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ERITREAN PEOPLES LIBERATION FRONT
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Declaration of the Central Committee of the EPLF concerning negotiations
with the Ethiopian regime.

On Jan 29, 1980, President Numeiri of the Sudan declared that the Ethiopian
military junta has given the Sudan a "green light" to act as intermediary between
the Ethiopian junta and the Eritrean Resistance movement for a "peaceful settlement"
of the Eritrean problem in the framework of an autonomous "Ethiopian" regione.

While President Numeiri's declarations do not bear a new element as regards the
conflict and the Ethiopian junta's stand on the Eritrean question, they have created
a considerable confusion in the international public opinione. Being the party directly
involved in the on going war and thus the solving of the problem directly affects,
the Central Committee of the Eritrean People's Liberation Front would like to state
its position on the just and correct solutione :

Sinoce coming to power in 1974, the Ethiopian military junte has frequently
stated its "preparedness" to settle the Eritrean question by peaceful means. But
it must be noted that experience has shown that whenever the Dergue raised the
slogan oconcerning a "peaceful solution" it was a fraudulemnt tactic designed to
deprive the Eritrean Resistance movement of its international support and gain
time to consolidate itself militarilye. It is interesting to note the timing of
the various Ethiopian proclamations calling for a "peaceful solution" =the pro=
clamations refleot acute political, economic and military crises the Dergue faces.

While the Ethiopian military junta has consitently sought and continues to
seek a military solution of the Eritrean question it has (since June 1976) come
out with its 9 ~point policy on Eritrea= a policy stemming from the chauvinist
greed of " Greater Ethiopia" and other considerations such as its hold on Eri-
trea's outlets to the sea as well as its economic and strategic interestse. Id
proposing its 9=point program of regional autonomy, the Dergue distorts history and
poses. as if it alone has the right to determine their own destiny.

What's new, therefore, in the Dergue's giving the "green light" to the Sudan
to intervene in the negotiations (between the Eritrean Resistance movement and .
itself) for regional autonomy for Eritrea ? The answer is: NOTHING !

Again why is it now that the Dergue pretends to be "ready for negociations"
and gives the "green light" to the Sudan to act as mediator, whereas, intoxicated
by the huge quantity of sophisticated arms it received from the Soviet Union and by
its military "successes" over the last 18 months it was declaring that the only solu=-
tion is a military one ? And wasn't the regime trumpeting loudly that it has finally,
settled the question militarily and no such thing as the Eritrean question exists ?
Now after 18 months of successive military campaigns to crush the Eritrean people's
struggle, the Dergue (indirectly) admits that the problem exists. Such a turn around
can only reflect the internal contradictions and weakeness of the regime caused by
the determined struggle of the Eritrean people, its inablility to impose its will
by force of arms and was designed to gain some %bYreathing space (until, maybe, it
receive new supply of armaments)e
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