





Introduction

Laying the groundwork

A s the Asian American and Pacific Islander move-
ment prepares to enter the 1990s, it is a good time to
review significant victories and advances that were
achieved in 1988. Last year was an eventful year in
which we witnessed the historic victory of Japanese
American redress and reparations. That victory, won
after a decade of hard struggle, is the focus of this issue
of East Wind.

Asian/Pacific empowerment

Major advances in Asian/Pacific empowerment were
achieved in 1988. By impressing on the powers that
be that Asian/Pacific Americans have the will and the
power to rally sufficient forces to block an appointment
by a powerful governor, the defeat of Rep. Dan Lun-
gren as California treasurer constituted a breakthrough
and a major upset victory for Asian/Pacific Americans.
The article, ''Asian American Political Clout’' examines
the political fallout from the successful, redress-related
campaign against Lungren.

The Asian/Pacific community also had, at all levels
of the political process, a much higher profile in 1988
than in any previous election year. Former East Wind
editor Eddie Wong, who served as National Field Direc-
tor in the Jesse Jackson ‘88 presidential campaign, re-
counts his experiences and reflects on the significance
of the Jackson campaign for Asian/Pacific Americans
in his article. The article reviews the growing Asian/
Pacific support for Jackson and Jackson's outspoken
support on issues of concern to the Asian/Pacific com-
munities.

Asian/Pacific political power, however, rests ulti-
mately on our strength and organization at the grass-
roots level. In her article, Mabel Teng reviews the
accomplishments of the Chinese Progressive Associa-
tion, a community-based organization in San Francisco
that celebrated its 15th anniversary in 1988.

Alarming rise in anti-Asian violence

However, in 1988 anti-Asian violence also continued
to grow at an alarming rate. It has become an increas-
ing concern on many U.S. college and university cam-
puses. In their article, Hei Wai Chan and Marta Ho tell

of an ugly incident of anti-Asian violence at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut last year and the organizing carried
out by students and supporters in response. We also
include excerpts from an account of the incident by the
Asian students involved in it.

The cold-blooded murder of five Southeast Asian
school children at Cleveland School in Stockton, Cali-
fornia, in January 1989 underlines the seriousness and
urgency of confronting the challenge of anti-Asian
violence. Authorities have denied that the killings were
racially motivated, but the fact that all the fatalities and
most of the wounded were Asian, speaks for itself. Fur-
thermore, a former co-worker of the gunman revealed
that the killer has expressed his hatred for Southeast
Asian immigrants.

This issue of East Wind is dedicated to the five inno-
cent victims of anti-Asian violence and racism.

Asian-American culture

In the cultural section we would like to call atten-
tion to the article on Pilipino Cultural Nights by Ted
Benito and Meg Malpaya Thornton of Los Angeles. This
article examines the renaissance of traditional culture
taking place among Pilipino college and university
students. At a time when Pilipino students are being
cut from affirmative action programs and Pilipino stu-
dent college enrollment is falling dramatically, cultural
nights are an important source of unity and strength.

We are also pleased to present poetry by three tal-
ented Asian/Pacific poets, two of whom recently pub-
lished collections of poetry: author Genny Lim, from
her first book of poetry, Winter Place; Jeff Tagami from
his book, October Light; and poet and Philippine sup-
port activist Thelma Estrada.

Focus on redress/reparations

Forty-six years after their mass incarceration in U.S.
concentration camps, Japanese Americans won an his-
toric victory when President Reagan on August 10,
1988, signed into law the redress and reparations bill
known as the Civil Liberties Act of 1988. Once widely
believed to be unwinnable, the bill was passed by the
U.S. Senate on April 20, 1988, by a 67-27 vote and passed
by the House of Representatives on September 17,
1987, by a vote of 243-141. The bill calls for an official
apology, payments of $20,000 each to surviving former













































dent. Frank Ardaiolo, Dean of Stu-
dents, was apparently more con-
cerned with the offenders’ football
careers than the well-being of the vic-
tims, which outraged the students.
The administration’'s silence about
this incident could only be inter-
preted as tolerance of such behavior.
The victims were expected to be the
"Model Minority’” and not make
waves. Many of the victims were led
to believe that pursuing the matter
would get nowhere, and that they
should drop the matter. But this inci-
dent cut at their very sense of self-
respect. '"We were being treated
worse than animals,” said one stu-
dent. "The university must be held
accountable to ensure a safe learning
environment for all students. Not
only should it review its mishandling

