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This is the eight edition of an internal bulletin designed to circulate 

information on the international comnrunist movement, and the analysis 

and developDents within fraternal organizations. 

There may be unacknowledged disagreements with ·positions expressed and 

these articles should not b8 taken as representing offical RCL position. 



Aotearoa LIQUIDATIONISM DESTROYS THE WORKERS' COMMUNIST LEAGUE 

At its 7th National Congress held in January 1990, members of the 
Workers' Communist League took the decision to dissolve the organisation 
and to stop publication of UNITY after 12 years of existence. 

A new left organisation LEFT CURRENTS was formed in the aftermath of the 
decision. It is to work towards building alliances for a new Aotearoa <New 
Ze~land)- socialist,democratic,feminist ·and decolonised. 

"This ~ave was a logical follow-on to. changes in the VCL over recent years 
which. have seen the organisation break with key elements of what it 
criticised as the •orthodox' communist model: 

In particular,the organisation rejected the views that communist parties 
should have a monopoly on political power and that the class struggle had 
primacy over those for Maori self-determination and women's liberation. 

Underlying the policies and work of Left Currents is the long term goal 
of building a broad based mass movement for social liberation based on a 
strategic alliance of the struggless of Maori,women and workers. 

The organisation will be actively seeking dialogue and co-operation with 
other forces in. the progressive movement, and is open to new members from 
different philosophical backgrounds." · 

[ UNITY Volume 13: 1 March 16, 1990) 

The WORKERS' CODUNIST LEAGUE was launched in 1980 with the perspective 
common to the new communist movement of re-building a genuine working 
class revolutionary party. It established itself as a major force on the 
New Zealand Left, it recieved much acclaim for its leadership activities 
around the 1981 Springbok rugby tour and tireless activity in progressive 
campaigns,particularly around Wellington, and in the trade union movement. 

Like other ML forces it misjudged the seemingly sisyphian task and speed 
of progress possible to rectify the political errors of the past and re­
root communist activity among the working class. In the wake of 
international dev~lopments, such as in China and Poland, and in response 
to the growing influence of the Maori nationalist struggle and the 
feminist movement inside the country, the WCL began to re-assess its basic 
assumptions and certainties. 

That reassessment came ·to adopted anti-Leninists position as what was 
described as the traditional orthodoxies on the centrality of class were 
challenged and rejected, as was the concept that communist parties should 
hold a monopoly on power in socialist societies and in revolutionary 
struggles. The WCL membership argued that there were many important 
struggles and activists outside the issues promoted by the 'tradi tiona! 
communist movement'. Whilst many critisms had some valid points about past 
practice in the intern~tional movent, there was the tendency to want to 
throw out the ha~ the bathwater and the bath itself and begin with a 
totally clean slate. They concluded that "much of the communist movement 
today was itself irrelevant to struggles for liberation". 



The Conference Resolution that dissolved the WCL and marked the 
abandonment of marxist-leninist political practices and objectives stated: 

" We believe the word 'communist' is not suitable as a definition of our 
political programme and practical work because: 
<a> the word 'communist' has negative associations with 
monolithic,patriarchal,excessively hierarchical,racist and/or national 
chauvinist, and environmentally explotitative actions of communist parties 
in power and many communist groups. 
<b>. the word • communist • does not ~ncorporate other key aspects of our 
policy,that is, the equal importance of liberation from the patriarchy,and 
the need for Maori self-determination." 

As UNITY makes clear in its report of the · proceedings "The Conference 
decided that a clean break was needed with the communist ·movement and our 
previous methods of organisations." The association of the WCL with the 
international communist movement C meaning that despite its criticism it 
could not shake the "pro-China" tagl meant that "much of the 

. organisation's good work was dismissed as irrelevant to developments in 
this country". 

The truimph of . l:i beralism within the WCL was marked · by policy changes 
throughout the 1980s : the decision to reverse . the judgement on the nature 
of the Soviet Union and to regard it as a socialist society demolished 
the demarcation lines that had been drawn between modern revisionism and 
marxist politics. 

What was argued was that "the main trend in the communist movement 
internationally these days is a reactionary one. The violent repression of 
democratic opposition forces in the 'socialist' countries is the clearest 
example of this. The undemocratic monolithic practice of most communist 
parties in the West and in the third world has also caused major set-backs 
for movements for revolutionary change" . 

Thus criticism of the Soviet and Chinese experience involved a 
political rejection of marxism from which a liquidationist belief drew 
strength. The very ability to "know" anything was questioned, and correct 
criticisms of bad practices [ arrogance, sectarianism,. errors of 
democratic centralism and monolithisml both within .the WCL and the 
international movement was taken as evidence that "the communist movement 
as it was today was not up to the challenges before it." 

In seeking to understand the complexities of class societies, and overcome 
the ideological baggage of Stalinism , what became obscured' and eventually 
rejected was the continuing relevance of the marxist method, of the 
contemporary validity of an analysis based on the philosophical 
foundations of dialectical materialism. 

The adoption of more diverse and pluralistic politics marked a retreat 
from a simplistic concept of class dynamics that had not taken on board 
the issues and priori ties that had developed. The WCL opened itself to 
the corrosive impact of activists of Mdifferent philosophical background~' 

weakened the ability to apply the science of revolution - Marxism-Leninism 
Mao Zedong Thought. 



The focus became criticism of "classical marxism", "orthodoxy• and 
generally past standards considered no longer appropriate and the 
development of a radical critique that incorporated those criticisms and 
conclusion. 

What emerged dominant within the thinking of the WCL was the attractions 
of the prospects of building Left Unity based upon the strategic 
analysis of Aotearoa that sees three fundamental contradictions : between 
settler colonialism and indigenous Maori nationalism; between patriachy 
and the women's movement for liberation, and the gay and lesbian 
movements; between capital <especially financial and transnational) and 
labour .<especially low paid and unempl_oyed). 

