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In this pamphlet we print separately the introduction to the CL
publication "Revisionism in Italy - Part 1 : to 1922". °
The report covers the history of Italy, from the standpoint of
the working class, from the beginning of the national-democratic -
revolution in the 1840's to the installation of the fascist
government, headed by Benito Mussolini, in 1922.
®
®
"It is our glory and our pride that we prevented the outbreak
of the revolution which the extremists desired". PY

(Ludovici D' Aragona, Secretary of the Italian General Confederation
of Labour, 1922, cited in: Gaetano Salvemini: "The Fascist Dictator- ~
ship in Italy"; London 1928; p.30-31).
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A The Nature of Fascism

For many years Marxist-Leninists accepted the definition of fascism made
by the 13th.Plemum of the Executive Committee of the Communist International

in December 1933: ) : :

"Fascism is the open,terrorist dictatorship of the most reaction-
; . ary, most chauvinist and most imperialist elements of finance
) " -capital., Fascism tries to secure a mass basis for monopolist capital
~ ~ among the petty bourgeoisie,. . .also trying to penetrate the working
class". . ; By
- (Theses on Fascism, the War Danger and the Tasks of the Communist
- -‘Parties; 13th Plenum ECCI, in J.Degras (Ed.): "The Communist Inter-
* national:1919-1943; Documents", Volume 3;0xford,1965;p.296).

This definition is of value’'in distinguishing a fascist dictatorship from
~ & military dictatorship representing the interests of the same reactionary

class or classes, in that a fascist dictatorship makes use of an organised
social bage, particularly among the petty bourgeoisie.

At the same time, it must be rememberéd that this definition was made at
a time when the Communist International was 'already dominated by concealed
revisionist elements pursuing a left-sectarian tactical line, and was
: - confirmed by the 7th Congress of the CI in 1935, by which time the revisione
-~...1ist leaders had partially thrown off their mask. : - g
"+~ In considering this definition when drawing up its Theses on the Anti-
Fascist United Front in late 1974, the Communist League was forced to note
that fascist dictatorships had been installed not only in countries, such as
Italy and Germany, where finance capitalism (imperialism) dominated, but also
“in certain countries, such as Spain and Portugal, where finance capitalism
did not yet exist, where the capitalist revolution had not yet been completed
where political power lay in the hands of laigd landowners and compradoud
capitalists, and where the dictatorship was directed as much ainst the
tio capitalists and their revolutionary movement as against the worki
class. D -

For this reason the Communist League defined fascism more Broadlx than had
been done by the ECCI, as :

TR ". « the open terrorist dictatorship of a reactionary ruling class,
exercised through a fascist political party having a mass base. . .
Fascism seeks to build its mass base primarily among the petty-
bourgeoisie and lumpen-proletariat, but extended as far as possible
into the working clags proper and its organisations". .
(Communist League: Theses on the Anti-Fascist United Front, in: "COMbat"
March 1975; p.30). : R o

Even, however, when finance capitalist (imperialist) countries alone are
considered, this definition differs from that of the ECCI. The latter presents
fasciem as the dictatorship of "certain elements" of finance capital, namely,

n

» « othe most reactionary,most chauvinist and most imperialist elements
off finance cepital". ‘ '

: | From the ECCI definition, therefore, it would follow that there are "other
elements" of finance capital — "less reactionary, less chauvinist and less
imperialist" elements <~ whose interests are not represented by the fascist

dictatorship and who form a social base'objectivelx opposed te fascism,

But the attempt to impose a fascist dictatorship is made -- as will be
discussed later —- when the " arlismentcry dembérdtis® form of nonopoly - -
capitalist state can no longer function in the interests of monopoly capital.
At this time, therefore, the replacement of "parliamentary democracy" by a

. fascist déctatorship is, objectively in the interests of the cchrtaligt class

as_a whole,
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Indeed, if "parliamentary democracy" can no honger function in the interests
monopoly capltal once this had developed, it can no longer make capitalist ¢
society itself operate effectively. Although there are contradictions between

+ " monopoly capital and non-monopoly capital, non-monopoly capitalists have a common
interest wbth monopoly capitalists in maintaining the effective operation of
capitalist society. A% this time, therefore, the replacement of "parliament—

ary democracy" by a fascist dictatorship is,. og]ectlvelx, in the interests of
the capitalist class as a whole.

