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THE ELECTION &

As we enter the last stages
of the campaign, the three major
candidates seem to be Ford,
Carter, and Apathy--not necess-
arily in that order. Even so,
we cannot afford to allow this
event to go by without analysis.
If the left has been almost en-
tirely unable to use this elec-
tion to rouse and educate and
organize working people, then
at least we must try to figure
out how this impotence can be
avoided in the future.

No longer is Vietnam the
burning issue it was four years
ago what with the defeat of the
U.S. in South East Asia. No
longer are the eyes of the
people turned toward another
part of the world. In the last
four years, the U.S. and the
rest of the capitalist powers

began sliding into what they all

feared was the beginning of an-
other Depression, with inflation
first climbing up to the double
digits, and then unemployment
doing the same. Only the most
massive increase in governmental
debt in history, to the tune of .
some $80 billion, under a bal-
ance-the-budget President, has
brought the economy out of its
nosedive - temporarily. There
has been no recovery in many
parts of the country, only a
leveling off, and in some places
not even that. The other in-
gredient of the “cure" has been
a massive attack on labor and
living standards generally, with
big cutbacks in services and
freezes or rollbacks of wages in
many cities and areas.

It seems unlikely that things
can go very much longer without
an even more rapid decline, and
an even more furious attack on
working people. Long gone are
the relatively prosperous 50's.
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Gone too are the turbulent 60's,
with the anti-war movement and
third world movements and re-
volts in this country. What
seems to be approaching us now
is a - direct economic and politi-
cal attack on working people
generally, and sooner .or later
this cannot help but drive work-
ing people to fight against
these attacks and begin to waken
from the relative lethargy that
has afflicted them for several

" decades since WW ITI and before.

For these decades the working
class has remained in the hip
pocket of the corrupt union
bosses and the Democratic pol-
iticians. And indeed there was
good reason. The union leaders
did seem to be able to come up
with wage increases fairly reg-
ularly, and the Democrats seemed
to be able to come thru with a
few reforms to patch up some of
the rough spots--so why rock the
boat? This certainly doesn't
mean that working people have
any great faith in the union
bosses or the Democratic hacks--
they certainly don't. But what
alternative is there?--and be-
sides - things are not all that
bad, people would say.

....NEBULOSITY AND
NOTHINGNESS

- Which brings us up to the pre-
sent. Once again the Democratic
Party is casting itself in its
traditional mold of the party of
mild reform, the party which
gives the poor and the .warking
people the better break and so
forth. Carter's rhetoric is as

safe and nebulous as can be. and
he has committed himself to very
little, if indeed anything at
all. Nevertheless, he manages
to convey the impression that he
somehow intends to do something
to protect the poor and working
peopl€ against the attacks that
have ‘been mounted against them
by the Ford administration and
the Nixon administration before
him.

As for Ford, he has gradually
become a known entity, a Nixon
with the rough edges removed,
with a lobotomy even. Ford's
sole appeal is his incumbency
and blandness. '

He very narrowly avoided

 being ousted by the more fanat-

ical wing of reaction--Reagan
and Co. Indeed, in some re-
spects the Ford-Carter contest
is already an anti-climax. It
ig less interesting than the
Reagan-Ford contest was and 1is
certainly rousing less passion.

. He has so far managed to tip-
toe along the edge of economic
catastrophe, without yet falling
off the precipice. For lack of
anything better, he has the more
or less automatic support of all
the more conservative elements
in the population. He has no
hope of winning much support
among the worse off section of
the working class, or among
Black and other third world
people.
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-rhetoric to the contrary.
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Carter's rhetoric is much
more appealing to working people,

and third world people in partic-
There is nothing new about

ular.
this rhetoric.  They have heard
it many times before, only to
see one Democratic politician
after another turn around, once
in office, and trample into the
dirt every solemn pledge given
to the voters before the elec-
tion. So that while Carter's is
by far the preferred rhetoric,
it is highly questionable as to
how much of it he will be able
to cash in on at the polls.

As it is now, Mayor Beame,
Gov. Carey, and Carter's Demo-
cratic eronies around the coun-
try, continue slashing .away at °
wages, jobs and services, all

~ the time with tears in their

eyes, pleading for the working
people to understand the fiscal
necessities involved. And the
union hacks, after a few shrill
but phoney barks, meekly go a-
long with the program hand in
hand with their Democratic
cronies, they too explainging
the necessities to the workers.
Just as Beame and Co. in the
end do the bidding of Ford and
Simon, so will Carter in the
end do the bidding of magnates
of high finance. He may do it
apologetically a la Beame, but
there is no reason in the world

to think he will act differently.

