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AN AVALYSTIS OF THE RHODE ISIAND COLLEGE STUDENT STRILZ

R

In order to understand thc events of the student strikes of last spring in Rhode Island,
it is necessary to recognize the progressive aspects and also the rcactionary clorments evidanced
ot that time. s

Being more familiar with the character of the strike at Rhode Island College, thec writers
of' this paper will deal most extensively with an analysis of that particular strike,

To the students, the deaths at Kent State and the United States invasion of Cambodia were
concrete examples of the oppressive nature of the United States government, The spontancous
and strong nature of the students’ reaction displayed the depth of dissatisfaction with this
government, |

On Tuesday, May 5, 1970, a memorial service was held for the murdered students of Kent State.
Religious feelings quickly dissolved as the microphone was opened and political implications of
_the recent events were discussed, f

At this time, a mass democratic process was being carried out. Within a short time, Pat
Sloan proposed moving the meeting to the Student Union where he set himself up in the position
of a bureaucrat by taking over the use of the microphone, He implied that this type of parli-
mentary procedure was necessary to get things done quickly, His actions revealed the tacit
assumption that truly democratic means could not work — that is, nothing could be accomplished
if all the people present directly addressed themselves to the issues. This was the first of
many of Sloan’s activities throughout the strike which revealed his function as a bureaucrat.
Another slander of the democratic process appeared with the appointment of a strike committee,
Sixteen people were nominated and then appeinted rather than elected — again to save time,
Bureaucracy and its perpetuators always work against itrue mass democracy,

@ureaucracx

The assumptions on which the formation of a bureaucracy takes place are invariably anti-
people in nature., One of these assumptions is that people are irresolute and cannot act out of
common bonds or common will, It is also assumed that people can never know enough about the
situation that has already caused them to take strong and positive action ~-- that they have to
be taught by the burearcrat, Criticism is tolerated, not listened to, by the bureaucrat on the
assumption that leadership or authority is already extant — the bureaucrats themselves, Bu-
reaucrats always define themselves as the enlightened few possessing a monopoly on knowledge,
This position denies the validity of people’s experience,

A prime example of the manner in which bureaucracy operates was the first meeting of stu-
dents with the College Council on Tuesday, May 5. Students were called there not to take in
but merely to witness the ratification of a resolutipn drafted in qﬁte;;gpn§emp§hﬁgr‘whgtapgd
already been the strongly stated will of the majority which was to strike, The Council had an
inordinate number of faculty and administrators while students were represented by only two
“spokesmen”, Sloan, as one of these "spokesmen", acted in a blatantly bureaucratic way. He
knew the desire of the majority was to consolidate a strike and had posed as a leader of that
strike, However,; on stage he quickly and utterly ignored this decision in proposing a moritorium
to make the strike "legal", At this point he exposed decisively his role as go-between, The
other spokesman, Eli Perlman, who was obviously over-anxious to show his willingness to cater
to the will of the administration, blundered to the consternation of all including administrators

An important tool of bureaucracy is the use of paritimentary procedure, It is always the
tocl employed by the ruling class — in this case the College Council, Invariably, parlimen-
tarianism. is used oppressively by an elite minority obviously not desirous of or too fragile
for mass democracy. An example of this i3 the fact that the microphone was open at the whim
of the Touncil and a time limit was set on discussion, The obvious sell-out nature of bureau-
cracy soon became apparent to students, They saw that the bureaucratic "representativn" of the
will of students was amajor departure from what was in fact the case; that there wast mass
snnnort of a strike that originated with students and to be supported by students with or
witicnt the consent of administration or faculty.,
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Tt was significant that hundred s of dissatisfied people remained arter the Council
Jliceting. .- Conscious of the function of bureaucracy these students immcdiatelydecided to meet
open=cndedly in thc Jnion and resolved to continue the strike indcpcudent of the bureaumcrais
11¢i the administratior,3loan, and sympathizers. larce aumbers of students rose and spoke
out arainst the burcaucrats.,  The depth of student dissatisrTaction with bureaucracy was
“yrevealed, The suppression of thetr honest feelinss by bureaucratic mectings became evident,

