
colonies 
neocolonial regimes would, by the 
force of example alone, gravely en
danger these white supremacist re
gimes. 

The economies of these countries are 
also closely tied to those of the Por
tuguese colonies. The bulk of the 
Black workers in South Africa's dia
mond mines are forced laborers from 
Angola and Mozambique. Nearly half 
of South Africa's commerce is shipped 
through the port of Beira, Mozam
bique. Rhodesia is also heavily de
pendent on Mozambican ports. 

The establishment of Black-con
trolled governments in Mozambique 
and Angola that would apply the eco
nomic sanctions carried out by most 
African countries against these white 
settler-states could cripple their eco
nomies. These racist regimes reported
ly favor a unilateral declaration of 
independence by the white settlers in 
Mozambique and Angola, if the Port
uguese are incapable of holding on. 

On May 5, a rally of several thou
sand whites jammed the plaza in front 
of city hall in Louren!;;O Marques, de
manding that the junta maintain white 
domination over Mozambique. The 
rally was launched by an organiza
tion of white settlers called FICO. 
"Fico" means "I stay" in Portuguese. 

When Portuguese military com-

mander General Francisco da Costa 
Gomes arrived in Beira, Mozambique, 
he was greeted by thousands of white 
settlers demanding arms. 

Portuguese offers 
Soares and other Portuguese of

ficials have announced that the col
onies would be allowed to "determine 
their own future" in elections to be held 
within one year. African independence 
fighters would only be allowed to 
participate if they stopped the armed 
struggle. 

A "senior Portuguese Foreign Office 
official," interviewed in the May 25 
Washington Post, said that the Port
uguese are not ready to pull out of 
any of these territories. The official 
pointed out that time was needed to 
prepare the referendum and that 
voting would be different in each coun
try. 

Up to this point the African libera
tion groups appear to have rejected 
this proposal for Portuguese-super
vised elections. 

This proposal is incompatible with 
the interests of the peoples of Angola, 
Mozambique, and Guinea-Bissau and 
the Cape Verde Islands. It gives the 
Portuguese colonialists the right to de
termine through literacy requirements 
and other provisions an electoral 
basis that may be favorable to the 
Portuguese junta's schemes for a "fed-

Continued on page 26 
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5,000 march on White House 
on African Liberation Day 
By NORMAN OLIVER 

WASHINGTON, D. C. -The national 
African Liberation Day demonstra
tion, which took place here May 25, 
drew between 4,000 to 5,000 Black 
people from around the· country. 

The more than five-mile march from 
Washington's Malcolm X Park to the 
White House and back was led by a 
contingent of Ethiopian and Eritrean 
students who sang songs and carried 
picket signs with slogans such as 
"Africa for Africans." 

A large banner demanding"Indepen
dence for Portuguese colonies" and 
"U. S. out of Africa" was carried by 
mem hers of the Young Socialist Al
liance. 

Following the march a rally was 
held. Speaking at the rally were 
Imamu Baraka, chairman of the Con-

, gress of African People; William Lucy, 
head of the Coalition of Black Trade 
Unionists (CBTU) and secretary-trea
surer of the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Em
ployees; and Dawolu Gene Locke, 
chairman of the African Liberation 
Support Committee (ALSC), which or
ganized the demonstration. 

Speaking about the Portuguese at
tempts to negotiate less than full inde
pendence for its African colonies, Ba
raka said, "Neocolonialism is what 
they' re going to try to run on the 
Portuguese colonies. But they won't 
go for that because they've been 
fighting for too long for independence 
to stop now." 

William Lucy spoke briefly, pledging 
the support of the CBTU in the fight 
for human rights for Black people 
all over the world. 

The May 25 action was the culmina
tion of a month of activities. The 
ALSC had designated May as "Afri
can Liberation Month." 

One of the focal points for the 
month's activities was local actions 
held on the weekend of Malcolm X's 
,birthday, May 19. Demonstrations 

were held in Houston, Atlanta, De
troit, Chicago, Los Angeles, San 
Diego, Minneapolis, and other cities. 
A number of these actions brought 
out 200 to 300 people. 

