of un=-

ly, a commant on
dertaking

revalnt lonary propaganda work.
irea of propaganda in which
mpt to develop maximum self-
15l ditbo machine is a good
and shouldn't be too hard to lo-

investment
cate. A mimecgraph is one step better. We

should cultivate access to Xerox machines
through schools, hospitals, and businesses.
press is probably too expensive
to be worthwhile unless manpower and pri-
orities make 1t possible to develop a
printing operation that will serve other
community groups on a non-commercial basis.
A commercial printing operation. like any
attempt to run a "revolutionary" business
in monopcly capitalistic America, will
probably be consumed by its inherent con-
tradictions.

Every African community should have
a newspaper that it owns and controls.
Becausge a revolutionary political posture

may cut advertisino and all supporf from
{(Black} businecss community--to zero,
we dhiould be prepared to start with a ser-

Illustration by Viet-
namese artist fpr a
story written by Ho
Chi Minh in 1922. The
story was written to
teach Vietnamese peo-
ple about the nation-
al liberation strug-
gles of Africa.

- -

ies of leaflets, the regular newsletters,
and then a newspaper, but only atter some
degree of stability has been achieved. A-
mong the most important aspects of a rev-
olutionary community publication is its
consistency. It is also important that
local communities make inputs into prog-
resgive Africal publicaticons that receive
broader circulation such as The African
World and Muhammad Speaks. As printing-
capacity develops, postara, and then pam-
bhlets can be produced and distributed.
Posters should be put up with the inten-
tion that they stay long enough to be seen.
Use wheat paste or evaporated milk, being
careful net te antagonize community resi-
dents by "defacing” their property.

In using the bourgeois print media,
contacts are the most improtant thing. we
should identify people in kev positions
and maintain favorable, on-going relations
with them. Press conferences should be
called only when absolutely necassary. If
you call one that is judged "unnewsworthy"

Lhe bourgeois media, you can expect
ie or no coverage of the next one.

group teaching situations. We should take
advantage of the films available to us
through organizations such as Newsreel and
Tri-Continental Films (Berkely). It should
not be difficult to locate a teacher in
the community who will borrow projectors
and other equipment through her or his
school, The ulitmate aim in this area of
work (as in others) is self-reliance. As
always, we should start from the ground
and work up. Film production is readily
within our grasp if we avoid a "Hollywoocd"
mentality. A Kodak Super-8 movie camera
can be purchased for less than twenty dol-
lars. Slide shows accompanied by music
or speech (taped or live) are alsc pow-
erful.
Audio Propaganda consiste mainly of
recordings of speeches, interviews, con-
versations, etc. Such recordings are al-
ways good for purpose of education and
documentation., Cassette tape recorders are
readily available in most Black communit-
ies. People working in sSchools and depart-
ment stores ¢an often provide tapes. Speech-
es and interviews should also bLe transc-
ribed and distributad in printed form. Car
caravans through the community using por-
table public address systems are also an
effective means of publicizing rallies,
demonstrations, etc.
Propaganda through Art and Entertain-
ment should be consclidated arcund a cul-
tural centet in every African community.
The range of propaganda work in this area
is limited only by our initiative and cre-
ativity. The key to effective work through
this medium is to develop a core group of
people who can synthesize and project the
day-to-day realities of our lives and our
struggle.
In the commercial electronics media,
we will probably remain limited to three
tactics: (1) infiltrate production and
broadcast organizations at whatever levels
possible, (2) manipulate bourgeois news
coverage, based on our knowledge of its
counter=-revolutionary motive, and (3) ex-
ploit the peolitical contradictions in the
media (e.g.,"liberal=conservative") ,under-
standing that these contradictions are
clearly secondary to those that pit us a-
gainst the bourgeios media as a whole.
The ruling class will not sit idly by
if revolutionaries can swecessfully put
out the above type of propaganda. All the
repressive machinery of the state will be
brought to bear on those who attempt to
help our pecple for revoluticnary struggle.
History has proven this. Johnson said that
one of his only two mistakes was not ins-
tituting censorship. Under the increasing-
ly fascist Nixon regime, continued with
Ford, censorship of even the bourgeoils
press has become commeonplace. Fascism will
guickly force all truly revolutionary prop-
aganda underground. The alternative to not
going underground when the conditions war~
rant will be the destruction of the rev-
olutionary propaganda machine.
Thercfore, there are three areas whera
people must scientifically prepare if they
wish to engage in revolutionary propaganda:
1. Their propaganda must reach the level
where our paople will protect it because
they realize that the propaganda is vi-
tal to their interests.
2. We must be prepared to defend our
propaganda and program.
3. We must be able to submerge ourselve
among our people as a fish swims in the
sea.

CONCLUSION

Lastly, we must be clear on the hist-
orical role of propaganda teams. In China,
they became an integral part of the Red
Army; in Vietnam they were the basis of the
National Liberation Army. In the iInited
States, propaganda units will link up with
oLther cadre collectives to form a Black
revolutionary party quided by revolutionary
gcience (Marxism=Leninism). Propaganda cad-
res and organizations should be striving
with all other comrades to build such a
party. A revelutionary party to coordinate
all revolutionary work and lead the people
in struggle is the key element missing
From our struggle. In the meantime we must
diversify and popularize our propaganda
work to make it as effeclive as possible,
Revolutionary Propagandists have a key
role to play in the Black Liberation strug-
gle. We must bring the messgage of revolu=
tion te our pecple, subvert the enemy and
teach each other the science and practice
of revolution. We must be competant if
our people are to win.

A LUTA CONTINUA
FOPULARIZE REVOLUTIONARY PROPAGANDA
BUILD A BLACK REVOLUTICNARY PARTY




Cont, from Pg, 8

6) To provide support and information on
P,0,W,/prisoner struggles.

U8 soclety has made many people "ecrimin-
als'" under its laws. Many are guillty of be-
ing poor, johless, non-white and/or unwil-
ling to starve and beg. We say the lmprison-
ment of people for these reasons 1s a vici-
ous crime itself., The expoasure and profSeécu-
tion of those who benefit from this crime
against the people ig necessary for the
formation of a better soclety. The struggle
of the victims of this crime is an integral
part of that process,

Orher DOW'e are politieal prisonere -
those whose spirit, thought, leadership and
actions amang the people ware ss great a
threat to things as they are that the rul-
ers of this country felr 1t necessary to
foreibly separate them from the people. We
muct support these comrades,

STT understands that in the prieons ase
¢verywhere else, contradictions ameng the
oppressed exist. The prisons try to enforce
a more viclous armogphere of dog-eat-dog in-
dividualiem and geng mentality than else=
where in this sovelety. We hope our prined-
pled support and consistent information of
POW struggles will help overcome rhose con-
dlitlons. STT has trled to develop working
ties with prisoners and support committees.

Lastly we have tried to emphagls that
the struggle in the prison should be linked
to community etrugples and the over-all move-
ment towards revelutlon. Iwportant Indivi-
dual struggles can be won only by involving
the people and connecting that struggle to
other struggles. Indeed, the entire prison
eystem can only be abolished by the estab-
lishment of a new society.

7) To provide dialectical criticism, sup-
port and information un the clandestine
movement within tha US.

We believe what Dharuba Moore says,
"Either it(revolutionary armed struggle) is
supported everywhere, or it is not supported
at all™, It 1s hypocritical to support armed
struggle only in Africa or Indochina or Uru=
guay, We cannot lgnore the attacks of US lum-
perialism on the livees end welfare of people
here, We cannot ignore its attempts to des-
troy revolutionary mass movements.

STT has set aslde a secrion ecailed "Mes-
sages to the People". This has included com-
muniques on the political reasons for clan-
destine actions, denials end denouncements
of certaln actions and political statements
from clandestine organizations. In the past
we have been careless In stating why we in-
cluded some articles and in investigating
the effect actions had on mass organizing.
Our readers have pointed this deficiency to
ue, We will be trying to preface articles
with explanations and explain more fully
our view of different clandestine organiza=-
tions and actions, However, we are also re-
luctant to make statements if we think we
do not know enough. We cannot and will not
reject or condemn violent clandestine action
out of hand,

8) To provide support and information for
the liberation of women,

Women are half of humanity. They cannot
be beld back while the struggle against oth-
er forms of oppression moves forward, US im-
perialism often directs ita attacks on IW
and poor people against the women - sterilia
zatlon, welfare, birth control, proetitu-
tiom, drugs and US milltary-sanctioued rape
and prostitution. As 2 result, women are
also prominent among our freedom-fighters
Everyone can learn from their determination,
leadership and love for the people.

