STUDY .CLASS:
HISTORY OF THE U.S. LEFT

The Bay Res Cemmunist Unien is agaln sponsering a study class of
the history of the U.S. Left., In attempting te understand the development
of the Left, and particulsrly the Communist mevement, we will focus en
three related subjects: 1) the development of U.S. menepoly capltalism
and the ebjective cenditiens within which the Left opsrated in varicus
historical perieds; 2) the Left's "presence" in the Ayperican mass and
workers'! mevements; and 3) the Leftt!s internal struggles which reflected
different sssessments of ebjective conditiens and the tasks ef revelu-
tlenaries in different perieds. : '

Oyr main purpese in sponsering the class Is to stimulate discussien
sround the task of devsleping a thereugh summatien ef the history of the
‘U.S. Communist Movement. UWe view this task as & very large undertsking--
beyend the present capability eof eur small erganizatien (and mest eother
Cemmunist erganizatiens), but ass something we should seriously strive

fer. What we think we cen accemplish in this class is: 1) develep a
woerking knewledge of the histery of the U,S Cemmunist mevement, and
2) develep eur ability te use a Marxist-Leninist appreach in anslyzing
this histery.

Tyne follewing course outline wlll give you a pretty geod idea of
the scope ef the class. Basically, we will discuss the history ef the
Left freom the Civil War to the present. Primary readings come frem
Foster!s Histery of the Cemmunist Party U.S.A. and Foner's Histcry ef
the Laber lNevement plus ethers, We interrupt eur American hisﬁcrgcgf
chronelegy in thrae places in erder te stress Impertant international
events end centributiens: 1) the development ef Marxism as the independent
ideclegy of the werking class and Marx's and Engels' contributien te
building the Burepean cemriunist mevement (18),8-1676); 2) the centributiens
ef Leninism, the Russian Revelutien, and the formatien of the 3rd
Internstional; and 3) the 7th Comintern Congress in 1935 and the United
Front Against Fascism,

We have threes critsria foer peeple interested in taking this class:
1) 8 persen sheuld consider himself/herself a revelutienary, i.e., be
active in the struggle te fundsmentally change Americen seciety; 2) people
sheuld agree with the practical aims ef the class and be willing te
henestly and patiently help the greup te achisve these aims; and 3) peeple
sheuld be willing te read about 50 pages a week and sheuld feel fairly
comfertsble reading msterial which %is sometimes cemplex and theeretical.
We urge interested peeple te leok at the ceurse eutline and check eut
the class.



ORDER FORM

TITLE AUTHOR COST
, Boek - Xerex
Marx and Engels Riazanov {1 3.45 [T] 2.55
Recoenstructien Allen ] 2.25 [] 95
Letters to Amer, ' Marx, Engels ] 245 (] .50
Hist, Laber Meve. (Vol, 3) Fener [:] 3.65 (] .65
Hist. Laber Meve., (Vol, ) Fener (] 3.65 (] 1.65
State snd Revolutien Lenin ] 1.00
Left-Wing Cemmunism Lenin 7] 1.00
HC PUSAs Foster [C] 15.00
NPIAH# Fester [_] 3.5 [] 1.45
Collapse 2nd Int'l Lenin L] 1.80
Tasks Pre. in Rev. Lenin [} .35
3rd Int'l Place Hist, Lenin ] .20
Rept. Intrl Sit. Lenin ] .50
Hist. Amer. VC Bimba (] .80
Rept. 7th Ceng. Dimitrev [} .95
Peoples Front | Breowder [:] .90
. Tehran Brewder ' [ .78
Britsein in WF Dutte [ .80

Total $

This is an order form fer all assigned reading materiasls. Indicste by
checking bexes which materials you need. (Prices indicated sre msximum--
we may get them down.)

#Histery of the Cemmunist Party U.S.A.
#The Negroe Peerle in Aperican Histery



WEEK 1 == Development cof Marxlsm ss the Ipndependent Ideology of the
Working Class -- Significance of Communist Manifests,

READINGS: Riazanev, Marx ¢ Engels, pp. 13-27, 63-102. (54 total)
Suggested: Marx-Engels, Communist Manifeste

l. What questions of both a general and & specific nature did the
Cemmunist Manifeste seek te reselve -- in what sense was 1t the
preduct ef a definite memsnt 1In histery?

2. What was Marxts initial attitude snd practical sppreach toward
the German ravclution of 18,8? How did he assess the various
class forces? Hew did he leok at the question of the role ef
communists in thes develeping rsvolutionary mevement? W,at
conclusions did he draw frcm his expoerlence in the revolution?
(1.e., with n=gard te the impertance of indepsndant working
cIass organization.)

