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INTRODUCTION : 
After age-old oppression under an archaic autocratic 

and monarchical rule, the Ethiopian people rose in revolt 
in February of 1974. Although of a spontaneous nature 
at its inception, the revolution involved millions of peasants, 
workers and other working peoples and progressives and 
began to shake the then existing feudo-bourgeois system at 
its foundation. Within eight months, the absolute monarch, 
Haile Selassie had been overthrown and with him had also 
come to an end the viscious system of feudal monarchy. 
In September of 1974, followed the establishment of the 
Provisional Military Administrative Council which has since 
then been playing a leading role in the on-going Ethiopian 

peoples revolution. 
In what follows, a brief outline of the Ethiopi!ln revo

lution will be presented for reference purposes. The funda
mental tasks and the major achievements of the revolution, 
its basic problems and prospects will be dealt with. 

A. Funda1nental tasks 
As outlined succinctly in the Programme of the Na

tional Democratic Revolution of Ethiopia, the fundamental 
tasks of the Ethiopian Revolution at this stage are: 
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f d l ·srn imperialism and 
b rh el1 at . "h h "To completely _a ? is om Ethiopia and wit . t_ e 

bureaucratic capitalism !r d·1l and ant:i-impenal1st 
united effort of all a~t1-!eu 'ct lay a strong founda-

·1ct a new Ethiopia an 
forces bu• . . to socialism. 
tion for the trans1t1on h. of the work-

d the leaders tp 
Towards this end, un e~ . of the worker-peasant 
ing class and on the ~sis with the petty bourgeoi
alliance and in co)laborat1on d anti-imperialist _forces, 
sie and other anti-feudal an . republic in which the 
establish a people's d~n1~;Jucrosperity of the Ethio
freedom, equality. unity . Jiich self-goverrunent at 
pian peoples is .ensured: I~ and which allows for t~e 
different levels is ex~rc1se f human and democrat.Jc 
unconditional exercise o 

rights." . . n eneral and that of Ethiopia 
History of revolutions I g h t a revolutionary process 

in particular does clearly show t a . The above tasks there-
d an arduous process. 

is a long an r hable through a long and 
fore are tasks only ~ccomp ;~ internal and external ex
relentless struggle against.eboof the masses. The abolition 

ploiring ~Jass~s an~ ;.nem1 :d bureaucratic capitalism from 
of feudalism, imP<:r1a ism a bl" h ent of a peop le's 
the Ethiopian society and the esta rs ~ th dete rmined 
democratic republic will not only require e . 
fighting efforts of its broad masses but would als~ rl~qwre 

. ff •· f soc1a is t co-
and benefit from the complimentary e or,.s O ' · . d 

· · · S ch ma1or an 
untries and other progressive soc1et1es. u f 

· f w k r' Party, or~ 
necessary tasks as the f ormat1on o a or e s h · rds t e 
mation of a broad democratic front, a move towa h 

· 1· estion t e tackling of such problems as the Nationa 1ty qu ' 

woman question, the question of religion, the question of 
democratic rights, the Eritrean question, etc. have to be
gin in order to accomplish the fundamental tasks outlined 
in the above quoted minimum programme. 

8. Major Achievement 

February 1974 was a period in which the Ethiopian 
situation took a qualitative leap for the worse in all Eco
nomic, political and social spheres. The situation in the 
rural areas was unbearably painful. The peasantry and 
especially the poor peasantry which in most cases had to 
give away up to 75% of his produce to an absentee land
lord had gone from bad to worse with the acute drought 
si·tuation. Famine raged throughout many administrative 
regions scoring heavy tolls on the lives of people, cattle. 
sheep and goats, camels and draught animals. 

