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pipeline’

While the government claims that unemployment is decreasing, the
d-le queue is the rea11ty faced by workers in many parts of

Britain.

South Wales 1is being hit by pit closures and this has

been accompanied by a further contraction of the Hoover plant in

Merthyr Tydfil.
Merthyr Tydfil,

in the heart of the industrial

valleys of South

Wales, lost a third of its manufacturing jobs between 1979 and

1965 ard has an unemployment

rate well above the national
average. Hoover is now the
biggest employer, with 1950

workers., The workforce has
already shrunk from nearly 6,000
fifteen years ago. Another
125  redundancies have been
arnnounced, with more on the
way.

The area has been harder hit
because just down the road 1in
Aterfan, the Merthyr Vale pit
is to close with a loss of 526

Jobs. 28 years ago, 116
children died 1in Aberfan when
a slag tip collapsed on the
school. The mine which took

the Tives of the children of
Aterfan is now to close, taking
away the Tivelihoods of its
people.

"JOBS IN THE PIPELINE"?

Two other colleries are closing
in the South Wales Coalfield,
Trelewis Drift and Oakdale,
with a combined Tloss of 1050
jobs. Welsh Secretary, Peter

‘miners there. In 1985,

Walker, who

claims to be a

saviour bringing empToyment
to the wvalleys, has reacted
tuo criticism by saying: "There

are masses of jobs in the
pipeline." Merthyr workers
are unlikely to draw much com-
fort from this when they find
the average factory wage outside
Hoovers is £70 a week. In
Merthyr, Walker's Development
Agency has spent money on a
ski-run and is building a golf
course, a business park and
new hotels. None of these
projects are likely to employ
many redundant miners and
ergineering workers.

1984-85 MINERS' STRIKE

Outside Wales, British Coal
in  particular Tleads the way
in destroying jobs. This is
tiie implementation of the strat-
egy which the miners fought

in the strike of 1984-85, even-
tually crushed by the combined
fcrces of the state. The NUM
rightly saw what the government
intended. 0f 220,000 employed
in 1984, only 90,000 miners
now remain.

British Coal have determined
tu close Betteshanger Colliery
in Kent. Once there were 7,500
there
ware 1,200 and that has already
been reduced to 600. A1l 600
now face redundancy following
manoeuvring by British Coal
to avoid an appeal to the review
procedure.

In the strike, the Kent miners,
like the Welsh, were among the
mast militant. More miners
were  sacked at Betteshanger
than from any other pit. Like
the miners as a whole, the Kent
miners were defeated as much
by the changing world economy
as by the power of the bosses.
Trat does not mean that their
fight was in vain, or that they
ware wrong to fight. Far from
it. The industrial struggle
for Jjobs and wages must con-
tinue. But it must be combined
with a clear political objective
of the eventual overthrow of
the present economic system.
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SOLIDARITY TAKES POWER

Twenty one years after Soviet
tarks rolled into Czechoslovakia

to put an end to ‘'liberal
reforms'  there, the first 'non-
Communist' gcvernment in

Eastern Europe since the Second

Werld War, was officially in-
aligurated when Tadeusz
Mazowiecki was elected Prime
Minister of Poland in August.
Orly eight years ago, in 1981,
martial law was imposed in
Poland, to crack down on
Selidarity, which was only
founded nine years ago in the
shipyards of Gdansk.

Tadeusz  Mazowiecki has been
adviser to Lech Walesa since
thie early days of Solidarity

ar” editor of its paper. Under

martial taw, -he was imprisoned
fur one year. But he has been
active in Catholic opposition

circles since the fifties.
FAST-MOVING EVENTS

Events have moved fast. Adam
Michnik, leading member  of
Srlidarity, wrote in  July:

n

Solidarity faces decisions
which at the beginning of June
did not cross anybody's mind.
And no-one knows what is still
to come."

The so-called 'Communist Party'
- the Polish United Workers'
Party (PUWP) - that has ruled
Psland for forty years planned
to incorporate Solidarity into
the government after the June
etections, with the aim of giv-
ing the government a popular
face, but without giving
Selidarity real power. However,
its plans went adrift as a
result  of  its  overwhelming
d-feat at the polls, and more
recently because of the defec-
tion to Solidarity of its trad-
itional allies of the United
Pzasant Party and Democratic
Party. It is also clear that
important  consultations  have
taken place with both the Soviet
Urnion and  Catholic  Church.
The Soviet Union has indicated
that, within certain Tlimits,
it will not interfere in events
ir Poland.  The unpopular PUWP
has been left high and dry.

The dramatic
atliances and
opening up in
hiappening against a
of a deepening economic crisis.

ECONOMIC CRISIS

The Tast act of the Rakowski
(PUWP)} government was to scrap
fcod subsidies, leading to a
three- or four-fold increase
in prices in August. One West-
ern Jjournalist calculated that
a rough comparison relating
ecrnings and prices would mean
that a worker here would be
paying £20 for a pound of pork
chops and £40 for a pound of
steak.

new political
possibilities
Poland are

thie interior in the hands of
the PUWP.
Wrat are Marxist-Leninists to
‘make of these events, which
are clearly inter-related with
a complex pattern of change
both in Eastern Europe and in

backdrop

Inflation was already running
at over 100 per cent and
Solidarity economists have pre-
dicted that it may rise as high
as 400 per cent next year.

Rising prices had led to
numerous strikes throughout
the country this summer, demand-
ing a Solidarity-led government.

The price of food is only one,

though important, sign  of
Poland's economic crisis. One
of the major questions to be
tackled will be Poland's
massive foreign debt of $39
billion.

A change of government will

d- little to change thse harsh
economic realities overnight.
In addition, the powers of the
new government are circumscribed
by Solidarity's commitment not
to challenge the status quo
as far as the Warsaw Pact is
concerned and to leave the
ministries of defence and of

the Soviet Union itself? What
are we to make of Solidarity
itself, for which there is no
neat definition in a Marxist
textbook?

Adam Michnik described the com-
plex nature of Solidarity as:
"Solidarity is a movement of
struggle for national identity,
but also for the emancipation
of the working world.... Solid-
arity is an attempt to provide
a Polish answer to the challenge
of the last decade of our
century. It is a trade union
but also a citizens' movement
which will be the lever of demo-

cratic change..... Solidarity
is neither right-wing nor Teft-
wing. Perhaps it 1is on both

the right and the left. For

Solidarity is new."

It is difficult to predict how
Solidarity in power will carry
or the traditions of Solidarity
in opposition, or even whether
it will remain one organisation.

But it is clear that we should
not mourn the passing of the
oid revisionist order as the
end of socialism 1in Poland.
What has ended was a repressive
regime that operated under the
banner of socialism. The new
order 1in Poland may not be
sccialist either. But it opens
the way for change in a situa-
tion where bourgeois democracy
represents progress, compared
with the long-discredited reign
of the PUWP.
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LETTERS

Dear Editor,

I am writing te make some
comments on last issue's article
'We Stand by the Chinese
People's Revolution'.

Like many others who have in
the past been inspired by the
Chinese Revolution, the supp-
ression of the democracy move-
mant came as a terrible shock.
As a friend of China since 1949,
ard for most of the time an
acmirer of the Chinese Communist
Psrty, the gunning down of un-

armed civilians was all but
untelievable. Never 1in all
the troubles of the Cultural
Rzvolution did the state and

the party leadership use tanks
against the people. It was
tuo much. For some time I have
had doubts about the competence
and direction of the Deng
leadership. Now these doubts
have been changed into the
c=rtainty that Deng and Li Peng
have betrayed the  Chinese
revolution.

CONTRADICTIONS UNDER SOCIALISM

Since at no time did the
students, workers and inte-
1lectuals demand the overthrow
of the socialist system, why
was the leadership so terrified
by demands for open debate,
for accountability, for an end
to corruption by top officials?
Hsd they got too much too hide?
A iree press was demanded but
nct a capitalist-owned press.
Wry was that so frightening
to the leadership? It seems
to me that the movement started
basically as a contradiction
among the people. But the
leadership saw it as a contra-
diction between enemies. Per-
hips the whole episode is yet
another example of the Chinese
leadership's failure to emerge
frrom the ancient Chinese auth-
oritarian principle, where you
have one leader who is virtually
infallible. This was suggested
in the very interesting state-
ment made by the four student
leaders, which was printed in
'The %ndependent' in  June.

Anything less counter-
revolutionary than this state-
ment would be hard to imagine.
In it, the students pleaded
for a new relationship between
the people and the government
based not on the need to "smash"
tiie other side into dust, but
on an open admission that the
givernment  had made  serious
mistakes and was willing to
resign to allow others to take
their place. Discussion, honest
debate, conciliation were
advocated. The ruthless exer-
cise of power over others was
a feudal trait no longer relev-
art to the co-operative tasks
of building socialism. Mao
discussed the dangers of
"commandism" but this is seldom
mentioned today.

1 agree with nearly all of the
article 'We Stand By the Chinese
People's Revolution' and think
it is an excellent contribution.

0ane can be certain that if the
students, workers and intell-
ectuals had been demanding the
overthrow of the Chinese Comm-
urist Party, the Western media
who were roaming all over the
place, would have made the most
of 1it. But, with a few excep-
tions, they could not find these
d-mands. The demand was for
a dialogue, for a free press
ard for open discussion of major
issues.

MULTI-PARTY SYSTEM?

My only disagreement with the
article is for a remark right
at the end, advocating the right

to establish '"new parties".
The Chinese  students  them-
selves rarely mentioned this

as a demand. They did ask for
the right of the masses to form
tkeir own grassroots organis-
ations, e.g. an elected student
union, elected trade unions,
sccieties concerned with the
environment, etc. The estab-
lishment of political parties
wruld, in my view, exacerbate
divisions in society. They
usually reflect different class
interests. Is this necessary

or desirable? Pressure groups
Yes. But parties trying to
get elected to power? Who would
set them up? Who would decide
arcess to the media? The masses
should be encouraged to super-
vise the Communist Party and
to pres it to reform itself.
0f course, if the Party has
totally degenerated, that is
another story. For a socialist
seciety where the Tlong-term
and basic interests of all the
people should be one, starting
separate parties could be very
hazardous, in my view.

SANCTIONS AGAINST CHINA?

The events in  China are
terrible enough, especially
as we expect so much more from
Cnina. A1l the same, one needs
tu keep a sense of proportion.
In many parts of the world there
are murderous regimes where
far worse massacres take place
but where media interest is
small. For example, the British
grvernment has given  huge
credits to Irag, which is busy
murdering the Kurds with poison
gss. The Soviet Union has given
vast amounts of military aid,
including napaim, which is being

uzed  against civilians in
Eritrea. Mrs Thatcher is pre-
psring a vred carpet welcome

to the President of E1 Salvador

representing a regime that
hes murdered thousands of its
civilians as part of a deliber-
ate campaign of terror. Accord-
ing to 'The Observer' on 23rd
July, 1989: "D'Aubisson has
been told that Conservative
Party headquarters will promote
ARENA's entry to the Conserv-
ative International Democratic
Union".

A cemand that sanctions should
be applied against China only
is curiously lop-sided. And
while the British government
gives aid and credits to such
regimes, it is in no position
to lecture China about human
rights.

A Brighton Reader

On 22nd August, 1989, Huey P.
Newton, co-founder of the Black
Panther Party, died of gqunshot
-wounds in Oakland, California,
aged 47.

Huey Newton was the self-taught

son of a Louisiana share-
cropper. At college in
Oakland, he and Bobby Seale
drew up the famous 10-Point

Programme of the Black Panther

Party for Self-Defence. The
main focus of their practice
was community control of the

police through defence of the
black community from police
brutality. Panther patrols
went on the streets of Qakland,
among them Huey with a shotgun
in one hand and a law book in
the other, and they combined
surveillance of the police with
education of the people about
their rights.

In October 1967, the police
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framed Huey on a charge of
murdering a cop. A massive
campaign to 'Free Huey' was
launched. A conviction of vol-

untary manslaughter was over-
turned on appeal and, after
two re-trials ended in hung
juries, Huey was eventually

released.

But during his years
the Black Panther

been smashed by a massive FBI
operation during which many
Panthers were murdered. Years

in jail,

later, Huey exposed this FBI
campaign  thoroughly in his
doctoral thesis ‘War Against

the Panthers'.

Huey Newton was one of the fore-
most heroes of the Black
Liberation Struggle, an exponent
of Black Power ideology in the
tradition of Malcolm X. The
10-Point  Programme
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Party had-

( HUEY P NEWTON - A BLACK HERO (1942 -1989) @

demands to fulfil the needs
of the black people, for
employment, housing, education,
exemption from military service,

and end to police brutality,
freedom for black prisoners,
trial by black Jjuries. But

its revolutionary essence 1is
summed up in its first and last
points:

"1.  We want freedom. We want
power to determine the destiny
of our black community."

"10. We want
housing, education,
justice and peace. And as our
major political objective, a
United Nations supervised pleb-
iscite to be held throughout
the black colony in which only
black colonial subjects will
be able to participate, for
the purpose of determining the
will of the black people as

land, bread,
clothing,

contained to their national destiny.”
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"STANDING OUR GROUND

CLASS STRUGGLE CORRESPONDENT

A rzcent survey by the journal
Labour Research showed that
nearly 2,000 directors in
Britain were paid over £100,000
a year. The figures include
one director who received over
£2 million a year; five who
were paid between £1 million
and £2 million; thirty six who
were paid between £500,000 and
£1 million and 441 who were
paid between £200,000 and
£500,000.

Some directors have been getting
pay rises in six figure sums.
41 executives got a pay increase
of £100,000 or more in their
last annual pay packet.

Labour Research also reports
that: "Chancellor Lawson has
been very generous to top
executives. His  taxation
charges increased directors'
take-home pay by 26% last year..
In his Tatest Budget there was
again a plus for the top paid
in the way bonuses are taxed.."

ON STRIKE

Ma2anwhile, the summer has seen
several disputes over pay and
conditions by workers who are
not so well-paid. Some groups
did not have to go on strike.
The government announced a pay
award to police of 9.2% and
engineers at British Airways
won a 15% increase due to a
shortage of skilled labour.

Over the Tlast two months, one

important industrial struggle
has been lost and two others
won.

In July, the abolition of the

Dock Labour Scheme went through
Parliament and the dock strike,
Tong delayed by legal wrangles,
finally began. The dockers

by over a third of the regist-
ered workforce and sackings
of key stewards at militant
ports such as Tilbury.

Dockers at Southampton have
predicted the return ,of casual
labour on the docks:

"Men used to fight each other
for work when the Queen Mary

docked. It was 1like a dog
kennel," said one Southampton
docker, describing the old
system. Another predicted:
"They'11 get them through the
agency and pay them peanuts.”

Employment Minister, Norman
Fowler, had not surprisingly,
a different view. He said:

"With the abolition of the Dock
Labour Scheme, the most import-
ant obstacle to modernisation
of our ports has been removed."

GAME, SET AND MATCH

The government is not so happy
about the outcome of the rail-
way strike. One senior minister
commented: "It's game, set
and match to Jimmy Knapp."

British Rail attempted to launch
a MacGregor-type propaganda
campaign to persuade railwaymen

to break the strike so that
scab trains could be filmed
running "as normal". Although

some men crossed picket lines,
the campaign failed to break

the strike. More importantly,
all the polls showed public
sympathy to be with the
strikers.

After the series of one-day
strikes, the National \Union
of Railwaymen (NUR) accepted
the 8.8% offer. It was agreed
that negotiations would take

place
bargaining,
other issue in the strike.

later over national pay
which had been the

Y

and the drivers on

AND TSSA,
Loandon Underground have
settled their dispute
the employers.

The third important dispute
was between the local author-
ity employers and NALGO, the
union  representing a varied
group of mainly white-collar
staff working in local govern-
mznt. As in the rail dispute,
the strike was over the issue
of national terms and conditions
as much as a pay rise to match
inflation and help the low-paid.
After a series of one-, two-
and three-day strikes in July,
NALGO adopted a strategy of
pulling out key staff only in
August. We dinclude below an
interview with a NALGO member
from Bradford.

also
with

AUTUMN OF DISCONTENT?

take on the dockers, they were
clearly not prepared for the
d=termination and unity of local
government and railway workers.

With inflation running at over
8% and two clear victories hav-
ing- been won, the autumn will

see more industrial trouble.
Ore million manual workers in
Tocal government are due for

talks over pay in September
and the CFSEU which represents
14 unions 1in engineering is
pitting in a claim for a 35-
hour  week. It 1is preparing
to hold a ballot and is already
raising a levy from its members.
Ambulance drivers have already
turned down an offer of 6.5%.

In the meantime, toxic waste
has become an issue of concern.
Both workers and employers at

ware defeated by a combination . T*lbury and Liverpool have

of the legal delays, redundancy Wrile the employers and govern-  refused to handle cargoes of

payments which were accepted The other rail unions, ASLEF ~ mant had carefully planned to  toxic PCB's destined for "re-
EC— ————= ==

THE SUMMER
OF DISCONTEN T
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ReChem at

cycling" by

Pontypool. Residents of the
area Jjoined with dockers to
make sure that the poisonous
chemicals were not unloaded
at Liverpool. Two cargoes,

brth from Canada, have now been
turned back.

Ori 16th August,
depot in Leeds stopped work
when they ‘found that drums
labelled "non-dangerous slurry"
contained highly toxic waste
which came from a firm, FMC,
in Baltimore for ‘“recycling"
here.

men at a rail

It is clear that on a wide range
of issues, from pay and con-
ditions to health matters,
warkers are no longer prepared
to et things go on. There
is a rising tide of anger and
fightback.

It'sbeengoodto all work together witha common aim-

ment workers
air dedl for the
in our ﬁg ht for -
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CS: Were you surprised at the
announcement on 11th August
that NALGO had won the strike?

NALGO Member: There was a bit
of movement  early on, after
tine first one-day strike, in
the northern councils who wanted
to withdraw the strings and

offer about 8% as the pay rise.

What surprised me was that once
an offer had been made, the

union accepted it straight away.
II was quite disappointed that

they didn't hold out for another
week or so, because all this
is going to happen again next
year. We should have tried
to get some guarantee from the

ermployers that they wouldn't
try it again.
But it dis a definite victory.

It shows that the NALGO strategy
of pulling out strategic
workers, like those in finance
and the Poll Tax, worked.

CS: Do you think this was a
key to the victory?

NALGO Member: Poll Tax would
have been 1in a right mess if
the action had continued. It
would have also affected the

payment of wages to the manual
workers in the council, which
could've caused a 1ot of dis-
ruption.

CS.  What sort of support was
there for the strike at the
beginning of the action?

NALGO Member: From what I could

gau,-, support in Bradford for
the strike actually grew as
the action progressed. I expec-
ted it to die off initially.

In my sector, we had to work
really hard to get people out
for the first day. Some people
actually left the union. That
being said, about 60% of the
workers were out on the first
day and it grew, and in the
end, some of the most stubborn
places were actually out.

CS: When I went around picket
lines, many had the 'low pay,
no way' posters up. Some of
the pickets said "We shouldn't
highlight pay, it's the cond-
itions which are more
important". What did you feel?

NALGO Member: I think in general

that was true. But the issue
of Tow pay has been boiling
for a few years. The union

has been trying to get the 12%
or £1200 rise for a number of
years now.

This offer does do something,
though not enough, for the Tow-
paid members of NALGO.

I think low pay was an issue,
and a lot of people were angry

about it. But I think they
felt that if the dissue of con-
ditions of work and of de-
centralised bargaining  were

not tackled now, there was no
way that the dissue of low pay
would be addressed in the
future.

CS: Talking specifically about
Bradford, do you think the

action against Bradford Céuﬁéi]

last October strengthened the
basis for this latest action?

NALGO Member: Yes, I think
SO, One of the things we
siressed at workplace meetings
was that if we lost centralised
bargaining, we would have to
bargain  directly with the
council, and there is no way
wa'd get anything out of the
Brsdford Tories.  Probably not
out of Labour either, because
their past record isn't very
good! So we had to win as
Bradford people, as well as
nationally.

Also, a Tot of people had taken
action for the first time on
October 25th. Many learnt from
that action and they saw that
they won then, and they could
win again.

.CS: Do you think there will

be problems in the future with
Jjob cuts because NALGO workers
have not been "flexible" as

the management wanted?

NALGO Member: The Tories will
use it as an excuse, and will
say they will have to make x
number of redundancies. They
have already said in Bradford

that they want to make 5,000
Jjob cuts in five years. So,
they'11 probably just try to
bring those cuts forward a bit.
This might be more difficult
for . NALGO. We might have
problems if we had to try and
get strategic workers out again.

Bt then we can say "We won
in October. We won this summer.
If we stand our ground, we can

win again!" If we think ahead,
there are local elections next
May and the Tories wouldn't

want problems around that time.
It's quite 1likely that they
could Tose in those elections,
because  they're not exactly
pcpular at the moment! If the
Tories win, we could see
problems again.

CS: What about the wider issues
of this strike, as it was part
of the "summer of discontent"?

NALGO Member: It was a point
w2 were making during meetings,
for example, we had speakers
from the NUR, who were fighting
for similar things din terms
0¥ work conditions and pay.
We tried to stress that this
was an overall strategy by the
gecvernment, not just aimed at
us. I think it gave people
a bit of a boost when the
railwaymen won halfway through
our campaign.

CS: Do you think NALGO has
to be more vigilant now as the
government will obviously keep
chipping away at terms and
conditions? )

NALGO Member: I hope that NALGO
doesn't get wrapped up in this
'wait and see', new realist
type of approach. You know,
"Let's wait and see what happens
when Labour get into power"!

We definitely didn't push that
line, because Labour has a lot
to answer for in terms of the
position many workers find
themselves in now.

CS: Do you feel the positive
aspect of this action has been
that many people have seen that
they can win, even in a hostile
climate, if they stick together?

NALGO Member: It's been posit-
ive because people in NALGO
work 1in many different sectors,
in computers, education, field
work, etc. and it's been good

to all work together with a
common aim. It has continued
to build a unity that began

with the October action. That
is, perhaps, the most positive
impact of this strike.

3



- ——
—

Women top of

the agenda...

In the summer of 1989, the RCL
h:1d its tourth Congress. The
main questions for discussion
wore relating to work in this
country, in  particular the
question of women's Tiberation
ard the struggle for socialism.

Wz  «lso resolved some long-
standing questions about the
relation  between class and
national struggle within

Eagland and the need to build
a nulti-national communist party
bssed in both the working class
ard the national minority
people.

The Congress also discussed
the question of recent events
in  th2 People's Republic of
China. A resolution was passed
condemning the actions of the
army and government in supp-
ressing with armed violence,
the student movement for demo-
cracy and against corruption.

The RCL is already committed
to giving priority to study
and struggle over some inter-
nitional questions in the next
p=riod. In particular, we need
to Took at recent events 1in
Chrina in the context of the
changes in economic and polit-
ical lines over the last ten
years, and the effects of the
‘open door' policy  within
China.

We also need to study the sit-
uation in the Soviet Union and
tastern  Europe. As  'Class
Struggle' goes to press, we
arve seeing a 'Solidarity' gov-
ernment about to take power
in Poland. Events in Poland
ave Jjust one aspect of import-
art changes that are taking
place in the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe, which it s
urgent that we look at in some
detail.

Th: Congress did not cover the
international situation in
d-tail. But it is vital that
in looking at our specific tasks
in this country, we have an
internationalist perspective.
This cannot simply be a token
gesture of international solid-
arity but should inform all
our work, here at the centre
of British imperialism, where
the whole of society has been
p-ofoundly affected, both
on the economic, political and
ideological level, by its hist~
ory of exploitation of peoples
and nations around the world.

The twentieth century has seen
the tide of history turned back
after four hundred years of
culonial expansion, robbery
and exploitation. In spite
of all the setbacks, =zigzags
and problems faced by particular
maovements at particular times,
tisis is still the main trend
in the world. Recent years,
hive seen new phases in diff-
erent liberation struggles
around the world: Eritrea and

T-gray; Palestine; Azania; the

Philippines and  Afghanistan.
Closer to home, the national
1“beration struggle of the Irish
p=.ple has grown in strength
ard in political support.

It is still the peoples of the
Third World who are at the sharp
end of the world-wide struggle
against imperialism. But we
aiso, even though we are a small
ard inexperienced organisation,
are part of this trend. Even
though many othars are question-

ing the vrelevance of Marxism-.

Leninism in the world of today,
w2 affirm that its basic princ-
iples still hold true and that
w2  must persist in applying
tilem to our specific revolut-
ionary tasks in this country

tuday. Certainly, we need to
take a long view. There are
no magic answers or quick
sulutions.

Over the last five years since
oir previous Congress, the RCL

has not made much progress.
Over this time, we have been
divided on major issues of line
ard to a large extent, have
nct worked together in a comm-
urist way, with a good style
of work.
Heving

differences over 1line and re-
n:wed our commitment to work
together to develop more detail-
ed policies, summing up
practical experience as well
as  studying theoretically, we
think that the Fourth Congress
can be a turning point for us.

The next few issues of 'Class
Struggle', will carry more
detailed information about
decisions made at the Congress.
In this dissue, we concentrate
o the major issue where pro-
gress has been made in the last
few years.

TOP OF THE AGENDA: WOMEN

For too long, the Marxist-
Leninist movement in Britain
has patronised women, relegating
their struggle to a secondary
position. The history of the
RCL has, until recently, re-
flected that orientation. But
the recent Congress marked a
turning point 1in the League's
whole understanding of women's
oppression and their path to
liberation. Discussion and
decisions on the women's
question were top of the agenda.

The Manifesto of the RCL (1977).
gave little space to women and
pit forward an economist line,
seeing women only as workers,
and putting forward the demand
for equal pay.

Previous to the Manifesto, women
mzmbers were involved in women's
groups, particularly in the
Women and Socialism trend in
the women's movement. But this
was stopped at the time when
tire RCL decided to put all its
resources into industrial work.

[t 1s only -over the last few
years that study and discussion

hss been pushed forward by
women,  which has resulted in
a craft line on  women's

0;:pression, currently under
discussion in the League.

Wi recognise that there is still
a long way to go before we have
a «lear idea of the relation-
siiips between the revolutionary
struggles of women, the working
class and the national minority
p=ople. In particular, how
ailiances can be forged between
them to defeat imperialism and
estanlish a society where there

‘is a basis to go on to abolish

all forms of exploitation and
oppression.

The Congress concentrated on
c-rtain questions where we now
think we took a wrong stand
in the past. But within the
League, there 1is an ongoing

resolved these major

process of discussion  and
struggle over the draft line
as a whole.

There was also discussion of

the wider context of the
struggle for women's liberation,
both in this country and world-
wide. It was generally accepted
that the struggle for women's
liberation had to be put on
an equal footing with other
struggles; that women's
oppression existed before imp-
erialism, but that it continues
ard is adapted in new conditions
and new forms under imperialism;
and that both 1in theory and
practice, the revolutionary
movement needed to address the
question of women's liberation.

World-wide, it was noted that
national liberation struggles
nearing victory, especially
that in Eritrea and Tigray,
ware  experiencing leadership
by women. Women ars a leading
force who see national Tliber-
ation as a massive, but first,
step in the long struggle for
true communism and that women
had to a certain extent wrested
power and equality during the
struggle so far.

Th}oughout the Congress, it
was emphasised that an inter-
nstionalist view was vital,
and that the experience and
objective situation of national
minority women 1in this country
was important and often very
different from white women.
However, at our stage of devel-
opment, we have to learn how
to mobilise the majority of
women in this country.

Some self-critical points that
were overwhelmingly agreed are
set out below. They in no way
represent a line as such, but
prints of self-criticism of
previous positions and a start
in adopting an all-round Tine
on women in the near future.

1. A1l women are oppressed
under imperialism, in different
ways. Working class women

suffer class exploitation and
oppression; women of oppressed
nstions suffer national
oppression. Women suffer gender
oppression at the hands of men.
It is no accident that the
w2alth of the ruling class is
predominantly owned and con-
trolled by the male members
thereof.

Wemen  are  oppressed by means
of their role in the family,
domestic tabour, childcare;
discrimination in employment;
violence including rape;
ideological and social
attitudes. Women of different
classes are affected in diff-
event degrees.

The RCL was wrong in the past
to see the oppression of working
ciass women as the only women's
oppression of any significance.

2. The women's movement is
generally progressive. It s
a spontaneous movement (i.e.
not Marxist-Leninist) and the
ciass background of many women
who have been active within
it does not make it reactionary.

We were wrong to dismiss the
movement in the past. We should
generally support it.
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It was wrong to characterise
the movement as bourgeois, both
because it 1is not bourgeois
and because the class background
of activists is not the deciding
factor in relation to the
struggle against the oppression
of women. It was wrong to
criticise the movement for being
feminist because feminism is
a progressive ideology which
we  must unite with, not
disparage.

3. In Britain, the main aspect
of the uclear family for women
is that it 1is oppressive. It
is a structure which meets the
needs of imperialism and 1is
built on the isolation,
oppression and exploitation
of women, and on violence to-
wards them.

The specific form taken by the
family at any time or place
is linked to the mode of pro-
duction. It is a creation of
a particular economic and social
system and will reflect its
culture.

In Britain, the nuclear family
developed as the economic unit
under capitalism, based on the
unpaid labour of women in re-
producing and maintaining the
labour force. Even 1in those
families where women take part
in paid work, the ideology of
'A woman's place is in the
hcme' is still strong.

5. It is important that white
women struggling for their 1ib-
eration do so in solidarity
with national minority and Third
World women. We must support
the struggles of women in the
Third World and the struggies
of national minority women in
Britain.

6. We support the right of
women to organise separately.

Experience 1in other countries
and historically in this
ccuntry, show the necessity
for women to form separate mass
organisations to fight their
specific oppression.

We need to use the Marxist
method of dialectical material-
ism as a basic tool in theoret-
ical analysis on the question
of women's oppression, as on
other subjects. We need to
apply Marxism to conditions
tuday and to look at the orig-
inal analysis of capitalism
critically from the point of
view of its analysis of women's
position.

In future issues of 'Class
Struggle', we hope to cover
these points in detail, relating
them to concrete conditions
facing us.

We welcome discussion, criticism
or comment from our readers.




1967 Abortion

In Britain, the
Act made it Tlegal for a woman

tu  have an abortion, for
specific  health reasons, on
the authority of two doctors.
Since then, it has been easier
than before for women to get
a legal abortion under a liberal
interpretation of "risk to
tiie weman's  health". Access
to wbortion facilities is how-
ev.r still Tlimited, for many
women,  particularly poor and
worirg class  women. About
h31f  of abortions are still
d:ne privately.

Since the passing of the 1967
Act, the women's movement has
nad to mobilise five times in
t-fence of the Act, most recent-
ly when David Alton's bill pass-
ed two readings in the House
ot Commons in Spring 1988.
It was finally thrown out.

It is Tlikely that there will
bz further attempts to restrict
wemen's right to an abortion.
{he first major anti-abortion
ill was presented in
Ear]iament in 1975 (the James
hite bill). Since then, no
less than 15 further bills were
aid  before Parliament, all
iming to restrict abortion
ights.

Ihe so-called "pro-1ife" Tobby
Is l:ving considerable success
In  other countries and will
ne doubt turn its attentions
tere.  Already, the video film,
silent  Scream, which  purports
o show a foetus screaming in
ain during an abortion, is
eing shown in British schools,
ven though it has been proven
to be full of false assertions
r.d doctored visuals".

n the USA, on July 3rd of this
car, the Supreme Court upheld
Missouri Taw which restricts
omen's  right to  abortion.
Ithough this did not overturn
he historic 1973, Roe v. Wade
scision that legalised
tortion, it opened the way
ur each state to pass its own
aws .

5 Unity commented in its issue
¢ June 30th: "By upholding
uch a tlaw, the Supreme Court
howed callous disregard for
hose women who lives it most’
ffects. Wealthy women will
£ill be able to obtain
bortions, but poor women will
e forced to return to the days
f back-alley abortionists and
elf-abortion. And 1is poor
nd working women for whom the
noice of having children 1is
pst acute...."

massive anti-abortion campaign
¢s been waged over the last
“wW years in the USA. It won
e support of President Reagan,
.G George Bush, who changed
s position just in time for
e election. One section of
le anti-abortion lobby has
en organising 'Operation
scue' which blocks abortion
inics and intimidates women
tending them. Others have
mbed abortion c¢linics.

The campaign will now attempt

to use their influence on a
state by state basis to get
wemen's  right to an  abortion

taken off the statute books.

Wimen in the USA have also been
organising to fight for women's
rights. In March of this year,
over 600,000 took part in a
merch  for  'Women's Equality/
Women's Lives'. Loretta Ross,
director of the 'Women of Color
program' of the march organisers
Netional Organisation for
Women, said:

"It is clear that women want
control over their reproductive
life, so that they can fully
participate in the labour force
and society as a whole. The
fight for safe and affordable
abortion is key in the overall
struggle for women's equality."
In fanada, a recent court Judge-
mant denied a woman's right
to  have an  abortion (see
Mandy's Diary). A higher court
later overturned this judgement.
The woman concerned had already
hsd an abortion in the US, by
tiris time and may now be prosec-
uted for contempt of court.

FAMILY VALUES

It is not clear what form the
n:xt attack on women's right
tc  abortion will take in
Britain. It could well be as
part of a campaign to uphold
and defend family values, backed
by a "moral majority", as in
the US with strong right-wing
church support. Some Tory party
aralysts have calculated that
there are two million floating
votes to be won by such a
campaign.

It is important "that women mob-
ilise to defend our rights
against any such attack. It
is also important that the part-
icular issue of abortion is
puit in the context of women's
control over her reproductive
rights, in general.

We can Tlearn from history, as
well as the present, that issues
of family planning and popul-
ation control have been used
in a class and imperialist way.
Wemen in Third World countries
and national minority and work-
ing class women in Britain face
attempts to "Timit their
fertility” by such means as
dangerous contraceptives such
as DepoProvera and by forced
sterilisations.

There are also some who will
defend the need for Tlegalised

atortions on the grounds that
it is better that “the Jower

social classes" restrict their
family size.
We have to take a stand in

sispport of the right to abortion
from a position of supporting

the rights of all women, in-
cluding  working class  and
nstional minority women, to
control their own lives,
including decisions =~ about
whether to have children or
not.

July 1st: I made an interesting
dis wery today. Blind people
can get a reduction on their
TV license fee. If they present

prcof of their identity and
proof of their blindness to
the  appropriate  authorities,
tirey . en get a reduction of

£1.25 out of £66.00. The bus
fare alone might cost them £1.25
Generous, isn't it? Especially
when you consider what blind
p-ople can get out of watching
television at all!

BOEADE

July 4th: I'm in NALGO, and
I'm on strike. I went down
to the picket Tine after taking

my caughter to school. The
biss and a few others had gone
into work early so that they
wouldn't have to face us. While
I was there, one of my coll-
eszgues, also a NALGO member,
pi“-d her way through the
picket 1ine to the door.

"Wrat are you doing goin into
work?™ 1 asked her. "The strike
was a mejority decision. Why
bzlong to an organisation if
you're rot going to abide by
its decisions?"”

"l don't belong to it any more,"
shi: said. "I resign as of
today. I don't believe it is
right to strike."

Scmebody else chimed in: "You
won't turn down the pay rise,
though, will you? We're out
here fighting for that on your
b-half. We're losing money
for people like you."

"It's not only that," I said.
"The bosses want the right to
change our contracts. They
want to make us work different
hcurs if 9t suits them.  They
want to put us on a different
grading system. And they want
to negotiate locally, not
nstionally, Basically, they
want to destroy the power of
the union."

"1 den't care if they do," she
said. "I'm not 1in the union
ary more. The employers have
always treated me fairly and
I'm sure they will continue
to do so."

"Scab," shouted somebody.

There were several others like
her.  Some of them didn't even
bither to answer us when we
spoke to them, and they're
p-ople we work with.

Aflerwards there was a rally
in the town centre. Some inter-
e-ting facts came out. Like
10% of NALGO members are so
peorly paid that they are elig-
ible for Social Security bene-
fits. And that doesn't include
all the married women, because
married women aren't entitled
to  benefits. Their husbands
are supposed to "keep" them.

We've been offered 7%. It's
b=Tow the rate of inflation,
which is 8 point something.
So, in effect, it's a pay cut.
Actually, it wouldn't make a
lot of difference to me whether
I get 7% or 8%. On my low part-
time wage, it would mean about
ar. extra 50% a week. That's
why I'm gl'ad that NALGO has
started to question the whole
business of percentage
ircreases. They mean more for
the rich and less for the poor.

One of my colleagues is a single

parent. “I hope they don't
call for an all-out strike,"
she said. "I couldn't afford

it. I don't know what I would
do."

1 asked our shop steward about
the hardship fund, like whether
thare 1is one. It's the third
time I've asked him.

“Can't afford it," he said.

"Some of wus can't afford to
strike without it," I said.

He  shrugged his  shoulders.

We could organise our own."

"What do we pay our union dues
for?" 1 thought.

July 20th: The
the NALGO strike for us. We've
been on strike six days al-
together.

last day of

My  daughter broke up from
school yesterday. Either I
pay the childminder £10 a day
to look after her or 1 take
hzr with me to the picket line.

I rust start looking for a
cheaper childminder. This is
getting ridiculous! For two
chiildren 1 pay her more than
I earn.

We had been on the picket line
cen minutes and it was:

“Mum, I'm fed up. Mum, let's
go "ome. Mum, how much longer?

Mam, I don't Tike this picket
T“ne. Mum..... "

July 24th: Summer holiday time
again. Some mothers are think-
ing: "Hcw can I keep the child-
ren occupied for the next six
weeks?"

Others, like me, are trying
to get it all planned out: How
can I avoid wusing up all my
arnual  leave? I shall need
scme for Christmas. The child-
minder is away for a month.
Wre will look after them while
I work? My mcther wants to
visit us. She's 70. Can she
manage the Jjourney from London
by herself? Will I have to
gc and get her, taking both
children with me? Next weekend
we're going away for a fort-
night. When will I ever find
time to do all the packing?

Why does this sort of thing
end up being my problem?

He works, ‘he says. Does he
think I don't?

July 30th: There's a woman in
Canada who is 21 weeks pregnant

and wants an abortion. She
is not married to the baby's
father and they are now living

h

apart. He has abused her both
physically and verbally.

He obtained an injunction to
prevent the abortion. Quebec's
highest court ruled by a 3 to
2 majority that a foetus is
a human being with a "right
to 1ife and protection by those

‘wh. conceived him. The vrule
of nature is that pregnancy
must lead to birth."

In this particular case, the
ilen  does not even intend to

bring the child up himself.
He is using the child as a pawn
toe control the woman.

“tither she comes back to me
or my parents are going to keep
‘the child," he said. What woman
ir. her right mind would go back
to a man who uses people 1like
that? He hasn't even seen his
mother to ask her if she will

Jook  after the baby. It s

nit clear whether he has asked
his father. What is clear is

that the child 1is definitely
nct wented by either of its
parents. People who have no

stake in its future are forcing
& woman to bear a child she
does not want. What sort of
future will it have?

This ruling has serious implic-
ations for other women. Mean-
while, 1in other parts of the
world, women are forcibly ster-
iiized, again to suit the needs
of men who play no part in
bringing children up.

Women must have the right to
decide for themselves whether
or not they wish to have a
ch*1d. In most cases, it is
the mother who changes her
nappy, feeds her, winds her,
ciddles her, washes her clothes,
gets up to her when she cries
in the night. Where are those
Judges at three o'clock in the
marning? When they do the work,
they can have a say in making
the decisions.

Looking after young children
is no joke. I have a friend
called Dawn who has five child-
ren under 8. She 1is happily
married to a caring husband.
But he does shift work from
2 rm to 10 cm.

"There 1is just too much work
to do," she said. "Sometimes
I am Jjust so tired I'd rather
put the kids in the front room
ard close the door. If they
wreck it, they wreck it."

"Recently, I was i1l for three

days. He had to work, so I
h:d to manage. I don't know
how. "




EL SALVADOR
FIGHTING FOR PEACE

In %1 Salvador US policy
has run into difficulties.

Reagan's policy in E1 Salvador
was based on a ‘“partnership"
with the Christian Democratic
Party and the Duarte government.
The policy was, of course, aimed
at defeating the revolutionary
forces in E1 Salvador, Tled by
the Farabundo Marti Front for
Netional Liberation (FMLN) .
The US has been propping up
the Duarte government to the
tune of $1.2 million a day and
with US aid accounting for 105

per  cent of the national
budget.
Ar  essential feature of this

policy was the need for a demo-
cratic facade provided by
elections and the CDP, together
with agrarian reform (of a kind)
combined with a military policy

of "Tow-intensity warfare",
This was a move away from
support for the extreme right-
wing forces led by D'Aubuisson,
whe was openly associated with
the death squads and violation
of human rights. He is also
widely believed to have ordered
the assassination of  Arch-
bishop Romero in 1980.

Over the last period however,
the revolutionary forces have
grown in strength, both militar-
ily and politically. According
tu an article in ‘World Policy
Journal' 1in Spring 1989: "The
US-designed  counter-insurgency
strategy of low-intensity war-
fare has failed to contain the

FMLN. To the contrary, the
FMLN has successfully spread
into 13 of E1 Salvador's 14

provinces, has built a militia
that numbers as many as 40,000
and has established a growing
presence in the nation's
capital, San Salvador. The
FMLN's use of mines has killed
or wounded more than 3,000
soldiers a year, according to
government statistics.....

BUILDING ALLIANCES

Equally important, the revol-
utionary forces have been able
to build some broad alliances

Internationa

U-S-A

MINERS ON STRIKE

In 1984-85, British miners
fought a year-long strike to
keep their pits open. Earlier

this year, Belgian miners fought
a similar battle to try and
stop the Tast pits in Belgium
from closing.

In the USA, miners have been
ob strike since April in the
Scuth West Virginia coalfield.

The strike started when the
Pittston Coal Company tried
to impose cuts in job security
and safety measures, at the
sikme time as taking away health
benefits from retired miners.
Although the 1immediate issues
are important, many see the
moves by the company as an
attempt to get the union, the
United Mine Workers of America,
out of the coalfield.

The miners, their families,
members of the Tlocal community
ard supporters from elsewhere

hsve mobilised 1in to defend
the community against  the
ccmpany. Shops have donated
gcods.  Preachers have preached
in support of the strike and
students have walked out of
school. Unofficial sympathy
strikes have taken place in
every unionised coalfield 1in
the eastern US.

The courts and the police have
been called into action 1in
sutpport of the company. In
one week alone, in April, there
were 1,100 arrests. The miners'
mass pickets have been made”
illegal by the courts and huge
fines imposed on the union.

to isolate the anti-democratic,
anti-nationalist forces. Before
the recent elections held in
March of this year, the FMLN
offered to participate in the
etections given certain guaran-
tees for their genuine part-
icipation. A meeting was held
in Mexico, to discuss the pro-
posals, the first such meeting
between the other political
parties and the FMLN.

In the end, the FMLN did not
get the gquarantees they needed
ard boycotted the elections,
with the result that 69 per
cent of the people did not take
part. But the political impact
has been great not only within
El Salvador, but also
internationally.

In  the event, the elections
were "won" by the ARENA party,
widely recognised as a far-right
party, closely associated with
the death squads, disappearances

and open repression. ARENA
is headed by the President,
Alfredo Cristiani but it is

widely acknowledged that the
real power lies with the notor-
ious D'Aubuisson.

Few people saw the inauguration
of the new President on 1st
June as the FMLN called for

Notes

In response, the miners and
their supporters have developed
a crive-in picket 1ine, which
blocks traffic from going in
and out of the coaifields.
It is now an offence in Virginia
"to drive too slowly".

Latest vreports say that the
UMWA is trying to call off the
strike, faced with the danger
of losing all 1its assetts to
the courts. But it will take
more  than this to break the
spirit of the mining community.

A woman miner, Yolanda Hall,
told 'Unity': "Sure, it's hard.
But the life of a miner is hard.
I'm part Indian, part Mexican

and part Spanish. And I'm a
woman miner. So I know what
struggle is This is the

most united we've every been.".

a strike in
electricity. Most TV's were
cut off. But the policies of
the new government soon became
clear: by the beginning of July,
Redio  Venceremos  (controlled
by FMLN) reported that according
tu the non-governmental
Salvadoran Human Rights
Commission, 517 people had been
m.irdered, 56 disanpeared and
375 arrested in the qovernment's
first month 1in power. New
"anti-terrorist" laws have been
proposed which will make illegal

transport and

virtually any form of oppos-
ition to the government. Diff-
erent factions within ARENA

have also been at work, assass-

inating their rivals. 1In June,
Presidential Minister Porth
was murdered and at the end

of the month it was the turn
of Edgar Chacon, another right-

winger, so extreme that he had
accused Bush of  "communist
sentiments".

SEEKING A POLITICAL SOLUTION

The response of the FMLN has
been to intensify their strat-
egy of building alliances to
isolate ARENA. In a recent
interview, Salvador  Samayoa,
mamber of the Political
Diplomatic Commission of the
FMLN said: "The current polit-
ical opening moves us

in an--

other direction, towards broad-
ening the internal and inter-
national consensus in favour
of a political solution to the
war.

"Although we have the military
potential for an insurrection,
we are going to play
politically."

THATCHER'S INVITATION

As in Nicaragua, the people
of El Salvador need peace to
selve the economic and political
ciisis in their country. The
British government seems to
be doing what it can to put
off that day. The Conservative
Party "is reported to be taking
the lead 1in a drive to win
international acceptance for

ARENA.
D'Aubuisson was, invited to.the
Queen's birthday celebrations

and it is likely that President
Cristiani will meet Mrs Thatcher
in the autumn.

Ian Murray, British charge d'

affaires in San Salvador,
commented on the birthday
irvitation: "D*'Aubuisson  was

delighted at the news.  ARENA
has been boycotted by the other

international political groups
because of dts horrific human
rights record.” .

NICARAGUA

THE RIGHT TO LIVE IN PEACE

The people of Nicaragua are
celebrating ten years of
victory over the Somoza regime
and its backers, the USA. They
have been ten difficult years,
in which it has been hard to
re-build the country on the
basis of the people's needs
because of the economic blockade
and military campaign waged
by the USA, through the infamous
“Contras".

As the Director of OXFAM wrote
recently:  "Although the Contras
are no longer a credible fight-
ing force, and the war seems
set to fizzle out, the suffering
they caused has been enormous
and the damage immense. The
spiralling costs of the war
have devastated the economy.”

DEMOBILISING THE CONTRAS

US  policy in relation to
Nicaragua received a decisive
siub at the beginning of August
when the five Central American
Presidents signed detailed de-
mobilisation plans for  the
Contras, at a summit meeting
hz*d in Tela, in Honduras.

In spite of personal pleas by
Biish and a series of exasp:er-
ated phone calls, even the
closest allies of the US in
the area, signed the agreement.

The Presidents of Guatemala,
E1 Salvador, Honduras, Costa
Rica and Nicaragua agreed that
trne Contras should be de-
mobilised and would have to
surrender . their arms by
Dacember. The UN and the
Organisation of American States
have been asked to oversee the
process.

The agreement was described
by a Contra spokesman 1in
Washington, USA, as "the
collapse of US support of the
resistance". For the people
of Nicaragua, it 1is a step
forward to the peace essential
to true independence and

prosperity. .

The statement identified .three
burning issues to be addressed:
a |rogramme of wunited mass
action to end apartheid; the
attitude to negotiations and
a call to the international
cemmunity about their role in
eiding apartheid.

The general aim would be "to
map out the most effective,
shortest path to the ending
of oppression and exploitation
and the creation of a demo-
cratic country."

The proposed conference is to
be organised by an important
new alliance which includes

both the United Democratic Front
ard the Azanian People's
Organisation, together with
progressive church organisations
and was announced at a meeting
held on 16th August, supported
by Archbishop Desmond Tutu and
Albertina Sisulu, among others.
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AZANIA

NEW MASS DEFIANCE

”yhi1e the racist elections
will _ be  mapping out the
minority's plans to cling onto
minority rule and privilege,
the conference will be an
assembly of the people of our
country truly democratic in
its character and objectives..."

This extract is from a statement
announcing a conference to be
held in  Johannesburg on 7th
October, around the theme, one
person, one vote.
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~dzep trouble.

alliance has

The new § already
started a campaign of mass
defiance and 1is an important

threat to the South African
regime. The regime has many
internal contradictions, as
shown by the recent resignation
of P.W.Botha and s under
pressure from all sides.

There is rising protest in the
country against the forthcoming
minority elections and the
South African economy 1is in
Interest rates
are 20% and unlikely to fally
the foreign debt is $20 billion
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and the price of gold is relat-
ively  low. Disinvestment,
particularly by US companies,
continues, albeit slowly.

Pressure on the regime is
growing. The  newly-formed
mass alliance will move forward
the pressure for revolutionary
change in Azania. .

HORN OF AFRICA

TALKS WITH THE DERGUE

Massive military defeats within
tiile liberated areas of Eritrea
and Tigray, dissession within
its own vranks and political
and economic bankruptcy have
forced the Ethiopian regime,
the Dergue, to the negotiating
table. Moscow, Addis Ababa's
closest ally and biggest arms
supplier, 1is also putting on
pressure to end the war.

Ir March of this year, the
T-gray People's Liberation Front

(TPLF) put forward an eight-
point peace plan and agreed
with talks to the Dergue,

as announced at a press con-
ference in London on 15th June.

The Eritrean People's Liberation

Front (EPLF) has also more
recently agreed to talks, to
toke place in the USA, with

the unlikely mediator of Jimmy
Carter, ex-President.

The liberation forces and people
of Eritrea and Tigray know that
tkey can continue the war and
continue to defeat the Dergue
it talks fail. For the Dergue,
however, time is running out.
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"“THE DEVASTATION OF BEIRUT

Beirut's people have known
lot of suffering since the out-
break of the Lebanese Civil
War in 1975. But the months
since March of this year have
been the worst.

Indiscriminate shelling means
that nowhere out 1in the open
or ¢hove ground is safe. A
city which was home to over
a wmillion people has seen most
of its richer citizens flee
akroad, and many of 1its poorer
ones stream out to safer regions
of the country, carrying with
them such belongings as they
Can. Under 150,000 remain in
the capital.

The Maronite Christians of the
esstern city, who can leave,
have gone into the heartlands
of their corner of Lebanon,
or taken the ferry from Jounieh
to Cyprus, to seek refuge else-
where, while refugees from the
mainly Muslim west of the city
have headed south. For the
Shi'ites among the latter, there
is a bitter irony about this
situation. In the 1970's, they
came in their tens of thousands
to Beirut from the south, to
escape poverty and incessant
Israeli raids and bombardments
of their villages. Now, the
areas which they originally
left, are among those to which
they go to seek safety.

The violence has been compounded
by  the economic  situation.
For ten years after the eruption
of the Civil War, the economy
held up  surprisingly well.
Tourists no longer came to ski
in the mountains, Tlounge on
the beaches and take in Beirut's
varied nightlife. Yet, there
was still money around, whether
from the drug trade, remittances
from relations living overseas
or whatever. Then the economy
crashed. The value of Lebanon's
currency  plummetted as  the
accumulated i1ls of the economy
finally struck the country a
body blow. Not only had the
tourists gone, but the major
banks and most of the pub-
lishing houses, too. Beirut
had been the business and pub-
Tishing centre of the Arab

world. But those interests
have found safer havens today.

The 1impact of the economic col-
lapse has been such that Leban-
ese trade unions have succeeded
i winning nation-wide support
for protests over the hardships
of the working class, even if
marchers had to make their
feelings known divided from
each other by barricades and
guns. But the current fighting
has brought a halt to such
protests.

MILITIAS

Most Lebanese do
to any militia force. But
thousands of young men do.
The term "militia" is used to
cover a wide range of armed
groups, from the big, sectarian
ones to smaller secular group-
ings, and from those whose mot-
ivation is mainly political
to those for whom politics
simply provides a cover for
rackets, which include the kid-
napping of individuals for the
sake of obtaining a ransom.
Militias may stand up for the
interests of a specific comm-
unity, or see themselves as
representing higher ideals.

not belong

The militias also fulfil roles
that are less readily recognised
by the outside world. They
provide companionship for young,

men, and wusually, an income
of some kind, This comes from
a range of sources. Some run

illegal ports, and tax the goods
that pass through them. The
Druze Progressive Socialist
Party runs one port, south of
Beirut, while the Maronite
Christian Phalangists have their
own, north of the capital.

There are rake-offs from the
drugs trade. Opium is produced
in East Lebanon's Beqa'a Valley
by poor Shi'ite peasants who
cannot make a Tliving any other
way at present, and then pro-
czssed into heroin by buyers
who then arrange its trans-
portation to the next Tink in
a chain that Tleads to Europe
and America. Payoffs have to
be  made to whoever controls
the areas through which the

- JUSTICE DENIED

| A Nation Resists

Conference on the rights of the Palestinians under Israeli occupation.

education.

(Opposite Euston railway station)

The reaction of the Israeli authorities to the Palestinian uprising which
began in December, 1987, has highlighted some of the repressive
measures by which it maintains its hold on the territories which it
occupied in 1967. Very few of these measures are new. They only
form part of a system of laws, regulations and practices which touches
every aspect of the lives of the Palestinians of the West Bank and Gaza
Strip, restricting freedom of speech and movement, imposing severe
restraints on political and trade union organisation and placing major
obstacles in the way of the economic development of the two areas.

“Justice Denied” is a chance to find out about the rights which the
Palestinians are denicd, and those which they say they want respected.
There will be speakers from the Palestinian Human Rights
Information Centre (Jerusalem) and Al- -Haq (West Bank affiliate of the
International Commission of Jurists) and Palestinian legal expert,
Musa Mazzawi will also speak. Workshops will take place on: Collective
punishment, Freedom of speech and publication, Prisons and
prisoners, Deportation, Trade union rights, and the Right to

Time: 10am, Saturday October 14th, 1989.
Venue: Friends House, Euston Road, London NW1

Palestine Solidarity Campaign, BM PSA, London WCIN 3XX

. also

L B .
sh1pments trave], whether Syr1an

troops or militia forces,
mainly those of north Lebanon.

Some militias
taxes

also a
certain
Iranian
example.

impose their own
and foreign support is
source of income for
groups.  Hizbollah has
financial support, for

The people of Lebanon want peace
badly and would 1like to see
ar end to fighting between the

militias. But there are major
.stacTes to them achieving

this.

The major obstacle is Lebanon's

political  structure. Since

the foundation of the state,

Maronite Christians have been

given a privileged place within
the Lebanese political system,
being guaranteed the presidency
and domination of parliament.
(Christians, among whom the
largest group are the Maronites,

~hold a 6:5 ratio of parliament-

ary seats.) In theory, this
arrangement  merely reflected
the size of the Maronite popul-
ation 1in Lebanon. But even
at the time when Lebanon became
incependent 1in 1943, this was
a fiction. The entire Lebanese
prwer structure was sectarian,
ard much of Lebanon's history
for the past thirty or so years,
h:s been taken up with attempts
te transform it, either into
a ron-sectarian system, as the
secular left and nationalists
wanted; or into one where a
nzw sectarian structure, based
on the changes in the relative
strengths of the different comm-
urities, came into being. The
Tatter "solution" was, by and
large, favoured by the estab-
1"shed Tleading families of the
different communities.

Foreign interference has compl-
licated the picture. Historic-
ally, Israel has had close ties
with the Phalangists and has
set up its own puppet
mititia, the South Lebanon Army,
1n the border areas which it
‘ controlled since 1978.
iSyria has had wmilitary forces
‘in Lebanon since 1976 and has
sought to dominate the country.
It regards Lebanon as properly
belonging to a "Greater Syria"
and its role there as part of
ar.  effort to control the
Palestinians and to wuse its
presence to put pressure on
Israel to withdraw from the

ard the format1on of two rival

ones. That of General Aoun,
b-sed in East Beirut, presents
itself as standing for Lebanese
independence against the foreign
armies, primarily Syria's, on
Lebanon's soil. That in West
Beirut 1is supported by nearly
all the nationalist and Muslim
forces, and backed by Syria.
Meny people 1in the areas under
the nominal control of the
latter government, want to see
the back of the Syrian and
Israeli armies. But they do
nct accept Aoun's claims about
wanting Lebanese independence.
They believe that his main con-
c-rn is the preservation of
the Maronite domination of the
power structure. So they are
not  prepared to  back  his
regime.

In Mirch, Aoun launched attacks
on the Syrians with the un-
dzclared aim of provoking a

conflict which would Tlead to
the western powers intervening
to support his  government
asuinst Syria. He hoped for
a modern-day crusade to expel
tire  Syrians in the name of
defending Lebanon's Christians,

which would leave his regime
firmly in control. Up until
m’d-August, all he managed to

get from the West was some pol-
itical  support: both France
and the USA, the main potential
interventionists, have already
birned their fingers badly in
L=banon in the past and were
in no hurry to risk repeating
the experience.

Acun's  main material support
csme from Irag, whose regime's
rivalry with Syria has normally
led it to support anything which
would harm that state.

Nz-one is sure how the current
conflict will end, whether in
a cecisive win for one side
or in another stalemate. The
latter seems more likely. Syria
ard its allies are much stronger

m*1itarily than Aoun's army.
Bit it is very unlikely that
Israel and the western powers

would allow Aoun's forces to
be crushed.

After all the bloodshed and
dzstruction of the Tlast six
months, Lebanon is Tikely to
bz left in worse shape than

before this particular conflict
started, and with every prospect
of  further warfare erupting.

Syrian Golan Hei i .
by, Toreel Tn 1967.7 “Syriavs It may be that only in the con-
atliances have shifted over text of changes_ in the region
the years. But its goals as a whole, will Lebanon .be
remained constant. able to secure the creation
of a non-sectarian, democratic,
ANOGTHER ROUND pf]iticq] system and the ex-
The latest fighting erupted c1u§1on Qf the Israeli and
following the break up of the Syrian armies.
existing Lebanese  government
e 4 == —_——

LETTERS OF HISTORICAL
MATERITALISM 1890-1894

pamphlet includes letters
that Fredrich Engels wrote in
the Tater years of his Tlife
on historical materialism.
They given an idea of the more
important aspects of the mater-
ialist concept of history as
worked out by the founders of
Marxism. In arguing against
the vulgarisers of Marxist
philosophy 1in his day, Engels'
work still provides ideological
ammunition today. 33pp.

40p + 14p P&P

This

CHE GUEVARA: ECONOMICS AND
POLITICS IN THE TRANSITION
TO SOCIALISM

A timely collection that looks
at and discusses the theoret-
ical contribution on the
question of building socialism

made by Ernesto Che Guavara,

The problems that he
faced as President of the
Netional Bank, and as Minister

of Industry, are the same that
confront others today, in the
transition to socialism. 286pp.

£7.45 + 60p P&P
BLACK PEOPLE

IN THE BRITISH EMPIRE
An Introduction

'Staying
this over-

author of
Peter Fryer,
view of British <colonialism
explains how the ideology of
racism was used as justification
for imperial conquest and brut-
ality; how the Industrial
Rzvolution developed out of
the profits of the 'slave
trrade' and how the colonies
ware deliberately de-
industrialised to create a
market for British manufactures.
The book documents the frequency
ard scale of revolts by subject
proples against colonial domin-
ation and exploitation. 174pp.

£5.95 + 45p P&P

By the
Power',

THE WILSON PLOT
The Intelligence Services and
the Discrediting of a
Prime Minister

David Leigh takes a Took 1into
tire murky world of Britain's
secret  services, naming the
names from this worid of para-
ncia and cold war warriors who
censtructed a view of the world
which branded Harold Wilson
a top Soviet spy. 271pp.