v 2 Of course, there are different levels of polltlcal conc1ousness among capital-
.1sts, as there are among workers -- although the differentials are-far less among
the former than among the latter. Naturally, the more politically perceptive
- capitalists will realize the need, for them, for a fa801st dlctatOrshlp earlier
" than their less perceptive colleagues; who may cllng “to faith' .in, "parliamentary
. - democracy" after the former have become well aware that their objective interests
> “reéquire its gbolition..Certainly, ‘it.is necessary for the anti-fascist movement
to B ke advantage tactically of any "anti-fascist" sentimernts among capitalists
for as long as.these sentiments persist. But sooner or later reality forces sub-
Jectxve 111u81ons ta be. cast offy,. and it ‘would be the height of foolishness for
i theantl-fa301st movement ‘to base.’ its.strategy on capitalists whose subjective
political ‘conciousness lags temporarily behind their rwal interests. Strategically,
- the basis--of an.anti-fascist united front must be those classes whoge objective
interests are adversely’ affected by. fascism : the working class, the _urban and

rural -petty bour e01s;e, “and e1ements of s001alrclasses belonglgg t0 racial and
pational minorities. : o

. Of course, in e CNOBOLE ﬁ“ﬁ:t&&j&f coantry fhe etate - whether 1t takes the
form, of "parliasmentsiy demor wracy' or.a fasciet dictatorship —~ represents the
interests of the morovoiv capitalist class, .rather than those of the capitalist
class as a whole. But it does not represent the interests. ~only of "certain

'elements" within monopo_w cee‘zal as the ECCI deflnltlon would have 1t.

Hence, the Communlst Leapue def1nes f3301sm as :
._. the Open terrorlst d¢ctatorsh1p of_a reactlonary rullng class"

' and 1n the .case .of a: mgggggly ogpltallst countgz, thls s the monopolz capltalrgf
_class as a whole SOl N e L o 2 ;

T ﬁesiefenre to Fascism in Italy - : s

The resistance of the Itallan working class to- fasc1sm was made especlally
difficult- by-a-riomber of factors: : A

Firstly, fascism in 1920--22 was a-new 1nternat16nal phenomenon’ and many people
. were decieved by its demagogic "anti--capitalist" propaganda into believing its
claims" to be a "revolutionary" movement —- claims which were lent colour to by
the adherence o fascism of many "revolutionary"" anarcho~syndlcallsts.

; Secondly, there existed no Marxist-Leninist party, following a scientific
strategy and tactics and with mass influenge among the working class, which
could mobilise the class forces, against whose interests fascism was directed,
* into the only chamnel capable of euccessfully resisting the. fasc1st ‘of fensive -
the ant1-fasc1st t united front. g

. The Open and concealed reformist leaders of the Itallan Socialist Party
“advised the party's members and supporters not to participate in organlsed resis—
tance to fascism, but to "ignore" it -- advice repeated almost word for word by
the leaders of the Social-Democratic Party of Germany in the early 1930'8 and by
. the leaders of the Brltlsh Labour Party today.

“ uat
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The Communist.Party of Italy was formed only in Jamuary 1921 and had been
2 unable to win 31gn1f1can mass influence among the working class before the coup
* of "October 1922.-. -Although urged by the Communist International, of which the
party was a sectlon, to form a united front against fascism, the party was led
- at this time by a_left-sectarian group headed by Amadep Bordiga which categorl—-

S ————

piks cally rgaected these correct tactlcs. To the leadershlp of the CPI.

. 1)"par11amentary democrac Ly and fascism were both forms" of the dictator-
ship of monopoly capital, and a revolutionary party had "no interest in defending
the democratic rlghts .and liberties possessed by the working vlass under’ the
former; the task of &: “revolutionary party Was"not to defend but to destroy“
parliementary democracy, }

' 2)soclal-democracy, as manlfested 1n the organlsatlons of the Itallan
Socialist Party and the General Confederation of Labour, was "the main enemy" of
the working class, and.fascism should be re51sted by directing the worklgg class
Qgg;nst soclal—democracx ,Q“ . GE feeit

"3) u _ggted front tactics were "opportunist" and to be §trogglx opgosed as
'“dlversmon" .from the struggle for soclallst revolut10n° ”.sz't .

4) where an organlsation ‘of re51stanoe to fascism based on united front
tactics sprang up spontaneously (1ike the "People's Commandos" formed in July
1921), this must be denounced as a "non~-revolutionary" organlsatlon and members
of the party forbidden to join it. -

In. the circumstances pertaining in‘Italy in 1921-22, it is. clear that success-
ful resistance to fascism by the working clasg was 1m20581ble.7 -

" The circumstances in which: the attempt by German monopoly to 1mpose a fasclst
= dlctatorshlp ten years later was similarly successful will be dealt with in a
separate report. What must be noted Here however, is that: by this. time the leader-
. ship of the Communist International ‘was in the hands.of concealed revisionists
" who imposed on .the Communist Party of Germany preclsely ‘those left-sectarian
tactics which had been adopted by the Communist Party of :Italy in.1921-22 and which
" had-contributed to the vmctory of fa301sm 1n Italy at that tlme. .

