TIE WORKERS' MOVEMENT AND TIHE MOVEMENT FOR THE PARTY S5=1=76

TI. Introduction

Never have working people been so abused, so misrepresented, defamed and
suppressed as they are today. And they are abused the most by those who pre=-
tend to represent their intcrests, the liberals, reformists, opportunists,

Trotskyites, and political reactionaries who attempt to turn the working class
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movement to their own ends. It's not enough that the working class creates

all social wealth and receives a bare subsistence in return. This self-evident
fact is denied altogether. With the nerve of thieves caught red-handed, the
free-loaders of the capitalist system ~-the bourgeoisie and their social props,
the professors, professionals, bureaucrats and bribed upper stratum of the
workinge class-- tell us there is no such thing as wage-slavery, workers are not
oppressed, if thcy strike it is only out of contrariness. Ve were cven told
there is no working class at all. Or, if there must be workers, then everyone,
even students, are workers. 1In one or another way the hangers-on try to
convince us that there is no such thing as a separate working class, with its
own interests; that this class has no interests separate from capitalismj; that
it is not revolutionary after allj; that it is bribed, complacent, satisfied;
and that the most the workers can expect is a string of petty reforms. It is
the aim of all apologists of the capitalist system, however 'radical', to
sabotage the independent movement of the working class and bring it under the
control and leadership of the bourgeoisie,

But in fact there is no life for working people under capitalism. There is
only wage-slavery, barc subsistence, insccurity, the threat of unemployment,
continual inflation, political suppression and constant efforts to break the
workers organized resistance. This is not the fulfillment of life, but its
complete denial. Workers live only to be worked, to create fantastic wealth
for the capitalists, and create poverty and worry for themselves. This system
offers nothing to the working class except its continued exploitation, insecurity
and want.

Yorkers in every capitalist country face the same conditions. The more they

organize to advance their own interests, the fiercer the repression they meet.
Imperialism, the highest and most decadent stage of capitalism, is reaction all
along the line. Tts sole aim is to perpetuate the wage-slave system, to
control and oppress other nations, increase its profit, and crush the workers
movement. It cannot exist without squeezing profits from the working class.
The working class cannot continue to exist while it is being bled dry; it must
overthrow imperialism wherever it exists. QOur struggle is international, our
goal is the same: the abolition of imperialism worldwide, and the creation of
a world for the intermnational working class.

To achicve this the working class of every country must have the leadership
of its most advanced elements, thcse who are guided by a clear understanding of
the nature of the capitalist system, who have analysed the role of the various
social classes and how thecy defend and advance their narrow interests at the
workers' expense, those who have studied the history of the international workers
movement, who have mastered the strategy and tactics of working class organization,
who can wage a consistent political and economic struggle against the ruling class
and its social props. 1In short, the working class mneeds a political party, an
advanced detachment, a vanguard, that fully defends the workers' immediate and
long-term interests, that fights for socialism. "

The creation of this party demands the greatest clarity on the aims, methods
and organization of the revolutionary working class movement. Without clarity
on our tasks, those tasks cannot be fulfilled.

I1. Imperialism

Capitalism rests on the expleoitation of wage-labor. The %ourgeoisie has taken
the means of production, the raw materials, factories, mines, mills, transportation,
all the fruits of labor as its own private property. The working class owns
nothinp but its ability to labor, which it must sell off, week by week, in order
to buy back from the capitalist thke means of living the workers themselves have
produced. Under this system, the worker is nothing but a slave, bound by wages.
Further, since labor produces both wages and profits, profits can be increased only
by lowering %ages. The interests of the capitaiist class and the working class
are directly opposed. The capitalists can live well only when the masses of workers
live poorly. By one or another means the bourgeoisie, through the use of its
political power, throupgh use of the state, through inflation, lay-offs, over-time,
speed-ups, court injunctions against strikes, bribed trade union bureaucrats, and
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so on, by one or another means the ruling class attempts to lower the standard of
living of the workers and thus raise its own.

This is particularly evident during the era of imperialism. Competition between
capitalists for higher profits results in monopoly, the domination of finance capital,
the banks, over the whole of capitalist society. Since the turn of the century,
monopolies have concentrated vast wealth and social power under their control, have
driven out their compctitors, and geared the ontire political and economic apparatus
to their own ends. The development of monopolies marks the most intense exploitation
of labor by capital, the worsening of the conditions of millions of worlking people,
the most desparate attempts by the monopoly bourgecoisie to crush the workers move-
ment. Tt is political reaction, suppression, and ruthless domination all along the
line. The bourpeoisie resorts to every device to maintain itself in power. But
while imperialism worsens the conditions of the working class, it also brings about
the most favorable conditions for the working class to overthrow it. Imperialism
is the highest and final stage of capitalism; it carries the contradictions of
capitalism to their final bounds, to the limit, beyond which socialist revolution
must begine. The system cannot avoid all-round political and economic crisis, no
matter how much its apologists attempt to reform, stabilize and prettify it. The
conditions are ripe for the masses of working people to see the utter and complete
bankruptcy of capitalism and the absolute necessity of its overthrow,. :