£3.99 + 41p P&P

COMMUNIST RESISTANCE IN NAZI
GERMANY

Allan Merson provides the first
English-Tanguage history  of
the Communist Party's resist-
ance through a detailed study
of 1its activity in Dusseldorf,
one of the KPD's electoral and
industrial strongholds. Through
the transtation of illegal prop-

aganda material, the author
presents a fascinating picture
of the only political party

to offer continuous resistance
to the Nazis until their defeat
in 1945, 373pp.

£8.95 + 75p P&P
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WHICH WAY FORWARD FOR THE
SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT

Aiter attending both the Irish
sclidarity marches in August,
I was struck by the thought
that what characterises the
withdrawal movement in Britain
was stagnation and sectarianism.

The Revolutionary Communist
Party (RCP} may be pleased that
nzarly one thousand marched
with the Irish Freedom Movement
on August 8th. But this was
achieved in the context of boy-
cotting the following week's
march and carnival organised
by Time To Go (TTG). The August
T2th  events, while nurtured
by members of the Labour Party,
nzeded the Socialist Workers
Party contingent to boost the

attendance to between four to
five thousand.
Az both the marches were in

tiie same area of North London,
sume consistent propaganda work
was achieved. But the very
size of the consecutive marches
i‘lustrated the weaknesses of
tin: withdrawal organisations.

After 20 years, the vast major-
Britain can

ity of people in

iB

A <iye years Tater the British

Te't has still to build an
effective solidarity movement.
still  live with the war in

Ireland. It is evident that
there can be no short cuts to
making Ireland a priority on
the political agenda, let alone
a r:opular issue.

After a year of action, culmin-

ating in the march, TTG failed

to match the numbers - around
:;'3‘

the British Teft's

to calls for unity

ten thousand - mobilised on
the tenth anniversary of the
Labour government sending 1in
troops. That march was organis-
ed by a coalition convened by
the Young Liberals in 1979.

ARGUING FOR BASIC PRINCIPLES

In the present situation, it
would  be foolish to
ari end to the factionalism that
has bedevilled Irish solidarity
woerk  in Britain, The reasons
fcr such "collective sectarian-
ism" is rooted in factors other
than the nature of the Irish
struggle.

Where clarity can be established
is the principles that should
guide our own activity.

In Britain, marches that call
for 'Troops Out', on whatever
argument, are regularly attacked
as  "pro-IRA". Standing in
support of Irish self-
determination is seen as supp-
orting the Republican position,
Tock, stock and barrel.

Calling for a British with-
drawal is implicitly regarded
as taking sides in the Irish
war.

There are many deep-rooted
illusions that exist in the
working class about the neut-
relity of the British state.
The lack of official Labour
movement  support for either
march demonstrates that there
remains a hard slog to win
pzople away from the passive
arceptance of events in the

RITAIN

traditional attitude

predict,

‘and  others

ing a significant movement of
o;position to British occup-
ation. Given the divisions
amongst those now active in
solidarity work, it is unlikely
that there will be a unified
withdrawal movement. There
is, and will continue to be,
many threads to that movement,
ircluding -those who provide
a supportive infra-structure
for visiting POW relatives or
"material aid and comfort".

Wrat guides communist activity
- 3t whatever level of solid-
arity they are engaged - should
be principled support for Irish
self-determination.  Communists
defend the right of the Irish
people to exercise that right
in whatever manner they choose.

To date, the emphasis for those

challenging the rabidly pro-
British line that dominates
the left on Ireland, has been
on the defence of the armed
struggle waged by Republican
forces.

In real terms, it also means

supporting the right to exercise
that self-determination through
a negotiated settlement to re-
move partition. Those who would
orily glorify the armed truggle
are in danger of militarism,
forgetting  that  the  armed
struggle is a means to an end:
Republicans are fighting for
a thirty two county Ireland.

There are still those who raise
tihe question of "What kind of
united Ireland?" to deflect
from any commitment to support-
ing those forces who are facing
up to British imperialist forces
in the north.

Others use the gulf in political
positions  between  themselves
active on Ireland,

attacking  other
platform, and devote
energy and resources to

to  Justify
activists'
time,

.this task to the detriment of

expanding the audience
withdrawal  argument. Such
gutter-sniping does 1little to
erhance the vreputation of the
British left.

Communists' unconditional
support is given to the cause
of national Tiberation  in

for a

JIreland and not to any partic-

ular organisation. There are
different Republican forces
active in the struggle against

Britain's armed agents. Some
elements have a Marxist per-
spective, others do not. But
4t is not up to the British

Teft organisations to fight

l’UlLISHE]) BY THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST LEAGUE

OUT OF IRELAND

o-cupied six counties.
RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION
There remains the task of build-

the Irish revolution. Our own:
is not very advanced.

Raspect for Irish self-
determination should preclude
toking sides in the internal
politics of, and between,

organisations.
THE WAR CONTINUES

The war will go on. After 20
years of trying, retired army
generals now appear on our tele-
vision to state that there is
‘ny possible military solution.
Tre army tells its
"We can contain but not defeat
the IRA." That is an admission
of defeat.

The consensus at the heart of
the political establishment
precludes any attempt to tackle

tiie  underlying cause of the
nationalist resistance:
partition. The Labour Party

*is content to parrot the Tories
in  terms of 'security" and
“"terrorism". "Stability". is
-seen in terms of an acceptable
"level of violence".

Labour's allegiance to its imp-
erialist duty has never been
successfully challenged in its
history. It has never acted
d-cisively on its own long-held
"socialist" principles. Why
will its actions on Ireland
be any different? Solidarity
work cannot be narrowed down
to Tlobbying the Labour Party
for change. There is a passive,
ill-informed working class to
be won to supporting the right
to self-determination.

Britain has negotiated with-
drawal from most of its previous
colonial commitments. With-
drawal from Ireland dinvolves
the dismantling of part of the
Sstructure of the British state.
Jhat alone would make it a
"difficult issue" to work on.

have a
the

Communists in Britain
responsibility to hasten
day of what will still be a
long drawn-out process. Once
again, Britain will be forced
to negotiate with Irish
Republicans.

Constant displays of petty sect-
arian spite only serve to hold
back the contribution that can
be made, and should be
developed, to that end.
Attention should not be focused

on attacking those who are
active on the issues around
the Irish war, but directed

against Britain's continuation
of that war. In that campaign,
Irish self-determination remains
the key demand that should in-
form the activity of those en-
gaged in Irish solidarity work.

twice in

masters: -

Book Review of 'Murder on the

Rock®' by M.Williams and ‘'Rock
Bottom' by Private Eye.

"It all started with a 1lie,"
begins ‘Rock Bottom', Private
Eve's account of the events
in Gibraltar on March 6th, 1988.

That day, three unarmed IRA
volunteers were killed. The
SAS  ambush  gang's use of
"minimum  force" saw Mairead

Farrell shot twice in the head,
ard three times 1in her body
from behind; Daniel McCann shot
the head and twice
in the back; and Sean Savage
shot at least sixteen times
The killings were no accident.
Nc prisoners were expected.

There was no car bomb. Al
three volunteers were unarmed.
Spanish surveillance had inform-
ed the British when they enter-
ed Gibraltar. The outcome of
the ambush was never in doubt
in official circles.

Private Eye has questioned the
official version of events from
a government it describes as
"obsessed with secrecy and
censorship”. 'Rock Bottom'
analyses the killings and sub-
sequent campaign of dis-
information. It is "not an
apology for terrorism", the
editor reassures his readers.
It is written out of a liberal
concern about a government that
SO publicly kills its
opponents.

'Murder on the Rock'
shy away from the political
issues the Gibraltar killings
raise. In a more comprehensive
account, the events of March
6th are placed within the con-
text of resistance to British
occupation of Ireland.

does not

‘Murder on the Rock' is relent-
less in driving home the point
that the British government
got away with murder. It takes
thke reader through the various
stages of the killings and sub-
sequent events in a clearly
written and detailed examin-
ation that strips away the false
stories woven by ‘the British
authorities.

From the events on that fateful

day, through the intimidation
of witnesses and their trial
by the media, to the flawed

inquest, the difficulties placed
in the way of a truthful account
are recounted. While fact upon
fact are drawn out in both
publications, 'Murder on the
Rock' 1is greater in scope and
detail. It recalls that even
with the media  propaganda
offensive, and the well-
riehearsed Ties of the SAS murder
gang, there was a split Jury
on the verdict of "lawful
killing".

'Murder on the Rock' asks what
comes out of all these facts,
ard answers: "You have this:
a carefully planned ambush,
sanctioned by the British
government and prepared for
four months. You have murder,
plain and simple."
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