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A TRIBUTE TO COMRADE TESFAY DEBESSAY

On the 25th of March, 1977, Comrade
Tesfay Debessay, member of the Cente-
ral Committee of the Ethiopian People's
Revolutionary Party killed himself than
falling in the hands of fascists who
tried to arrest him in central Addis s ‘
Abeba. In the gun battle with the fascilﬁé
he ran out of bullets and jumped through i
the window from the Kidane Building. o

Comrade Tesfay was born in 1941 in
Alitena villege, Irob, in the adminstras=
tive region of Tigrai. He was from the
Saho minority nationality. Coming from
a poor peasant family, Tesfay could not
go to school until he was ten when he wag
recommended by a local catholic priest in
Alitena to the Catholic Mission School in
Adigrat. In 1957-58 school year, when pols
itical debate flared up in the school, Ta#=
fay was the only student to argue for the
"system of the east", i.e. soviet system,

In 1958, he joined the high school in
Adigrat, but soon returned to the Catho=
lic Mission School the next year. In 196
he went to Rome for higher studies. He
joined the Pontifica Universita Urbania

(contd. on page 48)

‘lutionary landloxds,

EDITORTAL

“RRMING® (?) AND DISARMING AT THE SAME TIME

To anyone whqhmﬂﬁnotﬂa nodding acgwantance to
Marxisu-Leninism, what is confusiag about the
regime in Ethiopia is the comntradictions in
the reégime's talk of socialism while it kills
communistsy in its declaratiop of "unrestricted
dewocratic rights to the broad masses” while
it massacres workersz who staged peacefal dewmons-
tration using their declared "rights", in its
declaration of laud reform while depriving the
peasants to défend theuwselwes from counter-revo-
and so on. The latest act
in this historical drama of self-contradictory
double talk is the March and latest proclamation
to disarm the people with the bluff of "arming
the people"  at the same time,

On the 6th of March, 1977, handpicked motor-
ious bootlickers of the regime and bandas of the
Haile Fida cligque were summoned to the Grand
Palace and were said to have been armed by the
regime "with a view", as the leading government
paper The Ethiopian Herald put it, “to advancing
the revolution from the defensive to the offenss.
ive position." The number of the armed persons
was said to be “H00".

- The Herald said, "In response to the demands
of members of the urban dwellers' associations
for arms in line with the revolutionary slogan
that an awakened, organized and armed oppressed
people will triumph and as a result of the steps
so far taken, B0 defence sguads of Addis Abeba
urban dwellers® associations have already been
armed." The demand for arms to the proletariat

‘and peasantry is not a new thing, Eversince the

huge demonstrations held throughout the country
at the time of the declaration of the decree
on land, the popular demand of the masses was



2

“Arm the Peasantry!“ to make it defend tThe l&nﬁ
it had won a2t a juridical lﬁvel. Two years after
the défrse, now, bocause of ¢ "the fzilure of
the regime to arm the p»mamwtry conkined with
the complete abaeace of dexocratic wighis; ths

landlords could have the time to put up a connber-

revolutionary resistaoce which causesdthe death
and massacre of thoubande of peasants. The
peas¢nt5 were forced ko Tight both the fsudal
bondits and the fascist regime which objecviively
sided with the feudalists iu the armed conflict.
The samre was the dewand of the rroletarisdt vhen
the decree on “nationalisations™ was proclaimed,
Two and @ half years have elapsed siance. Ca the

contrary, the 4unta suppressed the working class,

shot active labour unicn leadexs, closed down
their anthentic labour ovgunization, CELU, puk
up a fake yellow trade uspion im place of CELU
and institnreﬂ & namplemm fasecist reigw of
terror.

On the other h&nd, the revolutionary viow

lénae waged by the EPRA both in the conntrysige
and cities got iutensified. Im the wake of this

armed resistance on the one hand and the deciz~r

don of the Derg to reduce the power of Mengistu

forced the latter to undergo clandestine cnunter—l”

revolutionary activities. They hired assassing,
stooges and committed crimes agaiaust revolutio-
naries, democrats and ionocent people. The
success of the Pebruary 3rd couwp by Mengistu
enabled hiwm to formalize the white terror by
¥hiat he called®advancisng the rewvolution from
the defensive to the offensive.™ Whatever
- Mengistu called his putch, whatever the lies

he, the Haile Pida cligue and athar'ravisioninan
spread around both intermally and externmally,
the resistance continued unabated. Scores of
political criminals were pnnished. Hengistuls
best men like Senay Like and Colonel Daniel

wexre ¥illed and the othexs have heen puzilshed

of the
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thatfhe would “crush the znarchists®. But,
the "angrchists"” rifided the Addis Abeba Blink
in centéral Addi# Abeba by day light and took
close to two million Ethinyian bir., They

stil] punish.’ : the aost nmtorioua agents and
social fasclstg.

¢ by q;ath.lfhe shiwefinm“unnqistu screamed

It was amidet this intensified armed
actions of the party and the independent
uctions of the people in ¢this direction that
the Mengistu»ﬁm‘!e cligue declared a new
decree to launch massive house~to-house searchs
for the sole purpose of disarming the revolu~
tionaries and the people. The regime resorted
to such moves as a result of the growing armed
resistance and the considerable victory the
‘resistance achieved in this direction, It is
for this, and for nothing elise, that the houke-
to-house searchs were launched: to DISARM the
revolutionaries aud the people,

We then see the regime bluffing that it has
arned#hﬂﬂkers, peasants and kebele as&ariati*
ons. One may be surprised why a regime that
just declared emergency decree to disarm the
populaticon would again "arwm™ the people., Truelyyp
why is this "arming® amidst DISARMING? The
riddle resolves itself by seecing WHOM is
the regime arming. Would Mengistu ever arm
the people, who had cried for arms? OF caurse,
not. On its move of house to house searchey
the regime was met with fierce resistance
revolutionaries and the people. Search squads
have in many places been-attacked, The pxnﬂuss
Jisarming was not successful evldis
s reinforced by the notorious kebele

fascists, Thus, Mengistu had to pick up his

loyal men from the kebeles and yellow trade
unions, and arm. them. Such selective arming
“of fascists ha  been carried out in the othgr
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major towns where the class ntrnqgie is also
acute.

Mengistu begged for arms almost froi‘every~
one he met. But, this nut does not understand
‘that it is not the tank nor the gun that com-
mands revolution; on the contrary, it is the
man in the tank that commands the tank and it
is revoluticnary politics thaﬁ'caunandé‘ravdlu«
tion, Likewise, it ie the Ethiopian masses, the
makers of ¥thicpia's history, and not angﬁpaid
mevcenary army nor any “"liberzutor™ from far
away places that determines the fate of our glor-

ious revolution. Mengistu can ask not only for -

arms but also for troops from "some champions
of mational liberations™, but the armed resig-
rance will continue. The"liberators™ have alre-
ady arrived, but they must know that they

wonld not meet the same terrain as they did
somewhere else, This time, the masses, organized
and politicised by their communist party -EPRP-
will storm heaven and earth to smash whoever
stands in their way of the long march towards
people’s democracy and socialism. As Comrade
Prouwy Chinh said, "The Resirstance Will #WinI"™ ¢

+ + W +

the fact that the parents of the wictims are

B T “ "‘_’“,‘s

whe nfficial policy of terrow launched by
Mengistu with the fascist slogan "From the
pefensive to the Offensivel” has been escala-
ted against children, old wen and women, the
unemployed, poor peasants, semi-proletarians,
proletarians, revolutionary vouth, militant
intellectuals, students, oppressed soldiers,
and so on, In one week alone , i.e. from the
291 to 2Bth of March, the regime of outright
terror and callous murder assassinated workexrs
from the Rallways, tramsport, Cement Factory,
the Lazardis company. Numerous peasants from
the adminstrative regions of Wollo, Tigre,
Arussi, Harrar, Sidawo, Bale are being mowed
down with cruel ferocity. Even hungry workers,
unable to live off the starvation wage they
receive, while walking on the way to buy bread -
in the supply short Addis Abeba city, herone
victims of the sadistic Nebelbal and banda
mercenaries, Rarely do they make it back home
once they are out.

rhe evidence for the junta-banda's nindless
pursuit of a wvanguardship over the Ethiopian
people through sheer terroy and barbaric bra-
tality can be gleaned from the fact that in a
spate of only +wo months close to 4000 people
have been brutally murdered. Addis Abeba is
beseiged with the whitest terryor in its history.
Scores of militants, democrats and suspects of
EPRP sympathisers have been killed, Their bodies
are deliberately left lying in the streets, hud-
dled in ditches and floating on rivers sometimes
with scripts on them writtesm “"Death to EPRP" so
that others may see the fate they would meet if
they support the EPRP, What is very ampazing is

|
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fined with upto 400 Ethiopian Bit {+130 US$)
because "hbullets have been spent on “the bodies.”
A poor old woman, who lives on selling Injera

{ a local bread}! near the Paulos saspitai had
to pay 400 Bir to recover the body of her slain
son. The money was raised by the people inm hex
kebele !zone.' The towns of Dire Dawa and Jimma
are also subjected to white terror. In Jimma, up
to 1500 pesople are estimated to hawe been killed.
Ir Dire Dawa, Mengiztu has armed the few fascist
gangs in the Kebeles to intensify the killings
against EPRP supporters and the revnlnti&nary
yoath, ;

The following killings are a record of the
last week of Maxrch, 1977:

- In RKolfe, Addis Abeba, weaving workers were
nurdered. Exact figure is unknown.

-in the Grain Veranda area of the new market

in Addis Abeba, the junta murdered 28 yﬁﬂth
while they were acting on a stage in a drama
putting up a show for the Kebele residents.

The play incidentally passed the censors in the
Binistry of Information,

~Memebers of the $th Police Statien, who tried
to prevent the murderous Nebelbals apfiy: assassin
squads& were all imprisoned and killed,

The death toll from the killings at the Cement
ractory were 25, Lazardis Company 15, Indo-
Bthiopian Textiles 20, Customs 5, Railways B
 Pepsi Cola Z3.

~Iin many Kebele associations, militant women,
and youth together withttheir democratic parents
wverefwurdered. University, secondary and elemen-
tary sthdeats have become objects to the cruel
fascist assault of the regime. :

e Outside Addis Abeba, killings and aass arrests'

have mounted inm Wolliso, Jimma, Dire Dawa,
Awasa, Yirgalem, Goba, Dessie, Gondar, lctellpg_

Ambo, Metu, Gimbi, Assela, Adama, Harrar and
SO On.

-~ In prisons, specially in the formey security
compound, Addis Abeba prisomn, Entoto, in'police
stations, in the executiom camp at shola, etc...
the condition of the prisomers is as bad as
those who are outrightly slaughtered,

~-After 4ailing families with their militant chil-

dren, the sadists torture both by shitwﬁua ahove

them on their heads thus covering them with their

excremanis,

~During the house-to-house search, thesc crude
and bestizl “nebelbal-Banda” bandits enter &
premise, point their guns at the temple of .
l1ittle hoym and girls, {(3-4 rears old}l and forxce
them to speak about the whereabouts ok i the '

‘Wi dden guns and pistols vi their families. With

threatening voice, the bandits cosrxce the 1itele
children to speak or face outright death. Im thg
rouree of this cruel and crude torture, mental |
breakdowns became the lot of boys and girls, f
whose effort of protestation of the lack of WA
pons of their families and/or thelr lack of know-
ledge of the exlstence of any often fell on deal,
erude, bestial Nebelbal-Banda earsh

~A militant woman worker, Daro Hegash, secretary

' of the workers' union of Berhantna Selam Printing

Press and mother of eight and pregnaant for eight
months, fell wictim to the ﬁebelbalunanda beants.
First, the beasts pulled out her eyes with a
knife, mutilated her body, cut her breasts off,
and opened her stomach with a bayunnatme. This is
indeed the most horrifying thing i ' to a
human being, ,but for the fascists they feast in
the arqy of beastly muderings of the sort.

