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WELLINGTON -- Vietor G, Wileox, general secretary of the Com-
munist party of New Zealand, recently received world-wide publicity.
This was not due to any particular achievement In the elass atruggle
in this sountry, but to a aspeech he made on February 18 in Canton.

A month later, the Chinese news ageney Hainhua, aingled cut certain
sentences for general release, and the March 20 Peking Review pubw-
lished the entire text,

Wileox!s speech was a strong declaration in favor of Peking and
against Moscow and his main point was that "at this stage open polem-
ics cannot be stopped."

A certalin sensationalism was added by his revelationa about the
pressure which Suslov exerted in Moscow on a delegation from the New
,Zealand Communist party in an effort to get them to line up bshind
EKhrushchev, "When in discussion we said, as we see it, your concept
is by exploiting the reat of the soelalist world you are going to
advance to communism. In other worda, they are going to advance to
communiam on the backa of the soeialist world and the people and Com-
muniat Parties of other countries, When we 2aid that, no effeotive
reply, Bubt what was the answer that came after a little while: In
effecet it was, Comrade Wilcox, we are very perturbed ot the poaition
of the Communist Party of New Zealand and your peosition in leadership,
You are little~nation chauvinists," '

The rank and file, however, are not solidly behind Wileox, In
Christehurch, for instance, two party members have been expelled
(Sturt and Lygate) and one report estimates that one-third of the
party membership there have reaigned in aympathy.

The rebels take the peosltien, in easence, that the leadership
is pro=Peking in worda, but pro=Mnscow in practice., While Wilcex is
Teted in China for opposing revisionism and adopting a "no compromise"
attitude towards the Soclal Democracy, party members are cast out here
Tor applying preelsely that line in tho Lybttleton electorato.

To put things in proper perapective, the politiecal situation in
New Zealand should be borne in mind. The slections of last November
offer a convenlent reference point:

The poll was high, 90,47% of the electorate turning out (as
compared with 89,79% in 1960). The National party (the Tories)
stayed in power, their vote declining 0,54%, New Zealand's seoond
strongest political formation, the Labour party, gained one seat and
a mioroscople inerense in the over-all percentage (from 43,42% in
1960 to 45.?5%). The Scelal Credit party again failed to win a seat
and ita voto dropped from 8,62% to 7.95%, Ths misnamed. "Liberal®
party, an extreme right-wing grouping, which contested the eleotions
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for the flrst time, won CI E!E% The vote for the Gommunist party -
was 3,167, an inerease from 0.21% in 1960 to 0.26%,

From those figures, it iz sclf-evident that the main axis of
the problem of creating an effective working=class political leader-
ship centers around the Labour party, however intereating in ltaelf
the presont diszpute in the Gnmmuniat party may be. A fow obzorva-
tions about the kind of campaign waged by the Labour party leador-
ship may, therefore, prove of use to fill in the background.

The Labour lcaﬂﬂrship strained mightily in the election to give
the party o "modern" image. They stressed the need for lncentives
to “uvaryonu“ so as to nchieve greater productivity and to boost
export earnings. Appeals to the workers on a cluss basis wero

spacifipallF re jected, such things as natiunalizntion being aharan-
terized as "old-fashioned.'

In New Zealand the share of national income going to wage and
salary earncrs has dropped relatively in the past decade and the
rather high standard of living has been maintained only by ever-
inereasing numbers of married women taking up full or part-time
employment, whils the pernicious practice of long overtime has been
extended among all sectors., The Labour party lcadersa, however, neg-
lected to moke this an issue, i : -

They promided a three-week annual paid holiday for all, (At
present two woeks annunl holiday on full pay is mandatdry,) They
dlzo promised that if productivity inereased, then wage rises would
follow on a proportionate basias,

In opposaition to the proposed tcatlng of nuelear weapons in the
South Paclfle area by France, they promised to take atepﬂ tc convane
an international eonference,

When the dlsappointing election results were known, Nordmeyer,
the Labour leader, attributed the "no-change" result to the atmos-
phere of prosperity created by wind-fall high export prices, aceru-
ing to New Zealand farmara on oversceoas markets, .

There is merlt to the explanation but the basle reason for:
the present standstill is the total inability of the Labour party.
leadership to pose problems Tacing rank-and-file party membors and
gympathizers in terma of the claas atrugele,

This is felt among =zectors of the working class, ‘Indirect
ovidence of this came on March 23 when the leadership of the indus-
trial labour movement called on the politieal leadership to return
to the pre-1955 party constitutional objective of the "aouialiaatioﬂ
of the means of production, distribution and exchange.,"

The report of the FPederation of Labowur bitterly reproached the
"Now Look" leadeors for obscuring the "irreconcllable confllet of

intorest between capital and Labour" and "thus departing from the
working elass and the trade unions,™

Those bold words are from men who have softe-pedalled the olaaa
- atruggle in the trade-union fiecld, With harsher prospects for the-
workers now looming, they feel compelled to move left -~ in termin-
ology 1f not, thus far, In any significant actions.



