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EE GARY TYLER!

o | March in New Orleans July 24!

New Orleans. La.—Supporters from all over the South are making
plans to converge on New Orleans for the ‘‘Free Gary Tyler” Demon-
stration to be held here July 24. To date, more than 50 organizations,
trade unions, and individuals have endorsed the demonstration which
aims to prevent Tyler’s execution.

In conjunction with the July
24 New Orleans demonstration,
local demonstrations will take
place in a number of cities.

Gary Tyler, who will be 18
years old July 10, is the victim
of a racist frame-up. During an
anti-busing riot at a high school in
Destrehan, La., nearly two years
ago, a white student was killed.
Tyler, who is Black, was falsely
convicted by an all-white jury,
sentenced to death, and sent to
Death  Row at the infamous An-
gola State Prison.

from the KKK convention. This
monument waserected to “honor’
white vigilantes who died in an un-
successful attempt at overthrow-
ing the revolutionary Reconstruc-
tion government of New Orleans
made up of poor whites and freed
Black slaves in 1876. This “‘monu-
ment”’ stands as an insult to Black
- people and a symbol of the contin-
uing national oppression that gives
rise to cases like that of Gary Tyler.

petition drive and participated in
other ways in the struggle for Ty-
ler’s freedom.

The mass mobilization in New
Orleans will take place on the same
day as the national convention of
the Ku Klux Klan. The KKK has
been particularly active in trying
to intimidate white and Black sup-
porters from joining in the Tyler
defense effort, even going so far
as to murder 19-year-old Richard
Dunne, a Black youth who attend-
ed a Gary Tyler fundraising dance.
This incident further exposed to

Within the demonstration spon-
sored by the Gary Tyler Defense
Committee in New Orleans, the
“July 24 Southwide Coalition to
Free Gary Tyler” has organized a
contingent from cities across the
South. In addition to “Free Gary
Tyler,” this contingent is raising
the demands of:

TEAMSTER DUES FINANCE
WORKING CLASS ENEMIES

The multi-billion dollar pension
fund of the largest union in the
country, the Teamsters, has been
‘used as a source of massive profits
for the giant corporations,-gang-
sters and the biggest enemies of
the working class. At the same
time, thousands of union mem-
-bers, including a large percentage
of Blacks and Chicanos, have been
denied their pensions on retire-
ment.

The pension fund, which is
controlled by the Teamster bureau-
cracy headed by President Frank
Fitzsimmons, has long been one
of the mainsprings behind the cor-
rupt and traitorous rule of these
opportunists. It has enabled them,
as well as the rest of the labor aris-
tocracy, to turn the unions into
giant business operations, no dif-
ferent than those of any other
section of finance capital.

From the giant profits returned
from these loans to gangsters and
Las Vegas hotel owners, Fitzsim-

mons has been able to create an
empire for himself and his cronies.
This has come at the expense of
the rank and file, who were told
by Fitzsimmons to “Go to hell”
at their recent Las Vegas conven-
tion when they protested another
giant raise for the union bosses.
Workers in all unions, as well
as the unorganized workers, have
also suffered from Fitzsimmons’
profiteering. They have been the
victims of Teamster scabbing and
union-busting tactics as the Fitz-
simmons gang has tried to smash
the United Farm Workers Union
and others in an attempt to fill

Teamster coffers with workers’

dues and carry out the wishes of
big business. ;

The Teamster hierarchy is the
direct agent of big business and
the government within the ranks
of the labor movement.

Under growing pressure from

(PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 8)

The case of Gary Tyler is one
example of the whole system of
national oppression and capitalist
injustice that has been directed at
the Afro-American people for cen-
turies. As such, it has roused the

anger of tens of thous ads of peo-
ple who have joined thie continuing

many people the role of the Klan
as terrorists for the cause of ca-
pitalist oppression.

To demonstrate militant oppo-
sition to theKlan, the New Orleans

march will proceed to the infa-

37 “White Supremacy Monu-
ment” directly across the street

“Down with Segregation, Death to
the Klan!
Full Democratic Rights for
Black People!
Jobs or Income Now! Jobs
Not Jails!
Self-Determination for the Afro-
American Nation!”

‘Southwide
Coalition’
Endorsers

AFSCME Local 1644, Atlanta, Ga.

AFSCME Local 1624, Austin, Texas

Atlanta Branch of the NAACP

Atlanta National Welfare Rights Organization

Atlanta Workers’ Committee to Fight Back

Augusta, Georgia SCLC

Austin Fight Back Organization

Baltimore Fight Back

Blaek American Law Student Association,
Athens, Ga.

James Bond, Atlanta City Councilman

Julian Bond, Georgia State Legislator

Tyrone Brooks, Executive Vice President, SCLC

Charleston Fight Back Committee

Communist Youth Organization

Community Action League

Daisy Crawford, TWUA Organizing Committee,

DEATH PENALTY:

Cannon Mills

Dallas, Texas, Chapter of the Black
Panther Party

Ron Delh US. Cong , Calif.

Friends and Families of the Inmates of
Tuscaloosa County Jail . Ala.

Frank Gilbert, President, Florence, S.C.,
Branch NAACP

Lennox Hines, Director of the National
Conference of Black Lawyers

Louisville, Ky.,SCLC

League of United People, Dallas

Houston Fight Back

Ernie McMillian, Dallas

Eva McMillian, Dallas National Fight Back
Organization

National Lawyers Guild

New Orleans Workers' Fight Back

North Carolina State Chapter of the
Black Panther Party

North Florida Socialist Collective,
Gainesville, Fla.

- October League (M-L)

Owens-Iilinois Workers Fightback, Atlanta
People United for Justice for Prisoners, Dallas
River City Fight Back Organization

Dorothy Simmons, Atlanta

South Dallas Information Center

' Southeast Region War Resisters League

Southern Conference Educational Fund

Southern West Virginia Fight Back Committee

Tampa Workers Committee

Texas State Chapter, A. Phillip Randolph
Institute

Cheryl Todd, Atlanta

United Garment Workers Local 29, Atlanta

University of Texas Chapter (Austm)of MECHA

Jean Wagner, Southern Regional Vice-President
of Women’s International League for Peace
and Freedom

Arthur Weaver, President, Nacogdoches Branch
NAACP, Texas

Hosea Williams, Atlanta SCLC

Robert F. Williams

WEAPON

OF CAPITALIST RULE

The Supreme Court’s restora-
tion of the death penalty last
week is a new offensive in capi-
talism’s war against working
class and minority people as well
as those who rebel against the
system.

The court’s decision upheld
the death penalty laws of Geor-
gia, Florida and Texas. In these
states, a person convicted of first-
degree murder may or may not
be sentenced to death, depend-
ing on the judge or jury’s opin-
ions about the person’s character
and the crime.

At the same time, the court
struck down the death penalty
laws of North Carolina and Lou-
isiana, where a person convicted
of first-degree murder is sen-
tenced to death automatically.

The court left unresolved the

: fate of the 47 Death Row in-

mates in Louisiana, including

Gary Tyler, and the 122 who
face death in North Carolina. At
press -time, it could not be learn-
ed whether these sentences will
be commuted to life imprison-
ment, or whether the prisoners
will be resentenced to death un-
der new state laws when they
are written.

At last count, there are 611
people in 30 states awaiting ex-
ecution. Among them are a num-
ber of prisoners, such as Gary
Tyler, whose only real “‘crimes”
are being Black and a militant
fighter against the system.

Sixty percent of the people
whose murders are planned are
Black, Chicano, Puerto Rican or
Native American. The same sys-
tem of racist injustice that op-
presses minority nationalities all
their lives also puts them to
death in discriminatory numbers.

More than half of the people

on Death Row are in the Black
Belt states of the South. Over
100 are in North Carolina alone,
the state with the lowest wages
in the U.S. The entire court sys-
tem,” especially in the Deep
South, still stinks of the slave §
system and the lynch rope. §

The restoration of the death
penalty is a sharp reminder that §
we live in a bloody dictatorship
of the big capitalists.

But the decision also shows
the capitalists’ fear of the grow-
ing movement of the workers
and minorities against the deter-
iorating conditions of life in the
UsS.

The restoration of the death
penalty will not go unopposed
by the people. The demand for
striking down the death penalty
will become another front of

.struggle for the revolutlonary

movement.




BICENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION
OF EXPLOITATION

The July 4th activities provided big business
with its much-needed propaganda blitz. It was
truly a celebration of U.S. imperialism’s ability to
plunder the world and exploit its own people for
so long.

In President Ford’s Independence Day speech,
he put forth his now familiar theme that the work-
ing class must “sacrifice” even more. “A nation
survives only so long as the spirit of sacrifice and
self-discipline is strong within its people,” he said.
This new call for “self-discipline” in the Bicen-
tennial comes in the face of growing war prepara-
tions and when the general economic crisis is
growing deeper and sharper throughout the entire
capitalist world.

With the factors for both war and revolution
on the rise, Ford projected a third century of ca-
pitalist Americana. His view called for a “safer
society,” and “a more stable international order.”
There is nothing the ruling circles-want more on
their 200th birthday than for the people of this
country and the world to accept their rule, their
plunder, their exploitation and oppression without

resistance. This is what a “safer society” means.
This is what a “more stable international order”
means. This is what “sacrifice” means.

But we are living in the era of imperialism and
socialist revolution. There can be no “safety” and
no “stability” anywhere anymore for imperialism.
For the people of the world, including the working
people of the U.S., these hundreds of years of ca-
pitalism are long enough. When the fireworks
fizzle and the flags are taken in, the working peo-
ple return to the realities of massive unemploy-
ment, the threat of a new war, and racist terror
spreading from the schools of South Boston to
the south side of Chicago.

All of the basic contradictions in our society
are getting sharper. Opposition to capitalism is
growing stead ily despite all the patriotic demagogy.

OLYMPIC
GAMES
ARE POLITICAL

The Canadian government, host of the 1976
Olympic Games, has taken ajust stand in threat-
ening to ban the reactionary Taiwan government
from the Games. In response, the U.S. government
has raised a loud cry that the “Olympics cannot
be political” and has threatened to “boycott.”

The same debate raged last week when the U.S.
pulled out of Davis Cup tennis participation be-
cause many third world countries refused to com-
pete against the players of the racist South African
regime. Again, the U.S. claimed that “politics
doesn’t mix with athletics.”

By speaking of “politics” in the abstract, the
U.S. imperialists pry to hide their own “politics”
which for decades dominated the Olympic Games.
They used the Gamesto try to isolate the People’s
Republic of China from the rest of the world
because it is a socialist country. Through their
control of the International Olympic Committee,
the U.S. promoted recognition of the fascist Tai-
wan clique as the “true representatives of China.”