3. Hew and why dld Merx snd Engels, beth of the bourgeocis
intelligentsia, emerge at the head of the worklng class movement
in the 1840's? (Compsrs their rele tc that of Preudhen and
Weltling, two self-educated artisans.) What does this tell us
about the relationship between consciocusnsss and being 1in
general and specifically what does it tell us abeut ths
relationshlip between sociglist cunsciocusness and class strucgle?

WEEK 2 =-- Building the Communist Movement in Eurepe - 1848-1876
READINGS: Riazanev, pp. 129-198.(69 tetal)

1. What was Merx's view of the purpese of the lst Internatienal?
What wes the nature of the various trends in the Ej repean labor
mevemsnt at the time (1.e., Apnarchism, 'Purs and simple trsade
unienism')? On what tasls did they arise? Hew did Marx seek
te reconcile these trends within the Intsernatioenal? Wnpat
caused the Internatienal te cellapse?

2. Cempare Marx's role In the organizatieon and develepm2nt ef the
Internatienal with his role in developing the Communist League
-- what is consistent abeut his appreach? What is different
about his emphasis?

WEEK 3 == The Civil Wer and Raeconstructien in America

RTADINGS: James S. Allen, Raconstructien, The Battle fer
Demecracy, pp. 17-29, 101-216.
Fester, HCPUSA, pp. 50-62. ( 9 tetal)
Suggeste Yester, HNPIA, pp. 187-294.
Allen, Roccnstruction, pp. 29-181. :
Marx-E,gels, Civil War in Americs, pp. 57-8

g What was the cemmunist mevement's attitude teward the developing
civil war in America9 Wy, y did the communists censider the wer
insvitable? What did they believe was histerically revelutionary
abeut it? Hew did they assess the various class forces Invelved?
How did the Marxists visw the early Abolitionist mevement?



WEEK § =--

WEEK 5 ==

What cemparisons can we make between the German revolutien

of 1848 and the Aperican Civil War including reconstructien

-~ 1.,e., tasks of the reveolutien, role of class forces, attitude
of Tavor movement, role of communists, etc.? What are the
similarities? What is unique abeut t he A erican experience?

Hew has this expsrience cenditiened the subsequent rsvelutienary
struggle In Amsrica? :

Preblems ef Party Building in America - 1876-1900

READINGS: Fester, HCPUSA, pp. 62-91,
Marx-Engels, Lettesrs te Americans, pp. 273-293. (49 tot.
Suggested: Fener, HIM Vol. 2, pp. 11-47, 115-189,
279-345.
Marx-Engels, Lsttsrs

What wsre the main pelitical trends in the A merican Laber
M,yvement in the 1870t's and 80's? Hew do they cempare with similar
trends in Europe during the psried of the 1lst Internstienal? Why
wasn't the Ams2rican Seclalist Laber Party mere successful in
drawing these trends tegether? (cempare SLP's appreoach in this
regard to Marx's in the bullding of the Imternational.)

What were the strengths and wesknesses of the SLP under De Leon?
Hew does the SLP ef the 1890's cemparewith the SLP eof the 1880's

== in what ways does eur present mevement reflect the errers eof

the SLP in elther ene or both of these perieds?

What were sems of the particularities of Americs in the latter
part of the 19th century that made the dsvelopment ef an
Independent working class politicsl party and mevement se
difficult? How did the SLP deal with these particularitiss?
To what degree do these facters influence our mevement teday?

Twe Secialist Paerty - 1900-1905

" READINGS: Fester, HCPUSA, pp. 91-106.

Fener, HLM Vol. 3, pp. 367-392.
Fener, HLM Vol. lj, pp. 13-39 (66 total)
Suggested: Lenin, Trade U, 1en Neutrality

What wses the compesition of the S.P. at its feunding? W,at were
1ts pelitical strencths and weaknesses? In what ways did the
S.P. represent an advance over the S.L P.? In what ways did it
reproduce the S.L,.P.'s errors? What new problems of its ewn did
it cenerate?

Why was the IWW formed? What elements ef the laber movement did
1t draw tegether? What was its hlstericsl significance?

What lessons can we draw frem the early expsriences of t he SP
and the IWW in regard te the proper relationship between
soclalist ccnscleusness on the one hand and the practical
requirements of beth the econcmic and political struggles en the
other? (Consider this question particularly with regard te our
appreach te trade unien werk,)



"WEEK 6 -=

WEEK 7 --

WEEK 8 --

The Secialist Party - 1905-191y

READINGS: Foster, HCPUSA, pp. 107-126.