Together,
students learned
that justice can

be gained only

through unity

and struggle,
not silence.

of this case, the university must
publicly acknowledge that racism ex-
ists on campus and take all necessary
actions to deal with it.” With that,
the students fought on.

Despite the delays, runarounds, and
attempted cover-up by the adminis-
tration, the students’ persistence
eventually led to the identification
and prosecution of two of the at-
tackers, Sean Doyle and Mark Lan-
dolfi. Doyle was suspended for one
year. Landolfi received two years
probation. Dissatisfied with the ad-
ministration's ‘“slap on the wrists"
solution while ignoring the deeper
problem, Asian American students
sought help from the Asian American
Resource Workshop in Boston. Upon
its suggestions, students began out-
reach to other students of color on

The following is an account by the
vzctzms of the December 3, 1987,
incident.

On the evening of December

3rd, 1987, at 9:30 pm, eight of us,
Feona Lee, Marta Ho, Lenny Chow,
Tina Chin, Heidi Hara, Daniel
Shan, Ping Szeto, and Ronald
Cheung, gathered outside Belden
dorm-waiting for a bus to take us
to a semiformal. The semiformal

" was sponsored by Belden and Wat-
son Hall and was to be held at the
Italian: American Club in Tolland,
Connecticut. Eventually we got
onto.a bus with a large group of
people. We found seats towards the
back of the bus with three to four
people on each bench.

We sat quietly waiting for the
bus to leave when Feona suddenly
felt something land on her hair. At
first 'she thought it was some sort
of ledakage from the bus. It landed
on  her several times more and

Racial Harassment ¢ t
Umversuty of Connect:cut

when it hit her face she fmally
realized that someone had been
spitting on her. It-was all over her
hair, jacket,
defense, she got up and demanded -
to know who was splthng on. her

or ‘what had ha_ppened because it
was such a chaotic. situation. Feona
started to.'scream when no.one

responded. to her. ‘We all realized -

what had happened at this point.

The guys in the back of the bus. .

had been spitting on us for a few
minutes, and -only when it landed
on Feona's face did we become
aware that our- backs had been
covered with spit.

At this point; Daniel got up and
went to Feona's side. He was trying
to find out who was doing the spit-
ting and wanted them to apologize
to us. As Feona was yelling at the
group, one of them spat on her
again. This made Dan furious but
before he had time to do anything
his face was also covered with spit.

and face. In her stig

,Mar “=Land01f1

were doing most |
{Later we were t

other bad names and asked »
fight outside.  The: people ion

bus driver would not move unles:
everyone was seated. There wa
really nothing we could do sinc
we did not want to fight, 5o
up-with the degradatf .

By the time the bu, began to
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FOCUS:

REDRESS/
REPARATIONS
VICTIORY

“I always felt we could win

if we persevered

and stuck together

as a community.

by ot
H”""i;”“\ vl i e e * . )
o et e f the bill didn’t pass,
L el h,;.wgsi.t‘ i gy

-l was ready to continue
on until we won.
| would have never

given this up.”

Tsuyako “Sox” Kitashima
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Mineta . . .

from page 30

platforms statements on the injustice
of the evacuation. Things like that
were very helpful.

The letter writing efforts without a
doubt had a big impact. I thought the
letter writing efforts to President Rea-
gan were very effective. A petition
came in from Bruyeres, France, with
about 10,000 signatures, because
they were liberated by the 442nd
RCT. (an all-Japanese American unit
in the U.S. Army in World War II}. I
sent the petition to the White House.
Frankly, when I got that thing, I
started crying, it was so moving.