While they dominated the various international
sports organizations, the U.S. imperialists spread
the “politics” of South African apartheid where-
the majority of the people are not allowed to take
part in sports competition because they are Black.

But now a new day is dawning. The trends of
anti-superpower resistance, anti-apartheid and
anti-Zionism have grown strong in the Olympic
Games and all arenas of international sports and
culture. No longer is it possible for U.S. imperial-
ism to have its own way as it once did. This is
why the spokesmen for the U.S. sports organiza-
tions have suddenly become anti-*“political.”

Canada should be supported for its recognition
of the People’s Republic of China as the only real
representative of the Chinese people at any Olym-
pic Games. The stand of the many countries in
the sports arena against imperialism, racism and
reaction should also be supported.

Sports, like everything else, is developing
through the course of sharpening class struggle.
Sports are political.
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Declaration of: oreANZING cOMMITTEE
Tora Manost.Leninist Party
P.0. Box 4399 Chicago. Illinois 60680

MARXIST-
LENINISTS
UNITE!

“Marxist-Leninists Unite”
is the political statement of
unity of the newly-formed
Organizing Committee for
a Marxist-Leninist party. It
contains an analysis of the
present  conditions under
which the new party is being
built as well as the principles
of unity for all communists
to enter into the party-build-
ing process.

Copies are available for

15 from the Organizing
Committee for a Marxist-
Leninist Party, P.O. Box

4399, Chicago, 111 60680.

The Call is published weekly, at S10 for a one-year sub-
scription. 4249 W. Division. Chicago. Illinois 60651.
Application to mail at, second-class rates is pending at
Chicago. lllinois.
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Dear Comrades,

We recently had the opportunity to read
your theoretical journal Class Struggle. We
wish- to express our general agreement with
much of what is said. However, we also
have the opportunity from time to time to
read a newspaper called The Guardian
which unfortunately on the question of
Angola adopted a line similar to that of the
revisionist parties and organizations within
Australia. We believe that absolute clarity
must be grasped on the question of Soviet
social imperialism.

Recently, in March of this year, we ini-
tiated and led a mobilization against the
visit to Australia by the U.S. imperialist
Vice-President Nelson Rockefeller. He
came and went, and was met everywhere
by mass militant demonstrations.

In Sydney about 1500 workers and stu-
dents protested and the demonstration was
viciously attacked by state police forces.
Eighteen were arrested and framed. Dur-
ing the mobilization we held high the de-
mand “U.S. Bosses Get Out! Russian Boss-
es Stay Out! Independence for Australia!”
From within the demonstration the revi-
sionists and their allies attempted to dis-
rupt. They were soundly defeated.

In the event of war between the two su-
perpowers, unity between the international
proletariat will be vital to defeating the im-
perialists and their lackeys.

S.H.
Australian Independence Movement
Sydney, Australia

Dear Comrades,

This is just to let you know that the
shipment of 25 copies of State and Revolu-
tion arrived safely and have been distribut-
ed to those members of the study groups
who did not yet have a copy.

Also, The Call's June 14 editorial was
great. We made up copies of it and distri-
buted it in the prison.

I especially liked the part in the editor-
ial about study circles. Hopefully other pri-
soners in other prisons will get the idea to
begin studying in groups. | am going to be
writing to friends outside the prison sug-
gesting that they subscribe to The Call.

CA.
Somers, Conn.

Letters

Dear Call Staff:

It was great to read that 80 Calls are now
being sent to prisoners at Somers, Conn. |
gladly contribute this $10.00 to the prison
subscription fund and pledge my solidarity
with the prison struggles all over the coun-
try ,particularly to the attacks on minorities.
Here in Tampa, we are fighting the same ra-
cist police and judicial system in the case
of John and Eddie Ruth Marshall, two lead-
ers in the fightback who have been framed

and convicted on phony charges (see Call,
May 17).

I firmly support the distribution of re-
volutionary literature, especially The Call/
El Clarin, in the prisons because 1) the
study and application of Marxist-Leninist
theory is paramount to all our struggles
against this rotten imperialist system and
2) The Call is instrumental in organizing
the new communist party which will link
all our struggles together and lead the work-
ing class and oppressed national minorities
to power and put the real criminals, the
imperialists, behind bars. Liberate the pri-
sons and jail the real criminals!

In Solidarity,
M.M., Tampa Fla.

To The Call,

The article on GMAD, Norwood in the
June 28 issue of The Call was a shortened
version of an article we sent in. As printed,
it contains some factual errors and does
not make clear the two lines that had been
pushed by different forces on how to fight
GM’s discrimination.

The point of the original article was to
show that there are two ways of fighting
discrimination: 1) dead-end reformism and
relying on union officials and politicians,
2) relying on the workers and building a re-
volutionary fightback. At the meeting where
Rep. Rankin spoke, the majority of work-
ers agreed with the October League repre-
sentative, who pointed out that discrimina-’

tion is built into the system, and no union
official can end it. She pointed out that the
only way to really end discrimination is to
end the criminal rule of the capitalist class,
ib'ut that working people can win and have
won many gains in the fight for democratic
rights. She won people to see that to fight
discrimination at GM, we must organize
ourselves and rely on our fellow workers-
not the International union or some poli-
tician .

Also, we did not call this meeting after
getting no response from the company. We
called the meeting to get organized after
getting no action from the union. Rankin,
representatives from various civil rights
groups and from the October League were
invited. As a result of the struggle at this
meeting, we decided to rely on ourselves
and organized a protest march and the dele-
gation to the company office that was re-
ported in the June 28th Call.

Worker Correspondents
GMAD-Norwood, Ohio

Dear Comrades,

Recently in Boston, the tombstone of a
worker named Aldrichwas repossessed be-
cause his family could not make the pay-
ments on it. The company simply drove up
and took it off his grave, leaving a hole in
the ground.

During our lives, we labor to create great
wealth for the few who own the shops,
mines and fields; and in return for our labor,
these capitalists gjv&T"d"taWJPgk to sur-
vive. They wallow in wealth while workers
never accumulate enough to get ahead.
When the capitalists die, they leave behind
great fortunes for their heirs to squabble
over, while often we leave only debts for
our families to be burdened with.

After our death, capitalism haunts our
loved ones. It is for us to smash these chains
which follow workers to the grave! The
system of capitalism must be overthrown
and replaced with socialism; the bourgeois
state with a workers’ state! Only then will
workers live in peace, and only then will
workers be able to “rest in peace.”

P.M.
Boston, Mass.



Tenants March
on Slumlord’s
Sweatshop

Tenants of Milwaukee slumlord
Meyer Shadur have exposed the
fact that landlord Shadur is also
boss Shadur, and that he maintains
the sae rotten conditions in his
sweatshop & in his apartment
buildings.

After twice setting up picket
lines at Shadur’s fancy suburban
home, the tenants and their sup-
porters brought their struggle to
the workers at the Shadur Box
Co. on June 29. Chanting “Roach-
es get bigger, checks get smaller,”
demonstrators marched into the
40-worker sweatshop, leafleting
and talking with workers.

In discussions with the workers,
they found that the multinational
work force has tried several times
to organize a union to fight for
higher wages and against discrimi-
nation, but each time, Shadur’s
threats and intimidation have been
enough to thwart their efforts.
After the picket, tenants and

POLISH WORKERS HIT

Polish workers, angered by con-
tinued exploitation at the hands
of the country’s new capitalist ru-
lers, stormed and set fire to the
Communist Party headquarters in
the town of Radom on June 25.

The incident wes the most dra-
matic in a series of strikes and de-
monstrations which followed a
government announcement  that
food prices would be raised an
average of 60% The attack on the
party headquarters symbolized the
workers' growing hatred of the re-

workers talked about ways to
unite their respective struggles
against the same capitalist boss
and landlord.

Shadur’ss tenants, with the
help of the Peaples Union to Fight
the Crisis, have organized a rent
strike which includes all but four
of the thirty apartments in the
building. Their fight for decent
housing is typical of hundreds of
battles being organized against
rundown, segregated, rat-infested,
and expensive firetraps which more
and more poor and working people
are forced to call “home.!”

From Boston, The Call received
another report last week of ten-
ants’ militant struggle against
housing conditions. The tenants,
mainly Black women on welfare,
have formed RATS (Rights of
Angry Tenants Society) to fight
one of Boston’s biggest slumlords,
GEM Realty.

A woman from RATS wividly

visionist party which has turned
their once socialist country into a
satellite of the Soviet Union, and
that this is where the heart of the
problem lies.

Within 24 hours of the rebel-
lions in Plock,Warsaw and Radom,
the government backed off its pro-
posed price hikes. Prime Minister
Jaroszewicz admitted that “many
opinions are against it.” In reality,
the government feared the type of
mess rebellions which were sparked

June 19, a day ofgreat joy for Black people, was celebrated in
several cities this year with festive rallies in Dallas, Texas and
other cities including Milwaukee, Wise, (pictured above).

‘Juneteenth Day,” as it is known, commemorates the aboli-
tion of slavery in Texas. Due to the last-ditch resistance of the
Texas slaveholders, the Emancipation Proclamation was not im-
plemented until federal troops landed on Galveston Island under
the command o fMajor-General Gordon Granger on June 19, 1865.
They assumed jurisdiction over the confederate state and imme-
diately proclaimed freedom for the slaves, which had been done

elsewhere tweeyears earlier.

All across Texas, and wherever Black Texans have migrated,
‘Juneteenth Day”” is a time to celebrate the glorious history of
the Afro-American people’ struggle and chart the course ahead

towards liberation.
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BOSTON TENANTS march on GEM realty company. (Call Photo)

described the conditions which
GEM tenants face: “l woke up
one morning to find a rat sitting
in bed with my three-month-old
baby. When 1 called GEM to do
something about this, they turned
around and blamed me!”

RATS wes organized when ten-
ants in one GEM building met the
Boston Workers United to Fight
Back, an affiliate of the National
Fight Back Organization. Pre-
viously, tenants had fought against
GEM but their efforts were gener-
ally unsuccessful because they
took on the fight one by one.

by 1970 food price hikes and
forced .former party chief Go-
mulka out of leadership.

Polish officials were also under
pressure from neighboring East
European countries to quell the
fire of rebellion before the opening
of the conference of European
communist parties (see p. 4).

The price increases, ranging
from 50% for butter to 100% for
sugar, reflected the government’s
desperate attempts to resolve its
crisis in agriculture.

It is no coincidence that GEM's
apartments, among the worst in
the city, are rented mainly by
Blacks. As in most cities, Boston’s
long history of racial segregation
in housing Is carefully maintained
by the hig landlords, banks and
real estate companies. Backed by
these same big financial interests,
the growing segregationist move-
ment has made it more difficult
for Black people to find decent
housing.