¢ —
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The particular condition of the Ethiopian sit-
uation at this particular stage necessitates
armed reprisals in form of punishments apart
from the strategic gueryilla war in the country-
side. Therefore, the armed resistance to these
house~to~house searchs jincluded punishment
actions against notorious spies, assagsins and

Owvey a thousand women have aborted due to the

ssychological and physical pressure of thggh;:ﬁg-
tp~house searchs, Property of thg xesiden#

neen robbed by the fascists. Wwatches, agring:;‘
jold rings and other ornaments as wellnms ?ﬂltia
was robbed from the regidents because "it is .
sronerty of the country.® e 0 social~fascists who do polieg’ work; and combat
Py P T s @emocratic ‘operations in some strategic places in the city.

anlae Ah&?a %nd ::2§aztgzrw§z:nEPﬁP and with In this respect, the resistance ha¥ been car-

pecple who have mo zst; suspicion and "with ao ried out effectively. Hundreds of leading fasc~
el i been victimized aﬁﬂ killied. 3 ists, social-fascists and spies who were direc—
Wiickece at ALC O T e tly responsible for assassinations of democcrats |
and mass wmurder of civilians hawye been punished
by death; scores of weapons including the Russs
ian AKX 47 (Klashinkow} have been captured;

= %11

-pY falsely writing all sorxts of "crimes“f the
Sebelbal~Banda assassina foxce thaix*viftims to
sign it. ronsequently, they find pretexts to

jmprison and kill at will. | j = Vradat et e - A A5t

: et ja fascists have tried to parade 1 have been liberated. Most important 1s the fact
_ f?belbai sziz :itellectualm and students e that the searchs haw M total failure die |
mi;;taqtrzzz:urn‘thaﬁr sacks carrying the “oyime®™ R s el Nt EEN e DBk ss andy |
with piaca T . ' f

v (pewocracia ig the the spontaneacus, independent actions of the |
masses. This increased the confidence of the

masses on our partys

of "I Distribute Democracia.
organ of EPRP,) ; - T
1 eople have been subjactﬂ£%, g

~Eritrean working p nd killing ‘ When notorious social-fascigts led by Girma

dispossession of property. jailing a

v Tal g SEEA TGRS - ] Kehedqhwkdereﬂ several workers from the Birha-
o e s e L% é & kota, border town between the : nina Selam Printing Press; workers of the Press
o I o :bns ;f Wollo and Tigrai, 1500 joined by workers friom ‘other firms and the
adrinstrative §§§~ - women and the old, have ‘ youth took a daring action against the killers.
pecple, all childrexn, gsearck for what = . Bbout ome thousand workers stormed a certain

been killed by N¥ebelbal im their

tiiy ca11“¢handit8“~ kebele where the alleged assassing resided and

threatened to hang the assassins alive for

theilir crimes., Among those murdered by the Girmas
was the well-known militant Comrade Daro Negash,
who was a mother of eight,. In the incident,
troops had to beg the enraged workers promising
them that they would bring those alleged assa-
ssins to trial. That was a major blow teo the
regime's house-to-housersearchs. The next day,
the curfew had to be relazed and the Girma

POPULAR RESISTANCE

; ~Hai e
© before the Mengistu o
?tzghonsemtouhonae cearchs, the party had undexr-, |

taken the necessary preparation fnx_n_fyvo;:tionﬁﬂ;
ary armed defence. As far back as lathﬁngzlatf%%
the party warned the fascists and :gcia %
fascists that it would respond with buliets 13

le cligue launched

those who wanted to “destroy” 1t”‘@£h‘h“;1’t"ﬂiﬁl? %ebages had to be publicly ezxecuted aftey a
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. this most gounter-revolutionary and owt and aut»'m

-51uee’£ts4p‘

fnban~sa}a;£ta]nnd experts Arn»sinOned»tﬁ'wv !
save™ M@ngistu's tottering regime from its
inevitable doon. They are also suppoﬁeﬂ?to”: i

assist Mengistu in his frantic, desperate and
mad preporation for a second peasasnt march on -
Eritrea. The participation of Cuban tr ugﬁﬁih

anti-proletarian scheme of getting the peasant
pom? of both Rthicpia and Eritrea glauéhter ;
sachother womld be not only the complete ren-

unciation ¢f psoletarian internationalism but !
fiiatfaunigg t#;s grave Jdaonger of mass"slang§#*~f?
;f&bmzﬁtu;; j ‘:‘.}MEi&‘na«:t. the fraternal solid&xié?__f

sed peoples. i

/ ‘* 4 4 34 "

PON' REPORTED MUTINYING : The 26th
he armed forces stationed im

axted Lo have gome on vebellion.

#tentions and demands ara:nnclear.ﬁ

Matiiiinn”ﬁ
Asmab 4% 2

7

_L”have already degided not to
& of the regime: The Assab 26th
oo d revolut%aﬁﬁiy_r&putaticn
rebellion!® few months ago.

obay th§ f@§;
batallion ha

" Addis Abeba

Facsist Atrocities Resched a New Level: More

Than 500 Progressive Workers, Stnﬂ&nts'ana"

reacher Prisoners Massacred in a Week.

‘rhe strocities perpetrated by the Hitlerite
Col. Mengistu and his cellaborators”™ cligue on
the oppressed people oOF Ethiopia has now reach-
ed a gualitatively new high, and has taken a )
rurr for the wery wvorst. ks of the last week of
vebruary of this year, & campaign of acute rep-
remgibn,"eharaetezizeﬂ by the mass pgecution of
progressive political prlsoners has been unleasg-
hed. Carried ocut om a nearly daily basis and i
especially copcentrating on the elimination of
progressive s+undent, worker and teacher prison-
srs . this current OXGY af’ﬁascisticvhastieiity
has in the period of onc week claimed the lives
of over 500 of those who were languishing in'
several places of confinemant, especially ﬁm?the
notoricus Special Branch of the Rddis Abeba ﬁa03

rolice Station. v,

i Arbitrary azxrosts and summary executions
of prisoners in full and cobvious disregard forx
even the most elesentary demands of legal ethics
are, of course, nothing new to the regime, IL
will be recalled that the ageistic Military
Junta had, a couple of wonths after its usurpat-
ion of power, promulgated a Special Penal Code
and set_ up a Special Military Tribunal by decree.
rhuughéiﬁsciatic in essence and worse-than-Kan-
garow in procedure, they were scon julved away.
The reasons were simple. Rs the opposition to
the Jjunta increased, and, most important, it
became very obvious to the junta that its empty
dewagogy and tongue-in-cheek proncuncements to
the broad masses was not having the intended

Snle ‘
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effect of hiding its Pascistic essence from the
eyes of the populace and was, in fact, acting as

a catalyst to the widespread ferment of the oppo-

sition, such facades became snperflous;‘ﬁVQn-this 4

gsexblance of legality had to be abandoned, in
favour of faster and move direct methn@s.“

srisoners arrested on the most trivial of chars

gez on mere susp’cicn alone or, even worse, on

@irg unfortunate enough to belong to the parti-
cular nationality, faith or age-group which the
regime considered the current nuamber one threat
to itself filled the jails, and were, sopmer oX
1a.er, dragged cut of jail and taken to the

firing squad.Xf though expedient, such executiocns f

wer2 puoblicly anancunced, wost of ithe time they

wert: un-repsrted and any news of them was _purpo-- .
gelv nmuffled, Still, dozens of 'such cases, invol-

viv3 hundreds of prisoners have broken through

the scal of secrecy impesed O upcn them to reach ‘A
ghe public eaxr. The case of the hundreds of Erxit-g
reans from every walk of 1ife picked up by simglef;

wistne of being Britrean nationals and were sec-
retly and systematically liguidated: the sxecu-

tion of 70 workers (mosily trade union bfficials)f

whe took part im the general strike of Septembex
1975 sear the town of Asbe Teferi (Harrax) idu.
Wovamber 1975, and a further 30 six momths laterx i
in Hurs Era (Middle Awash); the series of arresis
an: jmmediate executions of hundreds of progressi-
e in Jimmz, fgaro, Bonga {all in Kaffa), EBudi-~ |
bir, Wolkite, Wolliso ‘dcd Butajira (Shoa) during &
a periéd covering the first tem days of May 1976
by the direct order of the two top axemen of the ;
Dergue —Major Gestachew Shibeshi and A1i WMusa ;.
{understandably both lauded by the DUCE ; Mengistu,
as "the staunchest of revolutionaries® al holding
key positions im the post-coup hierarchy) the g
revolting case of €7 prisoners rounded up in- 4
Mekelle (Tigrai) in late May 1976, taken out of 3
town (on the pretext of being moved tgAddis Abebal
and driven a day's journey to a point a’ few kilo-
meters north of Haik (Wollo) and dumped under a e

‘pridge after being hovibly murdered and then

having their faces burned to impede possible
jdentification ~ are but a few of the dozens
of such cases. : ; ‘

The recent orgy of kilﬁ%ﬁgs, though a continwm:

uwation of all these, has attained a new gualita-

tive lewvel., The government s general policy of
viewing both the Left and the Right as egual
threats to its existence and hitting them accor+<.
dingly whenever it could, gave place, after May

of last yeax, Lo a situantion wherein the persecu-

tion the Left rapldly escalated. FPollowling the
goverrment's official labeling of the EPRP as

a "gounter-revolutionary, jmperialist backad,
c1e financed group of anaxchists working in .
Jjeague with the reactionary EDU" last September,
a campaign of terrox with the EPRP as its mailn
and scle target was nnleashed: Thousands of sus~
rected EPRP members and sympathizers, most wmili- _
tant workers, stuldents, teachexs, peasants and
soldiers were rounded up and jailed. PFundreds
were indiscriminately killed openly, secretly in
prisons, in the streets and in their wery homep.
Arbitrariness reachsd the stage of imprisoning
and even shooting the relatives and friends of
some suspects, whether the suzpects themselves

 ware arrested or gone underground. In certain

cases, the brutality reached the level of hozrib-
ie cynicism wherby relatives of the deceascd had
to pay a sum of up to $250.00 to covex the cost
of ammunitions expended before they were given
the bullet-ridden corpse. How svan this has

been surpassced.

The shooting of progressives stopped being a
means to an end and became an end itself. HMass
execution of prisoners "Irrespective of sex and
age” {as officially put), some of whom 4id not
even undergo preliminary guestioning became the
admitted top policy of the regime, This is com-
plimented by the activities of government inspi--
red, financed and protected sguads of killers who

with the help of uniformed troops, ¢go around
shooting, garroting, flaying, etCueoy progressi-
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ves in particular youngsters. The official and
often reiterated positiom of taking “the.-middle
rozders® as *"no less enewy than the anarchists”®
being played uwp after Mengilstu's coup h&s‘prq~
viced the facsists with a much wider field o
with much fewex democratian rnles in which to
pl y out theix attrocities. The fact that the :
wast majority of victims of these attrocities .
are trade nnion jeaders and other workers, sta- i
dei ts, teachers, soldiers and pgaﬁmmts who hay&
pe.n staunch fighters on the sides of the vevolu-
ticn proves without any ghadow odf doubt that ‘
the colonel and his gang are out and cut counter=s
revolutionaries working in the interests of and
hand-in-hand with those Very same enemies of the
people whon thew so-vehemently castigate verba-
1iv..It also shows that the gocialist demagoyy
I@@Mmﬁ out plentifully hy the mercenary inte~
11ec£13&s is a yet nowel vekill® of not only
providing a gocialist fig leaf to cover the
regimets $ﬁscist and reactionary essence and
hengce justify dts eorimes (ag if brutal murder §
can ever be justified by secialist incarnationss
put also hiding its hideous trume face behind a
MW aacﬁgtabla to world publiic opiniocn.

The mwagnitude and method of these executions
dewonstrate, not & sndden upsurge in the "geal
and determination of the government to defend
th= revolution by wwitching from a defensive |
to an oFfensive pogition® as the regine's mouth=
pilece try to tell the world, but the mood of .
i ter despalr and sense of iwminent doom reignini
anidset the colonel's narrow circle. It would ba*jj
needless to point out that the pb;itical,‘econa 
mic, wilitary, =ocial, etc., conditions in the =
country and sharp intensity and nlntip;icity ofﬁ
the forces opposing the regime have DOW reachaq:
the magnitude where even illusions can RO longes

“

T -

. bpolster optimism. Mengistu and his loyal axemen
‘have always forseen their doom and been always
. ¢lear on what their death act will be. Their

often repeated maxim of “annihilate and get anni-
hilated® is un-ambiguous, and they are staying
true to their words. They axve carrying out thid
annihilation and plan to carry it out even more
strongly. Only factors and circumstances beyond
their reach and control are preventing them from
making it, 5§ they dream, total and complete,

The EPRP, spear-heading,as it dres, the sty
nygle of the coppressed masses against bestial
rule af;theﬂgascists, and conseguently being the
main targst in the eyes of the epneny has fully
realized that it has the double duty of protec-
ting the broad masses and itself Efrom gacsistic
attyocities, and going beyond this, of leadiog
the struggle for the overthrow of this regime
and setting the revolution back on its path to
eocialism via the New Democratic Revolution., It
alsc realizes that to carry out this task it must
intensify the oversall struggle, in particulax
by stepping up those activities which, it feels,
the present sitnation demands. But, these and !
enly these cannot be adeqguate, Others have to'
carry out their tasks too.

#* P

in face of the Pascist threat prevailing, the
world owes it to its sense of rationality not
only to condemn this act but do-av&ﬁf&hing pOS~
sible to halp stop this insane dream from being
realized and further. The EPRP calls upon all
progressive and democratic forces to expose and
condemn the #trocitus crimes committed on the

oppressed masses of Ethiopia by the Hitlerite

gang of Cel, gistu and his thugs and frusi-
rate this nihilistic plan by denying them any
and all moral or material support. No progressive
and democratic forces condoning, leave alone

 supporting, this state of affairs can, at the

same time, remain true to its stated principles;

‘mot when a total campaign of extermination is

# e
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; being carried out against the progragsive and
 democratic foxces of Ethiopia. A

DO¥WN WITH FASCISM CLOAKED IN SOCIALIST
ﬁ@ﬂhGOGYﬁ

LITDOWEN WITH TﬁE FASCIST CLIQUE OF MENGISTU
; i AND HIS THUGSI

DOWN WITH THE DOUBLE-~-PRONGED ATTACE OF
ITMPERIATLISH!

- WEE FBRGAQ MASSES SEALL VANQUISEI!

. e ———

It bas come to the attemticn of the party foreion
comuiteee that a certain individual from W. Germany is
distorting the party's line and is nearly working as
an impostor. A few months ago, this irdividoal published

a poster beaving the insignia of our party and without
awy:mienmxw~as]ﬂ!ﬂ%ﬂﬂtﬁm pmMWM'uas;mﬁlnﬂm@ Racgr
ntly, he had our News Release of March 14, 1977 transla-
ted into -German and had distributed it on bebalf of a

cortain copmittes. The EPRP-Foreign Committee would like
to notify all pzngrmsa:wv and revolutionary ovganizations
that it got nothing t9'@o with the alleged Individual
whatsoever. It also expresses its firm disaproval of
individual actions such a3 these in conditions where

to get crganized is more than a possibility., We are not
agmhwﬂ;nmﬁﬁimmﬂa mu:tqytbluuganaiﬂexn:stvwmle
in qﬁnerai. When 1t cowes in terms of actions, howewver,
*we only wecognize organized and collective actions. As
s, we appreciate and recognize the actions that are -
undertaken by all Ethiopian Student Unions unfler the
ﬂaﬂullﬁdm‘vadmnﬂﬂnm.ofiEﬁhhxﬂam Students.