Fener, HLM Vel. I, pp. 391-434. (59 total)
Suggested: Lenin, Caricature of Imperialism.

Yhat is the relationship in this veriod ef the development of
menopely capitalism and the rise of mass struggle (i.s., the
'progressive{ mevement) te an expanding secialist mevement?

What was the political eutlook of the richt, left, and center
greups in the party vetween 1905 and 1914 ?: a) What was t he
particular form of Berger's 'Americen Bernsteinism'? b) What
rele did Hillquit play in resgard to the right and left wings
--particvlarly in the strucgle in 19127 ¢) Whet role did

Blg Bill Hayweed play in the development ef the left wing? :
(Compars his role in the Amsrican mevement to that of Weltling
in the Eurepean mevement 70 years earlier -- what ware the
similarities and what were the diffarsnces in their peliticsal
views? 1In what ways wers the views ef thess working class
leaders sxpressiens ef the prevailing class strupggle in their
time and place?)

Would it be fair to say that the whole socialist mevement
(right, left and ¢ enter) made 'sacenomist' errers? What diffsrent
ferms did these errcrs take? W, at conclusiens can ws draw about
the preblem eof 'ecenomism! in oeur ewn mevement?

Yorld War T
READINGS: Lenin, Collapse of the 2nd International. (52 total)

Sucgested: Fostar, HCPUSA, pp. 127-1427
Luxemburg, Junius Pamphlat.

On what basis did Lenin and the lsft wing ef the Secend
Internstional detsrmine that VWorld War I was "impsrialist,
predatory and anti-proletarian" in charactsr? What tactical
line flewed from this approach? What tsctical 1'ne did the
right wing and the centrs of the 2nd Intarnatioaal adopt in

in regard to the war? Hew did they theoretically justify this
approach? On what basis did Lenin a3Xxpose the eopportunism eof
these 'theories' (particularly Kautsky's 'ultra-imparialist!
approach)? '

What wers the objsctive conditions of the epech of the 2nd
Internstionsl? Hew did they sngender and fester opportunism?
What were the objective conditiens ef the new epach (imperialism)?
Hew did thess ccnditiens alter the requirements ef the class
Struggle? Why wers the parties of the 2nd Internatioenal unable

te adjust te the new demands ef the class struggle?

Russian Ravelutilen

READINGS: Foster, HCPUSA, pp. 148-156, ~
Lenin, Tasks of the Prolatariat in the Ravolutien.
Lenin, State and R,volutien, pp. 289-327. ~ (59 total)
Suggested:  Len'n, State a nd Revolutien.




WEEK 9 =--

WEEK 10 --

- > —
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Why were the differing tactical approaches of the eppertunists
and the 'internatienalists! in regard to the war beund te
collide wlth sven greaster impact (developing Inte an armed
cenflict In fact) as the Russian revolutien unfelded? ~ Hew did
the Mensheviks assess the revelution and the tasks of the
preletariat? Wy,at was Len'n's assessment? Hew did thes= two
centradictory views raflsct two fundamentally different eutlookas
en the nature of the state and revelutien?

Wyat were the unlque historical conditiens which enabled the
Russlisn workers to achieve in 1917 the victory which eluded
the German and French workers in 1838 and 1871? Hew was the
Russian success facilitated by the sxperience »f the Garman
and French failures?

Formatien of 3rd International

READINGS: Lenin, 3rd Int'l and its Pilace in History.
Lenin, Report en Tnt'l SIfuaticn and Fundamental
Tasks of 3rd Int'l.
Lenin, Left-Tng Communism, pp. 1-4, 93-111. (49 total;
Supgested: o

Wnat was the internatienal significance of the Russian Revolution?
What was 1ts theoretlcal and practicsl impact on the struggle
between the revolutionary and eppertunist wings of the 2nd
International? In what sense did the revolution clesr the way
for the feunding ef the 3rd Internatienal? :

What was the hlstorical context in which 'left wing communism!'
was wrltten? What problems was Lenin sttempting te solve?
What is the relevance of this beek teday?

Formation of CPUSA

READINGS: Foster, HCPUSA, pp. 157-196. (55 total)
Bimba, Hisftery of American Working Class, pp. 256-26l.

How was t he struegle between the rsvolutieonary and eppertunist
approaches te the Imperialist war reflscted in the activity of
the Amsrican Secialist Party? Wnat were the objective ccnditions
in Apyerice in which this strucgle unfolded? What were the
pesitions taken (lsft, right, cent=r)? What impact did the
Octeber revelution have on the develepment of this struggle?