The working class of the imperialist countries has allies the world over.
The competition between the imperialists for world markets, raw materials and labor-
pouver has resulted in the subjugation of the oppressed nations, and this in turn
has sparled anti-imperialist movements throughout the Third World. The movements
of the oppressed nations for self-determination, for the overthrow of imperialism
and the establishment of socialism, are the natural and revolutionary allies of
the working class movements in the imperialist countries and socialist countries.

The strucple between the revolutionary alliance of the workin~ class and
oppressed nations on the one hand, and the camp of imperialists, reactionaries and
their props, on the other, is being waged in the transition between two great epochs
in the history of mankind. The epoch of class society, of the exploitation of man
by man, of subjusation, oppression, chauvinism, and social antagonism is coming to
an end. Defore us lies the epoch of classless society, the end to all oppression,
the era of the unbreakable unity of all working people. Communism, which
the ruling class viciously attacks and subverts, which the bourgeois
propagandists endlessly slander, distort and deny, which the bourgeoisie attempts
to blow off the face of the earth --communism, the simple, common sense notion
that since worling people produce everything they should also control and direct
what they produce, should satisfy their own needs, and build a society run by and
for workers-- communism, and the socialist revolution that brings it forth, is an
irresistible historical tendency.The bourgeoisie does all it can to stop it, but
the world's working and oppressed people will go on and over the bourgeoisie, will
smash the bourgeoisie's political power, and create the political power of the
proletariat.

This will occur despite the temporary setbacks for the working class, the
momentary reversals and defeats. The restoration of capitalism in the Soviet
Union has transformed the leading workéfé"étnte”ihto'anfimperialist,_spciql-
fascist country. Where once the Russian-workers wielded state power, constructed
a socialist system to mect the needs of working people, and were the guiding light
for the world's working class, they are now under the heel of a socigleimperialist
bourgeoisie, arc exglgipgg,_§EEQEE§§§QJ_gng_ggumigg;gb;g_Qg_ghe“workers of any
imperialist countrys The Sovict Union has emerged as one of the two leading
imperialist powers, and under the mask of "socialism'' attempts to pull oppressed -
'nations under its sway. But even the rise of social-imperialism, the defeat of
once-socialist countries, and the hypocritical use of '"socialist" words to cover
imperialist deeds, cannot stop the forward march of the international working class
movement. The social-imperialists, like any bourgeoisie, cannet avoid the contra-
dictions and crisis peculiar to capitalism, cannot avoid the resisfance and growing
political organization of the working class, cannot avoid the class struggle and
the persistent efforts by the working class to overthrow them through socialist
revolution. Tascism and social-imperialism are only the last-ditch cfforts by
the ruling class to preserve a system that is alrecady in a terminal state of
decadence and degeneration. The continued resistance and organization of the
workers of Rgssia and Eastern Lurope will show that the invincible power of the
proletariat is. stronger than any revisionism, and that the desparate steps taken
by the social-imperialists to save themselves are recally only steps towards the
arave.
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In the socialist countries --Qbin;, Albania, North Korea, Vietnam, Cambodia
and Laos=-- the workers and peasants are laying the foundation of a new social
order frec from exploitation. The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution of the
1960's and the present two-line struggle in China are proof that the workers! state
can combat and decfeat attempts to revive capitalism and the wage-slave system. The
finest representatives of the working class in these countries arc our guiding
light in the strupgle for a principled, consistent, and united internatiomal
worling class movement. The apologists of imperialism, the revisionists, those who
attempt to sabotage the workers' movement by denying its fundamental principles,
the opportunists, thosc who attempt to retard the movement and restrict it to
reformism, try by every mcans to deprive the working class of its political leader
ship, and substitute instcad the leadership of the bourgcoisiec. The Communist
Parties of the socialist countries must wage a constant strupgle against these
attempts, and continually educate the masses of workers to the dangers of revisionism,
opportunism, social-chauvinism and reformism. The Communist Party of China under
the leadership of Mao Tsc Tung and the Party of Labor of Albania under the leadership
of Enver Hoxha have been leading the struggle against the modern revisionism of the
Soviet Union since the early 1960's. But the strupgle against the new strains of
international revisionism, against social-chauvinism and "left" revisionism has
yet to be taken up from the standpoint of principled and open struggle. It is
the task of everyone who wishes to advance the working class movement to expose
every attempt to divert the workers into the control and direction of imperialism.

