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The Im pact
Norman Sadler

“ This is to advise you that con
sideration is being given to reducing, 
suspending, discontinuing your AFDC 
award effective October 1, 1981.

“ This action is being taken because 
the U.S. Congress has passed new laws 
that state some of the income of a step
father living in the home of children 
receiving AFDC must be deemed 
available to meet their needs.”

The letters went out to 2,400 families 
in Lake County, Indiana on Sept. 16. 
That figure represents 20 percent of all 
those in the country who receive 
welfare. In addition to counting step
father income, no more payments of 
$10 or less will be made, and the total 
gross household income will be figured 
differently. Those who used to get $10 
or less will continue to get their 
Medicaid card, unless they also fall 
within one of the other two changes.

It is, according to sources within the 
welfare department, only the beginn
ing. Other planned changes will make 
housholds with more than $1,000 in 
possessions ineligible for aid, and will 
require households to make a monthly 
report of their circumstances. If the 
report is not returned to the welfare 
department within eight days, the aid is 
cut off. Instead of looking at the pre
sent household income, welfare 
caseworkers will be required to look at 
the household’s income for the past 
several months, and deductions for 
transportat on and childcare will be 
reduced. Workfare, requiring welfare 
recipients to work off their check at 
minimum wage, has been made law in 
Illinois, and will follow in other states.

Putting these changes into effect 
within a two week period resulted in 
massive turmoil and confusion in the 
welfare department. The people getting 
the Sept. 16 letters are told that they 
can appeal a mistake by the 
caseworker, but may not appeal the 
new laws. Appealing the decision 
within ten days will continue the aid 
until a hearing is held and a decision

issued, but that only delays and com
pounds the hardship. Those who ap
peal and lose may find themselves with 
a large overpayment. For the first time, 
collection of overpayments are being 
turned over to private attorneys, and 
the former welfare mother may be 
served with a summons and complaint 
to appear in court for payment of the 
overpayment, plus interest, court costs 
and attorney fees.
Case Histories

Mothers with children from a 
previous marriage are finding their se
cond marriage placed in jeopardy 
because of the new rule about step
fathers.

Maria’s second husband works at 
the mill and makes good money. 
Before Oct. 1, though, her children 
from the previous marriage were eligi
ble for and receiving welfare and 
Medicaid. Her husband, with children 
of his own from a previous marriage 
and with support payments to make, 
was sued for an auto accident and filed 
for bankruptcy. “ He’s been suppor
ting me and our two children and his

own children. Now, how can I ask him 
to support children that are not his? 
Even if he can put my children on his 
medical insurance, it is not as good as 
Medicaid. He is a good man, a good 
worker, but this will make even him 
wonder if he should leave me, for our 
own good.”

Cheryl is a veteran with two 
children. Her husband is in prison. She 
started in college last month and began 
receiving about $500 a month in VA 
benefits. Her caseworker told her that 
her welfare would be reduced. Then 
she got a Sept. 16 letter, telling her that 
she is entirely ineligible, and her AFDC 
and Medicaid will stop on Oct. 1.

“ Don’t they understand, don’t they 
care? I have to use that VA money for 
tuition and books and babysitting and 
carfare. And I won’t get the VA money 
when I’m not in school. What will I do 
in December, when classes are recess
ed? Or in the summer? They’re going 
to look at my last month’s check and 
say I don’t need help this month? How 
will I ever be able to support myself if 
it becomes impossible for me to get any 
training?”

A mother of four, Judy works at a 
nursing home which pays her the 
minimum wage, and she was eligible 
for welfare until Oct. 1. The shack she 
is living in is about to be demolished, 
and she won’t be able to afford to 
travel to work once the welfare check is 
gone. Applications for public housing 
are on a three-year waiting list. She is 
only one among hundreds in the coun
ty who have absolutely no idea what 
will happen to them after Oct. 1.

The above case histories do not 
represent life and death situations. 
Somehow they’ll scrape out a living an 
go on. But life is threatened for those 
who are physically and or mentally in
capable of taking care of themselves.

“ He Vomited Blood and Died
Cook County Hospital has told the 

Chicago Sun-Times about patients 
transferred from private hospitals after 
the Illinois legislature reduced the ceil
ing on welfare-reimbursement pay
ment. Before the cutbacks, patients 
were transferred only if their condition 
was stable. After the cutbacks, said Dr. 
Patricia Rush, director of Cook Coun
ty’s emergency room, the definition of 
“ stable” has been reduced to “ alive.” 
She has charged that several private 
hospitals which transferred patients to 
Cook County lied about the patient’s 
conditions.

