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Gus Hall on Watergate and Brezhnev’s Visit

CPUSA Defends ImperialistsCapitalists
Murder
Workers

On March 2, 1973, in 
Virginia, a 2k story building 
collapsed crushing to death 
Ik workers and critically 
wounding 3k others, We ask 
the question - how could this 
catastrophe happen with all 
the advanced construction 
techniques available? The 
capitalists would, have us 
believe that every time a 
worker gets hurt or killed 
it’s because of carelessness*
The revisionists, under the 
leadership of the CPUSA tell 
us w© must put the blame on 
"faulty material" and not on 
th® capitalist class’ drive 
for maximum profits*

The Miller and Long 
Construction Company, who are 
part of the associated Builders 
and Contractors (an anti- 
union organisation), in their 
thirst for profits, removed 
stabilizing concrete forms from 
th© 23rd floor of the unfinished 
building too soon. These 
forms are used to secure the 
wee concrete until it dries, 
After removing these forma, 
th© Miller and Long Co, 
placed heavy machinery on the 
wet floors, causing the wet 
concrete to buckle under th® 
weight and sending the machines 
crashing through 23 floors and 
totally destroying the building,

After th© smoke and 
rubble wars cleared, th© death 
count began, Th© company had 
pushed the job too fast and did 
so at the cost - of safety.
This sent lU workers plummeting 
to their deaths and destined 
3k others to b© broken and 
maimed.

This was not th® first time 
that the Miller and Long Co, 
had created unsafe working 
conditions. They had been 
warned on other occasions 
by the U»S, Department of 
Labor to provide better and 
safer conditions for their 
employees, but they continued 
to ignore these warnings,

The capitalist class 
understands that the state 
apparatus of the bourgeoisie 
serves them and never has any 
intentions of "penalizing" 
"their" companies for injuring 
or even killing workers, Th© 
bourgeoisie and the revisionists 
would have us believe that the 
U,S, Department of Labor 
serves the workers and not th© 
capitalists. But what did 
these "lovers of th© working 
class" do about the ll}. deaths? 
They fined the company $13,000, 
about one day’s profit! This 
disgusting pacification, a 
mere slap on the wrists, is not
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On Jura 30th of this 
year, Gus Hall, General 
Secretary of the GPUFA, 
delivered a dull, bu,t signi
ficant speech in Chicago, 
Illinois, encompassing the 
Party’s line on Watergate and 
the Brezhnev summit meeting 
with Nixon, The significance 
of this speech lies not In 
the correctness and analytical 
nature of the speech, but 
rather in the exposition of 
th© CPUSA for what it is: a 
liberal, class collaborating, 
bourgeois party. The 
speech deserves comment 
solely because of the effect 
of the revisionists on the 
working class movement. The 
ideology of revisionism reaches 
far and wide and it must b© 
exposed so w© can unite the 
working class, build a real 
Communist Party and go on 
to a victorious socialist 
revolution.

Hall’s analysis of the 
Watergate affair is very 
similar to that‘of the bour
geois press. He pointed to 
the scandalous nature of the 
affair, to th® role of "big 
business’* in the affair and 
the push that Watergate repre
sents toward what Kali termed 
a "government within a govern-* 
went," In pdgt People’s 
Tribunes, we have stated th© 
reasons for the Watergate 
scandal, It is not just an 
ordinary scandal, but rather 
la a result of the contra
dictions within the ruling 
class itself, The CPUSA’s 
analysis of the Watergate 
affair is cursery and super
ficial and does not expos® 
the contradictions in capi
talism in order to raise th© 
consciousness of the proletar
iat, but instead covers up 
th© situation so as to paralyze 
the class from taking any 
real revolutionary action.

Hall said that "big- 
business" is behind the Water
gate affair, that Watergate 
is a ploy for big business to 
make more profits. How this 
is done, and exactly who big 
business is, was net explained, 
In fact, Hall had a hard time 
spitting out th© word 
imperialists, He would much 
rather speak of "big business" 
which does not at all explain 
the social relations that 
exist under capitalism and 
"cleverly" disguises th© 
class nature of the state.

What does a "government 
within a government" really 
mean? Why is this situation 
unique to th® U3NA? In the 
traditional CPUSA style of 
"American Exceptionalism"
Hall declared that the push 
toward fascism in this country 
will take a different form than 
it has taken in the other 
countries that have had 
fascist governments. He 
said th© state form i3 "na

tional in form, but fascist in 
content." What does that 
mean? He never discussed 
that.

He blamed the Democratic 
Party for net taking a militant 
stand against Watergate, and 
warned th© liberals in this 
country that their day of 
persecution would come. He 
spoke of the "invisible" 
government, for example, the 
National Security Commission, 
and said that Nixon has too 
much power; that obviously 
th© Kxecufcive branch of the 
government has outstripped 
the other branches of th® 
government. Hall’s bomb shell 
was the thrilling and suapense- 
ful "T-Jay." That is "take
over day," when the govern
ment will scrap the consti
tution and round-up all these 
"liberals” and "communists" 
who do not agree or accept 
the "new state form," Of 
course there will have been 
signs of this take-over: 
executive power allowing for 
creeping fascism. On and on 
he rambled without saying 
anything, and at the sams time, 
saying a lot. He made it very 
clear that what we need is a 
broad peoples’ movement, W® 
need not a class party, hut 
a labor based political 
party, a party that repre
sents the interests of all 
classes, ©van "small business" 
who is being pushed out of 
the picture, He said that 
we need a party that will be 
a forum where the liberals 
can continue to control the 
working class. This is th© 
same slogan that Hubert 
Humphrey has been pushing 
since 191j,8J Hall called for 
stripping the Executive branch 
of its power, in essence allow
ing Senator Fulbright to lead 
our class. Fulbright has been 
screaming about limiting 
Executive power for years,
Hall called for doing away with 
loan sharks, racism and anti
communism.

One thing he advocated 
that had some validity was 
the impeachment of Nixon and 
new elections. One reason 
th© CPUSA adopted this slogan 
was because of the work th©
CL has done around Watergate. 
For example, a Teamster local 
on the West Coast unanimously 
passed a CL sponsored reso
lution calling for Nixon’s 
resignation and new elections. 
In addition organizing work 
in other unions from coast 
to coast and other working 
class organizations has been 
carried out. Sorry, General 
Secretary Hall, you stole it 
from us! But in stealing,
Hall raised this slogan in 
such a manner that gave 
absolutely no direction to the 
working class,
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U.S.N.A. WORKERS:Support Cambodian
In the lest six months 

the USNA imperialists have in
tensified their bombing attacks 
on Cambodia in an effort to 
destroy the revolutionary 
forces within the country. 
Fighter bombers and B-52's 
have been dropping hundreds 
of bombs each day on densely 
populated areas around Phnom 
Penh, the capital, along 
main highways and along the 
Mekong River. Despite 
this, the liberation forces 
have control of the major 
roads going into the city 
and also the Mekong River, 
making it difficult for USNA 
supply convoys bo reach the 
capitalc 90% of the terri
tory of Cambodia remains 
liberated. This area con
tains 8 0 $ of the population.
Some units of the Cambodian 
puppet Army have refused to 
fight, while others will not 
move without USNA air support.*
It has been said that the 
fascist Lon Nol puppet regime 
would b© routed if it were 
not for the massive USNA 
bombings.

The Lon Nol regime is 
faced with a deepening military 
and political crisis* Mass 
arrests, purges in the govern
ment, torture and executions 
have taken place. Newspapers 
have been banned and inflation 
has risen sky high. On Febru
ary St, 1973 over i+0,000 Phnom 
Penh workers went on strike 
against harsh exploitation 
and fascist rule, causing a shut 
down in all the big factories*

The USNA imperialists 
and the Lon Nol puppet regime 
are forced to deal with this 
revolutionary situation* It 
has recently com© out in the 
bourgeois press that the 
imperialists carried out

massive bombings in Cambodia, 
from March, 1969 til May of 
1970 without th© knowledge of 
the people of the USNA. In March 
1970, a military coup by the 
Lon Nol gang, backed by the 
USNA, overthrew th© govesmment 
of Sihanouk and over 20,000 
South Vietnamese puppet troops 
with USNA support invaded 
Csmbodia. The question is how 
will the imperialists move now 
when they have not been able 
to and cannot win militarily 
and opposition is growing to 
th© massive bombings.

First of all, w© must 
understand that the USNA 
imperialists cannot live with
out continuing economic 
expansion, political interven
tion and military aggression 
against other countries. They 
exist at th© expense of the 
sweat and blood of millions 
of toilers all over the world 
and by pursuing counter
revolutionary tactics. In 
the imperialists! drive for 
maximum profits, they c on- 
binuousTy need new markets, 
sources of raw materials and 
cheap labor. Their involve
ment in S.S. Asia was for this 
and for using th© countries 
of Vietnam, Cambodia and 
Laos as a stepping stone and 
base to launch an attack a- 
gainst Chins, - a country with 
on©-fourth of th© world*s 
population, a huge market if 
the imperialists can only 
get their hands on it.

Secondly, -th® hegemony 
of th© USNA imperialists, how
ever much unstable and 
temporary, is presently 
conditioning world affairs.
As we have pointed out, their 
hegemony is not due to inter
nal strength, but external 
weakness, for the imperialist

People
structure itself is beset 
with shattering internal and 
external contradictions.
Their hegemony is th© result 
of the struggle between the 
opportunists of the USSR and 
Socialist China - where mere 
and more troops are being •«- 
massed along the Sino-Soviet 
border for an invasion into 
China.

Th® danger of such an 
invasion, is increasing, but 
the forces for preventing such 
an attack are also increasing 
more and more* China is be
coming a military power and 
the Soviet Union may have 
waited too long to strike,

when w© look at th© 
situation in Cambodia and 
try to understand how the 
imperialists will maneuver, 
it is necessary to take th® 
whole into account. Th© 
hegemony of the imperialists 
has put them in a position 
where they can put pressure 
on countries to do as th© 
imperialists wish. In 
Cambodia, where the imperialists 
cannot win militarily and 
ar® becoming more and more 
isolated, they will try to 
effect some sort of compromise, 
in th© meanwhile intensifying 
the bombing and putting 
pressure where they can.
They will use their hegemony 
to effect a temporary stale
mate. Kissneger!s planned 
visit to China must be seen 
in this light.

Th® detente between the 
USSR and the USNA has opened 
up new markets for th® USNA 
imperialists in th® Soviet' 
Union. Their collusion has 
strengthened counter-revolu-
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Why doesn't Hall expose 

the real nature of fascism?
Why doesn't he arm th© working 
class with an understanding of 
th© contradictions in capi
talist society? Why does b© 
hide the true nature of 
capitalism? Why? Because 
the CPUSA is a liberal, petty 
bourgeois, populist party. 
Because they do not want 
revolution, but rather want 
to help the fascists take 
power, by disarming the 
proletariat, by disorganizing 
the proletariat, by channeling 
the faith of the working 
class into the electoral 
system.

They say that all the 
working class has to do is 
vote into power some "good, 
guys” like Gus Hall, for 
example, and all our problems 
will be solved. The CPUSA 
does not call for a Party of 
a New Type, a party that 
transforms "the spontaneous 
struggle of the workers against 
the oppressors, by means of 
the organization of the work

ers, propaganda and agitation 
among them, into a struggle 
of the whole class, into the 
struggle of a definite 
political party for definite 
political and socialist ideals,S! 
(11

Nor does th© Party- 
expose the true nature of 
fascism and what it means to 
the working class. As Dimi- 
troff said, "Fascism in- 
power is the open terrorist 
dictatorship of th© most 
reactionary, most chauvinistic 
and most imperialist elements 
of finance capital." (2}
What fascism really means to 
the working class is rabid 
chauvinism, war, reaction, 
coun t ©r-revolut ion, oppre s 3 i on, 
and misery for th© working class. 
Hall also did not show the 
working class that there is 
a way to stop fascism. He 
spoke not of a united working 
class, but rather separated 
the national minorities from 
the Pest of the working 
class. He pushed disunity of 
the class. As can be seen, 
the Party effectively sways 
the class away from revolution

1-TtC 2 i)

and onto the path of reforming 
capitalism.