In itself not an inaccurate description of New Zealand society, however 
members of the WCL no longer saw the organisation as one with which ~t was 
possible to implement the strategic programme devised by the end of the 
1980s The launcing· of LEFT CURRENTS , in the endeavour to "include 
rather than exclude" the ex-militants of the WCL have abandoned the 
ve~hile for revolutionary change and embrace the failed social democratic 
morass, seduced by the perspective of "left renewal", of a regenerated 
radicalism of the Left in the 1990s. What prospects are there for this 
project when the.January Conference resolved that : 

"Left Currents is ready to dissolve later this year if it is found that 
the conditions exist to form an even broader organisation and if this 
advances the strategic programme." 

The disintegration of seemingly strong marxist-leninist organisations in 
Canada and Vest Germany in the early 1980s contained political lessons for 
young ML forces elsewhere , they were not acted upon in Aotearoa. 



Vanguard 21.3.90 

Delegation vi~its China 
A delegation from the Communist Party of Australia (Marxist­
Lenini~t) visited the People's Republic of China recently at the 

. invitation of the .Communist Party of China. 
· The CPA (M-L)chairman, Bruce Cornwall, and vice-chair, 

. Maureen Davies, were warmly received by representatives of 
the•Chinese Communist Party. 

. The delegation had (he opportunity of visiting Beijing and several 
provincial cities and country areas for exchanges at·many levels from 
the factory noor and farms to the national leadership. 

During the visit the delegation gained insights into the workings 
of democracy on the factory floor, workers electing the management of 
plants, deciding the breakdown of income of factories, determining the 
factories' expenditure and development in concert with state plans. 
Delegation members were introduced to the Chinese people's vigilance 
about the ideological and economic consequences of dealing with foreign 
monopolies in the New Economic Zones, the way the leadership of 
collectives is . maintainc;d while some peasants are working under 
individual contracts, and the active participation of workerS and peasants 
in the management of factories and farm}. in the social life of the cities 
and countryside and in running the country. 

The delegation also saw active participation and a high level of 
conscious activity by party units in ideological developmc;:nt and practical 
steps taken about Marxist theory to strengthen the hold of Marxism and 
the practice of the mass line. . 

Every visitor to China can see that the people are well fed, well 
clothed "and that they have televisions and stereos . . Many are buying 
washing machines and fridges. Some in country areas are buying vehicles. 
the people's living standards certainly appear to be steadily rising over 
time. 

The delegation was in China only for a short period. One has to 
say that the observations of outsiders cannot be based on the wide 
experience of China accumulated by the Chinese Communists, despite 
the fact that the discussions and insights shared with the delegation.were 
extensive. 

With that proviso, to sum up the delegation's impressions, they are 
that things in China are generally good. There are problems which 
generally speaking. from the outside it would appear are being tackled. 
It seems that. if the efforts to overcome problems and the steps currently 
being taken are persisted with and carried right through, there are strong 
grounds for confidence in the future of China, socialism in China and 
the Chinese Communist Party. 

The visit of the delegation continued the strong relations between 
Australian and Chinese Communists on the basis of our common striving 
to master the principles of Marxism. 

Th.e CPA (M-L) welcomes such opportunities for exchanges and 
Fainilig greater insight into the experience of Chinese Communists. 



Bangledesh : On the U.C.L.B. 

United Communist Leasue of Ba~ladeshwas formed in 198? as the result 
of a unity process throughout the 1980s that brought together five 
marxist-leninist organisations. It goes some way towards restoring the 
original unity of the Bengali 1IL DDvement that first eJErged in 196? 
with the East Pakistan Communist Party <Karxist-Leninist>. 

From early on the JILs were afflicted by the tendency to split and form 
small groupings because of the immaturity of internal political life 
and secretarism of mainly an ultra-left nature. 

The 1990 Congress of the UCLB upheld t·he task: of trying to reunite the 
1IL DDvement in Bangladesh. There are separate talks towards that end 
between the UCLB and the Yorkers P~rty of Bangladesh led by Xend, and 
the _Syi:umabadi Dal group led by :Jajem. 

There is a working relationship on issues with the· Comuvnist Party of 
Ba~ladesb OIL) and the Revolutionary CoJ11111Unist Party of 
Ba~ladesbfXL>led by Baq. 

Once a unified force is established the main political task: after the 
rebuilding of an authentic communist party is to challenge and destroy 
the political leadership of the pro-Xoscow organisation, the CPB. The 
strategic line that the UCLB adheres to is one that seeks a communist­
led :JEW DEXOCRACY. The immediate political objective is work. towards a 
LEFT DEXOCRATIC ALLIABCE that will include all left and deDDcratic 
forces. It would purse the line of land reform, confiscation of 
imperialist capital and non- alignment in the country's foreign policy. 

The UCLB works with a five party <petiti-bourgeoise) alliance. The CPB 
is part of a eight party alliance led by the Awam.i League who are 
regarded as part of the Rational bourgeois by the CPB in their Jational 
DeDDcratic Programme. UCLB regard the Awam.i League as representing 
comprador interests. There is also a 7-party alliance led by Bangladesh 
lational Party comprising a more uniform bourgeois bloc. 

UCLB has a national political presence - organised in 51 of the 
country's 64 districts - and is engaged in open political activity 
through a number of mass front organisat i ons. The NATIOBAL DEXOCRATIC 
TRADE UIIOB FEDERATION organises 28 trade unions. The UCLB is active 
amongst women workers in the textile factories and while leading many 
local women unions a national women's organisation luis not yet been 
established. This is the next task. 

The UCLB is act i ve through two peasant organisations - J~TTIYO KRISHAK 
SHAXITY <Jational Peasants Association) and KHh1XAJUR SHAXITY 
Landless Peasant Union. UCLB has the third l argest student organisation 
in the country - SHHATHA XAITRY <Student Friends hip) which is regarded 
highly among college/school students. The National Youth organisation 
is YUBA AAITRl <Youth Friendshi p). 
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Bangladesh is divided administratively into 64 districts. These are 
sub-divided into 464 sub-districts rather like UK' s borough councils 
each returning a candidate. These have a semi urban H. Q. of local 
government and seats of judicary,milita,police. 

In the local government elections in )(arch 1990, UCLB put up 1'7 
candidates to •test the water• of electoral procedure . . They stood on a 
policy for free and honest polling - elections tend to be "directed" or 
rigged by government/military intervention. They won 3 seats, came 
second in 4 others and third in 5 other seats. CPB who stood '76 
candidates also won 3 seats. The UCLB has a perspective of ultilising 
electoral support for mass propaganda and creating a base to support 
insurrectory political activity. 