. The Mgtives for theggmposition of Fascism
— o e e . a 3 .. .

: Marx1stEen1nlsm holds—that the "normal" form of state In a capltallst country
o5k <o, 1s that of “parllamentary democracy": 3 .'fff“, .

'-t*;‘ u'The loglcal form of bourgeois domlnatlon is preclsely the democratlc
republic",
(F.Engels: Letter to Edward Bernsteln,t“xarch 24th.,1884 in: K Harx‘&: F.
Engels: "Selected Correspondence"; London; 1934, P. 435)

The Communist League 8 Theses on the Antl-Fasclst Unlted Front, therefore,
correctly declare that, in a monopoly capitalist. country,

- ". . the attempt by monopoly capital to ‘impose a faéciéffdfctéttrship
will be made at a time when . . "parliamentary democracy" . . (has
become) an unsuitable form of state power for monopoly capital".

-4 :The.Theses 1mply, however, that "parliamentary democracy" becomes an unsuitable
form of state power for monopoly capital as a result.of.

=Tt o .M, .- the development of the movement for socialist revointion, led by
a Marxist-Leninist Party of the working class".

. The report which follows makes it clear that this formulation is only partly
corredt, makes it clear that "parliamentary democracy" may - become an unsuitablem
form of state pouver for monopoly capital for.reasons other than the development

of the ;evolutlogggx sociallgt movement.

TR e
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The theory that fascism was brought to power in Italy as a "preventive measure"
directed gga1nst the "threat" of socialist revolution was a feature of fascist
propaganda, One of the earliest books on Italian fasdism, by Luigi Fabbri (Bologna;
1922) was entitled "La contro-rivoluzione preventiva' (The Preventive Counter—
Revolution). BEven before the fascist coup of October 1922, Librero Tancredi told
an election meeting in Turin on.Apr11 15th., 1921 that the fascist "Combat Groups"
had arisen because of

", . the violence of the. Soc1allst and Communlst Partdes, whlch wished to

destroy the values of the vietorious nation and provoke revolution", ‘i

(L.Tancredi: Speech. of Aprll 15th., 1921, clted in: ‘M. Clark: "The Fallure
of Revolution in Italy: 1919-1920"; Read1ng"~1973r-p.26)

Thsi theory was repeated by r1ght—w1gg 3001al—democrats . In a speech in Mllan
on September 10th., 1922, Camlllo Prampolini.-

". . concluded that if the act1v1ty‘of hlmself and of hlS comrades had
failed to prevent the onset of bourgeois reaction, the responsibility lies
only with the supporters of revolutlon and of the dictatorship of the.

it letariat". SR SHIE
(€5 Pr?mpollnl H Speech of Séptember 10th., 1922, cited 1n : M.Clark :
p. 26 :

i yies

“Mhe large-scale backing of. the fascist movement by Itallan Blg;BMQ;ness and
its state began in October. 1920. The process of brlnglng'tO'power:a fasc1st govern-

ment was accomplished in three stages: _-Hfﬁ-.:~;; a0 :
firstly, using the fasc1st apparatus of force — with arms and offlcers pro-
vided by the army, and with the connivance of the _police —— to weaken the organ~ -
.1satlons of the worklgg class and peasantry; Sy —
B secondly, transfo the fascist movement into a "res ectable" olitical par .

and bringing it — through membership of the "National Bloc" headed by Prime
Minister Giovanni Giolitti, “the- 013:Fox" — into the framework of "parliamentary

democracy" 'and o 1 YR s Feov s ‘.

thirdly, through a~comb1natlon of the processes of stages one and two, brlgglgg
about, through the: "March on Rome": of October 1922, the egtablishment. of a govern—
ment domlnated by'.-the fascists which would proceed to replace "parllamentagz
democracy" by ‘an open totalitarian dictatorship.

Was thls large-scale backing of the fascist movement by Italian Blg Bus1ness in
October 1920 -~ October 1922 the result of a "threat" of soc1allst revolutlon ?

In answering this question it must be noted : :

Firstly, that the large—scale backing of the fascist movement by Italian Big
Business began*('in October 1920 ) after the Italian working class had suffered
a serious defeat (the sell-out of the o occupation of the factories, in September
1920} which had left the whole working class significantly demoralised:

"The workers' movement emerged from the struggle enervated and disillusioned"
(G, de Rosa : "Storia del partito popolare" Hlstory of the Popular Party);
Bari; 1958;ip.-144), : ,

Secondly, ‘the defeat was followed by a'serious decline in the strength of all
. workers' organigations. .