When STT first started publishing, there
was no separate seetion on the liberation
of women, A letter frem a reader criticized
this "eversight! It was actually a pollti-
cal error. The staff unanimously apgreed to
gtart the seetion "From the Sistera". We are
very happy we did so. Many ant{-imperieliet
women organlzers have been able t6 contri-
bute, make useful criticisms snd muruslly
develop a bettar underotanding of the rela=
tionghip of women's srganizations and strug-
gles to the averall mevement and to national
liberarion strugglea.

SIT has dlso tried to ineraase recogni-
tion of the differemces between the condie
tions of struggle for white women and TW
women. We hAave heen consclously trying te
tesolve the problems created when peaple
mistakenly make those diffaranees ints con-
tradictions by trying to ignore tham Far
cxomple, white feminists in peneral battle
fer birth contrel and abortion as the right
of womem t¢ control their own lives rather
than men or imstitutional religion. But TW
women often oppose sterilization, birth

control and abortion programs as a comsci=
ous govermment attack on thelr people's
existence,

Both positions are éortrect in the speci-
fic sltuation.Applylng one solution to both
sltuation 1s what produces antagonisms.

These are the principles "Seize tha Tima"
has developed and applled over the past yearn
They are the basis for understanding our re-
lationship to other forms of propaganda and
other ferms of organization, and our future
direetion,

SEIZE THE TIME'S RELATION TO OTHER PAPERS

1) Community Newsletters

STT as a newapaper does not exist in a
vacuuw. In fact, we depend on the existence
of other kinds of revolutionary news media,
Organizers sliould try to develop local com-
munity newsletters to distribute to 81l the
people they work with Qur paper ig not
meant to he a mass paper in 11g focus, die-
tribution or language. STT wéuld like to
receive community papers because we use them
to provide examples of atruggle and organi-
zation to other organizers, A number of
theae papero from different reglons also
glves us an over-all pergpectivo af the move-
ment .

2) National Liberation Newspapers

STT also thinke that specific naticnal
liberation struggles should develop nation-
wide newspapers for their people, An éxam-
ple of sorts would be "Muhawmad Speaks" for
Black people, except with reveolutionary po-
litice. These papers would be most likely
published by the national united frent 6 just
as South Vietnam in Struggle is published by
the Naticnal Liberation Front of South Viet
Nam({NLFSVN) . Such papers would help tig to-
gether the nationzl movement in various ecit-
ieg and regions, They would be able to glve
much more emphasis to specific conditions,
analysis and strategy of that nation than a
paper like STT, They would also reach more
people of that nation than would a paper
like STT, 1ncluding advanced and middle peo-
ple as well as cadre and organizers,

3) The White Revolutionary Movement

A gimilar relationship would exist be-
tween a paper like STT and white revolution-
ary papers published by essentially all
white cadre organlzations. The newly an-
nounced "Osawatowie" of the Weather Undar-
ground is such a paper.

A paper like STT would alsc be necessary
to provide white organizers with a grasp of
what IW movements are doing, written by TW
people, and vice versa.

RELATION OF PAPER TO POLITICAL ORGANIZING

1) Cadre Organizations and Parties

STT 16 net officlally affiliated with
any established cadre organization. We en-
courage the formation of national libera=
tion parties and white cadre organizations.
We want our staff members to join such or-
ganlzations or be sent by the organizetions,
and represent those organizations' politi-
cal views in the paper. In the future we
would like to see such a paper become affi-
liated with & joint council of various or-
ganizations,

Our staff st thig point includes people
who have been in early forws of cadre organ-
lzations and people who are now engaged In
collectives ot serioua revolutionaries in
various kinds of wass work. All of our
etaff do varlous kinds of wass organizing
including national libecration movements,
trade union, workplace, prison, women's
movement and codlitions on epecific ilsgsues.
Although it has been difficult, and we have
not alwaye succeeded, we have tried to Le
democratic and flexible with the basic po-
litical principles of the paper. We have
and will eantinue to print artieles that
ineclude different strateégic approaches to
the revolution.

S5TT hag reslly felt the need to work
with cadre organizations, particularly
those representarive of national liberation
movemantg, We have made political mistakes,
wostly of emisgsion, because we are lacking
consistent imput. This has been particular-
ly avidaent with the Chleano/Mexicene meove-
ment . Far axample  in our articles on organ=-
ization we did not take into accoumt the
higtery of organizing of Chicancs and Mexis
canof. We did not recognize the relstive in-
dependence of that moyvement from evants guch
a8 the gplit in the Black Pinther Party
which did heavily affectborh Black and white
revelutionery movements.

2) NWationel Liberation United Frents and
Mass Orgenizing

We encourage the formation of national

liberation fronts within the US. STT's rela-

rage 9

tionghip to linited Fronte would be indirect

as we are a theoretical journal aimed at ca-
dre level organizers. We encourage the for-

wmatlon of national liberation papers written
by the political organization of the UF.

We also recognize that there are forms of
organizing on specific isaues that cross na-
tional lines based on working class leader-
ship, ie. economic issues, labor and union
work, prisoner struggles, military organiza
ing.(These issues include organiring on na=
tional Tines ss well,) In these struggles
we hope to:

1. Sum up conditions and practice,

From that develop practical thaory
In order to propese over-all strategy
Enspurage practical unity/alliances
through this work.

3) organization within Seize the Time

The princlple feature of organization
within STT 1& the forwation of a TW Btaff &nd
8 white otaff, Bach has dcveloped workreams
to help with production, distributisn, con-
tributions and eriticiem of the paper, The
separate teams have aliewed ua to really pay
close attention to developlng specific as-
pects of natioena] libaration gtruggles and
the white working class movement. We feel
that this has enabled STT to avoid the vague.
neas and idealistic generality of newspa-
pers pul out by multinational cadre organi-
zatlons based on the "unity of the whole mul-
tinational working class".

STT 1s faced with other kinds of problems
Mestly, it has been difficult at times to
coordinate the practlcal activities of the
sraffe and find time for both work in spect
fic movements and the paper. It has require
dedication when enthusisaw falls to a low
point, However, these problema can be worked
out by practice.

2,
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FUTURE DIRECTIONS
1) Politiecal content

In working with organizers STT finds that
the more general theoretlec articles have been
helpful, but we now must go further. Speci-
fically, we have been asked to focus more on
mass organizing in line with the rising tide
of popular struggles. We intend teo make our
content more issue/problem oriented te help
organizers and activists. This includes plan-
ning the centrel theme of the paper ? and 3
1ssues in advance. It Includes announcing
those themes in preceding issues to give peo-
ple a chance to make well-thought out contri-
butions.

Busides the central theme of each issue,
specific sections of the paper need strength-
ening - "From the Sisters" and "Class Strug-
gle". We need to develop more ties with or=
ganizers in those ereas and really be more
conscious of politcal eontent.

2) Organizational Objectives

Two major weaknesses now are our inconsis
tent and unsystematle publishing and digtri-
bution. Both really hold back what we feel
to be essentially good political content.
What good 1s content if it doesn't reach pes
ple? This whole area of distribution will
be STT's mzjor focus in the coming period
of practice;

4{“A newspdaper is not only a collective
propagandist and collective agitator,
but alsc a collective organizer, In
this respect 1t can be compared to the
scaffolding erected around a bullding
in eonstruction; it marks the contours
of the structure and facilitates com-
munication between the builders, per-
mitting them to distribute the work
and to view the common results a-
chieved by thelr organized labour !
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SEIZE THE TIME is available on a
subscription haria. Pleaae gend requests
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100 copies and over -$ |, 20¢a,

Pleagse send blank money orders for amount
of purchase, Please do not send echecks.
SETZE THE TIME is frec¢ to prisoners.
Thank you,

We aak thet people and organizations
conaider exchanging, subscribing and/or
distributing papers. We welcome news re-
perts from peoples' struggles, articles,
letters, poems, artwork and cartoons.



PROPAGANDA
AND PEOPLES’ WAR

Ly the IRA, 1954
esslul guerrllla operacions invalve
i 1t is the quallty of thelr re-
to the enemy and suppoert tor the
which in the end wlll be the
factor. The puerrillae arae the
cuu 0f Lhe people's resistance.
fnet, a guerrilla force will be un-
¢ o operate In an arca where the
hastile to its alms. And it
he remembered always that 1t 1s the
pnln whn will bear the bruni of Che
lalory measurcas.
weordingly there should be constant
ubact roordinarion botween the
rrillas and the loecal population.

in wan be done by

ile arc

W5 rueLa

auned

(1} Revrulting voluntecrs for columns
popularion of territory in which the
ig aperaring.
ivil committeca
the paspla whase funerinn in would
Aplrate agatnst the oppressol, gel
¢ra tor pucrrillas, orgdanlie
ror columne, provide trans-—
n tor guerrillag, lead rhe
a campainn of active and passive
o ro enemy oaccupation.
¢ puerrilla agents working among
population collecting information

Li=e ol polirical

of part—time guerrillas who

pue in civilian occupations yet

“or ackive service when called
ompanies would be Luilt
reserves when the occasion

ip- liason between guurrillas
uch time as 1t was per—
ple sulfer undern enemy

ing the guerrillas the

protect cthe people.
MATION

build up the resietance of the people
rogquirad p:”ﬂi neagdge more than
1] i The aims of

rilla activity.

the move-

rised., the ob

information is actually
ton. Part of rhe education

Informatlon must be factual to bulld up
confllence ameng the people in the natienal
What 1t must do 1s this:

(1) Glve the people tenaclty to stand

novement.,

up to the enemy by showing them the struggle

is worth while and necessary.