In -the city council elections last year they contested 3 seats and had 
two · elected. At the lowest tier of government adDdnstration,union 
councils,they had 5 candidates in 198'7. 

Briefly, on the questions of the day the UCLB support the line of 191'7 
and the need for the dictatorship of the Proletariat. They don't accept 
the Soviet view of the world with its talk of a "common home•, and 
whilst supporting the reforms in Soviet party and society are doubtful 
about their success. They regard the Soviet leadership as rightist 
deviationists .. 

UCLB supports the Chinese Party's right to reforms <although no 
conclusions have yet be drawn on use of the market economy) and its 
right to suppress counter-revolutionaries while having tactical 
differences on how that is achieved <June 4th) . 

They regard events in Eastern Europe as a setback for social ism 
internationally but also as vindication for past criticisms of 
revisionist deviation in policies of those parties. The Romanian 
situation is seen as an army coup influenced by <unspecified) ~utside 
pressures. 

Albania is supported as building socialism but not seen as an 
organising centre of the international communist movement. The UCLB 
recognises no leading party and has relations only on a bi-lateral 
basis. 

On Xao Zedong Thought: UCLB has a negative assessment of the Cultural 
Revolution. They believe that given similar conditions to its 
development, Xao Zedong Thought has international application. It is 
upheld as the highest development of revolutionary marxist thought . 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
For another perspective: an article by lurul Amin [of the Department 
of Political Science at Dhaka University,BangladeshJ entitled •The Pro­
Chinese Communist J(ove:ment in Bangladesh• can be found in_]'Jl~lli.ll. 

of Contemporary Asia Vol. 15 !o. 3 1985 pp349-360. 



Philippines On Events in Eastern Europe 

The Communist Party of the Philippines lCPPJ declared that its task "can only 
be to study and learn lessons", and that "no amount of mocking of the so­
called failure of socialism" in Eastern Europe would deter it from pursuing 
its national democratic revolution "in a self-reliant and independent way." 

The CPP considers itself "in an advantageous position to benefit from the 
postive and negative experience of other· parties ahead of it achieving 
victory in national and socialist revolution." 

When it wins, the CPP said it "will be able to see with greater clarity how 
to undertake socialist revolution and construction ... [and) prevent the 
restoration of capitalism through all-rounded revolutionary process,avoiding 
both bureaucratic and ultra-democratic excesses." 

The Central Committee criticised Gorbachev' s doctrine as mainly aimed at 
promoting Soviet interest to build a Soviet national economic power in a 
peaceiul environment,but that could merely.lead to the Soviet Union and the 
United States turning into "super partners". 

The pusui t of detente had made the Soviet Union appear as a "benign 
superpower ... promoting ideological and political · disarming". Gorbachev's 
doctrine "pr-oposes that super rivals can become super partners." This is 
having an adverse effect on the socialist cause. 

The objectives of perestroika to make the Soviet Union be guided by world 
market prices in dealing with other countries,even socialist countries, 
warned the CPP, might likely result in socialist nations getting ''the worst 
of two worlds". 

The effects on socialist countries has been adverse.The 'new thinking' 
identified with Mikhail Gorbachev was the propelling force behind the 
cathartic social upheveals. Aside from the "rapid over-throw of rulers of the 
ruling parties" in Eastern Europe, there is also "the weakening of the anti­
imperialist and proletarian international bond of the Warsaw Pact countries." 

The crisis have given rise to adverse ideological trends, these included 
"bourgeois liberalism,nationalism,religious differences, cynicism." 

There were other factors, as imprisoned NDF leader Satur Ocampo told The 
.Manila Times: these governments had failed to sustain their ·"leading role in 
revolutionizing their societies" partly attributed to the fact that they did 
not lead successful social revolutions. [4.1.19901 

The CPP cited the failure to improve the general economic conditions of their 
peoples - to forward the cause of socialism - and blamed the "evils of 
capitalism" and "long-term subversion" by its "agents of counter-revolution" 
for the political turmoil. 

The Polish United Workers' Party and the Hungarian Socialist Workers' Party 
"have been repeatedly split and discredited among the people because of the 
economic mess wrought by submission to demands of their capitalist 
creditors.'' Ceaucescu was, according to the CPP analysis, overthrown mainly 
"due to large amounts of foreign debt incurred,the squandering of oil 
resources and then the drive to pay back the foreign debt at the expense of 
the people's well-being." 



Sonora Ocampo, imprisoned CPP Central Committee member offers a different a 
different analysis of perestroika: he views Gorbachev as a "bold innovator" 
whose doctrine was 11 two steps backwards, one step forward" to put socialism 
"back on track". He argues 11 how this is to be carried out in concrete 
steps, while warding off the incursions of pernicious capitalist ideas and 
practices,will be the subject of intense debate worldwide." 

The West is II wont to proclaim too soon the decline of socialism worldwide 
as a consequence of the dramatic events in Eastern Europe. I don't believe 
there is sufficient basis for this prognosis." Ocampo told The Hanilia Times 
in early January. 

The CPP pointed out that: 
" In gloating over the crisis in the socialist countries,capitalist countries 
seek to obscure their own crisis and their responsibility for the crisis in 
Third World ·countries." 

Most .of the Third World, long integrated into the world capitalist economy 
and debt-strapped, had "not been lifted from conditions of underdevelopment 
and poverty" compared to a "mere handful" of newly industrialising economies. 
This the CPP stated "cannot prove the beneficence of capitalism for the 
entire Third World" but illustrated that "socialism is bound to gain the 
upperhand on a world scale, simply because the world cannot afford too many 
capitalist countries." 