W
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EPRE: REPORT OR TRE uIwaan!'TASKS OF THE
ROBRTHEERN FRﬂﬂT

The Ethiopian Peoples® Revolutionary Party
{EPRF), since its Iinception, was clear that oaly

" through the resolute persecution of peoples

armed violence will peoples' rxevolutionary
democratic power be set up., Hence, its armed
wing the ZBthiopian Peoples®' Revolutiondry Army.

The EPRP ds thus building simumltanceously both

armed and political forces,conéunt both armed

and political struggle, combat the countexr~
revoluti@naziev with propaganda, agitation and
organiyati@q_of the masses, closely combine the
revolutionary movements in the cities and count~
ryside with the latter as militarily strategic,
carry ont military offensive in different localil-
ties together with the popular mase uprisings in
the cities.

Assimilating Marx's teachings that “"The pri-
mary  ¢ondition for proletarian dictatorship is
a proletarian army. The working class must 1ibe*
rate itself om the battlefield,” the EPRP has'(“
formed the primary condition which will guarantee
peoples' democratic dictatorship. This force is
none other than its’peoples' army - the Ethiopian
Peoples® nevvlutinnary AYmY .

PRP is at present leading, as Stalin said,

L% the armed yevolution against the armed counter-
‘revolution™., Ia its armed actions, the EPRA always

relies on the masses, combing  political work

with armed force, and has thus gained stremngih

o -‘*ﬁwr- -w-'-*-wr-wm-n w@ tes s **wh*—i\pn LR *1wh¢'a g o
nultﬁplius with startling mability and flemibility
and aiways acts on a tacticali orfensive, being
everywhere but not being found nowhere, with

orderly scattering and concentration of forces. d
The essential character of the EPRA is that it is

. the organized armed force of the people, the oxga--

nizer, leader and mobilizer of the broad masses

~te fight the counter-revolution headed by Colonel
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Mengistu and Haile Fida,

EPRA conducts 2 long-term protracted war,
building up armed foxces, creating eronomic,
cultural, political and military bastions._ AS
ErRa destroys the spunter-revolutionary order i
it builds a new revolutionary order, carrying
out radical agrarian reforms, meeting .the basic
needs ©f the pecgle with the establishment of a
thrift economy, Fulfilling the war time demands
of the people on the basis of self-reiiance etC.a

i
The EPRA has many advantages over the counter- i

revointion led by Mengistiu and Haile Fida,

al EPRA conducts 2 just revolutionary war against

an apti-democratic and angipopular fascist an®

gcrial-Ffagcisc joint alliance, b} the people not

oniy support but participate in warious forms
ard methods against the fascist enemy, &) the

moral of EPRA and its mass base, the entire
people, is high wis & vis the enemy, d) EPRA
has é‘pmlitical command which is overwhélmingly J
sryerfﬁr +n the Mengistu-Haile connter-revelutio-
nary assortment, e) EPRP has genuine friends the
world over. .

The enemy is waging a counter~revolutionary
war. This makes the people spit their hatred at
it. The enemy is not monolithic, internal strife f
leading to periodic outbursts of self-annihilg-
tion'a law governing the character of the intéﬁ- 3
nal situation in the enemy camp. The moral of 7 W
the enemy is wvery low, the army is disintegrating
in BEritrea and in the areas where EPRA is opera- |
ting. 'The enemy has no popular support..The o
economy of the regime is in” shambles. Its forces
thin® out as they must be scattered all over the b
country in proportion to the developing people's
resistance. The enemy may be acgdainted with i
‘the country, pqxhags-.:it knows the terrain, Bnt,%

it still lacks the fﬁndnnental qﬁ&xantep of B
victory -popular mass support. It has large gquan-
tities of modern armament, well trained troops,

cohesive orgamizational structure, and all these

2

L Srans
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c:y§§n§d with high IEVé} propaganda.cig.spite.
of-ail these advantages, the EPRA'is winnin§ -
the masses in the arduous task to build a new

democratic state as a £i
- ret pr !
list revolutioen, 8 g R

AL the moment, the militar »
| v . ¥ phase of th
E;hiopiam national dewocratic revolution igethat
OL strategic defemsive and tactical offensive

with reveolutiomary Red Base areas, initial succe-

iﬁes neqessary to establish liberated territo-

t;es agd’a.ﬁmmanratiﬂ peoples power in the nope
“ern regioms. The follwing is a chronological

military report. ’ > A

R T O TR

Since 1874, the Ethiopian Peoples® -
lutionary Army has made political imﬁ&lv§::?ical
prﬂp@ratinns for armed struggle by cmnﬁuéfé#
a:med pPropaganda in the Tigrean fielﬁm Dugiﬁg
this period, oup army had to surmount cartaig
difficulties. YWhen operations began there were
a number of unfavourable factors:a) the parf ?
EPgP, was not declared, b) the Dergue ha& aéﬁéJ
med a demagogic posture mouthing out “socialism®
in woxrds, c) the real fascist features of the
:gling Jjunta was as yet not erposed, cansequ;nw

¥ the propaganda spread by the EPRA was B
tial;y_qlone to what the Dergue used to sa el
This difficalty served some forces, wh&axpigiteﬂ

“the similarity of our army's propaganda to the

Dergue’s s?cialism in words, to cast our army

a:nrfzzigna F:] §r:y thereby making the people
us and be aloof from us., Neverth .

: : s - eless

by tackling the timely problem of the people in

"the area {especially the poor peasant and oppre-

ssed people), for example, destroying robbers,

- brigands and roving bands, instituting popular

j:atice, judgiag cases, liguidating spies, enfore
cing respect for women's rights? a new type of
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irevolutionary amuy issued fta-.'br‘uni‘x:@ﬁq
the people; our army could win. the fall supp-—
ort and confidence of the wmasses. This army -
has 2cquired the experiences of a dewoeratic
style of work so that the people can rely and
develop; full confidence om it..

After the parky was declared; the struggle
woved a step highexr from armed propaganda to
armed struaggle to completely wipe out the false
propaganda spread around against ouxr army by
carrying oat the urgent and timely tasks of the
revolution based on the people’s needs and sen-
: *imania, Morecever, in crder to insure the con- U8

1ivuity of the revoluotionary struggle, Tellowing

the rewolutionmary political lipe of ouxr party, 1
affirmiﬁg pur proletarian party's leadexship of
the revciution, RPRA has accomplished gensrally
the following: wherever it operates profound
organizational work has been accorplished; poox
veasant asscociations, youth and womean associat-
ions have been set up. ximely directives have =
been issuved, Appropriate struggles to democras
tize the work stvlie of willage (kebele)} assoc-
riations have been Canducted, BPRA has functe
ioned as the arwed force for the implimentation
of a radical agrarian revolution with peasant
aggociations uwnder the control and leaﬂership
of poor perasants. Examples are to found in the
already accomlished agrarian ravolutianazy chan~
ges in Agane and Adwa districts. The process of ;
creating people’s combat militias is also under-
way. Economic self-reliance and building popular
authority have begun to prndnce usnful results,

military and ?olitical Actinns

January 1976+ ‘ ' : i
in & place called Sava zilte in Awlalo District,
the ‘government’s cugtoms center for the cellec~-
- tion ef tax on salt production that hrinqs wind-
fall gains to the enemy; EPRA's resolute siliharjﬁ
ogttﬁtiuu brought in the wake a) 16,900 JBtha oo
Dellar in cash, b) all the gunu iren the cnaaenaée
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~gns and different materials wexe found, exten~.
“iwe political education was given, extensive
mrgauimational work has been carried out, peasant,
zonal, vouth and women organizations wgre formed
~g carry out the security and adminstrative tasks
it self-organized power,

gLy 1276 - Enticho ; “,I,,
qand "in hand with the fraternal EPLF, our arwmy - gﬁ
son a great victocry by wiping out a militazry camp $}
nt mntiﬁho* in this engagement, nuch amnngiation !
nad other property werxe found., The red flag with
PRP insignia wavsd and fluttered in the hxegzﬂ i
for three days. Over 30 enemy soldiers were killed‘ﬂn

ol

imd ower 40 captured,

wmgust 1976

‘n the surrounding of Sero town, onr army inm co-
ypevation with the fraternal EPLF conducted gue-
~rji.la operations against militayy convoys tarxge-
red towards Eritrea to supply much needed mater-
ial to the war wesxy soldiers in Eritmrea. Not
splv conld the ambush prevent the convoy from
“ea;hing Eritrea (its destination} abundant mate-
+ig’ were also captured. Among them werd some
q14's and 2 large number of bazookas. Among the E
4 tanks involved in the fight, two were cwmpletelyfh
jestroyed. R
Aungust 1976 - Adigrat ; .
Juy army, hand in hand with the frat@xnal EPLF,
apt~red Adigrat during the night and liberated 3
medicine and different health eguipment without .
‘any difficulty. It liberated 30 typewiiters from
rwe 1Boxl sgooaddny school. ZLis i taspite of
the presence of owver 1000 army men and Flane

Bl S Il 2 ih
i ,.ﬁ»’,.‘, ToECet s . i

october 1876 vk L :
2} In Tembyet district at Imba Worki and Adigba .
sup-districts, our army ferreted ong_xad scizad V.
sumerous govermment spies, disarmed them and Y
gave them rigorous political education before
roi&asi’f~théﬁ,_and carried out o&gtall»anﬂ &

axtensive politjical education in the area.

s) seizing agalm the town 9f%$@y&gn {siace the

i

‘heavy damage to the enemy. Our army sustained
uﬁhﬁsﬂality.‘seginning in the morning, enemy .
J B (e : : S |

3 P » \
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iocal state organs and police stations were :
re-erected) . Our army redestryed the machinery \
of oppression in the area for the second time. '
To those police and goveranment civil servants
the army gave political education and let thewm
leave the district. Our army executed 2 traitors
from the so-called ‘peoplé&' organizing office".
{1 Ametican carbine and 2 pistols given to these
traitors by the Dergue in orddr to kill the
"anarchists® were captured. :
‘¢)} Using guerxilla tactics, .our army scattered
the Flame Brigade forces who were sent out to
recapture the town of Samren. Horeover, it cap-
tured materials such as numerous bullets, few
guns, hand grenades, uniforms and diffevrent
military eguipments. In this engagement, the num-
-poy of Plame Brigade casunalitied was not known
since helicopter aid reached the town and lifted
only Plame Brigadefcasualities leaving behind -
police bodies. & ' sajin major known to work foyr
the Dergue's security was burat to death when
the car he was riding was blown up. The sub- |
machine gun he held was found, In this battle,
two army trucks were burnt and one was badly |
damaged. One Landrover reached Mekele carrying
the dead and wounded. Later, prisoners (teachers
and workers) “held as EPHRP members were freed by
our army. Wounded and captured sov-called militia
were given back their weapons after political
education and warning not to join with the
enemy. Even their families condemned- them for
joining the ranks of the enemy. .
d) One major Flame Brigade force trying to enter
Assimba was undercut on reaching arcund Adi
Awllio sipce 1t ud: erngiged with a3 EPIA umit,
It sustained 15 deaths and 20 wounded and in
disarray went back to Adigrat. :

December 1976 -~ Gergelta District A
Flame Brigade forces attemted to launch a "suxr-
prise®” attack on our forces. Our army, with ...
dtermination, defended itself and brought under
its control strategic places after inflicting
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helicopters ferried the wounded and the dead
throughout the day. : -

BEGEMDIR aD!IHETEATiVE REGION

Julw 1976, EPRA started operating in Begemidir:
afﬁm'smizing a town called Adi Eslam in Tselemt'
district and smashing the local police, station ¥
and state appavatus, EPRA revealed its pressnce. ‘
Since <“hen, it has cuncentrated on armed propa<’
garda and cvonducted high level political agita-
ticw. it has defeated the falme propaganda of
the regime against the EPRA and defeated its
schemes desigmed to divide the army from the
peclie. The regime sent mercenaries oy “wodo
zeesteh® 3 times from district zomes far from
where EPRA is operating to bring the people into
coliision with their army. Nevertheless, our
armv carefully and paticatly avoided the blood-
ghed of the oppressed and released them after
giving them wide-rangiugipolitical education. To
those whose record of motriety is common know-
lgﬁga to the people, the EPRA expressing the
dﬁwire of the people &  .dispdrwed them; After
makinyg profound propaganda and foiling the
Deragues's plan, PPRA has been able to win the
vonfidence of the people. : ‘

Novewbar 1976
a) At May Tsamri District town! Our army seized

. LS

the town and destwyed the state organs. The police

and government spies havle been captured and g
their weapohs confiscated. EPRA gawe them politi= *
zal education {ox a fpll day and sent them home. .
During this time, EPRA burnt down one heavy

Army COBRVOY. . d L :
%) In RBas Dashen Area (or Ras Dejem according to
the people), the parks Chenki, Gimchis Sanka Ber,
were under our #rmy*s contyrol and all.the‘progeré
tier found in them were confiscated, Among the
sonfiscated materials, there were 27‘b£hncalnxs; ;i
spaies, blankets, etc... The tan;;sthﬂin'tha'aiéagf_
sho were frém Germany, United States and Austra~-
lia, were giwen political edncag&ﬁn-fox“tﬁrﬁh“ﬂl’““

igym‘and wore sent away. ot
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EPRP AND THE PROLETARIAT

#

NOTE: The following is the translation from
Rmharic of DEMOCRACIA, official organ of the
party, issued in December 1976 as Vol. 3, Ho. 12.