They must
atruggle will be victorious in the end--but
that the end depends on them.

(2) Get world public opinion behind the
Just flght of the people.

(3) Undermlne the enemy's morale and hls
propaganda by exposing hls methods and by
constant emphasie on the unjustmese of hie
I‘..“':S':l”-

(4) Be the splritual maln spring of

thuse actively cngaged in the natlonal move-

they understand the nead to

5
destrey the enemy and hils power forever.

thatr

mant oo

METHQDS
The maln channels of lonformatlon avall=-
able [0 the guerrlillds are newspdpers,

leaflets, radio, word of mouth. Other
methods may be worked out and new ones
Painting of alegans,

invented. For example:

proclamations and manifeotoa and ao on.
All the moane of winning the confidenca

ef the pocple must be utilized. The ideas

of the movesent muot be oo popularized
in doubt—least of all the

that no one 1s

WOMEN MARCHING TN NORTIHERN IRELAND

rocess 1s countering the enemy's propa-
P 3 PYXop

ganda, The basic idea ia rhat the
education musk on ]
s L beat at his propagand
game and just expose his lies to the

peopla and Llndeed Lo the wvhale world.
This end of the gusrrilla pperations is

. WORKER'S FRONT (cont. from Pg.15)

sexlsl) to speak to the white working
iss Lhian TW cul tural workers can use
ite culture to speak te the masces af
people,
The form and dynamics of class strug-
e in the US 1ig di frerent
nitionalities. The immediate needs and
present consciousness of white and TW
pecple differ markedly. For instance,
a Black community to demand a school's
name be changed to Martin Luther King and
i controlled by the Black conmunity not
only is progressive, bul would be{and has
been) a vivorous movement that includes
several These struegples are aim-
cd at the deteriorating physical condi-
tion of schools, poor teaching, irrele-
vant and racisrt lesson material, police
entrapment and haragement of erudente and
the colonial adminigcrration ol
school officials,
On the other hand., a proposal (o
¢hange Lhe name of a white community's
schovl to Joe Hill, Jehn Brewn er Bill

difterent for

for

classes.

wlite

Havwood would pru\:\ah'l}- Eall on deaf ears
{this can change in the future). ¥o such
struggle has vet happened, The demand for
communi ty control of schoals= white

working clasa communities hauo almeost al
ave bheen a againsat
Black children heing bused Lo lormerly
all white gechonleg, this
(ase meats cowbatiing white raciem, iden-
tifvineg and denouncing white racist lead-
ra(like Louisie Dawv Hicks) aw prefiteers
like politicians as the enemy and intro-
lucing working class internatienalism,

Tn the Dlack community's strugzle,
strugele in this case means
puoalble classcs agoinat cel-

tions and lack-
park's mayor, Cibson). To ap-
aame 1immediate
atwle af work to hoth

ties would be dig-

cover for white racisam

Clage eurugdle iy

claas

neo-colonial

ans tha

TEE R, T f AEmanErrare rha

lark

sound analysis of concrete conditions
applies. 1W cultural workers recognize
certain similarities in their national
struesles. On the basis of these politics
a2 TW caucus formed.

Class Stand and Cul tural Work

The petite bourgeois view of art
seriously hampers our work. Art in the US
ig taught to people as ap individual act
of expression, a luxury of the rich, the
property of a talented elite. Art is view-
ed as intensely personal, not affected by
politics, class or national boundaries.

1t has no purpose or elfect except esthetic,

The wembers of the Cultural Workers'
Front recognize that this view of culture
and art is a product of Lhe ruling class
and that it hinders the liberation of all
pour and working people. Yet mest cultur-
al workers in the struggle come from mid-
dle vlass, petite bourgeols backgrounds
with artistic training of a similar na-
ture. In our work there is alwavs a ten-
dency to glide hack inro hourgeois rthink-
ing. There is alwavs a class struggle.

The petite bourgecis mentiylity of
many cultural workers also hinders build-
ing the structure of the Frente, Instead
of trying to underarand the conditions
and come to correct political decisions,
we [ind ourselves voting on bureaucratic
details and voting acecording te feclings
on major political questions. Establish-
ing the TW caucus without a majority vote
by evervhody was a major struggie. While
the unilateral deecigion to form a caucus
by T ecultural workers was correct in
content, we faiied to gd@qunteLy @xplg[n
the political reasons teo whites until af-
ter the fact, Many viewed it as diectator-
ghip by a minority -~ failing to understand
it as pavt af the clage gLrugpie against
imperialigm bv TW people. Ceriainly if
thogse in leadership of the caucus do not
gttempt slways to bring broader numbers
af TW people into the caucus and the TFren-
te, the TW caucus will become an elitist
cligue bearing no relationship te strug-

rle.

mace aware that the natlonal

AN UNARMED PEOPLE
FASUBJECT TO SLAVERY

'  ANY TIME

trhree For Oncln

no legs important than the destruction
of enemy rogources and bases.
enemy-——that It wlil wiln eventually.

This informatlon servlce must function
continuously to get maximum resulrs.
Amon, the thingg L mustT do are:

(1) Show weaknesa of enemy poaition
and FroPaHandn ugoed to boalaetay that
posltion,

(2) Sthow what 1s wrony witlh porltlcal
and socldl order,

{(3) Sugeest remedies and how they can
be brought about,

{(4) Be In touch all the tiwe with the
thinking of rhe people.

ACUURACY

The guerrillas! information scrvice will
be judged on its accuracy. It must tell
the people exactly what is required of them.
[t muar show rthat the guerrilla movement ig
all-knowing, all-powerful, a part of the
people's life--the people are a part of it.

Lts brpadcasting must be so interesting
that friend and foe alike tune in. This
rule applies to all information media.

The information service of the guerrilla
command should work in close liason with
Intelligence so that Information is up to
the minute and accurate and ver does not
give away information to the enemy,

It would also independently collect and
evaluate and distribute ite own information.
The world has to be informed of what is
happening for it will be basic enemy policy
to shut otf all contact between the move-

ment and rhe yvesr af rhe world.
The world must know and understand what
is being done, what the enemy is trying to

destroy and why, and the way these things
can be ended and pecace restored and freedom
WOn .

T

What We Should Do In the Frente

As communists working in the Culctur-
al Workers' Front, we should aim towards
strengtnening the Third World cautus and
building a white caucus. Tirst, they would
provide the Frente with structure it bad-
1y needs. Unless the Frente is well or-
ganized, the beat cultural workers{whe
have the least time to spend in mass meet-
ings) will not be able to participate.

Second, the caucuses would provide
the Frente with structure that emphasizes
the political tasks of cultural workers
in this country. Because of the division
of the working class along nationmal lines,
some types of work and study need to be
done secparately to be effective while
others musl be done jointly, The caucuses
would allow the development ar TW and
white working class leadership capable of
working sepatraLely and jointly.

Communists within the TW caucus
should help organize the study of scien-
tific sccialism and promote proletarian
internationalism by supperfing working
clase leadership of thelr national move-
ments. Communists in the white caucus
should get white cultural workers to work
with their working class to fight racism
and awaken their consciousness of being
workers, The best way Lo support an ally
against US imperialism is to build your
ovn struggle against it,

Solving the political and organiza-
tional problems of the Frente will help
us carry out the main purposes of the
Frente which are, "First, to produse werk
that attemplts to create a culture for a
mass movement against imperialism: secing
auy work as coming out of the actual
arruggles of Third World and working peo-
ple against iwperialisw and Lo reflect
these to a broad audience, Secondly, to
gain further understanding of the nature
of imperialist culture and to develop
pcgplc'g Julture te combatr this deminant
imperialist culture."
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The etaff of SEIZE THE TIME wighes to
express our joy and deeply felt congratu-
lationa to the Khmexr and Vietnamese pco-
ple, their revolutlonary governments and’
liberation forces on their most recent
victories. Fveryday brings a new advance.
Unfortunately, the American media has
chosen to pay much more attention to the
"orphan'' enatch of South Vietnamecsc and
Cambodian childran than ts svants in the
newly liberated zomes or to the actions
of the revolutlonary governments, While
the news media here keeps saying "gzim!
and "traglc! news, we strain to catch
cach victery and hope to present a truer
plcture of events.

