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REVOLUTIONARY LESSONS OF 
The historic victory of the Viet

namese people is a tremendous 
victory and inspiration for all the 
workers and oppressed people of the 
world in our•common fight against 
imperialism and all reactionaries. 
Coming after decades of protracted 
revolutionary armed struggle, the 
victory in Vietnam provides many 
important lessons for revolutionaries 
everywhere. In this article, we 
will try to draw some of these 
lessons. 
THE WAR AGAINST THE JAPANESE 
IMPERIALISTS 

In 1930, under the guidance of 
the Comintern and the direct leader
ship of Ho Chi Minh, the Communist 
Party of Indochina (which became the 
Vietnam Workers Party in 1951) was 
fomed in Vietnam. Its main goal 
was to overthrow French imperialism, 
feudalism and the reactionary Viet
namese capitalist class. Following 
the Japanese invasion of Vietnam 
(1940), the Communist Party led the 
formation of a broad national united 
front, correctly uniting all the 
forces that could be united against 
the Japanese imperialists, including 
progressive French people living in 
Vietnam and the patriotic national 

VIETNAM 
bourgeoisie. Specifically excluded 
from the united front were the trot
skyites. 

"There cannot be any alliance with 
or any concession to the Trotskyite 
group, We must do everything 
possible to lay bare their faces 
as henchmen of the fascists and 
annihilate them politically." 
("The Party's Line in the Period 
of the Democratic Front," a report 
made by Ho Chi Minh to the Comin
tern, July 1939) 

WHY WERE THE TROl'SKYITES EXCLUDED? 

Marxist-Leninists hold that in 
semi-feudal, semi-colonial countries 
such as Vietnam, the proletariat and 
its party !!!!!§i unite all the strata 
that oppose imperialism to form a 
broad united front against imper
ialism and its lackeys, This includes 
not only the workers, eeasants; 
intellectuals and.petty bourgeoisie 
but also the national bourgeoisie 
who are patriotic, The proletariat 
and its party must unite all these 
forces and above all set up a solid 
worker-peasant alliance, 

The goal of the national liber
ation front led by the Marxist-
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fDITDRIAl= TWO LINES ON TRADE 

UNION WORK= 
An Analysis of April 26th 

The pressure of the economic and political crisis 
inflicted on the working class has spearheaded spontane ous 
discontent and actions by the working class and oppressed 
pe ople. These have included strikes, union-led as well as 
wildcats; a ctions condemning the imperialist policies of 
war and 8ggression; student up�isings; and so on. 

Everyone, from the bourgeoisie itself, to its henchmen 
in the labor movement, the labor leaders and labor aristoc
racy, are trying to divert the anger awai from the cause of 
the suffering and misery of the workers and toil ers-
capita lism--by trying to promote either that the crisis 
is "temporary" and that we (meaning the bourge oisie) will 
soon be on a tranquil and peaceful road to prosperity aga;n; 
or by trying to blame the cause of the crisis on the 
liber ation struggles of the Vietnamese, Cambodia� and 
La otian peoples. 

But as the burden of the crisis continu e  to weigh 
on the backs of the working masses, and the working class 
begins to get into class battl e with the bourgeoisie, the 
bourgeoisie organizes every attempt to suppress this 
revolutionary upheaval. This was the purpose for which 
the labor lead ers organized the April 26th March to 
Washington under the banner of "Jobs for All" and under 
the pressure of the rank and file. The demon stration 
brought out approximately 40,000 to 60,000 workers in 
one of the biggest ral lies around un employment since 
the ye ars of the great depre ssion in the 1930's. 
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