EPRP ARD THE PROLETARIAT

There are many sccoial truths which history
yzoveﬁgﬁéyﬂwidhuaﬁkgqmﬁ_ﬂu&?mﬂfor all., Of these
many truths, the one and the fundamental ons at
that, is that in every country, where exploited
classes znd oppressed peoples are found, genulne
jiberation. can be grasped only im a social revo-
ilution undexr proletarian leadership, in alliance
with the peasantry and with the co-operation of
other oppressed classes. In our era such a social
revolutlon in the economic, political and social
fields can, with revolutionary power, destroy ¥
age-old reactionary remnants, anti-developoant
and exploitative relations inerder to herald the
birth of a new order only by a Marxist-Leninist
Pa:tytarmed and built with the scientific and
most correct proletarian ideology. '

The Ethiagpian Peoples' Revolutionary Pariy
ig the organized, armed and fighting wvanguard
force, led by wargist-Leninist ideology, accep-
ting the social revolation of the proletariat’'s
decisive role to bring with peoples’ struggle
the liberatiom of itself, the peasantry and other
oppressed peoples to ascertain their joint dic-
tatorship.

Based on Marxist-Leninist principles it co-
ordinates the nation-wide struggle of the broad
masses., Since the party's existence i¥ ‘gonceived
and born in accordance with the country's objects-
jive process of struggle, the party, in all direc+
tions, endeavours to strengthen and forward this
struggle. For long, it has made numerous sacrifi-

~ ces in order to build a society free of exploita-

tion and oppression. At present and in the future,
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marching along with this proletarian line it 0
w11l struggle with determination. Proceedinag
from the ecomomic, political and sovial realil- t
rie= of Ethiopian society, it will provide cor« o7 =
rect leadership te the ongoing peoples® democ~
ratic revoiuntion and the up-coming govialist
revolution, Exploited classes, oppressed natio-
nal ties and peoples, degraded social gxoups, -
dll being confident on the party's leadership,
accepting its programme, putting im practice
its étmaqqiﬁ eartics and methods are conductiag "
bitter struggle to bring the inevitable peoples'— =
nre etarian vootory. EPRP fully and firmly

heliawes that the support for it stems frem the ﬁ%
sbicotive Sfacte, lts clarity of line and its e 8
moliticsl egsencs., ILs power and strengtll can T

he vmalized from its dependable and revelutio- i
nar- integration with the oppressed. Because
of éhi&, it dres not Aoubt even for a moment ’
that it will be wictoxiows, EPRP is without any i
exuggeration and withownt  any doubt a Marxist- )
Lerinist vanguard pro?etariag party. This is =~ !
one truth. 5 5 p

s+ ZEPRP clearly kmows that a social rewolution is
not a faily dinner preparation. It very well- . -

and crstands that strugele demands ups and downs

ané numercus preparations and is far fxom the

sweot dreams aand philosonhical h¥pothesés of ;
the palace revolutioharies. This it has learned it
from the universal principles of Marzisw-Lenin- ol
"{sm, the experience of the intermational prole-
tarian movement and from the ravolntiqﬁary truths
of the Ethiopian soclaety. It has learmed from A
{world) history and the history of the Ethiopian
pecples that co-ordinating and organizing the
nation-wide demdcratic struggle is not as easyaf
guiding a person who lost his way or &§ pointing
the Sun's rise and Sun's set. As learning by 4
struggle and from struggle is a principal charac-
ter of a proletarian party, EPRP is without dny
exaggeratign and without any doubt a Marxist-
Lenimist vanguard party. B, Tk :

Ethiopian-nocie%%'s;comykaz contradictions
can be resolved only through and with a scien-
fic analysis that is free from opportunism and
modern revisionism, which fights and exposes
these bourgeols and anti-proletarian desires;
and on the bazisg of this gelentific analvsis,
agitating the workers and the oppressed,. making
them politically conscious, wobilizing and ocrga-
nizing them? only with this, and this clione
wiil it be peossible to lead the rewvolution to
victory. In this too our party has been capableef
lﬁaﬁiﬁg*an& organizing workers, peasants and
pppressed social groups. But this does not make
it conceitad, nor does it create useless complaw
cency and sel¥-sotisfaction. It will not make
it exaggesrate the victories it bhas attained ovexr .
all sorts of anti-people forres. It does not
mzke it forget the mumerous anti-revoliationary
impediments it is Ffaring and is sure to face.

Ou the contrary, it creates adeguate methods of
struggle by contrasting and comparing the past
erperiences of the struggles. with the present .
one, It puts forward leading slogans to study
the present convyvyete economic, political and
social conditions, It correctly defines the :
revolutionary line after soberly estimating the
class alignments and the power balances and
aftex pafienily investigating the anti-people
and anti-reveintionary force’s essence and form.
Rlong with thig, it will struggle at all times
and to the fisish by alternating political and
armed, peaceful and illegal methods of struggle

i

‘for the yealization of a genuine peoples democ-

racy, for peace and progress and for a society
fully. free from exploitation and oppression,

© Wothing will prevent it from this stand,The

cries and threats, prisons and blind massacre
of the anti-people and anti-revolutionary forces;
the bloodletting by feudalists, imperialists
and fascists; none of these will preweat the

"

. party from itg rock firm stands. This is another
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Today, the revolution that is going on in
our country has reached a high and decisive
stage. Revolutionary and’ counter-revolutionary

frrees have stood ont with sharp (distinct) .
lires. The economic, pdﬁitical and social crxigh
have been despened, The dissatisfaction and it~
terness of the masses have been intensified, J
Phe viccorvies of the February revcoclution are o
trampled down. The life and death, and last b
ditch violence of the antl-revoluticnary forces W&
hms exceeded 1imitas The inhuman massacre carried =
gut ©n the peoples of the oppressed nationalits y%
ez specizally on the Exitrean peacéful masses i
has been intensified. A =ilent waf- is declared ¥
or. the Oromo pscples., With this or that pretext I
the oppresses of Bale, Sidamo and Arussi are gl
being hombarded., The barbaric crime s comuitted
against the proletaziat, peasantiy, intellsctuals
ard youth hay become the regime's profession. i
The soicetv's peace is covered with dust. But o
the revolutionary struggle, which burst ont in
Pebruary 1974 , overcomning numerous tests under
the woaguard leadsrship of the EPRP, is conti-
pu;ng to win still pew victories.,

'vnt_the present, the Mengistu Haile Mariam
and traitorous inteTMectuals' counter-revolution+
ary cligue, ﬂerymnt of the internatiomal WOBOP O~
}i: te, droaxs of nﬁ“%;"ﬁ democracy for good and to
Prown the man-eat fastisu; it conspires,; it orga-
nizes. At present, fewdal fall-outs and remnants
of history associated around the hoodlum assccia- i
tion called EDU, conspire to abort the revoluts. ;
ion. They organize and arm themselves to this :
effect. Intermational imperialism specially US
imperialism,and Israeli zionism, train anti-~
revolutionary forces, arm and finance them
thereby frantically running to pour cold water
‘on the mass struggle. They always remain:gwited
in their opposition to the oppressed people
resistance, : e N

b i§”$i£ in a'histoxiaal‘pnriod'ﬁhan thﬁﬂﬁﬁéﬁfﬂt*“
revolution is under mo circumstances im a position

- make the revolutlon victorious, the only
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to defeat the revolution, om the contraxy,

when the revolutiom is im a position not capab-
le, powerful and strong encugh to fotally smash
and destroy the counter~revolution once and for
all. In order to fill theée gap of this fluid sit-
otation, to create sufficient condition and to
and
only way open at present oz in the future is to
make the proletariat politically conscicus in
ordey to enable it to fFalfill its historical
mission, to agitats and organize itpand by aige
arming the anti-people forces . only to arm the
prml@tari&t itself, Along with this it is impe-
rative to strengthen in an prranized manner the
proletarian-peasant revolutionary alliance

an® to win fhe support asnd the participation of
the oppressed social grovps. It is a great obli--
gation, one that cannot be postponed for TOMOITOW. 1
to coordinate inm 8 Ccomuon programme the anti-
feudal, anti-imperialist, anti-bureavcratic
capitalist and anti-fascist democratic forces

and to rally them around a2 unnited front. This in
torn reguires the preparation and struggle of the
proletariat throvgh its wvanguard paxty and its .
own determined participation. Since EPRP is
without exaggeration and doubt a Marxist-Leninist
vanguara'prnlﬁtaxian party. it will not turn its
pack on this respomsibility.

« How does EPRP's integratioen-with the proleta-
riat, its capacity and adeguacy to organize and
jead in struggle the proletariat for its class
and the entire gociety's emancipation, the prole~
tariat's unwavering and full support to its vab-
guard party be expressed? How does oux party, .
with full confidemce, declare that its vanguard-
.#hip_ﬁqﬁt&agﬁﬁijht#tiﬁt? Why do we say that the
proletariat has accepted the vanguardship and
dership of our party? our answers ars clear

oo
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dever and nowhere has the proletariat aequiréd

the political and historical consciocusnesS which

will enable it to accowplish a2 social revolution .

by its own. The eccnomic struggle it conducts

to, improve its wslilbeing alone will mot enable
ity ox fhornugaquing class and social liberation,
Xh* proletarisl embraces the instrument of its
cleass struggles, the Marxist-Leninist ideocliogw,
from inteliecinals who betraved their previoews,
cléss and who rTezolutely rally for the rights
and lihertiss of the oppressed., Those who can
agitate, wmobilize and organize it are those pro-
gressive and forctunals social forces. Intellec~
tu:ls sgitate, wmobilize and organize the vrole-
tariat not iikesmprophet’s prophecy, not like =
scothssver s preaching, not like the commands

of a w;"_cmmm&mder. Agitation, mobilization amd
OYTanis ion sre aot theiwr chaxity which they
dispenss v;*vntnyyfﬁy. om the conatrary, in the

@

g lated and uwuified stxuggle for the prcletariat |

agoinst ths bourgeoisie, to win respect for the
Iife of the proletariat itself, its rights and
Tegal righkts, its economic interests; the intel-
lectovals, who concretize and analyse (concent-
race) itg struggle are the proletariat's objec-
tive life products who give back in a concentra-
ted form its’ censciﬁusness. The proletariat
puzhes its struggles forward by beiny mobilized
and agitated by these testédd {natural) knowledge

of its -conditions (Liferk.Inctheiwengmnezéipazty
toujrthat is formed by gemuinerintellectuals: sl

whe Bre the progressive leaders of the prolew
‘fariat, conscious and ravalntionary members of

'&1ftexaat sectioiis. of the population, prcgreasive'ﬁ
in ividuals vho are representatives of the oppre~

‘ssed ‘n¥Etichalities, the proletariat rainfercea"

its elaxityi ®¥ leads too. MRussia, China, Alba~-

giz and xoxea and all the other scﬂial%St and:
' ; ’cracias. this was .the path of th&ir

. the foture, it uill b@ ﬁons in thia-ﬁ{

ok : o r;

The wanguard party of the proletariat can
truely (earn the confidence of the proletariat
only when it is guided by the strategy and
tactics worked out on the basis of the Markist-
Leninist ideclogy free of ‘adulteration, when
the day to day struggle of the proletariat is
integrated {coordinated) with its long texm
obhjective in & manner that does not go counter
to its ideoclogy JyfxposE ”‘a“m stragqeii  oppor~
+uniom and revisionism, to gain and’ tast exper-
ience of strmggle muct be dcg chavacter., The
bpuilding of ics organizational structure and
WtLﬂmﬁ should be based on the principle" of
degderatic centralisz at one apdie¥ivne time,
it has te protect the rights of *‘w mpr*hws for
discuscsion and expressing thelir idenn. create
+ne conditions where nhe eiforts of its members’
are encouncaged end thal* experiences developed,
That tae party .is mass~based and is footed on
a brocad democratic foundation has heavy weighl.
The party has the unflagging responsibility to
make full and all-round preparations so that
preparation for struggle would not be oue wided.
To prowvide all-round support to the proie?a”iat'ﬁ
struggle for eccnomic rights and its struggle
for cocperaticon with the broad masses in the -
demneratic movement is the artery of its exis-
tence, To couperate with the world demccratic
forces and to learn fxom their experience
must be cne of its principal characters, & van—
guard party of the proleteriat is borm and
develops when it sides with the masses and pay-
ticipates together with them in their struggles.

" Only then can it become genuinely the vanguard
' of the proletariat.

: EPRP from.1itis iucepiiva 4l vhlasl is &
vanguard party of the proletariat. This is not

" a 'silly wish. Xt is an open iocret that it is

2 tzgted and pérified pyodurt i “he Februaxy
1974 pexple’; strugyle. We worlid dave ilked

e rTafate (ke hired-csolies [aooia’ 3»uﬂwruus‘
28 fascisi, ¥ao claim *u&* Ryay 3 XBZ A zrti
uf the ptaletariat hy refutinyg one by une thelrx

T (b ST TR SRR G O L (RS | UG TIE S JUER. .3 5.0 L G SR\ Y ==



‘«hem an@ as they conld deprive

32 ;
opportunist village theories and their isolated
snd out-of-gontext guotes which they use as
supportive argunements, thereby exposing thgmﬂﬁﬂl
as common charlatans. Thus, we shall be forced
only to show the cleax truths since the ongoing -~
struggle process has refuted their empty clamour,
That the Ethiopian Peoples' Revolutionary Paxrty
is @ proletarian party, because: ;
a~ it pelieves and is guided by the profoun&.
powey and correciness of Marzxism-Leninism, the
idecleogy of the proletariat; i b
pmits organizational buildiang and day to day
working style ir based on democratic principles;
c=its programme and its wethods of struggle
embraces the ciass needs of the proletaxiat; ;
d~pumerous class consciovus and deeply advanced
proletarians are its menbexs; :

e- it supports in both ideas and practige the
sroletariat®s economic and political intavests;
£~ it struggles to attain the liberation of the
proletariat and othex oppressed classes: and 3
nther evidepces of the concrete social struggles.