EW: What's the outlook for the
bills to fund the redress payments?

Mineta: 1've already started a
conversation with members of the
Appropriations Committee on putting
in maybe an initial $100 or $200 mil-
lion, if we can get that much, in the
Spring 1989 (federal budget) supple-
mental, to at least start paying the
Issei, who are really old. I spoke in
Seattle and met a woman who is 104
years old. I want to make sure she
gets her money as soon as possible.
So even if it's $50 million, I'd like to
get some money into the Spring sup-
plemental appropriations bill to get
payments started in 1989.

EW: What future issues do you see
Asian Americans making gains on?

Mineta: Well, bills on hate crimes,
increasing violence against Asians.
The issue of admissions to universi-
ties. Generally speaking, issues relat-
ing to education, job opportunities,
affirmative action. I think we have
to work more broadly with Chinese
American groups, Korean American,
Vietnamese, Laotian, Filipino Ameri-
can groups. I just got a memo from
my staff on the reintroduction of the
bill that relates to Filipinos who were
recruited by the U.S. Navy and even
after they served, they are not eligi-
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ble for U.S. citizenship. 1 authored
this bill and we had about 175
cosponsors. I'm in the process right
now of contacting those 175 because
I'm going to reintroduce it. The Chair-
man of the Immigration Subcommit-
tee, Ron Mazzoli, has indicated early
hearings on the bill, and that's what
I'm preparing for right now.

EW: Do you think the redress
victory helped empower Asian
Americans?

Mineta: 1 think this shows that
you don't have to be a large voting
bloc to be able to show what you can
do. It showed that by working to-
gether in concert with other groups,
you can get these things done. I think

Matsui . . .

from page 31

Norm {Mineta) and I were buttonhol-
ing individual members and asking
them to sponsor the bill. Spark (Mat-
sunaga) on the Senate side was mov-
ing ahead in 1987 with his effort.

EW: Where do we go from here?

Matsui: 1f the Japanese American
community does not parlay this new
political strength and awareness, take
part in other political activities, such
as getting involved in political cam-
paigns — and even thinking of run-
ning for political office themselves —
or lobbying their legislature or Con-
gress — if they don't take that next
step, build upon this, this whole ef-
fort would not have the significance
I think it should have. In order to
have a continued impact, we will
have to use this knowledge and ex-
perience and go beyond this. I am
really concerned that we may see this
as our only issue and not get in-
volved in other things as well. We
can't just sit back now and say it's
over.

I think the Lungren issue is a good
example. Did you see the Pacific Citi-
zen editorial in which they apolo-

to the extent it proved we can do
this, it gave us an insight into em-
powerment, what it means. O

Susan Hayase is a member of Nihon-
machi Outreach Committee (NOC) in
San Jose, California.

I want to make
sure the Issei, who
are really old, get

their money as

soon as possible.

gized for Lungren? That was outra-
geous. Here we had help from other
groups and all of a sudden we closed
our eyes when we got a right-wing
conservative like Dan Lungren who
almost became a statewide office-
holder in our state. Whoever wrote
the editorial — I don't know who it
was — obviously doesn't understand
the whole concept of redress and the
meaning behind it.

EW: What about the appropriations
for the reparations payments?

Matsui: We want to get the ap-
propriations as quickly as possible.
That is where Senator Inouye will be
very critical because he is very high
on the Appropriations Committee on
the Senate side, and his involvement
will be essential to this effort. It re-
mains to be seen how much the first
year appropriations will be. We are
going to have a tough year with a
new President, but we'll seek the
maximum and see where we are on

this. [

Diane Tomoda of Sacramento,
California, is a member of NCRR.































































president of USC Troy Philippines,
“and they are UCLA and Cal State
Los Angeles. There is no Pilipino eth-
nic studies class at USC, so for our
PCN last year, we decided to illus-
trate the manong (first wave Pilipino
immigrants to the U.S.} experience in
America. In that manner, our PCN
was a tool for educating students
about their history. It was a deep
message because we wanted to con-
vey that our generation owes its exis-
tence to the sacrifices our ancestors
made."

Having been functioning at this
level of cultural and political expres-
sion, Pilipinos began to see similar
points of interest. It was evident that
some of the struggles on one campus
were consistent with other campuses.
It made sense to form a more com-
prehensive community-based coali-
tion. The same "family spirit” that
each Pilipino student organization
embodied in their own PCN was
again elevated to a higher level.

"That's how SCPASA (Southern
California Pilipino American Student
Association) was formed,” says Isaias
Paja, Jr., president of the Hiyas Pili-
pino Club at Cal State Los Angeles.
"SCPASA's membership is composed
of the various Pilipino student organ-
izations from around Southern Cali-
fornia, from Cal State Fullerton to
UC Irvine. We are constantly grow-
ing. Two more schools applied as
members recently which would push
the total roster to over eighteen or-
ganizations. We are growing so fast,
it's incredible!"

Since its inception over eight years
ago, SCPASA has become a major
mechanism for galvanizing Pilipino
students. “SCPASA acts as a magnet,”
continues Paja, “to pull together a
large political, social, and cultural
base. Its strength lies in the enthusi-
asm, participation, and support of
the member groups, and that usually
comes through dances, tournaments,
and even our own SCPASA Pilipino
Cultural Night."

Two years ago at the SCPASA PCN,
a skit was presented by the Search to
Involve Pilipino Americans (SIPA), a
Pilipino youth agency. The skit dra-
matized the issue of Pilipino youth

gang activity. SIPA was formed as an
organization in 1972 by youth, stu-
dents, and community people to ad-
dress the needs of Pilipino American
youth. In 1981, a gang killing oc-
curred which involved a Pilipino
youth gang. The community reacted
by demanding funding to establish a
permanent agency that could work
with the youth more effectively.
Since that PCN, many more cam-
pus groups have worked with SIPA,
and with other community groups
for the betterment of the community.
The fact many students felt the

At UCLA,
where Pilipino
admissions
dropped by 41%,
PCN is a way to
bring out this
and other
vital issues.

strong urge to participate in a critical
issue such as the growing gang prob-
lem lends credence to the empower-
ment PCN s can foster.

Through the networking of SCPASA
and its sister organization NCPASA
{Northern California Pilipino Ameri-
can Student Association), Pilipinos
statewide have greatly developed.
Within these two organizations, stu-
dents have mobilized to address ad-
mission and retention services in
college, demand Pilipino American
studies classes throughout the UC,
CSU, and community college sys-
tems, and to emphasize cultural
development. Pilipinos have changed
the complexion of the Asian Pacific
student movement by broadening
the scope of issues that must be
addressed.

The Asian/Pacific Islander Student
Union {APSU) has helped to cultivate
this heightened organizational effort.
APSU is composed of representatives
from different Asian/Pacific student
groups throughout West Coast col-
leges. Through its ten year existence,
APSU has fostered a strong sense of
unity among Asian/Pacific students.
Annual conferences provide work-
shops on educational rights, the im-
migrant experience, the women's
movement, and cultural development.

""Pilipinos are at the forefront of the
Asian Pacific student movement,’’ says
Ted Benito, APSU coordinator for the
Los Angeles region. ''I feel the issues
APSU addresses hit home to many
Pilipino students. Many students can
feel a greater strength and empower-
ment within APSU."

For Pilipinos, the need to unite
again is coming rapidly. Before the
California state budget is presented
and while California's Master Plan
on Higher Education is being writ-
ten, the role that students play in
terms of deciding policy is critical.
"Educational policies are being made
without the input of those being ed-
ucated,” says Benito, "so with APSU,
students have the chance be heard.
For Pilipinos, this is crucial. Adminis-
trations are cutting Pilipinos from af-
firmative action programs, and state
funding for educational loans is very
low. This has an impact on our com-
munity because Pilipinos who want
to go to college are no longer
guaranteed that right.”

