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INTRODUCTION

As, in the 1960s, the leaderships of the great majority of Communist
Parties increasingly revealed their departure from Marxist-Leninist
principles and their adoption of revisionism, many honest revolutionary
socialists in various coun ries were led to join groups and parties
declaring their adherence to "The Thought of Mao Tse~tung'.. O

But a careful study of "The Thought of Mao Tse-tung" and of its pract-
Rt ical embodiment in the policies of the Communist Party of China since 1935
~»-ﬁ*~, <reveals that those who joined such maoist groups and parties in the belief
PR that they were "Marxist~Leninist™" were grossly deceived.

“"""n-‘,

e ADHE ., ‘OUGHT OF MAO TSE-TUNG" IS A FORK OF REVISIONISM, AND THE "GREAT
@2 PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVOLUT{-QN" IN CHINA WAS' COUNTER-RZVOLUTIONARY IN ®
: NATURE. B

A preliminary analysis of the "cultural revolution" was made by the
Marxist-Leninist Organisation of Britain its its "Report on the Situation
“4n.the People's Republic of China" issued in January 1968, while the
“Meultural revolution'" was still in progresse. @

\._\

Since then the MLOB, now the Communist League, has been engaged on a
smore detailed study of '"The Thought of Mao Tse-~tung''. The first section
‘éf this, now out-of-print, will be republished shortly in COMpass and
ther sections will follow. The report which follows is a summary of these
’/findings, which bring the 1968 report up-to-date and correct a number of
inaccuracte formulations in it. : ®

6/ Many maoists are reluctant to make an objective examination of "'The

7/ Thought of Mao Tse-tung'', for the same reason that many members of the
Communist Party of Great Britain are reluctant to make an objective

exawlnatlon of "The British Road to Socialism'., To do so would, in fact,

dis'pel illusions which they find comforting -~ particularly the illusion ®
’ tHat there exist powerful "Marxist-Leninist? parties ruling over great

P "%oclallst states” to which they can look for guidance.

4 But the necessity of building a new international Marxist-Leninist
vement from the roots is not daunting to anyone who has really. absorbed
rxism-Leninism. For the working class in any country can make-<no sig-

e historical march of the working class towards socialism makes the
eation of such parties -- freed of-all revisionist trends and strengthen- .
by the experience of the past sixty years =-- inevitable.

The Communist League

i The aim of the Communist League, which publishes COMbat, COMpass and
,+;InterCOM, is to build a Marxist-Leninist Party free of all revisionist
trends.

2 . Printed and published by:

.f/y ' ) Bernard Charnley,
¥ ' ' : 26, Cambridge Road,
Ilford, Essex.

For THE COM{UNIST LEAGUE ®
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REVISIONISM IN CHINA

The Character of the Chinese Revolution

In the ysars immediately prior to 1949, the social system in China was a
® semi-colonial, semi-feudal society, as Mao Tsa-tung stated:

"Present-day Chincse soﬁlety is a colonial, seml-colonial and eemi-
feudal society". :

(Mao Tse-tung: “The Chlweoe Ravolution and the Chinese Communlst Party
ing "Selected Works", Volume 23 Peking, 19653 Pe 315) :

Thus, the Chlneqe Revolution uwas dl;ected, in the first place, at the
foreign imperialists, the Chinasse landlord class and those sections of the
Chinese capitalist class depencanc Upon foreign imperialism (the comprador
bourgeoisie):

& . "The chief tarnats nenies at this stage of the Chinese revolution
+ o 88 « « ths bo*rﬂFOl"Je of the imperialist countries and thes landlord
class of our country. o .

The coinprader big boupnocieie is a class which directly serves the
capitalists of the imperialist countries and is nurtured by them;
countless tises link it cloesely with the feudal forces in the countrysides

® Therefore, it is a tamget of the Chinese rsvolution".
(Mao Tse-tunne -ibid.; p. 315, 320).

Uninterrunted Revolution

The primary zim of Marxist~leninists is to lead the working class to carry
S through a SOClallSt revclui'cn, by whlch the worklng class will become the

ime—_—rt

Inva_éolonial-type country auch as China, however, the revolutionary
process embraces two successivo siejes:  that of national-democratic revolution
and that of socialist revolution:

"Eyery Cemmunint ounht to know that, taken as a whole, the Chinese

revolutionary mcvement led by the Communist Party embraces the two stages,
i.8., the domocratic and ihe socislist revolutions, which are two
essentially differznt recvolutlonary processes, and that the second
process can be cacriad thnouch only after the first has been completed.

® The democratic revolu’icn is the nacessary preparation for the socialist
revolution, and tho sccialist revolution is the inevitablessquel to the
democratic revolution®.
(Mao Teo-tungs ibices p. 330-1).

But Marxism-Loniniem holds that if the working class, led by a Marxist-
® Leninist party, can galn the leadiry wole in the first stage of the revolutionary

TR et A —— e

process in a coloriale- +y;e country, cho stage of naticnal-democratic revolutxon,

-

It can procoed without sinniiisant interruption to carry through tho socialist
revolution:

"yhile the democratic petty bourgecis wish to bring the revolution
® to a conclusion as quic“ly as possible and with the achievement at most
" of the above demands, it is our intorest and our task to make the
__revolution permansnt, until all moro ot less possessing classes have
" been displaced from domination, until the proletariat has conquered
state powor".
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(K. Marx and F. Engels: "Address of the Contral Council to the Communist
Loaguc", in: K. Marx: "Solected Works", Volume 2; London; 1943; p. 161)

"From the democratic revolution we shall at once, according to the
dogree of our strength, the strength of tho class-conscious and organisod
prolctariat, begin to pass over to thoe Socialist rovolution. We stand for
continuous revolution. Wo shall not stop half way".

(V. I. Lenin: "The Attitudd of Social-Democracy toward tha Poasant Move- -
mont" in: ‘Selectod works" Volume 3; London; 1946; p. 145) ' o

"Tho prolotarlat w111 1mmod1atoly utiliso this llboratlon oF bourgeois
-Rusgia’ from tsarism; from the agrarian powor of thc landlords, . . to bring
about the socialist rovolution's
(V. I. Lonin: "The Two Lincs of tho Rovolutlon", ins "Solccted works",
Volumo 5;- London° undated°A p. 163). : .

Commenting on thls last'passago, Stalin says:

"This, then, is the position in regard to Lonin's idoa of the
i:: -bourgeois~domocratic reovolution passing into the prolotarian reovolution,
=« -for-the 'immodiate! .transition to the prolotarian rovolution". :
(3. V. Stalin: "The Foundations of Leninism®, ing "Loninism"3 A London:
1942; . :ps 26).

and addss . - L : : -
"The horoes of tho Sccond Intornational asserted (and continue to

assert) that betwoen the bourgeois-domocratic rovolution and the proletarian
rovolution, there is a chasm, or at any rate a Chinesc Wall, scparating onc
from the other by a moroc or less protracted interval of timo, during which
the bourgocoisie. '« dovolops capitalism. . . This interval is usually"
calculated:-to oxtend over many docades, if not longer. It is hardly
nccossary to provo .that this Chinese Wall 'theory'! is totally dovoid of -
sciontific meaning under the conditions of imperialism, that it is and
can bo only a means of concocaling and camouflaging tho countcr—rovolutlonary
aspirations of the bourgooisico". o segte
(3. V. Stalin: ibid.; p. 22).

The Communist Intornatlonal correcctly applied this Marxist-Leninist stratogy
and tactics to colonlal -typo countries such as Chinas :

'"As a rulo transition to the dictatorship of the prolectariat in these
(i.0.5 colonial-type -- Ed.) countries will be possiblo only through a
sories of. preparatory stages, as the outcome of a whole poriod of :
transformation of bourgoois-democratic revolution into socialist . revolution".

(Programme of tho Communist Intornationaly Londong p. 41)

_~Thﬂs; tho eoqcop@_that nggggg_a national-democratic revolution led by the
~working class and:tho socialist revolution in a colonial-type country thero must
bé é“éighlfléant ﬁériod of capitallém -~ a "Chlnosc Wall", as Lenin put it ==

"To attompt to raise an artificial Chinoso wall betwoen tho first and
- soeond-revolutions'. . . is monstrously to distort Marxism, to.vulgarise
it; to put liboralism in its place. It moans smuggling in a roactionary
dofence of: the bourgooisic against thc socialist proletariat'. A
(V.. Ii Loninz: "The Prolctarian. Rovolution and the Renogade Kautsky',:ins
"Soloctod Works', ‘Volumo 7; London; 1946; p. 191). ;
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"This Chinese Wall 'thoory' . . is and can only bo a moans of
concealing and camouflaging tho countor-rovolutzonary aspirations of
the bourgeoisie". .

(3. V. Stalin:. "The Foundations of Loninism", in: "“Loninism';
London;y 1942; p. 22).

r Tho Inevitablé“ Doscrtion of tho National Capitalist Class

The national. capitalist class is that soction of the capitalist class
in a colonial-typc country which -- in contrast to tho othor scection, the
comprador capitalist class, which is tied to and dopendont upon foroign

® imporialism -~ has its oconomic and political intorests held back by the
domination of the country by foroign imporialism and so has an 1nfbrosf_1n
carrying fﬁrough tho national- domocratic rovolution:

"With tho growth of the rovolutionary movemont (in colonial-

typo countrios -~ Ed.) the . . bourgeoisic in such countrlas is

& splitting up into two parts, a revolutionary part . v and a
compromising part (the big bourgeoisio), of which the first is
continuing tho revolutionary strugglo (against foreign imporialism. --
Ed.), whoroas tho second is entoring a bloc with imperialism", - ‘1!
(3. V. Stalin: "Tho Political Tasks of theo Univorsity of tho
Pooples of the East"; in: "Works", Volumoc 7; Moscows; 19545 p. 147).

In the first phaso of tho'national-domocratic.rovolution, when loadorship
of the rovolution is in the hands of the national capitalist class, the party
of tho working class shculd attompt to form an alllanco with this lattor class:

"In tho flrst stage (of tho nat10na1 democratic revolution in China
% -~ Ed.) the driving forco of the movement was the national bourgeoisic,
bourgeois intellectuals and students, which sought support in the ranks
of tho proletariat and the potty bourgcoisio.

In the socond stage the character of the movement changed . .3 the
working class (particularly tho industrial prolotariat) appeared on tho
arcna as a political factor of first class importancs.

3 - The proletariat is forming a bloc with tho peasantry . . , with the
petty, urban bourgcoisio and a soction of tho capitalist bourgeoisio".
(Rosolution on the Chinose Situation, 7th. Plonum ECCI, in:
"Intornational Press Correspondence', Volume 7; 19275 p. 231).

But a pre-rcquisito of tho transformation of tho national-domocratic
= rovolution in a colonial-typo country into a socialist rovolution is that the
worklng class should win the loadership of the national-democratic rovolution
from tho national capitalist class:

"In tho colonios and somi-colonies whoro tho prolcotariat is the
loador of and commands hogomony in tho struggle, the consistont bourgeois~
[2) domocratic rovolution will grow into prolotarian rovolution in proportion
as tho strugglo devolops and bocomes more intonsao".
("The Programmo of tho Communlst Intornational; London; 1932
po 40, 42) '

"Tho quostion of tho hegomony of the proletariat in such (colonial-
) typo -- Ed.) countries, and of freoing tho massos of the people from tho
influcenco of tho comprom181ng natlonal bourgooisio, is becoming moro
and more urgont'.
(3. V. Stalin: "Tho pOllthDl Tasks of tho University of tho Peoplos
of tho East", in: "Works",; Volumo 7; Moscow; 19543 p. 147).
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But thec working class can win the hogomony of tho national-
domocratic revolution only by class struggleo against the national
capitalist class:

"Either the national bourgcoisio smashes the proletariat . .

. .or- tho prolotariat pushos aside the national bourgeoisia,
consolidatcs its hegomony and assumes the lead of tho vast massos
of working pcople in town and country, in order to ovorcomc tho
rosistanco of tho national bourgecoisic, sccurc the complote
victory of tho bourgoois-deomocratic revolution, and thon gradually
convert it into a socialist rovolution, with all the consequonces
following from that.

One or tho other". : , . L,
(3. V. Stalin: "Quostions of tho Ch;noso Rcvolutlon" in: "Works",
Volumo 9; Moscow; 19545 p. 225).

If fho'marxist-Ldninist strateqgy and tactics'is pursucd cdrroctly;anﬁ-!&l
successfully, so that tho working class is soch to be winning tho loadorship-

of the national-domocratic rovolution, then the national capitalist class
will incovitably doscrt the national-dcmocratic rovolution and pass over

to the sidec of thoc counter-revolution, .profcrring a subordinate exploiting
position under imperialist. domination to the prospcct of losing its
exploxtlng rlghts altogcther under soclallsm' . T

"Now tho mauemcnt 1s at the boglnnzng of tho thlrd stago « o o,
In this stago the .driving forces of the mevement will be,a: blnc‘of~;

a still morc recvolutionary naturo -- of the prolotariat, pcasantry
and urban potty bourgocoisic. . .

The industrial bourgooisioc marchod with the national rouolutlonary
movomont so long as it prosorvod puroly a bourgoois-democratic
character, but on tho first signs of rovolution (i.c., -led by-the
working class =-- Ed.) they eoithor dosort tho rcvolutionary cause
or manoouvro to sabotage it'".

(Rosolution on the Chinesc Situationy 7th. Plenum ECCI, in:
"Intornational Press Corrospondencc", Volume 73 19273 p. 231).

Any policy on the part of tho Party which tdnds to damp down tho c}agg
struggle of the worklng class agalnst tho national capltéllst class for the

> —

harmful rlght decviation from Marxist-Loninist strategy and tactics:

"The political solf-dotormination of  tho Chincsc Communists
will develop in the strugglo . . against Right Liquidationism, -
which ignoros tho independont cless tasks of the Chinesc proletariat
and loads to a formloss merging- with tho gencral democratic

- national movomont".
" (Rosolution of ,the 6th.- Plenum9 ECCI, cited in: J.; V. Stalin:
"The Intcrnatlonal Situation and tho Defeonco of tho USSR, ints
"Works", Volumc 10; Moscow; 1954; p. 25).

. "I know that.among tho Chinoso Communists thoro aro comrados

,,a-who do not approve .of workors .geing on striko for an improvomont of
thoir matorial conditions and lecgal status, and who try to dissuado
the workers from striking. That is a groat mistake, comrados; it
is a very sorious undorostimation of the role and importanco of
“the Chincso prolotariat . . . It would bo a grecat mistake if the

.. Chinoso Communists failod to tako advantago of tho prosont

-~ Pavourable situation to assist tho workors to improvo their
matorial conditions and logal status, ovon through strikos.
Othorwiso, what purposc doos tho rovolution in China sorvo?

4.



@ Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021 Bill Bland Internet Archive
www.ml-today.com www.marxists.org

Uploaded 2021

Se

Tho prolotariat cannot bo a loading forco if during strikcs its
sons are floggod and torturod by agonts of imporialism".

(3. V. Stalin: "“Tho Prospucts of tho Rovolution in China", ing
"Works", Volumo 83 Moscow; 195435 p. 389).

"A gencral policy of rotreat in the towns and of curtailing
r tho workors' strugglo to improve thoir conditions would be wrong."!
(Diroctive of Presidium of ECCI to CPCy cited in: J. V. Staling
"Tho Intornational Situation and the Dofonce of the USSR", in:
"Works", Vclume 10; Moscow; 199543 p. 20).

"Tho ECCI decisiveoly donios any opposition betwoon the taeks
® of the national rovolution and tho tasks of tho prolctarian class
" struggle. It believes that such an attitude . . is nothing but a
rojection of the hogemony of tho proletariat in tho domocratic
Chinese Revolution®.
(Resolution on the Chineso Question, 8th. Plenum ECCI, ins "IKKI
i WP (b) po kitaiskomu voprosu (osnovnye rosheniya)" (ECCI and
® RCP (b) on tho Chineso Quostion (Principal Docisions); Moscow;
1927; p. 169).

The Democratic Dictatorship of the Working Class

T and Pezsantry

 — —

® Because of ‘the inovitablo desortion of the national capitalist °
class from the national-democratic rovolution if tho working class
gain tho loadorship of this revolution, the form of stato ostablishod
by tho victory of a national-domocratic rovolution lod by tho working
class will be the domocratic dictatorship of tho working class and

® peasantry in tho form of Sovicts:

"The futurc rovolutionary govornmont in China will in

" general resemblo in character the government wo usod to talk about
in our country in 1905, that is, somothing in the naturo of a
democratic dietatorship of the prolotariat and tho poasantry,

Ps ~ with the difforonce, however, that it will be first and forcmost

an anti-imperialist govornmont".

~(3. V. Stalins "The Prospocts of the Rovolution in China", in:
"Works", Volumo 8; Moscow; 19543 p. 382). ‘

"Now, if tho movoment gains succoss, Soviots can bocome
® and actually will bocomo tho main foree that will rally around
' itself tho workers and peasants of China',
(3. V. Stalin: "Tho Political Complexion of tho Russian Opposition',
in: '"Works", Volumo 10; Moscow; 19543 p. 162). =
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"The spocial conditions of tho rovolutionary strugglo
provailing in colonial and somi-colonial countrios . . impose
upon tho Communist Partios of thosc countrics a numbor of spocial
tasks, which arc preparatory stages to the genoral tasks of tho
dictatorship of tho prolotariat.” The Communist Intornational
considers tho following to be tho mbgt'impbrtant of thesc spocial

tasks:

1) to ovorthrow the rule of foreign imperialism, of the

foudal rulers and of tho landlord burocaucracyj”
2) to ostablish the domocratic ‘dictatorship of tho

prolotariat and the poasantry on a Soviet basis".’ :
("Programmo of tho Communist International; London; 19323 p. 41).

Mao and tho National Capitalists

In 1927 the Chineso national capitalist class deserted the national-
domocratic revolition and went ovor to tho sido of thc counter--
Tovolution —= this dosertion being signifiod by the coup d'etat
hoaded by Chiang Kai-shok in this ycar:

"Tho course of ovents has completely justified the Soventh
Enlarged Plenum's prodiction that the bourgooisic would desert
the united national-rovolutionary front and go over to tho sido of
tha countor-rovolution.

This process was oxprosscd in tho countor-revolutionary coup
of Chiang Kai-shok and a number of other gencrals®.
(Rosolution on tho Chincsc Quostion, 8th. Plenum ECCI, in:
NIKKI i VKP(b) po kitaiskomu voprosu (osnovnye resheniya)”
(eEcci and RCP (b) on the Chincso Quostion (Principal Decisions);
Moscow; 19273 p. 169). '

The principal cause of this defoction was the dovolopmont of the
class strugglo of tho workors and peasants: e ®

"The principal roason for tho troachory of the Bourgooisic and
Chiang Kai-shok was tho unfolding mass movement of the working class
and peasantry and tho succossos of the Chineso Communist Party".-
(Ibid). ' .

The policy of the faction headed by Mao Tso~tung towards tho national
capitalists was oxprossod clearly in 1935, after tho faction had gainod
control of the leadorship of the Communist Party of China, as onc of
"winning back tho national capitalist class to tho national-domocratic

reovolution's o
' ' %2 &®

"The national bourgooisie . . desertod to the dqomy of the pcoplo,
tho Chiang Kai-shek cligue. The question is whother there is any
possibility that this class will undorgo a change in the prescnt
circumstances. We think there is. o «

The task of tho Party is to form a rovolutionary national
united front by combining the activitios . . of the workors, ' ®
tho peasants, tho students, the potty bourgooisic and the national
bourgeoisie throughout tho country.”

(Mao Tso-tung: "On Tactics against Japancso Imporialism", in:
ngoloctod Works", Volume 13 Pokings 19645 p. 155, 161).

In tho prosont circumstancos thero is a possibility that the ®
bourgooisic will once again cooporate with us and join in tho
rosistance to Japen, and the party of tho prolotariat should
thoroforo not ropcl thom but wolcome thom and rovive its alliance

with them".
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(Mao Tso-tung: :"Tho Tasks of tho Chinoso Communist Party in tho
* Poriod of Resistanco to Japen", in: "So}octod Works", Volume 1;
® pokmg, 1954~ p. 272). :

"The middle bour900131o constitutes the ngtlonal bour900131o.
« o'e This is a stratum wo must win over".
(Mao Tso-tungs "Curront Problems of Tactics in tho Antl-Japaneso
Unltod)Front", in: "Sclocted Works", Volumo 23 Poking; 1965
Pe 423 T o ¢ .

- "Tho task of tho proletariat. is to form a unitod front
with tho national bourgeoisic".
(Mao Tse-tung: "On New Domocracy", in: "Scloctod Works", Volumo 2;

Poking; 19653 P 348)

. 5 5
But we havo saen that tho natlonol capitalist class dosortod tho
national-dcmocratic rovolution bocauso the working class was gaining
tho lecadorship of this revolution and so opening tho way to its
transformation into a socialist rovolution which would ond the
° oxploitation of tho working class by the capitalist class.

" The national capitalist class could; thereforo, be "won back to
the national-domocratic rovolution' only if it could be assurcd of ||
lecadorship of this rovolution, only if it could be satisficd that
its oxploitation of the working class would continuc:after tho victory
of the national-democratic revolution, only if it could bo satisfied .
[ J that it and not thc working class would dominate the state which would
be sot up after the victory of tho national-democratic rovolution.

Tho faction hoaded by Mao Tso-tung gavo thoso assurancos to tho
national capitalist class.

® " _Aftor the victory of ‘the national-democratic rovolution, as led by
a Communist Party hcadcd by the faction hcaded by Mao Tse-tung, the
national . copitalist cless was assurcd that it would be oncourago
o dovolop capitalism for an 1_indofinitc periods

——

"The poople's republic . . so far from confiscating the
® national bourgcoisio's industrial and commercial eontorprisos, .« .
-will encourage their dovolopmont. We shall protoct overy national
capitalist who doos not support the imperialists or the Chineseo
traitors. .« . Tho labour laws of tho pooplo's ropublic will .
‘protoct tho intorosts of tho workers, but will not prevent tho
national bourgcoisic from making profits or dovoloping their
® industrial and commercial entorpriscs, becausc such dovolopmont
is bad for imporialism and good for the Chinoso pooplc®.
(Mao Tso-tung: "On Tactics against Japanosc Imporialism", ing
"Solectod Works", Volume 1; Poking; 19643 p. 169)

| “It is not at all surprising but ontlrcly to bo oxpoctod

® that a capitalist oconomy will dovolop to a cortain oxtent within
Chincse socioty with the swooping away of thec obstacleos to the
dovolopmont of capitalism aftor the victory of the rovolution,
since tho purpose of the Chinose rovolution at tho prosent stago
is to chango the oxisting colonial, semi-colonial and scmi-feudal
stato of socicty. . . A cortain degreoo of capitalist developmont

e will be an inovitable result of the victory of the deomocratic
rovolution in oconomically backward China".
Mao Tso~tung: "The Chinese Rovolution and the Chincso Communist
Party", in: "Selocted Works", Volume 2; Pokings 1965; p. 329).
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"The ropublic will neither confiscate capitalist privato property
in -general nor forbid the development of such capitalist production as
doos not 'dominato tho livelihood of thc poople', for China's’economy
is still very backward. . .

A rich peasant (i.e, rural capltallst - Ed.,) economy wlll be
allowod :in.:the rural arcas." . :

(Mao Tse-tung: "On Now .Democracy", in: “Sclected wOrks",.Volumo 2;
Peklng ' 1965~ p. 353). e 3 '

"we should not mistakcnly carry over tho strugglo against
capitalist ideas within the Party to the flold of social economy and
oppose. the capitalist soctor of the economy"

(Mao Tso-tungs Postcript to "Rural Survoys", in: -"Solected Works",

Volumé 3:  Pekings + 19655 p. 15).

"Some people suspoct that tho Chinese Communists aro opposed to
the dcvolopment of individual initiative, the growth of privato. capital
and the protoction of private property, but they are mistakon. .« It~
is tho vory task of the Now Dcmocracy we advocato .. . to guarantce
that thc peoplo can . . frooly develop such private capitalist economy
as will benefit and not 'dominatc the livolihood of tho peooplo';, and to
protoct all appropriate forms of privato property. . .

The substitution of a cortain degroc of capitalist devolopment for
tho opprossion of foroign imporialism and domestic feudalism is not ...
only an advance but an unavoidablo process. It bencefits tho proleotariat
as well as the bourgooisic, and the former perhaps morc... . Indeod,
we havo too littlo of capitalism. . . Undor the state systom of new
domocracy in China it will bo nccoessary in the intcrests of social
progross to facilitato the development of tho private capitalist scoctor
of the cconomy."

(Mao Tse-tungs "On Coalition Governmont", in: "Solected Works",
Volume 33 Pokings 1965; p. 281, 283). :

"In viow of China's oconomic backwardness, oven aftor tho country-
wido victory of the rovolution, it will still bo nccessary to parmit
tho oxistence for a long timo of a capitalist soctor of the oconomy. w..
This capitalist soctor will still bo an indisponsable part of the '
whole national ceconomy".

(Mao Tso-tung: "Tho Present Situation and our Tasks", in: .
"Soloctod works" Volumo 4° Poklng, 1961; pe 168).

At prosant tho-. 'Loft' dov1at10ns consist chlofly in oncroachlng
on tho intecrosts of: .:'s the national bourgooisio".

(Mao Tse-tung: "A €ircular on the:Situation", in: "Soloctoed. works“
Volume 43 Pokings 19613 p. 219).: :

"Bocause: China's oconomy is still backward, there will bo need,
for a fairly: long poriod aftor the victory of the revolution, to mako
use of tho positivo qualitios of urban and rural privato capitalism
as far as possible, in the intorcst of dovoloping tho national oconomy.
In this poriod, all capitalist cloments in tho citios and countryside
which. are not harmful but boneficial to tho national oconomy should be
allowod to oxist and oxpand. This is not only unav01dablo but also
oconomically necossary".

(Mao Tse-tung: Roport to tho Sccond Plonary Sossxon of tho Soventh
Contral- Committco of tho Communist Party of China, 1n- "Soclectod.
Works", Volumo 4; Pocking; 1961; p. 367-8). % G iy o

Thus, tho socialist rcvolution bocame, for tho factxon hoadod by Mao
Tse-tung,. somcthing for tho far-distant Futurc, not cven to bo soriously

- —

discusscd at the prosont timo:
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"In tho futurc tho democratic rovolution will incvitably bo
transformod into a socialist rovolution. As to whon tho transition
will tako placo, that will depend on tho proscnce of tho necossary
conditions, and it may..tako quite a long timsc. We should not hold
forth about transition until all tho nocossary political and
oconomic conditions aro prosont. « . Comparcd with Russia, China
will find it more difficult, and roquirc much morc timo and cffort,
to complote hor domocratlc revolution politically and cconomically",
(Mao Tso=-tung: "On- Tactxcs agalnst Japanoso Imporlallsm" ing -
"Soloctod Works", Volumo 13 Pokings 19643 p. 170).

In ordor"to win back thec national capitalist class to the national-
democratic rovolution", therofore, tho faction hcadod by ‘Mao Tse-tung, in
flagrent violation of Marxist-~Loninist principlos with regard to the
revolutionary process in colonial-typo countrios; promised the national
capitalists that botwocon tho national-democratic revolution, (as led by
tho faction hoaded by Mao Tse-tung), and tho Socialist Revolution, therae
would bo. For a "long" and indofinite period, a "Chineso Wall", of capital=-
ism, .

On thec adoption of this policy tho faction headed by Mao Tso-tung
bocamg: a rovisionist faction, and thec Communist Party of China after -its
domination by tho faction hoadod by Mac Tsc-tung, bocamo a rovisionist
party objoctively scrving thec intorosts, not of tho Chlnoso working class,
but of the Chincsc national capitalist class. -

! Thc "Now Domocratic Statc"

The faction hcaded by Mao Tso-tung also assurcd the national
capitalist class that tho statc to be sct up aftor the victory of a
national-democratic revolution carriod out in accordanco with "Tho
Thought of Mao Tso-tung" would bgy not tho domocratic dictatorship of
the working class and poasantry callod for by Marxist-Loninist principlos,
but a "now democratic state™ in which roprosontatives of the national
capitalist class would play a prominont rolcs :

"What will bo the composition of the new democratic rcpublic?
® It will consist of tho proletariat, tho peasantry, thoe urban potty

bourgcoisic and all thosc in the country who agroe with the national
and domocratic rovolution; it will bo' tho allianco of thosc classos
in the national and domocratic rovolution. Tho saliont featuro horo
is tho inclusion of tho bourgeooisice .+

It was corroct to put forward tho slogan of a workors' and-
pcasants' domocratic rcpublic in the past, and it is correct to drop
it today".
(Mao Tse-tung: "The Tasks of the Chinose Communist Party in tho
Poriod of Rosistanco to Japan", in: "Soloctod Works", Volumo 13
Poking; 1964; p. 271-2).

"Our govornment ropresents not only the workors and poasants but
tho wholo nation. . . Tho prosent situation requireos us to change our
slogan into ono of a pecople's ropublic. Tho reason is that . . it is
now possible:not only for tho petty bourgeoisic but oven for tho
national bourgcoisic to join the anti-Japancsc struggle".

(Mao Tso-tung: "On Tactics against Japancsc Imporialism", ins
"Solocted Works", Volumo 1; Poking; 19645 p. 168).

“"In.pcoplo's reprosentative conforonces at various lovels we
must, whorecvor possiblo, includo reprosontativos of all domocratic
strata -- workors, peasants; indcpcndont craftsmen, profossionals,
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intolloctuals, national bourgcois industrialists and morchants and
onlightoned gontry".

(Mao Tso-tung: Spocch at a Conferonco of Cadres in tho Shansi-
‘Suitan)Liboratod Aroa", in: "Scloctod Works", Volumes 4; Poking;
p. 231). :

' ‘"Yho aro the peaplo? Nt the prosont stage in China, they arc tho
working class, thc poasantry, the urban potty bourgcoisio and tho
national bourgooisic. Thoso classos. . unito to form thecir own stato".
(Mac Tso-tung: "On tho Pooplo's Democratic Dlotatorshlp", ing
"Soloctod Works", Volumo 43 Pokingy 19613 p. 417).

This stato will "adjust tho intorosts of labour and capltal" 80 as
to guarantco "logitimatc profits™ to tho CapltﬁllSES°

"Tho policy of adjusting tho inteorosts of labour and capital -
~will bo adopted undor the ncw-domocratic stato system. On tho ono
“hand, it will protoct the intorests of the workers. .3 on the other
hand, it will guarantce logitimate profits to proporly managed stato,
"privato and cooporative onterprises -- so that both the public and
tho private scctors and both labour and capital will work togethor L]
to dovelop industrial production.”
(Mao Tse=-tung: "On Coalition Government", in: "Selectod Works",
Volume 33 Poking; 19653 p. 304). e

Any concoption that the "mew domocratic state" should favour tho
welfare of tho working class at tho oxpcnsc of tho profits of the capltal- ®
ist class must bo opposod as a harmful, onc-sided "leftist doviation" from
"Tho Thought of Mao Tse-tung":

"A sharp distinction should also be made betwoen the correct
policy of devoloping production, promoting cconomic prosperity,
giving consideration to both public and private interests and
benefitting both labour and capital, and the one-sided and narrow-
mindod policy of 'roliof! which purports to uphold thc workers'
welfare but in fact damages industry and commorce and 1mpa1rs the
causo of the poople's revolution".
(Mao Tso-tung: "On the Policy concerning Industry and Commcrce"
in: "Sclectod Works", Volume 43 Pcking; 19615 pe 202). o

| "At present the 'Loft' doviations consist chiefly in . «:
laying ono-sidod stross in the labour movement on the immediate
interests of the workers".
(Mao Tse-tung: "A Circular on the Situation", ins "Selected Works",
. Volume 4; Poking; 1961; p. 219). ®

Tho result of rojoction of such "loftist deviations" from "The Thought
of Mao Tso=tung" is seon in tho roal wage position of the Chinesc workors:

"Wages riso moro slowly than labour productivity. . «
Botweoen 1953 and 1955 labour productivity in various
branches of industry roso by 41.8% but the rcal wages of tho
_workors roso by a mere 6.9%".
"(Liu Tzu-chiu: "Wago Roform in China", in: "Poople's China",
Octobor 16th, 195635 p. 13).