The competition between the imperialist powers, and particularly betwecen the
super-powers of the U.S. and UsS.5.Re, for control of world markets is bound to
lead to open world war. War is only the continuation of politics by other means.
The goal of imperialist war is the redivision of the world between the imperialists,
each trying to put a larger profit-rich area under its control. The imperialists
cannot avoid war anymore than they can avoid competing amongst themselves, even
when it mecans plunging the world into chaos. As the past two World Wars have
showvn, either sc-'ialist revolution will prevent world war, or world war will give
risc to socialist revolution. The working class must oppose the bourpeois slogan
of "Defend your country'! with the revolutionary slogan of Turn the imperialist
war into class war, turn vour weapons against the bourgeoisie, and defend your
own country only if it is oppressed or a workers' state. Workers have no stake in
fighting one another; thev have every stake in joining a common fight against the
impericlist bourgeoisie and their system.

I1I. The Spontaneous Vorkers' lovement

The workers' spontancous opposition to capitalism is as old as the capitalist
system itself. Uitﬂoutfbaiitical power and the collective ownership of the means

of production, the ﬁly,weapon of the working class is its organization. The first,
most immediate form of/organization;available to worliers, the tradec unions. are

an arm the workers instinctively raise against the blows of capital. But even

when the trade unions are under rank and file control, they cannot on their own
protect and advance the long-term interests of the working class, cannot touch the
foundations of the capitalist system, cannot put an end to capitalist exploitation.
The trade unions can bargain with the capitalists over wages, but they cannot
bargain away the wages-system. They can negotiate with the capitalists to improve
the workers' immediate conditions, but they cannot negotiate the overthrow of
capitalism and thus fulfill the workers' real intercsts. On its own, any trade
union struggle, no matter how militant, no matter how violently the bourgeoisie

may oprose it, is still completely within the bounds of bourgeois reospectibility
since such cconomic struggles do not question the existence of capitalism or the
political power of the bourgeoisie. That is the limit of trade unionism in

ceneral, and is the reason why a truly revolutionary strupgle must go beyond

trade unionism, must combine the economic and political struggles into one con-
sistently waged class struggle, and must have the leadership of a political

worlking class partye

Modern trade unionism, with its hierarchy of trade union bureaucrats and total
lack of rank and file control, is the logical outcome of the workers' spontaneous
strugmle. The trade unions are meant to fulfill only the workers! most immediate
necds: the amount of wages, hours, benefits, and working conditions. Further,
trade unions cover only a quarter of the working class as a whole, and so are in-
capable of conducting a class-wide struggle. A1l workers nced the benefits that
the trade urions provide, need to guarantce their wages and conditions, but the
workinr class-also needs to put an end to the wage-slave system, nceds to fight a
class-vide battle for the political power needed to overthrow the bourgeoisie and
to establish socialism. Vrom this it follows that the working class must bring
the trade unions under rank and file control and be directed by the political
party of the working class movement. The trade union bureaucrats must be isolated
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and driven out. The reformism and narrowmness of the economic struggle must be
subordinate to and guided by a broad political struggle for fundamental, revolutionary
change. This line opposes both the opportunists, who would have the working class
struggle only for reforms, and the neo-Trotskyites and syndicalists who oppose work

in the trade unions altogether . Both tendencies accomplish the same thing.

