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KEEP BESSIE IN HARLAN
" I don't want to die, but I won't be in

timidated. I won't let the Ku Klux Klan ter
rorize Harlan County." These courageous 
words were spoken just days ago, when 
Bessie Lou Cornett found out that the Ku 
Klux Klan had voted to "tar and feather" 
her the first opportunity they get.

Why Bessie Lou? As many people are 
aware, Bessie Lou Cornett has been a long
time fighter for a decent life for all working 
people. Born and raised in Harlan, Ken
tucky, Bessie has been fighting all her life for 
better working and living conditions in the 
coal fields of Appalachia, in the neighbor-

In the last issue of the People's Tribune, 
Vol. 3, No. 6, an article appeared under the 
headline-"Louisviile-Busing Splits Labor." 
This headline is absolutely incorrect and 
poses the question of busing in such a way as 
to further split the working class.

The Communist Labor Party has always 
stated that the question of busing is a ques
tion not only of equal education, but of the 
equality of Negroes and of freedom for the 
Negro Nation. It is not busing that splits 
labor, but rather the fascists who use the 
busing issue, as was correctly demonstrated 
in the article, to split the working class along 
national lines. To pose the question as was 
done in the headline is to say that the 
f ight f or tfa£..aqJiality_of Negroes, lor -the 
emancipation of the Negro Nation, splits 
the working class. Such a position can only 
aid the imperialists in their drive toward 
fascism. It is only through the struggle for 
busing, for equality for the Negro and eman
cipation for the Negro Nation, that the 
working class can unite and launch a real 
political struggle against their only enemy, 
the capitalist class.

The CLP has always fought staunchly 
for the emancipation of the Negro Nation; 
this position has been the cornerstone of ali 
of our activity. We have noted with sadness 
that the revolutionary movement in this 
country has always failed because it refused 
to deal scientifically with the Negro question

WHO IS RONALD REAGAN?

During the 1964 presidential campaign, a 
former Democrat appeared on national tele
vision to rally the country in support of Sen
ator Barry Goldwater for President. The face 
of the speaker was familiar to the millions of 
television viewers—Ronald Reagan, host of 
G.E. Theater and Death Valley Days. How 
did the former screen actor and television 
host become a voice in national politics, and 
why?

Beginning as an "F.D.R. Democrat" Rea
gan used his acting career as a launch pad to 
the presidency of the Screen Actor's Guild. 
During the height of the McCarthy anti
communist pogrom, Reagan assisted the 
House UnAmerican Activities Committee in 
ruthlessly purging the Screen Actors Guild 
of all left-leaning progressives.

In 1954, Reagan began his career as "cor
porate ambassador" for General Electric Co., 
a cornerstone of the Morgan financial group
ing. Ousted from the leadership of Wall 
Street by the Rockefeller interests, Morgan 
moved steadily toward the NAM, where 
their giant industrials were welcomed with 
open arms.

In the eight years from 1954-1962, Rea
gan toured 135 G.E. plants and spoke to 
over 250,000 workers. Reagan wasn't only 
selling lightbulbs—he was selling the National 
Association of Manufacturers.
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hoods for better housing and decent 
education and in the struggle for the equal
ity  of Negroes. Bessie has been the spokes
man for the working class in Harlan for some 
time now, and her slogan has always been 
that unity and organization is the keystone 
for success.

Harlan, Kentucky, has seen many a vio
lent battle in its history. Some of the fiercest 
union battles took place in this small Appa
lachian mining town in the 1930's. The 
1970's has placed Harlan on the map as a 
center for the terrorism of the KKK. The 
KKK wants Bessie dead, because Bessie and

—viewing it it not as a modern national-co
lonial question, but as a "race" question 
which cannot be resolved. The headline in 
question is in direct opposition to the posi
tion that our Party has struggled for. It is the 
position of the fascists and their agents w ith
in the labor movement.

The Editorial Board of the People's T ri
bune criticises itself for this white chauvinist 
error and pledges to the working'class that 
this type of position w ill never again appear 
in the pages of the People's Tribune.