True, the workors will be oncouraged to take part -- along the lines
of contomporary "industrial domocracy" -- in joint production committocs
with the ropresontativos of tho capitalist class, but thoir aim will be
to "roduce costs, incrcase output and stimulatc salos':
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"Undor the local government's leadorship, workers and
capitalists should be lod to organiso joint committces for tho
managemont of productioni'and to do cverything possible to
reduce costs, incroaso output and stimulate sales so as to attain
tho objectives of. giving consideration to both public and private
intercsts, benefitting both labour and capital".
(Mao Tso-tung: "On the Policy Concorning Industry and Commorco",
in: "Seloctod Works", Volumoc 4; Poking; 1961; p. 203),

It is truc that it is said that lcadorship in the "now domoeratic
state" will be in tho hands, not of tho national capitalist class but of
the working class:

B ———— - ——— - a—

"The pooplo's democratic dlctatorshlp necds the leadorship
of tho working class. . .

The national bourgooisic cannot be the loador of the rovolution,
nor should it have tho chief role in state power",
(Mao Teo-tung: "On the Pooplo's Democratic Dictatorship", in~
"Selectod ‘Works", Volume 4; Pokings 19613 p. 421),

But ono must ask if this is moroc demagogic propaganda dosigned to
deceive the workers or whothor it was intondod that the working class
should play in reality the loading role in the "new democratic" statao,
This will be discussed in the noxt soction. .

It was onvisagod that the "new democratic" state would romain
basically unchanged for "soveral docades®: .

"Our general programmo of Neow Domocracy will remain
unchanged throughout theo stago of tho bourgoo;s-dcmocratic
revolution, that is, for soveral decades".

(Mao.Tso~tung: "On Coalition Govornmont", ins "Soloctod WOrks"
Volumc 3; Pokings 1965; p. 285).

It remains to noteo that by 1957 the "now domocratic" stato == .
in which tho national capitalist class at lcast played a prominent.
role -- was beoing described as "tho equlvalont of the dlctatorshlp
of tho worklng class"~

"Tho poople's democratic distatorship in China is in
ecssance the dictatorship of the proletariat'.
(Shen Chih-yuan: "Long~Torm Coexistonco and Mutual Suporvision
of Partics", in: "Pooplo's China", March 16th, 1957; p. 6).

"The dictatorship of tho proletariat in our country rosts on
firm foundations and our socialist stato power is unshakable".
(Chou En-lais Report on the Work of tho Govermment, in: 'Main
Documonts of the Third National Congross of the Pooplo's Republic
of China"; Pokings; 1965; p. 26).

Mao And The Hegomony of tho Working Class

In opposition to tho Marxist-Loninist strategy and tactics of tho
national-democratic rovolution,; which call for the working class to
strivo to gain tho -loading rolo in that roveolution, in his carlior
writings Mao Tse-tung blatantly favourcd the leading role boing takon
by tho morchants:

"The national rovolution . . is tho task of the pooplo as
a whole . « « But bocausc of historical nocessity and current
tondoncies, tho work for which tho morchants should be rosponsiblo



Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021 Bill Bland Internet Archi
www.ml-today.com www.marxists.org
Uploaded 2021

12.

in the national rovolution is both more urgent and more important
“than tho work that tho rest of tho pecoplc should take upon them-
selvesSe o o

The broader the organisation of morchants; tho groator will
bo' their influcnco, tho greater will be thoir ability to load the
poople of the wholo country, and thc moro rapid tho succcss of
the rovolution."
(Mao’ Tso-tung: Tho Pcking 'Coup d'Etat! and tho Merchants",
in: "Hsiang-tao chou-pao" (Guico Wookly), No. 31-23 July 11th,
19233 p. 233-4).

This’ article doos not appcar in "Soloctod Works".

. ‘In 1926 Mao allottod the working class only a "major" role in tho
national-domocratic rovolutions: o

"Though' not vory numorous, tho industrial proleotariat has
bocome, a major forco in the national rovolutionary movement'.
" (Mao Tsc-tung: "Analysis of tho Various Classcs in Chinoso
Socioty™; in: "Chung-kuo nung-min" 'Tho Chincso Poasant),
-Vblumo 1, No: 2; Fobruary 1st, 1926). ¢

In the rovised version publishod in "Solocted Works" tho words
"a major force" have boon amcnded to "the leading force"; tho sentenco
has boen amplified and a second reforence to the working class as ~°
"the leading force" in the revolution has beon inserted in a later
paragraph: ' © o '

_"Though not very numerous, the industrial prolctariat
represonts China's now productive forces, is the most progressive
class in modern China and has bocomo the loading forco in tho ®
rovolutionary movomont. o .
““The leading forco in our rovolution is the industrial
prolcotariat".. Co ’ %
(Mao Tso-tung: "Analysis of tho Classcs in Chincsc Socicty", ins '
nSoloctod Works", Volumo 13 Pekings 19645 p. 18, 19).

Lator, thercfore, Mac put forward in words the Marxist-Loninist
principle that the national-domocratic rovolution, and the state '
ostablished aftor the victory of that rovolution, should bo under the
loadorship of tho working class: '

"Who' are the poople? At tho prosent stage in China, thoy ®
arc tho working class, the poasantry, tho urban potty bourgooisiec
and tho national bourgeoisie. These classes, lod by the working
class and the Communist Party, unitoc to form their own state. . e
The peoplo's democratic dictatorship neads the leadorship
of tho working class . . « Tho national bourgooisie cannot be tho
jeader of the rovolution and should not have the chief role in state &
power". .
(Mao Tse-tungs "On Poople's Domocratic Dictatorship", in:
"Sglocted Works", Volumo 4; Pekingj 1965; p. 417, 421).

But the pracgigg_of”tho faction hcaded by Meo Tse-tung
correspondod with Mao's words at the timoe in _reject_i_n_g the leading @
role of the working class in tho national-democratic revolution.



Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021 Bill Bland Internet Archive
www.ml-today.com - ; . 2 www.marxists.org

Uploaded 2021
: 13.

In opposition to tho Marxist-Leninist stratogy and tactics of .
national-domocratic revolution in a colonial- -type country, which®
roquirc tho working class to win the loadership of the revolution
from the national capitalist class by class strugglo against the
latter class, the faction headed by Mao Tse-tung maintained that the
class strugglo must be subordinatod to "the national struggle"

i.0., to tho malntonanco of the national united front:

- "To subordinato the class struggle to the prescnt natlonal
struggle against Japan -- such is tho fundamental principle
of the united front."
(Mao Tse-tung:. -"The Question of Indopendeonce and Initiativo
within tho United Front", in: "Soloctod Works", Volume 2:
Peking; 1965;. p. 215). : rgheis v

"The interosts of the class struggle must be ‘subordinated:
to, and must not conflict with, the interosts of tho War of
Rosistanco. « « We do not deny the class struggle, wo adjust:it.
« o Unity against Japan requires an appropriato policy of
adjustment in class rolations, a policy which does not leavo
tho labouring people without political and material safeguards
but also gives consideration to tho intorests of tho rich,
thercby meoting tho demands of solidatory against tho encmy".
(Mao Tse-tung: = "Tho Role of the Chinoso .Communist Party in the’
Natlonal)war" ins "Solected Works", Volume 2; Pckings; 19653
p. 200-=1). . . RN G SN G

The faction hoaded by Mao Tse=tung sought, in fact, to damp
down the class struggleo of the working class against the ﬁ_?lonal
capltallst class: :

"As for mass work in the cities during that period, tho _
® principal policies should havo boen those advocatod by Comrade
Liu Shao-chi, tho exponent of the correct line for work in the
White aroas, namely, to act chlofly in the defons1ve (and not-
on the offensivo).. . .
Comrade Liu ShaoOchi's ideas on tact;cs For work in the .
White arcas arc likowise a model. . . Comrade Liu Chao-chi -
® advoczted systomatic organisation of our rotroat and defenca".
“*(Resolution on Cortain Quostions in tho History of Our Party,
- in: Mao Tso-tung: "Solected Works", Volume 33 Poklngt' 19653
p. 198, 202).

In its fully davolopod form, far from upholding the hogomony
& of the working class in the national-democratic revolution in a
colonial-type country, tho "Thought of Mao Tso-tung" cnvisages -
tho urban working class playlng a morc or lass passive rolo in this
revolution. It puts forward for all colonial-typo countries tho
arspocEivo of tho national~domocratic revolution taking the form
of "tho oncirclomont of tho towns from tho countrysido™:

 J ; &
"Comrade Mao Tse-tung s thoory of . . the encirclemont of
the cities from the countryside is of outstanding and universal
practical importanco for the presont rovolutionary strugglos of
all the opprosscd nations and pooplos, and particularly for tho
° revolutionary strugglos of tho opprossod nations and peoplos in

Asia; Africa and Latin Amorica against 1mpar1allsm and its
lackoys",

(Lin Piao: "Long Livo tho Victory of Poople's warl"- Pekings
1965; p. 47-8). ‘
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And the army which is to bring about this oncirclemont and ..
"liberation™ of the towns, i.c., of the urban working class,
is to bo composed, in its ovorwholming maJorlty, of poasants
and "lumpcn” clomonts.

"'Lumpan' olomonts form the majority of tho Rod Army
soldiors". :
(Mao Tso~tung: Chung-kuo kung-chan-tang hung-chun ti-ssu-chun
ti-chiu-tzu tai-piao ta-hui chush-i~-an i-chiu-orh-chiu nien,
shih-orh yueh, Min-hsi, Ku-tion hui (Resolutions for tho Ninth @
Confeoronco of Doclegates from the Chinese Communist Fourth
Rod Army, Docomber 1929, Western Fukien, Ku-tien Conforcnco)g
Hong Kongs 19493 p. 10-11). '

"The soldiers of peasant or working class origin in tho
Fourth Army in the border aroa constituto an extrome minority". ®
(Mao Tse-tung: Report to Central Committoo, Communist Party
of China, November 25th, 1928, in: "Hsuan Chi (hsu-pien)"
(Solected Works (Supploment))s nep.: 19473 p. 62=7.

Peasants, in fact, éomprisod the groat majority ovon of the
Communist Party membors.in tho Chinese Red Army: . ; ®

"There are various non-prolctarian idoas in the Communist
Party organisation in the Faurth Red Army. . . Tho source
of .such incorrect ideas in this Party organisation lies, of courso,
in tho fact that its basic units arc composed largely of poasants
and other elomonts of petty-bourgcois origin'. ®
(Mao Tso-tung: "On Corrocting Mistakon Idecas in the Party", -
in: -"Solocted Works", Volume 13 Pekings 1965; ‘p. 105) A mix s

This anti-Marxist-Loninist concoption of tho "oncircloment and
liboration of the town by the countryside" was later oxtondod from
individual colonial-typo countrics to tho world as a whole. - b ®

Narx1st-Lon1n13ts sec tho strugglo of the working class in the
dovoloped capitalist countrics as tho primary aspect of tho strugglc
for the world revolutionary. overthrow of lmperlallsm- they sae the

overthrow of impoerialism; and they recognise, of .course, the vital
importance of the organisod combination of these primary and sccondary
struggles:

"Tho colonial countrics constituto the principal rear of e
imperialism.- -The rovolutionisation of this rocar is bound to - - |, ®
undormino’ imporialism not only in the sense that imperialism :
will-bo deprived of 'its roar, but also in the sonse that thao -
revolutlonlsatlon of the East is bound to give a poworful
impulso to tho intensification of the revolutionary crisis in
the West. Attacked on two sides =-- in the roar as well as in
the front -- imperialism will be forcod to admit that it is o
doomed"-, ;"

(3. V. Stalin: "The Rovolutionary Movement in the East", in:
"Works", Volumc 735 Moscow; 19543 p. 235-6)

"If Europe and America may be called the front or tho
arena of the major battles botwecen socialism and imperialism, ®
the uneoqual nations and the colonies, with thoir raw materials,-
fucl, food and vast store of man-powor, must be regarded as the
rear, the resorvec of impeorialism. To win a war it is nocessary
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not only to triumph at tho front, but also to rovolutionise
tho enomy's roar, his resorves. Henco, tho victory of the

[] world proletarian rovolution may be regarded as assurcd only
if tho proletariat is able to combine its own rovolutionary
struggle with the liboration movement of the labouring massocs
of tho unoqual nations and the colonics against the rule of tho
imporialists and for the dictatorship of the proletariat'.
(3. V. Stalin: "Concorning tho Presentation of the National
Quostion™, in: "Works', Volumo 5; Moscow; 1953: p. 57).

" Tho rovisionist "Thought of Mao Tso-tung", on the other hand,
virtually ncgatos tho rolo of tho strugglo of tho working class
of tho devolopod countrics in the world revolutionary overthrow
of imporialism, and prosents tho picture of this latter belng
[l achieved as a result of "the encirclement of the urban areas of
the world (the developed copitalist countrics) by the rural arcas

of the world (the national liberation struggles. in the colonlal-type
countries):

"Taking the entire globe, if North America and Western
@ Europe can be called *the cities of the world', then Asia,
Africa and Latin America constitute 'the rural areas of the
world's. Since World War II, the proletarian revolutionary
movement has for various reasons beon tomporarily held back in
the North American and West Europoan capitalist countries,
while the poople's revolutionary movement in Asia, Africa and -
® Latin Amorica has beon growing vigorously. In a sense, the . -
- contomporary world situation also presents a picture of the
encirclement of cities by the rural areas. In the final
analysis, the whole causc of world rovolution hinges on the
revolutionary struggles of the Asian, African and Latin
American peoples who make up tho ovorwholmxng maJorlty of the
® world's population". "
(Lin Plaov” ibides ' p. 48-9)

Mao and the Leadership of the Communist Party

Nfter Mao Tse-tung had bogun to talk of the nacossity of '"the-
hegemany of the working class" in the "national~domocratic revolution"
and in tho "now democratic state" to be sot up after the victory of
that revolution, the torm was usod to mean "thoe loading role of the
Communist Party", definod as "the party of the working class™:

. "How does tho proletariat give political leadorship through
its party to all the revolutlonary classos in the country?"
(Mao Tse-tung: "Tho Tasks of the Chinosc Communist Party in the:l:
Period-of Resistance to Japon”," in: "Sclocted Works", Volumo 13
Peking; 19645 p. 274). : i

"To sum up our oxporionco and concentrate it into one point,
® it is: the poople's domocratic dictatorship under the loadership
of the working class (through tho Communist Party)."
(Mao Tse-tung: "On the Pooplo's Domocratic Dictatorship", ing
"Seloctoed Works", Volumo 4; Pokings; 196135 p. 422).

But even Mao's conception of "the leading rolec of the Communist
Party" is a lato formulation. In 1938 Mao was still telling the
Contral Committoo of tho Communist Party that tho Kuomintang should
play the leading role in tho "national- domocraflc rovolution"s’

———— — - " —
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"The Kuomintang and the Communist Party aro the foundations
of tho Anti-Japanose Unitod Front, but of these two it is tho
Koumintang that occupics first place. Without the Koumintang- P
it would be inconcoivable to undertaks and pursuc the War of'
Resistancoe. « «

Today it is onco moro loading tho great anti-Japancso war.
o« « It has had two great loadors in succossion =-- Mr. Sun Yat-son
and Mr. Chiang Kai-shck".
(Mao Tso-tung: Report to 6th. Plenum, Central Committoo, Communist
Party of China, in: "Lun hsin chich-tuan" (On the New Stago";
Yonang 1939).. " ' ,

But by 1935 tho Communist Party of China was no longer "tho
party of tho working class', ocither in composition: ; ®

"At the timo of thoe Sixth Congress, the proletariat still
constitutod ton per cont of tho Party membership. Now their
proportions have beon roduced to throo per cont®.

(Chou En-lai: "Mu-chion chung-kuo tang ti tsu-chih won-ti"
(Organisational Problems of the Chinose Party at tho Present ®
Time)s. Shanghai; 1929; p.2). 5 :

or in pol;gx_-- with its adoption of tho rovisionist "Thought of Mao
Tse=tung' it became, objoctively, a political instrument of the national
capitalist class.

Daspite tho lator formulations of'Mao, therofore, the.leadership
of the national~domocratic revolution and of tho new-democratic state
by the Communist Party signified -~ espocially whon' taken into
consideration with the policies of subordinating class struggle to.
tho needs of national unity,.of damping down the class struggle of -
tho working class, of oncircling the towms from the countryside’ by - &
an army compased overwhelmingly of poasants.(i.e., of rural potty -
bourgcois) -- not the hogomony of the working class but the hegemony
of the national capitalist class. T

Tho .Communist Party; under its rovisionist leadership,
certainly played the leading role in the "national-domocratic A . &
revolution", but the formula which spoke of the leading role of p ey
the Communist Party in the “new-democratic" state was nogated at
loast in part by the fact that government in this state was to be
a "joint dictatorship" of sovoral parties, and that thcso othor
partios would oxert "supervision" over the Communist Party (whilo
tho Communist Party would "supcrvise" them) on a basis of ogqualitys . Y

M"Yo stand for joint dictatorship of all political parties
and groups'.,

(Mao Tso-tung: "Unity to the Very End", in: "Seloctod Works",

Volume 23 Poking; 19653 p. 438). £

"It is thg .dosire of the Communist Party, also its
policy, to oxist sido by sido with the democratic partios for
a long timeo to come. .

Mutual suporvision among the various parties has also
boen a long-cstablishod fact. '« . Mutual.supervisiony which is
obviously not a one-sided affair, moans that the Communist - @
Party should oxercise suporvision over the domocratic partios,
and that the domocratic partics should exorcise suporvision

over tho Communist Party'".
(Mao Tso-tung: "On the Correct Handling of Contradictions
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among the People";  Peking; 1964; p.44).

® "Leadership by the Communist Party does not detract from the
status of equality, nor from the function of supervision exercised
by the other democratic parties".
(Shen Chih-yuan: '"Long Term Co-Existence and Mutual Supervision
of Parties", in: "People's China", March 16th, 1957; p. 7-8).

® It is of interest that, of the 662 delegates to the Chinese
People's Consultative Conference in September 1949, which established -
the "new-democratic™ state of the People's Republic of China, 16 were
delegates from the Communist Party. '
(Liao Kai-lung: T"From Yenan to Peking"; Peking; 1954; p. 112).

® Mao and the "Enlightened Gentry"

As has been said, the Chinese Revolution was aimed, in the first
place; at the foreign imperialists, the Chlnase landlord class and the
comprador capitalist class:

& "The chief targets or enemies at this stage of the Chinese
revolution . « are . . the bourgeoisie of the imperialist
countries and the landlord class of our country. . .

The comprador big bourgeoisie is a class which diroctly
serves the capitalists of the imporialist countries and is
nurtured by them; countless ties link it closely with the foudal

® forces in the countryside. Therofore, it is a target of the
Chinese rovolution." ' '
(Mao Tse-tung: "The Chinese Revolution and the Chinese
Communist Party™, ins "Seclected Works", Volume 23 Peking;
19653 p.315, 320)

® Following the seizure of the leadership of the Communist Party

of China in 1935, howevor, the faction headed by Mao Tse-tung declared
that "the national-democratic revolution" in China should now be
directed solely against "the main target™, namely, Japaneso
imporialism and those sections of the landlord and comprador
capitalist classes dependent upon Japanesc imperialisms

"Without a proper estimato of the strong and weak
points of tho Japancse and Chinese counter-revolutionary
forces and of the Chinese revolutionary forces, we shall be
unable to undorstand the necossity of organising a broad
rovolutionary national unitod front . . to strikeo at our main
target, namely, Japancse impoerialism and its running dogs,
the Chinose traitors, . . but instead we shall aim at a
varioty of targets so that our bullets will hit not tho
principal enemy. but our lesscr cnemios or even our allies".
(Mmao Tse-tung: "On Tactics against Japanese Imporialism",
in: "Selected Works", Volume 1; Pokingy 19643 p. 164).

Thorefore, the Communist Party must not merely take advantagc
of the contradictions botwcen Japaneso imporialism and its
Chinese depandents on tho one hand, and othor imperialist powers
and their Chinesc dopendonts on the othor hand, but must strive
to build a "national united front" which includes thoso saéctions
of tho Chinose landlord and comprador capitalist classes which
arc dependent upon imperialist powers which arc in contradiction
with Japanese imporialism:

"The pro-Japanose big landlords and big bourgeoisie who
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are against resistance must be distinguished from the pro-British
and pro-American big landlords and big bourgeoisie who are for
resistance', B 3 ;

(Mao Tse-tung: "On Policy", in: "Seglacted Works", Volume 2;
Peking; . 19655 .p. 443).. ;

"whon the struggle is directed against Japanesc imperialism,
then. the running dogs of the United States or Britain, obeying ...
the ivarying tones of their masters' commands, may engage in Y
veiled or even open strifo with the Japanese imperialists and
their running dogs. . « We must turn to good account all such
fights, -vifts and contradictions in the enemy camp and turn them
against our present main onemy." s
(Mao Tse-tung: "On Tactics against Japanese Imperialism', in: i
"Solocted Works", Volume 13 Pekings . 19645 “'p.- 158; 159);"'-Ar;-5*:—5

"The education which our Party conducts among its own
members and the peoplo in general likcwiso . . teaches the
proletariat and the peasantry and other scctions of the petty
bourgeoisie -how to unito, in different ways, with .the different
strata of tho bourgeoisie and landlord class for resistanco to “tqﬂqr"
Japan". , '
(Mao Tso-tungs . "Conclusions on the Repulse of the Sccond
Anti-CommuniistOnslaught", ins "Solectod Works", Volume 2
Peking; 19653 p. 467). :

"Formorly, tho Party's tactical line was to opposc tho
landlords-and the counter-revolutionary boupgeoiaie;ﬂ now_it.is4.
to unito with all thoso landlords and members.of tho pourgeaigié‘
who are not against resisting Japan. T g g 5 etan
(Mao Tso-tung:: Postcript to "Rural Survoys', in: iSplacted )
Works", Volume 33 Peking; 1965; pe 14). S e |

N
s

"Only by establishing tho broadost anti-Japancsc

national unitod front . . can we dofcat Japancse imperialism

and its running dog, Chiang Kai-shok". . &

(cc of CPC: Rosolution on the Prosent Political Situation

and the Tasks of the Party, citod in: Mao Tso-tung: "Sglected

Works", Volume 1; Pokings 196435 p. 277). '

Those sections of the comprador capitalist class which, baing o
dopendent upon US and European imperialism, wore propared to
participate in the reorientatod "national-democratic reovolution",
i.o. the war against Japancse imporialism, worc now roclassified
by the faction hoaded by Mao Tse-tung as belonging to the
"national -capitalist class". Those sections of tho landlord class
in this position wore now reoclassifiod as fgg}ightenad geqﬁfy“.

Tho Marxist-Loninist stratogy and tactics of national-
domocratic revolution in a colonial-type country .require the . ., -.
mobilisation of the peasantry in a class struggle -- an agrarian, .
Tovolutionary struggle -- against the iandlord class. : In opposition.
to this Marxist-Leninist strategy and tactics, tho faction hoaded
by Mao Tse-tung, in ordor to win a soction of tho landlord class --
the anti-Japanecsc "enlightoned gontry" -- to tho national united
front, sought to damp down the class struggle of tho peasantry
against the landlord class and to protect tho land of the landlords
from conflscation by tho land-hungry poasants, assuring tho
Tandiords that, "if no spocial obstaclo arises"; this policy .
would be continued aftor tho victory of. tho' "national-domocratic ,
rovolution™ led by Tho Faction hoadod by Mao Ise-tung: . ° o

L8 N e "



Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021 Bill Bland Internet Archive
www.ml-today.com www.marxists.org

Uploaded 2021
19.

"It must be oxplained to Party mombors and to the poasants
that this is not tho time for a thorough agrarian rcvolution
and that tho series of moasurcs takon during the Agrarian
Revolution cannot bo applicd today . . . Our presont policy
should stipulate that the landlords shall reduce rent and
interest, for this sorves to arouse thc onthusiasm of the
basic poasant masses for resistance to Japen, but the
roductions should not bo too great. In general, land ront.

@ should be roducod by 25 por cent, and if the massos demand a
groater roduction, tho tenant-farmer may kcep up to 60 or
70 por cent of his crop, but not more. . . Our policy should
stipulato that tho poasants shall pay ront and interest and
that tho landlords .shall retain their owncership of land and
other property. Intorest should not be so low as to maka.it

® impossible for the peasants to obtain loans". S L
(Mao Tse-tung: "On Policy', in: "Solocted Works', Volume. . :
23  Pckingy 19653 p. 446). =

"The Communist Party has made a major concession in the
anti-Japanese war poriod by changing the policy of 'land to
® the tiller' to one of reducing ront and interest. . . If no
_special obstacle arises, we arc preparcd to continue this
“policy after tho war'. o
(Mao Tse-tung: "On Coalition Govornment", ing "Seloctod Works",
Voluma‘S- Poklng, '1965- p. 298).

® ' "The conf‘lscatmn of the land of the landlords will be -
" " discontinued".
(Mac Tse-tung: ™The Tasks of the Chincgse Communist Party"
in tho Period of Resistance to Japan", in: "Sclected Works",
Volumo 13 Pekings 19643 p. 269).

® Further, Mao Tso-tung assured the anti-Japanese landlords --
the "onlightened gentry" -~ that thoy would bo granted a prominent
place in the "new democratic" statoc to bo sot up aftor tho Viceory .
of a "national-domocratic revolution" led by the faction headed by
Mao Tso-tungs ..

"Then therc aro the enlightoned gentry who are the left-
- wing of the landlord class, . . whoso political attitudo is
‘roughly the samo as that of the middle (i.o., national
-- Ed.) bourgeoisic . . . Our policy.must be to win thom over.

. It is possiblec for . . the onlightened gontry to join

us in the common fight against Japan. and also in tho sotting

up of antl-Jﬂpanoso domocratic political pouwer". &
(Mao Tse-tung: "Curront Problems of Tactics in tho Anti-Japaneso
United Front", in: "Solected Works", Volumo 2; Poking; 1965;
p. 423, 424), ' '

"On the question of tho onlightened gontry. . . Those
who aro fairly good politically and are compotent should remain
in tho higher government bodies and be given appropriato work".
(Mao Tse-tung: "On Some Important Problems of the Party's
Presont Policy", in: "Selected Works", Volume 4; Poking; 19613
. kd ¥
p. 184)‘

"Wo should not abandon tho onlightened gontry who cooperated
with us in tho past and continue to cooperate with us at presont. . .
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"Therofore, attontion must also bo paid to the question
of uniting with them".
(Mao Tse-tung: "On tho Quostion of the National Bourgeoisic
and the Enlightened Gontry", in: "Selected Works", Volume 4;
Poking; 19613 p. 207, 210). :

"At the presont tho 'Loft' doviations consist chiefly -
in + « not wanting the enlightoned gentry". : T
(Mao Tse-tung: "A Circular on the Situation", in: "Solacted
Works", Volumo 43 Poking; 1961° pe 219).

"In poople's roprescntatlvc confaroncos at various lovels,
we must, whorever possxblo, include roprosontatlvos of . &
onlightened gontry". . 2
(Mao Tse-tung: Specch at a Conforenco of Cadros in the Shans;-
Suiyan Liberated Arca, in: ."Selected Works", Volumec 4j ' .Poking;
19615 P« 231)5 . iR b ' v TO. -

The Rolo of tho Kuomlntang

As the Communist Party of China, led by tho factlon ‘headod -by
Mao Tse-tung, came to represent tho interosts of the natiodnal capitalists
and of thosc sections of the landlord and comprador capitalist classos
dependont upon US and European imperialism and as a result in contra-
diction with Japaneso imporialism, so thec Kuomintang, hcaded by Chiang
Kai-shok, came to represent the intercsts of thosc scctions of the land-
Tord and comprador capitalist classos dependent upon Japanesc imporialism.

This is cloar from tho official maoist history of thc years 1937 to
1945; S o

"One force, that of the big landlords and bourgeoisie, was
hoadod by the Four Big Families. It . . took a lino of passive
resistance, reprassing the peoplo and prepared for compromiso
with Japane. . »

. Bocause of the anti-popular linc oF the Chiang Kai-shek bloc,
which suppressod tho people's anti-Japanese movement everywhero
and carried on only partial resistance by the armed forces,; the-
Kuomintang troops sufferod onc reverse after another. . .

" In Docember (1937 - Ed.) Chiang Kai-shek's Kuomintang began to
waver; and through the intermodiary of tho German ambassador, .
enternd into nogotiations with Japane. . «

. The Kuomintang forcos simply molted away bofore the advance
of the enemy. . .«

The Kuomintang forces rotreatod to tho mountainous rogions
of the south-west, making Chungking their centre. . .

Thoso foroign aggressors (i.c., the-Japanesec imperialists - Ed. )
suspendod their attacks on the Kuomintang troops in order to
divert more than half of their main forces to north and central
China to doal with tho Eighty Routc Army and the New Fourth Army
(i.0., the former Red Army -- Ed.). The fighting between the.:
Japanese and the Kuomintang camo almost to a standstill,
consisting mainly of lntermlttent skirmishess « »

The Wang Ching-wei group surrendorod to Japanese
1mperialism in Decembor, 1938, and thoro was imminent danger
that the.Chiang Kai-shek clique would soon follow suit. The
members of tho Central Exccutive Committeo of tho Kuomintang
and its high-ranking military officors one aftcr anothor
surrendered to the cnemy. Thoy did so under the protext that
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they wers concernad to 'save: the natlon by a devious path', and
that they were unltlng with the enemy for the purpose of oppoa1ng
the Communists. . . Sl

At this time the greatest obstacle to the capltulatzonzsﬁ
activities of the' Kuomintang was the Communist Party and the..
antl-Japanese forces led by it. The Kuomintang reactionaries
adopted a passive attitude towards the War of Resistance, and
acted like spectators placidly watching its outcoms. They
were actually preparing for surrender and concentrating their
main strength against the Communists and the people to that end. «

During the winter of 1939 and the spring of 1940, the
armed forces of the Kuomlntang attacked the Shensi-Kansu-'

Ningsia Bordor Reglon and the antl-Japanese democratic basas
in. Shansi. «

Chiang Kal-shek, seaklng to cooperate with the Japanase
invaders for the dostruction first of the New Fourth Army and
then of the Eighth Route Army, unleashed his second anti-
Communist onslaught in October 1940. The following ‘January,’
eighty thousand Kuomintang troops made a surprisc. attack on )
the headquartors of the New Fourth Army in southern Anhwei. , .

.. Immediately after this slaughter, the Japanese invaders 5
and tho troops of their puppet, Wang Ching-woi in Nanking, .
coordinated with Chiang Kai-shek in launching attacks on
dotachments of the New Fourth Army. . . Chiang Kai-sheck moved.
large bodies of troops in preparation for another large-scale
attack on the Communist-led forces. « .-

. The .anti-Japanese democratic baso areas were in dire
straits in 1941 and 1942, because of, the continuecd ruthless
attacks of tho Japaneso invadprs,. thelr ‘puppat troops and ol
Chiang Kai-shek's.roactiopary.forces. . . The Kuomintang = - -
reactionaries oven sent large numbers of their troops ever ..
to the enemy, to be used as puppet forces, diroctly
cooperating. wlth the Japanese in attacks on the antl-Japanese
forces. .. »

The Kuomlntang launched its. thlrd antl-Communlst onslaught
during June and July of 1943. ., . The Kuomintang. troops shelled
its (1.9.9 the Shensi-Kansu-Ningsia Border Region's =-- Ed. )
defence pasxtlons and: prepared a nine~pronged attack on Yenan,
the capital city of the border.region and the seat of the ...~
Contral Committoo of tho Chzneso Communlst Party." « « .’

(Chien Po~tan,. Shao ‘Hsun=- cheng & Hu Hua: "Concise Hlotory
of China"; :Pgking: 1964,, Pe.. 208, 209, 210, 212, 214, 215,
217-18, 219,. 221) R I |

A similar plcturo is dramn in a book officially sponeorad
by tho faction hoaded by Nao Tse-tung-- Isracl Epstein's "From .
Opium War to learatxon": _ C i e R

"For four and a half yoars aftor tho Japanese attack on "
China in 1937, Chiang did not doclare war on Japan: « « . . .

From oarly 1939 onwards, Chiang did practicelly no
fighting against the Japanosc. Hc proforrcd to let them :
concentrato thoir. forces against the people's armies lod '
by the Communist Party. . .

Following the fall of Franco, ho (5 25 e., Chiang == Ed.) -
resumed direct sccret touch on tho hlghost lovel with Japan.

1 o

1t
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At the hoight of tho war, Tokyo's Foreign Minister Matsuoka
spoke to his Nazi counterpart, Von Ribbontropp, of 'Chiang
Kai-shek, with whom ho 'was  in porsonal contact, who know
him and trustod him'.

After Germany attackod tho Soviet Union in June-1941,
the Kuomintang planned a large-scale rosumption of civil war. *i3<
. « Afterwards, some of the leading olemente of the Kuomintang
intended to adhore to the Axis. . .