The Sun-Times reported that Dr. 
Rush had reluctantly accepted one case 
from Billings Hospital after being told 
that the patient had a blood pressure of 
160100 and a “ strange” electrocar
diogram. After accepting the patient, 
Rush found that he had “ a blood 
pressure of 270150, was vomiting 
blood and was disoriented. After 
vomiting two bedpans full of blood the 
next morning, the patient died.”

“ They flat out lied to me,” Rush 
said. “ Then they said they would never 
do it again. A week later the same thing 
happened.”

The Giant is Awakening
During 1979-1980, real family in-

Continued on page 12

LONG LIVE THE COMMUNIST WORKERS PARTY S

On November 3, 1979, the criminal monopoly capitalist class murdered Jim Waller, Cesar Cauce, 
Mike Nathan, Bill Sampson, and Sandi Smith with government agents, Klan, and Nazis. Heroically 
defending the people, the 5 charged gunfire with bare fists and sticks. We vow this assassination will be 
the costliest mistake the capitalists have ever made, and the turning point of class struggle in the U.S.

The CWP 5 were among the strongest leaders of their times. Their deaths marked an end to 
capitalist stabilization (1950s- 1970s) when American workers suffered untold misery, yet as a whole re
mained dormant for lack of its own leaders. In 1980, the deepest capitalist crisis began. The working 
class was awakening.

The CWP 5 lived and died for all workers, minorities, and poor; for a world where exploitation and 
oppression will be eliminated, and all mankind freed; for the noble goal of communism. Their deaths, a 
tremendous loss to the CWP and to their families, are a clarion call to the U.S. people to fight for 
workers’ rule. In their footsteps, waves of revolutionaries will rise and join our ranks.

We will overthrow the criminal rule of the monopoly capitalist class! Victory will be ours! 
November 3, 1980 Central Committee, CWP, USA

FIGHT FOR REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISM AND W ORKERS’ RULE

Contribute to the CWP Tombstone Fund
Dale Sampson 

G.P.O. Box 2256 
New York, N.Y. 10116 

August 27, 1981

Dear Friends and Comrades:

We are nearing the second commemoration of November 3. Our five 
comrades — Jim Waller, Bill Sampson, Sandi Smith, Mike Nathan and 
Cesar Cauce — were brutally murdered at an anti-Klan march by an 
assassin squad composed of Klan/Nazi and government agents on that date 
two years ago. Our five comrades are greatly missed and deeply niourned 
by family, friends and the CWP. We have seen, though, that many new 
revolutionaries have picked up their work and are carrying on the spirit of 
the five.

This November 3 we want to place a marker on the graves of our loved 
ones at Maplewood Cemetery in Greensboro, N.C.

Much has happened since November 3, including a fierce struggle to 
place an appropriate marker on the graves of our husbands and comrades. 
The city of Greensboro passed an ordinance just days after the murders 
stating that all grave markers had to be approved by the city and no 
“ political content” would be allowed.

When we first applied we were denied the right to have the inscription 
we wanted. The CWP, friends, family, the ACLU and many concerned 
citizens wrote letters, attended city council meetings, and brought pressure 
to bear on the city officials. The issue was not just “ our” tombstones, but 
that the city government should not be allowed to legislate what one puts 
on the marker of loved ones.

The significance of the grave marker, as (for example) that of the 
Haymarket martyrs, is not only for the families and comrades of the slain, 
but for future generations to understand what happened on November 3 in 
the context of the 1980s and the history of U.S. imperialism and socialist 
revolution.

To put up the tombstone we must turn to you, our most caring and 
committed friends and comrades. Some of you marched with us at the 
funeral march, in the face of the tanks and the National Guard. Many of 
you marched with us February 2, along with 10,000 others. And all of you 
have given of yourselves in countless ways — your time, your energy — and 
you have made many financial sacrifices. We are asking for your help again 
in raising the necessary money — $5,000 — to complete the stone.

All contributions will go for the stone; any excess will go to the 
surviving children. Please contribute whatever you can so that future 
generations will know the true story of Greensboro and the CWP 5.

Please make contributions payable to: Dale Sampson, G.P.O. Box 2256, 
New York, N.Y. 10116. We appreciate your generosity.

Sincerely,

Widows of Bill, Mike, Cesar and Jim 
Respectively