‘a genuine proletaxian'yarty always grows in
@ atrﬁqglﬁ against opportunist and revisionist
ineg, Its acguisition of powerxr and strength
stess when the political iine and the method of
styngoie 1t follows reflects the objective cond-~
‘tiaﬁ% and when it embraces the strugole of the
people, As genuine proletarian vanguard parties _
sypund the world comnld become mass~based parties
by taking filym gtand on opportunism snd revision~
ﬂsmi'whimh are the
clagsg #nd by exposing and stroggling against
+them of mass base,
EPREP too has beep crowned with victories im its
struggie against.gpportunism and rev;sxonism et‘
+the traitors: And above all, it has won vithﬁut
doubt the capability to be the proletarian wan="
guard party based on the above:ggqtioggd p%gfgtfr
reasonss. - Z » b5

g

f
l

l

footprints of the bovrgeonis A

2. The Profetaniat 1s Confident on the Vanguand-
ship of EPRP

It is common knowledge that the{organizat¢ s
ion's principles alone do not prove the popular
character of any political organization. As
much weight as clarity in political line and
strength in ideology have, the corfidence of
the masses on the leadership of the pariy has
equal value and plays a big role. As correct
party building and strvggle enables the party
to attradt the masses, wnify and lead them, SO
alﬁbkthewfull support of the masxses, theirxr con-
fidénce on the party's programme in turn proves
the corrgctmess of the party. It will also serve
as evidenrce'to the undoubted acceptibility of
the party by the masggs.

That EPRP authentitates its being accepted
and supported by the proletariat is,above all,
not only when what it strongly advocates and
struggles for, that is, peoples' cemocratic
rights, “are released and recognized. Along the
fight with this basic and timely questions, the
contribution of numerous proletarians, who resc
lutely rally inside the party and batween party
organizations is énough evidence by itzelf,

That we say the proletariat beliieves in the
vangunardship of the preoletariat is because:

a~ many proletarians, with convage and responsi-
bility,participate in the party's tacks;

b~ many proletarians exist as members within

the party organizations;
c-numerous proletarians, accepting with full

‘heart the party's programme, are ri#llying under

ite bannersy
d- in different demonstratious and occasions,
they have struggled accepting the party's slogans

‘- €.g9. September 12, May Day. Land Decree Demons-

- trations, Urban Land Surplus House NWationalizatw
~ ion Demonstrations, etc... are evidences for the
~yxnlatariat'a high sentiments. and warm struggle

spirit);

e~ the fact that the number of those killed with
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| gulleta while holding the parxty’s banner by the
[ fascists is wany (Air Lines, Awash, Assebe
Teferi, Akaki, «i¢ massacres,.)

' %ccayﬁing EPRP'z programme, becoming members

in its orgamizations with their aims as its owa

with their goals ag ite own, with their lines f

g 1tds own, with thelr struggle as its owni many
proletarians have paild in the price for tﬁi; S 1

| : hginq fired, Leaving thm1r wives anpd ehilﬁf;ﬁ.y
they have been left suffering im dazk in piisémq
fhay have beern thrown out for the mWroy of iﬁ& 18

hawk and hyana, When we see and ebaéxvm’ﬂthia«'

mja‘ﬁ proletarians expressing their loyalty to

fgeir party by poying the price incliudizng theis
. {mvesgtm the naive fagcists, who yawn while per-
| iu;?fng'womﬁers as killers that ﬁhéir vearning |
q “ustil the proletarian party(?7) iz formed¥; #;‘w
, s?y that it ds illusory as the szscond comiang oé

Christ. The proletarians with ever incxﬁaéiﬂg

4uuabﬁ£ and with too wivid spirit of strugqlé
:?2 aliﬁméydfiqhting for their party. They will
trunggle and n e . ' .
S Zhalz winljder thelir party's leadership, t

3. The “Grazianni” Mengistu's and the Social-

Faseiafta? Apnfi~-Proletanian Violenee

e The oppressed peoples of Ethiogia desire

E liberation, pecople's democracy and peac@. The

) J power which usurped the fruits of struggle of

_the broad masses is antagonistic to the pegple’s.

.Jg?sire. It has preffeved slavery inm placéﬁéf N
Jlmbaratiou, iron hand oppression'in place of

”1§gopla$s demotracy, reactionary war 4in place

el peace. it cannct satisfy the demands of ‘he

?gxaletaziat, the peaszutry and oppr@ssad.sncial‘“‘

© groups since it iz a regime of the imprrialists

s gad %uz&agggatic_hcnzgeuisie orgmnizwﬂ‘vi&m<é‘
ngy}face.mﬁﬁe truth will not wanish from ”;ﬁé
with xhﬁénr@gime*s declaring a I Gk

sproclamstions to prove that i pod £ai

 ration and the WF .+ using meabingless
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such as goodwilil and good sentiments which have
ngplace and value in class struggle., This will
not change, in any way, the funﬂamaptal contra-
diction between the state and the people. The
contradiction between the state and the people
ig tilted to the gquestion of state power, which
iz the key to class struggle, Unless the proleta-
riat, pazsant, oppressed social groups build
their democratic dictatorship; liberatiocn, dewnns -
racy, peace and bread will not exist,

There i no social group which has not baen
prowbked by the Mengistu Halile Mariam and traitor-
ous inteilectuals® joint regime., There is no
stone it har left mnturned to hanyg the peasant
with bureaucratic aocose, to Tell the uwrban pebtity-
pourgeoisie with the bharrel of a gun, to silence °
naticnalities with hombs and reactionaxy wars.
With teachers, students, women and opprassed
soldiers it has developed antagonisc relationship
and is stained with blood. Whensver the rewvolution
pushes forward and increases in depth and as the
broad masses get drawn into +he struggle with
courage, determination and new  1ife and death :
spirit, the guestion of the struggle of the pro-«
1mtariat has become the biggest problem csusing
restlessness and anxiety to the infantile =
fascist regime, which like a desperate blind
cat know here to enter and where to nake the
exit.Iindeed the fatal disease that will kill~
this bloody gang is the proletariat,

“of 211 sections of the society, it is the

proletariat which secks democracy and consistent-
1y fights for it. It struggles for an andeformed,
unwavering, genuine people's democyacy to the
end; since democracy is The pasis of building

the cooperatiom, alliance and organization of
the oppressed classes with the proletariat.

The Ethiopiesn proletariat did not shirk from
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this universal law of revolution, To stxeugghen
ite alliance with the peasantyy and, nndex_the
*anner of demccracy and socialism, together

with the oppreszed nationalities and peoples,

in the ztruggle for land, freedom, egquality,

and peace, to associate in unity ‘and struggle,
the proletariat seeks democracy.Democracy is
obtained by search as a buried diamond
{pearl} to bs mined., Since it sprimgs from ihe
society's ecomomic, poiitical and social deves
Ioprent laws, it will follow these laws (o fan
the siruggle., Contrarywise, fascists and social-
fascists strugglie wery hard to narrow thﬁ base
of democcracy, €0 gayg the mouths of the oppressed
peoples and arrest their hands.

The fascists and social-fascists wish to
srreangther and build an isolated beauty of
democracy from above down to deceive the people
and protezckt their interests and control thHe
puopi@ﬁa This is the "holy™ task of the trai-
torous intsllectuals, who flocked from all
places {could it be the excodus?) in the name
&7 the "urganizaing pffice™, Although they
roam in factories and industyrial compounds to
kick off a cvampaign of deception in the wain
hope of developing a base by hunting down
conscious leaders of the proletaviat, jailing
killing ihem, it has been sometimne since thedr
efforts have become a pipedream,

Phe cruel massacrg that the j@int reqim& ol
Grazianni and banda intellectnals® “committed
aga&nxt the proletarians in Assebe tafnri,
ash, Akeki and other places e
isting contradiction between :
“."-letaxiat. aftex sgptenﬁﬂr 976,

P
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ians who are displaced from their places of
workiwent into hiding to avoid the fascist
regime®s hateful murder, whe are thrown into
prison darkness, who are killed, are live eivi-
dences to show the contradiction between the
regime and the proletariat.

The prolstariat's ruggle for organizatics
is part and parcel of x*s strugglie for dempo-~
tacy. Drganizations, which have legal existence,
have bhecome Jay . night ‘increasingly contro-
llecd by the regime's bureaucracy and are assum-
ing other orgenizational forms and are taking
other prganizational directions. Organizaing in

ciandeptinity is continuing. Khe anti-proletaw
riamn ﬁrgnmimatiunal building of the traitorous
intellectuals from above to below is being
eroded day after day by the proletariatie
organizztional buildiag -from below up. The
agti-denmocratic and anti-prolietarian campalgn
of the traitorous intellectuals is being pushed
aside by the proletariat®'s conscious and popular
campaign., .

(L...wv“

-

Since EPRP is the vanguard party of the |
proletariat, it struggles with resolve for the
proletariat's fundamental demands, For the
proletralat's democracy, for the proletarist's
organization, for the organizational unity, for
the proletariat’s gconomic and political rights,
it will struggle more than anybody else, It
will continue to fight and the proletariat
is getting around the party after assessing
the genuine nature of EPHP.

The bitter struggle that is going on at
present has been forced to change its course
and face on account of the DUCE fascist Mengistu
anti-people vioclence. The violence of the
fascists haqkﬁnsed the peaceful political strug-
gle to change to armed struggle., EPRP and the
proletariat will never retreat. The time demands
strengtheniné clandestine otganizations, creat-

-
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iny unified struggle, arming the people and
corvducting armed stixuggle. The proletariat
and BP¥P? arye ready Ffor this. With this they
wiil achieve wictory.

EPRP AWD THE PROLETARIAT ARE YISH
- AND WRTER]

"EFRP AND OPPRESSED MASSES ARE FISH
AND WATER]

EPRP WILL WIN THE BROAD MASSESI!

+ + + - 4

MAN MADS FAMINE THREATENS THE URBAN PEOPLIS
OF ETEIOPIA

The civilized world was shocked four years
ago by the mews of the greatest Ianine in Ethio-
pic's history which claiwmed the lives of five
hhp?r&ﬁ thousand peasants. The cunuing regime
offfcile: Selazsie put news blackouts on the famine
affocted regions by preventing foreign correspon-
dents from visiting the affected areas. Tae
new: of the famine was first exposed by EBthiopian
stiudents at home and abreoad who were instxument
al in convincing J.Dimbleby, a British journa-
list whose films of the fawmine affected areas
shoocked the civilized world., :

What was Haile Selassie’s regime ﬂaing then?
He was vhxm@wasbinq the streets of Addis Abeba,
decorating them with neon lights and lavishly
antertaining Afriran Heads of States for the
Tenth nnnivarsary of the the fuunﬂinq of the
°-A¢“m i Bt

The BEME staty is being repmatsd ig xthiﬂyia
g

today: The present military dictatorsi
nﬁnx',ﬁqgﬁuax riding over the back
ger inst the autawrat&v\ g

& , '_“
it, is creating another kind of famine in
Ethjopia. It is often said history repeats

itself, but on a different lev?lw

i Honest and democratic Ethiopians exposed
the autocratic regime of Haile Selassie for.
mase death of poor peasants not because of
drought alone but primarily because of feuda-
iism, which did not see profit in transporting
food from other regiows to famine affeceted
areas. In the great famine of four-ypars agd,
in the drought areas, not a single landlord
died of hunger. On the contraxy, they made
fabulous profits by trading in foodstuff as
their mentors in the big cities controlled
the grain market, and manipulated prices,

in fact, Haile Selassie’s regime exported -
grain and other foodstuifs to foreign counizies,
including foodstuff donated by friendly people
all over the world in order to get foreign
axchange for its luxurious life styles.

The preseat military regime is repeating.
the same thing. It fleeces the Ethiopian pecples
and begs foreign governments for wmoney i _rﬂex
to purchase arms Lo violently suppress the |
broad masses of the Ethiopian peoples, and
conduct its genccidal war inm Eritrea and the
COromo: and other nationalities.. The fagcist
junta accused EPRP of *stopping the rain™ imn
some parts of the country and thus brought
abourt famine just as the European baurqeoisie
used to accuse European communists for causing
sea storms in the West Indies in the nineteenth
century.In September 1976 the junta accused
EPRP in a lengthy satement for crops not being
harvested in time; for rusting farm tractors,
for lnwering industrial production; in short
for all the economic ills of the country. It -
even claimed that because of"EPRP's economic
and other sabotages“the country lost about 80
uillion Eth. doflars.If the party could bring
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aboyt such huge loss; then, who is reﬁi}y rul
ing %he country? Mengistu or EPRP? :

It is, of course, true that the party
enjoys wide popular support and sympathy Iron
the labouring masses of Ethiopia. But what ax
the causes of the present famine, which threa
tens not only the peasantry in some parts of
the countyry, but also, for the first fime,
affecting pecole in the cities,

Haroid Jackoon, an English journaliist
writing foxr the ardian® tries to give soms
of the reasons behind the present famine whic
threatens' the urban working pecples of Ethiop
who number about 3 milliion. ¥He mentions three
factors, namely i-ecopnomie miﬁm&naqemenﬁ by 1
4unta, <~ Gisorganization of the trafisport
system, 3» and the failure of state farms.
Fat, these are not the basic factors behind t
- present state of affairs in Ethiopia.

altkongh the lardless and the land poor
peagants in all parts of the couptry Iorced
the junta to issue a land reform decree, at
isast on paper, tbe military junta did mot pe
mit the peasants in the morth to take over la
because of the ¢ollusion of the regime with
traditional feudal barons and large priests.
-Thus, whatever fertile land there is in the
.ngrt%wvit i still is the hands of landlords.