In 1942-43 Japan gainod a sories of big victories over
tho Anglo-American forces in the Pacific. Chiang Kai-shok's
governmont at once resumod undercover contact with Tokyo, using
open traitors as well as the Nazi Walter Stennes. At one point
it actually allowed an important Japanese secret service official,’
Kuroda, to roside under its protection in China's wartimo capital,
Chungking. : ®

In this phasc Chiang Kai-shek ordered 57 of his gencrals to
go over to the Japanosc with 500,000 troops so that, paid and
cquipped by Japan, thay could'fight against the Communist-~lod
armies in North and Coentral China. In the noxt phase, 1944-45,
« « Chiang put up no defence. Instead he used all the arms ho
had obtained from the United States, and his crack units trained &
by American officers, to blockade and in somo -cases attack areas
held by the people's forces. To the Japanose fronts he sent not
fighting troops but nogotiators.

Every one of these facts has since been thoroughly documantud,
oxposod and proved. Many, indeed, were made known at the time,
not only by indignant Chinese patriots but also by some American - ®
officers and diplomats, among them General Stilwell,’ supreme :
commandor of the US forces until removed in 1944."
(1. Epstein: "From Opium War to Liberation"; Pokihg;“~1964; -
p. 157, 158-59). b B a7

The United States imperialists had been informed by thoir @
intelligence service that the Kuomintang, headed by Chiang Kal-shek,
were objectively assisting Japanese imperialism: ’

"After the United States entored the war and Amarlcan
military' aid was extended to China, Chungking's unwillingness °
to commit its best armies to fight the Japancse became even - 'V @
more apparent. . . American officials in China repeatédly - -+
complainod in their roports about the Chineso Governmentts:' © ¢
lack of intorest in supporting tho American war effort in"
China, and emphasised that Chinesc troops 'that could bo °
used for the protection of our air bases are stationed
elscwhore to blockado Chinesc Communist arcas?!'. [ )
(Mmilitary Intelllganco Division, US War Department: '"The :
Chinese Communist Movement', in: US Senate Committee on the
Judiciary: "Institute of Paciflc Relations, Hoarings before
the Sub-Committee to Investigate the Administration of the
Internal Security Act and Other Security Laws'", Part 7a,
Appendix 23 Washingtony 1952; p. 2355). S LT S ®

O e Rt ’ ‘

With the defeat and occupation of Japan by the forces of US SR
imperialism, thoso soctions 'of the Chinese landlord and comprador :
capitalist classes which had been deopendent upon Japanese
imperialism transferred their-depondence to US imperialism.

Thus, the Kuomintang, hoadod by Chiang Kai-shek, became a : ®
political Instrument of US imperialism within China.
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But the Communist Party of China also represented tho interests,
not only of tho national capitalist class, but also of thoso sections
of the landlord and comprador capitalist classes which had baen
dopondent upon US imporialism from the outsot.

Tho interests of. the.US imporialists wereo, thercofore, in 1945
represontod, in diluted. form, by the rovisionist Communist Party of
China as well as by the (now)- puppoet Kuomintang. Washington thcroFore
strove to bring about the formation of a coalition govornment :
ombracing both the Kuomintang and tho Communist Party, with their
direct puppot playing the dominant rolos

"The Communists (in China -- Ed.) are not in fact
Communists, thoy are striving for democratic principlos".
(W.A. Harriman (U.S. Ambassador to China) cited in:
"United Statos Rolations with China" (Whito Paper)'

Dept. of State Publications 3573, Far Eastern Sceries 30;
Washingtons 19493 p. 86).

"Tho Prosident and tho Secrotary of Stato arc both
anxious that theo unification of China by pcaccful, democratic
mothods shall be iachiovod as soon as possiblc. +

We boliove . . that the govornmont of Goneralissimo
Chiang Kai-shok affords the most satisfactory base for
doveloping democracy. But wec also bolicve that it must be
broadonced to -includo tho represontatives of those large
and well-organiscd groups who arc now wlthout any v0109_
in the govornment of China".

(James F. Byrnos (US Socretary of State)s Momorandum of
December 10th, 1945, cited in: ibid.s p. 606-7).

"Tho Unitod.Statcs is cognlzant that. the prosent =
National Government of China is a 'onc-party government! and
belicvos that pesaco, unity and democratic reform in China
will beo furthered if tho basis of this Government is TR
broadened to include other political elements in the country" -
(Harry S. Truman (US President): Statemont on Unlted_States
Policy' toward China, Docombor 15th, 1945, cited in: .ibid.;
p. 607-8). i

"My concept was that the Communlsts mould come 1nto tho
Government on a minority basis"

(John Carter Vincent, Director of the Far Eastern Office of
tho US State Department, cited in: Institute of Pacific
Relations: '"Report of the Committee on the Judiciary',
Report No. 2050, Part 63 Washingtony 19525 p. 203).

The national capitalist class and thosc sections of the
landlord and comprador capitalist classecs which had supported US
imperialism from the outset -- i.,o., tho class forcos ropresented
by thoe revisionist Communist Party -~ rofuscd to accopt a mlnorlty
position in the Govornment of tho "now-domocratlc" state. The US
imperialists, thorofore, backod the armed force of their direct ¢
puppet, the Kuomintang, in a 01v1l war against the armed force of "
the Communist Party. T el

The civil war ended with the victory of the armed forco
controllod by the Communist Party, and the driving of tho armed °
Porce of the Kuomintang from tho mainland to the island.of .
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Taiwan (Formosa) wherc thoy cstablished a "Republic of China"
aopenaept upon US imperialism. . ;

The Character of tHaVPGQE}G'S Republic _ ; ;.

Tho victory of the "national-democratic revolution" (as
distorted by the faction headod by Mao Tse~tung into tho anti=-
Japanese. national war) resulted in the. establishment on tho
mainland of China in- Septembor 1949 of the Pcoplc's Ropublic
of Chinas.: . o 50 T .

B

This stato was not one of the dictatorship of the working
class and the peasantry (as called for by Marxist-Leninist
stratogy and tactics in the case of a national-domocratic
revolution in a colonial-type country carried out under the -
hegemony of the working class). Nor was it a dictatorship

of the national capitalist class.

THE "NEW-DEMOCRATIC" STATE OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA WAS A JOINT DICTATORSHIP OF THE NATIONAL CAPITALIST
CLASS AND THOSE SECTIONS OF THE LANDLORD AND COMPRADOR: CAPITALIST
CLASSES WHICH HAD BEEN FROM THE OUTSET DEPENDENT UPON US . ”
IMPERIALISM. ; , L

Bocause the landlords and comprador capitalists roproscnted
in this class allianco formed only a part of these classos & 4
(tho rest having their intorosts ropresonted by .the Kuomintang
which ruled Taiwan), beocause the national capitalists were ablo
undor the "now democratic' state to advancc their economic
position relatively rapidly, because the national capitalist
class took steps to win the support of the working class and
poasantry to complete tho national-domocratic revolution, a
process which was objectively assisted by the hostility of the,
US imporialists (hostility which reachod its peak in tho Korean
War of 1950-53 when US and Chineso "volunteer" forces were engaged
in armed conflict), on whom the section of the landlord and
comprador capitalist classes reprosonted in the PRC were depondent, -
IﬂEvEEEPING ROLE IN THE CLASS ALLIANCE WHICH RULED THE PEOPLE'S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA WAS SPEEDILY TAKEN BY THE NATIONAL CAPITALIST ®

e —

CLASS. 5t r. ¢

As a rosult of -this, in the early ycars of tho PRC the national
capitalist class was -able to advanco the national-democratic
revolution, was able to.make considerable inroads into tho
._ig;{lth'aﬁa' powor of the landlord and comprador 'cébit'_ali'si"blassos. 3 ®

. Aemam e - —————— e =

Tho Transformation of the Landlords
Onc of the :first acts of the "now-domocratic" state, undor the
leadership :of tho national capitalist class, was to complote
the land roform bogun in the liberated areas before the , ®
ostablishmont of the Pcoplo's Republic. Under this roform tho
1and of the landlord .class was confiscatod and distributod among
tho poor and landlgss poasantry.

This land roform, @ major economic moasure of tho national=-
domocratic revolution, was fully in lg‘.gg__gi_th the cconomic st 458 B0 ®
noods of the national capitalist class, as Mao himscif says:

-
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"The national bourgcoisic . . approve of 'land to the
® tiller! because theoy need markcts'". -
(Mao Tse-tung: "On Coalition Government', in: "“Selocted Works",
Volumo 3; Peking; = 1965; p. 298).

However, while the landlords woro liquidatod as landlords, they
wero not liquidatod as cxploitors, being encouraged to_transform
[} themsolves into "national capitalists" engaged in industry and commerce:

, "Industr:.al and commercial ontorprlses run. by landlords
and the land and other proporties used directly by landlords _
for the oporation of industrial and commercial enterprises shall
not be confiscated". o ow B8
@ (Agranan Roform Law of Juno 28th, 1950, cited 1n° . "People's
China™: (Supplomont), July 16th, 1950; p.3.) ,

"Furtharmore, those landlords who had supported the antl-Japaneso -
war bocause of their dependencc from the outset on US imporialism --
the "enlightoned gontry" -~ wore given spccial "consideration polltlcally
[ ) and oconomically", being drawn into rcsponsible positions in tho

"now-domocratic” stato apparatus and in social organisations:

"Tho onlightoned gentry arc certain individuals of the
landlord class,.who havo opposcd Chiang Kai-shok'!s reactionary.
regime and who have rendored positive help to the causc of the

® pocoplo's domocracy. «  Although their landholdings and othor
properties should be dealt with in accordanco with.the Agrarian
Reform Law and other laws and decroes concerned, tho enlightened
gentry should bc given considoration both politically and. ,
economlcally, and should be drawn in to participate in the work

‘ of agrarian roform, pcople's government or people's organisations".

® ("Some New Decisions adoptod by the Government Ndministration i
Council, cited in: "People's China" (Supplement), Octobor 16th,
19503 p. 15). :

The land owned by rich poasants (i.e. rural cap:.tal:.sts) was
exemptod from the land roforms .

® L
" "Land owncd by rich peasants and cultivated by them or by
hired labour, and their othor properties, shzll be protected
from infringement".
(Agrarian Reform Law of June 28th, 1950, cited in: "People's
® China", (Supplement), July 16th, 1950; p. 3). '

Cooperation ;

Even before the land reform had boon completed (at .the beginning
of 1953) an official campaign was launched designed to bring about
agricultural cooperation. Indeed, economic nocessity forced this

® measure sincoe the average landholding aftor rodistribution was only
one-third of an acro per poasant houschold -- and in donsely populatod
oastorn China less than ono-sixth of an acre.

The agricultural coopeoration drive passed through throe stages~

P L T —

The first stage was the organisation of mutual-aid tdams, under
which the poasants retainod individual ownorship of their plots of
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land, thoir draught animals their tools and their produce, but
pooled theoir labour and tools in the busy secason.

The ‘sacond stago was inaugurated at the end of 1953 with tho
drivo to form "somi-socialist cooperative farms", in which the
peasants rotained individual ownership of their plots of land,
draught animals and tools but pooled their land for collectivo
usa. The collective income was then divided among tho cooperative
peasants partly in accordance with the amount of land which sach S K
owned, partly in accordance with the quantity of work performod. ®
By the summer of 1956 100 million poasant houscholds (comprising
90% of the rural population) had beon organisod into such cooporatlve

farms.

The third stage was inaugurated in January 1956 with the drive ' ®
to transform the "scmi-socialist cooperative farms'" into collective
farms. In tho collectivo farm the land, draught animals, etc.
was purchased from tho individual peasant houscholds by the cooporative
farmy, tho poasant household retaining only a small piesce of land for
their personal use as' a vogctablo .garden, while tho collective incoma

of the farm was divided among its members only according to the wortk - - PY
thoy porformed. This third stage was virtually completed by the end
of 1957,

Ex~landlords (who had been permitted to retain sufficient -of
their land for the subsistonce of their f‘amlly) and rich peasents

—

were encouraged to Jom the colloctlvo farms, and mos_t d1d 30° ®

"Tha Central Committec of  tho Communist Party suggcsted
in tho draft National ‘Programmo for Agricultural Dovelopmont ‘.
(1956-67) that, according to the ‘merits of vach casgo, “rich
peasants and former landlords might be admittod to the agricultural
producors'! cooporatives to be rocducatod. During the great @
upsurge of agricultural cooporation most of them were brought
into tho cooporativaos".
(Chi An: "“Agricultural Coopcration: A Rocord of Achievement',
in: "People's China", October 1st, 1956; p. 13).

The faction headed by Mao Tse-tung presentod the collective ®
farms formed within the "now-domocr:.tlc' stato of China as "soc:.al:.st
onterprises": ' S TR

"The cooperative sector of the economy is . . socialist” .

when colloctivoly owned by tho masscs of working poople"

(Constitution of the People's Ropublic of China", Article 7, ®

in: Liu Shao-chi: Report on the Draft Constitution of the People's

Republic of China; Poking; 1962; p. 67).

But Lenin pointed out that whother a ceoporative enterprisg is ~
socialist™in charactor dopends on whether the stato is socialist,
reprosonts the dictatorship of the worklng class: )

"Under the capitalist stato tho coopoeratives are collective
capitalist institutions. . .
" But sec how things have changod since political powér
is in tho hands of tho working class. . .
Now . . the mere growth of cooperation . . is idontiéal with ®
tho growth of Socialism". ks
(V. I. Loning "On Cooperation", in: "Solocted Works", Volume 9'

London 1946; p. 406, 408).
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Since the "new-democratic" state of the People's Republic of China
was not the dictatorship of the working class, the collective farms in
China were not socialist enterprises. _; .

The Tranéfoination of the Comprador Capitalists o

With the establishment of the "new-democratic'" state of the People's
Republic of China, the enterprises belonging to that section of the
comprador capitalist class which had been until 1945 dependent upon
Japanese imperialism and had had thoir interssts reprosented by tho
Kuomintang (that is, the so-called “bureaucrat-capitalists", wero -
nationalisecd: .

¥

"The Central People's Government led the people of the whole
country in carrying out a series of reforms. . .

The confiscation of enterprisgs formerly belonging to the
bureaucrat-capitalists who worked hand in glove with the Kuomintang
and their conversion into socialist state enterprises." ==
(Li§o Kai-lungs "From Yenan to Peking"s; Pekings ' 19543 p.. 156,
157). ; P

"In addition to the publicly-owned enterprises set up in the
old revolutionary basos before liberation, the stato-owned
enterprises now existing in China come from two other main .
sourcess first, thero aroc the entorprises owned by the Kuomintang
bureaucratic capitalists and taken over by the state after tho
victory of the revolution; secondly, there are the onterprises
built up by state investment sinco the birth of the People s
Republic of China.

By 'bureaucratic capital! is meant the monopoly cap1tal :
in the hands of China's uppor ruling bureaucratic clique during
the days of Kuomintang rule'.

(vang Hua: "The Stato-owned Economy of New China", in: "People's
China", No. 2, 19543 p. 3-4). : . ; ; .

Theso nationalised onterprises were described by the Faction
headed by Mao Tse-tung as "socialist" ontorprises:

"The stato soctor of tho economy is the socialist sector".
(Constitution of the People's Ropublic of China, Articlo. 6s. .
in: Liu Shao-chi: Roport on the Draft Constitution of the Poople s
Republic of Chinq; Peking; 19623 p. 66).

But, as in tho case bf cooperativo enterprises, a state enterprise
is only a socialist enterprise when tho state which owns it is a
socialist state, when it reprosents the dictatorship of the working class.
Sinco the "now-democratic" stato of the Pooplo's Republic of China was .
not the dictatorship of the working class, the state anterprises in China
Wore not socialist entorprisos.

Nevortholoss, nationalisation of the cnterprises belonging to that
section of. tho comprador capitalist class which had bson until 1945
dependent upon Japanose imporialism gave tho "now-domocratic" stato -
ownership of the majority of tho key oconomic ontorprises in tho
country:

"Those state-owncd ontorprises, owing to their contralisation
and the large proportion of China's modern industry which they
accountod for, became the strongost and most. influontial force
in shaping the country's economy."

(Liao Kai-lung: "From Yecnan to Peking"s Peking; 19543 p. 157).
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The enterprises owned by the imperialists other than the Japanese
imperialists, and by comprador capitalists dependent upon 1mper1allsm @
other than Japanese imperialism were not -nationalisod: -

"Enterprises financed by foreign capital were allowoed to
operato prov1ded they abided by the laws and decrecs of the
..Central People's Government'.

(Liao Kai-lungs ibid.; pe 156). . — @

Even during the Korcan War of 1950-53, when US and Chinese
armed forcos were in actual conflict, US-ownod enterprises were only
placed under state control and not nationalised:

.. "When the Unitod States used the Korean War as a pretcxt &
to freeze our oversoas assets and impose an cconomic blockade .
and embargo.-upon us, our government retaliated with the
.announcement, -on Decembor 28, 1950, that control would be
excrted over. propsrty belonging to the United States imperialists'.
(Liao Kai-lungs ibid.; p. 157).

Tho comprador capitalists who had becen dopondent from the outsot
vpon US imperialism and who had supported the anti-Japanese war, were,
in fact, trecated by the "new-democratlc" stato as "national capitalists".

Mac and tho Soc1allst Rovolutlon

In his work "On the Correct Handling of Contradictions among
the People" -- a spesch of February 1957 widely ropublished during
the "cultural rovolution', Mao bogins by sayings .

~ "Weo are confronted by two .typos of social contradictions --
contradictions betwoon ourselves and the enomy and contradictions ®
.+ among the people. Those two types of contradiction are
totally difforent in nature".
(Mao Tse-tung: "On the Corroct Handling of Contradlctlons among
the People"s Peking; 19643 p. 1-2).

In this respect, ho says, what constitutes "the people" variecs . @
in difforent countries,; and in tho same country in different poriods:

"The term 'the peoplo' has diFFofanf moanings in different
countries, and in diffeorent historical periods in cach country
(Nao Tse-tung: ibid.; p. 2).

He ‘proceeds to analyso what constitutes '"the poople" at tho
existing -period in China, which he describes as "the stago of
building socialism' : '

"At this stage of building socialism, all classes, strata
and social groups which approvo, support and work for tho
..cause of socialist construction bolong to the catogory of the
people".
(Mao. Tse-tung: ibides p. 2).
Thon, in opposition to tho Marxist-Loninist thesis that- the

capitalist class or bourgooisio rcprosonts a social forco fundamentally
and violently opposcd to tho building of socialism, he puts forward
tho revisionist thesis that "in tho conditions existing in China"
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the capitalist class forms a part of "tho poople" during the poriod of
Tho construction of socialism, that is, it forms onc of thc "classos,
strata and social groups which approvo, support and work for thc causo
of socialist construction”s .

"In the conditions oxisting in China today what we call
contradictions among the poople include the following: .« .
contradictions betwoen tho working class and other sections
of the working people on the' one hand and the national
bourgeoisie on the other. « » -

In our country, the contradictions betwocen the working "
class and tho national bourgeoisie is a contradiction among.
the people".

(Mao Tsec-tung: ibide; p. 3).

Mao develops this rovisionist thosis by declaring that "in
the poriod of tho socialist revolution", the capitalist class
has two sides to its character: the negative sido is its social
role as a class which exploits the working class, whilses its
positive side is "its willingness to accept" socialisms

"In our country the contradiction between the working ' o SR
class and the national bourgecisie is a contradiction among 2k
the people. . . This is because of the dual character of the
national bourgeoisie in our country. . « In the period of the
socialist revolution, exploitation of the working class to .
make profits is one side, while support of the Constitution
and willingness to accept soc1allst transformation is the -
other".

(Mao Tse-tung: ibid.s po. 3-4).

In so far as its negative aspect is concerned =~ that is, its
role as a class which exploits tho working class -- the contradiction’
between the capitalist class and the working class is, Mao says,
an antagonistic contradiction: : ;

"The contradiction between exploiter and exploited, which
exists botwcen. the national bourgeoisic and the worklng class,
is an-antagonistic one". .
(Mao Tse=tungs: ibid.3 p. 4).

Neverthecless, Mao proceeds, ¥in the concretec conditions
oxisting in China", whore tho capitalist class is a class which
"approves, ‘supports and works- ‘for" socialism, this antagonistic
contradiction can, by proper: handling, be transformed into a
non-antagonistic onc: _ ) T

"In the concreto conditions existing in China, such an
antagonistic contradiction, if proporly handled, can be
transformed into a non-antagonistlc one". ZRR1E
(Mao Tse-tung: ibid.s 'p. 4).- C v S

This means,; Maoc says, that; with proper Handling, the transition
to socialism in China can be brought about peaccfully, without the
violent opposition of the capitalist class: ‘

I
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"The contradiction between exploiter and oxploited, which
oxists botween the national bourgooisie and the working class; . . ()
if properly handled, can be . . recsolvod in a poaceful way".
(Mao Tse-tung: ibid.;  p. B)s. : : '

"By the "correct handling" of tho contradiction between the
capitalist class and the working class, the "correct handling" which
can bring about a "poaceful transition" to socialism, -Mao explains ®
that ho moans T v “a .

Yo o B bdlicy of uniting, criticising and educating the
national bourgooisic". , ’ e P
(Mmao Tse-tungs ibid.s p. 4).

a policy of the i
", . ideological romoulding"
(Mao Tse-tung; ~ibid.3 p. 28)

of the capitalist class. ' : sy ®

Becauso, he says, the capitalist class and the working class

in China both support tho construction of socialism, thoy have a

mutual "desire for unity", so that tho contradiction botween thom" -

can be resolved peacefully by tho 'democratic method™ of criticism

and arguments , ) : . ®

"In 1942 we worked out the formula tunity-criticism-unity' -

to doscribo this domocratic method of resolving contradictions

among the people. .: to start from a dosire for unity, and

thrash out questions of right and wrong through criticism or” -

arqument, and so achieve a now unity on a new basis. < » = )
Aftor tho liboration of tho country, we used this same

metho,d.--_'unity-criticism-unity' -- in our relations with

other democratic parties (i.e., the opcn parties ropresenting

the interosts of tho exploiting classes -- Ed.) and industrial

and commercial circles." R N

(Mao Tse-tungs ibide; pe 9, 10)s - * : (]

An important aspect of tho "idsological remoulding'’of- the
capitalist class, Mao says, is to oncourage thom to undergo 'voluntary
study"; by this moeans most capitalists learn from personal experience
That it is "good for them" to continue ideologically romoulding
thomselves: ' : : : § e W7

"Mombers of the bourgcoisic have alroady become managerial .-
porsonnol in joint state-private onterprises and are being / * ¥
transformed from oxploiters into working people. .« . L
Even when they stop rocoiving thoir fixed interest
payments and rid themselvos of the label 'bourgeoisie'y they ]
will still neod idoological remoulding for quite some time. & .
During the past fow years, most of thom have beoen willing -
to study and have made marked progross. Our industrialists o
and businessmen can be thoroughly romoulded only in the course
of works thoy should work togother with the staff and workors
in the. enterpriscs,. and make tho entorprises the chiof ‘centros ; )
of remoulding themsclvos. It is also important for them to .
change cortain of their old views through study. Study for
thom should be optional. After thoy have attended study groups
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for some weeks, many industrialists and businessmen. . know from
® personal experience that it is good for them to kesp on studying

and remoulding themselves™ . ‘ :

(l"lao Tse-tung: ibid.s pe 28, 29).

Mao's cancept of the "peaceful transxtlon" to soc1allsm is, of
course, the anti-Marxist-Leninist concept of .the modern rovisionists.
® And his concept of the capitalist class 'peacefully growing'" into
socialism is that put forward in the late 1920s by tho Societ
revisionist Nikolai Bukharin, on whose views Stalin commenteds

"The dictatorship of the proletariat is nceded for the
purposo of waging a relentless struggle against the: capitalist
& eloments, for the purpose of suppressing the bourgeoisie and
of tearing out capitalism by the roots. - But if the cap:.tal:.sts
of town and country . . are growing into Socialism, is the -.: .:
dictatorship of the proletariat neecded at all?
If ‘it is, for the suppression of which class is it ‘needed? . ..
Eithor Marx's theory of the class struggleo, or the theory
® of the capitalists growing into Socialism". g
(3. V. Stalin: "The Right Deviation in the CPSU (B )"," ins
"Leninism"; London; 1942; p. 254-5). P

Mao's “Socx.allsm"

‘..v,-' ' ——— e e s

® Dne of the essential f‘saturos of soc:Lal:Lsm is that J.t abollshas
the exploitation of man by man. The capitalist class, which lives by
exploiting the working class, naturally offors violent resistanco
to the abolition of oxploitation, to the establishmont of socialismg

‘"The capitalist cloments do not want to dopart from the
® " scone voluntarilys they aro ros:.stlng and will continue to
reosist Socialism. <%

There have been no cases in history where. dylng classes
havo voluntarily doparted from the scenc. There have been no .’
cases in history wheoro the dying bourgcoisio has not oxerted
all its remaining strength to preserve its oxistence".

® (3. V. Stalin:s "The Right Doviation in ‘tho CPSU (B.)", ins -
"Loninism"; Londony 1942; p. 259).

1f, thoreforo, tho Chinese capitalist class, far from
"resisting socialism"; ‘approved,:'supportod and worked for the
cause of socialism", this ‘is bocause thc "socialism" proposed by-:
® the faction hoatod by Mao Tse-tung was not socialism, in which
the exploitation of tho work:.ng class by the. capitalist class is
abolished, but somc form of capltallsm in which tho: oxploitation
of tho working class by tho capitalist cliass is permittod to continue.
“In fact, tho programme of "Socialist construction" proposed by
Mao was tho gradual, poaccful transformation of the entorpriscs owncd
® by the national capitalists into state capitalist onterpriscs: =

"The socialist transformation of cepitalist industry
and commerco by thco statoc will be gradually realised over a
relatively long poriod of time, through varlous forms of‘
state capitalism. . .
® The aim can be achioved by poaccf‘ul strugglo"
(Liu Shao-chi: - Roport on tho Draft Constitution of ‘the Poople's
Ropublic of Ehina;s Pokingsy 19623 p. 26, 27). ~
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Tho sharo of tho national capitalists in China's economy»in':
1949-50 was considerablos : i

"Tho number of industrial ontoerprisos run by national
capital in 1949 was 123,165, cmploying over 1,640,000 workers
and other employocoes and producing a total valuo of ovor 6,800
million yuan in that yoar. In 1950 the numbor of commercial
ostablishments, including tho vast numbor of private
individual small morchants, was about 4,020,000 . . and the
salcs totallod over 18,200 million yuan. .« .

In 1949 capitalist industry accounted for 63.3% of the
gross output valuc of tho country's industry. In 1950
tho total volumo of privato trade occupied 76.1% and 85%
of the country's wholosale and retail trade respoctively. . .

China's national capitalists numbered over a million".
(Kuan Ta-tung: "The Socialist Transformation of Capitalist
Industry. and Commerco in China®; Pokings . 19665 p. 24, 28-29).

The principal form of stato capitalism adoptod in "transforming"
the enterprisos of the national capitalists was the formation of
joint state-private cnterprisos, in which tho stato invested in-the-
ontorprise and assignod officials to sharc the managemont with the
capitalists concornod:

"The advanced form.of state capitalism in China is. . |
called a- joint state-privato cnterprise. This is the pripcipal
way through which the transition of capitalist industry and’
commorce into socialist enterprise is being offoctod.

A joint stato-private onterprise is one in which tho state
invosts and to which it assigns porsonncl to share in managoment
with tho capitalists. « « .

At the end of 1956, 99% of the total number of capitalist
industrial onterprises as of the beginning of the year camo under
joint oporation. . . In commerco 400,000 private establishments
were converted in the same period.”

(Kuan Ta-tung: ibid.; p. 75, 84).

Undor this form of state capitalism, the national capitalists
roceived SLE.S}'.QD}ial .salar.i_o_s for thoir managorial functions: ®
"Capitalists who stay on tho job will naturally receive .
salarios and positions commensurate with their ability"; . .. + .=u
(Chon Shu-tungs '"uWhy We Capitalists Welcome Socialism", in: .
"paopla's China", Morch 1st, 19565 p. 13)s ’ .

They salso foéoivo¢ S%Jinterost‘on_thdir capital ‘investment
in the joint stato-privatc ontorprises: y

"A’Fixod rate of interest was paid by the statc for
tho total invostmont of the capitalists in the joint stato~-
private ontorprises. Irrospoctive of locality and trade, @
the intorost was fixed at a rate of 5% por annume. «

Undor tho fixed intcrest systom, the annual outlay from the
state troasury was over 120 million yuan. There wore
1,140,000 rocipionts in all".

(Kuan Ta-tung: ibides pe 86-87) .

As Mac himéolf admittod, thorofore, tho national capitalists

- ——

continucd to oxploit tho working class undor stato capitalisms
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"In joint‘state-ﬁrlvate industrial and commercial entarprlses,
® capitalists still receive a fixed rate of interest, that is to aay,
oxploitation still exists".
(Mao Tse-tung: - "On the Correct Handling of Contradictions among .
the People"; Peking; 19643 p. 15). :

The Chinese ‘national capitalists thus not only offered no resistance
® to this "socialist transformation' of :their enterprises, in which, tha
stato 1nvosted in thoso cntorprlses, thay wolcomed its

"why wore there increasing ‘numbors of capltallsts who -
potitionod of thoir own freoc will to havo ‘their entorprisos
changod ovor to joint stato-privatc opcration? The answor

[ lay in the fact that tho superiority of many joint state-private

: ontorprisos becamo moro and morc obvious in thoir tromendous

developmont. For example, the Shanghai Stecl Works was changed
over in 1950, Taking the value of its output in that ycar as
100, it was . . 871 in 1954 . ... Tho statistics of 64 factories
in various parts of China which had gono ovor to joint oporation

® earlier than others revoaled that thoir profits were incroasing.
Taking their profits in 1950 as 100, it was . . 306 in 1953.
Still another oxamplec was tho privately-ownod Mingsheng Stoamship
Company, the largest of its kind in China. . « In the fow ycars
boforc 1952, . . tho“dofieit incurrod rcached five million yuan
per yecar. o o Profit was 1,600,000 yuan in tho first four months ;.

® of joint opcration . . and more than 10,000,000 yuan in 1954, % .-
The capitalists paradod, with the ‘boating of cymbals and drums,
‘whilo sending .in th01r pctltlons for tho changﬂ-over of th01r
ontorprises'.,
(Kuan Ta-tungs . ibid.; p. 78-79, 84)

® "Betwcen 1953 and 1955 China's capl‘callsts drow dividonds
and bonusos on this systom at an avorago of 3 to 4% por annume. « .

. Betwoen 1953 and 1955 thec silk industry in Shanghai paid

out 103,000 yuan in dividonds and bonusos. ' In 1956, whon payment
of fixed intorost to capitalists bogen, thoy rcceivod 900,000 yuan,
ovor cight timcs as much as tho capltallsts rceeivod in tho .threo
provious yoars. . . .

Not a fow capitalists havo a rathor high standard of livinge.
They liveo in big man81dhs and are proud, of theoir gardons. Thay
have their own cars, -sorvants and chofs". D . - g
(Chao Ching-lun: ~“From Capitalism to Socialism®, in .
"Poople's China'y Fobruary 1sty, 19575 p. 6-7, 8). 2

In 1959 the Chinoso govornmont plodgod that oxploitation of theo
working ‘class through the paymont of high salarios and.intcrost to tho
capitalist diroctors would continuo at loast until 1966°

———— - ————

"In oarly 1959 the Pcoplo's Govornmont reaffirmod cortain of
its policios towards tho capitalists. No changed would bo made in
_the policy of paying thom intcrost at a rate of 5% per annum for
soven yoars; in thc high salaries roceived by cortain capitalistsg
in the positions assignod to tho capitalists by tho state'.
(Kuan Ta=-tung: ibid.; p. 107).
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Nevertholoss, this system of stato capitalism, in which the ®
capitalists continued to oxploit tho working class, was by 1957
being doscribed by the faction hcadoed by Mao Tse-tung as "socialism":

"Sgcizlist rolations of productioh have been establishod". |
(Mao Tso-tungs ibid.s . p. 16).

MTho socialist rovolution in tho ownorship of the moans
of production was fundamontally completod in 1956".
(Chou En-lai: - Roport on tho Work of tho Government, in:
"Main Documonts of the First Sossion of tho Third National
Pcople's Congross of tho Pooplo's Ropublic of China®;
Pokings 19655 p. 26). e ®

"Tho Stateo of tho Wholc Pooplo"

"If thc capitalists of town and countfy 4 ... .aro groiuihé into
Socialism, is tho dictatorship of thec proletariat nceded at all?"
(3. V. Stalin: ibid.s p. 254), . ) PY

asked Stalin.