tudents began to carry out struggle over the thrce issucs nf the strike — United States
. sut of South Fast Asiaz, condemnation of thc hent State deaths, frec racial and political
s prisoners, Again burcaucracy apreared in the ferm of werkshoys. Toc way was paved for all
types of "leaders", resultinz in another inherently unequal relaticnship. Trototypical class=-
rooms werc set up replete with "expert" teachers, usually esteemctt menbers of the college
veommunity" (the community of bureaucrats), Bireaucracy relies on expertisnm to Justify its

nfexistences - T T ) S -
Expertism
Thz-expert line is alvays introduccd and supportod by the “mrcarcrats. The expert uses
. .his self-defined position to sulstantiate all sorts of 111-Jefin~d and indefensitle interpret-
scations of problems that ceuld not stand on thoir cwn chjsctifiarle merit. Free exchange of
. ideas is.once zgain discouraged on the srounds that the exrert +ill answer all questions as
:2long as order is proccmved, After a very short time it becomes ararent that the cxpert will
- not we able to fulfill the avdacicus role he has assuncd, The fact is that no one had the
“imonoply on answors to questions concerning th: issucs of the strile. The only satisfactory
way of dealing with it weuld be vnencumbered msss democracy, Cu mony occassions the bank-
sruptey cof the gxporis wvould manifest itself and questiens wuould be turned hack or "thrown
. put® to the audicuce it argumentaticn around these questions went on with the sufference and
under the centrol of the expert, All sorts of appeals ic “order” would te made when the sit-
©_vation zot out of hand — in other words, when analysés were put forward that did not corres-

pond to thecse of the mederater,

—— An archtypical cxample of the povety of expertism was the collective walkout staged by

.. the formidable triumverate of Doctors Anghinetti, Lewaslkiy and Profughi. The subject that
they were to address thonselves to was United States imperialism in South East Asia.
Anghinatti proposed to deliver his anecdctal impressions concerning the situation, When asked
to.vrovidc a serious analysis born of some kind of study, he stormed out of the room. Profugh:
talked a*out his radical credentials but under questioning suddenly remembered an urgent ap-
peintment in Cranston and also departed, Finally, Lewalski was asked {for some kind of histor-
jcal analysis of the situwation. Claiming insufficient time for preparation and displaying
annoyancc at honest questioning, he also stepped down from the stage leaving students incred-
ulous at this spectocle, Lewalski, who had hundreds of vears of Anglo-American Colonialism
to draw upon for anzlysis and years of teach-ins to come up with an indictment of United State
imperialism, suddenly fevnd kimself muddled, Seemingly paradoxical, this position can be ex-
plained in terms of his stoke in the whole scheme of things, as head of the History Department
at Rhode Island Cnllars, an institution that works hand-in-glove with United States imperialis

[

on the cultrral level,

Mass Derocracy

ithin o matter of Asys, all of the anti-people theories used by the bureaucrats to justi
their existence wers smashed, Relying on thelr own experiences; students quickly saw that bas
or mass demccracy providced the only correct framework around which tc conduct strugzle, With
mass democracy pecTie have cqual access to and control of ideas., Regulation of pecple's right
to speal and criticizc come frem people themselves and nct from any paternalistic leadership,
Since all chanse comes ntcut as a result of struggle, to say that struggle should be limited
in any way by the immesition of the will of an edite and self-appointed few is to rromote
turcaucracy which in turn promotes fascism, The magnitude of the differences of cpinion on
various faccts of the strike came fully to light with the mass democratic process. People wel
darins te ctragsle and were willing to be criticized, OfF course ideological education, which
1as a matter of prirery imrcrtance during the strike, moved forward at a tremendous pace.
Differences were net cemented over.
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" 4door-to-door to conixant un g u% catu wouad Hhie atirjonistically “half--fascist =utur.an
+- worker, to explain in the mosi crotiniz=? Canouase possille 4o T, trecis havi to h o -
- turned home from Indociiiin, .aiters of racism . repressien o . Sored Tress navassing
- methods for fear of cifeading or confusing the supposedly raci~t 2" rerressed iveryda, nore
:8on, Besides, he or she could never Tatherm, as the Tirown University m-mber could, that ~ucinm
and repression were idcally tad thi.s, “ankiang ~n the trunped up .- ~lexity of the whole pic-