 In_the south, peasant farmers are still
witholding grain from the market orxr demanding
higher prices, A guintal (100 kilos) of teff
{a staple food) which used to cost 35 Eth. dol
lars in 1975 now gosts 70 Eth. dollarg if it
can be found én the market. The big grain mer
chants who are protected by the Derg hoard
grain; but supply the armed forces at reduced
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of the cities by maniprlating grain prices. But
why are the peasants withholding grain or wait
for the prices to risel p

Light industrial products needed by the
peasantry are either simply not on the market
or their prices are beyond the purchasing capa-
city of the poor peasants. Inflation has increa-
sed by 100% in the last two years during the
terro,rist rule of the Derg. So, negegsities
like matches, salt, blankeis, sugar, coffee (it
jg iromical that in the native country of coffee,
coffee price increased by 300% in one vear:),
khaki, cotton, linen, soap, €tC... bhecame too
expensive for the peasants. A person, a Ffaw
months ago, had the chance to.chat with some
peasants in the sounthern part of the country.
fHie asked the peasants why they* withholding
grain. The peasants replied unanimously, in
order to buy a cheap blanket they have to sell
one fifth of their total produce. They said that
they might as well barter their grain fox hand-
woven shamma produced by primitive methods. :
When asked about salt; they replied that they
would rather £i1l their stomach with food with-
put salt rather than buy salt and nothing else
to eat with, These are some of the methods with
which the peasantry in the countryside is over-
coming the dire negessities of daily life. The
fascist regime resorts to mass murder of peasants
accusing them of “sabotaging the economy" and of
*"heing in league with ‘anarchists'", meaning
EPRP., Owver 4000 Guii Oromoc peasants were massac-
red in late 1975 alone. : i

Why has industrial produce of daily necessi-
ties gradoally disappeared or too expensive to
buy? The anti-people terrorist regime, under the
pretext of its so-called "nationalization of
industries®, appointed the former owners of the
firme as menagers, These managers cm\ttl_ud*
maltreat workers, thanks to the support the
mapagers get from the junta. The managers are
not only meltreating workers but are actually
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sabotaging industrial production. Industrial
prodaction declined, machines break down, no.
spsre partis are imported and mno repairs done,

To svercome industrial sabotage by the junta's
marnagers, workers in several factories establi-
shed workers® committoes inorder to protect machi-
ne and ensure production by their own initiatives.
What was the response of the junta? Loyal to its
stooge: and bureancrats, the junta ecracked down
on ihe worwers nnder the pretext of enforcing
larour discipline. Tt killed several workers and
di- misred others accusing them of being duped
by "anarchists’®™ meaning EPRP.

on Way Day demonstration 1976, workers carried
plecards and bannexrs saying “onr salaxy is 30
dol lars per month, but teff is 60 deollars per
gquintal for one month for an average family of
fiva"; "We cannot live on this salaryl®; “Pix
a minizum wage'!"; "Institute price controll™;
an® many other slogans, What was the response
of the Derxrg® Several of the demonstrators were
shot dead and several others wounded! Why? Bec-
apce the terrorist junta accused the workers
of being duped by "anarchists™ and being sywpa-
thetic. to EPRP. It was of course true that the
workers proudly carried slogans of EPRP and
shouted "EPRP is our partyi® The military Jjunta
was stunned by the support the heroic Ethiopian
working class gave to EPRP.

Btate farms prodéced less because agricultural
workers could not live on the miserable wages
they are paid. Instead, they preffered to go and
+411 the 1-nd and at least ensure theair dally
bread. . The wage of all civil and industrial
workers is frosen for the last three years while
inflation inceased by 100% in the last two
years alome. Only the scldiers of the Nebelbal
special brigade get their pay increased. A caéa
in point is Mengistu Haile Mariam himself, the
“revolutionary socialist™, who promcted himself
to Lte colonel last November. s 3
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Just as Haile Selassie was decorating the
streets of Addis Abeba amidst, the great famine
four years, the new déictatoxr in Addis Rbeba,
Mengistu, is also invitinsg selected journalists
and visitors from socialist and othex prganizate-
ions for pre-arranged tours to advertise his
sa-called "Ethicpian Socialism® while pecple are
starving to death in the streets of Addis Abeba.

b b2 o

TORTUEE IN JUNTA'S PRISON CELLS

pollitical prisoners made te eat tLheir
own {leshi An eye witness account

Human and democratic rights violations in
Ethiopia defy description. Premises are searched,
properties are seized, innocent people are AvYres-
ted, children less than 15 years of age are
executed -~ all this happens without any atﬁumpt
at judicial recourse. Arbitrary arrest has become
normal., To be detained has become tantamnount to
give oneself to known assassins and executioners.

Prison conditions are appalling. They arxe
ovrecowded., They.are not even fit for animals.
A horse stable is cleaner tham an Ethiopian
prison. Prison conditions create the factors for
either a spiritual collapse and/oxr physical
liguidation of the »risoner.

The military junta claims those arvested
are "criminals®. Noihgay is further from Che
truth., A4l Ethiopian prisons are filled with
political prisoners. In fact the regime suffers
from lack of prisom sc much so it has found it
a big priority gquestiom to build concentration
camps in remote areas of the country. The only
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a reign of terror rule a normal way of life for
the people. s i iy

. The Mengistu and Baile cligue introduces its
executions and bestial killimgs with songs of
joy and happiness. The extent of the sadism of
the little colonels and their "intellecteal™
mentors iz boundless.,

AL present, aithnugh the exact number of poli-
tical prisomners is unknown, the estimate is wall
over 104000, The increasing number of concentra-
tion caups provides a clue to the inordinate
number 6f political prisoners. The bestial
“science™ of torture is duly pracviised on suge
pected EPET memberr to extract information from
them. The foreign coumittee of our party has
just secured a short report about the practices
of torture in Ethiopia. Here are some excerpts
from the report:

A, GENEBRAL:

Searching houses without warrant to look for
a suspect, and if they do not find the parson
- they (the torturers) are lookigfor, to torture .
his familys; to kidnap people Su the way to thedir
place of woxk or on their Private business; to
wurder them after taking them from their place
of work; and to burn their bodies, these have
become a daily companion of Ethiopians,

The fascist regime has prepared concentrate
ion camps in known arid deserts of Ethiopia. 811
existing prisons are filled with people whom the
regime thinks are its opponents. Those in pri-
son are secretly taken out for investigation and
after that their whereabouts becomes a mystery.
In general in the prisons, the torture extends
from interrogation to the ggolestation of sexual
organs {presuming that prisoners are not killed).
Those suspected of being EPRP members or Eympa~—
thisers are made to suffer mwore. To alleged
EPRP members the torture extends From flogging
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to cutting a part of th i b
forcing him to eat it prisoners’ flesh and

-

Prisoners are sub4 ‘
jected to daily floggin
tz:gings, fheuqs bs after putting &§ballqgns§ée
Lo Pulfgtggmazdﬁhzﬂging them upside down naked
' '® naked on a bed of cuttimg »
gzggLﬁﬁ zr granular sand after ‘ﬁYinggthzgi
s and feet with rope ( on that

walki o ‘ t which ews
walking on good shoes br * even

: e e rings discomfort. !
After pulling thew in rounds (like i:r"}

il W & Bussia;
Roullette) the torturer submevrges them inf:Siam
f e

ice cold water. is aot only |
i e tﬂif: mIt i%%fu# only that. In & :f?t
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flog and beat the soles of the feet, to pit the
forehead against the wall and press the sexual
OYgAans ;

~-After tying hands in front, raising the knees
to pass through the fastened hands, inserting a
stick through the joints of the hand and foot
and pverturning the body on a table to flog the
gole, to cowver the eyes, to insert a dirty ball
of cloth in the mouths f

-prisomners after torture remain with sores from
flogging, burms and bone fractures; ‘

~with an irom-fist nicknamed “"make hiwm confess”,
to constantly hammeyr at the fianger nails and
repeat the process until the fingers swell and
the nails decay and then to bend them backwards
and to break them;

~-to flog by standing the body on the fingers; °
-to place an irgm rod on the toes and to ‘hammex
them on the floor; :

-to dislocate the hands and to flog any part of
the body, to shave off the head and beat it;
-=to leave a prison in-a cold room, to feed one’s
own flesh, to ingert hot iron-rod in the rectumg
-ty feign one's execution; :
~to debate loudly with the intention of making
others overheareshould one's eyes be covered

ox not; 4

-t torture psychologically by saving a friend
has spoken, the incdriminating paper has been
found, etCeasd

~to burm the body using electric power. AS we
know, cruel tortures are meted out to those who
are takem to a section called N0, 7. After tor-
ture in NO. %, the prisomer is not returned to
his cells

-to make prisoners run and to make others over-
hear the march. i

We thus see that the colonels and banda inte~
llectuals indulge in brutal physical and psycho~
logical torture, combining barbaric and modern
techniques of torture. These fascists subject
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political prisoneys to severe beatings, sustained
fiogging “rom the sple to the shaved head, ext-
raction of finger mails, crushing and breaking
fingers, electric shock to 59{&“; OYOans, thrug-
ting het irom rod in the annus ¢ rectum, mock
executions, raping women political prisoners,
threats or actpal rapes of a prismner?s wife

ard children, etc... The barbaric cruelty of the
regine iz as grotesgue as reprehensiblel

. The practice of torture in Ethiopia now is
wvery widespread. The peoples of Ethiopia oppose
the brutal military junta and this means wirt-—
uezlly the entire peoples of Ethiopia are liable
to face all sorts of harrasement Erom the junta.
pPacsisw rules by the law of the 4ungle. It has
absolutely no popular base. It imua desperate
emergency regime. That iz why in its desperation
it is bound ito make torture and smxecution its
normal way of rale:. But the empire of torture
and execntion bears the germs of its owd destruc~
tion. This logic, if illusive to the tortures
regime, is clear to the masses. The people know
the junta has no futuwre and that like all react~

jonaries will roll down to its graves before longl

+ 4+ 0+ * i

A TRIBUIE TO COMRADE TESFAY DEBESSAY R T
{mmmd.frumﬁnathummm) :

_studied thenlogy and got his B.A. He then switéhed to pmﬁﬂy“G

lozophy in the sauelmﬂsexniny.Iﬁsnﬁdnqmulhd*tha‘hhﬂimd
scope of “the phi: cal studies he started to look for
wrhmr eonross For vefevemces and te Yoot for 2 certain
field in phel that 18 Woch relaved To The praccecal
menld4e  @hen he peome to concentyate on praceatiem R
mmmﬁmﬂuiﬁhggamnuiultdﬁht&nADﬂzmﬁhmrtmn:kmmﬂng o

ministry of information in the nmmmmﬁz&@mmmmmngaae
. ch e

fﬁwwfw’*wﬁﬁﬂ¥FWﬁkﬁﬂmml

thoroughly would deepen his knowledge

49 iy

COMMENTARY
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PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM: THE HERITAGE
THE < REVISIONISTS ~FAVE LONG RENOUNCED
By Mwlu Megersa T

«There is one, and oily omne, kind of real
inteanationalism; and that is wonking whole-
heantedly foa the development of Lhe rnevolu-
tionary movement and the nevelutionary siruggle’
in ore's own country, and supporting {(“by pro-
paganda, sympafhy, and matesdial aid®) this
strugaole, this, and only this, Line 4in

»

every couniny without exception,”™
LENIN

Eversince Soviet Russia bridged the alliiance
petween the first soclalist state on the globe
with the anti-imperialist revolutionayy moveme-
nte of the peoples in the colonies andl dependant
countries; not & single people’s ravolutiﬁn,;
except the Cuban reyoluticn, not even a singie
national movement, has ever been waged without
the support of socialist states. However, we
are todsvy witnessing guite a different situation
ir Ethiopia., The Ethiopian peoples' revolution
has not only been deprived of such support.
Beyond that, it is cuorrently being opposed and
sabotaged by modern revisionism.

In spib#bf revisionist obstructiomn, thanks
to the correct and courageous leadership of
EPRP, the rewolution is gtill advancing, growing
in leaps and bounds and engulfing wave upon

. wave millions of oppressed people lending proof
‘to the central truth: revolution is not the

exclusive monopoly of few "gsocialist™ countries,
“pevolution®, says Comrade Le Duan “is the work
of the masses." On the other hand, the fascist -
regime, which is renderxed goral and material
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suppoxt by revisionism, is getting evermwore
‘goiated, ever wmore resisted with arwms by th%\
HABEES, e@Vermorse losing political as well as
2ilftary battles; therefore becoming evermcre
4espeyate that 1t resorts to committing untold
~rises against the pecple.

since the February 3rd coup of this yeaX,
/ich hrought the ahsolnte and antocratic
+~al: of Colonel Mengistu and the social-fasc-
iets, wmodexn revisionism has come into an
anholly ailiance with the blod-thirsty fascist
-egimé and are waging propaganda campaign ¢
aga-nst Ouy party. As 1f¥ diplomatic povertures
sou. 4 bring support to the bloocdy fascist
e . me,; & ragime that kills hundreds every .
lay . delegations after delegations frow the
revisicnist countries hawve been flocking to
ada‘s nbeba and pledged suppori to the reginme.
and¢ Finallv, Fidel Castro paid a state visit
Lo “gocialist® vthiopia, where his ride from
«he airpori to the palace had to be camonflagsd,
e exposing the extreme isolation of the
fas:ists he came to lend support to.