Mao st.—tung replics in tl;pd_-nq_g:?éivc.'

Tho "now-domocratic stato", in which (according to tho official @
lino) tho capitalist class ''sharo powor" with tho working class, can,
according to the "Thought of Mao Tso-tung, build socialism. There is,
says Mao, no nood for tho dictatorship of the working class, for a
state in which the working class suppresscs tho capitalist class, since
the capitalist class forms a part of "the poople", it supports
socialist constructions Tt ®

. ‘"Ours is a pooplo's domocratic dictatorship. . «

The aim of this dictatorship is to protect all our pcoplo
so that thoy can work in peacc and build China into a socialist
country. « . - Dictatorship doos not apply in tho ranks of tho
pooplec. The pooplo cannot possibly exorcisc dictatorship over ®
themselvos; nor should one scction of thom oppross anothor
scction®. ¥
(Mao Tse-tung: ibid.s pe« 4, 5).

Thus, Mao holds that socialism can bo built in C'ﬁina'undoi' "a
sstato of the wholo poople", a formulation later concrotised by tho | &
Sovict rcovisionists.

Tho Attitudo tp__S__oviot Rovisior_n_i.s‘m_

Tho rovisionist loédsz_s_. of fpgugggypgpis_i_:‘ Party of China naturally
wolcomed tho ospousing of opon Tovisionism by thoir countorparts in Y
the Soviot Union.

In his oponing addross to tho 8th Congross of tho Communist Party
of China in Soptcmber 1956, Mao Tso-tung roforred in glowing torms to
tho infamous 20th Congress of tho Communist Party of thc Soviot Union,
which had boon held in Fobruary of that yoar: . [
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"At its 20th Congress held not long ago, the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union formulated many correct policiocs. and - ;
criticised shortcomings which worefound in tho Party.

It can bo confldontly assortod thet vory groat dovolopmonts w111
follow this in its work". )

(Mao Tsc-tung: Oponing Addross, in: "Eighth National Congross
of the Communist Party of China"”, Volumo 1; Pckings 1956) .

And on tho basis of d150uss;ons at onlargod moctings of tho
Political Burcau of tho Contral Committoo of tho Communist Party of .
China, two widoly pub11c1sod articlos woro publishod in "Ronmin
Ribao" (Pooplo's Daily) which put forward tho modorn rovisionist
viowpoint on tho 20th Congross, on tho donun01atlon of Stalin and
on tho "rchabilitation" of tho Yugoslav rovisionists:

"The 20th Congross of the Soviot Union . . took a sorics
of momontous docisions . . on tho criticism of shortcomings
within tho Party. . .

The Congross vory sharply oxposod tho provalonco of ‘the
cult of tho individual which, for a long time in Soviot lifo,
had given rise to many crrors in work and had lod. to ill
conscqucences. « « Tho Communist Party. of the Sovict Union .
mado appalling mistakes, and, what is moro, it was Stalin

 himself, that widely ronownoed and honoured loader, who made
thom! o o

Stalin erronoously oxaggoratod his own rolo, and
countorposed his individual authority to tho collectivo -
loadership, and as a rosult cortain of his actions wero .
opposed to fundamental Marxist-Loninist concopts. . .

When any loador of the Party or .tho state placos himself
ovor and above tho Party and tho masses instoad of in their
midst, whon he alionatos himself from the massos, ho ccases
to havo an all-round, penotrating insight into. the affairs
of state. As long as this was the casc, ovon so outstanding
a personality as Stalin could not avoid making unrealistic and
orroncous .docisions on certain important mattors. Stalin
failod to draw lessons from isolated, local and tomporary
mistakos on cortain issucs and .so failod to provent them from
bocoming sorious mistakes of a nationwide or prolongod naturo.
During tho lattor part of his lifo, Stalin took morc and more
ploasuro in tho cult of tho 1nd1v1dual,.and violated tho
Party's systom of.domocratic contralism and tho principlc of

- combining collectivo loadership with individual responsibility.
As a rosult ho mado somo scrious mistakos such as tho
following: ho broadeoned tho scope of: the suppression of
countor-rovolution; ho lacked the, nocossary vigilance on the
ovo of the anti-fascist war; ho. failed to pay proper attention
to tho furthor dovolopment of agriculturo- and the matorial
wolfare of the poasantry; ho gavo cortain wrong advico on tho
intornational communist movoment, and, in particular, mado a .
wrong docision on tho quostion of Yugoslavia. On theso issuea,.
Stalin fell victim to -subjoctivism and ono~sidodness, and .
divorced himsolf from objoctivo reality and from the massos. «

The struggleo against tho cult of the individual which was

launched by tho 20th Congross is a groat and couragoous fight by
the Communists and tho pooplo of tho Soviot Union to clear away
the idoological obstaclos in the way of their advanco. . .
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_Tho Chineso Communist Party congratulates thg'Commuhist'Paityff
of tho Soviot Union on its groat achiovements in this historic 2
strugglo -against the cult of the individual. . . P ol

Stalin was « . « a Marxist-Loninist who committod gross
crrors without recalising that thoy were crrors. e '

Truc to tho bohost of Lenin, tho Communist Party of tho. . ®
Soviet Union is doaling in a serious way both with cortain =~ " '~
mistakos of .a grave nature committod by Stalin in dirccting
the work of building socialism and with e surviving effocts =
of such mistakos. Bocausc of tho soriousnecss of. tho offocts, '
tho Communist Party of- the Saviot Union, while affirming . B o
the groat contribution of Stalin, decomod it nccessary to A &
sharply cxposoc the ecssonco of his mistakos, to call upon .the ..
wholo Party to take -thom as a warning, and to work resolutely
to romovo their ill conscguencos. i

Wo Chinoso Communists are firmly convincod that as a
rosult of tho sharp criticism made at the. 20th Congross of tho . .

Communist Party of the Soviet Union, all those positive factors ®
which woro previously suppressod as a rosult of cortain mistakon

policios will inovitably spring ovorywhoro into life, and tho

Party and tho poople of the Soviot Union will becomo still moro

firmly unitod in tho struggle to build a groat communist socioty."

("On the Historical Exporionce of tho Dictatorship of the Prolotariat"s

Poking, 19565 'pe 3, 4, 9=10, 11, 13, 19y 20-=21). - | o &

"Stalin mado soma sorious mistakes in rogard to the domostic and
forcign policics of tho Sociot Union. His arbitrary method of work
impairecd to a certain oxtont the principle of .democratic contralism
both in the life of tho Party and in tho statoe systom of tho Sovigt
Union, and disruptod part of the socialist.logal system. Bocause-in @
many fioclds of work Stalin ostranged himsclf. from the masses to a
sorious oxtent, and made personal, arbitrary decisions concerning
many important policiocs, it was incvitablo that ho should have mado
gravo mistakes. Thesc mistakecs stand out most conspicuously in tho
suppression of countor-rovolution and in rolations with certain -
foroign countrics. . . He wronged many local communists and honost &
citizons, and this: causod serious losscs. . . In relations with ~
brothor countrios and partics, Stalin . . showcd a tondoncy towards
groat-nation chauvinism. . . Sometimos ho ovon intorvonod mistakonlys
with 'many gravo consequonces, in the -intornal affairs of cortain
brother countrics and partioSs:.. « ' " L

A sorios of victorios and tho oculogios he received in tho latter ®
yoars of his 1lifc turnod his hoad. Ho doviatod partly, but grqgsly,
from tho dialectical matcrialist way of thinking and foll into
subjoctivism. Ho bogan to.put blind faith in porsonal wisdom and
authority; ho would not-invcstigato and study the complicatod
conditions seriously or listen carcfully to the opinions of his

comrades‘and tho voice of thc masscs. As a rosult, somo of the ®
policios and measurcs ho adoptod were ofton at variance with .

objective roality.: -He often stubbornly porsistod in carrying out

those'mistakon moasuros over a long period and was unablo to corroct

his mistakes in timo. . i, . ~ .
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The Communist Party of tho Soviot Union has taken moasuros
to corroct Stalin's mistakes and eliminato tho consequences.
These measuros aro beginning to bear fruit. The Twontioth
Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union showed
great determination and courage in doing away with thoe blind
faith in Stalin, in exposing the gravity of Stalin's
mistakes and in oliminating their cffects. . . Stalin
committed some grave mistakos in his lator ycars. . .

His tragedy liss in the fact that, at the vory time when
he was doing things which wore mistakon ho bolicved thay

.wore necessary for the defonco of tho intorestis of the working

‘peoplo against encroachments by tho cnomy. - Stalin's mistakes
did harm to tho Soviet Union. . . The Yugoslav comrades bear
a particular rosontmont against Stalin's mistakes. -In the

.pasty they made worthy offorts to stick to socialism under
difficult conditions. Their experiments in the domocratic
managemont of economic entorpriscs and other socialist
organisations havo also attracted attention. The Chinese-
peooplo welcome the reconciliation between tho Soviet Union -
and other socialist countrlos on the one hand, and Yugoslavia
on the other. . .

Dne of tho grave conscquonccs of Stalin's misnakos was
the growth of doctrinairisme. . . '

Stalin and thc former leaders in some socialist countries
committed the scrious mlstako of VLOlatlng soc;allst domocracy
After the ellmlnatlon of classes, the class struggle

. should not continue to be stressod as being intonsified,

“as it was donc by Stalin, with the result that the healthy
dovelopment of socialist domocracy was hampored. 'The Communist
Party of the Soviet. Union is completoly right in firmly
correcting Stalin's mistakes in this rospect. . .

As wo have. alroady said, Stalin displayed certain
great-pation chauvinist tendoncies in relations with brothor :

~parties and countrics. . .

Stalin's mistakos arousod grave dlssatlsfactlon among
people in certain Eastorn Europe countrics. « . °

The Soviot Governmont's offorts to improve relations
with Yugoslavia. . manifest tho dotormination of tho Communist
Party of the Soviet Union to thoroughly oliminate past mistakes
in foroign relations.™ ;

("More on tho Historical Experlonco of the Dictatorship of

the Prolotariat"; Londony; 19575 -p. .12, 14-16, 17, 18, 20,
21, 26, 27). C ' '

As lato as 1958, whon Nao Tso-tung met with Nikita Khrushchov,
the communique rocordod thoir mutual desirc to uphold tho V“sacred
unity" of the Soviet and Chinoso Communist Parties, to safeguard
"the purity of Marxism-Leninism" and to wage “uncompromising
strugglc against rovisionism®s

"The Communist Partics of China and tho Sovict Union
will spare no offort to uphold this sacred unity, to safo-
guard the purity of Marxism-Loninism,; . . to wago
uncompromising struggle against rcvisionism, tho chiof
danger in the communist movomont.

(Communiquo on Mooting botwocn fao Tso-tung and Nikita
Khrughchov, citod in: '"Poking Roviow", August 12th, 19583
Pe 7)s
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Tha Split in tho Communist Party

As has bocn said, tho "now-domocratic" stato of tho Pocoplo's Ropublic
of China was a joint dictatorship of tho national cepitalist class and
those scctions of tho landlord and comprador capitalist classos which had
becn from the outsot dependont upon US imperialism. _ ' ®

During tho ant:.-:lapanoso war, ‘these classos had a common intorost
in defezting Japan, and this common intorest could bo expressed politically
through a single polJ.t:Lcal party, tho Communist Party. With tho defcat of
Japancsc imporialism, thoy cocascd to have this common intorost: a conflict
dovclopoa within tho ruling class alliancc of the PRC betweon tho national @
capitalist class, (which was s intorestod in comploting the national-domocratic
rovolution) and the sections of the landlord and comprador capitalist
classcs dopcndont upon. us lmporlq}_’l_sﬂm_ (wuhich wore intorestod in resisting

complotion of the national- —domocratic rovolution and in its countor-
rovolutionary rcvorsal)

This conflict within the ruling class allianco was bound cventually
to bo reflocted in a factional split within the Communist Party. Ono
faction, led by Liu Shao-cﬁl, roprosented tho intorcsts of tho national
capitalist classj tho. othor faction, lod by Mao Tse-tung, reprosontod the
intorosts of the pro-US landlord (ox-landlord, aftormﬁo land rof‘orm
compleoted in 1953) and comprador capitalist classos. &

Until 1966 this factional conflict was rotained within the confines
of inncr-party struggle; in 1966 it burst into the opon in tho civil war
known as "tho groat ~prolotarian cultural revolution®.

At tho 8th Congress of the Communlst Party of China, which opened ®
on Soptember 15th, 1956, tho dominant rolo was played by the national
copitalist faction. Liu Shao-chi gavo the main political roport, and
a significant blow to “tho faction headed by Mao Tse-tung was struck by
the omission from tho now Party Constitution of all tho rofcrences to
"Tho Thought of Mao Tso-tung® which had been insertod in tho 1945
Constitution. Tho now Constitution also provided for an honorary Chairman ®
of tho Contral Committoc -~ a position cloarly tallor—mado for Mao.

Tho "Roctification Campalgn"

— e A e .

Tho first shots in tho countor-rovolutionary campaign against theo
national capltalist tlass werc firod by Mao Tse-tung in .two unpublished . ®
speoches:  "On the Ton Great Relationships®™ (delivered on April 25th, Y i
1956 to tho Political Burocau of tho CPC) and "Let a Hundred Flowors i
Bloom, Lot a Hundred Schools Contend” (delivorod on May 2nd, 1956 to
tho Supromo Stato Conforenco).

The ideas proposod by l"lao in thosc -spooches were devoloped and ®
cmbodied in his spooch "On tho Corroct ‘Handling of Contradictions
among the Poople" (dolivercd to a 2 national propaganda conforonco

of tho CPC on March 12th, 1957).

This put forward a policy of libcralism towards countor-
rovolutionary idess: Classos should be froc to put forward the ®

e e . e —— —

idoology which sorves | their class:

A e . -— e ——
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. "Tho bourgooisic and potty bourgeoisic .are bound to give

' oxpression to their idoologics. It is incvitable that thoy
g should stubbornly porsist in oxpressing themsolvos in overy
way possible on political and idoological quostions. You
can't oxpoct them not to do so. We should not usc methods
of supprossion to provent thom from oxprecssing themsolves,
but should allow thom to do so and at the same time argue
with thom and diroct well-considored criticism at them".
(Mao Tse-tung: "On tho Corrcct Handling of Contradictions
among the People"' Pokings; 19643 p. 40).

This liboralism was to bo partlcularly appllod in cultural
fioldsy whore rcactionary idcas may often scrve to build up
opposition groups which arc csscntizlly political opp081t10n
groups: . .

"The policy of letting a hundred flowecrs blossom and a
hundred schools of thought contend is dosigned to promote
the flourishing of the arts and the progross of scicnco. o .
® Difforont forms and styles in art can dovelop freoly and
different schools in scionce can contond freely. We think
that: it is harmful to tho growth of art and science if
administrativo measures are used to impose one particular
stylo of art or school of thought and to ban anothor. - Questions
of right and wrong in the arts and scionces should bo scttlod
® through free discussion in artistics and scientific circles 5
and in the coursc of practical work in the.arts and sciencos. -
They should not be settled in summary fashion". ... :
These two slogans -- lot a hundred flowcors blossom and a
hundred schools of ‘thought contend -~ have- no .class charactor:
the proletariat can turn them to account, so can tho bourgeoxsle
® and other. people" = &
(Mao Tse-tung: 1b1d., p. 36, 41). :
The most crucial p01nt in.Mao's spoach was his roference
to tho disturbances which had been taking placc in the. previous
months. Ho proceeded to declare that thore were.very fouw.
Y countor-revolutionaries in tho country and that the causc ‘of these :
disturbancos was "burcaucracy" in tho Communist Party and "new-'A
domocratic" state, “bureaucracy“ .which must be stamped outs |

"There arec still countor-rovolutionarios,.but not many. X 1
Taking tho coduntry as a wholo, thore are cortainly.
® not many .countor-revolutionarios. It. would be wrong to say-. .
that there aro still large numbors of .counter-revolutionaries - .
at largo. Acceptance of that viow will also breod confusion. « «

.. CONCERNING DISTURBANCES CREATED BY SMALL NUMBERS OF
PEOPLE i o
The immodiato causo of those disturbances was the
failurc to satisfy cortain of their demands for matorial
benefit, of which somo. should and could be met. . .
But a more important causc was burcaucracy on the part of.
those in positions of loadership. In some cases, responsibility
@ for such burcaucratic mistakos should be placod on the highor
authorities, and those at lowor lovels should not be made to



Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021 Bill Bland Internet Archiyg

www.ml-today.com www.marxists.org
Uploaded 2021

40.

bear all the blamo. . .
In order to get rid of tho root causc of dlsturbances, we must
stamp out burcaucracy. . .
In a big country liko ours, it is nothing to got alarmod
about if small numbers of pooplo should croate disturbancos;:
rather we should turn such things to advantage to help us
get rod of burecaucracy".
(mao Tse-tung: ibid.; p. 21, 22, 45, 46, 47).

This viow, that an offensive by counter-rovolutionary forces
was to be blaamod on to tho "failures" and "bureaucracy" of the
progressivo olements "in positions of loadorship" was, of course,
that put forward in the late.1920s by the Soviet revisionist Nikolai
Bukharin == the view on which. Stalin commented: . . '

"Bukharin's second mistakc . « consists in his wrong,
non-Marxian approach to the question of the intensification
of the class struggle, of the incroasing rosistance of
the capitalist elements. . . Bukharin and his frionds . ..
approach the matter not in a Marxian, but in a philistine
way, and try to oxplain tho intensification of the class
struggle by all kinds of fortuitous causes, as, for instance,
the 'incompetence' of the Sovioet apparatus, the 'incautious'
policy of local comrades, the 'absonce' of floxibility,
'oxcasses'; otce o o

Thus it follows that .the intensification of the class
struggle is to be explained by causes rolating to the state
of the Soviet apparatus, the compotence or incompetence,
the strength or woakness of our local organisations. * It
follows, for instance, that the wroecking activities of the .
bourgeois intellectuals in Shakhty, which.arc .a form of
rosistance of the bourgeois elements to the Soviet government
and a form of intensification of the class struggle, are to be
explained, not by the relation of class forces . . but by
the incompotence of our apparatus.. . .

There have been no cases in history where dying classes
have voluntarily departed from. the scenc. There have ‘been no
cases in history where the dying bourgeoisie has not exerted
all its remaining strength to preserve its existence. -

Whother our lower Soviet apparatus is good or bad . ..the
dying classas will still carry on their resistance".

(3. V. Stalin: "The Right Deviation in the CPSU (B.)",.
in: fLeninism"; London; 1942; p. 257-58, 259).

On the basis of Mao Tso-tung's fdrmulation, a "rectification
campaign" was officially launched on April 30th, 1957, directod
ostensibly against bureaucracy in Party and state organs.

In November 1957 it was officially announced that during
the campaign 300,000 Party and stato officials had beon removed from
their posts, most of thesec being in fact adhercnts of the national
capitalist faction heated by Liu Shao-chi,

Taking advantage of the liberal policy cmbodied in the slogan . -
"Let a hundred flowers blossom!" and of the "roctification campaign",
the political ropresentatives of the ex-landlords and comprador. .
capitalists in the so-called "domocratic parties" launched during -
the summer of 1957 a strong campaign against the Communist Party,
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. demanding greator powers for these so-callod '"democratic partics" to
" counteract tho "bureaucratlc tendencies! .in the Communist Party.

The national capitalist faction within the Communist Party e
fought back vigorously against Mao's offensive. Publication of
Mao's spoech was held back, and took place only three months later
(on June 1Bth, 1957) aftor Mao had been forced to make. important .
and humiliating rovisions, such as the introduction of criteria e
limiting the liberalism of the "hundred flowers" policy.

And by the end of June the national capitalist faction had —
succooded in transforming the "roctification campaign" into a
campaign dirocted against "bourgoois rightists", defined as the
political represontatlves of the ex-landlords and comprador
capitalists:

"There arc two oxploiting classes . . in China today.

One of the exploiting classes compriscs the bourgeois
rightists who oppose socialism,.the landlord and comprador
classes whose rulc has been overthrown, and other reactionaries.
The bourgeois rightists are to all intents and purposcs agents
of the imperialists, the romnant feudal and comprador forces,. . :
and Chiang Kai-shek's Kuomintang. The.other exploiting class
comprises the national bourgeoisio and their intellectuals
who are accepting socialist transformation step by step'. .
(Liu Shao-chi: Roport on the Work of the Central Committec, _
May 1958, in: '"Second Session of the Eighth National Congross

_ of tho Communist Party of China'"; Pecking; 19585 p. a1)s o

In January 1958 the national- capitalist faction were able to
force the dismissal of three rightist Ministers -- members of the
Democratic Leagus ~-- who had been most outspoken in their attacks.
upon the Communist Party: . Chang Po-chun (Minister of Communlcatlons),
Lo Lung-chi (Minister of the Timbor Industry) and Chang Nai-chi
(Minister of Food). And in February 1958 they were able to force
tho dismissal of the rightist General Lung Yun, a member of the
Kuomintang Rovolutionary Committee, from the post of Vico-Chairman
of the National Defence Committoe, together with the expulsion of
38 rightist doputies from the National People's Congress.

3l

v
- ——

Following the lnterventlor of Mao, who demandod that rlghtlsts
who "promised to reform" should be Tohabilitated, at the June/July
1958 session of -the People's Congress the dismissed rightist .
Ministers wero permitted to make such promises. In December 1958
they were restored to leading positions in their party and.by Aprll
1959 they were taking part in meotings of the People's Political e
Consultative Conference -- tho Joint advisory body comprising Eﬁe o
Communist Party and the so-callod "democratic parties".

The "Great Loap Forward"

Having failed to achieve success in their attack on the faction. @ .
representing the interests of the national capitalists by the
"rightist" "rectification campaign" of 1957, in the following yoar
the faction ropresonting the interosts of the pro-US ex-landlords
and comprador capitalists, hoaded by Mao Tso-tung, launched an
offensive under "leftist" slogans diroctod at alienating tho
peasantry, the most numerous class in Chinoso soc;ety, From the
regime, so serlously weakoning its social base.
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In the summer of 1958, therofore, on the inspiration of Mao ‘
Tse~tung, a campaign was launched to bring about the transformation
of the collective farms into "people's communes'.

In goneral, people's communcs were formed by the merging
of some 20-~30 collective farms into a single pcople's communs,
embracing 20,000 or more members and spread ovor 40-100 villages.

In the last six months of 1958 740,000 collective farms wore
merged into 26,000 poople's communes embracing 120 million peasant
households (99% of the number of such households).

LG TR Vil

Under the communs system, the peasants (who had expefienced
only for a few brief months the individual ownership of the land
which they had been demanding for a century) wore to be deprived
of their personal plots of land, their small livestock and their
homes (which they had retained under the collective farm system),
these being transferred to the ownership of tho commune:

"aAll land reserved for private usc, private house sites, -
livestock and tree holdings owned by individuals are gradually
turned over to common ownership'.

("How to Run a People's Commune', ins "~ "Ronmln Ribao" (People's
Daily), September 4th, 1958, in: "People's Communes in China"j;
Peking; .1958; p. 83). - '

The peasénts‘themsélves we;a to be transformed from cooperatively -
working petty bourgeois into rural wage-workers: :

"Tha peopla s commune « «'introduces a wage system whereby e
a basic wage. is issuocd together ‘with a certain amount of award - S
(1 8.y bonus -~ Ed. ), as is the current practice in most
places". - - O R TS
("From Agrlcultural Producers!'. Cooperatlvos to People's S
Communes", in: "Hongqgi (Red Flag), September 16th, 1958, oo
ins ibld., pe 36) gt A C LR

and a collectlvo, milltary-style life imposed upon them:

"Not only do they (i.e., the people's communes. -- Ed. ) Lo
have to collectivise labour furthor, but also to organlse the
collective way of life. « « 3

“"Get organised along military lines, do thlngs the way B
battle duties are carried out and live collective lives'. '
("Greot the Upsurge in Forming Poople's Communes", in:.
"Hong?l" (Rod Flag),,Saptomber 1st, 1958, in: ibid.;. "Pe. 115 :
13=14

In his speech of- 1957, "On the Correct: Handllng of Contradictions
among the Peoplo" Mao Tse-tung, in a passage deloted from later
revised versions, had advocated theo ‘sotting up of small industrial.. .., -
enterprises as a means of devoloplng lndustrlal production'- RS2

"We must gradually bulld a larga number of 1arga-scale
modern entcrprises as the mainstay of our industries. . .
But the majority of our entorprises should not be built in this
way; we should set up a far greater number of small and medium

enterprises'.
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(Mao Tse-tung: "On the Correct Handling of Contradictions |,
among the People" (first published version leaked from Warsauw),
° in: '"Keesing's Contemporary Archives", Volume 113 Bristol;
Pe 15683)
In accordance with thls Facot of "Tha Thought of Mao Tse-tung"'
therefore, the- people's commungs were directed to set up small .
blast-furnaces and other small industrial entorprises and to transfer
PS some labour from agriculturc to these:

"The commune must develop industry as rapidly as possiblo.

The first things to be done in this figld aro to set up mines,
iron and steel plants and factories for manufacturing ball-
bearings, farm tools, fertilisor and bu11d1ng materials and

® for processing farm produco, repairing machinery, building-
hydro-electric powor projects, installations for utilising
methane, and other enterprlses"
(Draft Regulations of the Weihsing (Sputnik) People's Commune,
ins ibid.§ " p. 64).

® "the growth of rural industry ... domands the transf‘or ) %
of some manpower from agriculture". :
(Central Committec, Communist Party of China: Resolutlon
on the Establishment of People's Communes in the Rural Areas,Aﬁ
ins ibid.; P 2) N

® By October 1958 600 000 small blast~furnaces were off1c1ally
stated to have been set up by the people S communes.

. .- o
‘l": e i e

The faction headed by Mao Tse-tung presented the peoplo s ‘ 

communes as vehicles for the gradual transition of Chinese socxety
to "communism™:

"The prosent poople's commune offers our country a good
form of organisation to accelorate . . the transition to
communism. It . . will grow and become the primary unlt
of the future communist society".

("Groet the Upsurge in Forming People! s Communes", in: '"Hongqgi"
Y (Red Flag), Soptember 1st, 19583 in: ibid.3 p. 13). -

"The establishment of people s communes , « is the - ;
fundamental policy to guide the peasants to . . carry out the
gradual transition to communism".

(Central Committec, Communist Party of China: Reeolutlon on

® the Establishment of People's Communes in the Rural Areas, in:
ibid.; p. 2=3). -

In fact, the people's communes were advised to introduce the
distributive principle of communism -- "to each according to his—
needs" -- in certain spheres immediatcly:

"In Hunan, which more than any other province has
given shape and substance to people's communes, all commune
members get their food free, and many other free benefits.as
well. “This is!part of the new distribution system. . .

The income of commune members is thus divided into two

@ parts: one part is roceived on the 'supply system!, according

to the principle 'to each according to his noeeds';, the other
part is received according to the principle 'to each according
to his work' in the form of wages and bonuscs".
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(uTransitionwié'Céﬁﬁﬁnigﬁﬁ; in: "Peking Review", Volume 1,
No. 32, 19585 p. 5).

"The introduction of a. distribution systom of half supply
(i.e., on the basis of 'to each according to his needs' -- Ed. )
and half. payment in wages in most of .the people's communes is. . o
an inovitable result of the development of the people 8. ;~?=:‘4Q-:
communes". &Y 5
(Li Hsien-nien: "What I saw in the People's Communes“
insg ”Peking Review", No. 37, 1958; p. 13).

e

wi’

Mao Tse-tung himself made a personal tour of North China
to press the leaders of the communes. to extend the supply system
to a wider range of goods and servicess

"Chairman Mao said to the Communist Party secretéfy
of the province that if one commune can provide free meals
to all its members, there is no reason why other communes
can't do the. same. And he added: .'If we can do this with
food, by and by we can also do the same with clothes'".
("More on Chairman, Mails, V131t" ins A"Peklng Revieuw", No. 33,

19585 pe.. 4) W v e x g G5 FE T
This policy was declared to be based on a few facet of “fﬁg'
Thought of Mao Tse-tung" -=- the "unlnterrupted_transmtlon 71 TN |
communism's e , hl_m‘”_L,'; A

"The, Chinose poople. have, grasped. the guiding .ideplogy. .. - _-
of the. Communlst Party's Central Commlttee and Comrade Maa e
Tse-tung on uninterrupted revolution" - - - P S
("Greet the Upsurge in Forming People's Communes" ing “Hongq1“"'

(Red Flag), September.. 1st, 1958, in: ibid.;  p. 18)s .

“Chalrman Mao d1d not restrlct the appllcatlon of the
Marxist-Leninist theory of uninterrupted revolution to the
one point of democratlc revolution changing into socialist
revolution but . . fully extended the application of this
theory in order to guide the complete revolutionary movement
of our country, including . . the transition from socxallsm
to communism'. Rl
(Chih Liao-chou: "Disseminate the Ideology of Communlsm" o
in "Hsueh-hsi" (Learnlng), No. 19, October 10th,’ 1958). 1 ;T

But Narxxsm-Leninlsm, in fact, smpha81ses that before the
transition can occur from socialism (in which distribution is
based on the principle '"to each according to his work") to communism
(in which distribution. is based on the principle "to each according . ‘
to his needs") not only is it necessary for a socialist social system
to havo been constructed (which was not the case in China in 1958)-
but this must have developed to the stage where tuwo pre-requ131tas
have been met: e T

Flrstly, a great increase in production; and
secondly, a changed outlook on the part of the working people

towards work: . .

_UThe state will be able to wither away completely when
soc13ty can apply tha rule: !'From sach according to his abxlxty,
to sach according to his needs', i.c., when people have :
become so accustomed to observing the fundamental rules of
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social life and when their labour is so productive that they
will voluntarily work according to their ability".

(V. I. Lenin: "The State and Revolution", in: , "Selected Works",
Volume 73 London; 1946; p. 88).

At first it was officially claimed that very large increcases
in both agricultural and industrial production had been achicved
by the "Great Leap Forward", but a communique of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party, issued after its meeting at
Lushan in August 1959 admitted that the figuros issued had been
greatly exaggerated. Only 250 million tons of grain had produced
in 1958 instead of the target of 375 million tons; only 8 million
tons of steel had been produced in the same year insteoad of the
target of 11 million tons. The communique was particularly crltlcal
of the small-scale stesl furnaces set up within tho communcs,-
the product of which was described as “suitable only for rural
requxroments“, so that "backyard-produced metal' would not figure
in future in the state cconomic plans. As a result of these
doficiencies the grain target for 1959 was reduced from 525
million tons to 275 million tons, and the target for steel from
18 million tons to,12 million tons. It remains only to add that
by 1961 China was hav1ng to import large quantitios of grain from~ &
ARustralia, Canada and othor countrlos. i

That tho rosults of tho "Great Loap Forward" were not more
economically disastrous and that it-failod in its primary object
of alienating the peasantry from thc regime was duc to the fact °
that the worst excesses (the introduction of tho wage system
and of communist prxncxplos of dlstrlbutlon) were roversaed at a
mecting of the Central ‘Committee held from November 28tAR to '
Decomber 10th, 1958, at -Wuhan. The resolution adopted by tho - - . .
Coentral Committco declareds: S o

"Every Marxist must soberly realise that the transition
from socialism to communism is a fairly long and complicated
process of development and that throughout thls entire process
society is still socialist in nature. . . +

The communist system of distribution . . can be put )
into effect only when there is a great abundance of social
products. In the absence.of this condition, any regation of
tho principle 'to each according to his work! will tend to
dampen the working enthusiasm of the people and is therofore
disadvantageous to the development of production . . and hence
to speeding the realisation of communism. .+ .

Any premature attempt to negate the principle of 'to each
according to his work' and roplace it with the pr1n01ple of
'to each according to his needs', that is, any attempt to enter‘
communism by ovor-roachlng ourselves when conditions are * . .°
not mature -- is undoubtodly a Utopian concept that cannot
possibly succesd. . -

We should not groundlessly make doclarations that the
people's communes in the countryside will . . 'enter communism
immediately'; and so on. To do such things is not only an
expression of rashness, it will greatly lower the standards of
communism in the minds of the people, distort the great ideal of
communism and vulgarise it, strengthen the petty-bourgeocis trend
towards equalitarianism and adversely affect tho development
of socialist construction. . .