Thlrdly, ‘the trade union movement continued to be led by ob3ectrvely counter-
revolutlonary elements; .

~ Fourthly, the Italain- SOClallst Party continued to be led by obaectlvely counter-
revolutionary elements; and .
Fifthly, the Communist Party of Italy -- which might have been the vanguard

P

-~
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party of the working class -- was formed only in 1921 ; its influence within the
working class was small; and it was led by left-sectarian elements, headed by
Amadeo Bordiga, incapable of winning for the party mass 1nf1uence among the working
class. :

Clearly, if "parliamehtary democracy" could no longer function in Italy in
© 1920-22 in the interests of monopoly capital, it was not because of the"threat"
of socialist revolution.

Mussollnl hlmself admi ts this., Already in December 1920 he was writing of:

", the death-rattle of Italian bolshev1sm, which is mortally stricken".
(B. Mussolini: Article in "The People of Italy", December 31st., 1920,
- cited in: C. Seton-Watson : "Italy from Liberalism to Fascism: ,1870-1925";
London; 1967; p. 576). : :
On July 2nd., 1921 he wrote y {“-.- : ' o e SR

SET % . 9T WDG maintain that the bolshevmk danger still ex1sts in Italy 13 ‘to mistake

fear for reallty.,Bolshev1sm -has been conquered".

(B.Mussolini:, Article in:"The People of" Italy" July 2nd., 1921, cited
T 1bld., p..576)

And on July 12—13th.,lt921 he told the Netlonal Councll of the f8801st "Combat
Groups"..

- S p
i

: S 3 81 2 . :
: "It is radiculous atzthe present time to talk as 1f the Italian worklng
,-.class were heading :for 'bolshevism, You all know that the state of mind of
) g e - the worklng clasSes'lé fundementally dlfferent from what it. was two years
N . ago". - K ¢

i kB Mussollni AderSS +6" National Council, Combat Groups, July 12—13th.,
-1921, clted in z:"A, Rossi"-:(A. Tasca):- "The RlsE‘Ef'Itallan Fascism'
1918-1922"",Londonu_1938, p..142).—~---- S T T

e tisne o - B i T M S S TS
: -l

Perhaps, threfere;-the*targe-scale backlng of the fasclst movenent by Itallan

} Blg Business-in 1920~22 . was not because "parliamentary democracy"; could no longer
function in the interests of monopoly capxtal. Perhaps 1ts motives were purely

psxchologlcal -—-as. Angelo Taeca suggests 8

"The occupathn of the factorlee gave the bourgeoisie a psychologlcal
shock, which. explalns thezr fury and ‘guided’ their succesive steps. The
sense of property. and. the authorlty -of the.andustrléllsts ‘was hit; evicted
from thuir factor;es, thoy saw. work, gozng ‘on, ‘for Petier or*for worse,
in their absence. o ,(”L,,Dﬂ _______
, .- e o« After a fewldaya'of bittérness-and” uncertﬁiﬁty urlng whlch their
- iR T feellng was a deep grudge against-@iolitti; who'had failed to back
. them up' and had forced control of their industries on them by-:decree,
. - .. , . their reaction took the form of a fight. to the.death agaxnst the%worklng
~> »i --:class and the 'liberal' state. lo: ® Wy e
i The factories were-haunhted by evil splrlts whlch must be. exorclsed. .
i oo - The evil spiritsivere td" b% exorclsed by direct and violent actlon,
‘_the-hour of faccismhad ‘coméd . ', #1
. iy The industrialists and‘Yandowners were livld w1th rage and ready for
anyth:.ng, willing to Belltheilr Souls for revenge. The bloodshed and -the
-flres which were to destrdy‘the'bfflces of'hundreds of worklng—class
‘and socialist organlsations and the homes of 'red' and even, 'white' workers
.seemed to- them the ritual of an atoncment ceremony, .necessary to purify
the violated temple of property".
( A. Rossi" (A. Tasca)' "The Rise of- Itallan Fascism 1918&1922?},London;
4938. g8 eo ,81,82), . : “ it w3

o . X ) 3 S a !

sofae Sew T (RS

. « it ¢ 5 : T
v Tyt 54 QR SRR & s " .