At a June 12 demonstration at
GEMs offices, speakers pointed
out this link between their struggle

and the Afro-American people’s
struggle, and announced that
RATS is building support for the
campaign to free Gary Tyler, vic-
tim of a racist frame-up in Louisi-
ana.

In addition, the demonstrators
demanded repairs in their apart-
ments and an end to the “direct
rent” system. Under this system,
the welfare department sends rent
payments directly to the landlord.
This close cooperation between
government and landlord makes it
Impossible to withhold rent to get

necessary repairs.

NEW BOSSES

Reliance on the Soviet Union
has devastated the economy as a
whole, but especially food produc-
tion. This Kear, for example, when
the crisis hit Soviet grain output,
the new tsars tore up their agree-
ment to provide Poland with grain.
Another part of the reason for
the food price hikes wes to sup-
ply the Polish government with
enough revenue to meet rising
Soviet ail price demands.

Press reports indicated that
5,000 workers struck at a tractor

plant in Ursus, while 15,000 auto-
workers struck in Zeran. Railway
workers blew up parts of the Cra-
con-\W\arsaw railway line.

The latest incidents are part of
the long revolutionary tradition of
the Polishworking class. The Polish
people will not accept the subjuga-
tion of the new Polish capitalists
and the new tsars in the Sowviet
Union any more than they accept-
ed the exploitation of the old
capitalists and tsars.

NO JUSTICE FOR VICTIM
OF PLANTATION DOCTOR

Uniontown, Ala—After two
of legal red tape, a 13-year-
old Black youth, Melvin Arm
strong, wes “awarded” a measly
$20 from a $50,000 malpractice
suit he filed against awhite planta-
tion doctor. In meking the “a
ward,” the court admitted that the
doctor had actually removed new
stitches from Armstrong’s arm be-
cause he wes unable to pay the
doctor’s fee on the spot. In a May
20 decision, the same court refused
to suspend the doctor’s license.
In rural Alabama two-years ago,
Melvin Armmstrong severely punc-
tured his arm while helping his
neighbors slaughter a goat. He wes
immediately taken to Dr. Bobby
Merkle, the only doctor within 23
miles, who stitched his wound. The
doctor then demanded $25 pay-
ment.

Charles Wilson, the neighbor
who brought Melvinto the doctor,
only had $13, which he handed to
Merkle saying, “I’ll pay the rest
next week.”

Refusing partial payment, the
doctor called Melvin’s mother.
Mrs. Armstrong told him that she
had only $20 and no transporta-
tion, but that she would walk to
;[]h% office and bring him what she

ad.

But Merkle insisted on full and
immediate payment. He turned to
Melvin and said, “Gwve e your
arm!” With that, he proceeded to
pull out the stitches and refused to

give Melvin a tetanus shot to com:
plete the treatment. Outraged, the
neighbor Wilson went to the po-
lice. But by the time he returned,
Melvin, weak from loss of blood,
had staggered home.

After two years of legal stalling,
the case wes given to an all-white

jury in a Black Belt county of Ala-

bama which is 65% Black. The ju-
ry decided in “favor” of the Arm:
strongs, but turned around and
awarded them only $20! (A repor-
ter for The Call recently saw IVEl-
vin’s arm and observed that it still
hasn’t healed properly.)

Word of Merkle’s outrageous ac-
tions and of the jury’s award has
spread. Now, for the first time,

Uniontown’s Black mayor has be-
come “aware” of the injustice, and
state senator Bert Banks of Tusca-
loosa has called for an investiga-
tion. The Alabama Medical Asso-
ciation has also finally admitted
that the incident did take place
and has promised to “lookintoiit.”

The dramain Uniontown is tak-
ing place under the shadow of the
old plantations. \WWhat happened to
Melvin Armstrong is not the result
of one unscrupulous doctor or one
racist jury, but an example of the
conditions which have prevailed
throughout Perry County and the
Black Belt South since the days of
slavery.

Hostos Cutback Victory

New York, N.Y.-The mess
struggle against cutbacks in social
services here won a partial victory

two weeks ago when funds were re-
stored to keep Hostos College
open.

Hostos, one of the few bilin-
qual colleges in the country, wes
the scene of militant resistance to
the cutbacks. Dozens of protests,
including two takeovers of the
campus, Were sparked by the slated
closing of the college located in the
South Bronx community.

Finally, the state wes forced to
authorize $3 million to keep Hos-

tos open.

But the victory remained par-
tial. Hostos was given only a one-
year lease on life. And the reopen-
ings Will mean nothing to the
thousands of minority and work-
ing class youth who will be cut
out of a college education due to
the ending of free tuition and
open admissions.

Even more mess resistance must
be organized to win back open ad-
missions and free tuition and to
fight future cuts in the City
University.
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Brezhnev Threatens Europe
at East Berlin Conference

Soviet revisionist chief Leonid Brezhnev
opened a two-day European “conference
of communist parties” in East Berlin last
week with a belligerent speech aimed at
bullying Europe into submission to the
USSR.

The growing aggressiveness and hege-
mony-seeking of Soviet social-imperialism
only aggravated, however, the contradic-
tions between Moscow and many of its
“fraternal” parties at the meeting.

“The house of Europe has become ex-
tremely small,” Brezhnev threatened in
his speech, “and can easily catch on fire.”
Alluding to the growing Soviet military
superiority in Europe, he added, “There
is no and will be no fire brigade capable
of extinguishing the fire if it really breaks
out.”

As for those European governments and
leaders who seek to defend themselves
against superpower aggression, Brezhnev
warned them to lay down their arms and
submit. “In present-day Europe, they who
take the sword will not only perish them-

...In brief

VIETNAM REUNIFIED: Fulfil-
ling the aspirations of the Vietna-
mese people, north and south Viet-
nam were officially reunified July 2.
Hanoi was chosen as the capital for
the whole country, and the National
Assembly elected the leaders of the
unified Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam. The reunification comes after
thirty years of armed struggle against
U.S. and French imperialist attempts
to divide the country. Unity of north
and south was made possible only by
the thorough defeat of U.S. imperial-
ism and its puppet government in
the south.

SEYCHELLES FREEDOM: The
Seychelles Islands in the Indian
Ocean, Britain’s last African colony,
became an independent republic on
June 29. The islands, with a popula-
tion of 58,000, had been under Bri-
tish rule for 166 years.

PORTUGUESE ELECTIONS:
The Portuguese presidential elections,
the first in fifty years, resulted in vic-
tory for General Eanes with 60% of
the vote. The revisionist Communist
Party candidate Octavio Pato polled
7.5%, even less than the minimal
showing of a year ago when the revi-
sionists got 13% in parliamentary
elections. The drop reflects growing
consciousness of Portuguese workers
that the revisionist party offers no
leadership in the struggle for social-
ism and is a pawn of Soviet interests.

ALBANIA ADVANCES: Albanian
agriculture and industry scored an
important victory last month with the
opening of anew manufacturing plant
for the chemical fertilizer, urea. With
the first day of production success-
fully completed on June 10, the
workers immediately wrote a letter
to Enver Hoxha, First Secretary of
the Party of Labor of Albania, in-
forming him of the success.

The workers pointed out in their
letter that the manufacture of this
new fertilizer will greatly speed agri-
cultural development and, in doing
so, strengthen the unity of Albanian
workers and peasants. The construc-
tion crew also saluted their Chinese
comrades who had worked side-by-
side with them on the project. The
workers called the plant construction
a victory for Marxism-Leninism be-
cause it was only through studying
hard and applying a dialectical me-
thod that they were able to over-
come the difficulties involved.
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selves. They cannot even imagine who else
will perish with them in the fire—enemies,
friends, allies or just neighbors.”

Together with bullying threats, Brezhnev
used the honeyed words of “peace and de-
tente,” exposing that his “detente” talk is
nothing but a cover for Soviet aggression.

Brezhnev urged all the European par-
ties to strengthen their “cohesion” in sup-
port of “detente” and mildly criticized
the parties which have recently aired their
differences with the Soviet Union.

But a number of the spokesmen for
these revisionist parties used the meeting to
demonstrate their “independence” from
Moscow. The Italian revisionist leader Ber-
linguer, for example, openly criticized the
Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia and re-
served his party’s right to criticize future
Soviet actions. Almost all of his speech was
devoted to opposing Soviet intervention in
the affairs of other parties.

Berlinguer, who arrived at the meeting
fresh from the revisionist PCI’s election ad-
vances in ltaly, was plainly trying to reas-
sure the ruling Christian Democrats that the
PCI really is independent of Moscow
and is, therefore, an acceptable partner in
a government coalition.

Other revisionist leaders who are trying
to strengthen domestic electoral alliances
likewise used the meeting to voice their
“independence” from the USSR and affirm
their “nationalism.” Carillo of Spain and
Marchais of France devoted their remarks
not only to attacking the dictatorship of
the proletariat and supporting alliances
with bourgeois parties, but also to stressing
the need to keep Soviet domination out of
their parties.

Some of the leaders
of Eastern European
countries who have ex-
perienced Soviet threats
and aggression  first
hand were also at the
meeting.  Yugoslavian
President Tito, whose
government has been
the target of repeated
Soviet social-imperialist
attempts at a coup
d’etat, denounced “ex-
ternal interference” in
the affairs of sovereign
countries. Romanian
Premier Ceausecu also
denounced Soviet hegemonism, attacking
the various Soviet theories which are used
to justify the domination of smaller
countries.

The conference as a whole produced a
lowest-common-denominator  document,
which did not include the main points
Brezhnev had demanded when he first
called for this conference two years ago.
The document failed to endorse Soviet
“leadership” over the other parties and did
not mention China or Albania.

The contradictions developing in Europe,
and reflected in the conference, are the
product of increasing Soviet aggression and
superpower bullying. The West European
revisionist parties are finding it increasingly
difficult to defend the Soviet invasion of
Czechoslovakia, Soviet military buildup
and growing interference in Europe and
other countries, Soviet slanders against
China, and the Soviet fascist regime’s re-

Superpowers Hit by OAS

U.S. SETBACK IN LATIN

By The Call's correspondent in EIl Sal-
vador--

U.S. imperialism’s “carrot-stick” diplo-
macy met with a cool response from Latin
American nations at the two-week meeting
of the Organization of American States
(OAS) in Santiago, Chile, last month.

The main resolutions coming out of
the annual session represented another
setback for waning U.S. hegemony on the
continent. First, members unanimously sup-
ported a resolution calling on the U.S. and
Panama to reach an agreement this year
over Canal Zone ownership. The U.S. wants
perpetual military control over the strategic
waterway and has been stalling treaty nego-
tiations until after presidential elections.