Stalin cites threec general strata within the working class that are the social
basis for conflicting political lines. The solid core of the working class, its
most stable and principled element, is composed 5f the industrial proletariat, the
factory workers, the workers in the largest branches of industry, who are in the best
position to see the cormon interests of all worksrs. The industrial workers are
traditionally the most highly organized, most concentrated in numbers, and the most
active in the trade union movement. They constitute the secure base for the class-
wide political struggle, the main basis of support for the worliers communist party.
The second strata is the labor aristocracy, the trade union bureaucrats and the top
craft unions. These workers and bureaucrats are the bribed portion of the working
class, paid out of the super-profits of imperialism, enjoying exceptional standards
of living, and are the main social basis for opportunism, revisionism, social-
chauvinism, jingoism and sabotage of the workers' movement. They pose as represen-
tatives of the working class, its spokesmen and defenders, but in fact exist only
to mislead the workers on behalf of the capitalists. They are in fact the workers'
class cnemies, the social props of imperialism, of reaction and chauvinism in the
working class movement. DYolitically they are represented by the left wing of the
Democratic Party, the Social-Democrats like Michael Harrington, the revisionist
Communist Party-U.S.A., and the small groupings of opportunist tendencies, the
Revolutionary Union (RCT), the October League. and half a dozen other economist
tendencics—in—our-movement. Dy one or another means, the political representatives
of the labor aristocracy attempt to bind labor to capital and thus preserve their
ovn comfortable positions above the masses of workers. The third general strata
is composcd of the new arrivals to the working class, the bankrupted farmers and
small busincssme; , unsucecessful salesmen, the ex-students, the ex=sclf-employed
and so on, all the petty bourgeois, middle-class elements who are driven dovm by
the monopolies into proletarian existence. This strata is the least stable, since
it includes elements who continually aspire to "independent!, parasitical means of
life, who are completely bourgeois in their outlook and aspirations, who would
like to become capitalists themselves, who oppose the monopolies only out of
jealousy, and who are hostile to the workers they feel they arc superior to. These
nev arrivals, half-worlers, half-bourgeois, continually vacillate betwueen the
workina class and the bourgeoisie. Politically, they tend to adventurism and
anarchism vhen times are hard, and to compromise and reformism when times are good.
Lacking a solid proletarian outloolz, this petty bourgeois clement has no con-
sistency, no patience with organization, no sense of proletarian unity and thus
no stable political line. It is every bit as opportunistic as the labor aristocracy,
only it is less successful. DTolitical instability, vacillation, frantic desparation,
and inconsistency are its main characteristics. Only vhen the working class movee
ment is strong can these elements be brought under truly proletarian lcadership.
Vhen the vorlking class movement is weal:, as today, the petty bourgeois new arrivals
attempt to cxert their own leadership over the masses of worlers.

These three strata account for the diversity of political tendencies struggling
for leadership over the workers'! movement,

There are also varying degrees of advancement within the working class, depending
on the experience and political understanding of various workers within the class.
The most backward workers are those who are caught up in the daily routine of
factory life, who are preoccupied with themselves and their families, and wvho at
the most engage in the cconomic, trade union strupgle for their immediate needs. =
‘The grcat mass of average workers can see the limits of the trade union struggle,
can scc that the strugple for better wapges does not meet the workers' real needs,
can sce that the bourgeocisie controls the govermment, that the trade union bureaucrats
need to be kicked out, that the press and official society is geared solidly against
the workers, and that fundamental, socialist change is needed. The average workers can
understand bits and pieces of capitalist society, but lack an integral, harmonious
and consistent class-conscious outlook. A numerically smaller portion, the advanced
workers, strive constantly for such an outlook, and may independently develop a
socialist understanding. The advanced workers are the finest representatives of
the entire worling class: the most dedicated to the workers'! cause, the most prin-
cipled, conskstent, selfless and wholly committed to the strugple apainst capital.
They have seen by their owvn cuperience and thce experience of their class that what is
needed is a persistent political strugpgle against the bourpeoisie, that the struggle
for reforms must be a by-product of the strugmle for revolution, and that workers
cannot ond exploitation without putting an end to the whole of the capitalist system.
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Lenin states that the advanced workers are a matural product of the develop-
ment of capitalism, arc its comscious grave-diggers, and the means by which the
vorkinm class as a whole becomes politically cducated. These workers constantly
scek answers to the tasls before the worlkers!' movement, pravitate to scientific
socialism, to liarxism~Leninism. It is the role of the communist intelligensia
to provide them the answers.

IV, The Cormunist Yovenment

_ Workers cannot on their own develop a truly scientific understanding of class
society and the role of the working class within it. Such scientific understanding
requires a thorough study of history, of social and productive relations, of the
basic laws that guide social development. Such scientific knowledge is the fruit
of the intelligensia, of the petty bourgeois and bourgeois intellectuals, who have,
at the expensc of the working class, the necessary leisure time and academic
background to pursuc an all-round study. Cnly a very small portion of the intelli-
mensia is able to overcome their upper-class bias and prejudice and sce the
historical inevitability of the socialist revolution. Of that small portion, only
a tiny number actually cross class lines and wholly adopt a scientific, class
conscious outlook. The founders of scientific socialism --lMarx, Engels, Lenin, and
Stalin -~ were revolutionary intellectuals who completely rejected their bourgeois
and petty bourgeois backprounds, and gave themselves fully to the advancement of
the rcvolutionary worlkers' movement., The contemporary leaders of the international
movement, Mao Tse Tung and Lnver Hoxha, have taken the same route.