wpezgy w0l w0 £ okl
- et Lot W
OIS |.',|..(':-'. Fogstd

f
e



Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021 Bill Bland Internet Archive

www.ml-today.com www.marxists.org
6. Uploaded 2021 X
But Marxist-Leninists understand that the ideas which motivate people to take .

a certain course of action do not arise by chance, out of the thin air; these

ddeas reflect reality. And when members of the monopoly capitalist class have

ideas sufficiently in common to motivate them to try to change the whole super-

. structure of society, then these ideas reflect, not a mere whim, but a conviction
i ‘that thelr fundamental 1nterests requ1re such a change._

i%d'“"‘ Tascay in the' passage cited above, hlnts at .this when he. refers to the anger
of the monopoly capitalists that, during the occupation of the factories, the
"parllamentary democratic" state had failed to protect their property.
ﬁut gnger, and thirst for revenge, are sentlments which are soon d1331pated.
To carry through thecarefully planned, long—term process of - replaclng "parliamen-
tary democracy" ( the "normal" form of state under capltallsm) by a fascist 1
‘dictatorship;  the decisive strata of monopoly .capital had to be convinced that

this failure was not an isolated ogcurence, unlikely to be repeated, but was

11kely to be an 1ntolerab1e feature of Itallan Ocletv for a long tlme to come,

'L-‘"Parlmamentary democrady" canxfunctlon effectlvely in the enterests of mon-
opoly capital only when: P e TAE o byees
firstly, the trade union bureaucrats can control the mass of the workers, can
damp down militancy and prevent this from manlfestlng itself 1n ways ‘which
“¥eiigeriougly-affect the profitability of monopoly capitaly and.r::: .. -i-
secondly, when political:parties serving the iinterests of: monopoly capital
“-dnd operating within the framewsrk of: "parllamentary democracy" retaln the.
support of the masses of working people. ot

~riv " Both these conditions had ceased to operate in Italy in 1920, and their failure
to operate increased over 1920-22. % e il

- F7 h”?_ Flrstly, the reformist bureacrats in thé leadership of the trade union movement
had failed.to prevent the militancy of the ‘workers from manlfestlng itself in
September 1920 in a large-scale occupation 'of the factories which had caused very :

ii:;8ignificant loss of profits to monopoly capital. True, these same bureaucrats —
An, Qongunctlon with the leaders of the Italian Socialist Party -- has succeeded
‘in selling’ out the occupation and in securing a return to normal working with only
minor concessions from the industrialists. But this sell-out itself had gravely
i tiweakened the-trade union structure. appropriate to "parl1amentary democracy".
= .wi-Sooner ‘or: later:the workers would: throw off their dispiritedness, and:then:these
v-trade union ledders would be even'less llkely than in 1920 to be able to-damp
down this militancy. te b . R, Y

Secondly, the-Italian .Socialist Party, the principal party representlng the
., “interets of monopoly capital with mass.influence. -among the ‘'working class, was in
- proc¢ess=of disintegration. Its open and concealed: reformist leaders:had part101~
«“pated:in- the sell=out:of the accupation of the factorieg, and:s0-had shared in
the loss of confidence among the workers suffered by -the; trade union bureaucrats.
“:And after thé breakaway'of the left=-wing. to form:the Communist Paxty of Italy in
+ 1921, the'party which'they led was-l}ittle .more than a discredited : rump, declining
: rapldly in membershlp -and.: 1nf1uence. j»«;.rq n.ﬁﬁul P st

‘As Antonio Grams01, who later became 1eader of the Communlst Party of Italy,
“p01nted out 1n October 1920

- "We-are already seelng the decomp031t10n of the Popular Party. o
Day by day, with devastating speed, the Soelallst Party disintegrates
‘and: collapses'.* .
(A:Gramsci: "The Communist Party in: "The New Order“ October 9th.,
1920, :in: "Letters from Prison, Political Hlstory and Conference Papers",
~' ‘Part'2; Edinburgh; 1974; p. 113,114).

From this he diew the conclusion that "

“M"Capitalism. ,~ i no;longer has 8 politlcal party.whose ;demlogy . « Secures
the continuance of a legal state on a broad: basge o0 vy

.
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"The political power of capitalism can.realize itself today only in a
" military coup d' etat and the attempt to rivet an iron natlonallst
dictatorship". = Y ;

( "A. Gramsci: ibid.; p.-113) 2 S8 ,f:” “"’.V“V“ i

, Gramscl s analysis was confirmed in a statement by the Prefect of
Florence in May: 1921: !