We must not . . drop inte the Utopian droam of sklpplng
the socialist stage and jumping over to the communist stage".
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(Resolution on Some Questions concerning fhé beo;ie's .
.Communes, 6th Plenum CC, CPC, in: "Poking Revieu", No. 43, . )
1958; p. 12, 13). :

Furthermore, at the meeting of the Contral Committee the
national capitalist faction, headed by Liu Shao-chi, was successful
in removing Mao Tse-tung, the principal author of the thoory of
"uninterrupted transition to communism', from the position of ®
President, i.c., Head of State, of the People¥s Republic of -China.

In April 1959 the National People'éltongress elected Liu Shao=-chi,
the leader of the national capitalist faction within the Communléi
Party, to succesd Mao as Presxdent of the PRC. :

"The Groat Debate"-

By the beginning.of,1960,:therafore, the-national capitalist .
faction headed by Liu Shao-chi.occupied the- dominant position . . . ...
in the Communist Party.of China and wore engaged in a degree . . . .:.
of struggle with the pro-US landlord/comprador- caplnallst fact;on_-{ W ®
headod by: Mao Tse-tung. LD L Foyk ‘;.,f, IR i AL

By this time, however, it had become clear that the Soviet
revisionist  leadership, headed by. Nikita Khrushchov, had embarked .
on a foreign policy of collaboratlon with US lmperlallsm.-.

This was the fundamental cause of the rift which now . _
developed between the dominant Chinese revisionist faction, . ...
headed by Liu Shao-chi, and the Soviot revisionists. This was
later admitted by the.leaders of the CPC: :

"In complete disregard of the common conclusion of the o
1957 Declaration that US imperialism is the enemy of all tho
people ‘of the world, the . leadership of the CPSU passionately
sought collaboration with US 1mpor1allsm. « o Particularly .
around the time of the Camp David Talks in September 1959,
Khrushohov lauded Eisenhower to theo skies!.
("The Origin and Dovelopment of the Differences between the ®
Leadershlp of the CPSU and 0urselves“= Pokingy 1963; p. 24).
Accordingly, on- Aprxl 22nd, 1960 the Chinese revisionist
leadership opened a propaganda offensive.against the Soviet
revisionists at a special meeting in Peking organised by the .
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China,_to celebrate ®
the 90th anniversary of the birth of Lenln. * The reporter,
Lu-Ting- yi, declared- % o N 8 G

"me know that US imperialism is the most vicious. and
cunning enemy of the people's revolution in various countries,
of the national liberation movemait and of world poeace. &
And .Eisenhower is now the chieftain of US 1mper1allsm. Lenin
pointed out long ago that US imperialism is the most vicious
: enemy 'of the poople of the whole world playing the role of
gendarme'.
. (Lu Ting=-yi: "Unite under Lenin's Revolutlonary Banner!" ins
"Long Live Loninism"; Peking; 1960; p. 103). s B
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‘Therefore, proceeded Lu, a positior of struggle against US
imperialism is the touchstons which determines whether a Party
leader is a genuine or a spurious revolutionary:

- "Whether or not one dares to expose the imperialists,
and especially the US imperialists, whether or not one dares
to struggle against them, is the touchstone of whether or not
he wants to carry out the people's revolution, to win the
complete emancipation of the oppressed nations and to win a .
genuine world peace".

(Lu Ting-yi: ibid.; p. 104).

But the "modern revisionists" (as yet unspecified) are -betraying " °'
revolutionary principles by preaching collaboration with US .-

imperialisms _ o ; ey i i

"The modern revisionists completely betray the
revolutionary spirit of Marxism-Leninism, the interests of the
people of the world, and submit and surrender to the bourgeoisis
and the imperialists. They maintain that the imperialists .
have changed their nature and abandoned their war policy of
their own-accord. They are doing their utmost to camouflage
the US imperialists' policies of aggression and war, to .
prettify imperialism and Eisenhower, the chieftain of the US
imperialists. As described by them, Eisenhower has become a
'peace emissary', US imperialism is no longer the enemy of.
peace, no longer the enemy of the national liberation movements
of the colonies and semi-colonies, and no longer the most
vicious enemy of the people of the entire world".

(Lu Ting-yi:* ibid.s p. 101). "

Because the revisionism of the dominant faction in the !
Communist Party of China was a "left" revisionism which represented
the interests of the Chinese national capitalists,; whose interests
required armed national-democratic revolutionary struggle against, . .
the remnants of the landlord and comprador capitalist classes,. the..
Chinese revisionists were able to criticise correctly the Soviet-
revisionists for their illusory programme of "peaceful, parliamentary
transition"s ' g : I

IS

"Lenin repeatedly pointed out that the proletarian:
® revolution must smash the bourgeois state machinery and replace
it with the dictatorship ‘of the prolstariat. . . . :

The modern revisionists . . think that imperialism will .
step down from the stage of history of its own accord,.without
a revolution. . . o 4

Under the pretext of a so-called 'historical,‘nohfdogmatic'
approach to the theoretical legacy left by Lenin, they have
attacked the revolutionary content and revolutionary spirit
of Marxism-Leninism". CiL Niepr
(Lu Ting-yi: ibid.; 90, 98). ;

teiy
Wit

Thus it came about that the Chinese revisioniats.bégq‘able,
in "the Great Dsbate" within the international communist movement
to play an important progressive role in oxposing the right
revisionism of the leaders of the CP5U and of those parties which
supported its position ideologically. P -
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In June 1960 the Soviet revisionists made a counter-attack upon the
Chinese revisionists at a mesting of representat;ves of . various Communist
Parties held 1n Bucharest:

"AQSBucharest, “to our amazement, the leaders of the CPSU . . .°.
unleashed a surprise assault on the Chinese Communist Party,
turning the spearhead of struggle against us and not agalnst
us 1mper1alxsm"

("The Origin and Development of the Differsnces between -
the Leadership of the CPSU and Uurselves"- Peking; 1963; -
p. 29). T

and in July carrled thls counter-attack 1nto the sphere of

state relations:

;~"In. July the: Soviet Government suddenly took-a .-
unilater1a1 decision recalling all the Soviet experts in China
within one month, thereby tearlng up hundreds of agreements and
contracts".

(Ibid.; p. 32)

The. removal of lelte Khrushchov as First Secretary of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union in October 1964, and his
replacement by Leonid Brezhnev signified the coming to power of
a revisionist:faction representing the interests of the new
class of Soviet neo-imperialists,. of state monopoly capitalists
who felt able to reject Khrushchov's foreign policy of;:in effect,
subordinating Soviet neo-imperialism to United States imperialism.

The.Chinese -revisionist faction headed by'Liu Shao-chi Y}
wvere therefore justified in hoping that Khrushchov's replacement .
signified a change in foreign policy on the part of the Soviet .
revisionists to one in line with their own OppDSltlon to US
imperialism:

"The collapse of Khrushchov is a great victory for the
Marxist-Leninists of - the world in their persistent struggle
against-revisionism. -It marks the bankruptcy, the fiasco; of
modern revisionisme -« 7

Khrushchov .. . .sought . 'all-round cooperation' with
US imperialism and fallac1ous1y ‘maintained that-the heads of the
Soviet Union and the United States would 'decide the fate of =
humanity', constantly praising the chieftains of US imperialism
as having a sincere desire for.peace's « o«

Under the signboard.of 'peaceful coexistence! he did his
utmost to oppose and sabotage the national.liberatiaon.movement
and went so far as to work hand in glove with.US imperialism
in suppreselng the revolutionary struggles of the oppressed
nations. . .

Beyond all doubt, the great Communist Party of the
Soviet Union and the great Soviet people, with their
revolutionary . traditions, are fully capable of making new
contributions in safequarding the great socialist.'achievements,
the lofty prestige of the first socialist power founded by
Leniny the purity of Marxism-Leninism and the victorious
advance of the revolutionary cause of the prolstariat.

Let the international communist movement unite on the
basis of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism!"
("why Khrushchov Fell"; Peking; *1964; p. 1, 3-4, 5, 11=12).



@ Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021

Bill Bland Internet Archive

www.ml-today.com www.marxists.org

' ‘'were saylng°

Uploaded 2021
P 49.
But the new Soviet revisionist leadership was determined to
reorientate their foreign policy away from the former collaboration

with US imperialism gradually, and it was not for several years
that this reorientation 59came clear.

::(See° Report of the Central Commlttee of “the NaerSt Lenlnlet
._Organlsatxon of Britain on THE ROLE' OF "CENTRIST REUISIONISN"
*.* ins.. "RED FRONT", March 1970°- Pe 23-25) o= .

.‘,

_Thus, ln November 1965 the Chlnese natlonal capltallst factlon

“Have the new leaders of the CPSU P changed frbm belng

... a force allied with US imperialism to one opp091ng 1t°

= ..+ .The facts show they have mot... . 238 "
The  replacement of Khrushchov by these ‘neuw leaders has *

. . been.merely a change of personalltles in. the rev1sxonlst '#'

“ Y dynasty, ;

'("Refutatlon oF the New Leaders of the CPSU on 'Unlted Actlon'

'ln-' "Peklng Rev1eu", November 12th, 1965; p. 13, 19) AakE

st

And in the fdllowlng year the antl-US 1mper1allst national - .
capitalist faction. headed by Liu Shac-chi came under the counter-~
revolutionary attack of -the pre=US landlord/bomprador capltallet
faction headed by. Mao Tse-tung.. : hi

THE GRAND STRATEGY OF COUNTER-REVOLUTIUN'
By 1959, therefore, the pro-US landlords and comprador
capitalists had seen their positions seriously weakened as a
result of-the developing-national-dempcratic revolution ‘carried:
out within the framework of the "new-democratic" state under
the leadershlp of the natlonal capltallst class. :

The lend reForm had llqu1dated the landlord class, and -capitalism
had made rapid- development (and with it, the position of the national
capitalist. class) as is .shown from the official. flgures for the
lncreaelng numbers of the worklng class0 . 0

"Before llberatlon in 1948 there were only 2 4 mllllon
2 _employees .and workers. After llberatlon, in 1957, the
‘number rose to 23,973,000 about ten times as many'..
("Workers and Trade Unlons in China", in: "Pekxng Review"
. Volume 1, No.- 9; Aprll 29th, 19585 p. 13)

The attempt to weaken the posxtlon of the politlcal
representatlves of the national capitalists in the "rectification
campaign" of 1957 had miscarried and been turned against its
authors.,. The attempt to alienate the collectivised peasantry -
by the measures of the "Great Leap Forward" of 1958 had also . : .
failed, and had led to the removal of the leader of the i
faction of the.Communist Party ropresenting. the interaests of the
pro-US ex-landlords .and comprador capitalists, Mao Tse-tung,
from the position of Head of. State and his replacement by the
leader of .the faction of tho Communist Party representing ths '
interests of' the national capitalists, Liu Shao-chi. .«

Clearly, if the national democratic revolutlon wers to be .-
checked and, if possible, reversed, A FULL-SCALE COUNTER-REVOLUTION
WOULD BE NECESSARY. e I v
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What form, to have a reasonable chance of success in the ..
existing conditions of China, must this counter-revolution take? ..

China was a huge country of 700 million people, the majority -
being peasants and workers deluded, for the moment, into believing
that they shared in political power in the "new-democratic"
state which had now, in some unexplained manner, become a "socialist
state", the "dlctatorshlp of the working class". It had the
largsst Communist Party in the world which, although revisionist
in character, was in the main. controlled by the faction representing
the interests of the national capitalists, headed by Liu Shao-chi. -

Clearly, therefore, to be successful, a counter-revolution would
have tc take the form of a large-scale civil war, a counter-revolution
designed to smash the Communist Party and the organisations of the
working class and establish the dictatorship of the pro-US ex-
landlords and comprador bourgeoisie, ONE WHICH COMBINED FASCIST-

TYPE VIOLENCE WITH UNPARALLELED "LEFTIST" DEMAGOGY.

The situation, indeed, had elements in common with the-
situation which led to the offensive against the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union in the period up to 1927, that led by Trotsky
and othors, exhibiting similar "leftist" demagogy. As Stalin
commented at the 7th Plenum of the Executive Committee of the .
Communist International: L prges At

"What do all these facts shouw?
‘The 'Left' camouflage of opportunist actions has been
one of the most characteristic features of all the various
opposition trends in our Party during the perlod since the
selzure of power. . © g RO bs B
What is . the explanation of this phenomenon? T o s
The explanatlon lies in the revolutionary spirit .of the
proletariat of the USSR, the profound revolutionary traditions
- that are deep-seated in our proletariat. The explanation
 lies in the downright hatred in which anti-revolutionary and
opportunist elements are held by the. workers of the USSR. . ..,
The explanation lies in the fact that.our workers will simply .
not listen to an open opportunist, and that therefore the
'revolutlonary' camouflage is a bait designed to attract,
if ‘only by its outward appearance, the attention of the workers
and to inspire them with confidence in the opposition".
(3. V. Stalin: "Once More on the Social-Democratic Deviation
in our Party", in: "Works", Volume 93 Moscow; ;19543 p. 18=19).

Thus, the counter-revolutionaries, utilising the campaign
"against revisionism" launched by the faction headed by Liu
Shao-chi, edught to present their counter-revolutionary - . ..
offensive as A STRUGGLE"FOR MARXISM-LENINISM AGAINST - crme M
REVISIONISM", as A STRUGGLE "AGAINST THOSE IN HIGH PLACES -
TAKING THE CAPITALIST ROAD", as "A GREAT PROLETARIAN
CULTURAL REVOLUTION", : .

And sincé, in the circumstances then existing in China, -
the ex-landlords and comprador capitalists could not hope to .
exert their rule through any form of "parliamentary democracy",
with the "civil liberties" appropriate to it, the aim of the
counter-revolutionaries could only be THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A
REPRESSIVE MILITARY DICTATORSHIP DISGUISED UNDER RED FLAGS.
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The Seizure of the Army High Command

Tho first aim of the counter-revolutionaries was to gain‘_in s

® control of the High Command of the People's Liberation Army, =~ -
with the aim of transforming it into the main instrument of force ‘-

for the imposition and maintenance of their military dictatqrgﬁ}g;kn.

The main obstacle which stood in the way of this plan was™ &%~
Marshal Peng Teh-huai, who had been Minister of Defence !
® since 1949 and who had commanded ‘the Chinese volunteer forces

in the Korean War of 1950-53.

Peng had for some years taken his stand on the side of. the
national capitalist class, and had opposed the attempts of ‘the
counter-revolutionary faction headed by Mao Tse-tung to make the

A4 revisionist "Thought of Mao Tse-tung" -- now the idsology of ‘the
pro-US ex-landlord and comprador capitalists -- the guiding
principle in the work of the Party and; in particular, of the
armed forces: :

"As far back as the Seventh National Congress of the '
s Party (in 1945 -~ Ed.), Peng Teh-huai openly cpposed the
laying down”in "the Party Constitution of Mao-Tse-tung's thought
as the-guiding thought of the Party., . . The 'Regulations
of Committees of the Chinese Communist Party in the Army
(Draft)', prepared in 1953, originally included -the following
article: - -'The Party committees -take Mao Tse-tung's Thought
== which integrates Marxist-Leninist theory with the practice
of the Chinese.ravolution;-- as the guiding principle of all
- their work'. This article constituted the .cord.of _the -
draft regulations but Paeng Teh-huai cut it.out when'hg"
revised the draft", T -
P (Lin Hsin-kung: "Settle Accounts with Peng Teh-huai for _ .
his Heinous Crimes . . ", in: "Peking Review", No. 36,
1967; po 14). - ; : :

"Peng Teh~huai has long been making vicious attacks
and spreading slanders inside the Party and the armed
forces against Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the leader of the
Party, .and against other leading Comrades. of: the Central
Committee and its Military Commission", = .. ‘
(Resolution of ‘the 8th Plonary Session of -the 8th,

Central Committes, August 16th, 1959, in: = "Peking Revieuw",

No. 34, 1967; p. 9).
Peng Toh~huai was one of the more outspoken critics of

"+ '« certain traneient and partial- shortcomings in
our great movements the great leap forward and the people's
commuhes'" - - o PR : —_ . '
(Resolution. . &, ins ibid.s .p. 8).
at the 6th Plenum of the Central Committes held in Lushan
in November-December 1958, but wished to carry the repudiation
of Mao's line of "uninterrupted transition to communism" to
the point of a public denundiation of Mao. At the Plenum’ he

: "+ + came out in opposition to the . « leadership
of the Central Committoe and Comrade Mao Tse-tung"
(Resolution . . , in: ibid.s p. 10). e
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The majority of the national capitalist faction, headed by
Liu Shao-chi, were, however, unwilling to bring about.an -
irrevocable split in the Communist Party and the state apparatus,
since this would force them to mobilise the working class ina |,
revolutlonary struggla, and preferred to take up a compromlslng‘

position.”

Commenting in October 1959 on the Lushan meatlng of the
Central Commlttee, Liu Shao-chi wrote merely: o bt e Biece

"There have been controversies between different views
within our Party on the questions of o « the big leap

forward and people's communes". . .
(Liu Shao-chi: "The Victory of Marxism-Leninism in China",

ins . "pgking Review", Volume 2, No. 395 October 1st, 19593
Pe 11) '

The maJority of the national capitalist faction therefore
sided with the ex-landlord/bomprador bourgeois faction against
the minority of the national capitalist faction headed by
Peng Teh-huai in resisting a public denunciation of Mao who,
as a face-saving gesture, was permitted to "propose his ouwn
resignation™ from the position of Head of State, 1.9., Pr031dant
of the 5eopie s Republic, ’ Ln ordor to-

o evein eida e
A £ :

: "o o set aside more’ tlme for marx1st-Leninist ':'x;‘f
theorctical work" o
(Dec131on Appnov;ng Comrade Mao" Tse—tung s Proposal B
Chairmanship, 6th Plenum CC, CPC, 01ted ln-_ “Pekxng Revieuw",
Volume ﬂ° No.'éﬁ} P 9) K e il .

and the Central Commlttoe approved

', o this proposal of Comrade Mao Tse-tung .'. ‘not’ to
renomlnate him again as candidate for Chairman of the
People's Republlc of Chlna"

(Ibide; p. 9). '

And Peng Teh-huai, who had demanded the denunciation of Nao,
was removed from his post as Minister of Defence and replaced
By Marshal Lin Piao, who later became known as "Chalrman Mao's
closest comrade-in-arms".

whlle this represented a victory for the ex-landlord/bomprador
capitalist faction headed by Mao Tse-tung, the national capitalist
faction headed by Liu Shao-chi were able to score two victoriess
the appointment of their adherent Lo Jui-ching, the Minister of
Public Spcurity, as Chief of Staff (announced in Sept emEer 1958)
and the eolection by the National People's Congress ‘in’ April 1959
of their leader, Liu Shao-chi, as Pr991dent of the PRC in, succession

to Mao.

Furthermore, the national capitalist Fabtion headed by Llu ‘
Shao-chi opened a campaign within the Party to raverse “the" removal

of Peng Teh- hual. ‘ : ‘ ; iy

"The top Party person in authority taking the capitalist
road (a“term usod by tho counter-revolutionarics to denote
Liu Shao-chi-== Ed.) . . whipped up the evil wind of reversing
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the correct verdict passed on the Right opportunists. . .'"",_
He vainly tried to help Peng Teh-huai rise again and resums "~
command of the armed forces'.

-("Peng Teh-huai and his Behind-the-S5cenes Boss Cannot Shirk
Responsibility for their Crimes", editorial in: "Renmin
Ribao" (People's Daily), August 16th, 1967, in: "Peking
Review", No. 35, 19673 p. 7). ' '

"Later he (i.e., Liu Shao-chi -~ Ed.) openly attacked the
Lushan Mesting and mado absurd allegatlons such as that
'the Lushan Meeting made a mistakel.' . : o
("Along the Socialist or the Capitalist Road°", ing “Paklng
‘Revieuw", No. 34, 1967; p. 15). e e

"China's Khrushchov (another term used by the countor-
revolutionaries to denote Liu Shao-chi == Ed.) . . openly tried
to reverse the verdict on Peng Teh-huai at the enlarged Work .
Conference of the Party's Central Committee held in January
1962. He said in Peng Teh-huai's dofence that in Peng's
anti-Party programme 'much is in conformity with the facts!
and 'it shouldn't be regarded as a mistake'.. He viciously
attacked the struggle led by Chairman Mao against Peng Teh-huai's
anti-Party clique as 'an erroneous struggle that over-stepped
the limits'. With powerful support and encouragement from
China's Khrushchov, Peng Teh-huai brought out in June 1962
a document running into a full 80, 000 words almed at revers:ng
the verdict passed. on him!'. . ;

("From the Defeat of -Peng- Teh-huai to the Bankruptcy of | .
China's’ Khrusbchov", ing "Peklng Rev19w" No. 34, 1967~' p. 20).

On December 24th, 1966 Pong Teh- hual was "arrested™ by
"Red Guards" at Chengtu, but in August of 1967 the counter-revolutlonarles
were still demanding:

"Let us thoroughly settle accounts with Peng Teh-huai
for his crimes against the.Party, against socxallsm and agalnst
Chairman Mao". : .
(Ibld., Pe 35)s

However, a further obstacle had now to be removed in order
to place the High Command of the army securely in the hands of the
counter-revolutionary faction headed by Mao Tse-tung. This obstacle
was the Chief of Staff, General Lo Jui-ching. & Fe

Lo ceased to appear in his official capacity after November
1965, but no official announcement of his removal was made ‘and _
it was not until® August 1966 that this was implied in the official
reference to General Yang Cheng-fu as Acting Chief ‘of Staff. It
was Yang who later put forward the slogan:

"Thoroughly establish the absolute authority of the
Great Supremoc Commander Chairman Mao . . "
(Yang Cheng-wu: "Thoroughly Establish . .., etc.", ins:
"Peking Review", No. 46; - 1967; p. 17- 24)

Lo Jui-ching, a member of the Secretarlat of the Central Committee
of the Party, had been Minister.of Public Security from 1949 until his
military appointment in 1959, and had become in that position a
particular target of hatred on the part of the counter-revolutionary
faction headed by Mao Tse-tung. On Docember 20th 1966 Lo Jui-ching
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was "arrested" by "Red Guards", and on January 4-5th, 1967 was
paraded and denounced, along with other leading representatives- : &
of tho national capitalist faction, bofore mass rallios in Peking.

The charges against Lo which were published later by'éhe
faction headed by Mao Tse=-tung were- that, after the removal of
Pong Teh-huai as Minister of Defence, )

"Lo Jui-ching became the foremast champion of the
reactionary bourgeois military line".
(Proletarian Rovolutionaries of the Headquartors of the
General Staff of the.Chinese Peopla's Liberation Army: :"Basic: :
Differences between the Proletarian and Bourgeois Military - ;
Lines", in: "Peking Revieuw"; No. 48, 19675 p. 19 ) ®

What uéé'this "bourgbois military line" alleged to have boen
championed by Lo Jui~ching? ~ ; -

Firstly, it was allogadlﬁhaﬁ

M, . the military thinking of Lo Jui-ching is. foundod
on the theory that weapons docide everything". ...
(Ibid.; ‘p. 13)0 X ‘ 3 . sy A X Lok L 105

Yot Lo Jui-ching is on rocopd,as_qmphaéisinéfthaﬁiﬁﬂﬂ:h ;

") THE HISTORICAL EXPERIENCE OF THE ANTI-FASCIST WAR -
ALSO TEACHES US THAT WEAPONS ARE AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN WAR; .= -
BUT NOT THE DECISIVE FACTOR, AND THAT PEOPLE AND NOT THINGS: -
ARE THE FUNDAMENTAL FACTOR DETERMINING THE OUTCOME OF WAR". -
(Lo Jui-ching: . "Commomoratc the. Victory over German Fascism!";
_..Peking 19655 p. 16)s, o o o gy ¥ E S PR @

Secondly, it was alleged that

~ "Lo Jui-ching frenziodly opposed Chairman:Mao's strategic.
principle of active defence and made every effort to-push the
strategic principle of passive defence for no other purpose ' °° @
than that of meeting the political needs of imperialism and -
modern revisionism". B -
(Proletarian Revolutionaries . . j ibid.; p. 15).

Yet Lo Jui-ching is on record as emphasising that

@
", o« THE HISTORICAL EXPERIENCE OF THE ANTI-FASCIST WAR
ALSO TEACHES US THAT THE STRATEGY OF ACTIVE DEFENCE IS THE
ONLY CORRECT STRATEGY FOR THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES IN FIGHTING
AGAINST .IMPERIALISM". . - o e s ;
(Lo Jui-ching: - ibid.; p. 13)e : S e p e .

Thirdly, it was allegod that

", . Lo .Jui-ching wanted to subordipate politics to

military affairs, to make military affairs command politics".
(Proletarian Revolutionaries . . § ibid.; p. 18)s

Yet LbeQi-&hing is on record as holding the exact opposite:



@ Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021 Bill Bland Internet Archive
www.ml-today.com www.marxists.org

Uploaded 2021

55,

® . "What gave the Soviet Army the strength to stand up to and
defeat. Hitlor's fascist army? . . It was because the Soviet Union
reliod on tho pooplo, the socialist system, revolutionary .
political work in the Red Army and the Marxist-Loninist leadership
of tho Communist Party".
(Lo Jui-chings: ibid.; p. 17).

It is cloar, thercfore, that the rocal roason for the campaign .
against Lo Ju1-ch1ng was that, as an adhcront of tho national . : .. -.
capitalist faction hoaded by Liu. Shao-chi, he opposed the introduction
into tho People's Liboration Army of the cult of Mao lse-tung's
personality and the revisionist "Thought of Mao Tse-tung'', which

o had now bocoms thc ideology of the counter-revolutionary ex-landlord
and comprador Capltallst classos., Ho uaé‘“gu11ty“ of

: ". . opposlng tho thorough ostabllshmont by our army’ of
. the absolute -authority of ‘the great thought of Mao Tse-tung.
Comrade Lin Piao said that Mao Tse~tung's thought is .'living
@ Marxism-Leninism at its highest in our time! Lo .Jui-ching,
the counter-revolutionary revisionist, asserted nonsensically:
'"We 'cannot say that'". " -
(Yang Cheng-wu: "Thoroughly Establish . . ", in: "Peking
Raview" No. 56, 1967; p. 21)s

vaqr

With the ngh Command of the People's leeratlon Army in their
grip, the counter-reovolutionaries were ready for the noxt stcp
in their strategical plan. b

The Transformation of the Army
T .

® Of course, thé-seizure of the High Command of the People's
Liboration Army was not sufficient for the purpose of- the countor=~
revolutionary faction headed by Mao Tse-tung. This purpose
required the ideological transformation of the army, down to the
lowest ranks, into an obédient.tool of: the counter-reuolutlonary

faction.
[5) i : .

Following the appointment of Lin Piao as Minister of Defence
in 1959, in 1960 the Military Commission of the Central Committee
of the Party (Chairmen: Mao Tso-tungy Vice-Chairman: Lin Piao)
issued to the Peoplo's leeratlon Army a call for the study of Mao
Tse-tung's thought. d - .

L

In-May 1964 .the Polltlcal Dcpartment of the People s leeratlon ,
Army published the first edition of the ."Quotations from Chairman
Mao Tse-tqggr for issue to, and study by, every member of tha army.

In.January 1966 the General Political Department of the Peopla's
& Liberation Army held a twenty-day conference on political work in the .
army. This conference ondorsed Lin Piao's five-point principle
guiding the PLA, the first point of which was to:

", . creatively study and apply Chairman Mao's works,
and, in particular, make the utmost effort to apply them;
] regard Chairman Mao's works as the highest instructions on
all aspects of the work of the army'.
("PLA Conference on Political Work", in: "Peking Review", No. 43
19663 p. 5). '
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But the conference went further. It went on record as holding
that the broad masses of the army had now been ideologically
remoulded to accept the guidance, not of the Communist Party, which
was still under the leadership of the national capitalist faction
headed by Liu Shao-chi, but of Mao Tse-tung personally:

: "The .conference.. . noted that the broad masses of cadres
and fighters showed . . groater political consciousness
in remoulding their ideology and directing their activities in
accordance with the guidance given by Chairman Mao Tse-tung".
("PLA Conference on Political Work", in: ibid.; p. 5).

Thus, by the beginning of 1966 the counter-revolutionary
conspirators had-confidence that the People's Liberation Army was
an instrument of force which they could use in their offensive
against- the. national capitalist faction headed by Liu Shae-chi, against
the Communist Party which this faction.led, and against ‘the. - D mesme e
organisations of tho working people ‘who would support this faction - .:
against acounter<revolution on the part-of'thé‘ex-lahdlordS'and'pro—US7
comprador bourgeoisioct : ‘ i

Events showed, however, that this boﬁfidence was not completely
justified,: e - . . ;

The Initiation of the "Cultural Revolution"

The "leftist" propaganda campaign to prepare-the road for the .
counter-revolutionary offensive was opened by Mao Tse-tung himself
in 1962:

"At the Tonth. Plenary Session of the Party's Eiéhth.Central -
Committeo in 1962, our great loader Chairman Mao issued his call
to battles

'NEVER FORGET CLASS STRUGGLE'"

("From the Defeat of Peng Teh-huai to the Bankruptcy of China's
Khrushchov", in: "Hongi" (Red Flag), cited in: '"Peking Revisw",
No. 34, 19675 p. 20). b oA

Tt will be noted that Mao does.not call upon,the working people:
of China to prepare themselves for class struggle against the remnants_
of the landlord and comprador ‘capitalist classes in order to complete --
the national-democratic revolution, nor against the national capitalist
class in order to carry through the socialist revolution. The vague
slogan "Never forget class struggle" ‘left open by which class and
against which class this never-to-be-forgotten class struggle was to.
be waged. This this became clearer later. : '

The next step in the stratogical plan for counter-revolution: ‘
came in-May 1963 when the Central Committee of the CPC adopted Mao's

call for a "socialist education movement':

"The 'Decision of the Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party on Some Problems in Current Rural Work (Draft)',
that-is, the first 'Ten Points' mapped out under the personal
direction of Chairman Mao in May 1963, issued the great call
for the launching of a socialist education movement. In this
extremoly important document, Chairman Mao told the whole Party
and the ontire Chinese people that if the existence of classes
and class struggle in socialist society wore forgotten:
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'THEN IT WOULD NOT TAKE LONG, PERHAPS ONLY SEVERAL YEARS
; OR SEVERAL DECADES AT MOST, BEFORE A COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY
® RESTORATION ON A NATIONAL SCALE INEVITABLY OCCURRED, THE
* MARXIST~LENINIST PARTY WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY BECOME A REVISIONIST
PARTY, AND THE WHOLE OF CHINA WOULD CHANGE :ITS COLOUR.
zrie i COMRADES, "JUST THINK OF IT -- WHAT A DANGEROUS PROSPECT!!'"
=+("n Theoretical Weapon for Making Revolution under:'the Dictatorship
) of the Proletariat", ins . "Hongq1" (Red Flag) cited ins- -"Peking
® i Review", No. 26, 1967; p. '28-29).

In this passage the essontials of tho counter-revolutionary
strategy -~ the strategy of the thief who calls "Stop thief!! --
are revealed. The "socialist education movement" was to be -directed
ostensibly against 'bounter-revolutionary revisionism'.

- In bis report on the work of the government to the National ¢ -
Peoplé's Congress in December 1964, Premier Chou En-lai referred =
to this "social education movement" as a "cultural revolution"

directed primarily against "bourgcois ideology':

L - "Speaking on the tasks of the cultural revolution, the
Premier pointed out that in the period of socialism the
overriding task on the ideological and cultural fronts is’
thoroughly to combat capitalism, to promote the proletarian
ideology and ‘eradicate the bourgecis ideology". :

(Chou ‘En-lai: Report on the Work of the Government, in: ' "Main

® Documents of the First Session of the Third National People's
Cong;oss of the People's Republic of China"; Peking; 19653
pPe 29). : '

“The presentation of the "cultural revolution" as directed against
"bourgeois ideology" opened the door to its direction against the ' * -
representatives of the national capitalist class in leading positions
in the Party and state.

This step was taken by Mao Tse-tung in January 1965, when ' :
he declared that the main target of the "cultural revolution! was
"those within "the Party who are in authority and are taklng the
capitalist road". In RPN

". « 'Some Current Problems Raised in the Socialist-

" Education Movement in the Rural Areas'; that is, the '23-
article document' drawn up under the personal guidance of
Chairman Mao in January 1965, . . CHAIRMAN MAO PUT FDRMARD FOR
THE FIRST:-TIME THIS VERY IMPORTANT THEORY:

#-3THE-MAIN TARGET OF THE PRESENT MOVEMENT IS THOSE WITHIN-
THE RARTY WHO ARE IN AUTHORITY AND ARE TAKING THE CAPITALIST :
ROAD", "t
("A Theoretical Weapon for Naklng Revolutlon under the

P . .3:Dictatorship of the Proletariat", in: "Hongi" (Red Flag),

cited in: "Poking Roview", No. 26, 1967; p. 30). :

The Attack on the Peking Party

. This formulation aroused the strong opposition of the national
P cap:.tallst faction in the leadership of the Communist Party and when,
at the September and October 1965 moetings of the Contral Committes, -
Maoc Tse~tung pressed for an offensive against a leading member of: the
national capitalist faction, Wu Han, writer and deputy-mayor of Peking,
the Central Committee rofusod Sk

e
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‘"Between Septomber and October 1965, Chairman Mao suggested
that' Wu Han who opposes the Party and socialism should be @
criticised and repudiated. But tho handful of top Party persons
in authority taking:the capitalist road refused to carry thls
out and used every means to counter it'"., :.