According to the CPP, capitalist countries "are bleeding the people of Third 
World countries mainly through debt service." The former now find no need to 
put in new productive investments, especially because they are given the 
option of converting unpaid loans into equity in local enterprises in the 
Third World. The foreign debt was "an important neocolonial lever of the 
capitalist powers for extracting economic and other privileges" 

The socio-economic and financial crisies in capitalist countries was plain to 
see. The CPP judges the "crisis of overproduction on the international scale" 
to had resulted in "a rearrangement of economic and financial strength. " 

The U.S. had "declined from a position of being able to dictate economic and 
security policies to its capitalist allies to that of having to arrive at a 
consensus and combining with equable and increasingly strong partners·. " 

China, in the CPP's opinion,exemplified what bleaker future awaited socialist 
nations now buffeted by political turmoil, and likely to yield to proposals 
for the restoration of facets of capitalism in their economies. 

Economic liberalization had brought about "grave imbalances" in the Chinese 
economy and spawned "evils of. capitalism" causing widespread · social unrest 
and stirrings for political liberalisation. 

This bourgeois 1 i beral trenq gained headway until it took the form of a 
"counter-revolutionary atte'mpt" to overthrow the Chinese Communist Party ~nd 
peaked at the mass act1ons of Tiananmen Square. 
" What is ironic about the counter-revolution" the CPP noted, "is that the 
bourgeois liberals took advantage of the social discontent brought about by 
the evils of capitalism and gained hegemony over the mass actions." 

(Adapted from Carry out Rectifications, Further Strengthen the Party and 
Intensify the People's Revolutionary Struggle, a 19-paged document dated 
26. 12. 1989] 
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China= ~'A ~natter. ot serio.us concern'' 
.·! 

Statemt.·nt of the.' Communist Party or the Philippines on the June 4 event in China 
. · " . l . 

0 n hda:~lf- ,,f the: Fitipi~to pc:~~plc: . ~: . 
anti it:t uwn h~·halt. the ( onk. - :.-:~.­

munist :l,arty ,,f the l'hilippine:> c:xpres- _'~>~ _ /.lt, · . 
:>e:> dt'epe:>t rc!grets and 1" icf t u the . J I . ~. ? .1i 
Chinc:sc (\muuunist Party . and the: ) ff 
Chin'-~ people uvcr the tra~ic event .-:. 
on June 4, in· which hundreds 9f dvi-
lians and troops were killed and .thou- · 
sands injured i~ Bcijin~. and t~te events · ., 
which foUowed. : 

· This hloody incident is a matter 
of serious concern for the pn>letarian 
~evolutionaries and the entire people 
of the world even as we appropri.:l~ely 
~onsider the event, the circumstances · 

· leading to it. aud those following it. as · l'rot~:st~r:s o11 IIUIII(C'' :srrik~: Crl:si:s. ·bloody tunno11 tznd t"'l(~dy in B~ijing 
· basicallv ·an internal matter for China 
to settle. ing people. It can be observed that as· the many decades of revolutionary 

· We observe that although counter- · these capitalist elements are given struggle against imperialism, feudalism 
revolutionary agents were definitely freer rein, evils associated with capital- and bureau~rat-capitalism . Historical 
involved in the mass demonstrations in ism, such as profiteering, gross econo- . experience has shown the overwhelm­
Tianarunen SqUa.re and elsewhere in mic imbalances, overinvestment in ing majority of the Chirtese people 
China. the overwhelming' majority of nonproductive faxed assets. consumer- that socialism is the only path t6 salva­
participants were a wide ariay of stu..- ism, inflation, corruption and unem- tion and progress. 
dents, low-income intellectuals and ployment, arise and intensify. It is socialism that has enabled 
working people expressing their griev: It should also be asked whether China to rise from the abyss of nation: 
artces and demands. the policy of. giving too much im- al shame and indignity, backwardness, 

It is up to China, it~ people and portance to foreign investments and poverty and inequality to become the 
leaders, especially the Conununist Par- capitalist . methods in the process of stroQg, modern :tnd powerful nation 

J tv of China, to determine the root socialist modernization was· precisely that it is today - irt the front ranks of 
I c~use of the widespread social unrest what spawned tl~e evils that gave rise the nations of the world in the areas of 
i that has been going on and has result- to the mass unrest 'now being exploit- social equality, industrial growth, agri- I 
I ed in crisis, bloody turmoil and trage- ed by the -reactiorurries. . . cultural development and all~ound so­

dy . It is up to them to determine to . \\-e condemn the efforts of the cial progress. Under the proletarian 

l what extent the unrest is ·caused by United States and other capitalist po- dictatorship, economic upliftment and 
errors in policy and, possibly, in line in wers to intervene in Chinese affairs socialist democracy become a reality 
socialist construction; what exactly is and manipulate Chinese counterrevolu- more and more. 
brought about by counterrevolutiona- tionaries, capitalist-readers and Right In the spirit of proletarian inter-
ry sabotage by capitalist powers and opportunists. . -nationalism, we extend firm support 
Chinese reactionaries; and what can be The imperialists and all sorts of re- to the proletarian revolutionaries and 
attributed to the continuing irttperfec- actionaries all over the world, includ- the broad masses of the people in 
timis, limitations and difficulties in ing our Aquinos, Ramoses and Sins, China in their struggle to uphold the 
building socialism. . • are gl~ting over this unfortunate de- four cardinal principles of keeping to I 

They should seriously look into ·velopment in China, .branding this ·as the socialist road, upholding the peo- 1 
the possible harm .and dangers to so- proof of the failure of Marxism and pie's democratic dictatorship , leader- ; 
cialist society that have been brought socialism. They "distort, exaggerate, if ship by the Communist Party, and • 
by ·the introduction of capitalist me- not outrightly ·fabricate, news report!i using Marxism-Lenirtism and Mao Z~­
thods and practices into the so~io- · that tend to show. that socialism is op- dong Thought as their guiding light. 