In the urban areas, the shortage of food and of Indu
strial products and commodities and their rising prices 
adding lo an inflationary situation , had made life extremely 
difficult. This sky-rocketting cost of living had its effect felt 
in every sphere of activity in the country. Th e situation in 
factor ies and sweat shops, the situ ation in the anned and 
police force s, the situation in school s and universities, the 
situation everywhere and of every class except that of the 
ruling classes had deteriorated. Prostitution. begging. thiev
ing had overwhelmed the major urban areas. Crises loom
ed upon crises and change had become an objective impe
rative . Adequate subjective factors were however not visi-
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f th Obj·ective factors was · ne.~s o e hie. Neverthele.~s, the npc · . explosion had to 
, u . rcvolut\onar)' · 

such that a spootaoco s . . d 'began to defy the 
. 1. f pc·,sants rose ,10 d 

t·ikc place. !\!ti ion ° '· · . 0 to seize the Ian s 
' · . They beg.i · 

f Udal production relation~. ch landlord pro-
c , f II took av,ray su 

which they tilled, force u ~ I· d farm implements. 11'1 
. dr· ught antma s an . , 

pert'" as grains. ,1 and granaries were 
J 1 d farms houses 

many areas J.md or · 

burnt down. ped teaching, students 
In the urban areas teachers stop ervices were halted. 

h I tr.ms port s . 
stopped going to sc oo' .k d revolutionary violence 
Trade Unions went on_ str1 ~ h~n the military was no dif
had erupted. The si~u_anon wd1tbe1n an to talce shape in the 

d · • upns1ngs ha g, all h al ferent. Sol 1ers . bination of t ese rur 
d . · · and units. A com · 

various 1v1s1ons h the Juxury-loVJng govern-
and url:>an eruptions had c:1ugE t peror had to buckle and 

roent unav,,arc. The despotic J; was dissolved. The feudo
the Cabinet of Aklilu Habte\VO make frantic moves to 

· · t m then began to 
oourgco1s1e sys e . at its infancy. 

foil the incipie~t rev~Jut'.on a new cabinet Jed by another 
It immediately installed ho mad" numerous 

. k tchew Mackonen w ~ 
anstocrat, Indal a . I d' g a new constitution. 
promises of reform Jnc u in et av,are tha t peopl e 

The ruling classes were not y I n th s passed 
f rm Severa n10 · 

waoted revolution and not re o . f and revolution. 

by and the struggle between sham re orm ; loitcd classes 

between the exploiting classes and the e ~ the Armed 
which obJ·ectively continued was reflected 1

~ • 
5

.
1
_ 

· · tuatton a · 
and Police forces. In view of the obta1n1ng st . 
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tuation in which there was no organized progressive force 
or party, leadership had to inevitably come from the orga
nized arn1ed and police forces. This was a historical neces
sity given the Ethiopian realities of the time. Accordingly 
1n June 1974, the Derg was created as the Coordinating 
Council of the Anned Forces. the Police and tbe National 
Army. 

In less than three months, the Derg had taken rapid 
and calculated moves to win over the brood masses and 
isolate the feudo-fascist despot. The frantic moves of the 
lndal.katchew cabinet had come to no avail and by Sep
tember the Emperor had been overthrown. The Coordinat
ing Council had become the P rovisional Military Admini
strative Council and the Provisional Military Government 
had been established . The over thro\v of the Monarchy in 
general and that of Haile Selassie's in particular was a land 
n1ark in Eth iopian History. l t was a great beginning for 
the destruction of feuda lism in Eth iop ia and this historical 
event ushered in a new era - an era of revol ution and 
liberatio n for all the oppressed of the Eth iopian society. 

On ce the Monarc hy was b rought dow n, major re

vo lutio nary step s were taken in succe ssion that put E thio
pia on the road of the Nation al Democr atic Revolu tion . 