("Two !Diemetrically Opposed :Documents", ing "Hongqi" (Red Flag),
et ‘cited in "Peking Revmw" No. 23, 1967; p. 22)

In October 1965 Nao Tse-tung accordingly went to Shanghai,
whers mombers of his counter-revolutionary landlord/bomprador
capitalist factlon held Ieadlng pos:Llons in the Party apparatus.

On November 10th, 1965 the first shot was fired at the Paklng :
Party leadsrs in anarticle by Yao Wen-yuan published in. the Shanghai:. ®
press:

"The proletarian revolutionaries in Shanghai resclutely
implemented Chairman Mao's instruction. Under the direct
guidance of Comrade Chiang Ching (Mao's wife -- Ed.), 3%
Comrade Yao Wen-yuan wrote '0On the New Historical Drama "Hai ®
Jui Dismissed from Office"?!, and the publication of this
article began in the ideological sphere the criticism and
repudiation of Wu Han and other anti-Party, ant1-soc1allst
representatives of the bourgeoisig. - . s -'%
Ibid.; p. 22 % g " D U
.._( 5 P. 22). . S o
"Hai Jui Dismissed from Office" was a play set in the 16th
century written by Wu Han and first published.in: 1961. In Decembar
1965 Mao Tse-tung made it clear why his counter-revolutionary
faction Found the play so objectionablo-

"On Decembar 21, 1965, Chairman Mac once again pointed ®
o gut explicitly that 'THE CRUX OF 'HAI JUI DISMISSED FROM
OFFICE' WAS THE QUESTION OF DISMISSAL FROM OFFICE. . « IN 1959 -
WE DISMISSED PENG TEH-HUAI FROM OFFICE, AND PENG TEH=-HURI IS
YHAI JuI'*, - :
Ibld. .22 u'rv,' o 7
The Peking Party lcaders strongly rBSISth the attack- upon Uy Hang

"The Peng Chen counter-revolutionary:clique, uUnder the
connivance -of and shielded by the top Party person:in authority
taking the. capitalist road (i.e., Liu Shao-chi -- 'Ed.) abused
its powsrs, forbade the Peking press to reprint the article.
by Comrade Yao Wen-yuan, and . . did all: in their power
to provent Chairman Mao's directive on the crux of 'Hai Jui .
Dismissed from Office! from being known. They flagrantly resisted
the directive". . ? T
(Ibides p. 22).

Having failed to break into the Peking or the national press,
which was controlled by the national capitalist faction headed
by Liu Shao-chi, the counter-revolutionaries began, from April 1966,
to make use of the newspaper of the army "Jiefangjun Bao" (leeratlon
Army Dally) as their national organ. ‘

On April 18th, 1966 this paper published an edltorlal antltled'
"Hold High the Great Red Banner of Mao Tse-tung's Thinking: .

Actively Participate in the Great Soc1allst Cultural Revolution". -
This declared: : LR TR AL T TR |
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® "There exists in our literary and art circles an anti-
Party, anti-socialist black line running counter to Mao Tse-tung's
thinking. . « We must . . take an active part in the great
socialist revolution on the cultural front, thoroughly eradicate
this black line and completely liquidate its influenco. . .
We must- not mind being blamed for 'brandishing the stick'. ., .
® We must: carry out Chairman Mao's 'instruction and . . take
an active part in the socialist cultural revolutlon, unswervxngly
carrying it through to the end".-
("Editorial in "Jiefangjun Bao" (leerac;on Army Daily), cited in:
"Peklng Revxew" No. 18, 1966; p. 6, 9, 10).
e On l'lay 10th, 1966 Yao Wen- yuan wrote another article in the '
"Jiefang Ribao"- (Shanghai Daily) entitled "On 'Three Family Village'".
This extended- the attacks on the Peking Party to include .two ether .
leading members, Teng To and Liao Mo-sha who, along with Wu Han,--* ©*
were described as 'running a ''gangster inn'" which had made"fhe'fhree ‘
journals controlled by the Peking Party -~ "Beijing Ribao" (Peking
@ Daily), "Beijing Wanbao" (Peking Evenmg News) and the fortnightly
"Qianxian" (Front Line) into

M, o« instruments for opposing the Party and socialism".
(Yao Wen-yuan: "On !Three Family Village'", ‘in: - "Jiefang
Rlbao" (Shanghai Daily), May 10th, 1966, c1ted 1n° "Peking
® Review", No. 22, 1966, p. 5)e '

' It was later announced that Wu Han and Teng To had "commltted
suicide" on. Septambor 26th; 1967. e »

. The ‘Seizure of the Central Commlttee

Up to May 1966 the faction representing the national capmtallsts,
headed by Liu Shao-chi, had been able to persuade a majority of the
members of the Central Committec of the Communist Party to resist
the demands of the faction hoaded by Mao Tso-tung that the "cultural
revolution" should be directed against ‘leading members of -their -

S faction. '

But when the Central Committee met in May 1966 the propaganda
campaign against the leaders of the Peking Party was at its height,
and in thesc. circumstances some members of the Central Committee
who had previously sided with the national capitalist faction shifted

® their position when Mao Tse-tung and his supporters opened an
attack upon the"Group of Five in Charge of the Cultural Revolution',
which was led by Peng Chen, First Secretary of the Peking Party,
Mayor of Peking and a member of the Political Bureao of the CC of
the CPC, who had playad a 1ead=ng role in the exposure of Sov1ot
revisionism, :

® s R

The leaders of the "Group of Five" were accusod of seeking
to protect - '

", . those representatives of the bourgeoisie who have
sneaked into the Party, the government, thae- army and varlous
® cultural circles".
(Circular of Central Commlttee, CPC,; May 16th,‘ 1966, c:.tod ‘ins
"peking Review", No. 21, 1967; p. 9),
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and of trylng . - °
4 s ':. ", . to place rostrlctlons on the prolatarlan left,.
ta. impose taboos and commandments in order to tie their _
BRI hands, and. to place all sorts-of obstacles in the way of
the proletarlan cultural revolution'. S L
(Ibldo, Pe - ) I - A 3 4, & i .

S . By maJorlty d00181on, tho Central Commlttee aoproved a.
resolutlon along thesc lines, together with the dissolution of the
MGroup of Five". The same meeting set up a now "Cultural Revolution
Group™, under the Standing Committes of the Political Bureau.
In July Chen Po-ta, Mao's former secretary and editor of "Honggi" Py
(Red Flag) since 1958, was appomnted leader of the "Culturql

Revolution Group"

. Tho Attaok on the Pcklng Party Continuocs

Dn May: 25th, 1966 sevon students at Peking Unlvors:.ty put ‘up -a ®
"blg-charactor poster" attacking Lu Ping (President of the Unlversity
and Socretary of its Party Committeo), Sung Shih (Doputy Head .of: - the-
department in charge of university affairs of the Peking ﬂunlcipal
Party Committeo) and a woman comrade Peng Pei-yun (Deputy Secretary
of :the University Party Committee). Following the line.of the
countor-revolutionary:faction at the Central Committee meeting a ®
fow days earlier, these leading Party members werc accused of following
the line put by Sung Shih at an emergency meoting at the university
on May 14th, when he was alloged to have said: |

"When tho massos arise, they need to be led on to the
correct path".. &
: ("What arc Sung Shih, Lu Ping and Peng Pei-yun Up To in
*. the Cultural Revolution™, in: "Pcking Review"; No. 37, 1966;

" Pe 19),- f o
while- Lu Ping and Peng Poi-yun were alleged to have saids
i ¢ .
"Leadership is urgently necded to guide tha movement
towards a correct orientation™ -
(Ibid.;- Pe 19)
It was thus clear, declared thp big-character poster, s
that these: Party leaders at: Peking Univorsity were gullty of 2 ®
" G suppn0931ng the massos' revolutlon"
(Ibldo,. Pe 20) ’ >
mThe poster concluded with the call° :‘..1 'qqﬁ. o
b 'l e .
"Revolutionary intelloctuals, now is the time to go 1nto
battle! Let us unito, . . thoroughly, totally and completely
wipe out all ghosts and monstors and all Khrushchovian-type
counter-rovolutionary revisionists and carry the socialist
rovolution through to the end" : .
(Ibido, "Pe 20) ! W ogie : L2 i 2K & .

" On June 2nd, 1966 "Remnin Ribao" (People's Daily) now. _
controlled by a Contral Committee dominated by the counter-revolutlonary
faction headed by Mao Tso-tung, carried the attack upon the Peking
Party lecaders furthor:
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e ; ' "Peking University o o.i8 a koy point of’ the 'Threo-'-
Family Village' sinister gang, a stubborn bastion used by
them to oppose the Party and socialism. . . Tho people of - -
the whole country will rise up, opposc and knock down all -
those who oppose Chairman Maoc. .“+ The whole nation will
smash their sinister gang, s:.nistor organisation and ainister

® discipline to pisces". . ‘ 5 JPhe
("Hail a Big Character Poster at Poking Unxvers:.ty", in:
"Renmin Ribao (PeOple s Daily), c:.ted in° "Peking Review",
No. 37, 19663- p. 21, 22). o 2k , :

On the Following day, June Srd, thea ground being now well’

e prepared, the Central Committee "reorganisod" the Peking Municipal
Committee of the:Paznty, appointing Li- Hsueh-feng as its First
Secretary in place of Peng Chene = o

On the same day the "reorgan'is'ed“ Peking Party Committee = ..
dismissed the vditorial boards of its journals "Beijing Ribao"
® (Pcking Daily), "Beijing Wenbao" (Peking Evening News) and
"Qianxian" ‘(Front Line) -~ the.daily papers continuing under new
editorial boards while publication of “the fortnightly Journal wasg
suspended. 3 Qe & e SRl ;

The "reorganised" Peking Municipal Commiti:eo also "roorganisod'!u;"._
® the Peking University Party Committee, dismissmg Lu Ping and Peng
Pei-yun from their posts.. | o
*0n_ June 15th, 1966 the leadership of .the Peking Communist
Youth Leaguo was’ “reorganised"

® ~ On Juno 24th, tha f‘irst diroct attack upon Peng Chen appeared
in “Renmin Ribao" (People's Daily).

., On December 4th, 1966 Peng Chen was dragged from his bed and
"arrested" by "Red Guards" during the night. On December 12th
he was.displayed before a rally of 100,000 "Red Guards" in a Peking
@ stadium ‘and before further such rallies on January 4-5th, 1967,

"The Masses"

-Having won control of the High Command of the People's Libsration
Army and the Central Committee of the Communist Party, the counter-
[~ revolutionary faction headed by Mao Tse-tung required a mass
movement of a fascist: character to act as the spearhead of‘ Eheir
counter~revolutionary offensive.

Tho force to which thay turnod in this: connection was uhat they
described as "the masses's : : ¥

"PUT DARING BEFORE E\IERYTHING ELSE AND BOLDLY- AROUSE THE .
MASSES. ‘

The outcome of' th:.s groat cultural ravolution will bs
dotermined by whethor the Party leadership does or ‘does not
dare-boldly to arouse the masses'.

L J ' (Decision of the Contral Committoe of the ‘Chinese Communist
- Party concerning the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution,
Auguit 8th, 1966, cited in: "Peking Revisu'", No. 33, 19663

Pe 7)o
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One is reminded forcefully of the tactics of the trotskyitocs
in the Soviet Union in tho last stages of their open struggle against
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, tactics to which Stalin h
roferred at the-15th Congresa of the CPSU (B.) in Docember 1927z dakas

"Lastly, the opposxtion organised an anti-Party, anti-
Soviet demonstration, appcaling to the 'street'; appealing
to non-proletarian slements. How can one talk about Bolshevik -
traditions when one. appoals to the 'strest' against onc's e
own Party, against. one's own Sovist regime? Who has ever
heard that Bolshevik traditions permitted such an outrageous
act, which bordors on direct counter-revolution? . .

What if the opposition had had a little more strongth behind
it? Is.it not obvious that its appeal to- the 'street' would ‘
have turned into an open putsch against the Soviet regime?"

(3. v. Stalin: Reply to the Discussion on the Political Report
of the Central Committee, 15th Congress, CPSU, in: "Works",
Volume 103 Moscow; .1954; . p. 375-6)»

When the roprasentativos of the natlonal capltallst faction
pointed out that unless thg. 'boldly aroused masses" were led by:the
organs of the Party at all levels, leadership of them would’ inevitably
be taken over by reactionary, countor-revolutionary elements, ‘the
faction headed by Mao Tse-tung repllod° ' o T BTGNS

"LET THE NASSES EDUCATE THENSELVES IN THE MOVEMENT
In tho great proletarlan cultural rovolution, tho only At il
mathod is for the masses to liberate themselves. . . - N
" Trust- the masses, rely on them and respect their initiative.
Cast out fear. Don't be afraid of disorder. « . Let tho
massos educatc themselvos in this great revolutionary movement'.
(Decision of the Central Committse of the Chinese Communist
Party concerning the Great Prolctarian Cultural Revolutiony
August Bth, 1966, c1tad ing "Pcklng Rovzew" No. 33, 19663
Pe 7=8). Sl
3 Agalnst uhom wero the massos to derCt thelr "revolutlonary et
struggle™?-
"The main target of the prcsent movement is- those within -t
the Party who arc in authority and are taklng the capitalist
~ road".
B (Ibldo, po 8)

s @,

“It is ossentlal to hold fast to thls main orlentatlon in the
struggle”. ; A
(Lin Piaos, cited in: "Hold Fast to the Main Orientation in the o5 SO
Struggle", in: "Hongi" (Red Flag), cited in: ' "Peking Review" :

No. 39, 19665 p. 22).
"The masses" must, of course ldentlfy those within the Party
who are in authority and are taking the “capitalist roads: '
IR v

It is 1mperat1va ‘that those wlthln the Party who are in
authority and are taking the capitalist raad should first be
identified, and that the utmost should be done to Ldentlfy them
without error and to unmask them completely".

("A Programmatic Document of the Great Proletarian Cultural :
Revolution'y ing "Hongql" (Red Flag), cited in: "Peking Rov1ew“
No. 34, 19663 p. 20). : : - ' ‘ )
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But how are the "masses" ta identify without error "those who are
within the Party who arc in authority and are taking the capitalist road"?

r Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021 Bill Bland Internet Archive

Not; of course, by what they say, for they will claim to be
revolutionarieg and not counter-revolutionaries: *

"Their speciality is to wave 'rod flags' to oppose the red
flag" : ; B '
. ("Oppose Economism -and Smash the Latest Counter-Attack by
the Bourgeois Reactionary Line", in: "Renmin Ribao' (Poople's
Daily), cited in "Peking Rovieuw", No. 4, 1967; p. 13).
"The masses" can identify “"those within the Party who are'in °

° authority and are taking the capitalist: road" by their opposition to

"The Thought of Mao Tse-tung", i.c., the ideology of the.counter— .
revolutionary landlord/bomprador capitalist faction headed by Mao Tse-tung:

(283 .

% Fan ANt
"The attitude towards Mao Tso-tung's thought, whether to. accept it
or resist it, to support it or opposc it, to love it warmly or = ..
be hostile to it, this is the touchstone to test and tho watershed
¢ between true revolution and sham revolution, betwsen revelution and
counter-revolution". ' ¢ W o b W Ya e B
("Mao’ Tse-tung's Thought is the Toloscope and Microscopo of our
Revolutionary Cause", in: "Jiofangjun Bao" (Liboration Army Daily),
cited in: "Poking Reviouw", No. 24, 1966; p. 7).
. . "The masses" can also identify "those within the Party: ‘@ = ;
'who are in authority and are taking the capitalist road" from tho °
“fact” that they resist the "spontancous" movement of ‘the masses directed
at them: RS ~ . R R

P .. 7" "Those who have wormed their way into the Party and are taking
* 'the capitalist’road . .'arc extremely afraid of being‘oXposed by .
the masses ahd therefore sesk every possible protext to suppress
the mass movement'. RaLY T S Bdp n dasit
(Decision of the Central Committeoe of the Chinese Communist Party
concerning the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution", August 8th,
P 1966, in: "Peking Revieuw", No. 33, 1966; ' p. 7). ‘

"The masses" can identify "thoso within the Party who“are im -~ ::
authority and are taking the capitalist road" .from tefact that they
present the '"cultural revolution" as a' counter-revolutionary movement
and strive to divert "tho masses" against the leadorship of the "cultural

P Tevolutions ' ' = R I

C—

"They call white black and switch thao target of the struggle
by turning its epearhead against the proletarian revolutionary
line, the proletarian fbvolutionary headquarters and the revolutionary
@® masses", . "W S & 0
("Oppose Economism and Smash tho Latest Countor-Attack by the
Bourgoois Reactionary Line", in: "Renmin Ribao" (People's Daily),
cited in: " "Peking Reviouw", No. 4, 1967; p. 13);;. Rk ' '

. "Making use of that portion of political pouer they exercise'
® . in those departments and localities under their control, this
.handful of persons . . want to brand as a 'counter-revolutionary!
"anyone who rises up and rebols against them and oven dismiss or
imprison him". , Soliy
("Proletarian Revolutionaries, Unite", ins "Hongqi" (Red Flag),
cited in: "Peking Revicuw", No. 4, 1967; p. 16).
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po 4 ~-The Call to Rebollion s s e

The Central Committee of the Party, now dominated by the pro-US
landlord/compradoi\ faction headed by Mao Tse-tung, met from August
1st-12th, 1966 and on August 8th approved-a.resolution confirming
the orientation of the "cultural revolution" already outlined.

On August 5th Mao Tsc-;:-tung personally issued a big-character
poster giving the call to rebellion: "BOMBARD THE HEADQUARTERS!" ®

"1g8ombard. the Headquarters' . . was a groat call to battle
to the whole Party and the people of the whole country".
("Completely Smash the Bourgeois Headquarters", in: "“Honggi"
(Red Flag), cited in: "Peking Review", No. 33, 1967;. p. 6-7).

::'- One of.the main slogans made use of in the propaganda of the .. . ...

counter-revolutionaries was taken from a speech made by Mao Tse-tung

in 1939: - i be ot o g
"Rebellion is justified"..: ST :
(Mao Tse-tung: Speech at a Meeting of People from Various ®

Walks of Life Celebrating Stalin's 60th Birthday Anniversary,

cited in: "Peking Reuisw", No. 15, 1967; p. 9).

Whatever the usefulness of this slogan in particular circumstances,
"pebellion" is not a term used in the slogans of Marxist-Leninists.
"Rebellion" signifies a rising, usually of a spontaneous character, ®
against a state. But whether such a rising is progressive or reactionary.
depends -on the class character of the state concerned and on. the class .
character of the forces rising against it. Clearly where, as in China
in 1966, there existed no political party representing the interests
of the ‘working class, the call to "rebellion" against the "new-democratic"

state, dominated by a faction representing the interests of -the national o
capitalists, could only be: a call t~_9_~90unter-rev.olution. : A
g eeks e, ;o aani, The "Red Guards" p
However, the couhter-revoiutionary pro-US landlord/compi!édor‘
capitalist faction headed by Mao Tse-tung needed a vanguard shock force ®
to lead "the masses" along the desired path.
On ‘June 13th; 1966 schools and cbllééeé.were Qlosedindef’initeiy
to enable students and pupils to take part in the "ecultural revolution"..
From them the first units of "Red Guards" were formed in June/July 1966 . °
"The Red Guards are the shock force of the great proletarian
cultural revolution". ot e : siv,
" ("In Praise of the Red, Guards", inz. "Honggi" (Red Flag), cited in:
weern "Peking Review", No.. 39, 19665 p. 15). .
The youth of the "Red Guards" were distinguished from those of . ®
the Communist Youth League (wuhich was still under the leadership of.
the national capitalist faction headed by Liu Shao-chi) by their
fanotically committed role as "young soldiers of Mao":
"The Rod Guards say, and sa); it weli':A Chairinan Mao is °

our red commandor and we are the young, red soldisrs of Chairman

Mao. « -» ‘ .
They carry with thom copies of 'Quotations from Chairman

Mao Tse=-tunge. « o
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The young Red Guard fighters are concentrating all their forces
to strike at the handful of bourgeois rightists, and their main
® . target is those in power within the Party who are takmg ‘the
i cepitalist road". : :
(Ibld., Pe 15, 16)

O

o re oo At f‘:.ret the "Red Guards" were generally secn correotly as
young reactionary hooligans. But at a mass meeting in Peking on August
® 18th, 1966, Mao Tse-tung signified his approval of the movement by

donning the red. armband worn. by the "Red Guards": . .
.u..-.-::z;:s'i;," S "then the Red Guards f‘J.rst eppeared in June and July
:._-1966, they consisted.only of sepveral score people:.and:.uwere'
; “smeared as a 'reactionary organisation'. .3 vthey: wereiattacked
s ey S and assaulted from all sides. . Howevér, the great prole.tarla_.n
==+ ‘revolutionary Chairman Maoc . . sang the praisé of the Red
. Guards for their proletarian revolutionary rebel spirit.and
Y ‘gave them firm and warm support. Chairman.Mao's Uoice-was like a
clap of spring thunder. In a very brief time, Red:Guards.
developed in schools all over the country, in many factories and
5 .. .rural areas, and became an enormous and powerful cultural
revolutionary army. « . They have served as the vanguard".
. ("Carry the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution through to the
.:End"y in: "Renmin Ribao!! (People s Daily), c1ted dnse "Pekmg
- :Revieuw", No. 1, 1967 p. 9) - e et 50 Y
e W g - : 2 y 4 ll
® - From August to November 1966, "Red Guards" wers. encouraged to~come
to PekJ.ng and some 9 million took advantage of free rail transport
-and accommodation to come to the capital. Between August '18th and
November 26th eight mass demonstrations were -held in Peking at which
Nao Tse-tung .reviewed a. total of 11.million "Red Guarde“—’--
® During their sogourn in Pekmg, the "Red Guards" ffrom the prov:.nces
.i7 ' o were accommodated in army barracks, and were given ideological and
military training, before being sent back to their home towns and
villages to '"spread the flames of the great proletarlan cultural
revolutmn throughout the country"- . ;s e

i e o P { M O
® : ,ﬂ "Last year, when mJ.lllOl"IS ot’ young revolutmnary hghters .
R came to .Peking, .PLA men received them warmly and trained them.
e Theysaw to it that these youngsters had proper meals and .
warm lodgings and passed on to them the glorious traditions of
.the PLA..: They enabled these young revolutionary fighters to take
= ., - part inat least one of the great Tien An Men square reviews by
® Chairman Mao and later saw them all safely off to spread the
=i, iae-flames;.of .tha great: proletarlan cultural revolut:.on throughout
the country". ‘
("PLA's Noew Contributlons in Serving the People“ in' ; "Peking i
Rev:.ew", Noe. 36, 1967; p. 6).

® ; The reactmnary class background of the leaders of‘ the "Red Guards"
o . was. tacitly admitted by "Renmin Ribao" (People's Daily).in January
’ 1967,, when it took to task those who drew attention to this 'on the
grounds, that, they wers "advertising the reactionary 'theory of family
11neage.' "y

® "Thla very small number of persons who stubbernly cling
.., -:- to the bourgeois reactionary line made use of the-slogan:v)'A

_-(,; : ..hero's son:is .a real-man! A reactionary's son:is no damned
good" to bewilder a number of students, create factions and
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i+ confuse the ¢lass fronts. . . The way these people with oo’
ulterior motives have made use of the slogan-is in essence to
advertise the exploiting classes' reactionary ttheory of family
lineage'".
("carry the Great Proletarian Cultural-Revolution through to the
End", in: "Renmin Ribao" (People's Daily),: cited. in MPeking ‘Revieu",
2 NO. A, 19673 Ppe. 10). | T ._':'.«_-}..' 2 iR Y i i

Inspired by their glimpse of "the greatest genius of all time",

and by the military and ideological training given to them, ths "Red
Guards" proceeded to "spread the flames of. the great proletarian cultural
revolution throughout the country" by attacking the'offices of the
Communist Party, by beating, torturing and killing its officials, and

by ‘smashing records of such "boqgggois" composers as Bach and Beethoven.

The attack upon the Coﬁmunist harty of China, the lowsr organs of
which were still controlled by thg_national capitalist faction headed
by Liu Shao-chi, had begun._', ; : ' =4

"¢ The Assault on tﬁéfqgifgggl and Propaganda Organs:

.1: At the'end of June 1966, the counter-revolutionaries began a
press tampaign against a leading member of the national capitalist
faction, Chou Yang, Deputy Director of the Propaganda Department of
the Communist Party, who had played a prominent. raole .in tho: campaign
against the Fh_irjgse npightists” and:.against -Soviet revisionismyiiis ¢ ®

i i4Ehoy Yang .. . was, the ringleader of the black line against "

. the Party, SOCialism and Mao Tse-tung's -thought in literary and

art circles. . . What a black-hearted, hideous character he. i8y o e

the lord of hell in literary and art circles's ionn g
aniv(Wu Chi-yens "Repudiate Chou Yang's Revisionist Programme -* " ®

for Literaturs ‘and Art",. ips "Peking Review", No. 34,” 19665 P. 29, 37)e

In Yuly 1966 Lu Ting-yi (Minister of Culture and Director of ‘the *
Propaganda Department of the Party), together. with Lin Mo-han (Deputy
Minister of Culture) were dismissed from their posts for having been
responsible for-the appointment oF Chou Yang...- Tao Chu-was 'appointed ®
Director of the Party's Propaganda quaptmant:aﬁH“ﬁEﬁEbal'Hsiao?wang-tung
Acting Minister of Culture. Sl s g, s o At e, RS

,12

* On December 20th, 1966;LU'%ing-9i.més narrested" by "Red Guards",
and on January 3rd, 1967 the grresﬁ of.. Chou Yang was officially aqnbunced.
\. N ¢ s I: P
Meanuwhile Tao Chu had taken a stand against the counter-revolutionary
"cultural{revolutloqﬂ, and on. January .10th, 1967.-a special rally

~eae

was held in Peking to denounce him. e - g

~_ "After he took charge of the Propaganda Department.of the

21 Central Committee, Tao Chu became “the faithful agent of the top’ &

Party person in authority taking the capitalist road in suppressing’

the revolutionary masses. He did his utmost to oppose Chairman® = *&

:Mac's great big-character poster 'Bombard the Headquarters'.' He :

tried his best to protect the monsters. « « He shouted himself

hoarse that 'in the great cultural revolution it is correct to

doubt -éveryona'". TR LA pw coe b

(Yaé Wen-yuan: '"Comments on -Tao Chu's :Two. Books, in: "Renmin Ribao"

(People's'Daily), cited in "Poking Revieu", No. 38, 19673 poi16).
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Tao Chu was also. charged with having spoken disparagingly of _
Mac:Tse-tung, "the great red sun", in an article entitled "The Sun s’
Radiance" by saying:

"The sun itself has black spots on it","
(Tao Chu: "The Sun's Radiance", cited by: Yao Wen-yuan:

g ibid.§ p. 13). ,

On February 13th, 1967 it was announced that wang Li (Actlng
Editor of ‘"Renmin Ribao") had :been appointed Dlrechr of the Propaganda
Departmont of the Party in place of Tao Chu.
cpibate T The Assault on tho Pross ':j’f'iﬁ: .
T TR A
\In August 1966 the "Chincso Youth Daily', tho organ of tho
Communlst Youth Loaguo, ‘was closod down.

Un September 3rd, 1966 tho "Beljlng Ribao" (Poklng Dally), the
editqrmal.board of which had been "roorganised" in June, susponded
publication. . It ' reappeared on January 20th, 1967, when it carried

“’an-gditorial denouncing the "crimes" of its former editors.

During November 1966- about: half‘the staff of "Renmin Ribao"
(Peoplois Daily) wore transferrcd to other duties: This signalled
a general "raorganlsatlon" of tho editorial boards of ‘Nnewspapers
throughout the country -- "Jeifangjun Bao" (Liberation Army Daily)
and "Honggi" (Red Flag) being-the only major organs*unaffécted.

" The Assault on the Young and Trade Union Drganlsatlons

In August 1966 the CommUnist Youth League was dissolved and its
members advised to join "Red Guard" organisations. In September an
exhibition was opened at the former headquarters of the Laague to
illustrate the "crimoes" of its former leadership. '

Un'january 3rd, 2967 the All-China Trade Union Federation was
dissolved and its Punctiofs transforred to a new organlsatlon, the

~"Chiness Asaociatlon of“ Red Rebels".

Thase ‘moves proved unacceptable to the maJorlty of the members,
and both organlsatlons continued to operate lllegally. ;

'"By ordering the dissolution of the conservatlve organlsations,
we had simply deepened their members' antagonism towards us. . .
As a result; not only did the conservative organisations remain
intact, but those individuals who had been wavering rejoined them".
(The Red Rebel Column of the North China Structural Metals
*Plant: "How We'Achieved Unity Against the Enemy", in: "China
Reconstructs'; October, 1967; p. 48).

Accordingly, in March 1967 the Communist Youth League and the
All-China Trade Unlon-Federatlon were permitted to function legally

- under "reorganised" leaderships.

*

"Proletarian Discipline"

——— -

As the "Red Guards" began thoir assaults upon the organs of the
Communist Party in all areas wheore these were controlled by the
national.-capitalist faction headed by Liu Shac-chi, these organs
directed their members to resist these attacks and called upon the
workers, peasants and soldiers in their areas to defend the organs
of the Party.
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The counter-revolutionaries were, therefore, compelled to wage a
propaganda offensive against such clauses of the Party Constitution J

as that which laid down: °

"Each individual Party member shall submit to the decisiong ' it
of the Party organisation to which he belongs".
(Constitution of the Communist Party of China, cited in: Liu Shao-chi:
"On the Party"; Pekings 19505 p. 171), ~

denouncing .such princibles as "bourgeois discipline" and "counter-
revolutionary discipline': '

"piechards who take the capitalist road have absurdly
identified the leadership in their own units with the Party's
Coentral ,Committes and the entire Party. Making use of the great
love which ‘thebroad masses.of workers, peasants and soldiers
have for the Party, and making:use of some among,thé masses- who
did not- know the truth, they have raised such slogans as: ‘Defend~ .’
the Party committees in your ouwn locality, and of your ouwn
department; . and if there were revolutionary students who criticised
them and rose in rebellion against-them, these revolutionary students
were said to be ‘'anti-Party*". ; ‘ et ko ®
("Workers, Peasants and Soldiers Must Firmly Support the 77UiSF
Revolutionary Students", in: . "Renmin Ribao" (People's Daily),
cited,iﬁ&fw"Peking Revieuw"y Nos 35, 19665 p. 18). Y gkl

\

An important weapon of:these reactionary elements for =~ ¢
prese'rv'i'n'g their reactionary rule is to illegally use the namei.i: i ®
of the Party and turn Party discipline into bourgeois discipline -
‘to' repress ‘the masses' and oppose- revolution. This counter=-
revolutionary discipline must be thoroughly smashed".
("0n Revolutionary Discipline and Revolutionary Authority of the
Proletariat" in: "Honggi" (Red Flag), cited in: “"pgking Revieuw",
Noe 7, 19673 Pe 18)e - o 7 2 i it %5
"Obedience! Absoluts obedience! Unconditional obedience!-. "
The minority, though correct, must subordinate to the majority
that is wrong; the subordinate, though correct, must- submit to the
superior who is wrong; the individual though correct, must " . .
absolutely submit to the organisation that is wrong. This is" " ®
nothing but counter-revolutionary discipline imposed on the
revolutionary masses by the No. 1 Party person .in authority
. taking the capitalist road in order to maintain his reactionary '".
rule". .
__(Red Guards' Regiment in‘ the Mao Tse-tung's Thought Philosophy
.-and Social Sciences Department of the Chinese Academy of ®
Sciences: "Bury the Slave Mentality advocated by China's Khrushchov",
in:. "Renmin Ribao" (People's Daily), cited in: "Peking Revieu",
No. 16, 19673 p. 14).  § SO L St

Thus, declared the counter-revoluticnaries, Party members and °
the "masses" must reject this "bourgeois discipline" and accept
"proletarian discipline", "revolutionary ‘discipline’, that igzhgpggience_
To the "Contral Committee" of the Party (controlled by the counter--
Tovolutionary faction headed by Mao Tse-tung) and to Mao Tse-tung

persqgglly:

nje for us proletarian revolutionary fighters, . . what
we accept unconditionally is tha correct lesadership of the Party's
Central Committee headed by Chairman Mao". . : Sl
-(Red Guards' Regiment . . otc.: ibid.s p. 14).
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"The proletarian revolutionary line that Chairman Mao

=) reprosents is the highest authority in the greatest proletarian
cultural revolution. All provisional organs of power that carry
out this correct line in directing the struggle to seize power
should have authority and do have it as a matter of course.
Prolstarian revolutionaries should take it as their obligation
to assume such authorlty. This is the authority of the -

® proletariat".
("on Revolutionary 01301plino e o« 5 Op. Cit.s p. 19).

"Strengthen the dlototorshlp of the proletariat. - Those

who oppose Chairman Mao, Vice-Chairman Lin Piao, the Party

Central Committee's Cultural Revolution Group, and those who Ioesop
@ undermine the great cultural revolution or sabotage production o

shall be immediately arrested by the Public Security Bureau’.

(The:Shanghai Workers!' Revolutionary Rebel General Headquarters

and 31 Other Revolutionary Rebel Organisations: "Urgent Notlce"

cited in: "Poklng Revieu", No. 4, 1967; - p. 9). ’

T A

e The "weltanschauung“ of‘ thd Chlnese Countor-RovolutJ.onanes

The: German:monopoly capitalists, in impos:.ng and ma:.ntalm.ng- tho:.r
fascist dictatorship, found it desirable to foster an official
"yegltanschauung" (world outlook) th.ch only "traltors" would dare to
question. o it : :

The Chiness’ pro-US ex-landlord/comprador capitalist classes,
in striving:to:impose their military dictatorship, also found it
desirable to foster an official "Weltanschauung" -~ the "Thought
of- Mac Tse-tung" -- based on such extracts from the writings and .
speeches of Mao'as. they found usef‘ul ‘to. thelr needs at: a partz.cular'

® moments

.t

"Ch:.na @ e noeds ,unif‘ied thmklng. o i That is Nao Tse-tung s
7+ % thoughtaio ™ . o5
(Lin PJ.ao- Letter on the Creat:we Study and Appllcatlon
of Chairman Mao's Works on the Industrial and Communications
@ Front, cited in: "Peking Revieuw", No. 46, 1967; p. 20).

4 "The ‘absolute authority of the great, thought of Mao Tse-tung
must be thoroughly established throughout the Party, the army,..
~ the country and the world". o
(Yang Cheng-wu: "Thoroughly Establish the Absolute Authority
® of the Great Supreme Commander Chairman Mac", J.n° "Peking
Revisw", No. 46, 19673 p. 21). ‘

The Cult of Mao's Personality

In imposing their terrorist dictatorship through the fascist party,
e the German monopoly capitalists found it useful to build up a "cult of
personality" around the fascist leader Adolf Hitler, presenting “him as
Tan 1nfa111ble genius" whose every word must be obeyed as "patriots'.

In seeking to impose their military dictatorship, the Chinese pro-
US ex-landlords and comprador capitalists also found it useful to build
up a "cult of personality" around the rovisionist leader who represented
their Intorests, Mao Tse-tung, presenting him as "an infallible genius"
whose every word must be obeyed by patriots. .
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The cult of Mao's personality began to take an extreme form in
July, 1966, when great prominence was given to reports that Mao had
swum nine miles in the Yangtse.

In the autumn of 1966 Mao reviewed some 11 million "Red Guards"
in Peking, prior to their return home to "spread the flames of the
cultural, revolution". At the same time all the propaganda organs
controlled by the counter-revolutionaries began to publish large
photographs of Mao in every issue, he being described as:

", ., the great teacher, great leader, great supreme
commander and great helmsman'.
("Peking Revieu", No. 38, 19665 Pp. 3)s

On August 8th, 1966 it was announced that the country's entire
printing industry would be mobilised to print 35 million copies of
Meo's writings by the end of 1967.° - -

B KA T

In the spring of 1967, as it became obvious that the "cultural
revolution" was failing to achieve itsplanned "blitzkrieg", the
counter-revolutionaries prococeded §d~raiseato ever more exaggerated
heights the cult of Mao Tse-tung, to ‘whom the obedience of everyone
in China -~ and in the world! =-- was dues

(G 15V

iv _,, "Chairman Mao is the greatest Marxist-Leninist of our ora.
Evéry ;sentence uttered by-Chairman Mao is truth. ... Therofore

we must act according to Chairman-Mao's instructions-whether- .- ...«
or not we have already fully grasped its significance. . .

A proletarian party must have its ouwn true outstanding leader
and it is necessary to establish'his absolute revolutionary
authority throughout the party": = = *: _

(Lir-Chish: . "Down with'Slavishness"; in:":"Renmin Ribao" (People's
Daily), cited in "paking Review", No: 27, 19675 P. 30)e- . :

"If you are a revolutionary, a Marxist-Leninist, you will
-1 .,..inevitably support the great leader Chairman Mao . .3 if
you are a counter-revolutionary, an anti-Marxist-Leninist, you will
inevitably oppose Chairman Mao. « . .
Chairman Maoc is'the-vory red sun that shines most brightly
in our hearts. Heg is'the ‘great teacher, great lsader, great
supreme commandor and great helmsman selected by the proletariat
and the revolutionary people of China and the world in the course
of their protracted revolutionafy struggles. He is the authority
of the world proletarian’struggle in the present era. . . ;
..+ . He has_ the most profound Marxist-Leninist wisdom and the
riohest experience in struggle. « o .- T
Comrade Lin Piao says that a genius like Chairman Mao appears
in the world only once in hundreds of years, or in China only
once in thousands of years. Chairman Mao is the world's greatest
genius. « « Chairman Mao will always be our supreme leader, our
supreme commander and the red sun shining brightly in our hearts.
 without him, there would not be the great Party we now havo,
o ﬁnor,our”great army and great country; the Chinese people would
"have nothing, and the people of the world would find it impossible
to achisve their liberation. . . We will always follow him 3
... closely and thoroughly ostablish the absolute authority of our
.y . 'great supreme commander Chairman Mao. We pledge our lives to
-..s. . dofend Chairman Mao's position as the supreme leader. Anyone
?Tﬁ,tphb;OQQbsq§;Chaeran Mao stands condemned by all of us, the
whole Party: he will be denouncod by all of us, the entire .-
nations « o ' gheiaaly.
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None of the earlier Marxist-Leninists personally, at the
very forefront, directed as many important political and
military campaigns as Chairman Mao. And none of them experienced
such protracted sharp and diverse struggles as Chairman Mao has".
(Yang Cheng-wu: "Thoroughly Establish the Absolute Authority of
the Great Supreme Commander Chairman Mao", in: "Pecking Roviecu",
No. 46, 1967; p. 17-18, 19, 20).

_ In May 1967

. ". . a huge statue of Chairman Mao was unveiled at Tsinghua
University in Peking".
("Peking Review", No. 20, 19675 p. 5),

and in tho same month the Military Commission of the "Central
Committee" of the Communist Party announced that, from the middle of
the month, a badge bearing the profile of Mao Tse-tung would be issued
to every member of the army:

"The General Political Departmont of the PLA points out
that the issue of the badges is an important event in the political
life of the entire army. Wearing the badges will remind the
PLA men that their great leader, the reddest red sun in their
hearts, is always with them. . .

The General Political Department urges all commanders and
fighters, after receiving badges, to be still more loyal to
Chairman Mao. .y act according to his instructions and be his good
fighters".

("Peking Review", No. 21, 19673 p. 13).

And it was announced in July 1967 that

", . more than 840 million copies of portraits of Chairman
" Mao . . were printed in the 11 months from July 1966 to the end
of May 1967".
("Peking Review", No. 31, 1967; p. 5).

"Mass Study"

In order to foster the illusion that the counter-revolution was a
"rovolution" led by Marxist-Leninists", as well as to boost the leader
of the counter-revolution as "the world's greatest Marxist-Leninist",

a campaign was instituted by the counter-revolut;onarles for the ""mass
study" of thewpitings of Mao Tso-tung.

Naturally, the study of the classics.of Marxism-Leninism -- the
works of Marx, Engols, Lenin and Stalin -- was not encouraged, on the
grounds that » .

", « in our era, the study of Mao Tse-tung's thought is the
bost way to study Marxism-Leninism".
(Yang Cheng-wu: "Thoroughly Establish the Absolute Authority
of the Great Supremo Commander Chairman Mao", in: "Peking
Review", No. 46, 1967; p. 22).

On the other hand, the docp study and analysis of Mao Tse-tung's
works, which might roveal the rovisionist contont of some of tho more
important of those works, was oqually discouraged as
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Thus, in place of the deop study and analysis of Mao's works,
the counter-revolutionaries demanded a form of "mass study" which

would yield the "quick. results" they wanted: _ :

"Comrade Lin Piao . . showed amazing courage and determination
in unswervingly and actively initiating the mass movement. for. the . ®
creative study-and application of Chairman Mao's works throughout
'tha_gpﬁy%ﬁthe Party.and the countrys..-..He has stressed the
nocessity’ of using Mao Tse-tung's"thought to unify the thinking
of the entire Party and of the people of the whole country. . -7
First study what must be urgently applied so as to get quick *

:,:asulfs". , : : i
" (Yang Cheng-wu: oOp. Cite; pe 22)..

The book recommended above all others for the "mass study" of "the
Thought of Mao Tse-tung" was "Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-tung",
and the "mass study" -of this book of isolated quotations consiste&f.
primarily of learning-them by heart and reciting, chanting sr singing
them collectively in the manner of.a religious ritual:

e Ty

"China's hundreds of, millions arc absorbedly studying the..,
'Quotations from Chairman Mao ‘Tse=tung'. . . The red, plastic=
coverod pocket edition of the 'Quotations! has become the basic
most constantly read book - of ‘ the: masses. « «

You wild hear people’ reading them aloud collectively at their
work places, during work' breaks, before a meeting, play or movie,
while travelling by train, bus or ship. . . They are determined
to imprint every word on their minds, infuse every sentence into
their blood". ’ oo G SR

. ("All China Studies 'Quotations. from_ Chairman Mao Tse-tung'", in:
.. ."Peking Revieuw!', No. 2, 1967; p. 14). '
Lo HMThg -massps are taking Comrade :Lin Piao's -advices 'In order
" reallyTto master Mao Tse-tungt!s thought, it i§' necessary to .study .
many of Chairman Mao's basic'concepts over and over again, and “ %
it is best to memorise some of..his important passages.' . . ' -
. UWorkers, peasants, soldiers, revolqﬁionary cadres and intellsctuals,
“ and young Red Guard fightors:are: . . committing many of Chairman
Mao's instructions to mamory.- Hence the public demand for
 Chairman Mao's instructions to bo set to music so that they can
' be 'sung every day and at any time, the better to imprint them °
.in.one's mind more decply.:w s . . . . o
4. The workers say: . . ~'Singing. these songs is as good as
attonding a political classere"b i, L.
("Quotations from Chairman: Maa Set to Music,iim:: "Peking Revieu",
.t Nos 2, 19673 p. 27). :
i ne a result of this intense :propaganda, the "little red book"
came to acquire some of the characteristics of a "sacred object"; a

"charm" against '"ghosts, domons and:monsters":

"Waving their rod-covered 'Quotations from Chairman Mao
Tse-tung', the rovolutionary massces shouted again and again:
'Long Live the People's Republic of Chinal' .

Holding 'Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-tung! in their
hands, Comrados Chou En-lai, Kang Sheng, « » went up, shook
hands with them and embraced them. .« .
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AR group of Red Guard fighters then . . presented them with
copies of the treasured rew lutionary book 'Quotatlons from
Chairman Mao Tse-tung' . .

; The Indonesian fighters friends waved their copies of
'Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-tung' to expreas their high
respect!,

.("Chalrman Mao's Red Diplomatic Fighters Return Gloriously from
Indonesia to Peking", in: "Poking Review", No. 46, 1967; p. 36, 37).

"A handful of ruffians . . went so far as to burn a copy
of 'Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-tung'! which is most treasurad
. by the revolutionary people of the world and regarded by them
as a powerful weapon against imperialism, revisionism and all
reactionaries. Staff membors of the Chinese Chargd d'Affaires
Office, who have enormous love for the great leader Chairman
Mao, immodiately rushed out to stop the ruffians!' shameless -
crime, and managed to seize evidence of the crime on the spot. . .
On July 5, Chinese Charge d'Affaires ad interim Shen Ping
lodged the most serious and most emphatic protest with the British
Foreign Office".
“("Peklng Rev1ew“ No. 29, 1967- p. 40). : v

A Further "Purge” in the Army High '‘Command

On November 26th, 1966 it was announced at a Peking rally of
"revolutionary workers in the field of literature and art" that the
Peking opera and ballet companies, together with the Philharmonic
Orchestra, had been incorperated into the army, and that Chiang
Ching (mao s wife) had been appoxnted adv1ser to the army on cultural
work., *

On January 12th, 1967 a new committee was set up to take
responsibility for the "cultural revolution" in the army. It was
headed by Marshal Hsu Hsiang-chien, and included General Yang Cheng=-wu
(Acting Chief of Staff and author of the previously-guoted article
"Thoroughly ‘Establish the Absolute Authority of tho Great Supreme
Commander Mao Tse-tung"), Genoral Hsaio Hua, and Chiang Ching.

On January 13th, 1967 the newspaper "Jiefangjun Bao" (leeration
Army Daily) called for a "purge" in the army. - :

Dn.February 8th, followlng wldospread strikes ‘in the province
of Szechwan said to have been "encouraged by the local authorities",
Poking Radio denounced the Chengtu Military District, commanded by
Marshal Ho Lung, (a member of the Military Commission of the "Central
Committee™ of the Party) as "a don of reactionary forces".

- On February 10th a poster attributed to Lin Piao appeared in
Peking accusing anothor member of the Military Commission, Marshal
Chu Teh, of "ambition" and of being "an associete" of Peng Teh~huai.

On February 11th it was announced in Peking that Marshals Ho Lung
and Chu Teh had been dismissed from the Military Commission. - :

On April 16th, 1967 it was announced that Marshal Hsu Hsiang-chish
had becn removod from his post as director of ‘the "cultural revolution™
in the armed forces for having opposed Lin Piao at a recent meeting of -
the Military Commission and for having ignored Chiang Ching (Mao's
wife) in her role as "adviser" to the army on "cultural work“
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The Attack upon Liu Shao-chi and Teng Hsaio-ping

in November 1966 posters appeared in Peking denouncing the leading
membors of the national capitalist faction -~ Liu Shao-chi, President ®
of tho People's Republic of China, and Teng Hsaio-ping, Genoral Secretary
of the Communist Party of China. -

In April 1967 "Honggi" (Red Flag) opened an attack upon Liu Shao~-chi,
idontifying him with the "No. 1 Party person in authority taking tho
capitalist road". The main theme of these attacks was to present Liu S
as a supporter of capitalism within China. The facts that support for
the Continuance of capitalism in China arter the victory of the
national-democratic revolution in China had long been the policy of the
Communist Party of China and that the principal author of this policy
had been Mao Tse-tung, wers, of course, not referred to. On the contrary,
Mao was presented as having fought this policy in opposition to Liu
Shao-chi:

: "Chairman Mao has said that THE FOUNDING OF THE PEOPLE'S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA ON OCTOBER 1, 1949, MARKED THE BASIC COMPLETION
OF THE STAGE OF NEW-DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION AND THE BEGINNING OF
THE STAGE OF SOCIALIST REVOLUTION. The top Party person in authority
taking the capitalist road, however, harped on a contrary tuns,
painstakingly preached 'consolidation of the new-democratic
order!, and campaigned for the development of capitalism in
China". ‘ ;
(Chi Pen-yus '"Patriotism or National Betrayal?", in: '"Honggi"
(Red Flag), cited in: "Poking Review", No. 15, 1967; p. 14),

In April/hay 1967, as part of the mounting propaganda campaign
against Liu Shao-chi, the press organs controlled by the counter-
revolutionary fastion headed by Mao Tse-tung, opened an attack upon
Liu's book "How to bo a good Communist". The book, which consists of
a serios of lectures delivered by Liu in July 1939 in Yenan, had, )
over the twenty-sight years since its first publicatio > been widely
used by the Communist Party of China as a textbook for the training
of Party members and had been republished several times in new editions,.
In May 1967, however, it was suddenly discovered to be

", , a big poisonous weed opposed to Marxism=-Leninism" ®
(Editorial Depts. of "Honggi" and "Renmin Ribao": "Betrayal

of Proletarian Dictatorship Is an Essential Element in the Book

on 'Self-Cultivation'", in: "Honggi" and "Renmin Ribao", cited

in: "Poking Review", No. 20, 1967; p. 7). '

The "Revolutionary Committeas" )

By the beginning of January 1967, the shock troops of the counter=-
revolution, the "Red Guards", had succeeded in building around thom
a section of “the masses" composed of open counter-revolutionarics,
anarchists and trotskyitos, together with some potty bourgeois and
working people who had been decieved by tho demagogic propaganda of the
counter-rovolutionarios. .

© And-in January 1967 these forcos, calling thomselves the
"Revolutionaxy Rebels", rasponded to Mao Tse-tung's call and launched
their "January Revolution".
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'~ The aim of the "Rovolutionary Rebcls" was to destroy thc organs
of the Communist Party and of the "nde-domocratic™ state still under
tho control of tho national capitalist faction hcaded by Liu Shao-chi,
and to roplace them by ncw organs of power representing the class
interests of the Pro-US ex-landlord and comprador capitalist classecs.
These new organs of power wore named "Revolutionary Committees'.

The first "Revolutionary Committee'" was established on January
14th, 1967, 1n the province of Shan31.

The,proclamatlon of tho Hellungklang "Revolutlonary Committoee"
on January 31st, 1967 was typical: i "

"The proclamatlon solomnly doclared that all Party
government, financial and cultural power of the former Provincial
Party Committce and Provincial People's Council belonge to the
Revolutionary Committeec as from the date of its founding.  The
leadership of the Provincial Party Committee and the Provincial
‘People's Council was thereby put to an end" )
("Peking Review", No. 7, 19675 Po 12)e"g5 ™ 5 ' .gi“

The obligatory constitutional structure of such “Revolutlonary
Commlttees" was that of the "Three-ln-One" combination:

"Chairman Mac has pointed out that in those places and
organisations where power needs to be seized, the policy of the
revolutionary 'three-ln—one' combination must be carried out in
gstablishing a prov191onal organ of power. . . This organ of
power should preferably be called a revolutionary committee".

("On the Revolutionary 'Three-in-One" Combination", ing =~ =~ @ #/+
"Honggi" (Red Flag), c1ted ing 9pek1ng‘ﬁqy;aqn?'Npﬁ_1?? 19§7;. kil
p. 14) ® ) o i :“ ' 2 o we ) o 8 . iz ey : .

o ey S U 12 Wil

The most 1mportant constituent of this. "three-;n-one comblnatlon
was to consist of L oo

", . the representatives of the People s leoratlon Army

units situated in the area”.
(Ibides p. 14).

L

The second constituont was to consist of representatlves of ‘the:
counter-revolutionary "Revolutlonary Rebels" (mhlch now 1ncluded the
"Red Guards") described as

". « leaders of revolutionary mass organisations that truly
represent the broad masses"
(Ibides p. 14). :

® The third constituent was to consist of Party and former Party
and state officials who had come over to the side of the counter=" ﬁ
revolutionaries, described as Tl

- ". . revolutionary leading cadres".
~ (Ibide; p. 14).

r ' " The necessity of winning over such "revolutionary leading cadres"
was emphasised by the counter-rovolutionary leaders:

2 G
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i -iWpgyolutionary cadres should -be drawn .into théridVblutionary

“prov1sional .organ of powor because they have greater -experience-

.“zin the struggle, .are more capablo in organisatlonal and other

I work .and have a relativaly high level of understanding of policy.
A pressing, important task is now to draw a large number of
revolutionary cadres, including those who have committed mistakes
but who are correcting them in earnest, into the 'three-in-one!
prov1310nal organs of power at all levels and to use them boldly.
Only in this way can revoluticnary organs of power wlth
proletarian authority be established". e
("Implement Chairman Mao's Cadre Policy Correctly", 1n~‘ "Renmin
Ribao" (People s Daily), c1tad ins "Peking Revieu", No. 44,
1967- p. 9) ¥ o .

O IR ._", ALY B e 2 2 R Ry Gl T R s % QT DI 3

S In practloe, tha raprasentatLVes of the army OCCUpled the domlnant
positions in the ""Revolutionary Comm;ftaos"

‘The Struggle Agalnst "Econamism"

One result of the damagogic “antl-capltalist" propaganda of the
counter-ravolutlonarias was to mislead some sections of the working
class into believing that the ficultural revolution" ropresented a
stage in the socialist revolution. UWhere the Party and state organs
remained under the ¢ontrol of the national capitalist Pactlon, they
attempted to win’and hold the support of the working ‘class (as’
well as to-expose the demagogic nature of the propaganda put out
by the countor~revolut10narles) by ‘granting incroases in wages,
by shortening workirg hours and by improving social sa@rvices.

i

" The counter-revolutxonarles were compelled to attack thls g
policy under the guise of attacking "gconomism's

= "The handful of persons in the Shanghai Municipal- Party
Committee who are in authority . . tried to . . shift the general
orientation of the revolutionary struggle by increasing wages
" and material benefits".
("Firmly Support the Revolutionary Peasant Movement, Thoroughly
Smash Counter-Revolutionary Economism", in: -"Peking Revieuw",
.No. 5, 1967' p. 15).

-1 0 L'nThg peactionary olements fraelstquander ‘the uealth of “the
state, arbitrarily increasing wages and benefits. . . !
_ This economism is opposed to Marxxsm-Lenlnlsm, Mao Tse-tung's
L 81 thought" ; a e
("Oppose Economism and Smash the Counter-Attack by the Bour9901s
Reactionary Line", in: "Renmin Ribao" (People's Dally), cited in:
"Paklng Revieuw", No. 4, 1967; P 13-14) :
iy hope that you will become modals and .f. opp081ng . .:f
economism and selfishness. ' ; o u
You should strengthen labour dlSClpllnB. o« o
You should, in accordance with: tha ‘regulations laid down by the
Party's Central Committee, firmly uphold the eight= “hour work
day".
“i (Central Committee, CPC: Letter to Ravolutlonary -Workers and
Staff and Revolutionary ‘Cadres in Industrial and ‘Mining’ A
Enterprises, cited in: "Peking Reviou", No. 13, 1967; p. 5).

"
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In contrast, the counter-revolutionary "Revolutionary Committees"
were enjoined to shun "rash exponditure", to cut social services
and to transform education into fascist-type indoctrination:

"Thrift and. frugality are the qualities of the proletariat,
.and extraqagance and uaste are charactorlstlcs of the bour900181e.
when the proletarian revolutlonarles takﬂ flnanCLal ‘power
into their own hands, they must be thrlfty and must not authorlse
expenditure rashly".
("Practise Economy in Carrying out Revolutlon“, in: "Renmln
Ribao" (People's Daily), 01ted in: "Peking Revieu', No. 6,
1967; p. 15). 2k 2K L

"Chalrman Mao has said that° 'THE PERIOD OF SCHGOLING NUST
BE SHORTENED., .. - :
- The lessons ulll consist malnly of the conscientious study
of Chairman Mao's works ‘and of. quotations from his writings, of.
documents relating to the great proletarian cultural revolution i~
and the criticism and repudiation of bourgeois teaching materials
and methods -- all belng linked with the great proletarlan cultural
revolution”. i
("Re-Open Classss and Make Revolution in Primary and Secondary ~
- Schools“, in: "Renmin Ribao": (People's Daily), cited ins. "Peking
n;ReV;ew" No.-11, 1967; p. 13, 14) :

And as for

", « houses confiscated from capitalists"
(Shanghai Workers" Revolutionary Rebel General Headquarters
“i .- and 31 Other Revolutionary Organisations: 'Urgent Notice", cited in:
"Peking Revieuw", No. 4, 1967& B B)yin, : : .

by people who had thought the "cultural revolutzon" to be a stago in then
socialist revolution, it
‘“Thoée who have moved into houses seized by force must move
@ back to their original lodgings within one wesk".
(Ibid.s p. 9). .

The Call to the Army :

‘By January 21st, 1967, ‘the offonsive of'tﬁe counter-revolutionary
@ "Revolutionary Rebels" had boen beaten off in every city and province
in'the.People's Republic of China with the solitary exception of Shansi.

.-0n this day the counter-revolutionaries wero compslled to repudiate
their original propaganda to the effect that the "cultural revolution"
was a movemont of "the masscs" against "a handful", and to order the
Peoploet's Liberation Army actively to intervene on the side of the
rebels, "even though they may be just a minority™:

. "The People's Liberation Army . . must . . firmly stand on
~ . the side of the proletarian revolutionaries. The PLA must firmly
..., -gupport and assist them, for this is a great call from our great
® leader Chairman Mao. We must follow Chairman Mao's teachings
and enthusiastically, unequivocally and wholeheartedly support
the. proletarian revolutionary rebels in rising to seize:power.
- Even though they may be just a minority temporarily, we muat '
-+ i support them without the slightest hesitation". * '+
o ("The People's Liberation Army Firmly Backs the Proletanan -
SR A . "W



Mardem.Leninicm Currente _Toﬂay, 2021:‘_ N _ (3 W : IR Bill Bland Internet Archi
b SETEATIEAE, L, L TRl o sde’ o M_ntel © vindW.marxists.org
e 2 At ploaded 2021

S . DL 8.

Revolutionaries", in: "Jiefangjun Bao" (Liberation Army Daily),
cited in: "Peking Review", No. 5, 1967; p. 10). :

Fndgnn e

The "Red Guards" being in these circumstances of little further
use to the counter-revolutionaries, primary schools were reopened in
February 1967, secondary schools in March 1967, and colleges in July’ 1967.

Civil War

But even the order to the army to intervene actively on the side
of the counter423001utionaries failed to bring about the planned
"blitzkrieg", ° x -

_ONLY AFTER ALMOST TWO YEARS OF BITTER:STRUGGLE -- REACHING IN
MANY AREAS OF THE COUNTRY THE LEVEL OF A FIERCE ARMED CIVIL WAR wm HE
DID THE COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY FACTION HEADED BY ‘MAO TSE-TUNG SUCCEED™
IN ESTABLISHING ITS POWER THROUGHOUT CHINA. RARE

As the counter-revolutionaries expressed it euphemisticaliy in
June 1967: =

"At present, the development of China's great proletarian
cultural revolution is uneven". - :
("A Theoretical Weapon for Making Revolution under the Dictatorship
of the Proletariat", in: "Hongqi" (Red Flag), cited in: "Peking
Revisw", No. 26, 1967; p. 32).. . o '

The most important factor in the failure of the "blitzkrieg" was the
fact that a large proportion of Party members and organs at all levels (i
were not deceived by the demagogic propaganda of the counter-revolutionaries
but waged a ‘determined struggle to expose it and to arouose the working
people, and in particular the working class, actively to resist the
counter-rovolution:

As Mao Tee-tung himself put it in a big-character poster in
August_1966:, '

iiY Migoma' 1eading comrades fram the central down to the local
lavels have . '. stiuckidown the-surging moyvement of the great- ' ‘= -~
cultural revolution of the proletariat". ' Wiesl” ol 3
(Mao* Tse-tung: - "Bombard the Headquarters",.in: "Peking Revieu",
No. 33, 19675 ‘pe B)ar .ttt i s g laide:

This gave the national capitalist: faction headed-by. Liu Shao-chi
"yary deep and far-reaching influence"(as the propaganda organs %
of the counter-revolutionarics admitted) in their progressive struggle’ ‘¢
against .the counter-rovolution, resulting not merely in '"desparate
resistance" but "frenzied counter-attack". T

———— — i

* "Tho most important plot and scheme of the very small number

of ‘persons who stubbornly persist in the bourgeois reactionary
liné:is'to"incita-the masses to struggle against each other.
They have secrotly organised and manipulated some people and mass

" organisations, whom they have hoodwinked, to suppress the revolution,
protect themselves, and to provoke conflicts in which coorcion
and force are used in a vain attempt to create confusion. They
spread rumours, turnced black white and shiftod the blame for the
evil they had dono behind pooplo's backs on to the proletarian
rovolutionaries, labelling the latter with the 'bourgeois reactionary
line!'",
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" ("Carry tho Groat Proletarian Cultural Revolution through to the
an SR End", in: -"Renmin Ribao" (Pcople's Daily) citod in: "Peking Roviouw,
® © No. 1; 19673 p. 10). AR

"Somo of thosc scoundrecls have boen overthrown, but thoy still
stubbornly rofuse to admit their heinous crimos against the Party
and socialism. They soize ovory opportunity to hit out wildly
in a vengeful counter-attacke. « e

i In order to savo themsclves from immineont destruction they
invariably manipulatc and make use of a numbor of conservative
or roactionary organisations, mislecad a scction of the people and
wage desperate last-minutc struggles against the rovolutionary
forces. They come out into open, barc thoir fangs and do not evon
scruplo to lay thoir murdorous hands on prolotarian rovolutionarics".
("carry Rovolutionary Mass Criticism through to the End", in:
"Renmin Ribao" (People's Daily), cited in: "Pcking Rovicw", No. 31,
1967; “p. 6). ‘ '

oo Though the bourgoois hoadquartors has been stripped of its -
s organisational and administrative power, the pornicious in_f‘luanpe
of the bourgoois rcactionary linc pushed by them ovor a long
period is very deep and far-reaching. . .

Aro not thesce stubborn class cnemics still putting up a
desperato resistance and frenzied countor-attack?® .
:("Bombard the Bourgoois Headquarters”, in: "Renmin Ribao" .
(Pooplo's Daily), citod in: "Poking Roview", No. 33, 19673 - p. 10).

"There are now a handful of counter-revolutionarios who aro . .
bombarding the proletarian headquarters, creating dissension
and exploiting confusion", ' - '
® ¢ .(Yao Won-yuan: -“"Comments on Tao Chu's Two ‘Books", in: "Peking
. - Review'y No. 385 1967 p. 16). S0

The leading forcec in the resistanco td, énd countor-offonsiﬁd h
against, tho counter-rovolution was the industrial working clasgz and

=

widesproad protost strikes took place in the factorics.

This strike action developed in most arcas of China into armod
strugglo, and in many aroas army units disoboyed the orders. of EhSir
officers and eithor rofused to interveno or Jjoinod forces with
the working people in rosistance to the counter-revolutionarics. Not
unnaturally, comment was.scarco in tho ‘Propaganda organs of the

countor-revolutionarios: on -these mutinios within tho armed forcos:

"This countor-rovolutionary organisation has two aimss
ono is to underminc and split the leadorship of the Party's
Contral Committec headed by our great loader Chairman Mao
and the other is to undormine and split the main pillar of the
dictatorship of the proletariat, tho great Chinese Pcoplo's
Liberation Army". : 3
(Yao Won-yuan: "Commonts on Tao Chu's Two Books', in: '"Poking
Reviouw", No. 38, 1967; p. 16).

"Owing to the oextremo complexity of tho class struggle,
Y tho arduousnoss of the tasks and lack of exporionce; it is
incvitable that a fow loading mombers of the PLA units in some
placos sufferod from certain shortcomings or made certain
mistakes'. B
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("The Great Chinase PLA", in: "Hongqi" (Red Flag), cited in: "Peking
Roview", No. 36, 19673 p. 5).

"In certain places, some comrades in tho local army units ®
may commit tomporary mistakes in giving their support because of
the intricato and complox conditions of the class struggle'.

("On the Rovolutionary 'Throo-in-One' Combination", in: "Hongi"

(Red Flag), cited ins "Peking Revieu", No. 12, 1967; p. 16).

¥ "In case they (i.e., the commanders and soldicrs of the ®
army -- Ed.) supported the wrong side for a time, this should

be corrected promptly's

("warmly Respond to the Call to Support the Army and Cherish the

People', in “Hongqgi' (Red Flag), cited in: "Peking Roevieuw",

No. 19, 1967; p. 22)._

And even in the areas" mhero the counter revolutionary forces were
firmly in control -- such as Peking, under martial lau -- underground
opposition activity took place: =l

. "This counter-revolutlonary organisation dare not come out
...into the open. It has hidden itself underground in Peking for ®
" the last few months. UWe have as yet not fully identified most
.- i ~of.its members and-leaders. For they send their people out to

paste up broadsheets and paint slogans only in the silence of the

night".

