


(Continued from previous page) 

with the struggles of veterans and all 
other working :,.nd oppressed people to 
defeat this bankrupt system we live 
under. 

VVA W /WSO also plans to continue 
its fight for universal, unconditional 
amnesty for all war resisters. That 
fight includes the 580, 000 vets with 
less-than-honorable discharges, the 
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thousands of people living underground 
here in the U.S. the people in prison 
and those who have received criminal 
records as a re8u1t of resistance to the 
war, and those currently in exile a
broad. 

On top of this, VVAW /WSO contin
ues our effort to see that the continued 
war in ltidochina is ended once and for 
all, supporting the Indochinese people 
in their fight for self-determination, 
freedom and independence. This strug
gle did not end with the signing of the 
Paris Peace Accords as the U.S. con
tinues to pour billions of dollars into 
Southeast Asia in support of dictators 
like Lon Nol of Cambodia and Thieu of 
South Vietnam. The fight of the bdo
chinese people is our fight, the fight of 
veterans and non-veterans alik_e, and 
our support for their struggle will con
tinue until the people of Indochina are 
allowed to control their own destinies. 

Finally, the National Steering Com
mittee of VVA W /WSO voted to add a 
new national slogan to our program -
JOBS OR INCOME FOR ALLI -- to 
speak to the current economic crisis in 
the U.S. We raise all of our demands 
in the spirit of seeing an end to the sys
tem of oppression and exploitation 
which currently governs us -- U.S. im 
perialism. We look forward to years 
of growth and of struggle, and finally, 
to the day when that system which op
presses us will be smashed once and 
for all. 

* UNIVERSAL, UNCONDITIONAL
AMNESTY FOR ALL WAR RESISTERS!

* IMPLEMENT THE A GREE ME NT - -
END ALL AID TO THIEU AND LON NOL!

* DECENT BENEFITS FOR ALL VETS!
* S.INGLE-TYPE DISCHARGE FOR A LL 

VETS!
,., JOBS OR INCOMD FOR ALL! 

WINTER SOLDIER 

HUNG JURY 

HOOD MISTRIAL 
On Feb. 6, 1974, Bob Hood {a 

VVAW/WSO member) was stopped and 
brutally beaten by a member of the Oak
land Police Dept. (OPD) On Jan. 6th of 
this year, Hood's trial on charges of 
felonious assault on a police officer 
with a deadly weapon began. After 2 
weeks of trial, a mistrial was declared 
because the jury was hopelessly dead
locked. The judge in this case ordered 
that no one was to speak to the jurors 
about their deliberations (even though 
they had been dismissed) thus, is it 
not yet known if the 7-5 majority were 
voting for acquittal or conviction .  

The frame-up of Bob Hood began 
with his arrest following a reign of ter
ror by Oakland police as a result of the 
killing of Marcus Foster and kidnapping 
of Patricia Hearst by the SLA (Symbion 
ese Liberation Army). Bob was driv
ing a car which had recently been pur
chased by a friend; Hood was stopped in 
this car because it had formerly be
longed to an alleged member of the SLA. 
He was asked to get out of the car and 
was then attacked by Officer Ted Bur
rows of the OPD. Following the brutal 
beating, Bob was arrested for allegedly 
assaulting Burrows with a deadly wea
pon -- a 3" pocket knife that was found 
in Bob's pocket after he had been hand
cuffed. 

Hood's trial was a clear attempt at 
a railroad, though it proved unsuccess
ful when the government failed to get a 
conviction. Jury selection took only 4 
hours, giving the defense no chance to 
even question half the jurors. The gov
ernment was allowed to introduce abun
dant testimony concerning the SLA in 
their efforts to inject panic into the 
jury and accuse Hood of being involved 
with the SLA. They failed to produce 
any evidence to substantiate their al
legations, and with regard to the char
ges against H�od, the prosecution did 
not produce much evidence at all. 
Three police officers testified aboutthe 
alleged assault, but the testimony of 
these cops was contradictory. Only one 
would testify that he had seen Hood pull 
out the pocket knife; the other police
men testified that they did not see Hood 
with the alleged "weapon. " 

The defense had filed pre-trial mo
tions concerning their introduction of 
testimony about Officer Burrows. Dur
ing the past four years, 11 citizen com
plaints have been filed against Burrows 
-- one for rudeness, two for false ar
rest and eight for excessive use of force 
and viole.nce. The motion to present 
this evidence as to the history of Bur
rows was denied. Hood was also denied 
the right to talk about the politics invol
ved in this case during the trial and ev
ery time he raised the subject, the pro
secution raised objections which the 
judge sustained. The government was 
definitely trying to keep this frame-up 
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under tight control by not allowing the 
real reasons for Bob's arrest to be pre
sented in court -- political repression. 

On J"an. 15th, over 17 5 demonstra
tors protested the persecution of Bob 
Hood outside the courthouse. The judge 
had gotten an injunction against the dem+
onstration, but the rally was held any
way and was filled with speeches and 
loud chanting. Also, the courthouse 
was pa.eked with supporters throughout 
the two-week trial. 

As we go to press, it is not yet 
known if the charges against Bob Hood 
will be continued into a new trial. Also, 
both of Hood's attorneys were found in 
contempt of court and the outcon"le of 
these citations are not known. But one 
thing is clear -- trials and frame-ups 
like that of Bob Hood will continue as 
political resistance grows in this coun
try. It is a common tactic of the gov
ernment to arrest people involved_ in the 
struggle against imperialism, and by 
doing so, attempting to stop the work of 
those people and tie up the energfes of 
organizations in defense work. But the 
arrest of Bob Hood has not stopped that 
work. The chapter he belongs to in 
Oakland has continued to grow. Where
ever there is repression there will be 
resistance, and the attempts to discred
it Bob Hood and VVAW/WSQ in Oakland 
are no different. 

For more information contact: 
VVAW /WSO Legal Defense Committee, 
4919 Telegraph Ave., Oakland, CA, 
94609. 
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