Fi rst , the Derg procl aimed Socialism as the gu iding prin 

ciple of the revolution and with this, hitherto unknown pro
pagat ion of soc iali st sc ience began flooding the coun try 

Tr anslation of cl assical Marxist -Leninist Literature in 

va riou s E th iopian Language~ w;i~ encoura~ :in<l :1 cul -
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tural rc\·oluiton in literature. art and education had began. 
A Ze111etcha. the National \\'ork Can1paign ,vhich sent 
b0.000 high school and university students, teachers and 

,l>ldiers \\"as organized. 
Soon after the Youth h:.id established then1sel,·es in Rural 

atea"- the famous Land Refonn Proclamation was issued. 
This proclamation nationalized all rural land and brought 
the rural exploitation of man by man to a halt. This socia
lization of land eliminated the old private o\vnership which 
allo\ved for the sale. exchange or inheritance of land and 
established a system of use-right only. By this, peasants 
\\·ere made only to pay nominal taxes on the land they in
dividually or collectively used. Such a drastic measure -
the nationalization of all rural land was a measure that was 
necessitated by the concrete realities of the Ethiopian 

society. 
The land holding system in the country was so com-

plex that in one administrative region alone there obtained 
up to one-hundred land tenure systems. In most parts of 
the South, south-west, south-east and parts of central Ethio

pia. up to 85% of the rural population lived under a bur
densome system of tenancy. Another 10% or more of the 

population had modest land holdings. This meant then that 

most of the land was owned by a handful of tyrant land 

lords. In addition, the Ethiopian land lord neither bad any 

revolutionary potentialities nor had it any knowhow as r~ 
gards production. Such a land lord was absolutely parasitic 
and had tberef ore to be gotten rid-off. 
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. In most parts of the North and 
p1a, what obtained was an part_ of central Ethio-
allo\ved only for use-ri<>ht ~t~·old holding system which 
about the division of 1 od . is system however brought 

h 
an to a geometr· 

t ereby became a fett ic retrogression and 
· er on agricultural od 
JOr portion of the socie h d pr uction. A ma-
courts; and family f dty a to spend most of its time in 
d eu s prospered . 
ecreased productivit h' - a serious cause for 

. y' w ich had by th revolution reached . e outbreak of the 
serious prop t' 

of land therefore, brought an en or ions. The socialization 
cases and family feuds d d to the long-drawn court 
. h an took the alre d . . 

rig t concept to a higher l 1 a y existing use-eve. 

. Privately owned corrunerci 
hzed or socialized by th L d al farms were also nationa-

. e an Reform Pr 1 . 
again was a correct m . oc amation. This f easure since the . 
arms were owned b I . . n

1
a1or commercial 

pian nationals ran c~rn:pe~l~ts. In cases where Ethio-
tied . erctal tarms th ,v1th imperialism and h • ese were strongly 
was also justified . t e Land Reform Proclamation 

A_nother major achievemen 
tion was the brinoing f . .t of the Ethiopian Revolu-

. t.· 0 maior 1ndustri b· k · 
companies and finance . . . es, an s, insurance 

1nst1tutions unde 
trol. An overwhelm· . . r government con-

ing maiority of th · 
enterprises The t' 

1
. . ese were imperialist 

h 
. na tona izatton of urb l d 

ouses was another ach· an an and extra 
tion. This was also a :ve~ent of the Ethiopian revolu-
the concrete real't' rfev utionary measure necessitated by 

t ies o the country Urb l d 
and real estate bu . b . an an 11peculation 

smess ad reached such high proportions 
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d t,ecome acute. It was mostly 
that the hous.ing problen1 ha . b rgeoisie and other com-

ucrauc ou · the land lords, the burea . d ban land and housing. 
opohze ur d 

Prador elements that mon oc1·ety who had alrea y 
. ectrsofthes t These reactionary ~ . o . f all rural tand had began _o 

been hit by the soc1ahzan~n o activities by using thetr 

resort to counter-revolutionary ter-revolutionary moves 
Such coun . · h" urban based property. ood method for ach1eV1ng t ts 

had to be halted and one g I ents from the means of 
. f these e em · was the separanon o A other factor that necess1-