Every section of capital, in
this economic crisis, seeks a
way .out at the expense of the
working class. =i i -

Why can't there be a repeat
of the Roosevelt phenomenon?
There are several good reasons
why it is unlikely in the ex-
treme. First, Roosevelt him-
self was not a "new dealer"
in the earliest few years. It
was only after a few years of
his first term that he em-
barked on the road of making
concessions to working people
and launched. his campaign of
mild reform and public works.
He did so in the face of a
militant labor movement, a
labor movement which has yet
to re-attain that same level
of militancy. The policy he
followed building up huge
public debts ‘is no longer ‘a.
new one. It has been pursued
by the Nixon and Ford adminis-
trations more than anyone else
before, in spite of their
" The
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4 strength to defend itself,
- Ple may balk at such: a statement

mountain of debt sitting atop
the economy cannot be expanded
indefinitely without bringing
on a wild, runaway inflation
at some point. Finally, the
U.S. is no longer a young %
imperialist power as it still
was in many respects in the
Roosevelt era. The U.S. is a .
declining imperialist power,
no longer able to make the
concesssions to its working
classes that it was able. to
in years before. The
Rooseveltian rhetoric is still
with us, but the substance is
gone; substantial concessions
are no longer in the cards.
The U.S. workers face an .
increasingly bitter struggle °
just to hang on to what they
have. b i
In one sense Carter is a
greater danger than Ford or even
Reagan, in the sense that he de-
lays the realization by the
working class that it cannot de-
prend upon anything but its own
Peo-

pointing to the fact that Carter
talks much less ominously than
Ford (or Reagan) but that is the
precise point. Such talk mere-
1y soothes people and diverts
them from realizing clearly the
only real alternative they have.
The talk is completely un-
reliable, and will quickly

melt into oblivion in the face
of the economic realities

faced by Carter's capitalist
masters. : , -

PHOOEY ISN'T. ENOUGH

We can no longer delay turn-
ing to the theme--what's in
all this for working people?
There are some working people
who say--phooey on the whole
business, the whole thing is
a waste of time--and these
working people would receive
considerable support in their
attitude from a good part of
the left here. There's another
sector that says, well, look
at Ford, I doubt Carter will
do much- either but what else
is there?

There is a great deal in
common between these two views

m‘\ 1]
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‘as well.
party which takes as its basic

really. They both ‘grow out of
political impotence and apathy.
On the one ‘hand, there is really
little faith in the Democratic

- politicians, and yet on the

other hand the working class
here does not even picture it-
self as a class in any very
clear terms, as for example do
most of .the European working
classes, not to mention workers
in the rest of the world. The
working class here is only

just beginning to waken from its
decades long sleep which was
induced by imperialist prosperity
(a prosperity which is now
vanishing). So the alternative
to political indifferentism--
or--what comes out to the same
thing, heaving a sigh and pull-
ing down the Democratic lever--

.~ is not readily available to the

U.S. working class,

What is that alternative?
That the working class begin
to break away from the two
party system, from the two .
parties of big business and
begin to form its own party,
a working class party, begin
to run its own candidates and
do all kinds of other work in
support of the working class
What is needed is a

platform and premise the fact
that there are different

classes in this society, that
the interests of working people,
the working class, and the -
capitalists are opposed, that
the working class needs a party
not of one or'another .sector of
the rich and wealthy, but a
party of its own with which to
fight against the capitalists.

In view of the low level of

.class consciousness at the

present time, it would be ri-
diculous to think of such a
party having any kind of ad-
vanced platform, never mind
revolutionary platform. What
is needed is a party that takes
the first steps in the direction
of separating the working class
from the Democrats as well as
various middle class parties of
the right and left, convincing
the working class to rely on
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. own countries.