The support modern revisionism renders to
+he vegime in Ethiopia is not just moral BOX
po’ ‘tical. The Soviet Union has now staxrted
arws shipsent to the regime, that include tanks.,
anti-aircraft gun#, helocopters and trucks.
The conmander of cuban tyoops iIn Angola is
said to have visited gritrea; and 250 Cuban
gpidiers hove al ready arrived im Ethiopia.
Al1l this official'political‘anﬂ military backing
had been preceded by propaganda support by °
this or that ssprrespondent® writing on leading

RBast BEavopean party organs and govarn@ent papers.

nﬁé preaune, as a matter of caursa;?hat the
foreign policy of a communist party or &

socialist state should be based on the prine

ciple of proletariap ijnternationalism upholding g
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the undying Marxist-Leninits motto "Workers
and Oppressed peoples of A1l Countries, Onitel®™
Modern revisionism, however o is doidg the oppo-
site. The kernel of the foreign policy of the
revisionists is paged NOT on the primciple of
proletarian internatiopalisgm, oY & correct

and scientific assessment of a given gituation
with a wiew of lending active support to the
proletarian element. wevertheless, it aa&hamﬁﬁ
an a revisjoulst pmlicquﬁmﬁﬂwﬁﬂmﬁwﬁjzvmgari@g
of cxpediency and RArIcw catealztion of state
snterest and political control even at the
expense of the suppression of the revolutionary
graletarian'msvemant»v Tn the semi~feudal and
neo-colonial rountries,the revisionists' policy
aims at attemtpis to "explioit® the NON-ANTAGC -
UTSTIC or ewen TempoRoiy contradiction certain
regimes, which subscribe to »national socialism”
or "Arab Socialisu®,; have with this or that
imperialist powar in general anrd U8 imperialism
in particulzar, Po realize this scheme, the
reviginnsts put pressure o the proletarian
vangrard to colliaborate with the local class
enasmy of the worker-psasant masses mnamely the
bursaucratic-compradox bourgeoisie, which
according to the revigionsts® wrapped logic, is
said to have wcontradiction® of some sort with
imperialism,The revisionist strateqy then
hecomes "to bring the -bureaucratic bourgeoisie
+to the side of the revolution® im a trxade off
against the real politigowmilitary preparation
and mobilization of the broad masses.

The experience of Bgypt is too fresh for Bthio-
pian revolutionaries to fall prey to this revi-
sionist hogwash,. That is why EPRP is adamant
and‘relentlesé in its fight against modern
reyisionism, ¢

The revisionists axre giwing all moral, poli-
tical and material support to the bloovd~thirsty
fascist regime., They are also conducting a propa-
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ganda campaign against our party. They are
pressurising neighbouring countries not to give
suppoxrt to eilther our party or. the Eritrean
Liberations Fronts. And they arxe suppressing
pro-EFRP BEthicpian students who are studying

in their own respective cpuntries. This is not
only & shameful repunciation of the principles
of proletarian jntermationalism; but also
counter-revolution pure and simple. Giving moral,
poiitical and material support to a blood-thix~
sty fascist regime, which is TOATALLY opposed
and resisted by the mMasses, and opeaning propa-
ganda atitacks AGAINST our party cannot be des-
cribed as anything but counter-revolution.

" gpaP is an ardent. enemy of revisionism and

champions proletarian internationalism. Today,
revisonism i= directly involved imn the counntex-—
revolutionary plot hatched up by £ascisis and
sorial-fascists against the Ethiopian revolution
which is led by our party. Therefore, &8 a '
geanuine vanguard of the proletariat and broad
@masses and shouldevring the weightiest respon-
gibility thereof, it.is our revolutionary duty
to say with Lenin, "... the fight against impe-
rialism is a sham and humbug unless it is inse—
pe-ably. bound up with the fight against opportu-
nism," '

What is proletaxian intexnatienalism? What
sbomld the duty of socialist states and commus
nist parties be towards the national democratic
revolutions, national 1iberations and national
mevements in the colonies and backward count-
tries? How should internationalism be expressed?
What is the consistently Marxist-Leninist posi-<
tion on this fundamental issue? As Lenin said,
internationalism Ccan only be expressed by deve-
loping the vevolutionary struggle in one's own
country, aond by rendering active support to the
struggle of the socialist proletariat in the
advanced capitalist countries, natiomal democ-
ratic revolutions led by the proletariat and its
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communist party im the meo-colonies, national
liberations directed against cdionialism and
genuine national movements divected against
national oppression. There is a dialectical =
relationship between the struggle of the prole-
tariat in the advanced capitalist countries for
socizlism and the natdonal democratic revoluti-
ons in the semimawloniea and backward countries
cr the one hand, and that of the colonies and
oppregse? nations for self-determination and
independsnce on the othexr in. the world-wide
strugdle against imperialism. Howevery, as a
matter of emphasis, Lenin Leachs us that the
imperialist chain on the worid scale nas its
gtrongest and weakest iinks. The ideological,
cconpnic and matexial stronghold of imperialiswm,
che advanced capitalist world, represents the
strongest links wiiile the coloniss, semi-colg=-"
niecs or neo-cclonies represent rhe weakest
1inks. Weakening and defeating imperialism in
+he colonies and semi-colonies with revelutionary
struggles fully suppoxrted by the proleteriat]

of the advanced capitalist countzies and the
epcialist states constitute the primcipal rearx
of socialism on & world scale which will have
dirnet effects in the capitalist countries. As
Stalin says, "iThe colonial countries constitute
the principal resr of imperialism, The revolu~
tionisation of this rear is bound to undermine
impsrialism not only in the sense that impexial-~
ism will be deprived of its reayr, but also in
the sense that the revolutionisation of the ;
Bast is bound to give powerful imwpulse to the i
intensification of the tevolutionary crisis in
the West.” Therefore, active support to the
national democratic revolutions led by their
proletarian parties and the national liberations

- together with the support rendered to the

socialist proletariat of the West constitute
+he kernel 6f proletarian onternationalisms In

the semi-colnies and backward countries the

A
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attitude of Marzists shounld be to pay spﬂpial
sttsntion to proletarian (communiat) elegentz
and give tThem support so as ta‘h?lp tlienm 1ga‘
chelir revolutionj or ASSURE their independ-
lenr 2, soversignity ané_democza?ic x;ghta'ta

10 propaganda and organizational work ammngt
~he masses undex conditions when they are =2
she! - embryonic stage. Giv%ng suppord tg thﬁﬁ
snti ~imperialist struggle in general a? 4pa§ 2
iag A special ewphasis to the cnﬁmunis% nga e
shou1d constitute the basis of the fuyﬁignw .
solicy of socialist states and mumfﬁnisi Fafw
cjes. To this effect, Lenin says, 3hbwLﬂ%Mi&q
aist Intermational mudl enten into a xamwﬁ&g,i
BL. amce with boungevis demochacy 4 the colo
wia! and backwand coundiiiesd, butl é&{&&%mgzggg
HERCT with it SHOULD UNDER ALL ClﬂiﬁﬁkﬂfAQZAﬁ
upheid the the independence of ﬁhi Pﬂz%ﬁhg;w
‘\(Mr‘gfy:{ SUER Jf.’.ﬁ »‘:»t LS 4N :\LM R0 & L Eiﬂ; LG O A :
jorrii... T (Our italics.) And as ﬁum§m§maﬁn?iz
Foxi:a spid, "Just as the ﬂarxiﬁtuxanln;st P:M”
sfe: and the progressive faq&&g @verywh&r@mwn
+rhe worid have helped us, in the pagp, in u;ghm
gtruggle for national ltbe;atian and Fha eila‘
iis ments of the dictatorship of the pxwlﬁvai 4
tat, we, toon, ave duty bound to help t%a yig e
tarlﬁt. the Marxist-LeninisC gaxtiﬁg ahﬁ a: s
the nrogressive forces in the struggle tg?z &
wagaﬁg s that thelr peoples, too,"will win
the: r freedom and build secialism.

PRP is a stroug wass-based pxpletarian
party. It has now its peoples' army an@ iﬂ‘ 5
launéhing political and armed struggle both in

the countryside and the cities. It has the full

£ the people.It
support of the broad masses O ‘ .
iapgcn&ucting agitation and propaganda on &

nat . on wide scale by integrating uagxisquagigifm
to the concrete conditions in Ethiopla. Xti:gi»
iizes and organizes the nassgs$unga;vyha i _
éilt'conditions of the nnﬂaxgraunﬁg&mpr firmly
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believes on self-reliance and has hitherto

been so self-reliant that its influence spreads
to the remotest corner of the country. However,
the Ethiopian rewolution, 2& all other revolu~
tions in the past, needs internmation21 support
from the genuine socialist states and proletarian
parties. We count heavily on intermational sup-
port " for it would help advance the revolution

on the ong hand and would lay down the foundat=
ion of inkermational sclidarity between our
people and the peoples cf the genunine socialist
conntries. Blthouch EPRP holde fast the princip-
led wiew . .that regardless of the evolution of ;
teoporary shifts in imperialist and revisionist
power oguations in the region; the fate of the
ongoing natiocunal democratic yevelnticn in Bth-
iopia can only be determined none other than by -
its very motive furces,- the oppressed, exploi-
nteﬂi degraded and dehumanised masses of Ethiopia
1$;eﬁ, educated, organized, guided by EPRP, The
‘masses that rose in February will never rest

for a minute nor lay down their arms until
pecle’s dempcracy is fully realized ander the
guidance of their authentic vanguard, EPRP.
International solidarity and active political

ar well as material support to the people’s
revolution would undoutedly accelerate the

speed of the revolution, which is well undex

way on the long road towards its imevitable
victory: people’s dewmocracy and sociasliszm. The
masses of the people are evermore conscious,
evermore organized and evermore determined

to continue the national democratic zevolution,
led by their wvaliant and correct communist party,
EPRP -, through to the end till final victory
over the exploitative system.

Although our party has sunk its roots deep
in the masses and although the intensity and
advancement of the revolution is steering on a ©
firm course, modern revisionism has chosen to

N
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stand blindly on the side of the counter-revo-
jution whose doom is inevitable and whose cri-
s's amfter crisis makes it hamng on a threadbare.
But, what kind of regime arvre they giving their
support to? Hotwithstanding the fact that it
ic neither socialist nor revolutionary: is it
eren bourgeois-democratic that regpects onReoon-
ditionally the rights of communists to do their
propaganda and organizational work? Hol! Absol«
utely not! ®hat the agtitude of Marxists to-
wards such regimes that curb these rights of
communist wﬁﬁabq@dtsummed up by Laﬂin“thQ he
+51d the Second Congress of the communist Inter-
national, that, "..s we, as communists, should
and will eappﬂrt.hourg&oiSwliheratima mowvenaents
i the colonies only when they are genuinely
revelutionary, and when their exponents do not
hinder our work of educating and organizing in
a revolutionary spirit the peasantry and the
masses of the erploited. I{ these comditions
de mot exist, the communists in these countriesd
mwusl combat the neformist boungeoisie, fe whom
the henves of the second intexnational also
belong.® (Italics ours.) Beyond being bourgeois

reformist, the regime in Ethiopia 1is essentially

coanter-revolutionary. And as a form of regime
of a bureaucratic bourgeois state, it is
fascist pure and simple. Facsism is, by defini- -
tion, anti-democratic in general and anti-pro-
}ﬁtarian in particular. It is outrightly chau-
vinist; it tries to divert the iong march of
the proletariat tTo people’'s democracy and soo-
izlism by putting forwaxd slogans Iike "Deutsc-

jand @ker alles®, It tries to dupe the proletar—

iat with the non-existant “national socialism”

in a vain attempt to diffuse scientific social~
‘iﬁm. it can go to any extent in its demagogy

to prostitute Marxiswm-Leninism., It destroys all
.nrganizatiOns that are not undex its §nxisdicw

tion; and never affords any autonomous ckyganiza-
tion to function legally. It is extremely demae

et -
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oglec, w~mnnstantly plays with the burning feelings
of the masses™ and resorts to peryerted ecnonomic.
“ypforms™. Fascism arises at a specific period

at & particularx conjuncture of the general

crisis of capitalism, 3n which the exploitative
systemn as a whole is threatened by & qenexalized
class struggle that opts Iox goientific secialiswm
or in that direction via the road of pecple's
denocracy. Thus, fascism generally comes as &
structural response tr such acnte class struggles.
It resoris to demagogy of "BOCialiﬁm“,"afﬁﬂOmic ’
wreformg® and so ong simultaneavusly trampling
underfoot the communist proletariat, ~-its main
and conscicus enemy. phat is fascism in general.
rhat is exactly what the the "mational socialist®
regimc in Bthiopia is. r

fThe revisionlists 1aud the regime in Ethiopia
for the “natiomalizations"it declared. This is. -
at least their official pretext to render it sup-
port. Bubt, this is wretched erononism. For Marg-
igt-Leninists, what is important ON such issues
is not the regime’s pompous paper declarations
on nationalization, but the nature and direction
of the generalized class struggle that forced the
regime to do so. Rbove all, which class is car-
rying out the nationalization is most crucial.