. h y owned. n · as roduction \11h1ch t e houses proctamat1on w 
p ted the urban land and extr~f house rent. After the 
ta di non-uni onn d" 
the rising and absur y educed and further stu ies 
proclamation, rents hav~ be:n ~ifonn and fair system of 
are underv,ay to estabh~h be noted that the middle 
house rent. In addit~on i:;~~~es had not been affected 
strata which owned its o h means of income but house 
and those who had no o~;:w reasonable sums of monthly 
rent have been allowed to 

compensation. . ch1·evement of the on-going 
d ·gn1ficant a . · 

Another an s1 t blis'--ent of the PtoVlSl<>-. as the es a iu.u ) 
Ethiopian revolution \V • tional Affairs, (POMOA . 
nal Office for Mass Organ~ t·tuti"on is to help raise the 

f h. state ins 1 
The main task o t is . of the broad masses r . 1 consciousness 'th 
revolutionary po it1ca s It ·1s also entrusted W1 

· · the masse · 
and help in organ1_z1~g oral and material support to pro-
encouraging and giv1n~ m . that adhere to the program· 
gressive political organizations. R 1 tion of Btbiopia, 
me of the National Democratic evo u 
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Todate, POMOA has opened up a political school where 
worker, peasant, soldier and intellectual cadres are trained. 
It has ,also opened up branch offices in all the administra
tive regions, Awrajas and most of the Woredas. It is acti
vely spreading socialism in the factories, among the peasant
associations and other institutions. POMOA also participa
tes in sending workers, soldiers and intellectuals for cadre 
training to friendly socialist countries. 

Just recently, the Provisional Military Administrative 
Council has reorganized itself in a new structure. The new 
structure was necessitated to fit in with the new situation 
and it will enable the Derg to lead the democratic revolu
tion effectively. The structure will allow for better control 
of bureaucratic sabotage and other counter-revolutionary 
activities. In the new structure there has also been set-up 
a special commission of the Central Committee that looks 
after the Revolutionary Politicization of the Armed Forces 
and the Police. in the last two years, military cadres have 
been trained both at home and abroad. These have been 
assigned as political cadres in the various units of the Arm
ed Forces and the Police. This has contributed to a rising 
political consciousness of the military. 

Successes have been scored in other spheres of social, 
economic and political activity. The problems of school 
shortage and the acute speculation obtaining in the private 
school sector has been ,viped out. The sons and daughters 

of the broad masses had difficulty of going to school be-
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~.1u,c ot ,oaring school fees. Now. .i proclamation has 
brought ,tll schools under public control and this has en
a bh:d the poor to send their children to school. The peasant 
,ts$ociation$ and the urban dwellers associations arc now 
building thousands of schools throughout the country in 

cooperation with the government. 

Recently a new Note, the Birr has replaced the old 
note. The change has brought a halt to illegal hor~ing 
and illegal accumulation of notes abroad. By so doing, 
the reactionaries were trying to remove a large s~ of 
notes out of circulation to bring about a monetary CCIS4:}S. 

Jn the two years since the revolution erupted, the 
life of most of the rural masses had improved a grea:t deal. 
Most peasants now have enough food to eat _a~d enough 
money to purchase basic commodities. The poht1cal aware
ness of the broad masses has undergone great changes a~d 
a rising index in this sphere is easily observ~ble. S~ch. m 
brief are the major achievements of the on-going Eth1op1an 

Revolution. 

c·. Basic Problen1s 

Where there is revolution, there is counter-revolution, 

where there is success. there is failure and where there are 

achievements. there are problems. This is the inexorable 

Jaw of Dialectics. 'fhe Ethiopian revolution is, no exception 

and it has its problems. Below are presented only some 

of the basic problems. 
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1. Reactionary Organizations 

Feudalism, Jmperialism and bureaucratic capitalism 
arc the three principal enemies of the Ethiopian People. 
The varaous proclamations that separated the exploiting 
classes from the means of productlon which they owned 

were as said earlier necessitated by the concrete realities 

of the society . The~e then in tum reflected upon the class 
~truggle. and made 1t more acute. Feudal and reactionary 
bourgeois forces have been reorganizing since the outbreak 
(>f _the revolution. The so-called Ethiopian Democratic 
Union (E.D.U.) is an organized counter-revolution. 
lrnp~rialist countries and some neighbouring states have 
furnish~ both moral and material support. Right now. 
E.D.U. forces are operating out of the Sudan in a reaction
ary offensive against the ongoing Ethiopian peopll!s revo
lution in the regions of North-West Ethio pia. Imperialism 
and reactionary feudo-bourgeois states have not only limited 
themselves to help organize this union of Aristocrats -
the E.D.U. They also serve as the mainstay of other 
reactionary feudo-bourgeois forces like the so-called 
Eritrean Liberation Front. so-called Tigrain Liberation 