Chairman Mao_with friends
from " Asia, Africa and
Latin America, 1959.

fidence that lMiao did, and still

does. The Communist movement is
spreading to every nook and
cranny of the globe.

some indication of this. As
soon as working people in what-
ever country do begin waking up
and becoming class conscious it
is to Mao Tsetung's ideas and to
Mao Tsetung's China that they
turn for inspiration and hope in
the future, for the strength to
carry on the struggle- in their
And it is with
these workers, no matter how
small a minority they might be
in some countries, that lies the
future, a little closer or a
little more distant, of every
country. :
GENIUS AND THE MASSES

Mao' Tsetung's greatness is a
product not only, or even prima-
rily, of his genius. Rather,
Mao was created, was a product
of the Chinese Revolution. His-

* tory presented the Chinese and

Mag with a long series of his-
torical tasks to solve, lao
Tse tung and the Chinese people
were tempered in many struggles:
against imperialism, against
revisionism, against the capi-
talist roaders within the
Chinese Communist Party. With-
out these struggles there could
be no Mao Tsetung. Without the
great masses of people who waged
these struggles, there. could be
no Mao Tsetung. Mao's great-
ness is but a reflection of the
greatness of the common people,
of ordinary men and women,. of -
their. enormous potential,- initi-
ative and creativeness. Nao's
greatness consisted. in knowing
how to unleash that potential.
Look at China"s accomplishmentsl
Individual genius could not
account for even one millionth
of one percent of these accom-
plishments. But great talents
devoted to mobilizing and lead-
ing working people has resulted
in untold miracles. ;

- The capitalists - the bour-
geoisie --have ceased producing
great heroes. For the last
hundred years or more the really
great thinkers and leaders have
been thosé that have placed
their talents in the service of
the proletariat-the working
people. - Mao Tsetung ranks with
Harx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin
as one of these great leaders
and thinkers. The proletariat
is still a young and vigorous
class. It will produce many
more great leaders and thinkers
-- in ever increasing numbers.
Ferhaps in the future no single
leader will enjoy the authority,
love, and respect bestowed upon
Mao Tsetung and the earlier
leaders. But if that is so, it
will only be because through the

: The breadth
of the movement is already giving

spreading and deepening of the
world communist movement, not
one, but many, many great
leaders of the working class
movement will come forward in
many parts of the globe. This
will be in large part thanks to
the efforts of Mao Tsefung and
the other great Mafxists.

We've been lucky to have
lived in the era of Mao Tsetung.
We must not forget that Mao, up
to his last breath was looking
ahead, to the truly unprece-
dented battles and struggles
yet to come, It is in this
direction that we too.must look.

Chairman Mao on May 20, 1970, issued
the golemn statement “People of the
World, Unite and Defeat the US. Ag-
gressors and All Their Running Dogsl”

tries Expanding in The U.S.". -
Why, according to the article,

in the U.S.?
that U,S. labor is
tively cheaperd

“For example as of mid-
-1975 average hourly com-
pensation.in the United
States including fringe.
benefits stood at $6.22,
compared with $6.19 in’
West Germany. - Five years
earlier, the United
States was at $4.20,
while West Germany paid
$2.32." .

What this. means is that some
of£ the lower-wage and non-union
states, primarily in the South,
provide attractive opportunities
not only for U.S.
foreign capital as well. The
capitalists owe their thanks to
the government, President Ford,
and Nixon before him for driving
down the living standards of the

growing rela-

U.S. working class so as to make -

" "investment climate" more
attractive!

Another reason mentioned in .
he same article for this devel-
pment is that:

'This country gives good
management more of a
chance than in West Ger-
many,® says Herbert
Hergeth, President of
Hergeth KG, a textile
machinery company with
one plant in South Caro-
lina. “*The right of the
worker to interfere in
Germany makes it nearly
impossible for good man-
agement to handle a com-~
pany.. According to law
the worker can decide who
gets the job, whe gets
fired; they can even look
at financial statements
and even tell us what

try

U.S.-AN UNDERDEVELOPED
COUNTRY ?

. There was an interesting arti-
cle in the N.Y. Times not too
long ago entitled "Foreign Indus-

are foreign industries investing:
The first reason is

capital but' for
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its own strength in doing battle
with the rich and their govern-
ment and politicians. This does
not mean that it can or should
avoid taking stands on a wide
range of issues affecting the
working class. A party, for
example, that does not come out
foresquare in opposition to all
forms of discrimination against
third world people and women

has no chance whatsoever of
building class consciousness
among U.S. workers. It would
also be a mistake to think that
such a party can emerge over
night on a national scale.
will first have to get its
feet wet running in local elec-
tions, and only later begin to
make use of the forum that
national elections provide.