(Yao Wen-yuan: op. cit.s p. 16).

The Victory of the Counter-~Revolution .

In the facc of this determlnad rosistance, the’ process of settlng
up countor-revolutlonary organs of power in the form of "revolutionary
committees" proceeded slowly, as follows: ®

January 14th, 1967:.:» * "~Shansi ° ’

January 25th, 1967: - = " Kweichow !

B -~ January 31st, 19673 Heilungkiang
February 25th, 1967: Shanghai munxcxpallty
. Mapch 2nd, 19673 Shantung

April. 20th, 1967: :* Peoking municipality v ™ ®

August 12th, 19673 Tsinghai ™ e aulh

November 1st, 1967:3° Inner Mongolia o '

Docember 6th, 1967: ‘Tiontsin municipality

January 5th, 19683 Kiangsi

... January 14th, 1968: . Ninghsia
. January 25th, 19683 - ¢ Kansu -

January 27th, 19683 Honan

February 3rd, 1968: Hopeh

Fobruary 5th, 19683 Hupch

February 21st, 1968: - Kwangtung -

March 6th, 19683 Kirin 3

March 23rd, 19685 --- - Kiangsu -~ -

March 24th, 1968: - .- Chekiang - - asfre

April 9th, 1968: . Hunan enle e

April 18th, 1968: Anhwei

May 1st, 1968:" . . Shaonsi:

‘May 10th, 1968: - - . Liaoning

May 31st, 196G8: - Szochwan )

August 13th, 1968:; °~ . - Yunnan - 4

Nugust 19th, 1968: . “Fukien

August 26th, 19683 Kwangsi

Scptombor 5th, 1968:* * Sinkiang ° 4

Tibet
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o On. September 7th, 1968 it was officially announced that tho "groat
proletarian cultural rcvolution" had been victorious throughout the
countrys

"Revolutionary committoes have now beon set up in all tho
provinces, municipalitics and autonomous regions of ‘the country
with the exception of Taiwan Provinco%.

("Long Live the All-Round Victory in the Groat Proletarian
Cultural Rovelution", in: "Peking Reviow', No. 37, 1968; p. 3).

"Now we can declarc that through repoatod struggles during
the past 20 months we have finally smashed the plot of the top
Party porsons in authority taking tho capitalist road -- counter-
revolutionary revisionists, ronegades, enemy agents and traitors,
headed by China's Khrushchov ~- to restore capitalism, and fulfilled
the great call issued by our great leader Chairman Mao".

(Chou En-Lai: Speech at Peking Rally, September 7th, 1968, ing
"Peking Revicw", No. 37, 19683 p. 6). s

By this time the majority of the former loadere of the Communist
Party had been eliminatod: -

"Of the 21-strong Political Bureau at the top, eight survive. . .
Of the 90 members of the Central Committes, no more than a third
are still active: Even worse at the lower levels: out of 270
provincial and regional Party secretaries . . , 38 only are active.
Of the six Central Committee bureaux governing all China only two
first Secretaries survive'.
("The Times", April 18th, 1968).

From October 13th to 31st, 1968, the Twelfth Session of the
"Contral Committec" of the Communist Party of China (the first since
1966) was held in Peking. 1t resolved to romove Liu 5hao—ch1 from all
his positions and to expel him from the Party, as “well as to hold a
Party Congress "at an appropriate time',.

The "reorganlsation" of the Communist Party -- the lower organs
of which had virtually ceased to exist during the "cultural revolution"
-- then began, with careful. screening to eliminate all but dedicated -
supporters of the faction headed by Maoc Tse-tung. Tho first Provincial
Party Committee of tho "reorganised" party was formed in November 1969.

In 1970 organs of the similarly "roorganised" Communist Youth
began to be reconstituted in the provinces.

Meanwhile the 9th Congross of the Communist Party had been held
in Peking from April™1st to 24th, 1969, under conditions of
strict secrocy. The only information released about the activities
of the congress was given in communiques. These recorded that the
main report had been given by Lin Piao; that tho congress had approved
a new Party Constitution naming Lin Piao as Mao's "close comrade-in-arms
and successor"; that a Central Committee of 170 members had been
elected; and that this, at its first meoting on April 28th, had
elected a Political Buresau of 21, headed by Mao Tse-tung as Chairman
and Lin Piao as Vice-Chairman, and containing a high proportion of
high-ranking officers -~ including ffarshal Yeh Thion-ying, Marshal
Chu Teh, Coloneol-General Hsu Shih-yu, General Chen Hsi-lien, Admiral
Li Tso-peng, Gensral Wu Fa-hsien, General Chiu Hui-tso, General

Huang Yung-sheng, General Hsich Fu-chih and Marshal Liu Po-cheng.
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with the victory of the "cultural revolution" and the establishment
of new organs of power, the ruling class alliance in China now
consisted of the pro-US ex-landlords and comprador capitalists,
represented politically by the faction headed by Mao Tse-tung.

A RAPPROCHEMENT WITH UNITED STATES IMPERIALISM WAS THUS THE
LOGICAL CONSEQUENCE OF THE VICTORY OF THE COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY
“CULTURAL REVOLUTION".

From 1969 onwards, thercfore, a rapid change took placé in the
attitude of the dominant section of the US imperialists towards the
People's Republic of China.

On February 25th, 1971 US President Richard Nixon told Congress:

“lJe are prepared to establish a dialogue with Pekinge. «
The Unitod States is prepared to sec tho People's Republic
of China play a constructive roloc in the family of nations'.

On July 15th, 1971 it was announcod in Washington that Nixon
had acceptod an invitation to visit China, and tho visit took place, 4
amid much publicity, from February 21st to 28th, 1972. In his

first speech in Peking Nixon put the nouw policy of the US imperialists

towards China plainly: '

“What brings us together is that we have common interests.
So lot us in these next five days start a long march
together".

The Attempted Coup of 1971

The victory of the pro-US ex-landlord and comprador capitalist
classes in the counter-revolutionary "cultural rovolution" had turned
back the clock of the national-domocratic revolution. The revolutionary
forces which had brought about the partial victory of the national- :
democratic revolution had suffered a sst-back, but they were far from
destroyed or permanently defeated. In the absence of a Marxist-
Leninist party of the working class, tho leadership of the national=-
democratic revolutionary forces lay, for the timo being, without ; (=Y
challenge in the hands of the national capitalists, who saw a possible
ally in their struggle in the most powerful rival to US imperialism,
Soviet neo-imper?alism.

The national capitalists sought, in tho first place; to build
up a chain of_gygggzﬁgggﬁ}p thergrggd forces and in the_gigher
ocholons of the roconstituted Communist Party.

The moves within the Central Committee of the Communist Party
to bring about a rapprochement with tho US imperialists -~ moves
which began in 1969 -- brought the contradictions within the
general staff of the armed forces and within the Central Committee
of the Party to a head. By 1970 the national capitalists had succecded
in winning over to their side none other than Mao's "close comrade-
in~-arms and successor', Lin Piao.

B
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At a meeting of the Central Committee of tho CPC hold in Lushan

® from August 23rd to September 6th, 1970 Lin Piao led an attack on
the faction headed by Mao Tse-tung for "betraying the cultural
revolution" by moving towards rapprochement with United States
imperialism, and was supported by 7 members of the Political Bureau:
Chen Po-ta (Mao's former sccrotary), Genoral Huang Yung-sheng
(the Chief of Staff), General Wu Fa-hsien, Admiral Li Tso-peng,

- General Chiu Hui-tso and Ysh Chun. The attack was successfully
beaton off ' by a maJorlty o? the Contral Commlttee.

In Narch 1974 the conspirators drow up’ "Document 571" whlch
delineatad plans to soize power in a military coup in which Mao
(referred to in tho document as "hot a truc Marxist-Loninist, but
P the greatest feoudal tyrant in Chinesec hlstnry") was to be assassinated.

. ———— . S—

The attempted coup was launchad, aftar_an intense propaganda campaign
eulogising Lin Piao, during the summer of -1971, on Scptember 8th, 1971.
It failod, and on Septembor 13th Lin fled by air to the Soviet Union
with some of his leading co-conspirators, being (according to the
& official account) k:.llod in an air crash in tho Peoplo s Ropublic of

Mongolia, TTTTTmmm T

From August 23rd to 28th, 1973 the 10th Congress of the Communist
Party was held. Tho main report was now given by Chou En-lai, the
congress resolving to expol Lin Piao (posthumously) and Chen Po-ta
from the Party, and revising the Party Constitution adopted in 1969
to romove reference to Lin Piao.

Among those elocted to the Central Committoe at this congress
was the former General Secretary, Teng Hsiao-ping, who had been a major
targot during the “cultural revolution" but had now "confessed his
orrors". Teng was made a Vice Preomicr and soon began to play a
prominent role in state affairs, particularly after the illness of
Premier Chou En-lai. :

S ¥ e

In January 1974 a propaganda campaign against the philosophy of
Confu01us (Kung Fu-tzu), which had been launched in the summer of.
® 1973, was llnkad with a propaganda campaign against Lin Plao._L

""The bourgeois careerist, conspirator, double-dealer,
roencgade and traitor Lin Piao was an out—and-out disciple of
Confucius".

("Carry the Struggle to Criticise Lin Piao and Confu01us through

to the End", in: "Peklng Revieu', No. 6, 1974: p. 5).

Foreign Po%}gy
The'main reoricentation in forcign policy of the Pooplo's -
Republic of China after the victory of tho pro-US ex-landlord and
comprador capitalist classcs -- that is, the rapprochement with-US
imperialism -- has alroady boon mentionod. Nixon's visit of ~—
February 1972 was followcd by visits by US Sccretary of State
Henry Kissinger in February and Novomber 1973.

Mrsklge.t Consequent upon this dovelopmont, tho Chinose government
established the closest relations with statos within the developing
US-dominated bloc, such as Pakistan and Romania. And in March
1973 d1plomat1c rolations woro ostablishod with fascist Spain.
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The_antagonism with the Soviot noo-impérialists -~ pursuing, .
since the call of Khrushchov an independent foreign policy, reached
necw heights, breaking out in 1969 into armed frontier clashes.

- —

The new regime has sought to make use of the "anti-imperialist"
image of "The Thought of Mao Tse-tung" to bring about sconomic,
political and military penctration into colonial-type ctountrics,

- — —

Among the moro lavish measures of financial "aid" to such countries
were loans of - " ' ok

£18 million to Pakistan in Dscembeor 19683
£70 million to Pakistan in tho summer of 1970;
£169 million to Tanzania in October 1970
© an unspecified amount to Albania in October 19703
an unspecified amount to Romania in November 19703
£9 million to Mauritania in April 1971;
£10 million to Ceylon in June 1971: .
£3 million to Ceylon in October 1971
£14 million to Sudan in December 1971;
£10 million to Guyana in April 19723
£17 million to Malta in April 1972
£17 million to Syria in May 1972;
£40 million to Somalia in May 19723
£24 million to Togo in September 1972; ' '
£3 million to the Malagasy Republic in January 19733
£20 million to Dahomey in January 19733
£5 million to Cameroon in March 1973;
£20 million to Chad in May 1973; and
£20 million to Senegal in November 1973.

Among the more ambitious schemes for technical "aid" to colonial-
type countries was the agreemont of 1970 to send 13,000 Chinese
technicians. to Tanzania and Zambia to assist in the construction
of a railway (financed by. China) -from the Zambia copper belt to
Tanzania. And schemes for military "aid" were typified by the..
agroement of April 1971 for Chinese officers to train the Congolese
army.

But whore the foreign policy requirements of the necw regime

made it necessary, the "anti-imperialist' mask of support for:
"rovolutionary movements of national liberation' was quickly dropped.
Among the distinguished foreign visitors fetod in Pcking were

General Ne Win of Burma (in August 1971), Emporer Haile Selassie

of Ethiopia (Since deposed) (in October 1971), General Sesc Mobutu

of Zaire (in January 1973), .and Tun Abdul Razak, Prime Minister of
Malaysia. (in May 1974). And whon in 1971 the national 1liberation
movoment of the Bongali poople came into conflict with-China's:

ally, the Pakistan military dictatorship headed by Yahya Khan, the .
Chinese governmqpﬁugpgg‘fpii-EUEE§?E‘EEf%h0 oppressors of the Bengali
peopls. N
} (For a full analysis of the lattor, see: “THE PAKISTANI REVOLUTION",
in "RED VANGUARD", No. 3, 1972).

In many countries the countor-rovolutionary Chinesc military
dictatorship has supportecd "lecft" revisionist parties and groups
calling themsolves "Marxist-Leninist® but basing themselves in fact
on the revisionist "Thought of Mao Tse-tung®.




Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021 Bill Bland Internet Archive
www.ml-today.com www.marxists.org

Uploaded 2021
85.

. In the developes capitalist countries those maoist partics and
& --groups have objectively served imperialism by diverting from the
cardinal task of building genuine Marxist-Loninist partics aspiring. .
rovolutionary socialists who have broken with right revisionism,
and by supporting diversionary movements such as spurious '"black
nationalism', "Scottish nationalism", "Welsh nationalism", ectc.

CONCLUSTON

WTHE THOUGHT OF MAO TSE-TUNG", AS IT DEVELOPED UP TO 1949,

FAR FROWM BEING "CREATIVE MARXISM-LENINISM", REPRESENTED A FORM OF
"LEFT" REVISIONISM. B )

THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA ESTABLISHED IN 1949, FAR FROM
.. - BEING A "SOCIALIST" STATE, WAS ONE IN WHICH NATIONAL CARITALIST
.7+ EXPLOITATION CONTINUED. A STATE IN WHICH THE NATIONAL CAPITALIST
© ' * CLASS SHARED ACTUAL POWER WITH THE PRO-US LANDLORDS AND CGMPRADUR
CAPITALISTS, WITH THE FORMER IN THE LEADING ROLE.

® L AS THE SPLIT IN THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA DEVELOPED IN THE
YEARS AFTER 1949, THE FACTION HEADED BY LIU SHAO-CHI CAME TO .

- ——

REPRESENT THE INTERESTS OF . THE NATIONAL CAPITAETSTS, WHILE THE

B

FACTION HEADED BY MAO TSE-TUNG CAME L REPRESENT NT THE INTERESTS OF THE
PRO-US EX LANDLORDS AND COMPRADOR CAPITALISTS.

- ——— —— . —— " — i —

- ” THE "GREAT PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVULUTION" LAUNCHED BY THE

. 4 v —— ————

g FACTION HEADED BY MAG TSE-TUNG IN 7966 WAS A COUNTER-REVOLUTION
® ON THE PART OF THE PRO-US EX-LANDLORDS AND COMPRADOR CAPITALISTS,

o-— o —

" BY WHICH THESE CLAGSES TURNEP"EPCK THE DEVELOPING NATIONAL- DENUCRATIC

- REVOLUTION LED BY THE NATTONML CAPTTALISTS AND ESTABLISHED THEIR -
. REPRESSIVE MILITARY DICTATORSHIP.

r ' - THE REVOLUTIONARY FORCES IN CHINA HAVE, AS A RESULT OF THE
° % 7 YICTORY OF THE "CULTURAL REVOLUTION" SUFFERED-A SEVERE SET-BACK, BUT
. * THEY HAVE NOT BEEN DESTROYED OR PERMANENTLY DEFEATED. - THE REVOLUTIONARY
PROCESS IN CHINA WILL CONTINUE TO DEVELOP. IN PRESENT.CIRCUMSTANCES .
THE REVIVAL OF THE NATIONAL~DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION CAN BE LED ONLY |
BY THE NATIONAL CAPITALISTS, LEADING TO THE ESTABLISHNENT OF A NATIONAL -
CAPITALIST STATE.

) BUT THE 0BJECTIVE INTERESTS OF THE CHINESE WORKING CLASS REQUIRE
2 %HE RECONSTITUTION OF A MARXIST-LENINIST PARTY, PURGED OF ALL
' REVISIONIST TRENDS, WHICH CAN LEAD THE WORKING CLASS TO WIN FROM THE ;
v —-NATIONAL CAPITALIST CLASS THE LEADING ROLE IN THE NATIUNAL-DENUCRATIC SORC
REVOLUTION AND SO TRANSFORM I7 WITHOUT INTERRUPTION INTO A BOCIALIST
- REVOLUTION WHICH WILL ESTABLISH THE POLITICAL POWER OF THE WORKINQ
) ® CLASS AND ENABLE IT TO CONSTRUCT A GENUINE -SOCIALIST SOCIETY.

» THE MAOIST PARTIES AND GROUPS WHICH EXIST IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES
: REPRESENT, NOT THE NUCLEI OF GENUINE MARXIST-LENINIST PARTIES, %
BUT "LEFT" REVISIONIST ORGANISATIONS WHICH OBJECTIVELY SERVE THE -
INTERESTS OF WORLD IMPERIALISM. THE BUILDING OF GENUINE MARXIST- -
LENINIST PARTIES, WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL IF THE WORKING CLASSYIN THE
- YARIOUS COUNTRIES IS TO MAKE SIGNIFICANT ADVANCES, THEREFORE REQUIRES
® " THE EXPOSURE NOT ONLY OF SOCIAL-DEMOCRACY AND THE RIGHT REVISIONISM OF )
" * THE BOVIET TYPE, BUT ALSO OF THE "LEFT" REVISIONISM OF "THE THOUGHT - -~ =~
OF MAD TSE-TUNG". :

—— . At . Tt W Bl S .
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APPENDIX
DISCUSSION IN INDIA

(An abridged version of the preceding report was given in the spring of 1975 Y
by a member of the Communist League at the University of Delhi, before an
audience consisting largely of maoist lecturers and students. Ve prlnt below

the questions and discussion which took place at that meeting).

QUESTION: The new Constitution. of the People's Republic of China, .adopted
this year, makes it clear that the bourgeoisie and private property in the
means of production have been abolished., How does the speaker reconcile ®
this fact with the picture he has presented? |

ANSVER: . The new;Constitution was not available in London before I left,
but I have no reason to doubt what you say. I would simgly say that a Con-
stitution is merely a piece of paper. As you know, the Constltutlon of India
states . o

INTERRUPTION: It is an insult to compare the Constitution of India with that
of the People's Republic ef China.

ANSWER: Vell, I have no wish to insult-anyone. Let us take the Constitut-
ion of the Soviet Unien. This says that Soviet society is "'sociglist"., Would
you therefore present that as prosf that the USSR is a socialist state? . . . @
Clearly, you would not! The abolition of the bourgeoisie and of private
property in the means of productlon is a fundamental social step of supreme
importance. Why ‘was this step -- if it has taken placé --'not been reported
at any of the Party congresses held since the "‘cultural revolution", befere
which it was clearly stated that the bourge0151e did exist. And I would
remind you that when Mao himself admitted that the Chinese bourgeoisie existed
and was exploztlng the worklng class, he yet described China as a "socialist"
society. J

I repeat therefore, that a Constltutlon is a plece of paper; it
presents the plcture of the state concerned which its drafters wish people te
believe; this picture may or may not correspond to reality. In many states,
including the Soviet Union and China, I suggest that it does nate 1

QUESTION: - If Mao is a revisionist, as the speakeJ alleges, who are the
Marxlst—Lenlnlsts in.China?

ANSWER:' '’ The- dlsruptlon of the 1nternatlona1 communlst movement brought
about by right revisionists of the type of ithrushchov and Dange, and the
further disruption brought about by "left'" revisionists of the type ef Man,
has left in most ‘Ccountries a mere handful of revolutionaries who remain loyal
to the principles of Marxism~Leninism. From these Marxist-Leninist nrganis-
ations have been formed in some countries, and will eventually be farmed in
all countries, which will develop into Marxist-Leninist parties. Whether

such a Marxist-~Leninist organisation exists at present .in China I do net knew;
if it does -- and it is historically imevitable that it w1ll -- then it is,
of course, compelled to operate clandestinely.

QUESTION:. . If, as the speaker says, Mao represents pro-US landlerds and
compradsr capltallsts, how was it.that Mao led the struggle agaznst US im-
perialism in' 1947-49?

ANSWER: .- +The picture drawn in the report, which I believe is fully in
accordance with the  facts, is- that in 1947-49 —~- and indeed later -~ the
Chinese state was dominated by a class alliance between the national beur=
eoisie and the pro-US landlords and comprador capitalists. The US imperial-
ists strove to bring about a coalition government between this class alliance
and their puppets, the Chiang Kai-shek clique, in which the latter wauld play
the dominant role. This aim was unacceptable not only to the national bour-
geoisie, but also te the pro-US landlords and comprador capitalists whe had
(unlike the Chiang Kai-shek clique) fought Japanese imperialism over many
years. It was this situation which led to the elimination of the Chiang Kai-
shek clique from the mainland of China.
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QUESTION: f%e speaker said that the exposure of Soviet reV151°!ﬁﬁEabld§h2
¥ Communist Party of China began only in 1960, after Mao had lost effective
leadership. It is true that the public exposure of Soviet revisionism began
in 1960, but the struggle against Soviet revisionism within the international
' communist movement began in 1957, when Mao was, according to the speaker, in
9 effective leadership of the party. I suggest that this shows how illogical

is the '"analysis!' made by the speaker.

ANSWER: The fact is that Mao Tse-tung personally and publicly supported
the 20th. Congress of the CPC in 1956, that the CPC delegation led by Mao
. : signed the international declaration of 1957 which put forward the prospect
of "peaceful,. parliamentary transition to socialism'’, that in 1959 the' CPC
publicly supported the revisionist attacks upon Stalin and defended the
Yugoslav revisionists as "good Communists'. I do not -accept that this line
-is one of fexposure of revisionism'.
A : That a qualitative change in the attltude of the Coemmunist Party
» of China towards Soviet revisionism took place after the removal of Mao from

effective leadership of the party is reflected in the fact that it was in .
June 1960, in Bucharest, that Khrushchov opened his offensive against the
CPC.,

QUESTION: Did I understand the speaker to be saying that the concept of the
" encirclement of the town from the countryside is a "revisionist’ concept?

® ANSWER: Yes. Marxist-Leninist principles call for the revolution to be
led by the working class, which is centred in the towns. The maoist concept
| of enci’rclement of the town from the countryside calls for the damping down
of the class struggle of the urban working class, calls for the working class
' to play a relatively pa351ve role, since it is to be 'liberatedi® from the
" countryside by an army composed overwhelmingly of peasants. But Marxist-
® Leninist principles hold that the peasantry cannot play the leading role in
the revolution; it can only either follow the lead of the national bourgeois-
ie or follow the lead of the working class. And if the working class is
.persuaded to abdicate struggle to gain the leading role, the peasantry can
only follow -- and so serve the interests of -- the national bourgeoisie.
| Yes; the strategy of the encirclement of the town from the countryside is a
r revisionist strategy, which serves the interests, not of the werking class
I

but of the national bourge0151e.

QUESTION. How does the Speaker env1sage the comlng into belng of a Marxist-
Leninist party in India? g : .

ANSWER ¢ The first step‘iS‘for”those who remain loyal to Marxist-Leninist
principles.to get together and form a Marxist-Leninist organisation, based
on democratic-centralist organisational principles. This will be the nucleus
of a Marxist-Leninist party. It will publlsh journals giving a clear Marxist-
Leninist.analysis of social development in India and the world. It -will
establish fraternal relations and hold discussions on common problems with
Marxist-Leninist organisatigns in other countries. Its members will work act-
) ively in those progressive mass organisations where the most politically

conscious workers are to be found, will seek to work in close collaboration
with them, to draw them into. study circles on Marxism-Leninism and draw them
into membership of the organisation.
I believe that members of the organlsatlon will feel the need, as

we in Britain do, of an international Marxist-Leninist organisation, and
when a minimum number of Marxist-Leninist organisations have come into ..
existence in various countries, I believe that they will feel it necessary
to set up a Marxist-Leninist International on the lines of the Communist
International. —

QUESTION: There are Marxist-Leninist groups which reject peaceful transition
but which base themselves on "lfao Tse-tung Thoughtis, How does the speaker
view such groups?

ANSWER : To reject peaceful transition and endorse the necess1ty of armed
struggle does not mean that one has necessarily rejected revisionism.

A revisionist ideolopgy which serves the interests of the national bourgeoisie
of a colonial-type country must endorse the necessity of armed struggle,
because. only by revolutionary armed struggle can ‘ti:2 national bourge0181e
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gain political power and proceed to build a national capitalist state in
which it exploits the working class on its own and does not have to sece the
lion's share of this exploitation going to some foreign imperialist power.

T would maintain that those who seek to build a Marxist-Leninist organisat- e
ion must have rejected all forms of revisionism, including ‘Mao Tse-tung
Thought'". Without that, whatcver they may succeed in building, it will not
be a Marxist-Leninist organisation.

QUESTION: I want to make four points:
firstly, .the speaker shows by his criticism of the policies of

Mav Tse-tung, that he is not a Marxist-Leninist but a dogmatist, that he
fails to understand the flexibility that Marxism-Leninism requires in

successful strategy and tactics; .
0. % secondly, the speaker fails to understand that the national bour-

geoisie can play a progressive role in colonial-type countries;
thirdly, in a semi-colonial country like China with a large
peasantry and a small working class, why cannot .the peasantry p ay the

- leading role? .
fourthly, the speaker proposes the formation of a new Marxist-

Leninist International. But the old Communist International made many mis-
takes and at times held back the revolutionary movement. Today conditions

in different countries are too diverse to permit a Marxist-~Lehinist Inter-
national to serve any useful purpose.

ANSWER: With regard to your first point, of course it is essential to
_be flexible in strategy and tactics, but this flexibility must be within
the framework of Marxist-Leninist principles or it becomes revisionism. It
is because ‘“The Thought of Mao Tse-tung’ departs from Marxist-Leninist prin-
ciples that I denounce it as revisionist. And it must be remembered that the
practice of all revisionists is to seek to excuse their departure from
Marxist~Leninist principles with terms like "flexibility' and to categorise
all who remain loyal to those principles as "dogmatists".

Vlith regard to your third peint, for example, Marxist-Leninist
principles hold that the peasantry, which is a rural petty-bourgecoisie,
cannot play a leading role ‘in the national-democratic revolution. This
Teading role can be taken only by the national bourgeoisie or by the working
class, and the peasantry can only follow the 'lecad of whichever of these classes
gains the predominant influence over it., If the leadership of the national-
democratic revolution is not taken by the working cless, then it must fall to
the national bourgeoisie, : A0 teas gl Bk s

Coming now to your second point, thercfore, the national bour-
geoisié can not only play a progressive role in a national-democratic revol-
ultion, it can play the leading role. But where it does so, as in China,
there is no possibility of the national-democratic revolution being trans-
formed into a socialist revolution. This can only be done when the working
class has won the leadership of the national-democratic revolution in a
process of class struggle which the revisionist ‘'Thought of Mao Tse-tung"
repudiates in the name of '"national unity". ,

- Finally, with regard to your fourth point: your statement is
equivalent to the revisionist line of "national roads to socialism' which
are so diverse in principle that an international Marxist-Leninist organis-
ation is impracticable. It was indeed precisely on this spurious pretext that
the revisionists dissolved the Communist International in 1943, But Marxist-
Leninists hold, on the other hand, that the principles of the strategy of
socialist revolution are of world-wide application, that the interests of the
workers of all lands are fundamentally the same, that the Marxist-Leninist
‘parties which will be formed in every state have much better opportunity of
‘correcting mistakes quickly if they participate in an international Marxist-
Leninist vanguard organisation whose members are drawn from all parties.
The "mistakes’’ made by the Communist International were for the most part not
mistakes at all, but perversions of Marxist-Leninist strategy and tactics
imposed on it by the revisionists who dominated it at various times. I believe
that a Marxist-Leninist International will be as essential to the development
of the world socialist revolution in the next period as Lenin considered it
to be in 1919.
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QUESTION: How does the speaker view the position of the AlbaniaHpPieadeg 3921
Labour, which supports the People's Republic of China?

ANSWER: As a party which has remained loyal to Marxist-Leninist principles
in its internal policy, which is constructing socialism in the People's
Republic of Albania, but one which has made a scrious mistake in its foreign
olicy in regarding the Communist Party of China as ''a Marxist-Leninist Party"
and the People's Reoublic of China as "a fratcrnal socialist state'. The
relations which have developed between the PRA and the PRC will, in our view,
eventually lead to a crisis within the APL. This crisis will be resolved
either by the APL exposing the revisionist character of the leadership of
the CPC, just as it formerly led the way in exposing the revisionist character
of the leadership of the CPSU, or by the APL lcadership falling into the hands
of revisionists ~- in which case the APL will ccase to be a Marxist-Leninist
Party and the PRA will eventually cease to be a socialist state. Until and
unless the situation is resolved in the latter way, we regard it as the
cardinal duty of every socialist to give all possible supportto the People's
Republic of Albania as, at the moment, the world's only socialist statec.

QUESTION: If Mao was, as the speaker says, a supporter of Soviet revisionism,
how does he explain the criticism by the Chinese government of Soviet revis-
ionism in relation to Cuba at the time of the missiles crisis?

ANSWER: The Cuba missiles crisis took place in 1962, at a time when Mao,
~according to his own‘testimony during the ‘'cultural revolution'", had been
removed from effective leadership of the CPC.

QUESTION: The speaker implies that, since the "'cultural revolution®, the
Chinese leadership has made concessions of principlle to imperialism. I know
of none, Can the speaker give any examples.

ANSWER: The Chinese government was almost alone in refraining from with-
drawing its diplomatic representatives from Chile after the US-inspired
counter-revolutionary coup there, recognising the military dictatorship
immediately.

Again, the Chinese government gave full support to the pro-US
military dictatorship in Pakistan when it tried to suppress the national-
liberation movenent of the Bengali people.

INTERRUPTION: We do not recognise Fengal as a nation!

ANSWER: But Bengal has all the characteristics which Marxist-Leninists
recognise as constituting a nation, and the movement for autonomy -~ later
independence -~ from Pakistan was undoubtedly a genuine movement of national
liberation led by the national bourgeoisie. One has to choose here between
accepting Marxist-Leninist principles on the national question and rejecting
those principles in order to follow the line of the Chinese revisionists.

However, if you are dissatisfied with that example, let me give
another, The Chinese government is giving full support to the Shaikh of Oman,
who is waging with the help of British imperialist forces a war with the aim
of destroying the national liberation movement of the Omani people. Is this

) the principled policy of "anti-imperialists", of "Marxist-Leninistsi'?

QUESTION: If Stalin could make an alliance with British and French imperial-
ism,at the timc of the Second World War, why is it necessarily wrong for Mao
to make an alliance with US imperialism?

ANSWER: At the time when the Soviet government sought to bring about a
collective security alliance with British and French imperialism in the
period prior to the outbreal of World War II, the imperialist powers of the
world were divided into two groups. One group, with a high preductive
capacity and limited markets and sc¢mrces of raw materials, was relatively .
aggressive, in that it had a pressing economic need to redivide the world
to its advantage: these powers were the Axis powers of Germany and Japan.
Another group, with lower productive capacity and extensive markets and
spheres of influence, was relatively peaceful, having more interest in main-
taining the world status quo than in changing it: these povers were Britain
and France.

The Soviet policy of attempting to prevent aggression by the Axis
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powers by.establishing- a collective security alliance with these relatively
peaceful imperialist powers was a principled one in these circumstances.

d The alliance with British imperialism came into being at a time
when British imperialism was already at war with Germany and after Germany
had attacked the Soviet Union. The result of this alliance was the defeat
of these relatively aggressive imperialist powers, Germany and Japan, the
securing of the socialist state from external destruction, the establishment
of the People's Democracies in Eastern Europe and the victory of the national=-

democratic revolution in China. ;
Can it seriously be suggested that today US imperialism is a

"relatively peaceful" imperialist power comparable to Britain in 1938-9?
On the contrary,. the United States is the most apgressive imperialist power
in the world, which. is. interfering -~ militarily or through its intelligence
organs -- in every corner of the globe. There can be no principled reasong
--“'such as the aim of maintaining world peace, which could induce Marxist-
~“Leninists to ally a state under their leadership with US imperialism in the
present period. '
-QUSSTION: Do y'u see any resemblance between the attitude of the CPC under

Mao's leadership towards the Kuomintang and the attitude of the Communist
Party of India under Dange's leadership towards Congress?

Yoo

ANSVWER: . I am only on a brief visit to your country and would not presume
to analyse the political situation here in any depth. Clearly, however, there
is a resemblance in so far as both the CPC and the CPC are both objectively
serving the interests of a section of the landlords and comprador bourgeoiste
dependent upon a foreign imperialist power, In the case of China, howeveg,
this imperialist power is the United States, while in the casc of India it
is the Soviet Union. % : S :
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