Last year the African Liberation 
Day actions were held in more than 
30 cities and drew some 30,000 Black 
people. The first large mobilization of 
Black people around support to Afri
can liberation movements in Guinea
Bissau, Mozambique, Angola, and in 
the apartheid regimes in southern 
Africa was on May 27, 1972. On that 
date 25,000 marched in Washington, 
D. C., and another 3,000 in San Fran
cisco.

This year's demonstration differed 
markedly from previous ones. · The 
ALSC, which organized the 1973 and 
1974 actions, has in the last year 
been moving away from the concept 
of organizing protests around the cen
tral theme of demanding an end to 
Portuguese colonialism, the white-set� 
tler states in southern Africa, and U. S. 
complicity with them. Issues raised 
at this year's march, besides support 
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for African liberation movements, in
cluded demanding an end to the 
energy crisis, an end to police repres
sion in the Black community, and the 
impeachment of Nixon. 

The major slogans of the demonstra
tion were "Dump the Chump [Nixon]," 
"Down with Imperialism," and "Black 
people must be free, Black workers 
take the lead." Sporadic chants against 
Portuguese colonialism's and U. S. 
imperialism's role in Africa were 
raised by sections of the march. 

This shift on the part of the ALSC 
has evoked widespread discussion in 
the committee about its perspectives. 
Important questions about the strategy 
and tactics not only for the ALSC, 
but the Black liberation movement as 
a whole are being raised. 

Some of these questions were dis
cussed at an ALSC-sponsored confer
ence on "Racism and Imperialism" 
held in Washington May 23 and 24. 
Three hundred activists attended the 
meeting. 

Future issues of The Militant will 
discuss the key issues being debated. 

Detroit Blacks demonstrate, 
demand 'Africa for Africans!' 
By JUDY HAGANS 

DETROIT-Nearly 1,000 Black peo
ple demonstrated their solidarity with 
the struggles in southern Africa on 
Detroit's third annual African Libera
tion Day on May 18. 

A central focus of the action, which 
was organized by the African Libera
tion Support Committee, was solidar
ity with the liberation movements in 
Mozambique, Angola, and Guinea
Bissau against Portuguese imperial
ism. 

Some of the groups participating 

May 18 demonstration in Detroit 

in the demonstration were the High
land Park College Student Govern
ment, Association of Black Students 
at Wayne State University, Congress 
of African People, Operation PUSH
youth division, African Guards, Pan
African Congress, Inner City Sub 
Center, Inc., Ethiopian Students Union 
in North America, Your.g Socialist 
Alliance, Socialist Workers Party, New 
Black Christian Community Church, 
and Black Christian Nationalists. 

Placards with slogans such as "Re
member Amilcar Cabral," "Recognition 
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of Guinea-Bissau," "Destroy Neoco
lonialism," "Freedom By Any Means 
Necessary," and "Mozambique will be 
free" were carried by the sisters and 
brothers. 

At the rally at the Adlai Stevenson 
Building a message was read from 
Mayor Coleman Young, who had of
ficially declared May 18 African Lib
eration Day in Det�oit and endorsed 
the demonstration. 

Speakers from Africa included Dr. 
Ntlabati, formerly of the African Na
tional Congress in South Africa; 
Brother Chigunj i, a representative of 
UNITA (National Union for the To
tal Independence of Angola); 'and 
Brother Mesvin of the Ethiopian Stu-

, dents Union. 
"UNITA," Brother Chigunji said, 

"will not give up the armed struggle 
for self-determination." 

Trudy Hawkins, a leader of the De
troit Young Socialist Alliance and the 
Socialist Workers Party candidate for 
state board of education, told the 
rally, "We must continue to get out the 
facts about what the U.S. government 
is doing in Africa. The best aid that 
Black people can give the African lib
eration movements is to expose and 
organize against the role of the U.S. 
government in southern Africa. We 
must demand that the U.S. end all 
military and economic aid to Portu
gal and South Africa." 
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