Second, OAS members passed a resolu-
tion denouncing the 1975 U.S. Foreign
Trade Act, which excludes Ecuador and
Venezuela from “preferential treatment”
in trade with the U.S. because of their

membership in the OPEC organization.

Third, the issue of human rights in
Latin America was a central theme at the
meeting. Chile, where U.S. imperialism and
the Pinochet ruling clique have carried out
a reign,of terror since the 1973 coup, came
under direct fire from a large sector of
OAS members.

Kissinger’s demagogy of a “new era in
U.S.-Latin American relations, without
hegemonies,” did not in any way soften
the contradictions between Latin America
and the U.S. on these three issues.

Kissinger’s biggest “carrot” was a propo-
sal for the creation of a mechanism within
the OAS for trade and technological co-
operation. The move was a thinly-veiled
attempt to counteract fast-growing econo-
mic cooperation and solidarity among Latin
American nations—a threat to superpower
interests in the area.

In recent years, Latin American produc-

CHINA STATEMENT
ON ANGOLA VOTE AT UN

China’s non-participation in the vote on
Angola’s admission to the Upited Nations
was the topic of a statement by Chinese re-
presentative Lai Ya-li at the UN Security
Council June 23.

The Chinese representative observed
that today, “although Angola has won in-
dependence, the internal affairs of Angola
are still being subjected to crude interfer-
ence; the national unity of Angola and its
independence and sovereignty are still being
seriously encroached upon as a result of
the policies of aggression and expansion
frantically pushed by Soviet social-impe-
rialism.”

Lai continued: “Proceeding from the
fundamental interests of the people of An-
gola and the rest of Africa in their struggle
against imperialism and colonialism and
against superpower rivalry for hegemony,
we are firmly opposed to the continued

armed intervention in Angola by Soviet
social-imperialism. In view of the fact that
Soviet social-imperialism is still hanging on
in Angola, the Chinese delegation is firmly
against providing it with a pretext for pro-
longing its acts of aggression and interfer-
ence.” Based on this principled and con-
sistent position, the Chinese representative
said Chinawillnot participate in the vote
regarding the admission of Angola to the
UN.

“The Chinese government and people
deeply sympathize with the current predica-
ment of the Angolan people,” Lai continu-
ed. “We are deeply convinced that since
the heroic Angolan people were able to de-
feat the old colonialists, they will be fully
capable of doing away with all foreign ag-
gression and interference and building up
an independent and unified new Angola of
national unity.”

From the French newspaper L'Humanite Rouge.

pression against the Soviet people. If
they want to gain votes and cabinet posts,
these parties must portray themselves as
“independent” of such policies.

While these contradictions are sharpen-
ing, it would be wrong to exaggerate them.
Even the most “independent”-talking of the
West European parties, such as the Italian,
remain instruments for Soviet penetration
and aggression in Europe. The West Euro-
pean revisionists, including the Italian,
French and Spanish parties, are all unani-
mous in their backing of “detente” and
their support for political, economic and
military appeasement of the USSR.

In sum, the European conference re-
flected increasing Soviet aggression and
war preparations in Europe. But it. also
showed that, while the Soviet Union is
strong militarily, it is weak politically.
Its aggressive posture brings it constantly
into new and deeper contradictions even
with some of its “best friends.”

AMERICA

ers of bananas, sugar and coffee have formed
influential economic blocs to obtain
equitable world prices on their products.

While Kissinger was proclaiming a “new
dialogue,” the Latin American Economic
System (SELA) met in Caracas. Formed
last year, SELA’s goals are to promote re-
gional development and work out common
Latin American strategies on economic and
social matters. SELA members have pro-
tested the imperialist world market system
where they, the sellers or producers of raw
materials, have to abide by prices set by
the buyers, or consumer nations.

On the issue of fishing rights, U.S. im-
perialism is also up against increased Latin
American solidarity and resistance. The
majority of Latin American nations now
support a 200-mile “economic zone” off
their coasts, where foreign boats have to
get a license to fish.

At the same time, the other superpower,
taking advantage of its rival’s difficulties,
has stepped up trade, loans, and cultural
and technological programs in the area,
posing as a “friend” of Latin American
peoples. But the real intentions of Soviet
social-imperialism are fast becoming clear
to its potential victims in this hemisphere.

On the question of the Canal Zone, for
example, the USSR proposes “international-
ization” of the waterwaijik-Vvigw publicly
rejected by the Torrijos government as a
violation of the UN Charter, which recog-
nizes permanent sovereignty of peoples and
nations over their natural resources. In
addition, the USSR, whose fishing fleets
are the biggest in the worid, has consistently
fought coastal nations’ right to a 200-nau-
tical-mile economic zone. At the UN Con-
ference last April, the Soviet Union dema-
gogically warned nations not to undermine
the “principal objectives of international
cooperation,” and attacked China for es-
tablishing the 200-mile zone. The Guate-
malan delegate at the conference remarked
that “the position of the U.S. and the
USSR is exactly the same.”



UAW Negotiations Open July 19

WOODCOCK WOOING JIMMY CARTER

United Auto Workers (UAW) president Leonard Woodcock has let
it be known he would like to be Secretary of Labor in Jimmy Carter’s
administration. But to sell himself to the capitalists, Woodcock will
have to prove that he’ll keep auto workers in line during this period
of one of the industry’s worst speedups in history.

While keeping auto workers
completely in the dark about con-
tract negotiations scheduled to be-
gin July 19, Woodcock has spoken
eup loud and clear about his sup-
port for Carter and the Democratic
Party platform. He has held secret
meetings one day with the Big
Three auto companies and the next
with Democratic Party bigwigs.
Meanwhile auto workers slave in
furnace-like temperatures in the
plants, as lines accelerate and over-
time hours pile up, to handle the
change-over to new models.

“We have drawn a parallel be-
tween the ballot box and the
bread box,” one UAW official de-
clared at the 1976 Bargaining Con-
vention in Detroit. While drawing'
this “parallel,” however, the UAW

misleaders are attacking the real
demands of rank-and-file auto
workers forjob security especially,
as well as demands to get’a short
work week, the right to strike over
local grievances and an end to
speedup, forced overtime and
discrimination.

Woodcock’s program for “job
security” is a good example of
how these misleaders act as lackeys
for the capitalists. Woodcock has
tried to replace the demand for a
short work week with no wage
cuts by a company-backed bonus
plan to reduce widespread absen-
teeism. For every week of perfect
attendance, a worker would “win”
half an hour bonus time. Wood-
cock has also praised the sham
Humphrey-Hawkins bill as the so-

lution to unemployment, even
though this bill only calls on the
president to make a “recomenda-
tion” each year on employment,
but does not create a single job.
This bill is one of the Democratic
Party’s biggest campaign gimmicks.
Meanwhile, some 850,000 auto
and agricultural implements work-
ers under UAW contracts which
expire Sept. 14 are literally killing
themselves to keep their jobs. In
foundry and stamping plants, the
accident rates indicate one injury
out of every three workers. At
GM’s Tarrytown, N.Y., plant,
speedup and job combination
have become so intense in the past
year that ten workers under forty
suffered heart attacks on the job
in the painting department.
Workers’ lives are increasingly
threatened by faulty safety de-
vices, uncovered electrical wiring,
and old corroded and outmoded
machinery. In 1974, a Michigan
Department of Safety report indi-
cated over 58,249injuries, includ-

SUGAR BEET WORKERS

This article was sent in
C.C., an organizer in the sugar

beet fields near Breckenridge,
Minnesota. -
For 52 yearSj Chicano and

Mexican migrant workers have
been used as cheap labor in the
sugar beet fields in Minnesota
and South Dakota. Last year,
very probably for the first time, an
organization was formed among
these workers, the Association of
Sugar Beet Workers.

The “betabeleros,” as they are
known in Spanish, come mainly
from Texas. Every year, they mi-
grate to the “sugar bowl of the na-
tion” to work for American Crys-
tal Sugar Co., now owned by two
huge monopoly cooperatives, Red
River Valley Sugar Beet Growers
and the Southern Minnesota Beet
Sugar Cooperative.

Mexican-Americans from Texas
and other states of the Southwest
have been recruited to work in the
sugar beet fields since about 1926.
In 1928 and 1929, thousands of
poor families were recruited from
the slums of San Antonio and sent
by train to Minnesota. Currently,
the majority of migrants come
from the Rio Grande Valley, La-
redo and West Texas. Many are
recent immigrants from Mexico.

Over the years, conditions for

GET ORGANIZED

SUGAR BEET workers, like other migrant laborers, are organizing.

the migrants have improved very
little. The process of recruitment
involves no formal contract stating
wages or length of work. Last
year, the workers were not even
told how much they would be
paid.

Since neither state nor federal
wage laws apply to the sugar work-
ers, the grower can pay virtually
whatever he wants. Wages are so
low that whole families, often in-
cluding children, must work many
hours in order to survive. A fami-
ly of seven workers who work 12
hours a day for six days grosses
about $6,100 or about $1.50
per hour for each person for eight
to nine weeks of work .

Due to all kinds of chemicals
used on the fields and to other ha-

URW SUPPORT IN AKRON

Over 2,000 striking
rubber workers and their
supporters marched
through downtown AKk-
ron, June 18, populariz-
ing the Firestone boycott
and stressing workers' de-
mands for wage and bene-
fit increases and an un-
limited cost-of-living ad-
justment.

Support for the
70,000 United Rubber
Workers  strikers  has
grown internationally as
well.  Peruvian rubber
workers voted to stage a
48-hour sympathy strike,
and overtime bans have
been put into effect by
workers in  subsidiary
plants of the Big Four
tire producers in Sweden,
Turkey, Italy, the United
Kingdom and Ireland.

zardous conditions, many migrant
workers are injured and evenkilled
on the job. Yetthe growers provide
no accident, health or death insur-
ance. In addition, workers must
pay their own transportation back
home when the season is over.

Last year, there were many
more migrant families working in
sugar than before. This was mainly
because larger amounts of land
were under cultivation and because
hard economic times in Texas
forced more people to look for
work outside the state.

These are the conditions which
have sparked organization among
the workers. The association is
demanding security and benefits—

.a contract in Spanish and English;

a guaranteed number of acres of
at least 25 per person;free housing;
round trip expenses from Texas
to the fields; and accident, hospi-
talization and death benefits-.

Wise. MIGRANT

WORKERS RALLY

Madison, Wis.—More than250
migrant workers and their sup-
porters, including the Milwaukee
Peoples Union to Fight the Cri-
sis, rallied at the state capitol
building June 14 to demand pas-
sage of the Migrant Labor Bill.
The bill called for a legal guaran-
tee of written work agreements,
a minimum of 45 hours work
every two weeks, no forced
work after 60 hours weekly or
12 hoursdaily,and rest and lunch
periods.