The struggle for the unity of the working 
class is the main task of the communist and 
all revolutionary workers. Anything that de
tracts from this struggle can only be branded 
f-3*-what--it~»3'--support fo r  the fascists. The 
rise of fascism in this country is taking a 
pointedly anti-Negro character and the 
defense of the Negro is the defense of the 
entire working class against the fascists.

The party's press is an indispensable tool 
in the organization and leadership of the 
working class movement. It is incumbent on 
every comrade, every revolutionary worker, 
to criticize and develop our party press. We 
hope that all our readers w ill continue to 
criticize and make suggestions to the PT so 
that our party can develop the kind of press 
that becomes a real tribune of the people 
and is capable of leading the working class 
along the road to socialism.

During this period Reagan characterized 
himself as a "Democrat for Eisenhower" and 
later, for Nixon. He openly emerged as a Re
publican in 1964. "I didn't leave the Demo
cratic Party," Reagan explained. "The Dem
ocratic Party left me."

During the 1964 presidential election, 
Reagan campaigned as a "Goldwater conser
vative." When they failed to put Goldwater 
in the White House, G.E. and the NAM 
groomed Reagan to succeed where Gold- 
water had failed.

Reagan's 1965 campaign for Governor 
continued the program of Goldwater Con
servatism. He opposed Social Security, the 
progressive income tax, Medicare, the Civil 
Rights and Voting Rights Acts of 1964, pub
lic housing and federal aid to education. He 
saw the 'Communist threat" as the No. 1 
problem facing the US and stated "[the  
Communist leaders] have not retreated one 
inch from world revolution . . . The split in 
the Communist camp doesn't give me much 
comfort. The Russians and the Chinese are 
only split as to which one w ill destroy us. I 
admit the Russians have a slower approach."

Reagan's program remains fundamentally 
unchanged today.

During his California gubernatorial cam
paign Reagan also favored declaring war on 
Vietnam so that anti-war demonstrations 
could be treated as treasonable offenses.
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the people of Harlan work against the ty r 
anny of the coal operators and the violence 
of the Ku Klux Klan.

The working class cannot allow Bessie to 
become another victim of the fascist KKK. 
For years the KKK has rampaged across the 
country lynching Negroes, murdering civil 
rights workers, tarring and feathering union 
organizers, bombing and shooting pro
gressives and opponents. Their terror must 
be stopped! The workers and progressive 
people of this country must take a stand to 
day! Tomorrow is too late.

If we allow them to kill Bessie, then who 
w ill be next? If we allow them to continue 
to terrorize Negroes, Mexicans, traqie union
ists and other progressives, where will they 
stop? The answer to these questions is that 
they won't stop. They w ill be given a free 
hand to murder, loot and plunder. And they 
w ill do this with the protection of the 
government. The sheriff and police depart
ment, many of whom belong to the Klan in 
Harlan, encourage this terror and support it. 
Only the workers and other progressives can 
stop the Ku Klux Klan.

When Bessie was arrested last summer for 
allegedly kidnapping the wife of a local Klan 
leader in Harian, the whole country came to

k

"Horrendous, atrocious, unbelievable, 
never w ill it happen here." These are some 
o f the woi ds-that the US worker has used to 
describe Nazi Germany or Mussolini's 
Italy. During the 1930's almost everyone 
was anti-fascist; thousands lost their lives in 
the fight against the German and Italian fas
cists. And yet today, March, 1976, we are 
witnessing the rapid rise of fascism in the 
United States and few voices are heard in 
protest of this rising tide.

We have often exposed the political man
euvers by the fascists: the new wave of lyn- 
chings of Negroes, the violent anti-busing 
struggles, the intervention of the imperialists 
in the Middle East and Africa, the increased 
deportations of especially Mexicans and the 
proposed Senate Bill 1. But in order to un
derstand fascism in all its horrible ramifica
tions, we must also turn our attention to the 
economic front.