The American medla has pald wmuch ata=
tentien to the refugeca, Therc arc twe
kinds of refugees, A small number would
do well to flece from the 1liberatlion fors
ces, They include military, gevernment
and police officlals of Thieu's regime
and wealthy war-profitecra(often one and
the same). Just ag Thieu tried to gteal
away South Vietnam's gold reserves(16
tons) to Switzerland undeér the cover of
"personal belonginge", eo this kind of
refugee attempts to escape under the cov-
er of belng "ordingry eitizenc" afraid of
the communists,

Othar people flee gimply to get away
from the frontlines of fighting, Most
news reporters(uoct editors) say these
people account for most of the refugees.

On the other hand, there is very
gkctchy reporting of the people who staye
ed to greet the liheration forcee, Thie
is despite the presence of Yugoslavian,
Japanese and even French news agencies
and reporte from the liberated zones. It
is clear, however, that many people were
in the streets of Phmon Penh, Hue, Da
Nang, etc, to wave flags, cheer and sing
vhen .the Khwer Rougc and PLAF marched in-
to the cities and villages.

Before they arrived, refugees had swol-
len these cities, food and water were
gcarce, ARVN{Thieu's) troops in Vietnam
looted, raped and killed civiliams in
frustration, drunken rage and fear. All
municipal services had broken down.

The liberation forces restored civil
order, re-opened medical units(including
Duy Tan General, SVN's second largest
hospital) and restored power and waler,
They distributed food and water. UNICEF
{United Nations International Children's
Emergency Fund) haa monitored distribu-
tion of rellef supplies to Da Nang. Many

governments around the world are also
donating emergency relief supplies to the
liberated zones. The International Red
Cross reported food distributions in Viet
Nam and alse said that the Khmer Rouge
have respected the neutrality of a secur-
ity zone for non-combatants it set up in
the Hotel le Phnom.

In Dz Nang thousande of workers went
to the newly opened offlces of the Da
Nang Liberation Trade Unlon Federatiom to
joln. Transport workers and other citi-
zens cleaned up streets and removed bara
ricades. In a3ll ecities and towns, people's
revolutionary committees and militia have
been eostablished to consolidate and proe-
tect rccoustruction,

All thie should come as no eurprise,
The Khmer Rouge and NLF forces are not
conquering armiss invading other pecple's
lands. They represent decades of politia
cal ostruggle against imperialiswm and op-
pression, Dy the time they entered Phnow
Penh and Vietnam's provincial capitals,
many clandestine and open mase organiza-
tions had firmly established themselves,
Studencs and teachers, warkers and reli-
glous groups held demomstrations many de-
mongtrations against Lon Nol's corruptlon
and U.S, support in Phnom Penh manths be-
fore his departure. In Da Nang, Hue,
Quang Ngai, Binh Dinh, Binh Thuan(still
disputed}, Binh Tuy, Bien Hoa{near Saigon)
ete,, and even Saigon itself, people's
organization have actively uplield the
Peace Accords, demnounced Thieu and sups
port rcconciliation and reunion, Some of
the many organizations ineluda:

The National Reconciliation Force

The People's Front Against Famine

The People's Movement Against Corrup=

tion

The People's Organization for the Im-

plementation of the Paris Agreement
The Viet Nam General Confederation of
Labor

The Assoclation for the Protection of
Human and Civil Rights

The Buddhist Committee for Release of
Political Prisoners,

The recent military victories of the
liberation forees truly rest upon the de-
sires and struggles of the popular masses,

HAIL THE VICTORIES OF THE INDOCHINESE
PEOPLES
DOWN WITH US IMPERIALISM AND ALL ITS
LACKIES
PEACE WITH INDEPENDENCE AND FREEDOM

OAU CONFERENCE

DAR ES SALAAM, TANZANIA - The organization
of African Unity(OAU) ended a 42-nationm,
4-day conference on April 11th. The major
focus of that meeting was rLhe 1liberation
struggles of southern Africa agalust the
South African and Rhodesian white minoria
Lty reximes. Zambla Foreign Minister,
Mwaanga stated, "Qur objective has always
heen ta achieve majority rule by peaceful
means 11 possible and by armed atruggle
1f necessary" South Africa had agreed to
withdraw all of its over 2,000 man mili-
tary foree fram Rhodesia by June,

However nagofistions to peacefully
achieve black majarity vule have not gone
well. Rhedesia's Ian Smith and South Afri-
ca’s vorster have repeatedly broken agree-
mente wirh libavation organizations, The
tour liberation organization of Zimbabwe
(Rhodesla) are the African Natiswmal Coun-
¢il{ANC), Zimbebwe African People's Union
(2APU) ; 2Zimbabwe Liberation Front{FROLIZI)
and the Zimbabwe African Wational Unien
(ZANU) . Last December 7th, a1l four de-
clared the formarioen of united movement
against Jan Swith's reglme. In the faea
of this terrifying development, Smith im-
mediataly proposed pescetul negotiations
for the transfer of power over a period
of time. He released Ndabaningi 8ithols,
ZANU's chair, and Joshua Nkomo. ZAPU's
chalr from long imprisonment. He also
prowmieed torclease all polltlcal prisona-
a¥A(African nationaliota) amnd abolish his
ban on liberation organizations in order
to hold a constitutional conference with
liberation leaders,

L
Internacional Worker's Day in thea
People's Republic of the Congo

But on March 4th, Sithole was re=are
recated by Swith's goveroment, and on
March 18th, Chitepo, another ZANU leader
was murdered. Mugabe, ZANU's General Se-
cretary, Mazorewa, ANC's chair and the
OAU all denounced these actlons., The 1ib-
erxation organizationa declared there will
be no negotiations until Sithole is re-
leased and other prowlses are met.

Ag the ELEEEEEE_HSEE pointed out, "Peo-
ple's (reedom cannol be won at the nego-
tiatlon table, but ean be realized only
by overthrowing the oppressors and their
system through violent struggle.'

world revolution

Page 11

FINE WE
CANE WG

=
ER
by KO CEI MINH

I'ha whael of nature twmas without pouss

After the rain, good wvasther
In the wink o m aye
The universe throve off its muddy clothes
For ten thousand miles
The Landscape spreads cut
1L e W ! 3
ke a beawtiful brogads

t brgozaes

ing [flowers

High in the trees

Amidst the sparkling leaves

AlL the birde aing at onoc

Feople and animals rise wp reborn
What could be more nmaturagl P
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FIGHT OPERATION TARBABY

WASHINGTON D.C, - April 19th, President
Kaunda of Zambia in his toast at a White
House state dinner surprised Gerald Ford
with a statement on the southern African
conflict, Usually the politics of liber-
ation and war are not discussed at these
"polite" state dinners, But Kaunda used
the opportunity to warn that “southern
Africa is poised for a dangerous armed
conflict," and asked that the US end its
considerable support of white minority
governments in order to preserve peace,

The U,S, currently has about $1 bil-
lion of investments in South Africa. Tt
also has supplied $362 willion of air-
craft and $11 million of chemical poisons
to aid white regimes' suppression of Af.
rican liberation struggles, "Operation
Tarbaby" is a combined militarv and dip-
lomatic stralegy to support South Africs
and Rhodegia in order to insure continued
U,S, domination of the strategic tip of
Africa,

The U,8, has also quietly supported
South Africa's illegal occupation of Nam-
ibia(formerly South West Africa), In anp
imperialist redivision of the world, South
Africa had been granted "trusteeghip" of
Namibia by a 1915 League of Nations dearee,
In 1968, the UN nullified that agreement,
but South Africa has refused to allow UN
officlals to embs
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FORCED
STERILIZATION

Last year, a doctor toeld a group
physicians 1n training ar a Sauthern
Californla county hoapital, as part of
thelr Initiatlon into

bsterries: want
yuu tu ask every ule i Lhe girls 1f shae
wants her tubes tied:, regardless X
old ehe is. Remember, - i
:_ LEE) to La g L5 -
Ea Lpractice) for some
in ess work I
or=a=bl BXT vyear

innie and Mary Alice Relf, sterilized
o that operated on OEOQ funds.

When the story of the coerced steriliza-

tlon of two black girls, Minnie and Mary
Alice Relf of Montgomery, Alabzma became
pubilic, peof be toe wonder what

as behind

nal action...why 12

I
Sucn 4

1

I

L
il lack

14 v girls?