T
"There is such a " continuous ‘breakaway from the partles that both the PSI
< and the communlsts and the unions, will lose, 90%- of their members, and. .
w111 be left with such a small number that: they‘w111 no longer be able
-0 dé:. anythlng" B At e L AT RSt
(The Prefect of Florence: Statement of March 1921, cited in M.N.Clark:
"The Failure of. Revolution in Italy' 1919-20"; Rending; 1973; p.24)

Today, of course, the revisionist: Itallan Communist Party ‘has effectively
replaced the Italian Socialist Party as-a party objectively serving the interests
of monopoly capital, appealing to.and supported by the mass of the working class.
-But this development was, “in, 1920-22, too far in the future to be of use to 2

ﬂ;monopoly capltal. : S

.....

I gllan monogoly gapltal were correct in drawing’ the conclu31on that "parlrament—

democracy" could no longer be operated effectIVel in-their interests, and
that they must therefore trv to replace it bv what Gram301 calls "an iron

-

nationalist dlctatorshlp z sin Bk g ’ B
Aot gpa v

The Italian experlence of 1920-22 bears out - the Communlst League s Theses on
the Anti-Fascist Unlted'Front when they state that,rln aAmonopoly capltallst
s country, i ::-,:_f_,;:. B i

: e

M the"attempt by monopoly capltal to 1mpose a'fhscist dlctatorshlp

" will be made at a time when ... ' parliamentary demoeracy' . . (has become)
an unsuitable form of state power for monopoly capltal"

)
(Al

ﬁf’,f: It does not, however, bear out. the implication made in the Theses that . ‘.
Gev @i parllamentary democracy" becomes-an unsuitable form of state power for monopoly
' o d capltal only as a result of (L__ .

", . the development of the movement for socialist revolution, led by
a:Marxist-Leninist Party of the worklng class".

It establishes that ' parllamentary democracz" may become an unsuitable form of

‘state power for monopoly capltal for reasons other than the "threat" of socialist

revolutlog,

It establlshee that, in thls respect the Theses on the Antl—Fa901st Unlted
Front requlre revision.

The Threat of Fascism in Britain

s The conclu31on of the last paragraph has important ;gpllcatlons for the British
-2if working class. S

There is no "threat" of SOClallst revolutlon in Brltaln in the near future.

& Nb matter what: the level of spontaneous militancy which might develop in the
. British worklng class in the next period, this could not develop into a "threat"
‘of socialistirevolution in the absence of a vanguard Mgg;;st—Lenlnlst Party.
Such a party will be built, but its construction cannot be brought about overnight.
Basing itself on the implication made in the Theses on the Anti-Fascist United
Front that "parliamentary democracy" becomes an unsuitable form of state power for



Marxism-Leninism Currents Today, 2021 Bill Bland Internet Archive

www.ml-today.com : www.marxists.org
Uploaded 2021 %
8. ;
monopoly capital only as a result of v

". « the development of the movement for socialist revolution, led by
a Marxist-Leninist Party of the working class",
(Commnist League: "Theses on the Anti-Fascist Uni ted Front". )

the Communist League has tended “to assume that there was llttle llkellhood of
British finance capital promoting backing on a large-scale a f3501et movement in
the near future, with the aim of replacing "parllamentary democracy“ in Britain
by a fascist dictatorship. .. .

_ The research embodied in the study of ' the Italian experience  of 1920-22 makes

:n:it ‘necessary, as has been said, to revise this implication of the Theses, and so

- to revise the assumption that there is llttle danger of a serious fascist offensive
in’ Brltaln in ‘the near future. -» ... -

In this connectlon it must be noted that the reformists in the leadershlp of
the trade union movement were unable to damp down the militancy of a section of
the working class in' 1974 which' defeated the. attemp of the Conservatlve Government
to impose wage restraint. 7 . r:

The Labour Government was. brought into office, through the manlpulatlon of
"parliamentary democracy" by monopoly capltal and 'has succéeded, in cooperation

¢+ .with ‘the.reactionary leadershlp of the Trade Unlon Congress, in, for the: moment,
duping-a majority of the workers into acceptlng wage restralnt‘under the false
cloak of "combattlng inflation".

.But the economic weakness of British monOpoly capltallsm, and 1ts need to

_m_the.czeatlon annually of huge quantities- of " new- money --.have compelled the

Labouyi Government to. begin ‘the imp081t10n-of a-programme of slashing state

expenditure in field which are riot detrimental'-te monoply capital, that 1s,

particularly in the fields of ‘the social services (althongh these . w111 contlnue

to be paid for by the working: ‘class). And -they are suppogted in this programme,

in the name of' the infamous "social contract", by -those same reactlonary leaders
~ of the trade union movement.