In Nazi Germany one of the first effects 
of the "new economic strategy" was the in
crease in productivity. The working day was 
lengthened for both manual and white collar 
workers. The 60 hour week became the rule. 
Substantial groups of workers labored for 72 
or even 84 hours per week. An official "col
lective agreement" actually existed which 
provided for a 104 hour week in some power 
stations. The German worker not only la
bored for many more hours, but the mach
ines were speeded-up and no new technical 
improvements were made... It was cheaper to 
work a man or woman to death and then re
place them, then it was to improve the ma
chinery.

The effects of the longer hours and more 
intensive labor became obvious in the in
crease of industrial accidents. The total num
ber of accidents in German industry in
creased between 1932-38 by over 100%. The 
accident rate per 1,000 workers rose from 
34 in 1932 to 60 in 1938. One in every 16 
workers was so seriously injured that he 
had to have time off. Foreign workers 
in Germany were actually slaves. They 
were housed in concentration camps with 
"brothels" attached to them. No worker 
was allowed to leave a job, change jobs or 
classifications. Trade unions were dissolved 
and any and all organizations of the people 
were completely controlled by the Nazis. 
While accidents increased, the social insur
ance system was depleted of funds and so
cial welfare measures almost eliminated. 
The plight of the unemployed German wor-

her detense. Telegrams, resolutions, letters 
of protest flooded into Harlan, and eventual
ly Bessie was freed and cleared of all charges. 
That same kind of mobilization must be 
done now, but this time with double and 
triple the amount of effort.

The struggle to defend and protect Bessie 
Lou, to bring together the spontaneous 
struggles of the workers, to form an Equal 
Rights Congress, to build Unemployment 
Councils, are all part of the struggle of the 
working class for emancipation. These strug
gles and more are what the CLP stands for! 
We fight in the interests of all workers and 
represent their interests at every turn. A t 
this time, the CLP has entered into the strug
gle to win itself a place on the Michigan bal
lot for the next elections. The working class 
needs a voice of its own. Through this battle 
to reigster the CLP, the working class w ill 
gain an important forum for its demands of 
jobs, peace and equality.

For years and years, the capitalists have 
spewed forth their vicious anti-communism, 
putting fear in the hearts of the workers 
against communism, the Soviet Union and 
China. But they never nor w ill they ever tell 
the Workers what communism really is, what
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ker was starvation for himself and his fami-

iy.
The status of the German worker, the 

Polish worker, the Czech or Austrian worker 
was of bare subsistence, bordering on starva
tion. Maimed or killed in the factory or ar
rested.and tortured on the streets, the work
ers under fascism have lived the most degra
ding, horrible lives known to man.

But why make the comparison, why re
hash what's done and over? Why? Because 
it's beginning to happen here — because the 
US fascists are consolidating and proposing 
a similar "new economic strategy."

"Just as management gains neither pro
ductivity nor profits from an exploited 
workforce, neither does labor benefit from a 
business losing sales, because of its inability 
to compete against less costly products made 
overseas.

"For years the motto of organized labor 
was said to be the single word, 'More'. It 
has not changed, but now we also hear talk 
of 'Less' — not less wages, not less benefits, 
but less work, shorter work days, shorter 
work weeks. This won't wash. The public 
w ill see — must see — that less work, not ba
lanced by increased productivity really 
means more cost. And more cost is what 
America cannot afford ." So states Thomas 
A. Murphy, Chairman of General Motors. 
Perhaps his statements are not as direct and 
forceful as Hitler's " I t  has been the iron 
principle of the National Socialist leadership 
not to permit any rise in the hourly wage 
but to raise income solely by an increase in 
performance", but it certainly smacks of a 
drive toward increased productivity, speed
up, overtime, lower wages, less fringe bene
fits and a lower standard of living. Ranting 
about "overseas" competition, and the low 
rate of productivity of the "American" wor
ker as the cause of the shrinking market of 
the imperialists, Murphy makes his inten
tions clear for the 1976 contract negotia
tions with the UAW: "As the negotiations of 
1976 approach, those who sit at the bargain
ing tables and the American people who w ill 
be affected by the outcome, must recognize 
that a rising level of national productivity is 
the basis — the only basis — for a rising stan
dard of national well being." And further, 
" In  short, for our country and its people, no 
profits means no growth, no profits means 
no new jobs, and no profits means no pro
gress."
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