Front, the so-called Oromo liberation front and the so
called Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Party (E.P.R.P.). 
The main difference between the E.P.R.P. and the other 

forces of counter-revolution is -that the E. P.R. P. has 

tried to wear a Marxist garb. t\ is notoriously lcnown for 
its revolutionary phrase flaunting - a basic characteristic 
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of Trotskyites. The E.P.R.P. engages in individual assassin
ations and lumpen-type gangster terrorism - a character-

istic of Anarchists. 
All these forces are now actively operating from 

within and without Ethiopia. The major sectors of re
actionary infiltration by armed counter-revolutionaries i, 
from the North-West on the border with the Sudan, and 
from the South-East on the border with Somalia. 

II. Problems of Organizing the Masses 
The last two years bas seen intensive activities at 

organizing the broad masses. In the rural areas more than 
21,000 peasant associations have been formed. In the 
urban areas hundreds of urban dwellers' Associations have 
already been set-up. After a long an arduous struggle, 
the All Ethiopia Jabour union has recently been formed. 
Women's Associations, Youth Associations and Professional 

Associations are also being set up. 

Such mass organizing is not however without its 
problems. Reactionary forces, especially the E.D.U. and 

the E.P.R.P. infiltrate these associations and try to raise 
havoc. Where they are successful, they fonn totally coun

ter-revolutionary associations and where they are not suc

cessful they struggle to liquidate the associations. They 

disrupt schools and universities and try to create disorder 

throughout the country. Such has been their tactic and 

this still poses serious problems to the revolution. 
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III. The Question of National"ti I es and Reli . 
The inequalities that obta· ed g1on 

ti
. 1 · • in between th na ona 1t1es of Ethiop· . e scores of ta is one of h 

facing the Ethiopian revol ti t. e serious problems 

th 
u on. While ·t · 

e question of nationalif . i is known that 
of th 1 ies is part of th . e c ass struggle, local and . e general question 
tried and still try to tran f foreign reactionaries have 
· s orm the · 
into a struggle between nationalities. ongoing class struggle 

Section II, article 5 of the p 
Democratic Revolution of Ethi r~gramme of the National 
position in solving the qu f op1a h:15 clearly stated its 
gramme states that based es itoh111 of na~ionalities. The Pro-
't · on e Marxist Le · · 
1 recognizes the right of all na . . . - run1St principle, 
ation and adds that "no . t1~nahties to self determin-

. nationality will d . 
,one since the history cultu l om,nate another 
nationality will have' equ::·~n~~ge ~nd religion of each 
the spirit of socialism." gn1tion ,n accordance with 

. :11e Programme recognizes tha . 
principle of self-determinati· h t the Man1St-Leninist 

. . on as two aspects th 
cognition of the right aspect d - e re.
aspect. Following this pri . a; the ~xercise of the right 
tion and the concrete nl~~p e, studytng the world situa· 

rea tfies obtainin . Eh' . 
Programme further ad g in t iop1a, the 
of the right must t:~:c~ the f~nn. in which the exercise 
Regional A t m Ethiopia today - namely 
Autonom u onomy. The concept of Lenini~t Regional 

Y has been tested in several socialist countries -
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first and foremost in the Soviet Union and has proved its 

correctness in the solution of nationality contradictions. 

The two major religions in Ethiopia are Christianity 

and Islam. Under the old system, the state was a christian 

state, but now religion has been left to the individual and 

the state has been made secular. This solved the age-old 

oppression of other religions save christianity. Nevertheless 

reactionaries, especially the imperialist organized and 

backed E.D.U. and the so-called E.L.F. have done and 

are doing every thing to split the country along religious 

lines. Although this will remain a significant problem for 

sometime, it is certain that such divisive tactics will come 

to no good end. 