..This eell—dut by the leaders of the Labour Party and .the trade unlons must,
of course, in the long ‘Tun seriously undermine the confidence which the mass of
workers have, up ‘to’ thé present, retained in these leaders as "representatives of
their interests" --:just as the sell-out of the occupation of the factories in J
7"Italy in<1920 seriously undermlned the confidence of the mass of the Italian
workers in the leaders of the Socialist Party and the General Confederatlon of
Labour. S T s

One temporagy solution for British monopoly capital's problem in this
: ..~ respect would be the formation of a new "left-wing" social-democratic party —
‘"‘“"'based “on~the revisionist .Commnist Party of Great Britain, broadened, perhaps,
5% by the- inclusion-of :the .M eft-wing" of the labour party and some sections of the
trotskyite movement —- which could replace the ‘discredited Labour-Party within .
the framework of "parliamentary democracy", just as the revisionist Italian
Communist Party has replaced the discredited- Ttalian Soc1a131t Party within the
framework of Italian "parliamentary democracy". i

But already —- and particularly since March of this year -- certain sections
of monopoly capital are backing an alternative solution: the fagcist movement.

“2lE.. . The rise in unemployment and the cuts already made in the social services
have increased the possibility of building up already inculcated racial pre-
. -rJudices among the white majority of the population into an organised .r movement
" ""to lay the blame for ‘the growing evils of decaying capitalism at. the door of
the black mlnorlty of the population. =~ TTTTTT
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. Already in February the BBC screened a film made by the "British Campaign to
Stop Immigration":(a cover for ‘the fascist National Front) which was, in
violation-of- the raceirelations act, nothing more than a’ tirade of racialist
..~ £ilth which .openly -boosted the National Front. And despite widespread protests
-+ and action in the courts, they insisted: dn"sc‘:;'eé:pihg ‘the film a second time.
- On May 4th. the" "yellow" press gave front-pagedp;iminencqvtq the story of
.. & homeless immigrant family who,-at no-wish of ‘their own,'had been accomodated
by the local welfare authority*in:é-"luxpry hotel.. "SCANDAL OF THE CGOO-},-KEIEEK
IMMIGRANTS", screamed: the headlinés "of."The Sun" » following this up next;day
with "ROV GROWS OVER £600 HOTEL BILLS: ANOTHER 4,000 ON THE WAY", and on May
6th. with "ANOTHER 20,000 ASIANS ARE -ON THE ,TVAY§ ‘A STORM OVER T#O-WIFE MIGRANTS!
The:"Daily Mail" joined in the campaign with:the headliné: "WE WANT NORE MONEY',
* SAY-THE £600-A-WEEK ASIANS", the "Daily Telegraph! with "MIGRANIS.'HERE JUST
2. FOR THE WELFARE HANDOUTS'". TULU e o nagiidee F. g

e .

But racially predjudiced reporting of the. "case™ was not confined to the
"yellow" press. When, having served their purpose, the bewildered family was
- bundled out of the hotel iinto a receptionvcentre“made out of a converted work-
- house and were attacked by white residenits’of’the ‘centre, "The Guardian" of
May 9th, featured the story under the headline "{\SIAI\"S RILED NEIGHBOURS".

sdoreeive 1% is worthy of note that the presence of the family in the hotel had been
~- " known to the press for five wecks before the story was featured -— two days
before the local. elections took place on May 6th. In those elections the fascist
National Party ( a breakauway, from the older National Front secking to divorce
itself frqm the nazi associations of the latter)-polled in Blackburn 8,315
votes (11% of the poll in those wards where they stood: candidates) ard gained
} two seats on the council, . . S s e g R a

~ On May 23rd. 1,000 anti-fascist demonstrators weré preeted with abuse by
v large numbers of Blackburn people, while a smaller National Party demonstration
, Which followed was applauded and cheered. As Bill Ward y North-West Organiser of
i . the Commnist Party, expressed it: y
=% . "The atmosphere in the.town is terrifying. Blackburn is fast’ bécoming
el the Alabama 'of thiscountry". - T e ‘.' s ‘ 5
~tr "7 (B.Ward., Statement reported in "Morning Star",May- 24th.,1976;p.5).
On May 24th. Enoch Powell followed up his earlier "rivers of blood" speeches
by a new tirade in which he spoke of :areaé’ where white people "lived in terror"
of "black criminals", and "warned" that, "the. speatre of guns" would soon make

~¥

~ Belfast~"an enviable plate" in which to live.: ;.- e i:gue | S
i THe press gave "due" prominence .to Powellfe;épeech;under_the headlines of
7% "BNOCH! 5. SHOCKER!: ( "The- Sun®'}* *TMUIGRANTS "= HOW: BRITAIN' IS. DECIEVED" . (Daily