After three days of demon-
strations, the legislature ended
the session and tabled the legisla-
tion, showing its total contempt
for the migrant workers in the
state.

ing 1,100 permanent and 280 fa-
tal. Conditions have steadily de-
teriorated since.

The auto companies, however,
are delighted with the present
state of things: profits are soaring
as exploitation increases, and walk-
outs and slowdowns have been re-
latively absent compared to past
summers and past pre-contract
periods. GM managed a 1,257%
increase in profits during the first
quarter of this year, and Ford re-
ported the second highest profits
in its entire history. These huge
profits, they claim, can be attri-
buted to new “cost-cutting pro-
grams.”

“We know what cost-cutting
means,” a Ford assembly worker
from Chicago told The call. “It
means unemployment, layoff,
speedup and discrimination against
minorities and women.”

“After more than ayear of lay-
offs,” another Ford worker point-
ed out, “we are all back to work.
But, in addition to building cars

and making record profits for
Ford, we’re manufacturing another
round of layoffs.” With somewhere
between 55 and 65 cars running
off the lines hourly, the last thing
the company will need by con-
tract time is more automobiles.

The UAW misleaders have been
using the threat of layoffs, the
fragility of the “recovery,” as well
as the promises of the November
election in order to pump pessim-
ism and passivity into the work-
ing class.

The influence of the Woodcock
misleadership has temporarily
cooled down resistance in the
plant. The workers know that
more layoffs are coming. Still try-
ing to pay bills piled up from the
last layoff, many workers are put-
ting up with the overtime hours
for added income.

But the only defense against
the brutal attacks from the auto
companies is to intensify struggle,
organize resistance and hit the
auto-makers hard in September.

ON THELINE

Surprise for GM Norwood

By GM worker correspondents-

Norwood, Ohio—Second-shift employees here gave GM a big
surprise when we united to win back the job of a union brother
who was fired for allegedly pushing his foreman. This brother's
firing was only one of many unjust firings and came at a time
when people were fed up with overloaded jobs and constant
harassment. For over a week, workers slowed down the line to
protest these conditions, cutting production in half.

At first, the local union officials were forced to support the
movement to get this worker's job back when they saw the peo-
ple were not about to back down. But after about four days, these
same officials attempted to sabotage the struggle by going around
telling people to “lighten up" on the company. Their excuse was
they had a verbal “promise"” from the company to give back the
job if we would first get the line running normally. But the next
day, when this "promise" fell through, people were angrier than
ever, and forced GM to shut down the line and send us home
early. After two more days of slowdowns, they finally let this

brother return to work.

The sell-out of the union officials was clear by their attempt to
"turn off" the fightback in mid-stream, and also by the deals they
made with the company. The worker got no back pay and re-
turned on 30 days probation. The union said they had to make
this "compromise" with the company. In reality, GM knew they
had to bring this worker back in order to get the line running, and
the union did not have to "compromise" at all.

If we had followed our union officials' advice this brother
would probably still be out on the street!

N.Y. City Workers Sold Out

New York—Municipal workers' unions signed a so-called "no-
cost" contract with the city government July 1 despite mass op-
position from rank-and-file members and strong strike sentiment.

The contract was termed "no-cost" because it provides for no
wage increases, no fringe benefits, and no cost-of-living increases,
unless workers increase their productivity.

The "no-cost" contract will cost workers plenty in this city
which leads the country in spiraling living costs. Victor Gotbaum,
architect of the sell-out and president of the 120,000-member

DC 37 union admitted

last week that his union had already

"sacrificed" over $1.6 billion to help finance New York Cif("S*

debt to the big banks.

Zenith Products Explosion

By a Chicago worker correspondent—

Schiller Park, 111—An explosion at Zenith Products, Inc. last
week blew up the plant and seriously injured three workers, in-
cluding a woman nine months pregnant. The explosion was so
immense it was seen 18 miles away.

The owner of Zenith Products tried to blame, the workers for
the conditions that led to the explosion. But the real cause of
unsafe working conditions, and this explosion as well, is capital-
ism's disregard for the workers in its profitdrive.

The explosion at Zenith

is one more small example of the

rottenness of this system and the need to replace it with a socialist
system in which the interests of the workers come first.

J
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Capitalism, largely through its historic
oppression of minority workers and nation-
alitiés, has been able to maintain its hold
over the whole working class.

Capitalism in the U.S. arose on the
basis of the slave trade of Black people, the
massacre of Native Americans and the con-
quest of Mexicans in the Southwest.

The 200-year history of chauvinism and
national oppression in the U.S. has been a
heavy anchor on the working-class move-
ment from its very beginnings. It prompted
Karl Marx to say: “Labor in the white, skin
can never be free while in the black skin
it is branded.”

The national question has always been
central to the work of revolutionaries and
communists. This has been especially true
since the birth of the U.S. trade union
movement and the rise of capitalism into its
monopoly stage when Black and white
workers were .drawn together into the in-
dustrial struggle.

Wherever communists have been able to
play a leading role within the trade union
movement, the workers’ struggle has been
directed against the bosses’ policies of di-
vide and rule, and the labor movement has

A Communist View of the Trade Unions

NATIONAL QUESTION AND CLASS UNITY

- taken giant strikes forward. But whenever

revisionists and reactionary trade union
leaders have been able to effectively pro-
mote white chauvinism and abandon the
struggles of “labor in the black skin,” the
unions have been weakened and kept un-
der the thumb of the bosses.

For communists today, the significance
of this history cannot be overlooked. The

- unions have been laid open to capitalist at-

tacks largely because of the chauvinist po-
licies of the labor lieutenants who run
them. The great majority of U.S. workers
are still unorganized primarily because of
the sorry record of the labor misleaders in
the South and Southwest, the historic areas
of national oppression of the Black and
Chicano peoples.

The commitment of the labor aristo-
crats to white supremacy and against work-
ing-class unity can be seen regularly in their
efforts to maintain the status quo through
the very structure of the seniority system.
While protecting the workers from arbitrary
firings and downgrading, the seniority sys-
tem is also used by the companies and
union leaders to systematically exclude
minority workers from the better jobs.

On the fight against Klan terror, school

segregation, deportation of foreign-born
workers and other key questions, these.
bribed agents of capitalism in the unions
have played an equally traitorous role. Re-
fusing to take up the fight against discri-
mination, the reactionary leaders violently
attack the special demands of minorities.
“To say that we’ve got to sacrifice our
kids,” said AFL-CIO boss George Meany
on Labor Day, “to take care of people
who merely say they’ve got to be employed

UNIONIZATION North vs. South

The South and Southwest

TENNESSEE*
ARKANSAS*
LOUISIANA
ARIZONA*
GEORGIA*
NEW MEXICO
VIRGINIA*

TEXAS™
FLORIDA*

States
with
fewer
union

members

A
*States with right-to-work laws Percent of nonfarm
workers unlonized
The Northoast and Great Lakes region us
: 1
= 2
s 3
1Michigan—38.4% -
2New York-38.0% Highly
organized

Ipennsylvania—37.5% s

SPLITS AND PURGES
AS ‘WING’ GROWS MORE ISOLATED

The unprincipled, “left”-opportunist

ultra-““leftist”

line on party building.

the PRRWO expulsions reported in The

anti-party coalition that calls itself the “Re-
volutionary Wing” has sunk deeper into
disintegration and isolation.

The most recent round of splits and pur-
ges, as reported in the respective organiza-
tions’ journals, has resulted in the separation
from the “Wing”’ of Resistencia Puertorri-
quefia and the expulsion of several lead-
ing cadre and members of the Puerto Ri-
can Revolutionary Workers’ Organization
(PRRWO) and the Revolutionary Workers’
League (RWL). '

Palante officially announced the “purge”
of leading RWL cadre Mark Smith, Ron
Washington and Nelson Johnson on
charges of “Menshevism.” The paper re-
ferred to Resistencia, I Wor Kuen (IWK)
and Congress of Afrikan People (CAP) a
“Menshevik fruit flies.” i

It is difficult to tell from the shrill,
frenzied and contentless ‘“‘polemics” of
Palante what, concretely, brought about
these divisions. It appears, however, that
the purged cadre were “guilty” of opposing
one or all of the aspects of PRRWO-RWL’s

Lenin points out in State and Revolu-
tion that the struggle against opportunism
must be an integral part of the fight for so-

cialist revolution. All opportunism involves

the distortion of Marxism on the question
of the state and abandons the aims of-the
proletarian movement.

The main opportunists Lenin attacks are
the revisionists and, secondarily, the anar-
chists. In today’s worldwide movement, the
modern revisionists are headed by the revi-
sionist Communist Party of the Soviet
Union (CPSU). They are represented in the
U.S. by the revisionist Communist Party of
the United States of America (CPUSA). The
. CPUSA tries to mislead the working class
movement by promoting the illusion that
taking a ‘“‘more active role’’ in the ‘‘demo-
cratic process” of the bourgeois state ma-
chine is the be-all and end-all of socialist
¢ revolution. This revisionist lullaby goes
' against Lenin’s fundamental teaching that
“the state is an organ of class rule, an or-
gan for the oppression of one class by an-
¢ other” (Foreign Languages Press edition,
& Peking, p. 8). The revisionists assume the
& pose of petty-bourgeois politicians, saying
¢ “of course we advocate social change by
= peaceful means, through political institu-
" tions and people’s organizations within the
¥ American  constitutional  framework”
g (CPUSA Program, 1970, p. 92).
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In its own polemic, Resistencia aptly
calls this a line of eight ‘“‘onlys™: only
party building, only propaganda (rejecting
agitation), only line struggle, only political
line, only theory, only the proletariat, only
the “genuine wing,” and eventually only
PRRWO-RWL. Judging by Resistencia’s
own supersectarian practice, however, the
only “only” on this list they have heart-
felt differences with is the last one: Resis-
tencia wants “‘only Resistencia.”

Thus, the “Wing,” which as recently as
February counted as its members or as
“honest” sympathizers PRRWOQO, RWL,
ATM, WVO, Resistencia, El Comite and
the non-existent “‘Revolutionary Bloc,”” has
now reduced itself to PRRWO and RWL,
with ATM’s status unclear. Both PRRWO
and RWL have shrunk to a handful in the

" process.

These divisions have been carried out in
every case by the revisionist methods of
conspiracy and intrigue, of hysterical
screaming and shouting, and even (as in

The CP’s reformism distorts outright
Lenin’s teaching on the “inevitability of
violent revolution” (p. 24). They put
forward the view that ‘“‘a peaceful path to
socialism js a possible alternative” (Pro-
gram, p. 93). They conveniently leave the
question of violence to the future. On this,
Lenin said, “The opportunists ask nothing
better than to ‘safely leave to the future’
all fundamental questions of the tasks of
the proletarian revolution” (p. 128). This
tactic of leaving fundamental questions to

the future seeks to disarm the proletariat in

the course of the struggle.

The CPUSA revisionists not only deny
the inevitability of violent revolution.They
also reject the need to smash the bourgeois
state and establish the proletarian dictator-
ship. The CPUSA’s aim is ““restriction of the
power of the monopolies through controls
by people’s organizations and by political
power in the people’s hands. At its heart is
the struggle to win control of the govern-
ment and to use it for the benefit of the
people, not the big corporations”(Pro-
gram. p. 21, emphasis added). This is
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LENIN AGAINST OPPORTUNISM

Call May 24) by goon (and police) tactics
of intimidation and beatings.

The further degeneration of the ‘“Wing”’
proves two main things. One, it shows the
truth of Lenin’s statement in regard to a
similar opportunist anti-party bloc in his
time, namely that such a bloc is “fore-
doomed to a scandaious downfall because
it was built on a lack of principles, on hy-
pocrisy and empty phrases.”

Two, it shows more than ever the correct-
ness of the path taken by the unity trend
in the Marxist-Leninist movement, as
exemplified in the recent formation of the
Organizing Committee for a Marxist-Lenin-
ist Party, of which the October League is a
member.

Those who do not wish to share the
“Wing’s” accelerating scandalous downfall,
and who do not wish to remain in the ab-
surd position of trying to prettify the ultra-
“leftists’ ” decomposition, should boldly
step forward to join the unity trend and
participate in the principled struggle to
unite and to found a Marxist-Leninist party.

exactly the opportunism Lenin, Marx and
Engels combated. Lenin explicitly said,
“Revolution consists not in the new class
commanding, governing with the aid of
the old state machine, but in this class
smashing this machine and commanding,
governing with the aid of a new machine”
(p. 138): The desire to take over and to
use the bourgeois state, which is what all
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bourgeois politicians want, is at the heart -

of the CP’s revisionism.

Another opportunist distortion of the
role of the proletariat in relation to the state
is held by the anarchists. Groups like the
Weathermen and the Symbionese Libera-
tion Army (SLA) who rely on terrorist
tactics, have an anarchist line on the state
and are the flip side of revisionism. They
have developed as a trend in part as a
response to the CP’s abandonment of revo-
lution. Lenin’s critique of anarchists made
these basic points in State and Revolution:
(1) The anarchists fail to understand the
concrete conditions necessary for abolition
of the state (socialist revolution, transition
to communism, abolition of classes and so-

because their skin is black, that is discrimi-
nation in reverse.”

The labor lieutenants pit the interests of
asmall handful of privileged workers against
the interests of the vast majority and claim
that any step toward ending discrimination
would be at the expense of the white work-
ers. Nothing is farther from the truth.

From the very beginnings of the labor
movement, white labor was forced to com-

_pete with Black slave labor. The minority

workers, excluded from the unions and the
skilled trades and always confined to the
lowest-paying and worst jobs, have been
used to keep down the wages and working
conditions of the entire working class.

Movements such as the communist-led
CIO organizing drive in the 1920s based
themselves largely on the force of the mil-
lions of unorganized Black workers who,
standing at the bottom of the whole moun-
tain of class oppression, could not help but
deal a powerful blow to capitalism in their
effort to liberate themselves. Linking the
fight for social equality with the union de-
mands, the then-revolutionary Communist
Party (CPUSA) was able to forge a spirit
of militant unity among the workers.

The communist-led organizations, like
the Trade Union Education League, and
struggles such as the meatpackers strike of
1917-18 gave support and encouragement
to the general movement for Black libera-
tion. Mass marches were led by communists
from the packing-houses in Chicago through
the Black community where support was
rallied for the strikes.

The famous case of the Scottsboro Boys
in the ’30s, was taken into the factories
and unions. Thousands of white workers
were won to this just cause against southern
lynch law.

Communists in the unions are the most
consistent fighters for the. rights of the mi-
nority workers as well as thechampions of
the general workers’ struggle against the
capitalists for better wages and working
conditions and in the struggle for socialism.
The revisionist Communist Party (CPUSA),
on the other hand, stepping on the great
name of the Party, has turned into the
most thorough-going chauvinists in promo-
ting their reformist policies and cementing
their alliance with the labor aristocrats.

The revisionist betrayal can be clearly
seen in the CPUSA’s attacks on the Black
liberation struggle which arose within the
factories during the ’60s. Groups like the
League of Revolutionary Black Workers,

which directly challenged the racist policies

of the liberal UAW leadership, were vicious-

geois politics. To confine Marxism to the

ly attacked by the CP leaders s being “‘anti-

cial inequality), but dream of abolishing
the state “overnight.”” (2) The anarchists
deny the necessity of a proletarian dicta-
torship. (3) The anarchists reject any uti-
lization of the present state as part of the
proletariat’s preparation for revolution.
(p. 135). This opportunist line on the
state is the reason why, as Lenin says,
“the tactics of the anarchist become the
tactics of despair instead of a ruthlessly
bold revolutionary effort to solve con-
crete problems while taking into account
the practical conditions of the mass
movement’’ (p. 140).

Lenin’s State and Revolution teaches us
to combat both errors, “left” and right.
Both these opportunist lines merge in the
denial of the proletarian dictatorship,

All “Marxist” opportunism tries to con-
fine Marxism in one way or another to the
teaching of “‘class struggle,” and nothing
more . As Lenin said, “Those who recognize
only the class struggle are not yet Marxists;
they may be found to be still within the
boundaries of bourgeois thinking and bour-
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the PRRWO expulsions reported in The
Call May 24) by goon (and police) tactics
of intimidation and beatings.

The further degeneration of the “Wing”
proves two main things. One, it shows the
truth of Lenin’s statement in regard to a
similar opportunist anti-party bloc in his
time, namely that such a bloc is “fore-
doomed to a scandaious downfall because
it was built on a lack of principles, on hy-
pocrisy and empty phrases.”

Two, it shows more than ever the correct-
ness of the path taken by the unity trend
in the Marxist-Leninist movem=snt, as
exemplified in the recent formation of the
Organizing Committee for a Marxist-Lenin-
ist Party, of which the October League is a
member.

Those who do not wish to share the
“Wing’s” accelerating scandalous downfall,
and who do not wish to remain in the ab-
surd position of trying to prettify the ultra-
“leftists’ * decomposition, should boldly
step forward to join the unity trend and
participate in the principled struggle to
unite and to found a Marxist-Leninist party.

ly attacked by the CPleaders s being ‘‘anti-

because their skin is black, that is discrimi-
nation in reverse.”

The labor lieutenants pit the interests of”
asmall handful of privileged workers against
the interests of the vast majority and claim
that any step toward ending discrimination
would be at the expense of the white work-
ers. Nothing is farther from the truth.

From the very beginnings of; the labor |

movement, white labor was forced to com-
pete with Black slave labor. The minority
workers, excluded from the unions and the
skilled trades and always confined to the
lowest-paying and worst jobs, have been
used to keep down the wages and working
conditions of the entire working class.

Movements such as the communist-led
CIO organizing drive in the 1920s based
themselves largely on the force of the mil-
lions of unorganized Black workers who,
standing at the bottom of the whole moun-
tain of class oppression, could not help but
deal a powerful blow to capitalism in their
effort to liberate themselves. Linking the
fight for social equality with the union de-
mands, the then-revolutionary Communist
Party (CPUSA) was able to forge a spirit
of militant unity among the workers.

The communist-led organizations, like
the Trade Union Education League, and
struggles such as the meatpackers strike of
1917-18 gave support and encouragement
to the general movement for Black libera-
tion. Mass marches were led by communists
from the packing-houses in Chicago through
the Black community where support was
rallied for the strikes.

The famous case of the Scottsboro Boys
in the ’30s, was taken into the factories
and unions. Thousands of white workers
were won to this just cause against southern
lynch law.

Communists in the unions are the most
consistent fighters for the. rights of the mi-
nority workers as well as thechampionsof
the general workers’ struggle against the
capitalists for better wages and working
conditions and in the struggle for socialism.
The revisionist Communist Party (CPUSA),
on the other hand, stepping on the great
name of the Party, has turned into the
most thorough-going chauvinists in promo-
ting their reformist policies and cementing
their alliance with the labor aristocrats.

The revisionist betrayal can be clearly
seen in the CPUSA’s attacks on the Black
liberation struggle which arose within the
factories during the ’60s. Groups like the
League of Revolutionary Black Workers,
which directly challenged the racist policies
of the liberal UAW leadership, were vicious-

white.”” In fact, this movement of mainly
Black workers sparked the entire working-
class struggle and directed its main blow at
the companies and at the Reuther leader-
ship, which the CP adored so much.

To eliminate the conditions which allow
the intensified exploitation of all workers,
the trade unions must be used to win sup-
port for the demands for Afro-American
self-determination in the Black Belt South,
full democratic rights for all oppressed na-
tionalities, regional autonomy for the Chi-
cano people in the Southwest, and indepen-
dence for Puerto Rico.

In raising these demands, the main blow
must be aimed against the chief enemy of
the workers in the labor movement, the re-
formist labor leaders and the revisionists,
and not at the white workers. The white
workers themselves must be won to support
the minority workers through patient
education, based upon the interests of their
own class. This work rests primarily on the
white communists. The work of combat-
ing narrow nationalism among minority

—— workers rests primarily on communists of

those nationalities, whose task is to strug-
gle against the petty-bourgeois influences
and antilabor line of groups like the Urban
League and the NAACP reformists.

It is in this context that the need for a
multinational communist party can be
clearly seen.

Another basic question facing commun-
ists in the trade unions is that of “special
demands.”

The fight for compensative seniority , for
example, aimed at getting minority and
women workers out of the last-hired, first-
fired category, is crucial to building the
common struggle within the unions and
strengthening the workers’ confidence in
each other. Of course, such affirmative
action demands must be raised on the basis

MINORITY WORKERS demonstrate for jobs in con
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exactly the opportunism Lenin, Marx and
Engels combated. Lenin explicitly said,
“Revolution consists not in the new class
commanding, governing with the aid of
the old state machine, but in this class
smashing this machine and commanding,
governing with the aid of a new machine”
(p. 138). The desire to take over and to
use the bourgeois state, which is what all

bourgeois politicians want, is at the heart -

of the CP’s revisionism.

Another opportunist distortion of the
role of the proletariat in relation to the state
is held by the anarchists. Groups like the
Weathermen and the Symbionese Libera-
tion Army (SLA) who rely on terrorist
tactics, have an anarchist line on the state
and are the flip side of revisionism. They
have developed as a trend in part as a
response to the CP’s abandonment of revo-
lution. Lenin’s critique of anarchists made
these basic points in State and Revolution:
(1) The anarchists fail to understand the
concrete conditions necessary for abolition
of the state (socialist revolution, transition

to communism, abolition of classes and so-
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cial inequality), but dream of abolishing
the state “overnight.”” (2) The anarchists
deny the necessity of a proletarian dicta-
torship. (3) The anarchists reject any uti-
lization of the present state as part of the
proletariat’s preparation for revolution.
(p. 135). This opportunist line on the
state is the reason why, as Lenin says,
“the tactics of the anarchist become the
tactics of despair instead of a ruthlessly
bold revolutionary effort to solve' con-
crete problems while taking into account
the practical conditions of the mass
movement” (p. 140).

Lenin’s State and Revolution teaches us
to combat both errors, “left” and right.
Both these opportunist lines merge in the
denial of the proletarian dictatorship,

All “Marxist’” opportunism tries to con-
fine Marxism in one way or another to the
teaching of “‘class struggle,” and nothing
more . As Lenin said, “Those who recognize
only the class struggle are not yet Marxists;
they may be found to be still within the
boundaries of bourgeois thinking and bour-
geois politics. To confine Marxism to the

doctrine of the class struggie means curtail-
ing Marxism, distorting it, reducing it to
something which is acceptable to the bour-
geoisie. Only he is a Marxist who extends

‘the recognition of the class struggle to the

recognition of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat. This is what constitutes the most
profound difference between the Marxist
and the ordinary petty (as well as big)
bourgeois. This is the touchstone on
which the real understanding and recogni-
tion of Marxism is to be tested” (p. 40).

This is the centrai lesson of Lenin’s
Siate and Revolution. Thisimportant work,
rich with the lessons of working-class his-
tory (to which these articles give only a
brief introduction), is a source not only of
clarity on the ultimate aims, but also of
correct guidance in the everyday struggle
of the proletariat and all the oppressed.

All those who are engaged in the task of
building a genuine Marxist-Leninist party
in the U.S. today must have a firm grasp of
Lenin’s teaching on the state. Like Lenin,
we have broken, are breaking and will con-
tinue to “break with the opportunists; and
the entire class-conscious proletariat will
be with us in the fight—not to ‘shift the re-
lation of forces,” but to overthrow the
bourgeoisie, to destroy bourgeois parlia-
mentarism. . ., for the revolutionary dicta-
torship of the proletariat.” (p. 142).

struction industry (Call p
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of the workers’ own understanding, and
not in abstract, moralistic or divisive ways,
such as telling white workers that they must
“repudiate” their “white skin privileges.”
A clear example of the importance of
the national question within the labor move-
ment is the recent Phillip Morris strike in
Louisville, Ky. Black-white unity was bro-
ken in the strike by the appearance of anti-
busing signs on the picket line. Political
questions, such as busing for school inte-
gration, were even more important to the
struggle to build unity than the economic
issues around which the strike developed.
The struggle around the national ques-
tion also includes the demand for language
rights of non-English speaking workers.
The participation of these workers in battle
against the company is restrcted by the
union bosses who refuse to translate con-
tracts, demands, or union meetings.
Uniting the workers of all nationalities
has been a hallmark of recent communist-
led struggles. From the union drives in the
southern textile industry, like the Oneita
strike in 1973, to the caucus movement in
the UAW, to such recent and significant
strikes as the one at Capitol Packaging in
Chicago, communists have been working to
build the unity between white and minority
workers and to combat the reactionary
chauvinist role of the union misleaders.
In the steel industry, communists have
been pressing the fight against discrimina-
tion in the coke ovens and against the ra-
cist Consent Decree. The decree, which has
the staunch support of the Abel and Sad-
lowski machines as well as that of the re-
visionists, forbids minority workers to con-
tinue the struggle against discrimination in
exchange for a small amount of money.
These examples give insight into the kind
of working<lass movement that must be
forged under the lead of communists and
the new communist party.With such leader+
ship, the trade unions can become storm
centers for working-class struggle rather
than nestling places for’the chauvinist
traitors of the labor aristocracy.
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of the workers’ own understanding, and
not in abstract, moralistic or divisive ways,
such as telling white workers that they must
“repudiate” their “white skin privileges.”
A clear example of the importance of
the national question within the labor move-
ment is the recent Phillip Morris strike in
Louisville, Ky. Black-white unity was bro-
ken in the strike by the appearance of anti-
busing signs on the picket line. Political
questions, such as busing for school inte-
gration, were even more important to the
struggle to build unity than the economic
issues around which the strike developed.
The struggle around the national ques-
tion also includes the demand for language
rights of non-English speaking workers.
The participation of these workers in battle
against the company is restricted by the
union bosses who refuse to translate con:
tracts, demands, or union meetings.
Uniting the workers of all nationalities
has been a hallmark of recent communist-
led struggles. From the union drives in the
southern textile industry, like the Oneita
strike in 1973, to the caucus movement in
the UAW, to such recent and significant
strikes as the one at Capitol Packaging in
Chicago, communists have been working to
build the unity between white and minority
workers and to combat the reactionary
chauvinist role of the union misleaders.
In the steel industry, communists have
been pressing the fight against discrimina-
tion in the coke ovens and against the ra-
cist Consent Decree. The decree, which has
the staunch support of the Abel and Sad-
lowski machines as well as that of the re-
visionists, forbids minority workers to con-
tinue the struggle against discrimination in
exchange for a small amount of money.
These examples give insight into the kind
of working-class movement that must be
forged under the lead of communists and
the new communist party . With such leader=
ship, the trade unions can become storm
centers for working-class struggle rather
than nestling places for’the chauvinist
traitors of the labor aristocracy .

FREDERICK DOUGLASS

JULY 4 PROTESTS
SAFE AND HARMLESS

Philadelphia, Pa.—More than 30,000
people demonstrated in this city of the
Liberty Bell and Independence Hall on the
Fourth of July. But it was all in the spirit

_of reforming and perfecting the rule of cap-

italism rather than overthrowing it.

Two demonstrations, the larger one org-
anized by the July 4th Coalition and the
smaller one by the “Off Our Backs” Coali-
tion, both reflected the strong opposition
to the policies of U.S. imperialism which
exists among the broad masses of people.
But under the reformist leadership of the
demonstrations, this sentiment was chan-
neled into safe and harmless avenues.

The July 4th Coalition called for an end
to the ‘‘irrational squandering of our re-
sources on war and in pursuit of profits”
and raised the slogan ““A Bicentennial With-
out Misery” as if misery, profits and war
were “policies” of the government rather
than inherent features of the system of
capitalism.

In this way the demonstration really
covered up capitalism’s crimes and provid-
ed the loyal opposition so badly needed by
the ruling class in presenting its picture of
U.S. “democracy’’ on the Bicentennial.

It is no wonder that the coalition leader-
ship, which developed out of last winter’s
Hard Times Conference, received thou-
sands of dollars from the U.S. government
itself, to prepare for this demonstration.
Under the auspices of the “American Issues
Forum” this money was channeled to
those who could guarantee a reformist path
to steer the thousands coming to Philadel-
phia.

Neither demonstration, including the
“communist’’-led “Off OQur Backs” march,
did anything to prepare the people for the
inevitable world war which lies ahead or to
educate the working people in the spirit of

_ revolution.

The main speaker at the “Off Our
Backs” demonstration was Bob Avakian,
Chairman of the Revolutionary Communist
Party (RCP), which was the central force in
the coalition. Avakian rambled through
half an hour of confusing metaphors with-
out pointing to the need for socialism. He
failed to educate people about where the
danger of anew world war is coming from—
the two superpowers and especially the
Soviet Union.

Avakian’s speech and in fact the whole
RCP-led demonstration bordered on out-
right  chauvinism. The struggles of Blacks
and other minorities presently shaking the
whole city of Philadelphia and the rest of
the country went unmentioned. )

Both demonstrations were made up
mainly of white, middle-class youth, even
while marching through the heart of Phil-
adelphia’s Black community. As a Chicago
Tribune reporter wrote the following day,

“The exuberant, peaceful nature of the’
protest appeared more as propaganda for
America’s free-enterprising, free-talking
system, and in that sense was a tribute to
the spirit of the Bicentennial.”

The influence of the revisionist Com-
munist Party USA (CPUSA) was evident in
the July 4th Coalition which focused on
improving capitalism, spreading propagan-
da about imperialism’s phony “detente”
and confining its protest to that which was
acceptable to the ruling class.

The CPUSA in its July 4th editorial
posed the main contradiction in this coun-
try as one between “reaction’’ and ‘‘demo-
cracy.” The revisionist line that we are still
fighting the revolution of 1776—the revolu-
tion for capitalit democracy—was taken
up by the whole July 4th Coalition. Their
gripe with capitalism is that the exploiters
should exploit more “democratically.” To
the revisionists and all the opportunists
who led the July 4th marchers, today’s rui-
ing class has gone wrong only in so far as it
has deviated from the path of the founding
fathers. ‘

The Soviet revisionists themselves ex-
pounded this view in the. July 4th issue of
Pravda. They called the U.S. a country of
“suffering and woes” run by people who
have betrayed the 1776 revolutionaries.

But the 1776 revolutionaries had no vi-
sion of the tasks of the working class today
or of the fight for socialism which would
be taking place 200 years later.

The 1776 revolution was a great, earth-
shaking event in its day, but now we are in
a new era, the era of working class revolu-
tion. Thisrevolution represents a thorough-
going break with capitalism rather than
being the evolutionary development of
1776 which the revisionists make it out to
be. In their opposition to this revolution
today, the phony ‘“‘communists’” and U.S.
big business can find a common hiding
place behind the American flag.

While the battle for democratic rights
must be ‘waged relentlessly, it must be
fought for in a revolutionary way and link-
ed closely to the fight for socialism. The
working class movement will not allow it-
self to be chained within the boundaries of
capitalism or its founding documents like
the constitution which reflected the strug-
gle of a different class and an earlier stage
of history .

The Philadelphia demonstrations suc-
ceeded for a short time in confining the
class struggle and making it “safe’ and legi-
timate in the eyes of the ruling class. But
the leadership of the reformists and revi-
sionists is being exposed and weakened.
People are learning through their own ex-
periences that reforming capitalism is a
dead-end street.

FREDERICK DOUGLASS
ON FOURTH OF JULY

On July 4, 1852, Frederick Douglass,
the ex-slave and leader of the movement to
abolish slavery, gave a speech in Rochester,
N.Y. Below are excerpts of that speech
given under the title: “What to the Slave
is the Fourth of July?”’