Still and yet, we must look to the
spirit of unity fostered by the expres-
sion of culture that has anchored
Pilipinos in Asian America. PCN not
only expresses heritage and history,
but issues and ideas. PCN ignites
community support on subjects from
gang violence to educational rights.
SCPASA and APSU have injected Pili-
pinos with a keener sense of empow-
erment and provide arenas for social,
political, and cultural exchange.

The changing demographics of
California will make it the first third
world state in the union by the next
decade. Pilipinos must affirm their
participation in all areas of society.
This demands understanding, unity,
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It wasn't the concern

of the forklift driver who searched
between the chopped heads of cabbage
thinking the finger could be sewn back.
No, it was the face

she longed for, that serene

face she lost years ago.

A face the young woman

across from her now owned

who did not once look up from her work
who smiled

as if remembering a silly joke

or the slight tremble

of her boyfriend's lips

as he kissed her goodnight.

Now she keeps the finger in the freezer
in an envelope with a plastic window.
Because it is still a part of her

she cannot let go, like her man

who pickled her miscarriage

in a bottle of alcohol could not let go.
For two years

he kept it beside the bed.

Each night he held it up to the lamp
stroking the glass clear of his choked breath
as if to contemplate a son without future.
Finally, as if that bottle

could no longer contain his grief

he buried it beneath the porch steps
near the mint.

Now it is broccoli

and my mother must be careful
though she has given up forty years
to the passing of vegetables

though she knows the knife

and the fat clumsy fingers

that betray each other

though she knows

broccoli is only a river

through which we carve our simple life.
Her raised knife wavers in the air
while the colors go on playing tricks
with her eyes, and the nail

of her clipped finger

slowly turns black

behind the box of frozen peas

and ice cubes.

From October Light, a book of poetry by Jeff Tagami.
See review on page 66.
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ALESKEROS

FILIPINO
CANNERY
WORKERS

Photography by John Stamets

In the 1920s, after U.S. laws were passed pre-
venting Chinese and Japanese workers from immigrat-
ing, Filipinos were recruited to fill the vacuum of cheap
labor caused by these laws.

""Before we came, our impression of America
was that you got to pick up gold in the streets, that
everybody was nice,”’ said Leo Lorenzo, an Aleskero
(Filipino cannery worker). "But as soon as we got out on
the pier — well, naturally there was the police and every-
body like that, meeting the boat. They had a different at-
titude. Before we arrived, there were already problems
in the social atmosphere.”’

The seasonal Alaska cannery labor was consid-
ered by many to be the best of a series of poor jobs open
to Filipinos who worked a migrant labor circuit up and
down the West Coast. The oppressive conditions these
workers faced opened them to union organizing. The
early ‘30s were the beginning of a history of union
organizing for the Aleskeros.

The following portraits and oral histories are
part of the Pioneer Aleskeros Project, developed to pre-
serve the history and lives of these workers. The men, all
of whom are from the Seattle area, poignantly recall
their first years in America, the founding of the Cannery
Workers Union, and the important role that the Alaska
salmon canneries played in their lives. Most of the men
continued to work in the canneries well into their 60s
and 70s. The men are between 75 and 88 years old, and
three of them worked in Alaska for the 1987 season.

The 31-portrait exhibit was sponsored by the
Cannery Workers Union, Region 37 ILWU/IBU and was
funded mostly by the Washington Commission for the
Humanities. Oral histories were collected by a dozen
younger members of the union and others in the commu-
nity. The photographer and project director is John
Stamets.

For information on the exhibit, write to John
Stamets, 403 - 14th Ave. E., Seattle, WA 98112, or Can-
nery Workers Union, Local 37 ILWU, 2800 First Ave.,
#226, Seattle, WA 98121.
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Book Review

66

OCTOBER LIGHT

poems by Jeff Tagami

Book review by Ernestine Tayabas

October Light by Jeff Tagami. Photography, book
design, and production by Lenny Limjoco. Published by
Kearny Street Workshop, 827 Pacific Street, Box 3, San
Francisco, CA 94133, $7.95.

‘[eff Tagami's October Light is an important collec-

tion of poems that depicts the lives of working
class Pilipinos in Watsonville, California. Not since
Carlos Bulosan's writing has there been a body of
work dedicated to the experiences of Pilipino
laborers who toiled in the lumberyards, fields, and
canneries of California.

The experiences of the “first wave’ of Pilipinos are
a source of pride and strength for all Pilipinos. The
first generation were mostly men, the manongs”
who were farm workers and cannery workers. They
faced discrimination, anti-Pilipino sentiment, anti-
miscegenation laws, and were objects of racial vio-
lence. In the face of this, Pilipinos fought back and
resisted unfair labor practices. Their stories have
helped to shape the national consciousness of Pili-
pino Americans today. Tagami highlights this in his
poetry. Watsonville holds particular significance since
it was the site of anti-Pilipino sentiments and race
riots during the 1930's. Today, Watsonville and the
Central Valley still employ Pilipino laborers, now
mostly women who work in the multi-million dollar
cannery industry.

The poems are largely autobiographical. Written
over the past 10 years, this third generation Pilipino
American poet writes about his mother, his family,
and other people he grew up with. "I write about
the human spirit, about struggling,” says Tagami,
"people can identify with it because they see them-
selves in it."” Indeed this is true. His poetry struck a
familiar chord for me since my parents and grand-
parents came to this country, as his originally did, as
contract laborers in Hawai'i.

The poems convey the aspirations and dreams of
Pilipinos who are trying to make a better life for
themselves and their families. They describe the
hardships of working long hours of back-breaking
work in the fields. From "“"Without Names'':
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Back of our farmhouse
Filipinos hunchbacked
From a lifetime of hauling
Irrigation pipes,

Squeeze goat entrails clean,
Sticking their fingers

In places I think

Not possible.

Tagami's poetry also gives us a sense of the joy,
pain and frustration of living in a society that treats
you as second class citizens. In "Tobera’, Tagami
pays tribute to Fermin Tobera, a Pilipino laborer, a
young man, a dreamer, an immigrant in a strange
land, who was shot and killed during the Watson-
ville race riots of the 1930's.

Yes, a man gets lonely

but he has to do something
to stop from going crazy.
And it's not craziness

when men get together

to buy a 29 Model T

and drive from Watsonville
to Lompoc, San Pedro

to Oxnard and back again
past the neatly clipped lawns
of white neighborhoods
where they are not wanted
in a country

where they are not welcome.
And to do this over and over
like a man slapping

his own face again and again.

Since its publication in October 1987, Tagami has
done numerous poetry readings on college campuses
in California and Hawai'i. The response has been
tremendous and positive. Pilipino audiences are
often amazed to learn that there are Pilipinos who
are writing and being published. Tagami believes
there should be more published works by Pilipino
Americans. He and other writers in the Bay Area
Pilipino Writers group are just beginning to tell the
stories of our people so that they may not be forgot-
ten. October Light is a good example of this. a

Ernestine Tayabas is on the executive committee of
the Filipino American Democratic Caucus of California.
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Notes on items in cover photo

1.
2.
3.
4.

5,
6.

Duffel bag from the Tokushige family, San

Jose, California.

Camp at Amache, Colorado. Photo courtesy of
George Yoshioka.

Charles Hamasaki testifying at the Commission
hearings in Los Angeles, 1981.

Camp identification tags from the Tatsuno family,
San Jose, California.

10, 11, 12. Photos courtesy of George Yoshioka.
Purple Heart belonging to Rudy Tokiwa,

442nd Regimental Combat Team.

7. Pilgrimage to camp at Manzanar, May 1982.
8.
9. Eagle carved by Paul Sawabe from the wood of his

1982 Day of Rememberance, Los Angeles.

trunk, one of few personal belongings allowed in
camp.