Mail) and "IMMIGRAND:: RACKET EEAK" (Daily Express”) - A
gﬁwfwuﬁ_Aquokesmég for the National Front was more than Jjustified in saying that

B S SR T}
A2 &

i "+ . newspaper publicity was probably ‘its greatest ally". . '
(National Front spokesman,cited in: "The Observer",July 17th.,1976;p3)

On June 24th. a parliamentary by-election took place in Rotherham,. where s
... untik: the. National- Front began~its ‘eléction campaign 5,000 black immigrants had
i iiblived peacefully.with''their 80,000; white neighbours., When the campaign .commenced

i thie: NP had-onl¥:-4wo ‘members in Rotherham; but with the aid of coachloads of
fascists brought in from other areas, and of the post office who duly delivered
30,000 racist leaflets for the party free of charge, the NF polled 1,696 votes
(6% of the poll), while the Labour vote dropped from 25,874 in October 1974 to
14,351.

On July 1st. a council by-election took place in the Deptford ward of the
London borough of Léwisham. Here the National Party and the National Front both
stood candidates, who between them obtained 44.5 of the poll —- compared with

3
o the Labour Party's 43.5%.
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The organised campaign to stimulate racism —- as a preparation for the .
_organised rise of fascism — has been accompanied, of course, by outbreaks of
' racial violence. In the two weeks -of ‘the National Party's local election

campaign in Blackburn in Aprll/May, there were more than 30 attacks on'black
people or their property. In May two Asian students were the v1ct1ms of racial
murder in East London, and in June a young ‘asian 1n SOuthall. . F :

There could, of course, "be no more dangerous 1llu31on than to belleve that,
once decisive strata of monopoly capltal have opted for fascism, that the
state -- the instrument of monopoly capxtal — could prov1de ‘some - form of
Tesistance to fa501sm.'“ . . 1 : v_id

On June 20Qth. the . TV programme "Thls Week" revealed that members of the
fascist para-military organisation "Column 88" had been ‘allowed offlclally to
become a unit of the territorial army, and were r901ev1ng mllltagx tralnlgg
the use:of sophisticated weapons. s

In the past ten years, despite the upsurge of racxst propaganda, there have
been no more than a dozen prosecutions under the existing legislation, and most
of” these were dlsmlssed by the courts. Even in the most blatant -case yet of
deflance of thé Race Relations Act, that ‘of the Leamlngton fanatic Robert Relf,

'who was sent to prison for refusing to take down'‘'a racist motice in his garden,
the press attampted to present him as ‘a’ "martyr“ and "the victim ‘of bureaucratic

. intolerance",and he was released from prison after a few weeks, without "purglng
his contempt2, on:"health grounds".

The new "strengthened" Race-Relations . B;ll now passing through Parllament
prohibits the-refusal .of membership in clubs tn people on account of their, .-

colour, but it.rejects, iin the name of "freedom:of expre331on" -the prohlbltlon <

of written incitements:to.racist violence.. - o ‘
On June 24th.-Home Secretary Roy Jenkins reaected demands for the bannlng of

the fascist National Front in the name of B N O - e

" "« « free speech and civil-liberties"! .
S (R. Jenklns'Statement of June 24th.,1976, 1n."Morn1ng Star" June 25th }

* *hnd on July 27th. he' appealed on TV to people o’ "1gnore" fascist provoL™
cations -- his call being followed on the BBC by the allotment ‘of 5 'mimites
peak viewing time to National Front leader John Tyndall to call for:the deport-
atlon of black re51dents from Britain! e wE g weafe e i§
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Conclu51on

—«A sectlon of Brltlsh monopoly capltal ~- as yet only a sectlon - has ,
reached the:conclusion.that,. by.reason of ‘the factors outlined in.the previous
section, "parliamentary democracy"-is likely, in:the-next few years, to become
inoperable in Britain in.the interests of monopoly. capital.

The threat of an attempt by monopoly.-capital to.impose a fascist dlctatorshlp
is not, therefore, one whiéh.will. become:a reality only when the revolutionary
socialist movement:in Brltaln, led by A Marxxst—Lenlnnst Party, .has become a
"threat" to monopoly capltal

wlees., i enm, IF?

The task of " bulldlgg an antl—fascmst uni ted front, which alone can defeat the
attampt to impose.a- fascist dlctatorshlp,ﬁls thus an urgent one. It is one which

must be carried. out now, alongside.that of building a new Marx1st-Len1nlst Party.
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