" pascism in Etaly, for sxample, was pinning down

conmunists at the sane. time rvesorting to “natio-
pnalizations®. Lenin nor the Communist Interna-
tional did sell out rtalian communists because
Mussolini®s regime talked of wencialisn® and
resorted to wpnationalizations.” It must be seen
on the contrary. The resort to ”aationalizati@ns“
and "socialist™ talks gquite obviously presupposes
the intensity of the class struggle. The regime
in Ethiopia did mot wolun gty ~: grant the decree

on land. On the contrary, i£2§as the wvictory of

. the popular masses. secondly, Lenin teachs us

hat land reform can only be successfully carried

out by the retvolutionaxy proietariat through its
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on the other hand, the revolution is mot only
slive and popular but also grwing in breadth
and depth. The proletariat, peasaniry, youth,
sachers and women led by .their waliant party
-BE P~ are waging heroic struggle. &n,many‘occa»
sicns, they have shown their determined reljel-
-jen of the regime and uneguivocal support to
sPP. M8 & result, the fascist regime has intan—
sified the reign of terror. In this campaign of
“an ihilating EPRP®, thousands of peopliej
~or scicns and militant workers, younth, women
and opprensed scldiers have been brutally mur-
3eyadw'Tha regiwme in Ethiopia is pianing down
s -yean masses, EPRP communists, democrats and
appressad naticnalities at the same time trying
ro nive ‘a socialist image to the outside world.
Phat is what fascisgm is. and such is the regime
in Tthiopia, which is supported by the revicie
hi 3ts.

rrampling proletarian internationalism gn&?rw
foot and humgging shouwliderxrs with the fascisis in
gthlopia, whose hands 1is stained with the blood
of ~ommunists; the revisionists arxe pledging
loyalty -to proletarian internationalismi On
che congresses of thelx parties and publications,
+hee revisionists pledged "gupport™ tc and “mympa-
thy* with all communists throughout the woxld
wgl-c are fighting undexr the most difficnlit con~
dit ions.” These are just words; while in actual
fact they the Soviet government an&Aotherq,slap
on the face of those brave communists in Ethio-
pia "who are fighting under the most difficult
conditicns™, and give tanks and thousands of
Klashinkovs to those who brutally murder these
sare communists., And we are told that that is
'éroletarian internationalism!® But, Lenin . &~
teachs us that proletarian intstu@tiqnalisn»is
w_ .. working wholeheartedly for the development

of the revolutionary struggle in one's own coun—
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try, and supporting {(“by ﬁroyagapda, syapathy,
and material aid®) this struggle, this, and
only this, line, in every country without
exception.® Fidel Castru, too, pays lip service
to proletarian internationalisw. After hugging
the most blood-thirsty fascist, Mengistu Haile
Mariam, who had then slanghtered 500 communists
and democrats in one week, Castro said in Luanda
{Angola), "Marx, Engels, and Lenin spoke of

proletarian internationalism; but we,.our gwne».’,

ration, have had the privilege of seeing and
putting internationalism into practice so. cs.
When has mankind ever kunown another exa such

as this?" . Oh, Yes! Newer]!! Mr., Castroi Truely,
never has mankind in general and the internati~
onal proletariat in particular ever seen “"com-
munists® hugging and kissing Hitlerite fascists,
who had slaughtered 2500-4000 communists, demol-
rats, workers and youth in two months: Was that
the kind of"internationalism™ the founders of .

‘scientific socialism tauwght us? i

L]

Proletarian internationalism requires a
correct attitude towards the national guestioh
and the national movements as well., Opportunism
on the national guestion manifests itself in
many ways; ranging from "great nation™ chauvi-
nism and narrow nationalism to social-chauvinism
and social-fascism. Lenin and Stalin had fought
a’" those filthy social~chauvinists, who had
objectively stood with their own bourgeoisie in
tthlundering of other nations with their trea-
cherous slogan "defence of the fathexrlandl®
Lenin had always warned all communists throughe
out the world to respect and recognize the right
of all nations to self-determination upto and
inluding secession. Marxism is against the
vioclation of eguality of nations and upholds

the right to self-determination of nations. What

makes Marxism different from petty~bourgeocis
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“socialism™ or bourgeois democracy {@m this »
regard is firstiy it agitates not only for the
equality of natioms, but along with it, the
recognition of the xight of nations to self-
determination. Marxism does not stop there; it
also agitates that "only the Soviet system is X
capable of ensuring genuine eguality of nations:
{(Lenin) and for the unity of the workers and
peasants of all nationalities in a common STou-
ggle against capitalism. Secondly, Lenin warns
us that the petty-bourgeoisiae as *champior® of
paticnalism would eyen be more dangerous than
the bourgecnisie fort it uses déemagogy and pbther
rewolutionary phrases. “patty-bourgecis nation-
alism,® says Lenin, "mroclaims as internationa-
lisgm the mere recogaition of the egnaelity of
nations and nothing more.” That is exactly what
t s mssence of the nine~point policy of the
Derg on the Eritrean guestion ig. Whatris the
attituﬁa of the revisionists towards the Deyrg's
policy cn the Eritfean gquestion? They say that
the Derg's nine-point “weace”™ policy, which is
an annexationist declaration with “gocialist™
colouring is ®"correct™. Lenin was famildaxr with
the Derg type “solution” to the national guest-
“tiom too, and warns us, "Recognition of imter-
naticpalism in word, and its replacemnent by
petty-bourgeois nationalism and pacifism, in
all propaganda, agitation and practical work,
is very common, nof an&yh@mhaqwthef@artiaa ot
the Second Intermatiomal, but alsc amony those
which have withdrawn from it, and often even
among parties which now call themselves commu- .
nist.” The revisionist's gualification of the
perg's policy on Eritrea to be “correct” is by
jtself 2 basic distortiom of Leninism. Exten-
ding this position to impose diplomatic pressure
on- the Eritrean fronts through other countries

to accept the Derg's annexationist formula is a

betrayal of the struggle of the Eritrean masses.
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To a people, whose history of struggle against
European colonialiswm, aspexation and for natio-
nal independence is rich as the heroic peoples
of Eritrea, such betrayal of the revisionists
would mot, for the slightest degree, lessen
their determination.arnd fighting spirit. To the
contraxy. fi ;

Borm tkrough struggle Aivery growt Shrovgh the
revolotion and pursuing a consistent and correcy’
policyy guarding itself both from right and !
"1eft“rerrors, the EPRP has become a mass-based
revmluﬁiﬂnaxy party. After having exhausted ail
possible means of legal struggle, combining
bpoth political and armed violence in the cities
as well as the stestegic countryside, EPRP has
emerged as the only revolutionary psrty of the
proletariat/ efioh the masses have | 7 absolute
faith. Mo doubt that EPRP iz the authentic
vanguard of the revolution. '

as regards the bases of its relation with
other parties, EPRP believes in eqguality, fray
ternity and mutual respect between proletraiah

- parties, big cor-small in all countries. EPRP

unconditionally recognizes and respects the
sovereignity of fraternzal parties., It balievas
that each party engaged on the particualas
struggle 4in its own couantry knows the problems,
aliiance of forxces gpg fhe concrele situnation

of the given country than anybody else; and
therefore respect and recognition of its analy-
sis, though not absclute, is essential., As such,
EPRP has always rejected and will continue to do
80 the revisionist position of class collaborats
ion as was paternally entértained by revisionists.

EPRP believes in the independence of the
proletariat in its class organization, in its
strategic alliance with the peasantry till the
final victory of socialism and in its strategic
alliance with the other oppressed classes till
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the attainment of people‘s denocracy‘nﬁd,infthe 3

independence of this revelutionary peoples®
struggle. BPRP has hitherto moved cautiously,
and continues to do so, to utilize all the
revolutionary means possible to advance %he
revelutionary struggle. Unlike the "lefi®
opportunists, EPRP did not remain as the party
of extreme opposition at times of possible rela-
zation of hostility, when the regime wvowsd fox
“unrestricted democratic rights for the broad
masses." (April 1976.) EPRP iz not right oppox-
tunist either. It simply counld not come gout in
the vpen, when a fascist regime, which tiamp;ed
all demccratic rights underfoot, murdered huon-
dreds of democrats and workers, and massacred
demonstrating artists of the National Thentre

the very next day after the "unrestricted demcc—

ratic rights to the broad masses” was announced
by "Adolf" Mengistu Haile Mariam. Correctly
assessing the situation, realizing the allign-
ment of forces and analysing the concrete git-
aation then (April 1976}, our party put forward
certain pre-conditions to START THE DISCUSSION
on the issue of the “"united front of progres-
sives™ that was called by the regime. The pra-
conditions put forward by our party, all deman-
ding the implimentation and assurance of the
democratic rights promised, exposed the insine
cerity of the regime; that the call for a
united froml was a mere manocuvre to buy time.
instead of meeting the pre-conditions put ¥or-
ward, -the Derg intensified the repression. The
revisionists are expecting us to collaborate
unconditionally with such regime that kills
democrats, who demand:. the implimentation of
the declared decrees, which they won in their
struggle. :

' The stage of“relaxing hostility" has passed.
A violent class war is being fought out. There-
fore, no matter what the revisionists may sagg'

the Ethiopian people have fo

ik in the EPRP the

~engyly and in the
> mecd fox the use

party they nesd qu'théi?
i he pesple¥s dymy X207 =B :
zigiazglniinnary violenos against their enemy.
nacked by the genuine sccinlist states and revo-
ivtionaries the ubrlﬂ‘cwem;“tha Ethiocpian maﬁseﬂ
would, beyond @oubt, %an sway with a%l pasts

srd wonld crzse the dust ol thiopia®s hi;tpxy
through their national deswocrztic ravolutioé.
China has done it, Albania has done it, Vietnam,
sambodis apnd Loos have doue 1it; and thefe wouid
be no fozee in the world thet stops the masses
of Bthigpia, guided by their wvangaard party.
EPRP, from teking that - ONLY THAT - xoad.

< s ES “+

CONRADE MARKOS HAGDS; CELU'S PRESIDERT EILLED

. {contd. from the back rage of the back cover)

= 4 "4 i i | - 'y ot P t;t’ely L
nad to go underground. He had act ” e
part in the striggle of the Ethiopian working

clags frow the underground.

+

+7  * +
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RELEVANT QUOTATIORS

sifithount faith in itself, without faith
in the people, grumbling at those above;
trembling before those below, egoistic
towards both sides and comscious of its
egoisim, rewcliutionary in relation to
the conc@rvmtives,amd conservative in
relation to the revoliuvtionists, distrust-
. ful of its own wmottoes, intimidated by
the world storm, exploiting the world
storm; no energy in any respect, plagia-~
rigm in every respect; bare because it
larked originality, original im its base-
ness; hagoling with its own desires,
without initiative, without a world histo-
rical calling: an execrable ©ld malyee.
‘gans eoves, sans ears, sans teeth, sans
‘ewerything - sugh was the P¥ussiar bour-
geoisie that found itself at the helm of
the Prussian stats after the March rewvol-
ntion, ™
: Rarl Marx

&

"ese It is not guerrilla warfare which demo-
ralises, bub UNORGANISED, irvegular, non-party
guerrilla acts. We shall not rid ourselves one

least bit of this MOST UNQUESTIONABILE demoralisation
by condemning and cursing guerrilla actions, for
condémmation and curses are absolutely incapable

of putting a stop to a phenomencn which has been
engendered by profound economic and political causes.
enes A Marxist cannot regard ciwvil war or guerrilla
warfare, which is one of its forms, as abnormal and
demoralising in GENERAL. ...In certain periods of a
economic and political crises the class struggle
rvipens into a divect civil war i.e., into an aewmed
uggle between two sections of the people. In such

, a Marxist is OBLIGED to take the stand of
civil war.”  Lenimn | i Wi
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A TRIBUTE TO COMRADE TESFAY DBESSAY

fomrade Markos Hagos

(contd, from page 48)

Abeba. In 1969, he was appointed as Director which he
flatly declined. However, -since his decision would put
him in trouble, he left the country for Switzerland. In
Swiss, though he was formally registered as a student,

he had done his individual study on Marxism-Leninism
extensively. In 1974, he went back to/ Bthiopia to carrny
out the task he was assigned by the party. In 1975 he
had to go underground as he was to be arrested. After

two years of underground work, he was spotted by the
social-fascists while performing his contact duties. The
area was immdeiately surrounded by troops; and they star-
ted to chase him., He went into the Kidane Building and
exchanged fire with the fascists. But, he ran out of ammu-
nition and had to commit suicide than falling into the
hands of bloodthirsty fascists.

R S et

COMRADE MARKOS HAGOS; CELU'S PRESIDENT KILLED

Comrade Markos Hagos; the president
of the Confederation of Ethiopian
Labour Unions (CELU) was killed on
March 24 in a gun battle with fasci-
sts, who attempted to arrest him. In
the fierce gun battle, the valiant
revolutionary fighter had finished
off well over 20 of the search squad
soldiers before his death.

Comrade Markos had served the Ethio=
pian working class as chairman of
CELU in the most critical hours of
the struggle of the working class.
Soon after CELU passed its historic
resolution on its annual Congress in
September 1975, Comrade Markos had
been arrested without.any charge.
Not long after the May Day demonstras=
tions of last year When Comrade Markos

e

(contd, on page 63)




POINTS OF THE EPRP PROGRAMME

To destroy the rule of feudalism and imperialism and
to establish a Peoples’ Democratic Republic of the
broad masses.

To establish a broad, democratic and progressive poli-

tical system

To establish a planned democratic and national economy
free from foreign domination and to improve the material
and spiritual wellbeing of the musses.

To declare and safeguard the unrestricted right of na-
tions to self-determination and to settle the Eritrean
question peacefully and democratically based on the

aspirations of the Eritrean masses

To safeguard the interests and rights of the working
people

To establish a national democratic cylture and edu-
cational system and to run public health services cater-
ing to the masses.

To build a Peoples’ Army wholly devoted to defend
and serve the broad masses and the country.

To enswre equality between men and women poli-
tically, economically and socially.

To purswe a foreign policy of peace and non-alignment
and active solidarity with all the forces fighting for
pedce, demotracj and  socialism :