JV. The Eritrean Problem 

The so-called liberation fronts in Eritrea have shown 

major vascillations in the formulation of the Eritrean 

problem. One says that it is a nationality question as well 

as a question of religion. Another says that it is a colonial 
question - Ethiopia being the colonizer of Eritrea. 

It is so clear that even a rapid glance at the Eritrean region, 

at the various nationalities inhabiting it, at the various 

religions obtaining in it and at its history will show that 

the Eritrean problem is not as stated by the reactionary 

secessionists. 
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The ongoing National De . 
clearly revealed that th E . mocratic Revolution h e ntrean bl . as 
general democratic revoluti . pro em is part of the 
by . the imperialists and _o~ It is a problem left behind 
n~ti~nalities, problems of ~e~ there are problems of 
w1th1~ the Eritrean re . on g1ons and other problems 
Provisional Military O gi · On May 16, 1976 th 

1 
overnment taki , e 

cu ar conditions prevaili . ng note of the parti-
a Policy Declaration to :!11n ~e Eritrean region made 
way. Instead of respond· ve t : problem in a peaceful 

l
.k ing to this f . . . 
t e manner' reactionary f peace ul 1n1tiative in a 

their activities supported ;rces h_ave instead stepped up 
and reaction. y outside forces of expansion 

V. Problem of the South-East 
After the various proclarn ti 

Land Reform Proclamation La ad ons and especially the 
elements have gone into S~arn Lords and Reactionary 
after having obtained sam f ia. Most of these elements 

. e orm of milita · · 
arms have infiltrated back . fY training and 
Ethiopia. They commit acts in:o ~e South-East region of 
and bridges. They d" 

0 
sa otage. They mine roads 

revolutionary peasant 1;:x:r:.eas;nt associa~ons and kill 
and engage in looting acf 'ti hey burn villages, farms 
to be the fi hters lVl es. The same bandits claim 
front amo;g the ~f thers<rc~lled ~estern Somali liberation 
nationali th oma l nationahty. Among the Oromo 
fight ty ese same counter-revolutionaries claim to be 

ers of the so-called Or 1. . omo 1beration front and among 
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the Amhara nationality they trY to pass for E.D.U. or 

monarchist elements. 

VI. Problent of Militia Or~anizing 

The revolution of a people is an act of the people 
themselves. The defence of the revolution then is also 
primarily that of the people. Endeavours have been made 
and are also underv:ay to organize a strong peoples-militia 
for the defence of the revolution. Most of the peasant 
associations have now their own defence units. Defence 
units are also being set up in and around factories and 
within urban dwellers' associations. The major problem 
facing the revolution with respect to militia organizing is 
the lack of arms. With well armed counter-revolutionaries 

operating in the country, it is iJJlperative that defence units 
of the broad masses be armed. In this regard, the 
Provisional Military Administrative Council is doing its best 

trying to satisfy the arms needs of the broad masses for the 
defence of the revolution and the consolidation of their 

gains. 

VII. Problems of Economic Sabotage and 
Commodity Shortage 

Economic Sabotage is one of the standard practices 

that counter-revolutionaries and imperialists resort to 

during revolutionary times in revolutionary societies. The 
Ethiopian revolution is no exception. and in this respect, 

-18 -

there is an on . sectors f going systematic 
distributioon. Agricultural and Ineconomic ~abotage in all dustrial 

In th production and 

e rural areas 
spread vile p , reactionar· 
peasants Th ropaganda that d" ies disrupt farm· . ey struggl iscourages ing, 
from the urban cen e to keep agricult and threatens 
shortage. Urb , tres there by creat· ural produce away . an and ing an t·f· . 
gnun hording· thu rural reactionar· ar i ic1al grain 
· s worsen· ies also 

ttonary merchant ing the situaf engage in 

th 

. s and b ion. Cou t 
e distribution of b . ureaucr!l.ts also . n er-revolu-

th 

. as1c co . actively 5 b 
us trying to w· mmod1ties t a otage 

in over the rural o the rural ar 

In f 

masse eas 
actories prod . 

5 
to their side 

d ' uction i . · 
owns, attempted str·k s senously ham 

Salt, sugar etc I es and other fo pered by slow-
' · · · are dumped . rms of bo 

are_put in machines thus half in engines and roe; tage. 
agricultural produce ing production I s, wood 
vested are not stored are not harvested on ~-n state farms. 
tural machinery . well or distributed o n~e, those har-

e 
are system f n time A . 

attle are not f d a tcally rende ed . gncul-
numbers L e properly and are dr unfunctional. 

· ast year al ma e to di · 
worth of agricult 1 one several scores f ~ _in large 
destroyed throu ~ra produce .machinery o dm1llion Birr g sabotage. an cattle were 

Import-Export 
sabota e · enterprises al ed _g in collusion with inte _so engage in economic 

with in1perialist EDU mat1onal imperialism Flood 
workers · ' · · . and E p · -tn some imperialist ... R.P. propaganda. 

countries had at 1· 1mes even 
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re~scd to load grain and commodity cargoes destined for 
Ethiopia. Such in brief is the concerted effort of local and 
foreign reactionaries at economic sabotage. 

VIII. Some Social Problems 
Since the February (1974) revolution erupted, due ;

0 

,he famine situation rural masses had migrated to the citie, 
These have not been accommodated in the main. In addi
tion to this. economic sabotage has also created a sizeable 
quantity of unemployed. As a result, unemployment is one 
of the serious problems facing the revolution. 

Effect• of natural disasters ( drought, flooding, blight 
etc.) such a• famine and homelessness are other social 
problems obtaining at this time. These are being combated 
through relief and rehabilitation measures and settlement 

projects. 
Prostitution is another serious problem which has been 

inherited from the past. The disruptioIJ. of schools by re-
ctionaries has contributed to an already growing lumpen 

population. The Provisional Military Government is now 
working towards the solution of these problems by opening 
up job opportunities in public works, state farms, rehabili-

tation centres and rural settlement projects. 

IX. Problem of Party Building 
It \Vas the great leader of the world proletariat Lenin, 

who incisively taught about the necessity of a strong party 
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of the w k" or ,ng class for . 
fully. It ,vas in persuan conducting a revoluti 
that section III , . ce of this revol . on success
stated : . arucle 2 of the . _uhonary·teaching m1n1mum program 

"T me 
he National Dem 

~ill be assured of · ocratic Revoluti 
imperialist forces v1c!ory_ if all anti-~n d of Ethiopia 
front. Therefore unite in a broad u a\ and anti
~ceorded the fre~ all progres~ive f revolutionary-
1n political parties om ~o. organize an~r:s will be 
step towards e . _an_ in mass o . organized 
since, final vic~tabhsh1ng such a ur~anrzations as a 
assured when o;y by such a uni~1ted front. But 
strengthened a~d rue proletarian pa~~ f:ont is only 
front, the governm!!~":.~s the fuU-\eid;~s~:ganized. 
to revolutiona 1 extend uncea . 

1
P of the 

tO establish SU~ agroups and individ:1rg assistance 
vanguard party". a s struggling 

In accordance with th . 
and individuals, will stru e \above, all revo\utiona'"" · gg e for th . ·, groups 
1s paramount to the ongo· E . e rea\rzation of h · f ing th1op· w at 
creation o the worker ian revolutio 

With d s party of Ethiopia n - the 
regar to the pro~ . 

volution much more l ems of the Ethio . 

h b 

cou d be art' 1 p1an re-
t e asic ones. icu ated but these are 

D. Prospects of the Eth· . 
The Ethi . 1op1an Revolution 

f . op1an Revolution h . . 
uture. With the untirin ff as an inhnitelv bright 
of the D g e Orts of the · ergue, all genuine r . progressive section 

p ogress1ves and revolutionary 
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,\.1arx,st intellectuals. the day for the establishment of the 
Workers Party of Ethiopia is coming ne~rer and _nearer. 
Thi~ is th1: n11ht urgent task of the revolut111n ''.t th1\ \!age 
·ind efforts without let-up will be made in his rc~pcct. 
, The other and future prospect of the E_thiopian 