Scientific political knowledge is brought to the working class from without,
from the revolutionary intelligensia, but not all the intellectuals, ex-students and
professionals who attempt to take political knowledge to the workers have a truly
scientific understanding themselves. Thus while consistent and scientific outlook
is brought in by the most conscientious and dedicated elements of the socialist
intellipensia, the working class is also exposed to a wide variety of non-socialist
and opportunist political lines. The opportunists in the communist movement are
those petty bour eois intellectuals who have not thoroughly transformed their world
outlooks, have not adopted a scientific and true understanding, have tended towards
the working class movement but have got stuck along the way. Usually with the best
of intentions, they bring to the working class only their own narrowness, one-
sidedncss, and frustration, all embellished in the finest '"Marxist" phrasing. The
opportunist, petty bourpeois political lines they develop, however high-sounding,
have the objective efiect of attempting to exert petty bourgeois or bourgeois con-
trol over the workers movement. The opportunists are not usually conscious of
what they're doing, are not aware that they're stuck, and are insistent that their
lines are exactly what the working class needs, TFrom the working class standpoint
we are less concerned with whether the opportunists are conscious or not than with
the rcactionary influence they exert within the working class movement, The
struggles within the communist movement, which from the outside appear to be
sectarian squabbling over shades of differences, are in fact decisive struggles
over whether opportunist or principled lines will lead the workers'! movement. The
most consistent, scientific and disciplined elements of the communist movement must
continually combat the efforts of the opportunists to introduce bankrupt and mis-
leading political lines into the working class. Political knowledpe is brought to
the working class from without, and we must insure that that knowledge is truly
scicntific, that it accurately assesses objective conditions, that it marks a
consistent line of march for the working class movement and fully protects and
advances its interests.

The communist movement in the U.S. has not reached the point where it can con-
sistently fulfill the tasks before it. The social base for opportunism, for
vacillation and compromise with the bourgeoisie is much larger in the U.S. than
anywhere else, and this has had its effect on the communist movement in the form
"0f ideolopical confusion and the dominance of opportunist tendencies. The vast
majority of active larxist-Leninists emerged from the civil rights and anti-war
movements of the 1960's. These movements were petty bourgeois in their class
basis, were reformist in their political lines, and rejected the leading role of
the working class. Only when these movements had run their course did groups and
individuals bepin to look to the proletariat, the only truly revolutionary class
in modern socicty. The process of tending towards the working class gave risc to
a new communist movement in the early 1970's. Our movement as a whole has not
yet sufficiently brolken with the petty bourgeois heritage of the 1960's, has not
yet broken with opportunism, reformism and compromise. Our movement as a whole
still lacks khe idecolopical and theoretical clarity, discipline and organization
ncecessary to provide political leadership for the working class. Instead, it has
been deminated by one or another opportunist tendency, has been encouraged to
neplect our theoretical taslks, has been reared in reformism and catch-phrases,
and so has lacked the guiding light it is supposed to give to the workers'! move-
ment.
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This is self-evident when we look at the major tendencies that have passed
through our movement. The Communist League has declared itself the only truly
revolutionary political party of the working class, basing itsclf on the narrowest
reformism and concilliation with imperialism, and sliding finally intdfTrStskyigmrg
The Revolutionary Union, the largest organization to visit fhe movement, has
declared itself the only truly rcvelutionary party of the working class, basinp
itself on a program that objectively defends the interests of the labor aristoéracy
and petty bourpeoisie, and elevates incompetence and vacillation to the level of
principle. The second largest organsation, the October Leagues will shortly
declarc its own precious self "the only truly revolutionary party of the working
class', based on a programvof_Qutrightncompromisadwith—impc:ialismfmanﬂLhc_excuse
of opposinp social-imperialism. These Trotskyitz, Right opportunist and "left"

evisionist tendencies apreal to and reflect the narrow interests of the reaction-
ary and backward elements within the working class, the labor aristocracy and
petty bourgeois new arrivals. They attempt in fact to rally the masses of
oppressed workers around the interests of the workers' class enemies, around the
interests of the bourgeoisie and their social props. They have pulled large
sections of the communist movement under opportunist leadership, retarded the
political development of cadre under their control, fostered refeormist and
anarchistic tendencies and have thus deprived the working class movement of
potentially consistent communist organizers. In short, these opportunist organi-
zations who pretend to speak in the workers! interests have in fact become social
props of the bourgeoisie within the working class. By their actions they have
placed themselves outside the communist movement and stand, however much they may
deny it, on the side of the ruling class.

No other major tendency or group within our movement has proven that it has
sufficient grasp on the tasks before the working class to become a model and leading
center. The UYorkers Viewpoint Organization set out with the best of intentions,
but has consolidated around its own peculiar form of academic opportunism. The
Pucrto Rican Revolutionary Yorkers Organization is pfésently reclaiming the 1960's
petty bourgcois -ebellion as its own proud heritage, is directly appealing to
narrow nationalist tendencies within the movemenr, and has shown complete confusion
over the tasks and stages of party-building. The Marxist-Leninist Organizing
Committee continues to advance and defend refined forms of black nationalism. and
has failed to assume the theorctical tasks it admits need to be fulfilled. The
August Twenty-Ninth Movement and Revolutionary Workers League are still relatively
unformulated and so have been unable to make substantial contributions to the
dE&elopment of the movement nationzlly. These organizations, taken collectively,
along with rank and file members of the leading opportunist groups, and many
smaller communist groups and individuals, are the potential basis for a viable,
strong and consistent communist movement. Our weaknesses can be overcome providing
there is sufficient committment, discipline and determination. Opportunist
tendencies can be isolated and defeated, providing we wage a ruthless struggle
apainst opportunism and steel ourselves against its effects, provided we consis-
tently protect and advance the interests of the working class and oppose every
attempt to reduce the workers movement to reformism. The movement can be put on
a firm footing, can fuse with the workers' movement and create a steadfast com-
munist party, providing that crrors are openly admitted, understood and corrected,
providing we put aside all narrowness, all presumptuousness, all pretense, and
direct every effort at raising ourselves to the level of the revolutionary tasks
before the working class.

Political struggle within the communist movement is the absolute precondition
for its principled unity and organization. Without an open and compuehensive dis-
cussion, reflecting the wide range of views within the movement on the major
questions before it, it will be impossible to determine which views are correct
and which are incorrect, and thus which political lines should lead the workers! -
‘movement. Without a correct resolution of the proper method to build the Party,
of the principled stand on the national question in the U.S., of the correct tactics.
in the trade union movement, of relations to other classes and strata, of the
international situation, of the movement of working and oppresded women, and so on,
there cannot be a principled program around which to unite the movement and insure
that it consistently represents the hiphest interests of the working class. The
failurc of our movement to date has been that political strurgle has been incon-
sistent and rarcly based on principle, that relations between communist groups
have beon for the most part based on narrow self-interest, and that polemics have not
led to preater clarity, but to confusion. This is bound to occur until our move-
ment is groumded on a firm and unshakable foundation of revolutionary theory,
clearly sces what lies before it, and has mastercd the forms of struggle necessary
to lead a nation-wide working class movement. This foundation is laid throuph
the strupgle for correct political lines, through the struggle against opportunism
and betraval of the worliers' movement, through the struggle against the representatives
of the bourpcoisie within the working class.
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The new communist movement as a whole is tending towards the working class,

but is not yet bound up with it, has not vet carned the respect and trust of the
workers, has not yet provcn itself the most capable defender of the interests of
working, pcople, has not yet mastered the outlook and forms of organization essential
to lead the working class apgainst the bourgeoisie. It still lacks the stability

of firm and deep roots within the working class, still suffers from petty bourgeois
vacillation and confusion. This sad state of affairs can be overcome only when ’
the movement has becn organized around a principled and tested line, only when its
most competent, able and dedicated elements come to the forefront as its leading
force, only when the finest elements of the communist movement fuse with the finest
elements of the working class and thus lay the basis for a principled and steadfast
Marxist-Leninist party.

V. Tusion with the Working Class and Creation of the Party

The Party we must create must be the most highly orpanized, most advanced
detachment of the working class. Its aims are simple and clear: to organize the
masses of workers for their emancipation from wage-slavery, to lead the political
and economic struggle of the entire working class against the entire capitalist
class, to throw off the social props of the bourgeoisie within the workers' move-
ment who attempt to retard its development and drag it back, to smash the political
power of the capitalists, the bourgeois state, and create in its place a state that
fully advances and defends the interests of the millions of working people, to
construct a socialist system that fulfills their needs. The Party is the highest
form of organization of the working class, its leading light, its champion and
defender.

The Party is created by the fusion of two movements. On the cne hand, the
comnunist movement, compoced of revolutionary intellectuals, of those who have
wholly rejected their petty bourgecis and bourgeois backpgrounds and have put their
intellectual skills at the service of the working class, strive to unite with the
workers movement and bring it the light of political knowledge. Cn the other
hand, the most ¢« nscious elements of the workers' movement, the advanced workers,
those whohave developed a general understanding of capitalist society and the tasks
before the working class, those whe seek the most scientific understanding, the
puidelines and principles that will lead the working class to victory, strive to
unite with the communist movement for a clearer understanding of the class struggle..
The fusion of scientific socialism with the working class movement, the fusion of
the most advanced elements of the communist movement with the most advanced
elemcnts of the workers' movement, is the precondition for a consistent, revolution-~
ary struggsle against capitalisms The Party is the embodiment of that fusion.
Uithout it the communist movement remains fragmented, isolated and eventually
depcnerates, while the workers' movement remains trapped in trade unionism, re-
formism, and subject to the perpetual attacks of the bourgeoisiec.

