
Working Papers of the 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON RACISM AND 
NATIONAL OPPRESSION 
On .t�e weekend of May 22-25, 1981, some 175 U.S. Marxist
Lenm1�ts-mo�t of them racial and national minority Marxist-Leninists 
-met ma Nat

.
tonal Conference on Racism and National Oppression in 

the San Fran
.
c1sco Bay Area. This conference was organized principally 

around two important working papers: 

Racial Oppr«:ssion and National Oppression: Their Particular
ities �nd The1r Interconnection in the United States addresses the
q�esti

_on of racial a�d �ational oppression on both a theoretical and
historic�! !eve!, reviewmg previous Marxist theoretical work and
attem

_
ptm? to deepe� and extend the existing frameworks. It also reviews

the h1stoncal formation of the U.S. using this theoretical framework 

The Commu.nist Movement's Relationship to the Struggle 
Against R�c1sm addresses such questions as the historical role 
of communists ln mass anti-racist struggles, the material basis for racism 
w1thm me workmg class, the problem of racism within the communist 
movement, �nd rec.ent experience of the communist movement in the 
struggle agamst racism. 

The Conference Pfanning Committee believes that the 
c�ntent of th�se working papers should be made more
widely acc

_
ess1bl�. Accordingly it has arranged to have

th
_
em published _in a single volume which is being dis

tnbu
.
ted on behalf of the Conference Planning Committee 

by Line of March Publications. 

Send $4.50 per copy to Line of March Publications 
P.O. Box 2729, Oakland, CA 94602. (Please add 
50¢ per copy for postage, California residents add 
6% sales tax.) 

Toward a Communist Analysis 
of Black Oppression 
And Black Liberation 

Part I: Critique of the 
Black Nation Thesis 
by Linda Burnham and Bob Wing 

I. Introduction

A. Political Importance of the Questiou

For almost four hundred years, racism has pervaded every aspect of 
U.S. life, inexorably shaping the politics, economics, culture and social 
relations of this country from top to bottom. 
The centrality ofracism to the development of U.S. capitalism had its 

origin in the critical role played by racial slavery in the process of capital 
accumulation by which the U.S. bourgeoisie established its rule on this 
continent. The social relation of racism brought into being at that time 
remains to this day a central feature of the U.S. economy and class 
structure, as well as of the form and content of bourgeois class rule. 
Indeed, racism has become so deeply imbedded in the capitalist mode of 
production in the U.S. and so intertwined with all of the class relations 
characteristic of U.S. capitalism that they have become inseparable. 
Racism cannot be eliminated from U.S. society without the overthrow of 
the capitalist system and, by the same token, the rule of capital cannot be 
overturned unless the U.S. proletariat takes up the struggle against 
racism as an indispensable component of the class struggle in this 
country. 

Linda Burnham and Bob Wing are members of the Line of lvfarch Editorial 
Board and the Racism/National Question Study Project, a nationwide grouping 
of trend comrades engaged in theoretical work on the oppression of minority 
peoples in the U.S. The present article grew out of the Project's work over the 
past year and a half. Michael Downing, Phil Gardiner, Phil Hutchings, and 
Trinity Ordofla-all members of the Project-helped in the preparation of it. 
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