I . . the formation of a broad democratic front. rcvo ut1on 1s . 1 
This broad democratic front is a revolutionary front_ of al 
anti-feudal and anti-imperialist forces. The necessity fo~ 

. f th"1s front and its fundamental task ha., the formation o . . p 
been clearly stated in section IV of the m1n1mum ro-
gramme in the following terms : . 

"As soon as the masses arc properly organized a~d 
a po~ular revolutionary front i~ fo7ie~ a;t:~~~~J. 
which will assume state power w, . r 

bly W .111 consist of representatives o Such an assem · · 
, . ties and popular organizations that ~ave part1c1-
par d . the front . . . !n accordance with the con
pate 1n bl will approve the 
st'.~'/~~ ;~~~l~~~hof a~t~~s;i:. Jnder the le~dership 
~ t~e working class party will be declared. . 

Aside from the above-mentioned party formatio~, 
front formation and the establishment of the P~ople ~ 
Democratic Ethiopia, other political pr0spects entail_ fo: 

. . h as an All-Eth1op1a 
mations of mass organ1zat1ons sue • . . f 

E h. · A ·soc1at1on o 
A . t· n of Peasants, an All- t iop1a s . 

ssoc1a 10 • . d vanous 
Youth, an All-Ethiopia Assoc1at1on of Women an 
other professional associations. 

. d . to make dernoc-Plans and studies are also un crway . 
1 ratic rights available for the broad masses and for genwne y 

progressive forces. The creation of a Nationalities' Institute 
that will help in the scientific study of Ethiopian national
ities and the implementation of autonomy is underway. 

. The prospeots for ~conomic growth, especially of the 
agricultural sector and hght industrial sector are very high. 
The country has vast resources for agriculture and livestock 
rearing. It has rich supplies of rivers and lakes. But the 
socio-economic basis for the exploitation and utilization of 
these resources are very week. It must be remembered 
that the Ethiopian society obtains not only a backward 
feudal soci~nomic system and an imperialist imported 
weak capitalist mode of production but also strong 
remnants of the primitive communal socio-economic system 
and even slave trading. This situation will definitely not 
only slow down the rate of economic development and 
especially of its industrial sector but vill also make it quite 
difficult. What is therefore necessary is the broad mobiliz
ation and politicization of the working masses to revolu
tionize productivity, the rapid training and deployment of 
conscious cadre and good central planning. In addition, 
proletarian-internationalist aid from socialist countries will 
augment and accelerate this rate. 

Already a number of agricultural, livestock and 
irrigation projects are underway and more are under study. 
Intensive work shall begin in the search and the exploit
ation of mineral, crude and gas resources. It has often been 
sai<i that Ethiopia's geothermal energy potentialities are 
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. . Effort. shall also he made in thi~ di rec hon 1mn1ense. s . 
The recently established National Science and Technology 
Commission has as one of its major tasks the study, inven
tion and creative adaptation of appropriate technologies. 
Traditional science and technology shall serve as a treasure 

house in this regard. 

Such socio-economic ills as unemployment, prostitu
tion. illiteracy, abject poverty, lack of adequate health 
services, lack of adequate schools and institutions of higher 
learning will have no place in future Ethiopia. The welfare 
of orphans, abandoned children, disabled people, patriots 
and of old people shall be ensured. Victims of natural 
disasters shall be provided with appropriate relief and re
habilitation measures. 

In the international sphere. Democratic Ethiopia 
shall play a more active and more determined role in the 
struggle to wipe out imperialism and all its cohorts -
colonialism, racism. and Apartheid. The working masses 
of Ethiopia shall surely unite with the workers and 
oppressed peoples of the world to wipe out the system of 
l'xploitation of n1an by man. 
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