~-ture, the Brown Yourzeoils intellectual elite scornei aiwd mr1at upon tl 3 werking ran with anti-
- people propogzanda, '

) "Frze university® enterprises, syrang up ‘vom ar it z2list hase, At Ercwn, the maiox

- purpose of the "froe" university was to set forth idealized mr<-le as to 'that the existing:
university (the existing university with its asermactions i Tuiniica, L% a nud the “ddda
- East) should be transformed into. Frec university line is the traraiorpatior. irom “eics v
s-university to "free" being carried out peacef1lly, inlelli~ontly, a:” with liberal acatienic
“"tolerance on the parts of both trustce, tanker and idealist student,

“Btrike idealism nover stood alone, Tt was sutstautial ¢ i ~nd profa-ntel ly the

bureaucratic structure rreatod at thestrile's hepinniig, i ) t-vivod in tr. exvert bandling

- of the power cligue, v mcana of the dbscurantist weapon of Farizan tavianism,, At the first
formal strile nscibip: oc.Lurriag on jay 5 the urovisional strile chairroochip fell from the

--8ky te the feot of Tienslls itussell, who guickly and experti, - +mlied rarliamentary vroccdure
to her own groujy's intcrests, alilowing to creak those she aix o ly she chosc, This tendency
persisted into the strike, rarlianentariarisn remained the chief weapon of tho steering comnit-
tee that eventually took control of strike matters from the condescending hands of Mrs, Russell,
(It's Interesting enougzk to note that one of" the voilces more often and more
loudly heard from the steering committee ranks was that of MUC Jack Russell,

- husband to the mystically appointed provisional chairuan,

£ lthough bourgeois bureaucracy appears highly pervasive in its effect on
groups of people this does not mean that it is overpowering, By rigorous mass
democratic struggle and guided by Mao-Tsetung thought, idealism and bur-
eaucracy are exposed for what they are and for whose interests they are em-
ployed. Mass democracy did not fail during the Brown strike, It was not openly
applied to public analysis of the events, This erroe can be made once and
those rising progressive forces can benefit from it. But a similar error will
not ke made a sccond time., Ercwn Uriiversity communist, anti-imperialist and
progressive people aust join together to wage unceasing combat and ideolo-
gical warfare in the classroom and out to expose the bourgeois bureau-
cratic idealist 1lue, Prown's elite and sophisticated classroom standard
of detached expert irenscendence will be easily smashed, The development
of fascism will be ~iecked,

A STUDY OF THE STRIKE AT U.R.I,

The U.R,I, "strike" was the scene of much confusion last year, primarily
duc to the absence cf a rolitical party organized under a comprehensive anti-
lrperialist slogan,

From the outset, a self-appointed strike committe set themselves up as the
representative organ of the broad masses of students; of course, they were
not, Opinion v=ried widely concerning methods of dealing with the issues of
the attack of the 7anbLodian people and the murders at Kent State, while the
"strike" concept iteclf was the target of a sharp challenge. Supposedly very
libteral, and minc¢ful of diverse opinions, the strike committee, in fact,
orechestrat+d 2 jubrerstamp bureaucracy that served to infuriate, confuse,and
misluad pecople throughout the duration of its eXistence,
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weak, People were motivated to act by the highly =moticral issuss of Jackson Stat;i ﬁﬁ??ﬂéth
.and the attack against the Cambodian people, Th- ' nician +a walk out of the classroom origin
lated, to a great extent, as a result of this, iy tor.rds +.» ond of the stri»s was therc a
comprehensive political analysis of these phenomevs nut 7 vuaxd ag an alternative, The umty
of these superficially disjointed problems lies i tne fact 'hat they are mart and rarcel of
United States imparialism that economically cxpl-its and manilates coloriwed peo. tes throu;t -
out the world and oppresses us economically,pctitically, an! ¢ lturally at heme, Educati. at
Rhode Island College is geared to propel us ii!* socinl roles which perpetuat. tnis imperialist
system. The"culture" that we are exposed tc sc ros to mystify and obscure raither thar to explai
the role of our unreprescntative government thrsizhout the world,