It

People might say, isn't it a
little late to begin talking
about a third party .now? True,
for this election of course,
it's way too late. And to that
extent, we are severely limited
in the ways in which we can make
any kind of positive use of this
election. But what can be done
is to use this election to raise
the idea and the necessity far
such a third party--a working
class party. Preparations can
be made in the coming period
to see that we are in a position
to make use of the capitalist
elections against the capita--
lists, to use them not to befog,
benumb and pacify the working
class, but to rouse it to class
consciousness and militancy in
defense of its interests and the
poor angd exploited of our coun-

machine to buy.' "

'Business climate is the
most important thing®,
says Ives Trellu, execu-
tive Vice-Fresident of .
Michelin. ‘Here, at the
state level, all agencies
are pro-business. They
want to attract industry
and evidently give the
laws the same interpreta-
tion.' - South Carolina,
like many other southern
states, has a right-to-
work law and with the
rapid expansion of the
union -garnered benefits
(German workers get six
weeks paid vacation at
150% pay plus many holi-
days), this is considered
very desirable by Michelin
and other foreign compan-
ies,"

- There you have it}

The heyday of U.S. imperialism

is already gone by, and from now
on working people are going face
a desperate struggle against the
efforts of the capitalists to
drive down our wages to even
lower levels and attack our
rights.
consciousness are back on the
order of the day for American
workers! (] :

Lo !

. el woRD
tn Pennsylvania: VW's will be built in this
ex-Chrysler plant by late 1977 jf plans jell.

< the overwhelming majority.

Class struggle and class

ELECTIONS AREN‘T THE CURE

We by no means are.suggesting
that things can be radically’
changed via the elections--Chile
.and Hitler Germany show how

- shallow the capitalist committ-
-ment to elections and bourgeois -

democracy is. . But as long as
they exist, they can be used )
by the working class to organigze
itself and rally its forces. -
Nor are we suggesting that a
broad labor party is the ultimate

- instrument of liberation of the

working class here either. We
are well acquainted with- the
fate of the British Labor™ party
and other such labor parties.
And yet they did play an enor-
mous role in educating and or-
ganizing the working class there
at a certain stage in their
development, and even today, the’
Buropean working class is far

in advance of the U.S. working
class in class consciousness

and militancy. Nor are we
suggesting that such a party

can in any way be a substitute
for a much smaller revolutionary
(Communist) organization. But
what we must look, for and de-
velop is an elementary form for
developing and instilling the
beginnings of class consciousness
in the U.S. working class.[]

Edit?rs’ note: .

-The above article reflects the
views of a majority in our group.
A minority, however, thinks that
Carter should be given critical"
support and are not convinced of
the timeliness of the labor party
idea. A -

WHO WE ARE

The Lommentstor is put out
by a Marxist-Leninist collective
in the New York area. 3 :

In the Commentstor we $fy to
snalyze current svants in the
country and the world from @
Marxist point of view. We
attech especial importance fo
tackling political and sociel
issues on people’s minds, es
well as economic issuss

in perticulsr, we Tesi
that under Nixon the demge: &F
tasciss becsme very redl in
this country. Us alsog fesl
that tim danger has not lessen~
ed. Fascism will not come ip
this country in' tha sshe form
it did in Germeny or Itmly.

It dacks itself out in $he red,
white eno blue, goss uniiar the
slogen ‘of "law and order® snd
uses Bisck people ss its chief
scapegoat =

- a attach especiel impor-
tence to exposing snd sducating

. people to this dénger, in order
to help:-build = united struggle
egaingt it. Howsver, we beliesve

thet of g1l the forces' that can
be united to oppose the fescist

dangsr, it is the working class
which must lead.

@hile we believe that the
main struggle of tha Americen
peopls right now is sgainst en-
croaching fsecism, the fundemen-
tal problems of our socisty, such
as inflstion, unemployment, war,
racism and poverty can only ba
solved by the establishment or a
socialist govermment, one which
gives the ownership and control

ot tha meana of production to
the majority of the people, pro-
tecting their interssts rather
than those of a small group of
explojters.

0 acnisve the above goals,

we belisve the working class .
nesds neseds a genuine Communist
party, based on Marxism-Leninism
and. the teachings of Mao tse-Tung.

We want to make contact
with progresaive wminded psople,
working people especially (but -
not only), who tind the ideas in
our psper interssting and ussful.
Also we want to make contact with
other revolutionary groups and
individuals. Ue went to make tha
Lommsntator as useful and in-
terassting as possible and would

cfate your criticisms and:




