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RECENT RIOTS IN THE NORTH

The récent period of riots in Belfast, I:.r_;g],r:mlng with the Mew Lodge Road, and culminating in pr:].l‘u_*"l'l'.ifj' n._'n-ll
ordinated rioting in all the main Catholic areas except the Short Strand, has had the effect of E?EUEEI“E v
ention very sharply on essentials. If these riots were in fact anti-imperialist struggles, then it was clearly
the Gbli_gtﬁti{m of every anti=-imperialist to support them., encourage them, anc do E‘.-'t?‘.'_'!,rthiﬂg Flj‘.i.':'-ﬁibil‘_ t.¢ extend
them and make them more effective. (By'support" we do nct mean phrasemongering declarations 1n aupp:lf of them
which cost nothing to the supporter and contribute nothing to the cause of the supported). The ICO did not
support these ricts, in the sense that it did not invelve itself physically in furthering them (and no other
sense is worth considering). In failing to Support these struggles the ICO ¢ not destinguished from many

other orgenisations claiming to be socialist. 1In stating clearly that it
did not support suach struggles the ICD is destinguished from all other

*oclialist bodies.

Inthe current (August 8th) issue of
th&tratskgist ‘Workers Republic’,
for example, the ICO is described

45 pre-imperialist mainly because it
does not give phrasemongering
V'supportv to these struggles, as the

othwes bapuslde and other CTET=
tkvist bodies do. But neither the

#W.R., nor any cther trotksyist
ﬁdy, has participated physically
these riots. They are prepared
phrasemonger, but they are not
epared to put ‘their precious
rsons where their mouths are.
Lriticism of our position a8 pro-
fimperialist from such quarters we
fwill treat with the contempt which
f it deserves,

If "socialist revolutionaries" de-
clare that the British Army in the
North has no demgcratic function,
if they declare that military con-
flict with the army of the kind
which is going on is progressive,
and if after all this they do not
take part in the conflicts, what
can their failure to participate
in these conflicts be due to but
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However, we do not think that the
conflict between their theory and
practice is in most cases due to
cowardice., It is hecause they
REE Bome sense of the political
realities of the situation that
they keep away from phyeical
involvement in these conflicts.
They merely "support" thom in
words to keep up their 'revolut=
ionary' image. In shert, they are
the victims of opportunism. But
what gpportunism iuvolves Lere is
inciting working class Catholics
to take on the Army. and chen
giving them no leadership, and ne
support beyond phrases. A very
"revolutionary" carry-on indeed |

When the ICO was ol the opinion
that there was 4 progressive ele-=
ment in the military confliet in
Balfast ~ in the defence of the
Falls im August 1969 - it did oot
issue incitements tc resistence
from afar. It participated phy-
sically in the struggle in a very

definite manner, and in the critic-

al days made a very substantial
contribution to this defence. The
trotskyists moralised from a dis-
tance,

When the question of taking down
the barricades arose, the ICO
opposed taking them down in the
circumstances, holding that suff-
icient democratic guarantees had
not been given. But the trotsky-

ists im the area, who were in all-
iance with the Republicans, supp=

orted the move to take them down.
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 )

Why would
Stormonl Ho

The possibility of Westminster
abolishing Stormont has arvisen in
recent davs if it cannot carry out
the reforms there.

One would think that this should
make it crystal clear that the Brit-
ish imperialists are determined Lo
carry out the reforms and that it

is in their interests te do so

Yet every left-wing crganisatian;
trotskyist, Revisiondist ,""Maocist";
except the ICQO, still maintain that
the very opposite is the case. They
maintain that British policy in the
north at the moment i5 plomoting
sectarianism.,

Recently two authoritative organs

of British imperialism, 'The Londaon
Times' and the 'Econpbmist' have spel
out the policies ¢f the British g
ernment in relation to the possibil-
ity of abelishing Stormont.

"..slB5 soon as) there was evidence
that the Northern Ireland governs
ment = under whatever leadership -
either could not or would not get
the reform programme through in full,
the British cabinet would have no
alternative but reluctantly Lo sas-
pend the N.I1. parliament and run ihe
province directly from Westminster. .
Reforms already complete, like the
disarming of the RUC would be in
danger of reversal: reforms not yet
carried out, like the setting up o

a central housing authority fo sStop
pro-protestant chicanery by local
councils. would be in danger ol
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THE BOMBAY ST. SCHEME T

A lot of publicity has been given in the past few weeks to the rebuilding of Bombay Street, in Belfast, destrgy.

There are a lot of misconceptions as to the origin and leadership o All t

ed last August, and now partly completed. cture

the scheme. The following article gives a full account of how the scheme came¢ into being and of the nature of

: Strat
its leadership. to im
The Scheme was instigated and is became clear that to wait on the X The b
being carried out by the "Gael- Corporation Scheme of two-bedroom NOTE: The ICO view of this Scheme , ., =
geoiri Beal Feirste"m {the EIEI.EE-EE Houses would be .ED].I.H- ThH}" scarc= fU-r a revivalist Irish Epudking lEtEr
Irish Speakers), some members of ed by taking the land and building housing estate, which it regards nouthy
the Cluain Ard being prominent in on it without legal permission. The as a petty-bourgeois Utopian schems, . g
this group, which is mainly middle-= Irish speakers provided the tech- has been explained previously in luced
class, in fact overwhelmingly so. nical and factual expertise and [CO publications. A full acount nd s
Their first scheme was the Shaws managed the finances. The money of the Shaws Road scheme and an nion
Road Scheme, where five Irish- came from donations and public analysis of the politics of Gael-~ Ofm.
speaking fLamilies in the beginn- collections with CUNAIMH, ( Cumann geoiri Beal Feirste can be found esig
ing obtained mortgages, and in Luith=-Cleas Gael, Comhaltas Ceol- in the Irish language pamphlet rati
some cases, bridging loans. They toiri Na hEireann and Connradh Na TUALSCEART NA HEALRANN AGUS AN
Lormed a company called De Brin Gaelige), donating £15,000 and GHEADHLLG, publishedby the ICO, 3 we
and Mac Sedin, hired the workers, Bernadette Devlin's American Fund price 1/6d. e L]
drew the plans and made the necess- giving £4,000, Other private hapii
ary arrangements with local auth- individuals gave generously. ! nNtere
orities, They also did a lot of LITERATURE PUBLLSHED BY ot al
work themselves and completed The fact that they had built with- THE 1C0 1S SOLD ON SAT. ully
these five houses very success- out legal permission produced some AFTER NOONS AT: iquall
full}r. At present Cthey are build- rumbling from the more backward nvaly
ing another 3 houses and will even- members of the Corporation (for THE GPO, DUBLIN anpos
tually have about 20 houses here, example "Buldozar" Lewis and Mrs rould
and they hope this idea will ErOW. Paisley). The Corporation brgughr_ ROYAL AVENUE, BELFAST ! iES nNc

the company De Brin and Mac Sedin, & % apite

Thel® aim is to build up an Irish (which supervised purchasing mater- PATRICK STREET, CORK -Oyers

speaking community in Belfast, ials, finance etc.), to court on a - "both

They believe it is necessary to charge of building without permiss- THE LITERATURE 1S ALSO scalls

live in a community in order to ion; but in the meantime the Assoc- AVALLABLE BY POST FROM Langua

have a balanced social life. Up iation submitted their plans,which " ANY OF THE FOLLOWING impler
to this point one of their weak- were much superior to the Corporat=- ADDRESSES: they &
nesses was their scattered exist- ionts, and cheaper. pe pPrin and Mac market

ence meaning that their social Sedin were fined £3 and the build- 9#--%;!%,,) work m

life was more contrived than ing continued, Eventually the (off COVE STREET) JM1EC §

natural . Corporation accepted the Associat- CORK § uage ¢
iorfs plans, with people like "Bull- ri Rol

With the destruction of so many dozer" Lewis doing a neat about- { L.+ CALLENDER an the

houses in August 1969, the nucleus face, saying that it was saving the 28, SURREY STREET selves

of the Shaws Road scheme decided Corporation money. BELFAST conces
to do something practical to help. r worker

They saw the need to rehouse the At present the association is try=- G+ GOLDEN policy

people and determined to do so ing to get aid from the government 28, MERCERS ROAD sas i

with or without state help. They re-development fund and hope to LONDOK N 19 rigid

were also motivated by their be- continue their work into other areas remair
lief of not bowing down to the including Protestant areas. Qne to ama
state in such matters as language, spokesman stated their aim was to FREE LITERATURE LIS=T unions
housing, education etc. teach people to rely on themselves. AVALLABLE ON REQUEST ing ru

to improve their housing conditiass, Einall

They organised the ex-residents :nable

of Bombay St.,which had been com-  The Republicans claim that they are iy e

pletely destroyed, These agreed the inspiration and driving force RECENILY REPRINTED BY r

to move back into the street and behind this scheme. This is not THE 1CO: - e

to help in the building of the true, Individuals from all sorts [NCOME:
houses. The Bombay St, Housing of organisations gave help, in=- “DIALECTICAL AND
Assoclation was formed, with two cluding Republican workers who help- " HISTORICAL MATERIALISM“ “he
:e:burl of t'ML3“L““1;t Beal ed collect money and worked a ¢ :hl;:-:
eirste co-opted onto the committee or on the founda ' Y i 4
at the request of the residents to H}.y a “Hmum:i.mit n? H SRR FRICE 176 1 zontsm
give professional advice. They will voluntary labour - it was more : g
eventually build 31 houses and hope practical to hire the workers in ‘| ALSO REPRINTED B has be
to encourage others to do the same, view of the urgency of the sit=- | THE 1co: L unions
including Protestants, The basic vation). But the fact remains that I 3 petty
concept was to encourage people to the G i have nd are. : : sectic
help themselves and not to rely on  in complete -control :?:L'm" "ECONOMIC PROBLEMS these
the powers that be; it was first building. Their 'inspiration' o hotAliau old t«
voiced by the Irish speakers who dates back many years to thevIrishn | | ¢ USSR"™ ed
are in effect the driving force =dihﬁh£ﬁ? at Sha Road, 2 r ] : : ‘ '1
behind this scheme. S T G % Y ST RO e S ames w0 1,0, C




TOO MANY

All the big employers in the 26 Cos. have a common plan for the trade unions.
Cture", "amalgamate" and "rationalise" them. _
In short the bosses want to do away with the smaller unions, particularly craft unions;

i strategy is.

to impose a bigger, more bureaucratic Trade Union structure on us.

The bosses can:foresee the benefits.
And so can the: government , which
‘after all is nothing more than the
mouthpiece of the capitalist class.
The government has already intro=-
gluced the Industrial Relations Act
fand soon we will have the Trade
Union Act, probably in a modified
form, These legal measures are
jesigned to speed up the bosses!
:ratiunalisatlun'prugramme.

48 we said, "rationalisation" of
e trade unions means simply re-
Bhaping them to better serve the
interests of the employers; and
ot alone with the idea of success-
Lully applying an Incomes Policy.
Equally important is the plan to
dnvolve the unions in effecting
manpower policy changes whict
would serve the needs of employ-
Br's now operating in monopoly-
capitalist conditions. These emp=-
oyers now need workers who are
J_ both occupationally and geograph-
cally mobile". That's the
anguage they use and in order to
Fimplement this new manpower policy
they are not going to "supplant the
parket mechanism but to help it to
work more efficiently", as the
WIEC put it. That's also the lang-
uage of trade unionists like Ruaidh-
ri Roberts and Donald Nevin who sit
on the NIEC. They express them-
selves in sophisticated langusage to
conceal their treachery from the
workers. This bosses' manpower
policy is doomed, however, if many
small craft unions, complete with
irigid demarcation lines etc.,
remain, 1f these unions can be got
to amalgamate with larger general
unions, demarcation lines and mann=
ing rules can easily be blurred and
finally obliterated. And this will
able the emplovers to exploit
more efficiently a largely semi-
gkilled labour force. Cheaper lab-
our; in other words.

[INCOMES POLICY

fhe employers, and particularly
their mouthpiece, the State, are
ontinually scheming to keep the
price of labour down. Everything
1as been tried, from outlawing
unions to promoting division and
petty jealousies amongst unionised
gections of workers. When all

these failed, there was always the
old reliable - the pool of unemploy-
ed. But the threat of unemployment
no longer strikes the fear of God
into the hearts of Irish workers.
They have learned to live with it,
4nd 80 the bosses have to figure

out another scheme to obstruct and
prevent any action workers might
take in pursuance of higher wages.
Their latest scheme is the Incomes
Policy. But to apply it really
successfully, they must stifle the
democratic wishes and decisions of
thousands of rank-and-file trade
unionists. Hence the bosses dis=
like of small unions and their pre=-
ference for bigger, more bureau-
cratic trade union Btructures.

TRADE UNION LEADERSHIP

How do the trade Union '"leaders"
react to the bosses schemes for the
unions 7 They not alone accept
them but they actually promoce them.
They sit on the NIEC for example.
Last year they went with a bosses'
delegation to Sweden and in their
joint report they were delighted
with the way Swedish industrial
unionism was benefitting Swedish
capitalism. A recent report in the
Irish Press says: '"The ITGWU would
seem to be fulfilling some of the
functions of the lrish Congress of
Trade Unions by making important
progrése towards unifying and
rationalising the trade union move-
ment...it is thought that mergers
are on the way."

These union leaders say that too
many small unions are causing too
many strikes which in turn damage
the trade union and working class
movement. This is a deliberate
lie. Too many unions do not
cause strikes. The following com-=
parison between Britain and the 26
Cos. proves this.

COUNTRY

Britaifiesesssesss IB0 (1965 Eigure).,
26 CoBusessassase BT (1966 figure).

No. of Unions

No. of Unions with
below 100 members

COUNTRY

Britain,.ssisains 113
26 Eﬂa‘lilillillli 15

Strike days lost per 1,000
employees, in the vears

1959 - 1968

COUNTR

Britain.sesisssess2fi2 ﬂﬂyﬂ
Eﬁ cus-"l"lllili EEE d‘!a

LR R T e ——

It can be seen that although Britain
has more unions, big and small, than

UNIONS ?

To us workers, the bosses' words are not important but thelr

rhey want to '"re-shape", ''re-stru=

they want

the 26 Cose« the number of strike
days for the period 1959 - 1968
has been three times less than for

weé workers
"too many

what conclusions should
draw from this issue of
unions™ 7 First of all we should
expose the lie that too many unlons
cause too many strikes, or "bad
industrial relations" as the Union
bosses sometimes put it. The exist-
ence of a lot of unions, particulae
ly small craft unions, Serves the
workers' interests at present be-
cause they meke it very difficult
for the employers to push through
their Manpower and Incomes policiese
In fict we should be saying that
there aren't half enough unions.
Unfortunately these bosses'

schemes are going to be pushed
through sooner or later. The meost
we can hope for is a delaying act~-
ion, until the bosses and their
union friends succeed in ration=-
alising the Trade Union movement.
And succeed they will, for there is
as yet no strong communist movemerl
in the Irish trade unions. Lsn't

it about time we workers started
building such a movement ?
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THE [2th ROUND — AND
" GAEDHEALTACHT

h round wage claims throughout the country
male factory workers was £13.3s. throughout
n - for a 40 hour week. In the nnrth*wezt
; ht however, this is not the case. Average wages for male work-
ﬁi:?hE::;ﬂgkilled and semi-skilled, is £12.0.0 to £12.10.0 for a 42% hour
week: if the difference in hours and money is added Fugether, and compar-
ed with the rates guoted above, it will be seen that it amounts to at
least £1.10.0, Workers in the north-west were therefore being paid a
depressed wage, even before the 1l2th round. Employers and their spokes-
men justify this with the claim that most workers in the area have other
means of subsistence, ie land, cattle, turf etc., or that the presence of
industry in the area is saving the language. A minority, it is true, are
small property owners, but the vast majority are proletarians who have
spent their lives in heavy industry in Scotland and England because of
lack of work at home. The claim that newly established industry is help-

ing to save the language is a doubtful one, but even if it were shown to
" have substance, it is ne justification for starvation wages.

Prior to the settlement of 12t
the average wage for unshilled‘
the country = £13.13s. in publi

Settlements in the 12th round averaged £4.0.0. in the rest of the country
for male workers. In many instances, settlements have yet to be made in
the north-west, but the amount te be awarded in a cause of worry to many
thought ful workers. The following table illustrates the trend of in=-

creases in some fields and shows that wages for unskilled workers is now

£lﬂ'ﬂiﬂ Eo £:ﬂ+c,1ﬂﬂr

Pre-12th Round. 12th Round Settlement. TOTAL FI1RM

British United Shoe
£14.14.00cescsovsay £4.0.000000000ses £18,14,0...+ Machine Company Ltd.
RB1G, Bl isivasasnvio EaalZaly s vvicnssn bRl Ol ot Mt Requisites Ltd.
£1l4. DuOessnsvvsvecs £4.0.00cinsnsssasaflBa0sDessss Charles Chambers Ltd.
Y8, Zolliwsrmnininia i e i 1 e T £1?-1?'11--—tﬂhﬂrlﬁﬂ EEli (L) Ltd.

NOTE: All firms mentioned already work a 40 hour week and have settled
the 12th round some months ago.

T T = -
3 E

A worker in the Gaedhealtacht ,could find himself with a ﬁhxinum_nf £16 or
less if the aggrement was concluded for £3.10s. or less and this would
mean that instead of catching up on the rest of the country he would be
falling behind. If a 40 hour week is not introduced immediately the diff-
erential would be greater still, and the workers in this area would be in
an intolerable position. In a period of a rapidly rising cost of living,
many people would be once again faced with the old alternative of emigrat-

ion.

Unions should be firm when negotiating these wage agreements. Gaedheal -
tacht workers must not be allowed to fall behind the rest of the country
and any suggestion of cheap labour should be squashed. Capitalists who
own factories in the Gaedhealtacht area are forced to pay competitive
rates in their enterprises in other places and no distinction should be
tolerated here. They should in fact be obliged to pay higher rates
than normal, when we consider the large grants they have been awarded,
and the years of tax-free profit ahead of them, to name but two benefits.

SEAN O CEARNALGH
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ANTEPARTITIOINSM. ~© \u
oo W

The "Republican™ Jdemand for the
withdrawl of the British Army se
that the Irish can sort out Ctheir

ust
own affairs is taken bv the Pro- Tﬂg of :
testant community in the North tg their al
be merely a tactic in the Cath-

d
olic naticnalist attempt to get | onatE
control over them. And that is

n
essentially what it is. This de- _:un::ﬂ;
mand has been resisted by the - zut
pProtestnat naticnality for a cen- S
tury. The prospect of coming ::;artnl

under a Ccatholic bourgeois govern- bhere we
ment has no more appeal to them jeen Rus
today than it had in 1886. So he Russ
long as the conflict of Catholics 54 the
with the British army results from g, wil

the "anti-Partitionist" moement o
of the Catnolic bourgeoisie (ie, :Efﬁkiv
their attempt to gain control of wuld am
the Protestant community,) it can ke the
only have theeffect of aggravat- T for

ing the national conflict of Pro~ .obe "

testant and Catholic. .
' ‘wenty

The Protestant community prefers ibun wo
to remain within the U.K. than ae worl
to come under a southern Catholic re said
government . They are perfectly dologic
entitled to that preference. To  l10Te eco
deny them that right in the name am, su

of anti~imperialism, as has been gent ca
done by all Catholic bodies from iJ would
Fianna Fail, through the Republic~
ans, to the "revolutionary social- *%¢
ists", is sheer political trickery -:th't the

always functioned as part of : d
the total Catholic nationality. It _.Fim. of
never developed a political leaderf War .
ship of its own. Its politicians ©f a So
have always been attached to Southk Europe,
ern political movements: mainly |
Fiannd Fail and the Republicans, | 1he aut
The Southern bourgeocisie have all+s *=S 3
ways used the northern Catholics &
as a weapon against the northermn | 7* 8%
State. They have used them to dish =~ °
rupt unionist politics, as prt of
their attempt to gain control owet
the Protestants. e

The Northern Cactholies were made
reckless use of as front line
forces against Unionism. But the
were never backed up by those who
were using them as a front line.

1) "




'WHY THE COLDWAR IS OVER

A few years ago this was an eccasion for a
This year, however, they were noticeable by

their absence.

An article in the supplement to the
Sunday Observer, August 2nd 1970,
gave details of the increase of
nuclear and other weapons by the
Amperialist countries., 1In 1960
here were 86 H-bomb missiles bet-
en Russia and the U.S. Today

he Russians have at least 1,430
B¥Fand the U.5. 2,382, By 1975 the
.8, will have 11,000 and the Russ=-
fjans roughly the same., "In sheer
explosive power, these armaments
could amount to something like

ike the equivelant of 15 tons of
NT for every inhabitant of the
lobe,"

wenty tons of a nerve gas called
abun would be sufficient to kill
Ehe world population. {(the Russians
ire said to have 50,000 tons of itl"
Biological agents would be even
@more economical. Just half a kilo-
@Eram, suitably distributed, of an
spent called betulinum Toxin (Type
) would suffice to kill everyone."

'The author makes it clear however
that the cold war is over and there=-
fore the prospect of a nuclear war
is receeding at the present time.
LfTad‘?" he says '"the nuclear anxiet-
ies of the 19508 seem like part of
a bad dream. They belong tc the
time of Stalin's last madness, the
war in Korea, and the wWestern fears
of a Soviet invasion of Western

Europe."

The author therefore does not con=
sider the bomb or nuclear war as
things in themselves, but as part
- of the struggle between imperial-
ism and communism (Stalims mad-
nessj,

ORLIGIN OF COLD WAR

‘The Cold War was launched by the US
to halt the rapid growth of influen-
ce of the international communist
movement after the second :

'  world war, The Hiroshima
Jombing was the beginning of the
¢old war and had nothing to do with
| : world war as

The communist movement was growing
at this time because of the victory
over Fascism achieved by the Soviet
Union, led by Stalin, (his second
last madness, perhaps)

. and also the lead-
ing role played by the communist
parties in the anti-Fascist strugg-
les throughout the world, i

August 6th was the 25th anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima.
lot of ban~the-bomb, anti-nuclear war, and peace demonstrations.
1f it was the mere existence of nuclear weapons that was the cause of
demonstrations should be increasing, and not diminishing.

The Cold War continued until the
early 'sixties, and was nc longer
necessary once revisionism had
established itself firmly in the
Soviet Union.,

REVISIONISM AND NUCLEAR WEAPONS

The modern revisionists' attitude
to nuclear weapons and nuclear war
is described in the pamphlet "lLno
pefence of Stalin", reprinted by
the ICO. (Page 12-13). “The re-
visionists led by Khruschev, have
used the existence of nuclear weap=
ons in order to contract out of
Marxism. In addition, in a basic
retreat from Lenin's analysis of
imperialism, the revisionists de-
part from the position that imp-
erialism is the source of war in
the modern world. Instead they
assert the fundamental revisionist
view that the source of war 1is the
conflict between imperialism and
socialism. This is reduced by the
soviet revisionists to the direct
conflict between the Soviet Union
and British and American imperial~
ism. Here the basic Sovier revis=
fonist strategy reveals itself. If
imperialism is not the scurce of
war in the modern world, if war is
not inherent in the very nature of
imperialism, if from their view-
point the guestion is reduced to
the relations between the Soviet
Union and one or other of the lead-
ing imperialisms, then the 'answer'
to this question and to the problem
of imperialist pressure is relatives=

nuclear war then such

RECENT
R/IOTS

(CONTLNUED FROM FAGE OKE)
But no sooner were they down than
agitation against the army began.
propaganda was put outl, the logical
implication of which was conflict
with the Army. Why then were the
barricades taken down 7 No reason=
able account of the strategy of re-
moving the barricades as & method
of developing the military struggle
against the army has ever been given
How could there be a reascnable
account of their "strategies' by
political bankruptss

The reason why the ICQ has not supp-
orted (either in the sense of part-
icipating in or of phrasemongering
about without participating in)
conflicts with the Army, is because
of the central position of the Cath-
olic/Protestant contradictien in
these conflicts, We have explained
our view of this contradiction in
detail over the past year., 1t has
been disagreed with, but it has never
been refuted,

Both Catholics and Protestants have
been in conflict with the Army dur=
ing the past year, But they have
never been united against the Army.
when Catholics attacked the Army
they claimed it represented the
Protestants, and viece versa. The

ly simple from the revisionist stand- struggle has never gone bayond the

point. 1t is a deal between the
Soviet revisionist leadership and
the imperialists....

This contribution from the Soviet
revisionist side towards agreement
with the imperialists, a pre-cond=-
ition to any deal, is presented in
deceptive form as a contribution

to peace. Such a policy is clearly
in fundamental opposition teo that
of Lenin and 5talin, whose perspect-
ive was the very different one of
assisting resistence to imperialism
with the revolutionary aim of its
ultimate overthrow, by using the
contradictions of imperialism to
organise all the class forces
hostile to it."

The victory of revisionism gave a
new lease of life to imperialism.
1t left the international working
class leaderless and it opened up

Catholic/Protestant contradictiom.
The ICO will not take part in this
barren Protestant/Catholic national
conflict. It has been trying co
build a united communist muvement
of Protestant and Cetheclic werkers,
To this end it publishes strictly
objective analyses of the situation
from the working class viewpoint.
Naturally, this offends nationalists
on both sides. And it has brought

out the Catholic nationalist essence
of many "revolutionery socialist®
positions, especially of the
trotskyists.

READ

The Economics of Partition - 2/6d

The Birth of Ulster Unionism =
2f=

By the ICO




SOCIALISM “COMES IV FROM THE COL D"

It would be no exaggeration to say that the discussiong
stuly Conference at Droichead Nua last week gave further evidence that
.to be regarded as a respectable

In the lrish Press,August 1Oth, T.P.
of the Summer School of the Social

socialism
pursuit."”

Admittedly the speakers arguing in
favour of socialism at the school
were in the main the professional
socialists and radicals of the

Mike Farrell and John Feeney var-
iety, and no clear idea of socialism
emerged, Nevertheless the signif-
icance of the event cannot be deniad.

Who could disagree with the Irish
Press editorial of August 8th last:
"1t is nmot an insignificanthappening
in an Irish context when a Jesuit,
speaking at an event which is under
patronage of the Bishop, can say
that between Christianity and Marx-
ism dialogue is possible" 7

¥

A change in official Chuxh and sState
attictudes towards socialism, as well
as other viewpoints not necessarily
political but heretofore equally out-
lawed, has been apparent for some
time,

A feature of 26 Co. society,since the
I1930's in purting*gp hna hnnn the
.::.____,_: .,._-. 3 oW .
alism and conservative th:

rabid anti-communist and im:i-vpr
ressive kind. This has been mainly
religious in form, specifically Cath-
olic, As was stated in the article

on the proposed Constitutional changes

in our kst issue:"Fianna Fail, the

0'Mahony wrote;

in Ireland is slowly 'coming in from the cold' and is beginning

cause of the rural an urban small
property owners, cynically used rel-
igion to control the thinking of the
mass of the people; to ensure an
unchallenged dominance to the nation-
alist capitalist outlook and facil-
itate the conservative social and
political rule necessary if a weak
capitalig system was to have any
chance of developing."

k3

The change of attitude towards soc-
ialism, and iiberal thinking gener-
ally, came after the abandonment of
Fianna Fail's policy of protection=-
ism and militant nationalism. The
attempt to establish an independent
capitalist economy in the 26 Cos.
failed miserably. The pursuit of
the economic policies of Sinn Fein-
ism gave way Lo an almost total
dependence on foreign investments
as a means of developing the econ-
omy . Closer economic,and political,
unity with BEritain and the rest of
the capitalist world was henceforth
sought .

servatism is 1nﬂv1t£hln, as is
the corresponding growth of all
the many attitudes, political, soc-
ial and philoscphical, common to

most other capitalist countries in

party that championed the protectionist Europe.

S70 RMONT &

iﬂ'gqmlﬁiit government brings its
.0 the streets, disarms a

Not only is this development
being tolerated by the ruling
class here; it is being wel-
comed, though there are of
course dissenting voices. The
Irish Press was the vehicle of
much of the conservative think-
ing promoted by the ruling class
in the past, Bt the line has
been changing steadily in recent
years. Now it declares: "nn;thing
that broadens the spectrum of
political ideas and thinking in
this country is to be welcomed."

( August Sth Editorial)

*

one can only marvel at the
ruling class's ability to turn
what is for it a necessity into
a virtue. North and south of

the border the changes from the
old methods of rule to the new
continue. The politicians and
journalists whose job it is to
prepare the public mind for these
changes,as well as to bring them
in, never have explained why the
old methods andattitudes were

M. J- MURRAY

OVER 50 PAMPHLETS HAVE SO FAR
BEEN PUBLISHED BY THE LRISH

m»l ce, or threatens to abol-

ish a ﬁirlinuunt unless i:d:gz:::
their interests in a very e

%
#w-m«

COMMUNIST ORGANLSATION.
COVER ALL ASPECTS OF IRLSH
AND m'mmtm POLITICS.

THEY INCLUDE: l

{ CONT LNUED ElﬂHxPlEE ONE) -

in danger of burial. No British
government could stand by and
ﬂiteh this ha n...The shellbecks

!;rt:f persist g.n

ﬂ!ﬁ#ﬂh there are
ihﬂ-!tii not
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