What was the composition of the cemmunist mevement at its
founding? What were 1ts political strencths and veaknesses?
What were the questions that divided the movement in its first
years? What were the objective conditiens in which the
cemmunists struggled for snswers? How wers these questions
eventually rssolved?

What ars the similarities and differences between the sarly
development of the American communist movement 1919-23 and
the development of our own mevement teday?



WEEK 11 - Communism and Black Liberastien

READINGS: Foster, HNPIA, pp. 397-429, 437-L62. (57 tetal)
Suggested: Fester, NPIAH, pp. 355-397,
CI, 1928, 1930 Resselutiens.
Hayweed, Negre Liberstion, pp.

Davidsen, serizs In the Guardian

What is wreng with the statement: '"the racial expression ef

the Negre 1s simply the expression ef his acenomic bendage

and epprsssien, each intensifying the ether, This cemplicates
the Negre preblem but dees net alter its preoletsrian character. "9
Whet 1s 'speclall sbaut the questien of Black Liberstien? In

what sense does the struggle of Black pecple for liberatien
stend en its ewn? In what sense is it inseparable frem the
overall struggle for socialism? Hew did the failure of the
socialists te rrasp this distinctien cenditien the develepment
ef beth the seciallst mevement snd the Black liberztien

movemsnt bstween 1890 and 1929? On what basis (beth theerstical
and practical) did the Communist Party correct the errors ef

1ts predecessors (SLP and SP) during the 1920's?

Hew are the twe conflicting approaches te the Black Natiensl
questien (SLP, SP vs. CP in 1929) reflectad in our movement
teday? What is the significance ef this debate?



"WEEK 12 = Ths CPUSA in the 20's
READINGS: Foster, HCPUSA, pp. 196-224, 236-259. (52 total)

l. Vhat was the CP's approach to the formation of a Laber Party
in America? What was the theory behind it? What kind of a
practical lines wsas develepad and implemsnt=d? What were the
results? iHew should we svaluate the cuncept ef a labor party
teday?

2. What was the basis of the 'Coelidge Prosperity Peried'? How
did this 'prespsrity' affect the labor movement? How did it
effect the CPUSA? (Is thers 8 cennzction bastween the sbssnce
of a revolutionary meed among the workers and thes absence ef
a unifled communist party? What general lessons can we draw
about the re2lationship bstween the charactsr of the party and
the character of ths class struggle in which that perty 1is
invaelvad?)

WEEK 13 - T,,® Crisis

READINGS: Foster, HCPUSA, pp. 276-292.
Bimba, HWCA, pp. 350-373. (39 total)

1, How did the CPUSA evaluats the impact eof the crisis on the
American people and the American working class =-- did a revolu-
tionary situaticn exist in the early 30's? What is the
relationshlp betwsen the sconomic and pollitical factors in the
developmsnt of a revelutienary situstion? What was the
relctlionship of thess facters in Aperica 1929-33?

2. What was the siegnificance of the TUUL in the laber mevement?
How d’d 1t differ frcm its predecesser the TUEL? Did the
organlzatien of the TUUL represent a seund TU policy on the
pert of the CPUSA? Do organizations like the TUUL and TUEL
have a reole te play in the laber mev=ment today?

3. How and why did the Unemployed Ceuncils assume such a broad
mass cheractsr? What was the significance ef the Unempleysd
Ceunclls In the laber mevement? Wpet sre the similarities and
differsnces between the strugcle of the unempleysd in the 30's
and the struggle sf the unemploysd teday? What lessons can
our mevement draw from the experlence eof the UEC's?

WEEK 1l - The Comintern: Bsfors and Afrter the 7th Conrress
READINGS: Dimitrov, Rept. te 7th Congress, pp. 7-41, 109-113. (38 ¢

l. Heow should we assess the role of the Communist Internabtional
durlng the 1920's and early '30's? To what degree did the
actual course of events during this period fulfill Lenin's
Initial (April 1919) conceptien eof 'the Third International
and 1ts place in history'? What difficulties did the CI
encounter in 'beginning to implement the dictatorship of the
proletariat'? "How did thess difflculties affact t he rrowth
and development of the CI's political lins and ergenizational
structure?

2. What was the sipnificance of the 7th World Congress? Unphat was
the 'new tactical orisntatien'? On what basis was it adopted?



1ﬂ§§ﬂ 15 - The People's Front in Amsrica

WEEK 16 -

WEEK 17 -

RTADINGS: Foster, HCPUSA, pp. 293-308, 340-356. (66 total)
Browder, The Peeple's Front, pp. 19-36, 145-149, 153-167.
Surgesated: Richmend, Long View from the Left.