Lastly, -just a few words 
on the Brezhnev-Nixon meeting. 
Hall's analysis was that 
Brezhnev- came from a position 
of strength, that the USSR 
Is taking advantage of the 
political crisis in th© USNA,
H® said that Brezhnev came to 
smash the trade embargo imposed 
by th© USNA, He assured us that 
Brezhnev has no illusions 
about blending socialism and 
capitalism, Nixon is the 
man in trouble, not Brezhnev,
But what about the- agricultural 
crisis in th© USSR? The indus
try in th© USSR is now being 
opened to USNA and European 
imperialist investment -and 
exploitation and the Soviet 
working class, who once was 
the most advanced politically 
and economically in th® 
world, is now suffering from 
th© indignities of unemploy
ment, piece rates on work and 
foreign exploitation. Hall 
did not at all point to th© 
struggle that is going on 
in th© USSR to consolidate the
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Sterilization

BOURGEOISIE ATTACKS 
FUTURE GENERATION

Sterilization operations 
were performed on two young 
Negro girls in Montgomery, 
Alabama last June 13* As a 
result, Mary Alice Re if {12) 
and Minnie Relf {laj, will not 
be able to bear children. 
Neither the girls nor their 
mother understood what was 
gong to b© done and so Mrs. 
Relf, who is unable to read 
or write, marked her X on the 
consent forms for the opera
tions, thinking that her 
daughters were being hospital
ized for birth control shots. 
Their father, Lonnie Relf, 
was not at home when the con
sent form was ’’author!zed1’ by 
his wife, nor was he consulted 
by the Montgomery Family 
Planning Center, an agency 
funded by 0E0, which sponsored 
the operations. The Relfs 
have filed a $2 million law 
suit against, the agencies and 
individuals who dictated these 
vicious acts.

These agencies decided 
these girls were retarded end, 
therefore, should be denied 
their right to bear children. 
Joseph Conklin, director of 
the Communist Action Agency 
Committee of 0S0 which ad
ministers the family planning 
program in Montgomery, when 
saked why some other alterna
tives were not taken, replied, 
’’Both Black girls were mentally 
retarded and the clinic staff 
did not believe they could 
regiment themselves to the 
pill." (1)

Hitler had outlined his 
program for genocide by saying, 
Hie will purify the country 
by ridding it of the unfit."
In the Negro Nation this 
fascist process is already 
underway. Since the beginning 
of this fiscal year the Mont
gomery Family Planning Center 
alone has performed eleven 
sterilization operations, 13 
counting Mary Alice and 
Minnie, According to an 
official of the GEO, all were 
minors and all of them were 
"involuntarily ster11ized 
because the clinic either 
did not obtain the parental 
consent required by law or 
the parent did not fully 
understand the consequences.” 
(2) And under the Alabama
State Health Department’s
family planning programs,
which are separate from those
administered by 030, "82
Alabamians were sterilized
within the last year.”5 (3)

"It may have been a well- 
meaning act.”(l|)

But we must recognize 
these vicious acts for what 
they are, fascist intimida
tion and terror towards the 
people of the Negro Nation. ■ • 
The Negro Nation is a colony 
of the USNA imperialists and 
the colonial oppress ion that the 
Negro people suffer is not 
unlike the brutality of the 
USNA imperialists wherever 
they are - from the bombings 
of hospitals in Cambodia 
to the USNA supported puppet 
military state in the Philli- 
pines to the USNA backed mines 
in South Africa,

It is no accident that 
the victims of this particular 
form of terror were Negro women. 
Within the Negro Nation Negro 
women suffer moat from colonial 
oppression because they are 
attacked as workers, ss Negroes 
and as women. Just as the USNA 
imperialists sterilized and 
deformed thousands of women' in 
the Hiroshima bombing and have 
killed and maimed thousands of 
civilians in Southeast Asia, 
the attack against Minnie and 
Mary Alice Relf must be seen 
as part ©f the fascist nature 
of USNA imperialism.