Months later, ‘inited States imperialism still exists althoucr it is Yweing defeated by pec-
ples' wars throughout the world, most ostensibly in Indii, Pal-wtine, a. ° all of Jouth-Zhst Asia,
We, the students of Arerica, must also be prepared to ware a v :tractei “izht., The primary role
of a progressive studenl in America today is an ideclo=ical c:v., The riruggle arainst anti-
people ideas must go on in th: classroom, It is the prrpose I Rhod. Island Stuient Movement
to carry on this strugzle resolutely,

Revolution is the main trend in the world today
Support the anti-inmerialist struggles of people throushout the world:

Dare to strugmle-- A~xe to wini
THE STRIKE AT BROWH UNIVERSITY

That idealist world outlook and bureaucraiic structure go hand-in~hand,working tcgether to
obscure real problews and to create rassivity, was proven during the course of the Brown Univer-
sity segment of the widespread student strike of ‘ay 1970, Brown's specific policy and tactics
can be easily analysed and readily understood in view of the general scheme of petty bourgeois
protest,

From the strike's outset, general idealist world view publicly bloomed. Immecdiate and
honest outrage at the deaths of four white student protesters touched off the call to strike,
However, bourgeois interests in the form of university officials, chosen-few house radicals,
and bourgeois press snapped up this honest outraze, smeering it in sentimentalism in which the
"innocence" of the dead students was emphasized. One heard only statements dealing with the lack
of radical reputati on on the parts of the murdered, dealing with their being merely "Concern-
ed" with the expansion of an imperialist war, dealing with their intent to hurt no one...All this
weeping and sentiment when rigorous analysis of the real issue, the real cause of the deaths,. -
fasclst repression, was not only left undone but was in fact craftily skirted through appé&lé?ft,
to emotional idealism, Iio public denunciation of imperialism, no calls to oppose imperialist *+
wars with peoples' wars of liheration, The blatantly fascist nature of the killings became
immediately obscured, The official and primary problem of the strike, as didtated Trom stiyKe”

top level command, wzs to frrmulate a statement expressing the Brown "communitiets" senti-
mcntal hoxror at the most unfortunate deaths in Chio, while going into Providence teaching
the lesser people the Liberal Vord, :

4 nard working bourscois 1iberal clique called for the strike and remained in its fore-
frort corstantly, o actions were taken -rithout this clique's consent, no policy stated with-
ont this cliqus's official censorship, Those individuals comprising this ruling group had
strong affiliation with every reactionary or revisionist organization on campus: New Univer-
sity Conference, Student :lobilization, Young Jocialist Alliance, Progressive Labor, radical
anirchist sensationalist contingents as well as no-stand-in-particular academic iiberals.,
The 1live issuing from Brown's "mass" meetings to strike central to absurd guerrilla street
follies to “information" committees was a sinzle standard though multi-voiced offend-no-one
policy, FKow ai'ten was it heard that the strike was a "united front strike"? Vhat unit ed
front? A 'nited front of cvery non-revolutlonary group in cxistence:; with each group putting
Torth thzir isdivideal bid for noteriety,
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Afested itself visikly on a number of cccaclions, The rass meetings in
Fdwards Hall providec concrete examples, The bureaucrats presented motions
that they thcmselv:s had drafted and would ask the "audience" for a "yea" or
“"nay" vote concerning them, This is the most brazen form of anti-peorle
slander, Where -iid the eéncouragement of mass democracytisurehcrn? Nowhere,
The democratis rights of people are trampled over when these prcto-~fascist
"meetings are instituted by elitist strike committees, Those who were most
affected by the edicts handed ddwn from the meetings were the students, the

same peovle who were allowed the leact degree of crcativity in their formu-
lat 101’1- -

The need for ideological struggle became mo
wore or, however, this was discouraged by the "leadership" in favor of all
kinds Of pernicicus activities, Thousands of letters were sent off to cena=-
tors ard congressmen; this after the huge impotent moratorium marches of the
previeus fall, Many students were cajolled into running coff carnpus to canvass
neighborhoods, and to apologize for the strike, Hlorkchors were set up to train

new ¢..perts for future "teach~ins", What in fact happrned was that vague talk
of unity was applauded while anarchy prevailed,

re apparent as the strike

At this point it should be made quite slear ' psh the strike =t U, ., 1, was
by v weans a total failure, The confusion that ristad lasgt SEring has deme
onstrated clearly to students the need for conscious political crpganization,
Thiz 17 alveady teinpg carricd out at scicols throughont the statc, U,R.I. ine-

cluded, unéer the anti-imperialist banner of the Rhode Island ctudent Move-
ment, The major drawback of our strike, absense of a political party has al=-
rea'lv been remedied, It is now up to all s*n?snts to seize the initiative in
order to further the task of organizing to change the world,

ALL RTACTIONARY THINGS ARE THI 3AMT IF YOU DON'T

RN |

EIT THEM, THEY WON'"Y FALLi

IT IS RIGHT 70 REBEL AGAINST REACTIONARIES?

TWO WORT. CUTLOCKS: MATERTALIGI: MRSUS IDEALISM

To a large =xtent, 1hzological struggle in the classroom is based in an

effort to deal with vriblong in which students have a common stake, These
cormmen problens ave fw-iv hasis in a frustration that many students feel
ag & result = having

conie te the perception that the scope and intent of
the clessroor studies in which we are participants are ill-defined and in
many wvers inadeguate, As well as being students, we are more importantly
rnenlere of the Ameriocan Society; consequently, it is of the utmost importance
that our studicu ret ha carried out in a vacuum, We assert that there is,
ivdead, a reol wrorlad in which there are real inequities, and in order for us
to 2 conscioug »nrticipants in changing it, we must be equipped with the
necessary tonla, * ,nllows then, that if students are consistently presented
with subject m.t' ¢ et gerves no constrictive purpose in helping them come
to tevmg with the i afifiable real ity of which they are a part, the "equip-
aent" of their 1 o lieat widl te, in fast, useless, ‘
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idealist notion that the "outer world" is merely an external manifestation
»of an "inner!': mind-oriented world. We assert that there is only one world
gng that it»is universally composed of matter in motion, accord to matter'the
prlmary_pgsiticn in our analysis of phenomena; hence, the nomenclature
ﬁmaterlallst"; Idealism, or mind-oriented interpretation, 1s relegated to a
secondary position, Anyone. who has performed valid scientific experimentation
1s fully aware of the fact that no amount of mental subjectivity will in any
way serve to alter the empirical fact that a theory ic either proven to be
‘objectively correct in the real-world, or fails due to the fact that teh ana-

;;V we wic sLudenls OI materialistic thought because we have given up the
ides

1ysis upon which it was predicated had no material basis. We believe that the °-

-sclentific objectivity that we all subscibte to in the laborato ;
: J : ry, should be ¢
employed in thg study of all disciplines, and most imrortantly, in societal é

_gtudies;~- A el . gl soom o oadla o o

“1.EALL°TO FORM-NMAO TSETUNG THOUGHT PROPOGANDA TEANS. . .

The experience>of’thefrevclutionary—sﬁudents put in systematic form can
be summed up so the struggle against rising fascism can be intensified and
raised to a higher level, This can be done by following the lead of the come=
munist and anti-fascist forces among the working class and national minori=-
ties and by disseminating revolutionary ideology based on Mao-Tsetung

- thought and fighting for the  right to organize politically and to rebel
against reactionaries, The revolutionary students are laying the basis for
armed struggle, therefore, the American Student Movement calls on all pro=-
gressive students to Begin the War of Annihilation on the Cultural Front:

-To stand up 'in broad daylight and denounce fascist culture, films, art, music,

etc,, )

Denounce bourgeois academic authorities,

Do widespredd propoganda for lMao-Tsetung thought,

Develop mass democratic, anti-imperialistic, -anti-fascist struggles under the
slogans - no investigation!, No right to speak!, No sophistry!, No rhetoric

Actively combat Trotskyism, verisionism, or . any form of opportunism,

Hold meetings to sum up exXperience in the course of actual struggle and
develop guidelines to move forward,

DEATH TO FASCISM! . _
DOWN WITH ALL FORMS OF OPPORTUNISM! "~ - -~ -
LONG LIVE INVINCIBLE MARXISM LENINISM MAO TSETUNG THOUGHT!