How did the dacisions of the 7th Con-rzss affsct the work of

the CPUSA? ’as the party's 'new erientutien' in 1935 a correct

response te the ebjective situatien in this ceuntry?

In his report te the 7th Coner=ss, Dimitrev held that the
Farmer-Labor Party might be the best form of the pepular frent
in America--why was this form never fully rsalized? What
factors faverad the formaticn of a 3rd party? What facters
tended to stifle its formstion? How did the CP's appreach te
the develepment of a Third Party in the late 30's cempare with
thelr approach in the early 20's?

What was t he historicsl significance of the CIO in the American
laboer mevemsnt? (What light does its develepment cast on the
Left Wing's historic fight for Industrisl Unienism?) What role
did the CP play in the formetien and develepmant of the CIOQ?
What lessons both pesitive and negative can we draw from the
Party's experience in the CIO? (What is the impoertance of
communists developing a pregram which caorresponds to the
realities of the present? Hew should we go sbout 'taking care
of the future' in this context?)

The World Front

READINGS: Foster, HCPUSA, pp. 368-,08. :
Dutte, Britaln in the World Front, pp. 113-1i4. (71 tot.

What distinguished the Second Werld War from the First? On what
basls did the cemintern develop its 'coellsctive security'! and
latsr its 'World Iront' pelicies? Hew do we =xplaln the 'Sscond
Imparialist Yar' period (Nazi-Sovist non-agression pact te
Invaslon of the Soviet Union)? What were the dutlies of each’
individual cemmunist party in carrying eut the Comintarn's
international line in each of its phases? (between 1935-19)3)

What lessons can we drew from the 2xperience of the anti-fascist
war in regard to prletarian Ilnternastionalism? What dess it mean
to ad just the requirements of the class struggle in any perticular
country te the requirzmsnts of the class struggle on a world
scale? VWhat does this mean in todsy's world?

The World Front in thes U.S. and 3rowdsrism

RTADINGS: Fester, HCPUSA, pp. L408-Lh22.
Browder, Tehran, pp. 11-27, 64-73, 117-121., (47 tetal)

How was the World Front policy carri=sd eut in this ceuntry by
the CPUSA? What were the main pollitical slogans raised by the
party 'n this pesriod and hew wers they fought fer? What kind
of reslationship did the party develop between the =conomic and
political struggles?



WEEK 18 -

Hew di1d Browder distert the World Front concept in theery and
practice? Cn what basis did hs sarrive at his Tehren thesis?
What was the impact of Browderism on the pasrty's work? Why
wasn't the party more resistant te his influence?

The S+ruggle Acainst Browdsriam

READINGS: Foster, HCPUSA, pp. 422-438, 452-468, 506-523,
541-559,7 (68 tetal) -

On what basls was the the struggle agsinst isrowderism conducted?
What problems was the Party faced with in the immediate pest-war
psriod? How successful was the new leadership under Foestsr in
evercoming :reowderism and develeping a correct appreach te the
perty's tasks In the post-war world?

Compare the struggle agsainst Brewderism in the CPUSA 19,45 te
the struggle agasinst epportunism in the SP 1919 -- what ars
the s Imilsrities, what ars the dilfferances? Why dees Fostar
support the leaft-wing end the split in the SP in 1919 but
eppese ultra-left tendencies and uvphold party unity in the
late 1940's? Was he right in both casss?

How sheuld we assess Foster's defense of the CP in 193,9? On
what basis did he cdeal with the 'advecacy of force and vieolence!
charce? Hew doss the Party's fight for legality in 1949 cempars
te 1ts similsr fight in 1920-22? Hew would we defend the

~ Cemmunist movement against similar attacks today?

The Collapsc of the CPUSA and the Dcvelspment of the New Left

READINGS: A Comment on the Statemant of the CPUSA -- CPC
Further readings to be arranged.

What csused the CPUSA's cellapse into revisionism in the late
50's? Was this collapse inevitable? How might it have been
svoidad? VWhy dld the revolutlienary elements in the party fail
In their attempts to reconstitute the party? Compsre this
fallure with the earlier succsss of the left-wing in brssking
away from the SP -- why such eppesite results?

What wers the consequences of the party's collapse on the
Blasck Liberation and anti-war mevements of the 1960's? 1In
what sense did theses mevements vecome the basic elements of
the 'New Left'? Hew did teday's communist movement emerge
eut of the New Left? In what ways does it vear the stamp
of i1ts erigin?