The [ather of the Relf girls filed a
SI,QUD,.”..:" damage suit 6[};.‘-111‘.5[ the federal
poveriment and the Montgomery clinic chac
sterilirzed s daughters. The clinic that

cperation on Minnie and Mary

performed the
vl 1 U.5. Office of Fconomic

ice had

Oppertunity funds. The father charged that
his daughrers were sterilized without fully
widerslamling what was being done to them.
The clinic denied the charge, but the case
revealed that the federal government was
involved in funding such aterilizaticns
wlithout written guidelines governlng the
gperations.

‘\: iatEalh ol ol 'E‘Jr} more i'-'-""'|' .--\.- ‘!'G..C;D.F_l}"fl‘!!@t'l\ }:L’lto

tha eituation, mare harrar storisas of tha
aame type bepan to surfa

‘e, What was onece

called paranoia has become documentced
realivy,

In 1973 in Adken, Yeouth Carclina, an
bsctetrician by the name af Clovis Pierce
aterllired 18 women on welfare, 16 of them

black. The nurse from his office told

reporters; "The policy of Dr. Plerce's

W Fiee 1o . wae and ::\]u.-:uyr-". will ba ehat

:\ny

b
or more children and on

hava o suhmitc to yoluntary
sterilizartion 1f she wants to be taken
: of heore." Pierce's nurse neglected to
that he is the only obstetriclan in
Lhat Medicaid

raman wikth Ewo

JelTare will

cantire county accepts

ting director of the DB/GYN depart-

E lcipal hospiral in New York
o moEt majer teaching
nwritten policy to
r m poor hlack
1
' -
v - -

L]
|

is o major scurce ol funds for "voluntary"
sterillzations. Since the 1966 passage of

medlcald, HEW has been [unding sterllizations

for poor women who cannotr afford to pay for
private doctor. Alchough HEW has not kept

accurate statistics before 1973, 1t esctimates

that in 1973 alone between 100,000 and
20U, 00U poor women were sterilized.
Whille in recent years the money for HEW-
flnanced child care centers, Head Start
programs hes been cut, in cthe period

[309=1974 the budget for family planning
baa ifncreased from 531 million to over
2250 million,

For forelgn countries, the U.S.
government finances population control
projects through the Agency for Inter-
national Development (AID), This money
is used for research on new population
control methods. Just as HEW money for
populatlon prugrams has increased., so
too has ALD money increased, From $35

million im ]ﬂ-‘:tl"h, AID funds grew to $125
million im 1973.
When a woman ''consents' to ster—

iliration in order to avoid having her
ily cut off welfare, the consentc is
vnluncary. [t ig foreced. When a

womdn is not given proper gynecological

re¢ when something is wrong and the
sease progresses to such an extent that
hystercctomy is the only treatment, this
iz foreed sterilization, When a child

judged mentally defective, sterilized
and pnot teld of the operacLion s this Loo,
iz forced sterilizatien, ror theose who
think thar fascism ended with the Nurem=-
berg of che men who were willing
to go to any lengths to build a blond,
blue-eved master race, it is worth
hearing doectors who speak of "fawer,
better babies" as they sterilize poor
and Third World women.

The following are encerpts from the
speach made by Huang Shu-tse, leader of
the Chinese delegation to the United
Natiens World Population Conference.

"Over tha past few decades, along
I of the pelitical

trials

with tt apment
and economic situatuon in the weorld,
there has been a fairly rapid popula-
tion growth in the Third World. The
Third World now has a population of
nearly 3 billion, which 1s more than
70% of the world's populacion.

"0f all things in the world, people
are the most precious. Unce the people
rake their destiny inte their own hands,
they will be able to perform miricles.
Peopie as workers and &s creator and
user of tools the decisive facter in
the social productive forces. People are
in the first place producers and only in
the second place consumers. Historically,
the valiant, industrious, and talented
people of Asia, Africa and Latin America
made outstanding contributions Lo human
civilization. But over a considerable
peried of time, the colonialists and
imperialists subjected the Aslan, African,
and LavLin to brutal
aggression and enslavement, Theynot only
plundered enormous social wealth from
Agia, Africd, and Latin America, but also
engaged In human traffic and evicted or
slaughtered local inhabitants. Africa alone
has lost as many as 100 million people in
The population of some coun-
tries and nartions declined drastically,
large tracts of land were lald waste,
After prolonged and hervic strugegles waged
by the people in Asia, Africa, and Latin
America, 4 large number of countrles in
these regions won policical independence
and achieved marked progress in developlng
their national cconemy and culture as com—
pared with the past. Along with this the
population has grown rather quickly. This
ia not at all a bad thing but a very good
thing.

"The superpowers r4ise (e [alse alamm
of a “population exploslon"” and palnt 4
depressing picture for the future of the
world. This reminds us of the notorious
Malthus, who, more than 170 yearr age, when
thie puopulacion of the world was less than
a hillion, raised a hue and cry about "over-
pepulation' and the impossibility for the
growth of production ever to eatch up with
that of the population. Today, the world
gopulation has has more than quadrupled

is

Ancrican councrics

this way....

anu

at of time, but there has been
= T ‘rease in the material wealth
thanks to che 8 of the
Al BES ple in surmounting

% Sisters:

Q: This section of the paper

X }yjﬁis open to contributions of wo-
:{_men throughout the revolution-
~7ary mavement.

Please send us
f articles, peoms, graphics or

} fké stories you would like to see
f1 printed and we will do our best
to get them in.

If we are to be fighters,
we must develop thecretiecal
WCAapons.y

numerous pbsracles.

"At present, there 1s in many countries
a population problem which finds its con-
crete expression in unemployment, poverty,
starvation, a high mortality rate, etec.

"The condition of the populatien of a
country ila datormined by its secial system
and the political and economic conditions
prevailing at home and dacernationally. Is
It owing rto over-population that unemploy-
ment and poverty exisc Iin many countries
today? Nu, absolutely not. It 15 mainly due
to aggression, plunder and exploitation by
the 1mperialists, parcicularly Che super-
powers, The two superpowers are the biggest
international exploiters and oppressors of
today and the c¢hiefl culprics Ln the world.
[n our opinion, the primary way of solving
the population problem lies in combating
the aggression and plunder by the imperial-
ists, colonlalists, and nee-colonialists,
parcicularly the superpowers, breaking
down the unegual Internatlenal econcmle
relations, winning and safeguarding inter-
ndational independence, and devaloping rhe
national economy and culture independently
and seLlf-reliantly in the light of each
couniry's specific conditvions and differing
circumstances and ralsing the living
standards of people...."

"Of all the things in the world,
are the most precicus," is reflected in
the fighting spirit of the Vietnamese
people.

people

FIGHTING BACK IN THE BELLY OF THE BEAST
The Third World Women's Alllanve In New
York sces the need for a Third World women's
organization to organize a mass campaign in
this country to expose the medical and legal
atroeitles which are bheing used againsr
women in in an effort to control and elim-
inate the birth rate of the poor in this
country. Tt's easier for the United States
to hlame the ills of this country on over-
population of a segment of 1tgs inhabitants
than it is tc deal with the real social and
economic problems that imperialism creutco.
The Third Werld Women's Alliance is
asking any sisters who are interested in
and concerned with working on the medical
and legal aspecis ol a sterilization
project, or who have instances of women who
have been "voluntary" sterilized to join
them in 4 praject to expase and change the
situation. Contact:
Marilyn Aguire
Third World Women's Alliance
26 West 20th Street
New York, New York 10011
In Lus Angeles The Committee to Stop
Forced Steriilizations is a group of women
and men wha ars orgnﬂizing to exposa and
put an end to forced sterilization. They
support the right of women to birth control,
including sterilization, but oppcse the
use of birth control as a weapon against
puor people. They cun be contacted by
writing!
Community Law Offices
2212 Sunset Blwd.
Los Angeles, Calif, 90016




THE ROLE OF
BLACK WOMEN

L. THE PRORLEM

Black Women in today's cities are
51111 the moat exploited and oppreseed
ol Lhe working claac.
still work chiefly as domestics (maids},
and thoir ftamily incomeo rarcly mect
gurvival iavels. At the gamg Limc,
women migt bear the children, care for
Lliem, do 1he heuaehoald chorﬁo' and many
times work to help keep the family gaing.
Black Women are constantly reminded of
the reality that their children will re-
main enslaved, for the schools in the
Dlack CGoumnunliy are purposely designed Lo
cisure it. "It ysu're born in a poor
family, You will live in a poor neigh-
Lborhood, po to a poor school, cot a poar
cducation, get a poor payinyg job, whicl

Blaeglk Wemen must

14t ' R s .y
roau o oan ivaing 1n a pooL NCLginigr=-

hood. ..’

In addition to being subjected to
capitalism, racism, and sexjsm, women are
aloo the clhitef viciime of the ali-perva-
sive religious and social pressurcs of
"Rible~Helt". Repressive Southern
docirines are forced upon most women in
the impoverished Black Coummunity through
ministers, leachers, and others that
scribe (o the oppressors ""religion" as
a means of making woman with
Lhe bitter migery ot their lives.

Lf there wae hope of a better lifec
in some other place, and if the only way
to reach it and end the "poor bultchered
half=1lives" was through deafh, woman ag
well as men, Black ag well as white,
would be committing wholesale suicide...

Contrary to what TIME (June 17, 74)
54y8, the majority of our Black people,
and parlicularly Black Women, are not
"middle eclage'. Rather they arc cither
unemployed, or underemployed. Those Ffew
who have "made it" are the exception
rather than the rule.

Z. ANALYSIS

1ha

aub-

"eontent!

What then is Lthe role of Black Women
In“the Black Liberation Struggle? It is
our belief thaL the role of the Black
Woman is the same as everyone else's in
the struggle; to educate, crganize, mo-
bilize, and fight to the hest of her
ability. The word "revolutionary" has no
gender. It is neutral. A revolutionary
can be elther male or female.

How can Black Women fulfill their
role in the struggle? Black Women hold
within their hands the key to a lot of
things that are happening and will
continue Lo happen to Black People,
because Black Women have a lot of pull
behind the scenes in the Black Community.
Once Black Women decide to resist oppres-
sion and to fight back, they are among
Lthe most militant and courageocus fighters.

"The degree of pregress can necver be
separated [rom T£ you're
in a country that's progressive, it's
haecause the women are progrevolve; LE
you're in a country that reflects a
consciousnegs towards the importance of
sducation, it's because ihe women ara
aware of Lhe importance of education.

But in every backward country vou'll find
the women are backward; in every country
where education is not stressed, its
because the women don't have education.
So one thing I became thoroughly con-
vinced of in my recent travels ig the ime
potrtance of giving {reedum to the women,
giving her ﬁducatinn, and giving her

Lhie lncentive to get out there and put
that same spirit and undersgtanding in the
children. I [rankly am proud of the con-
tribution our wemen have made in the
struggle for freedom, and I'm vne [Or gi=-
ving them all the leeway possible becausze
they've made a greater contribution than
many of ug men. Une of the besL ways
that they can help is to encourage the

man:

the Woman.

Try te ingpize him to be morc
militant and turn him away from being
non-violent and passive and meek and
uncle-tomish. Make him aware that the
Black Woman wants te gsce her man he a
wan instead of arsund here using rcligion
48 AN exetlee teo bhe a coward and some of
the things he's been reflecting here
lately (gangsterism without
===MALCOLM X

a weapon)."

A"

"If you're in a country that's progressive,
the women Are progressive.”
-—- Malcolm X

it"»> brrause
3. SOLUTION

Woiten - Black Women - are crucial te
the total liberatlon of Black people.
Whereas a man lives from day-to-day, a
woman lives from generation-lo-generation.
When the Black woman Loday gees her child-
ren forced to grow up in auch a yvigicus
socicty, it is difficulct Lo keep her out
of the reveolution. She wants to see her
children free, even if she has to perish
in the struggle. In her own determina-
Lion 10 be fraes she has gaid: "We will
fight from one generation Lo the next."
Thig in itself is an admission of a pro-
tracted (eontinuous) struggle.

AS A BLACK MOTHER:

The slsters hold the reins of the
generations to come in their role ag the
Black Mother. She haa fthe power to in-
sLill in the minds and souls ot the Black
youth Black Awareness, Blaek Pride, non-
compliance, and revelution.

As THE BLACK WIFE, OR OTHER HALF;:

Tlie Black Woman historically has
been a strong, enduring, selfless, proud
and ingenious person. Sojourner Truth,
with her proclamation: "I am a woman",
and Harriet Tubman, who was a "conductor"
on the Underground Railroad are shining
examples of the Black Woman's ability
and will to struggle. The Black Woman
virtually enabled the Black People in
Amerikkka to survive up to this present
day, through acting in the role of bread-
winner and manhood builder. Today the
Black Woman can use these traits to in-
still in her man the will to struggle, to
let him know that he is a man and he can
win in armed struggle against the oppres-
sor because she'll be right there
struggling by his side.

AS THE BLACK REVOLUTIONARY:

As we stated earlier, the term
revolutionary has no gender. The Black
Woman Revolutionary is a revolutionary in
every sense of the word, from organizing
in the streets, to ambushing the pigs on
the move, to planting bowmbs in discrete
places. Ag ELMER GERONIMO PRATT stated
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in hig "New Urban Guerilla', "the enemy
is highly vulnerable to the tactics of
revolutionary women, thus the woman's role
in our struggle is a major weapon that'g
not only capable of weakening the cnemy's
gtrength but also strengthening the alien-
Ated minds of the supermasculine menial
that's so rampant in the slave quarters."
What this says is that revolutionary Black
Women have a fot in their corner Lo work
with.

There is & trend exisling in the
Biack Coleny called "gangsterism". You
fep them every day, riding the streetg,
pughing garbage, but especially, abusing
the siaters. Lf you told them that what
they are doing (o The 8iack Sisters, the
reat man did to his wolher LU years ago,
he'd really act surprised; not at what
the oppressor was doing te his mother, but
gurprised that, in terms of gangstcrism,
he's a late—comeraas

Just for the record, they are pro-
bably the only gangsaters in the world
withgut wcapons:s They've copped just
aboutr everything but the plece, and thuse
fow whe do have pieces you can't Cind
when the beast is Lerrorizing the neigh-
borhoods They've uged it on everyone but
the oppressore Dveryone is victimized by
these gun-toting fools who some how don't
seem to be able to distinguish self-de-
tfense from self-destruction, for they
shoot anything and everything in sight.
Many even buy blanks just to shoot In the
dir... But when vicious murders like in the
case of Clifford Glover or Santos Minez,
or Ricky Bodden go dowm, 10 and 1l year
old children, it will be up to the Black
Woman to militarize and retaliate. Why?
Because seldom will the spinelees pigs
deal on the Colony when the Black revo-
lutionary is around: a sign of the cowar-
dice of the North Amerikkan enemy agents.

The present war could be titled the
wWar Againat Black Children; an assurance
that there will be no new generation to
fight apainst the oppressor. We eharge
all of the oppressors and their sni-
veling, bootlicking lackies, mostly white,
(some kneegrow) with Genocide in dealing
with Black People, and Infanticide where
our children are ooncerned.

IN CONCLUSION, we recognize Black
Womanhood Day toc negate the current trend
of chauvinism and sexism that has trickled
down from the slave-master's house to the
slave quarters. We want to recognize our
women as part of our struggle, because
first of all, women in the world are Lhe
majority, and because the majority of the
people in the world are non-white peoples.
We refuse to allow ourselves to be divided
from our mothers, sisters and daughters.
Black Womanhood Day recognizes our sisters
class struggle; we must liberate the part
ag a necessary step in liberating the
whole.

ALL POWER TO OUR SISTERS!
Va. State Chapter B.P.P.
Norfolk, Va.

JULY 22 —-— DAY OF BLACK WOMEN (NFK)

'hig peem is dedicated to:

olita Lebron - Puerto Rican

fationalist, Tolltical Prilconer}

ndRc'lElBlEh‘Ic:mcg\I%o_lliEtﬁcal Prisoners.

aw amall the world, so large in
your thought.

struggle 18 the pressing order of
the day - how well you know!:

How foolish the man who takes the

stand alone,

he saw vour hand reaching out,
yesterday, today, and

ie'1l see it again. again and again.

Mhat's the way you are you know:

Politically minded you arxe, yes,

even a gnldier you are.

Kevolutionaryv sister, fighting to

undo this wrong

for that which will someday be.

lley comrade, rebel sigrtar, my dréam

is your dream,

struggle, the fight, the

revolurion. it's all for the =same.

Put not a dream. A new life, a place

in rime where

|Eeople have love and a full mecasure

of compassion far each other,

That's our direction!

1, your brother, your comradc, am &

prisoner, like vou,

locked hehind bars - who rests at

night on a pillow of chicken

! feathers, dried tears,

OLUT

sweat and hlood;

with short lived thoughts of

vesterday and the day bafore,

and more.

1 believe in vou, vou are my complement,
vou my rebel sister

political prisoner as I.

The system that works against vou,
hurt you, abused vou, misused
you, has only made you stronger.