Tt goes without saying that the political party of the working class must be
at all times capable of continuing under any conditions, no matter how severc.
Imperialism is reaction all along the line; the capitalist class will use every
means at its disposal to subvert the workers' movement and crush its political
leadership. The Party must therefore be highly disciplined, organized, professional,
and operate under the strictest centralization and unity of will. It must be
preparcd to use legal forms of struggle when they are available, and illegal forms
when they are not. It must combine both open and secretive measures so as to
withstand the attempts by the bourpeoisie to destroy it.

It was preciscly the failure of the revisionist Communist Party U.S.A. to meet
these standards, its failure to base itself on the outlook of the working class, its
failure to meet the theoretical and practical tasks before the workers' movement,
its failure to defend the worliers! interests and instead betray those interests to .o
~the bournmeoisie, its failure to root itself in the working class and instead become
rooted amongst the liberals and petty bourgeoisie, its failure to oppose imperialism
and instcad compromise with it, that led it to becomc a leading force of counter-
revolution within the working class. The C.P.U.S.A. has never-.been a truly Marxist~
Leninist party, has never consistently led the workers' movement beyond reformism.
Today, along with the major "Communist" Parties in Europe, Latin American, and
Canada. the C.P.U.S.A. rTepresents a fifth column of Soviet social-imperialism, an
apent of imperialism, attempting to bind the working class to the capitalist

system. A mnew, truly Marxist-Leninist communist party cannot become the vanpuard

of the -rorkers' movement without a consistent strucple against modern revisionism,
the CaP.U.SeA., and any other attempt by opportunists to mislead the workinp class.
Unless the masses of workers come to understand the role of modern revisionism,

with its preaching of "detente" and "peaceful transition to socialism'', with its

open cornromisce with canitalism, its catering to liberals and trade union bureaucrats,
the working class itself will be compromised and subjected to real wage-slavery

under a false "socialism'. Ve must avoid reneating the same error that millions of
Russian workers have had to learn of by their own bitter experience.
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e must also ruthlessly oppose every attempt by false "friends" of the
wvorking class to dearade the role of the workers! Party. These opportunists
have the "best" of intentions, but in fact, consciously or unconsciously. mean
to deprive the working class of the discipline, organization and unity of will
nccessary to overthrow capitalism. Those who say that the Party must be
open, broad and democratic, so loose in fact that any penny-ante liberal could
take part, would createc a "workers" party full of professors and students,
liberals and do-gooders, a party that would not be able to withstand the least
repression put against it and that therefore would be always open to compromise.
Those vho claim they have already fused with the working class, when in fact
they have only fused with the petty bourgeois new arrivals, labor aristocracy
and opportunist elements in the working class, those who have created parties
based on these backward strata, have in fact created rearruard parties, parties
which tail after the working class movement and attempt to drag it back. Such
partics, the Communist Labor Party, the Revolutionary Communist Party, the
Progressive Labor Party, the October League's future party, and a slough of tiny
Trotskyite partics and proups, are parties of thz petty bourgeoisie dispuised
as worlkers' partics. They take the form of workers! parties only to divert the

working class to petty reformism, that is, to what the petty bourgcoisie itself
has interests in.

To create a workers' party for the working class, a party that fully reflects
the workers' interecsts and wages a relentless strupple against attempts to mislead
the class, it is necessary to understand the phases of its development and our
primary tasks within cach phase. The history of the world working class movement
has proven out Stalin's thesis that every consistent and principled workers'
party develops through three main periods: the period of the Party's formation,
in which the primary tasl is to win the advanced workers to scientific socialism;
the period of the Party's active mass work, in which the primary task is to rally
the millions of working people to the political leadership of the Party and open
a comprehensive class struggle against the bourgeoisie; and the period of socialist
revolution, the‘victory of working people over capitalism, in which the primary
task is to consolidate the political power of the working class and the construction
of socialism.