We in the Anglo-American 
nation must expose the vicious 
oppression inflicted on our 
class' brothers and sisters in 
the Negro Nation, It is in 
our interests to support the 
struggles of the Negro people 
for their freedom, for as long 
as the Negro people are in 
chains, the Anglo-American 
working class will not be 
free. We must raise the banner 
of proletarian internationalism 
and call for the Independence 
of the Negro NationI

1) Muhammad Speaks, 7/13/73*
2) Atlanta Constitution. 7/5/73*
3) Jet, 7/19/73. ““
h) Newsweek, 7/16/73*
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power of the bourgeoisie. Why 
didn’t he speak to all this! 
Because Hall and the GPUSA are 
an appendage of the DrSU, & 
lackey of both the USSR social- 
imperialists and the USNA 
imperialists,

So w© see that the posi
tion of the CPUSA on both 
Brezhnev and Watergate are

Cont, from p. 6

can make mill X OHS by maintain
ing the slums that exist across 
'the USNA,

■Even the new' housing which
-has been built for so-called 
•low-income people is designed
to turn into a slur, within a
few years. Thousands of people
are jammed together in con
centration camps called ’pro
jects’ and ’housing develop
ments ’ trying to live on the
crumbs the capitalists pay
the most oppressed and exploi
ted workers, This coupled with
almost no building maintenance
makes it no accident that in
a few years they look just like
the housing they replaced.

There are projects like 
Havenscourt where little D a m o n

was killed all over the USNA 
.and we must sac the struggle 
to fight for good housing 
as a fight against capitalism, 
for we cannot ."reform" this 
rotten oppressive system.
On© woman from another housing 
project in Oakland, responding 
to the Communist League’s 
leaflet about Damon, took the 
issue to both the Housing 
Authority and to the Oakland 
Chief of Police, The Chief 
laughed at her request for 
speed bumps in the projects 
to slow down cars. Instead, 
fch© city put up two signs that 
read Speed Limit 2$ miles per 
hour, This woman knows now 
that we cannot fight by appeal
ing bo the decency of the 
capitalist government, As 
Engels says, "As long as 
the capitalist mode of pro
duction continues to exist it 
is folly to hope for an iso
lated settlement of the hous
ing question or of any other 
social question affecting the 
lot of the workers. The solu
tion lies in the abolition of 
the capitalist mode of pro
duction and the appropriation 
of all the means of subsis
tence and instruments of 
labour by the working class 
itself," (1)

This concretely means 
we have to build a party of 
the working class-, a multi- 
nationa1 Marxist-Leninist 
Communist Party which can 
bring consciousness to the class 
struggle so that we can over
throw this rotten capitalist 
system and establish tbs 
Dictatorship of the Proletariat.

FIGHT FOR DECENT HOUSING!

BUILD A MULTI-NATIONAL MARXIST- 
LENINIST COMMUNIST PARTY!

X) Engels, The Housing ‘Ques
tion . Progress Publishers,
Moscow, 1970, p* 71*

We are outraged at this 
attack. The lackeys and com
pradors of the Negro Nation 
express their "concern" for 
the helpless victims involved 
while out of the other side of 
their mouths they make state- 
mentis like the one uttered by 
Georgia's Julian Bond in 
reference to the steriliza
tions of Mary Alice and Minnie?

significant because both 
these positions work against 
the interests of the working 
class and against the building 
of a real Communist Party and 
the inevitable socialist 
revolution. Revisionism opens 
the door to fascism. It 
weakens the working class and 
strengthens bourgeois ideology, 
Only with a. relentless struggle

against revisionism can we 
defeat imperialism and have 
a socialist revolution.

1) Lenin,
of a New Type, Peking.

2) Dimitroff, United Front
Against Fascism. New Century
Publishers, 1935> P• 7.
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