, economic base; the growth o.f bour-· - pressive of the Chinese people and_ is in The Communist Party of the Phil­
. geois-li.beral ideas in tlte superstruc- turn hated by them. Titey seek to - ippines is confident that · the Chinese 
ture ; and the overly intimate relations manipulate both the socio-economic people and government under the 
with capitalist powers, especially the crisis and the outrightly capitalist ele- leadership of the Communist Party of 
Cnited States. ments in the economic base and bour- China will be able to surmount the 

F.or quite_ some t~e ~ow, i':l the geois liberal _ influence~ in the super- · present crisis, rectify errors to further 
pursuu of rap1d modermzauon, btg fo- structure, as they try to -overthrow the strengthen socialism defeat the coun­
r~ign and Chinese capitalists as well as Chinese Communist -Party and the' · terrevolution, furth;r raise the anti­
petty cntrcprcncurs. nndtants at all le- People's Republi~ of<;:liina. · . ·_ - imperialist vigilance of the Chinese 
\'e)s and rich pcasan.ts have been al- _ . But all these will surely fail. China ·masses, and move forward on the road 
lowed to enjoy the right to own means has been tempered and steeled .in the · of socialism under the guidance of 
of production _and distribution, reap past . four decades of socialist revolu- · Marxism-Leninism. , 
pr·iva.te profits, and. exploit the work- ti9n and construction, not discounting · . CP~ Centr~l Committee 1 . . 
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Philippines: CPP SELF-CRITICISX 

In one of its periodic assessments of its work the ComDUnist Party of 
the Philippines acknowledged its short-comings and errors but the CPP 
diSDdss as •a mere pipe dream- the Aquino's government ."boast• that it 
can defeat the revolutionary forces by 1992. 

Speaking from prison, CPP leader Ocampo said, "Along its growth 
trail,the CPP has had failures big and small.But I cannot think of any 
such strategic character as to be considered 'devasting'." 

The Central Comudttee said the •wor~t· of the party's errors was the 
·~ecurrent hysteria• and "deadly panic arising from mere speculation• 
that has led to the liquidation of alledged government agents in its 
ranks. There had been lapses in guidelines covering "pre-arrest . 
investigation,deterDdnation of primua facie evidence,investigation of 
the arrested suspected suspect, trial,evaluation of evidence, 
calibration of penalties and the appeal process." 

Other errors noted were: 
• in the expansion of the CPP there had been a "dearth of theoretical 
and political -training" of members; 
• "Bureaucratism which dampened the initative and developmen~ of advance 
mass activities and Party members"; 
• Since the fall of Xarcos there has been a damaging "laxity- of party 
cadres in security,resulting in the arrest of CPP leaders. The Party 
pointed out the need to •prohibit over-recording and dependence on 
computer equipment• in the methods of keeping information. £There were 
seizures by government forces of CPP documents contained on computer 
disc last yearl; 
• "There has been a tendency to hasten the formulation of larger units, 
companies and even battalions, without sufficient consideration of 
logistics, reserves and mass support.• These units have absorbed the 
"best cadres and most resources at the expense of mass -work in the 
localities.• These enlarged units ncan be rendered passive,highly 
visible and vulnerable to the superior military forces of the enemy.• 
• There is an ~neven distribution of cadre with too few in rural area, 
and in view of the series of arrests, it said the •urban basing and 
style of work" of CPP members on the wanted list were •under serious 
study and action is being undertaken to ensure security.• It conceeds 
that it would maintain a low level profile in urban-centred politics 
• There is a "sectarian tendency• in the Bational Democratic Front with 
alliance building being concentrated on the intelligensia class when 
there is an "acute need for educated cadres who can be assigned to work 
among the toiling masses,the people's army and in spheres requiring 
professional and technical competence.• 

Conditions for the revolutionary forces advance,and eventual 
victory,remains "exceedingly favourable• said the CPP. The Aquino 
administration was "incapable of solving the fundamental probleDS of the 
people ... it had failed to cleanse the country of the stench of 
corrupti on and bloody crimes of the previous regime,but is surpassing it 
i n corruption and human rights violation.• 



TURKEY : Talk given by London-based Supporters of the SOCIALIST PARTY 

The roots of the SUCIALIST PARTY are in the Turkish llarxist-Leninist 
JJDve:ment through pest membership of the TIKP - Yorkers & Peasant Party of 
Turkey. With the military coup in · September 1980, the Yorkers & Peasant 
Party of Turkey imple.anted a strategic retreat. The leadership of the TIKP 
was divided into a clandestine section while the .DIOst publically known 
defended the Party in the courts. 

There developed an ideological two-line struggle within the organization 
in response to the coup. It centred on whether it was right to discuss the 
:merits and failings of :marxism or simply to defend it in the face of 
bourgeois hostility. There was an unwillingness to address the issue of 
stalinism from those organised illegally. 

In the JRid-1980s there. was open discussion on the issue. There were wide 
discussion with a call to the Turkish Left to debate the road ahead. There 
were ~ny intellectual discussions but when it came to organising in a 
party, they were against organising,against proletarian dictatorship. It is 
noticable that other Left forces are organised in the student movement but 
not the workers JJDvement. 

Those militants who were to form the Socialist Party argued that the legal 
way _ of an active and accessible party organisation was favoured by the 
workers and peasants. 

The United Socialist Party Organising Committee set up to accomplish this 
task comprised 80~ of former TIKP members. Thus when the SOCIALIST PARTY was 
formed in 1960 it had an overwhelming worker/kurdish based membership. The 
party approach could be summed up as : • The legal way, defend yourselves -
attack !" . Today the ruling class wants the Socialist Party to revert to an 
underground existence. But this is being resisted, and party militants are 
using whatever deDDCratic space there is to continue an open struggle. The 
Socialist Party plans to participate in any elections and is organised in 
50 cities, -~o towns and thousands of villages throughout Turkey. 

There are three main forces on the Left: the PKK who are waging an armed 
struggle on the basis of Kurdish nationalism; the Socialist Party, and the 
United Comoamist Party of Turkey [ UCPTl - they are pro-Gorbachev, have 
declined from having a worker basis to that of intellectuals, and recieve 
proJIIOtion in the Turkish bourgeois media, they proDIOte membership of the 
European Community 

Socialist Party sympathiers have been active in the publication of "Towards 
2000" which has been subject to constant government repression, especially 
when it reports on the struggle of the Kurdish Workers' Party [PKKl. There 
bas been an increase in attacks on Left publishers with government threats 
to close down publishers of unacceptable material . 

[Articles on •Towards 2000"/ 2000e Dogru can be found in International 
Review Io.6l 



The Socialist Party is resisting the move to a clandestine existence, as 
the progressive forces in Kurdistan regions have been forced to adopt, 
because the dynamics of the class and national struggles provides the 
opportunity for the Socialist Party to be seen fight at the front. The Party 
slogan is : • Where there is oppression,we are organising !• 

The party understands the strategy of the ruling class to be an adaption of 
the Kissinger PrograliJile that saw the Shah of Iran try to hold the lid on 
society and then implement some reforms. They place some significance on the 
roundtable talks held on lay 28 bet~en · representatives of the civilian and 
military bourgeois camp. 

Th~ Socialist Party identified the sharpening contradictions within 
Turkish society as comprising the rising national question of Kurdistan, the 
deepening economic crisis reflected in mass actions by workers· and peasants 
and the women's struggle against feudalism in Turkish society. 

KURDIST.AI : the Socialist Party has a membership that unites Turkish and 
Kurdish revolutionaries, gives full support to the PKK and has active 
members within it. They favour a federal solution to the national question. 

WORKERS: the Socialist Party faces problems of semi-feudal life,divison by 
nationality and Islamic influence in building influence in. the trade unions. 
It is engaged in factory organizing under existing unions. There is a rising 
struggle waged by workers . One million workers stopped work for this year's 
lay Day. In the capital, a joint union organising commdttee was established 
by 8 unions, ~ - ' ~~ influenced by Socialist Party supporters. The 
party is actively engaged in preparations for a workers' commdttee to 
organize a general strike in 1991. 

VOXEW: the Socialist Party supports independent women associations in 
Turkey. It had discussion with feminists in Turkey but while some joined the 
party ,others were anti-organising. The Party stands against feudal ideas. 

Today the membership of the Socialist Party has grown from 150 members to 
over 10,000. Old members of the TIKP make up only 20~ of the membership. The 
fast growth of the party has caused problems of consolidation. There is a 
deficiency in cadre as organisers. Party schools are being established to 
solve this problem. In the 1970s there were many i ntellectuals/professors in 
the movement . Today the membership i s overwhelmingly worker and peasant and 
intellectuals are rare . 

Briefly, the stand of the Socialist Party is that there can be no 
revolution without larxismrLeninisurXao Zedong Thought. With regard to 
China, they have had misgivings since the late 1970s and support the line of 
the Cultural Revolution believing that a lot of things are wrong but that 
education of the Cul tural Revolution can still be brought to bear. On the 
Soviet Union, they see the Gorbachev reforms as principally aimed at the 
resolution of internal problems, and they characterise it as a second-rate 
imperialist power. The Party is against joining a united capitalist Europe 
as represented by the 1992 Single Xarket . 

(notes from meeting of Xay 25th 19901 



COMMENTARY: MAY DAY IN BRUSSELS 

The 1990 Jfay day celebrations organised by the Parti du Travil de Belgique 
lPTBJ was a highly impressive events and morale boosting experience, 
particularly against the background of the collapse of socialis• in the Soviet 
bloc and the global counter- offensive by the imperialist bourgeoisie. 

This Jfay Day rally irrevocablely destroyed the notion which has gained some 
currency in some sections that socialism is dead ! 

IITHRIATIOIALIST GATHERIIG 

Participations came from Afri~a,Latin America,Asia 
opportunity ·o~ having,albeit brief, contact and 
interest was the opinion of the Peruvian comrades on 
Luminoso in that country's revolutionary process. 

and Europe. I had the 
discussion. Of crucial 
the question of Sendaro 

The Pervian comrade took the view that Sendaro took a very sectarian 
approach. They resorted to. killing people who could be won over or politically 
neutralised. Some of the comrade's own party members had been killed by 
Sendaro militants but they had refrained from launching a counter-attack. He 
was firmly of the opinion that DOst Sendaro members were genuine 
revolutionaries but had been misled by the leadership. In the future, they 
hoped they could have .a closer relationship but only after Sendaro had 
abandoned its sectarian political approach. 

The c~lmination of the celebration was a rally with some 2000-strong audience 
to hear the main speakers - progress! ve writer Jfartha Haneker, Jose Jllaria 
Sisson and PTB leader Ludo Jlarten - relate their position vis- a-vis the 
dynamics of global events. 

There were many debates taking place beside that in the main hall. Although 
the main theme was SOCIALISX, there were other important themes: on the media 
and its role; the Palestinian Question; on racism. [The latter I went into but 
had to leave because of the absence of any translation). 

IIPRESSIVE DISPLAY 

Throughout the day there were thousands of people listerning or attending the 
various debates, or inspecting the impressive displays and stalls that fi l led 
the exhibition hall - some ' 50 metres in length and the same in width . 

I came away fro• the Jlay Day event convinced that what the PTB had achieved 
we can do likewise. Britain is no way unique from the rest of Europe in 
particular or from the world in general. The XL forces in this country have a 
very big responsibility to transform this unhealth situation. Furthermore, Jllay 
Day in Brussels has reinforced my confidence in marxism-leninism and 
proletarian internationalism. 

DJt lay 1990 

ON SOCIALISI'I main session of Jfay Day Celebration • lotes that follow are, 
because of translation difficulties etc., a rough indication of the main 
contributions at the Jlay Day rally. As they have not be checked against 
original text,as accurate representation, they should not be publically 
quoted. 
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\I Jose Karia Sisson 
·~ ~ 

ill 
The collapse of social ism is too a sweeping statement. Events as theY. have \ 
unfolded in Eastern Europe have casted doubts on socialism. Turmoil and crisis j ll 

led to the overthrow of the ruling parties in Soviet Bloc. Capitalism is seen 
in former socialist countries as a salvation. I 

In Eastern Europe the liquidation of the revisionist parties, largerly \' , 
marginalised or destroyed. The transnational corporations began the process of II 
buying up industries. Events as they unfolded led to conclusion that socialisD ~ ~ 
is defeated and capitalism is winning. ·That is sheer propaganda. 

Socialism was born out of the capi tal!st crisis of over production. '!; 

Su~quently there was steady progress towards socialism, although the 
advancement of socialism did not manifest 1 tself in a · straight line. Before l 
the Bolshevik Revolution the opportunism of the 2nd International was in the 

11

·. 

ascendency. The collapse of the 2nd International and the outbreak of YYl was 
a prelude to the Bfllshevik Revolution and its subsequent victory. In Western 
Europe before YY2 fascism destroyed the Socialist parties of Germany. This was 

·followed by war against the Soviet Union: the outcome was several socialist 
countries in. Europe and Asia. 

The present .era similar to that of the collapse of t!le 2nd International. 
Socialism is facing a zig- zag course. Series of capitalist crisis of 
overproduction dating from the late 60s even before the Scientific Revolution 
in the West in the 1970s. The Big 'l of OECD atte.111pted to find a way out of 
crisis. This led to lending of finance to the Third World to purchase goods, 
funds for infrastructure, knowing full well the inability to repay the capital 
loaned. Clearly the capitalist world would not allow the emergence of lEV 
capitalist states which would mean competition with the Vest. 

Iote the lengthening of credit for the Third World but not for China: they 
found iDportant recruit in China for financial capital; Teng has done more for 
international capital than Khruschev. Khruschev' s USSR praised lew Economic 
Policy to cure war communism. The problem is bureaucracy. Bureaucracy is one 
thing,bureaucratism is another. 

You cannot argue against concentration and centralisation regarding 
industralisation if socialism is going to advance . A country with low 
technology and economic development requires a high degree of concentration. 
Stalin was a socialist without whom there would be no socialism. Vhat is worse 
is to have bureaucratic socialism. It is wrong to equate bureaucracy with 
Stalin or socialism. Khruschev encouraged emergence of a rich peasant class. 

Production for use - important thing. Xanagers in industry are given higher 
powers. Economic managers are laying off workers to increase bonus. Brezhnev 
was not a neo-Stalinist. He was a revi sionist. The Soviet working class 
subjected to a double squeeze. 1Hsallocation of resource <re: military build­
up>. 

Gorbachev copied somethings from Yugoslavia. The reformist is pushing reforms 
in agriculture and other areas. Some 70~ of price related goods deregulated. 
Gorbachev attempting to incorporate "hidden economy• into co- operative: the 
continuous charges of corruption are diversonary tactics. . 



Bartha Haneker 

Gorbachev represents a balanced position between progressive and reactionary 
forces. Bureacrats are people who defend their previleges either of the party 
or the state: popular forces DRJst iBpOSe their will. Prefer to use concept 
such as popular deiiDCracy instead of Dictatorship of the Proletariat - the 
masses must participate in the revolution. You cannot continue to blame 
everything on the enemy; you can use the enemy to continue with the wrong 
mistakes: socialists and coDDUnists make Ddstakes. 

The parties who talk of the dictatorship of the proletariat are the small 
parties.They donot have the responsibility of government. People who take the 
flag of de~racy to denounce imperialism and the bourgeoisie - they are 
advancing the revolution. 

In Latin America, dictatorship is associated with militarism and military 
juntas. They prefer to use popular democracy. Stalin and the Comuunist 
lnternation have bad associations for us, and for China. Xao had to fight 
against Stalin's interventions. Latin American parties copyed what Stalin 
said.Their· policies were detached from the masses. 

Cuba signed important agreement with USSR. Contrary to what many people 
thought, it was advantageous to Cuba. 

Ludo !artens 

Provided historical analysis to the unfolding events in Eastern .Burope 
beginning in 1950s saw emergence ol revisionism. Comrades spent :many years 
analysising the phenomenon : collapse of socialism in Eastern europe and USSR. 
It was not a simple occurance, very complex developments, therefore important 
in finding out the root of its demise. 

Current leadership <and Khruschev> attacks Stalin, clai:ming they could do 
better. The PTB was in agreement for sometime with critics of Stalin. 

Imperialism supporting revisionism in socialist countries. Si:mul taneously 
undertaking low intensity conflict and killing many people in the Third World. 
Imperialism lauches psychological attacks on revolutionary parties world wide 
in many different forms. Attacks by imperialism DDre vicious than ever. The 
development of technology gives imperialism an advantage. 

Socialist countries continue in to exist in the east. Some countries are no 
longer socialist . Those who promote the linkage between socialism and 
financial capital is now reDDved from power. Solidarity government using nee­
liberal economic language, strong possibility of using religion to push facism 
against XL forces. · 

He stressed the importance of maintaining the dictatorship of the proletariat. 
The party and cadre must be deeply intergrated with the masses. Democracy must 
align to class s truggle as means of forstalling the machinations of 
imperialism and their agents inside the proletarian parties. 



Maoists· emerge from woodwork 
TilE FIVE men, each wearing a frayed blue 
Mao suit and a hound-dog expression, had a 
familiar story to tell. They were intellectuals, 
they said, shambling neiVously into my hotel 
room, and had suffered for their views. They 
had been mocked, scorned and humiliated 
Magazines had shunned their articles, publish­
ers their books. 

But. they went on, things were suddenly 
looking up. Their years in the wilderness 
seemed over - bizarre remarks at a time when 
most Chinese writers and scholars are diving 
for cover. However, for these. five, and many 
more like them in Mao Tse-tung's home prov­
ince of Hunan, China's recent retreat into 
ideological obscurantism has stirred not fear 
but hope. Finally they can come out of the 
closet. Their creed, Maoism, is back in fashion. 

"For )'ears. we were cold-shouldered, 
laughed at and attacked." complained Lu 
Kuihong, the. vice-president of the Hunan So­
ciety for the Study of Mao Tse-tung Thought 
and deputy head of the Hunan Academy of So­
cial Sciences. "No one paid us any attention. 
No one would welcome us." And if Maoism 
was treated so shabbily in Mao's own home, Mr 
Lu wondered aloud, imagine bow much worse 
the situation must have been elsewhere. 

Things got so bad, he says, that not even the 
Hunan People's Publishing House would agree 
to print a book he had edited, called Develop 
and Uphold the 17wught of Mao Tse-tung. 
''They said I should change the title because no 
one would ever buy a book with Mao's name 
on the cover," Mr Lu said. The publishers sug­
gested he call the work simply Develop and Up­
hold in the hope that readers might think it was 
about business and economics. 

A fellow member of the Mao Tse-tung 
Thought Society, Mao Kuangsheng, chips in 
with another example of "persecution" under 
the old and now discredited order of Zhao 
Ziyang, the liberal Communist Party leader 
ousted last June. "We used to discuss how 
things were going wrong privately but could 
never publish our views .. . It was a difficuit 
time,'' says Mr Mao, who has a particular duty 
to preseiVe doctrinal purity as deputy head of 
Hunan's Party School, an ideological seminary 
for local cadres. 

Such humiliation, they hope, is now behind 
them. They make no attempt to disguise their 
joy at the fall of Zhao Ziyang, whose halting 
attempts at political as well as economic re­
form had put them out to pasture. "Everything 
is a lot better since he left," says Mr Lu. 

Hunan's Maoists and probably millions 
more like them across China are the winners of 
last year's political turmoil and form a bedrock 
of support for the hardline leadership in Pe­
king. It is a diverse but powerful constituency, 
ranging from genuine Maoist faithful to the 
brazenly opportunistic; from embittered vet­
eran revolutionaries to ambitious · novice cad­
res. Whether motivated by self-interest or lin­
gering idealism, all share a common comm­
itment to the past, the years when Mao's, the 
party's and thus their own authority and pres­
tige went unchallenged. 

But what is "Mao Tse-tung Thought?" After 
40 years of "study", the answer is still elusive. 
Mao, though dead and encased in a Crystal 
sarcophagus for 14 years, is still a moving tar­
get. Even the Hunan experts stumble when 
asked to explain. "It is the crystallisation of 
Marxism-Leninism with Chinese characteris­
tics." Chinese characteristics? Their faces go 
15lank. Loyal party members al~ they cleave to 
the official line that economic reform must 
continue in tandem with political reaction. 
They insist that Mao's Thought has nothing to 
do with what everyone thought was his thought 

The Great Helmsman's ideals 
are back in fashion following 
Peking's crackdown, Andrew 

Higgins writes from Changsha 

while he was alive, when he proclaimed "class 
struggle" as the "key link" and "perpetual 
revolution" as the answer to all China's prob­
lems. 

Rhetoric aside, their commitment to reform 
is less than convincing. Many offiCials in Hu­
nan are clearly upset not only with the political 
liberalisation pursued by Mr Zhao, but also 
with the entire policy of market-oriented 
change. "The market will not work. It's too 
chaotic," says Weng Hui. deputy secretary of 
the provincial government. "People want sta­
bility, not chaos." · 

For Hunan's Maoists, last year's political cri­
sis, which brought rioting to their own door­
step, was a godse.nd - a vindication of their 
unfashionable views and proof that the party 
had strayed too far from its true path. 

Indeed, there are some signs of a Maoist re­
vival among ordinary people. But it is a revival 
based on nostalgia rather than conviction, and 
one that could prove no less threatening to the 
party than the reformist impulses of Mr Zhao. 
Of the few people who do wear Mao buttons, 
many are students, who look to Mao out of de­
spair with the present leadership, not because 
they share his vision of communism. 

In Shaoshan, Mao's home village, northwest 
of Changsha, local offiCials speak proudly of a 
sudden influx of pilgrims to the holiest of Chi­
na's revolutionary shrines. This is proof, they 
say, of popular support for traditional commu­
nist values. In reality, nearly all come on tours 
paid for and organised by the party. Rare are 
those who are willing to spend their own time 
and money tp make the pilgrimage. When a 
Chinese television crew arrived recently hop­
ing to film evidence of popular devotion to 
Mao, they had a problem: there was no one 
around. Mao's Memorial Museum was de­
serted and Mao's boyhood home was empty 
apart from the occasional bored straggler. But 
propaganda has never been disturbed by real­
ity - they had brought along a team ·of ama­
teur actors to fill the empty rooms. 

SIMON t..O t-J~ 
This reappearance of some of 

the features of Maoism is a des­
perate effort to find ideological 
weapons to fight the onslaught 
of "bourgeois liberalisation", 
the aping of western ideas of 
individual freedom. Few 
people, in Peking at least, take 
it seriously. But there is also a 
revival of interest in Mao him­
self. New biographies of the 
great man sell well, as does a 
newly published Dictionary of 
Mao fie Tung Thought. 

The authorities claim huge 
increases in the numbers visit­
ing China's Bethlehem, Mao's 
home town of Shaosban in 
Hunan province. In fact, there 
do not seem to be many more 
pilgrims than last year. There 
is no real return to the old per­
sonality cult; more a resur­
gence of intellectual interest. 
Mao's grandson, a chubby 20-
year-old student in Peking, 
draws enthusiastic campus 
audiences for fireside anec­
dotes of childhood encounters 
at his grandfather's knee. 

But students' interest is not 
entireiy of the sort welcomed 
by the authorities. Deeply disil­
lusioned with current leaders, 
despairing of the vague demo­
cratic yearnings behind last 
year's student protests, some 
are re-evaluating their ideolog­
ical heritage. They are looking 
for .a hero. The university 
"study groups" discussing Mao 
are more a form of concealed 
dissidenCe than a sign of a 
return to Marxist basics. 

It was workers, last year, 
who waved portraits of Mao 
during demonstrations. He was 
a symbol not of Marxism, but of I 
incorruptibility. Mao may have 
been, indirectiy, a mass mur­
derer, but nobody bas ever 
accused him of being on the 
take. Some students see Mao as 
basically honest, and, by com­
parison with China's current 
leaders, a historical giant. 

Scouring the history books 
for analogies for China's cur­
rent international isolation, 
Chinese theoreticians have 
come up with two answers. One 
is the early 1900s, when Lenin, 
in a minority after the Second 
International, denied that 
Marxism was "out-dated", and 
triumphed in the end. The 
other is the 1930s when Mao led 
a dwindling Red Army on the 
Long March to eventual victory 
in the revolution. 

They are, for a beleaguered, 
unpopular leadership, comfort­
ing recollections. But in assist­
ing the popular revival of 
Maoism, China's leaders are 
wielding a double-edged sword, 
which may hurt them as mucJo 
as it does their opponents. 

SvtJt./.:(co p,c.s ro,J vt.'' iT 
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