The system that posed vour brother
against you.

Yesterday is neo more.

Behind the bars of the jails, prisons,

refiormatories! concentration campsa,
and, the years of beingz a
prisoner

how beautiful vou are.

vieronr gprnr&n hono
US Pen., Atlanta.
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THE GREAT COVER-UP:

IE WAGNER ACT
Although hailed by liberal
erade unlonists as "labor's bill of

righes," the Narional Tabor Relatlions
Aot of 1935 (the Wapnar-Connery

Act), enacted to roplaco the de=-
funct NRA (and incorporating its
gecLion on workers' rlghts). was
anocher desperate attempt to atop

the increasingly wviolent comflice

of labor and capital. The "pro-
Srocgivn” gaing of thie aect were fn
be wiped oul by succeedlng laws. The
much—heralded Section 7 of the Wagner
Act, however, gave workers the right
to joln, form and assist the formation
of labor unions, the right to bargain
collectively and the right to engage
in "concerted action.”

Between 1934 and 1936, 88 workers
dled i strikes and over 18,000
were arrested 1in struggles for
alementary union recognition, despite
the NRA and this new "labor's hill
of L‘i%l'lt:—).”

During this period, workers learned
not to rely on paper righte bul Lo win
them in struggle, and began great
reganizing drives for unions in steel
textiles, glass, rubber and electricity.
The most dedicated organizers were com-—

unists who infused the workers' strug—
gles with new militancy and develeoped
wirh rhe workers new tactles, Iln-
sluding rthe mass picker, women's
auxiliaries, the eit-down atyiks, and
the flying squads.

Although the number of organized

warkers doubled from 1930 to 1940,
[T was because of the valiant strug-
gle of the working class, not because
of legal sanctions by the NRA or its
successor, the Wagner Act.
TAFT=HARTLEY: UGLY THRUST OF FASCISM

Th I Relations

Yy

R e L B e o
DO r-Aanager

present mational

ras Che maln basis
labor policies.

To workers, as John Lewis (first
United Mine Workers head) put if, it
was ''the first ugly, savage thrust of
fascism in America." Taft-Hartley was
enacted amidst a post—-war strike wave
involving 4.6 million workers.
TIGHTER REGULATION

The final major law passed, the
Labor-Management Reporting and Dis-
closure Act of 1959, established
tighter federal regulation of the in-
ternal functioning of trade unions,
which by this time had succumbed com-—
pletely to business-unionism and could
not or would not oppose its passage
effectively. The LMRDA requires unions
to file annual financial reports with
the US Department of Lahor. Tt functions
to enforce the performance of collective
bargaining agreements by removing the
last vestiges of trade union indepen-

CLASS STRUGGLE!
AW EXPOSED gt

dence of the "neutral" government.

The LMRDA legally sealed the
gradual conversion of trade unions
from worker organizations to business
agencies that funetioned as wage-fixing
institutions under firm geovernment
regulation In a totally-contrelled
legal gystem designed to preserve the
powar of tha capitgligt elaca.
CONTAITNMENT OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE

The degeneralbion of many once-
militant unifons has gone hand in hand
with the general strategy of the hoa—
ses to contain, channel. and cover up
class sitruggle Ly legal means where
possible. Laws establishing the right
of workars to organize and bargain col-
lectively prescribed the legal procedurzes
by which this was to be aceomplished.
[ha major means adopted to preserve
“labor peace™ and the power of the
capitalist class is the system of
rollective bargaining, mediation and
arhitration.

GOLLECTTVE BARGATNING AS PRIVATE
DIFLOMAGY

The collective hargaining system
attempts to reduce class conflict to
a contractual businegg relatcionship
ralaing rhe capiralietr contract to
primacy as rche controlling basisg for
worker—-boss conflicts, a system of
private diplomacy where Lhe main dis=
cussion centers on the price of labor
anld to management.

Management decisions that directly
affect workers in the shop (things
1ike lay~offs, speed-ups in the line
work methods, etc,) are merely sub-
ject to be "hargalned away', and are
often protected by contract clauses
as ''management prerogatives or rights."
RANK AND FILE RISES

The rank and file has not becn
content to accept the degeneration
of theilr organizations into business
agencies that are mere shells of
their past glory. Many US unions are
being led nationally by autocratic old
men overseeing the degeneration of
basic workers organizations into inef-
fective bartering units alienated from
their own rank and file, The growing
revolt of workers in the 1960's
and 70's against Incompetent and react-
ionary leadership is being amply dem—
onstrated by an increasing number of
wlldcat strikes and contract re-
jections., Union meetings and strike
votes have increasingly become rank
and f£ile forums to denounce and heckle
the leadership.

FUTURE OF THE WORKERS MOVEMENT

That the rank and file workers
movement is again on the rise in the
US is shown by militant organizing
struggles mainly by Third World men
and women workers in the West, Socuth-
west, and South, like the united

IWW AND THE ART OF PROPAGANDA

In this issue of SIEZE THE TIME, focused on propaganda, this work done sixty
yoara age Psevides wseful lessons. DBuilding a culture of struggle includes tech-
nimues exemplifiad by the black cat (direct action)}; the wooden shoe (French word

hor contractor or "shark™ —— ete.

[

Q

sabots"; when thrown into the capitalists machines the result is "sabatoge"); the
r

The bold woes of other forms of propaganda is best exemplified by the Pageant
£ the Faterson Strike - a reproduction of the original poster is shown here. This

pageant, presenting the story of an historic strike, was performed in Madison Square
Garden by the strikers themselves as the strike was in process. In prison especial=
ly, the revolutionary spirit of the IWW could not be contained, as exemplified by
the pencil-drawn program of a cultural presentation put on by the "CLASS WAR PRIS=

ONERS IN THE COOK COUNTY JAIL,"

Cont, from Fg., 3
sulticlaes united struggle for democratic
righta againet the ruling class im the
South. However they did not geoc rha need
for malntalning thelr class independence
as black workers while working within the

United Front, Consequently as time went on

the crpanization lost much of 1its trade
unien aEpecis and solely became Anather

wrgenisation te wags the atruggle for demos
cratic rights. Evenruslly 1t elected Fred-

rick Douglass presicdent and Bishop Loguen
i

ax vice-president loslng ite working clase

lasderakip. Prom thes unti]l 1875 mast of
ire seri was conflised o support aF the

Repubiican Feriy. 0 BE CONTINUED NEX] I1SSIR

{ piRT 11'S FOCUS: THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
\MODERN BLACE WORKINC CLASS ANT

ITS STRUCGLE

graphic by les

year atrike of the Farah clothing
workers. Further, rank and file
movements are again becoming active
in major industrial unions like the
United Steel Workers, United Auto
Workers, United Mine Workers, postal
and hr\S[ﬂ' tal unions. Actidve orgaini-
zing has developed among public em-
ployeeg Iike teachers and govern—

ment workers, and increasingly mili-
tant strikes are occurrlng throughout
the country.

The bosses have had to resort to
outright repression by police and
goons to smash workere' struggles,
finding that legal means will not
channel or cover up the existence of
©1488 struggle. But new means of legal
repression are in experimentral stages——-—
for example, wage conltrols under Nixon's
Phases T-IV (which alttempted to dump
collectlive bargaining altogether), no-
strike elauses in contracts (which de-
prive workers of their major weapon),
and proposals for compulsory arbitra-
rion in more areas.

The lessong 0Of history are Lwo-
fold: first, that all the tangible
gains and rights won by the working
class have been the resulr of mili-
tant and detarmined styuggles, often
bloody and costly, and not the pas—
sage of legislation, and sccond, that
reliance must he placed on the masses
of workers themselves to carry out
such struggles, and not on ''paper
rights" extended by labor laws.
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SOLVING PROBLEMS IN
BUILDING ORGANIZATION

A PRACTICAL EXAMPLE: THE CULTURAL WORKER'S FRONT OF OUR AMERICA

The Culltural Warkers' Front, like
any political organization, has problems
arising from two sources. One is politi-
cal differences, and the other is organi-
zational - what is the correct structure.
Organlzational problems usually reflecF
political diffevencec. The major organi-
zational problem of the Frente - whether
or not there ghould be Third World and
whilce caucuses - 1a basically a political
problem,

A Short History cof the Frente

To nelp the reader undecrstand the
problems of the Frente, a brief history
of the organization follows:

The Prente de Traebajadores de la
Culturs de Nuestra America was firat or-
ganized hy participanre of tha firet La-
tin American Theatre Festival held in
Quito Ecuador(1972), The participants be-
lieved that theatre, as all cultural work,
muet rely on a geientifie gocialigr sna-
lysis of reality in order to know what Lo
gay, how to sey it, for whom and at what
momant , kaced with the growing cancer of
fasciem, cultural workers in Latin Ameri-
ca have felt an urgency for using all
their skills towards advancing mass strug-
gleg in larin Amevieca - '"Popular theatre

ig ali rthat whieh, pointing out the
principal enemy, invelves iftself in the
revolutionary processes and participalLes
in the class sfruggle with the ideology
of the proletarier and other revolution-
ary classes aiding in the transformation
of society."