Fellow citizens: Pardon -me, and allow
me to ask, why am I called upon to speak
here today? What have I or those I repre-
sent to do with your national indepen-
dence? Are the great principles of political
freedom and of natural justice embodied
in that Declaration of Independence, ex-
tended to us? Am I, therefore, called upon
to bring our humble offering to the national
altar, and to confess the benefits, and ex-
press devout gratitude for the blessings re-
sulting from your independence to us?

What to the American slave is your
Fourth of July? I answer, a day that reveals
to him more than all other days of the

year, the gross injustice and cruelty to
which he is the constant victim. To him,
your celebration is a sham; your boasted
liberty an unholy license; your national
greatness, swelling vanity; your sounds of
rejoicing are empty and heartless; your
denunciation of tyrants, brass-fronted im-
pudence; your shouts of liberty and equal-
ity, hollow mockery, your prayers and
hymns, your sermons and thanksgivings,
with all your religious parade and solem-
nity, are to him mere bombast, fraud, de-
ception, impiety, and hypocrisy—a thin
veil to cover up crimes which would dis-
grace a nation of savages. There is not a
nation on the éarth guilty of practices more
shocking and bloody than are the people
of these United States at this very hour.
The above speech was excerpted from
the book Masterpieces of Negro Eloquence
(N.Y., 1914, The Bookery Publishing Co.),
edited by Alice Moore Dunbar, pp. 42-47.
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Running a Paper in an ‘Open Door’ Way

VISIT TO PEOPLE'S DAILY

People’s Daily, the organ of the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party, is the leading newspaper in China. Recently, mem-
bers of an October League delegation, including Ca// staff members, had
the opportunity of a day-long visit to the newspaper’s headquarters in
Peking. The following is a brief account of the visitors’ impressions.

The history of People’s Daily
goes back to the caves of Yenan in

the 1930s, where the Chinese revo-.
its first base.

lution established
areas. It was then called Liberation
Daily. It moved to Peking when the
city was liberated in January 1949.

Before the Cultural Revolution
started in 1966, its total circula-
tion was less than two million. This
was because even under socialism
some people in the leadership of
the paper ran it mainly by relying

on a handful of intellectuals, bour-

geois academic authorities, and
prominent  personalities. They
wouldn’t publish articles by work-
“ers, peasants and soldiers— they
just threw them away. These re-
visionists mainly propagated feu-
dalist and bourgeois ideas and led
the paper astray.

There was a fierce struggle on
the staff of the paper, and great
changes have taken place. For
whom is the newspaper run? On
whom should a newspaper rely?
What line should a communist
newspaper put forward? These
were issues in the struggle between
the proletarian line and the re-
visionist line in newspaper work.

Today the chief task of People’s
Daily is to spread Marxism-Lenin-
ism-Mao Tsetung Thought, the
party’s political line, policies and
principles, and to criticize revision-
ism and carry out a constant strug-
gle against it.

To guide the paper’s work,
Chairman Mao issued a series of
instructions. The

fundamental

problem in running a newspaper
well, Chairman Mao said, is revo-
lutionizing the thinking of the
journalists. He also said that the
situation in journalism where in-
tellectuals are concentrated in the
newspaper and dominate it must
be changed.

How is this to be done? On the
one hand, by paying special atten-
tion to transforming the world
outlook of the intellectuals. On
the other hand, by paying special
attention to training staff mem-
bers from among the workers,
peasants and soldiers.

People’s Daily editors are still
mostly intellectuals. To transform
their world outlook, all staff mem-
bers practice a combination of
study and manual labor. All staff
members spend an average of three
or four half-days per week in
studying Marxism-Leninism-Mao
Tsetung Thought, not including
study in their spare time.

In combination with study, all
members take turns going to the
paper’s own May 7 cadre school in
the countryside near Peking.
About 100 staff members out of
the 1,200 total go to the cadre
school at one time, spending about
6 months there. They grow rice and
other grains and cultivate fruit
trees. This helps break down the
separation between mental and
manual work, and builds up the
staff members’ capacity to fight
revisionism.

In order to bring more workers,
peasants and soldiers into news-

Name
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Payment in full including tax $
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paper work, People’s Daily runs a
series of study classes. Every few
months, about 30-50 workers,
peasants and soldiers who have
played outstanding roles in the
fight against revisionism are se-
lected from their factories, produc-
tion brigades or army units to

.come to Peking to be trained as

worker-correspondents. They com-
bine study with practice working
on the newspaper.

The class stand as well as the
technical level of these worker-
peasant-soldier journalists is much
higher than those who come from
university journalism departments.
Some of the trainees become full-
time staff members on the paper.
The others return to their units
and resume their regular work, but
always retain their ties with Peo-
ple’s Daily by acting as worker-
correspondents. There are several
thousand of them, covering every
corner of the country. They write
many articles and keep the paper
in close contact with the masses

PEOPLE’S DAIL Y—powerful too

of people all over China.

People’s Daily receives about
800-1,000 articles and news items
sent in from outside the office each
day. About 70 percent of the ma-
terial published in its pages is writ-
ten by workers, peasants and sol-
diers.

In addition, People’s Daily
benefits from special commentary
groups of working people, who
study the paper each day and give
their comments and criticisms.

These are some of the ways in
which People’s Daily practices the
policy of running the paper in an
“open-door” way, by relying on

in éés struggle (Hsinhua)

the whole party and the whole
masses of the country, in accor- -
dance with Chairman Mao’s line.
Due to.this policy, the newspaper
has become a powerful tool for
‘combating revisionism, and has
won enthusiastic acceptance by the
masses of the people. Its circula-
tion hasmore than tripled since the
start of the Cultural Revolution.
The present printing plant of
People’s Daily, using 20-year-old
East German presses, is inadequate
to meet readers’ demand, and the
whole staff plans to move in a
few months to larger facilitieswith
brand-new presses made in China.

WORLD OPPOSITION GROWS
TO S. AFRICAN APARTHEID

In the wake of the uprisings
two weeks ago, countries around
the world have affirmed their sup-
port for Black South Africans
(Azanians) in their heroic struggle
against apartheid and racist op-
pression.

Inside South Africa, while the
Vorster regime reports that “all is
calm,” spontaneous rebellions con-
tinue to break out both in the
Black ghetto “‘townships” and in
the mines and factories where Aza-
nians labor virtually as slaves. Al-
though the Vorster government
has only admitted to the deaths of
140 Blacks during the uprisings,
some African sources have placed
the actual death toll as high as
1,000.

Unity (OAU) opened its meeting
July 2 in Mauritius by condemning
Vorster’s murders and denouncing
the apartheid system. But Peter
Onu, an OAU spokesman, told
newsmen that ‘“‘condemnation is
not enough. What is needed is an
immediate program of action.”
Onu stressed the need to step up
material aid to the Azanian nation-
al liberation struggle, as well as

TEAMSTER DUES ..

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the rank and file, the government
was forced to open a sham investi-
gation of Teamster fund misma-
nagement. Already union reform-
ers and the Labor Department
itself have proven that hundreds
of millions of the $1.4 billion
Central State pension are ‘‘unac-
counted for.” Reportedly this
money has gone to kickbacks to
pension fund trustees in return
for their friendly loans to big
business. Despite this evidence, no
action is expected by the govern-
ment in this, an election year.”
Instead, the government has
assigned Labor Secretary W.J. Us-
ery as chief federal “investigator.”
Usery describes himself as a “good
friend” of Fitzsimmons, and at
the Las Vegas convention, em-
braced “my friend Fitz,” telling
delegates, ““I belong to this club.”

The Organization of African .

the armed struggles in Namibia
and Zimbabwe. He also pointed
out that all of Africa had a respon-
sibility to strengthen the “front-
line” against apartheid, meaning
those independent African coun-
tries threatened with' aggression
by the white supremacist regimes.

In Zambija, mass demonstra-
tions and rallies denounced Vor-

ster’s barbarous massacre of Black -

students. Marchers in the capital
city of Lusaka carried banners
which read ‘“‘Down with Imperial-
ism! Down with Racism!”’

The Tanzanian government de-
clared in an official statement: ‘“We
reiterate our commitment to all
measures aimed at liquidating
apartheid.”

An editorial in People’s Daily
emphasized the Chinese people’s
support for the revolutionary
struggle in Azania. The article
pointed out that the students who
had originally sparked the rebel-
lions carried signs and raised slo-
gans condemning imperialism and
the system of apartheid. “This
shows that. . .the liberation of
Black people in South Africa can

He praised Fitzsimmons’ sell-out,
gangster-ridden leadership for re-
presenting the rank-and-file Team-
sters in a ‘“‘professional way.”
Usery’s behavior was a signal that
the subpenas which his Labor De-
partment had issued in May for
Fitzsimmons and other Teamster
officials were really a summons to
make love—not war. '

The Internal Revenue Service
decided on June 28 to take away
the taxexempt status of the
union’s Central States pension
fund and to logically treat it like
any other big business enterprise.
This action has the character of
a gambling house raking the pot
from a crap game being played in
its own establishment.

The reason for these recent
wrist-slapping exercises by the
government against their ‘‘good
friend Fitz’ are: first, to white-
wash all but the most outrageous

only be achieved by overthrow-
ing the system,” said the editorial.

On every continent and in do-
zens of countries, mass demonstra-
tions were held to express solida-
rity with the uprising. In Europe,
Canada and the U.S., many de-
monstrators gathered at embassies
of the racist South African govern-
ment to denounce apartheid.

The Kissinger-Vorster meeting
in Germany was met by militant
demonstrators. In the capital city
of Bonn, 20,000 students and
youth protested the Kissinger-
Vorster meeting. The demonstra-
tors denounced U.S. support for
apartheid and condemned the
criminal role of both the U.S. and
the USSR in sabotaging the Afric-
an liberation struggles.

In the U.S., numerous demon-
strations were held immediately
after the outbreak of the rebellion.
As we go to press, demonstrations
are continuing, and the .struggle
against racism in southern Africa
has been linked to the Afro-Ame-
rican liberation struggle here
through such battles as the Free
Gary Tyler campaign.

examples of Teamster corruption
during the election-year maneu-
vering; secondly, to pull the rug
out from under the growing rank-
andfile opposition to Fitzsim-
mons which has found a voice in
the formation of several new
organizations.

Corruption in big-boss union-
ism will be treated in the same
fashion as corruption in big-boss

- government—that is, giving up a
little to hide a lot, while leaving
the basic structure intact.

The job of finally getting rid of
the labor lieutenants of capital,
like Fitzsimmons, Meany, Wood-
cock and the rest, falls on the
shoulders of the rank-and-file
workers themselves and not on the
government. Those who place their
hopes on supposed “friends” in
Washington are , misleading the
workers.
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