Within the first period there are in turn three general stages that together
lay a granite foundation for the Party's creation. Up to this point the communist
movement has developed spentaneously, a wide variety of circles and groups spring
up throughout the country, each develops its own understanding of the tasks before
the workers' movement and begins practical work to fulfill them. The movement has
developed throughout the country, but still lacks clarity, cohesion and unity
around a principled line. Tt is during this phase of scattered and spontanecous
prowth of the movement that opportunist tendencies are able to take advantage of
the lack of principled leadership and to impose their own. In our movement this
phase covers the period betwcen 1970 and the present, the phase in our development
marked by the domination of opportunist and revisionist tendencies. The main
task in the first stage of party-building must therefore be to oppose the leading
centers of opportunism in our movement and creatz a real leading center, a leading
core of the finest and most principled elements, a leading center capable of
orpanizing the most consistent and dedicated communists in the movement and creating
the mcans to draw the most advanced workers into active political struggle. Once
this principled tendency has been established in the movement, once the most homnest
and conmitted communists begin to gravitate towards it and put their local work on
a comprehensive footing, once they have bepgun to actively win the advanced workers
to the taslk of creating the Tarty apparatus, the foundation is laid for the form-
ation of conscious Tartvy cadre. In this second stage, all distinctions between
revolutionary intellectunls and advanced workers disappear. The revolutionary
~intellectuals begin to learn the concrete means to bring class consciousness to
the workers, begin to master the different forms of struggle essential for a unified
and disciplined movement, and gain the stability of fusion with the workers. The
advanced worliers become fully conscious of their tasks, have the means to fulfill
them, and pain the stability of scientific understanding of the historical mission
of the working class. Once the theoretical and organizational foundation for the
Party has been built, once the foremost workers and foremost communists have joined
for the cormon effort, once the conscious Party cadre have forged a real apparatus
to lead the masses of worliers, the Party becomes an accomplished fact. The Party
is guided by its program, the product of scientific investigation and struggle
for clarity-on the conditions facing the working class. The Party defines the basic
stratery of the proletarian movement, and the range of tactics it must use. All
that is necessary for this third stage of party-building is the expansion of the
Party cadres into a real workers' Party, the fleshing out of the Party through
recruitment of new Party workers during the course of the workers' struggle.
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Tt should be self-cvident to anyone :sho has kept track of the development of
our movement that we have barcly entered the first stage of party-building. No
tendency within our movement has proven that it has the wherewithall to become a
Jeading center. Tn fact, the leading centers that have put themselves into the
forefront have only proven themselves to be vanpuards of opportunism, reformism
and compromise of the movement., Many of the movement's active practical workers
have not yet broken with petty bourgeois outlook, with narrowvness, and one-sidedness.
Yany have not yet taken up, or have only partly taken up, the theoretical work
essential to resolve the major questions before us. 1!any are content with catch-
phrases and slogans, and haven't the least idea of how to carry these slogans into
practice. Our movement is rife with opportunism and vacillatione Once we have
understood this, once we have understood the derths of opportunist tendencics in
all sections of the movement, it will be possible to root out those tendencies
and forge a consisent and principled leading center to guide our work.

VIi. CQur Present Tasks

Given this state of affairs, what are the essential tasks for those who wish
to orgnnize a revolutionary workers'! movement, who wish to overthrow the capitalist
system and establish the invincible political power of the working class? It 1s
necessary first of all to take up the mass of theoretical-work-that has been
nhrLggEQﬂ_ﬁg_ih&ﬁﬂ;gunLn;_ﬁgx_mph than 50-years, to study and analyse the
wealth of experience of the world revolutionary movement, and to resolve the )
fundamental questions necessary for a sound and principled Party programe. Without
a thorough understanding of revolutionary theory it is impossible to know how and
in what direction to move. WVithout a revolutionary theory there can be mno
revolutionary movement.

Sccondlv e must wage a ruthless struggle against evcry attempt to.revise the
promise in theory that threatens to dlvert the movement into oppaftunlsm and com-
promise in practice. The influx of petty bourpeois outlook into the movement is
the main source of ideolopical wavering, confusion and vacillation. Only a con-
sistent strugnle against these deviations will enable our movcment to stand
squarely on the side of the working class. The struggle against imperialism is
inseparable from the struggle against opportunism. In Lenin's words: 'Opportunism
is our principal enemy. Opportunism in the upper ranks of the working-class move-
ment is bourgeois socialism, not proletarian socialism. It has been shown in
practice that worlinp-class activists who follow the opportunist trend are better
defenders of the bourgeoisie than the bourgeois themselves. Without their leader-
ship of the workers, the bourgeoisie could not remain in power."

Thirdly, we must begin to lay a real foundation of_rpvolutlonary practice and
organization.  Qur practical work must not follow at the tail of the workers' move=
ment, must not become an excuse tc glorify the trade union and economic struggle,
but must stand at its head, to lead the working class movement in a comprehensive
class strupple. UWe will remain wretched amateurs until we learn to gear our
practical work towards winning the advanced workers, until we learn to draw them
into active political struggle, until we begin to lay the basis for systematic
propaganda and agitation, until we find the means to safeguard our work, and make
the most of every cadre's talents and capabilities.

Vithout these necessary steps it will be impossible to forge the discipline,
unity of will and professional competence essential for the Party. Without such
a Party there can be no independent workers' movement, no unity of the working
class, and no decisive struggle against the imperialist system. Uith such a Party
the working class will become an invincible force. « "
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