These cultural workers from many
countries in Latin America found a unity
based on the reality that all the Latin
Americen countries have a series of com-
mon problems caused by U.S. imperialism.
At the same time, they recognized that
their cultural work must take into ac-
court the particular political situation
of each country in order to see what is
most necessary for the developmenl of
revolutionary struggle,

At the Quinto Festival de los Teatros
Chicanos/Primer Encuentre Latino Americano
(5th Festival of Chiecano Theatres/lst Ta-
tin American Encounter) it was decided to
expand the Frente to North America so
that cultural workers whose objectives
matched those of the Frente and whe strug-
gle against the common enemy, Yankee im-
perialism, ecould he included.

Recognizing Difference While Keeping
Strong Ties with Tatin Americag

Because of the significantly diffler-
ent conditions in North America, the
Frente here has many aspects which speci-
fieally reflect economic, political and
social conditions here. In Latin America,
repression of cultural workers is much
morée intense at this time. Much of the
Frente's work there has been that of get-
ting cultural workers ovut of jail and of
exposing and denonnninﬁ the torture, im-
prisonments and Assasinations which wvic-
timize the Latin American people.

In North Amcrica we as cultural
workers, are confronted with the problems
of overcoming centuries of brainwashing
and cooptation; and of tying our work to
masg movements, mass organization. White
cultural workers here are especially
faced with the work of building class
censciousness and fighting racism amungst
the white working class. Third World cul-
tural workers are geeking to advance our
narionat libheration gtrupoles and gocial-
iom,

The importance of a Norlh Amcrican
organization having ties with Latin Am-
erieca has been uestioned by some white
members of the TFrente. Bul for Letino
cultural workers, as lor the vast majori-
ty of latinoce in North Amor{vn,
a decep fecling that thils
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Is our America,
the America of the oppressed, poer and
Third World mageas , not the America
earved up hy imperialism and coleonialism,
Thea importance of having stronp or-
ganizational tles with Latin Awerica is
unquestionable to must Third World people
~ especially Latinos. True, we must know

who we unite with and why, but to dismiss

the task of building communication and
exchange of practice with Latin American
cultural workers is a serious wistake., A
brief look at the history of the Latino
people throughout this continent shows
the meaning of El Grito, " Un pueblo, una
cultura!'(One people, one culture). One
example is the strength of the struggle
to build unity between campesinos here in
the U,5, who arc fighting bitterly to
build a otrong union and Mexicanos who
are forced to seek subsistence here, hav-
ing been denied a survival in Mexico by
U.S. imperialism,
The Frente In North America

There has been two conferences of
the Frente in the United States. The
first was a founding conference held in
East Los Angeles Dectoher 1974, The second
conference was held in fan Francisco in
February 1975. It was especially import-
ant 1n detLermining the direction of Lhe
Frente, it digscussed many questions for
cultural workers - what is & cultural
worker, why should cultural workers be
anti-imperialist, what is a cultural
front, and what is the role ol culture

in strugglcs for national liberation, The
last question was of ulmost concern to
the Third World participants at the con
terence, This concern was a major cata-
lyst for the formation of a Third World
Caucus at this Frente conference.

The Formation of the Third World Caucus

Third World cultural workers hoth in
leadership of the Trente and al mass meet-
ings decided te depart froem the establish-
ed workshop format and lorm the Third
World caucus. Tt was not merely & reac-
tion to the racism and politics of white
cultural workers starting just with that
conference, Third World cultural workers
in New York and the weslt coast had previ-
ously brought up doubts about how useful
the Frente would be to their primaryv area
of work - political and/or cultural organ-
izations in rtheir own communities, for
their national sLruggles.

They wondered about spendling sc much
time in unstructured mass meetings debat-
:'LnE:, if national stru_um-les held primary or
secondary lmportance in the revolulion
here and even if Lhey were pesitive ur
negative to class struggle. They did not
want to spend their time lteading and or-
ganizing unorganized whites when Lheir
own vigorously gruowing naticnal slrupgles
demand leadership and orpanization. Third
World cultural workers alsc wanted help
on problems in their work Lhat white cul-

tural workers had little understanding of
= the role of ¢lultural nationalism, lra-
ditional culture, cultural imperial ism,

clasa cvontredictions within a progressive
national strupgle, revitalizing ald cul-

tural forms wilh revolutionary conlentl,

el

The cyeation ol 8 Third World cvaucus
and its conlinned existence provoked a
variety of reactions amonyg whites, One
winority view was that Thivd World people

have no right Lo do anyLllin;.: lndcpend(;nl’.-

1v, Lhal there is oo such Lhing as Lhe
Third world, that national dillerences
and thervfure national strugples are cre-

aLed by the bourpeoigie to divide the
woTklng class. Mosl ol Lhese prople be-
lony to Progressive Labor larty(l’L} or
dre Trotekyites,

Oppuvsite te thla view was anolLher
minority view. These whites wholehearled-
lv supported the Third World caucus as an
expression of self-determination and an
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organizational structure Lo make the Fren-
te more effective in involving larger num-
bers of Third World people, These whites
also supported the formation of a white
caucus to deal gpecifically with combat-
ting white racism, studying the white
working clagse in depth, developing eul-
tural work specifically for them and de-
veloping white working class leadership
emong white cultural workers Lustead cof
asking Third World people Lo urganize ev-
eryhody's struggle hut their own or mere-
ly supporting Third World strugegle with-
out bullding white working class strug-
gles,

The greatest number of whites were
uneasy with the fermation of a Third World
caucus and against the formation of a
white raucus. Many were confused about
what self-determination is, what national
struggles within the US mean, and even
what white racism is. Some felt that rac-
igm in the US ig lese important than ue
all being cultural workers, and by having
a separate caucus, TW cultural workers
were depriving or rejecting white cultur-
al workers. Others felt that there is no
such thing as a white working class -
there is just a multi-national working
class, They say while TW pcople can organ-
ize separately in national forms of strup-
gle, whites have no basis for any strup-
gle without the presence of TW people and
that the multinational struggle of the
working class is more important at thig
time,

At the same time, some whiltes felt
that the TW caucus as an organizational
form limited Lheir participation in deci-
sion-making. They felt the existence of
the TW caucus should have been veted on
by everybody and see it as an anti-"demo-
cratic'" structure, They saw TW people as
a minerity against their majority,

MWalional Strugele and Cultural Work

The strugple over the formation of
caucuses is a zeflection of differnces
over Lhe role of national struggles and
differences over class stand. There are
other ways these differences come oul butl
they are focused around this crpanization-
al form. The way to resclve these differ-
ences 18 through a hard-headed examina-
tion of where the popular wmasses are ma-
terially and mentally. and determining
what kind of struggles will best he grasp-
ed by them. Tn cultural work particularly,
the people will recognize what is theirs
and what is something imposed without re-
zard,

Fer TW people in rhe US, national
culture had been and is often a Torm of
popular resistance to the domination of
US imperialism. Fven when TW people were
stolen from their own lands, conquered ar
forced to leave their countries,
when their government, socliety, econumy
and languare were destroyed or thev were
geparated trom them, Third World pcople
managed Lo hold on to theit culture and
develop it despite attacks. They did this
because cullure is something their own
people developed before imperialism, it
owed ils existence to the people instead
of imperialism, it was independent in iLs
values and could express Lhe desires of
TW peuple in a way the imperialists conld
nol readily understand.

The white working class also has its
own culture distinct Irom the "cul ture"
found in muscums, opera houses and univer-
sities. Tt

even

often has racist and scerist e-
lemente, TL oiten las militaristic uver-
tones reflectine the role of white work.
erg in Lhe American empire. On the oather
hand, some of the vorntry westlern songs
expresy auger with imperialism and ex-
ploitation, White cultural! history inelu-
deg the foll gonpg ot warking j)cp%}IQ like
Joe Hill, the posters and poems ol the
Wobb:iles and Big Bill Haywood, the writ-
imgs ol John Reed{ 1D Dﬂ}rs That Bhook Lthe
World) and many others. Inlortunately to-
day's white workers are estranged [opm
thess traditiona by two decades of pogi-
war posperity and Americanism. Kut white
cultural workers can no more use the 1ib-
eral arlsy culture of Lhe upper-middle

class(which often is less vvertly racist
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