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In the past few months an epochal event, its significance comparable
o the Russian and Chinese Revolutions, has ushered new healities into
the international Acene. Thinty years of unrelenting armed struggle by
the Vietnamese People and five yeans of tenacious nesistance by the
Cambodian People wene, almost simultancously, chowned with total victony.
Wethin a shont span of time the wonkd progressive and democratic sectoh
was tremendously sinengthened.  Convernsely, United States Tmperiafims's
cloak of Lnvineibility was torn wide open and its sinategic weakness
exposed. The whole world witnessed imperialism flee in panic when the
intense heat of the guns of Liberation came too close.

The far-neaching effects of these glorious vietoriows are already
evident. 1In the neig_hbouring states of South East Asia, the whole people
have ca?Ped on Impenialism to Leave. The Thais, Burmese, the people of
Philiiines and Malaysia have forged forwand with thein revolutionary armed
sthuggles. In South Konea, Indonesia and othen faseist dietatornshins, the
shackled masses have nisen up and demanded thein democratic nights and
national sovereigndy. Latin American countries, are challenging Amesica’s
riding high on their peoples -and nations exploflation. They have become
more adsentive in hefusing to bow to American pressures as in Panama, Peru,
efe. TIn Agnica, favourable conditions had already been introduced
after the fall of the fascist regime in Portugal. The coming independence
0f Mozambique and Angofa had put great strains on the defenders of apantheid
An Southern Afnica. Thus, seeing the fate of thein cohorts in Southeast
Asia, the Vokstens and Tan Smiths ane sounding even mone shrillen cries
for 'detente' and an end to armed confrontation. The Liberation gighters
of Zimbabawe, Namibia and Azania have expressed thein vehement opposifion
Lo any solution shont of §uli emancipation of their humiliated downtrodden
people.

Everywhere unden attack, U.S. Imperialism has opted to consolidate
A8 international interests. This has been especially true of the Middee
East and the peripheries whene, since being driven out of Indochina, it
has been concentrating its political, militany and economic welght.

The massive shipments of armaments to Saigon has changed codnse
and are heading to Teheran (Inan). Military advisors and tornture expents,
fust back from uncompleted contracts with the Thieu-Lon Nof negimes, anre
getting (new and) better paying ones fnom the Shah-Qabuus dictatorships.
The Phantoms, howitzens and othen insinument “f death and destruction are
no more scheaming in the jungles of Vietnam and Cambodia, but in the
plains and mouniains cf Dhofan, Palestine and Enitnea. And of course,
Tsnael, the connenstone of Impenialist policy in the Middee East,
continues L1s aggression and conspinacy against the Palestinian hesistance.
U.S. suppornt gon the Zionist state is as Ainong as eveh..... Imperialism
has gully been entrenched in the Middee East.
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But Lest we believe that the enemies of progress have not derived
any Lessons from thein past disastrous adventures, we A‘h({u,e‘d think again.
Thein tactical plannens centainly have seen the invincibility of a
prothacted peoples war. The chief of the Pentagon has necently stnessed
that thein future wars would be giﬁ?td g;;égte g:‘;uhmng ogefge, ,Livogu_.
tionany stnuggles and thein immediate uce ; ﬂiﬂ beseiged
Omani geuoEzgxfion. {8 experiencing - @ ua{t@ﬁﬂuﬁ_ﬂ?ﬁ% %qu&pped .uu,th the
(veny) Latest technological know-how, with untimited" backup at its
disposal, has been pitted against a small people whose only motive force
has been thein deepest hatred fon oppression and foreign occupation.

Thus in thein quest for Libenation the peoples of the Middle East, the
honn of Afnica and the Axabian Gulf are faced with an onstaught of
Imperialist plunden. 1In its death- bed internationak }w.ac,tcol;t , white
centainly much weaker, (has) also (become) ‘mme_dangvgoué. ~ has vowed
to hotd to whatever portions of the world £t XLLL enjoys hegemony over. ..
whatever the cost.

The peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America have a great deal
1o Leann gfrom thein compatriots 4in Indochina. The advent of neo-
colbonialism in most of thein {ndependent countries, some aften wars _
of national Libenation, is in stark contrasi Lo the independent democratic
stance of Vietnam and Cambodia. The corporate plunden that sTlL continues
in these thind wonbd nations was not allewed to take root in the newly
tibenated Indochinese sveieties. The indoménable will of these heroic
peoples, the development of their nevolutionany Leadership and thein
prinedipled and unassuming po-siiions, are nich examples grom which the
Enitnean and othen §ighting peoples are bound Zo draw upon An thein
sthuggles to finally finish off the impercialists and theirn Jteac.twnﬁng
stooqes who have caused much sorrow and degnadation £o the oppresse
peoples of the workd.

HAIL AFRICAN LIBERATION DAY - 1975

(Statement by ERITREANS FOR LIBERATION IN NORTH AMERICA)

African Liberation Day, the day of wornld-wide solidarnity with the
sthuggle of the African people, has arrived once again.

This yearn's ALD takes place at a time of radical and earth-shaking
changes throughout the worntd. The oppressed peoples have won historic
victornies of far reaching significance while the imperialist world £s5 in
the midst of a deep going economic c/isis.

The henoic peoples of Vietnam and Cambodia have won total victony.
They have defeated the most barbarous imperiolist aggression after World
War 11, thus providing an inspiring example to the oppressed nations
and peoples. In the Middle East, the just struggles of the Palestinian,
Omani and othern Anab peoples have scored important political and military
victonies over Lionism and Lmperialism.

To the Afnican wonkd, the past year has brought changes of trhemen-
dous signigicance. The centuries-old fascist Portuguese colonial empire
has been shattered. A gree and independent Guinea (Bissau) has emenrged
and the peoples of Mozambique and Angola will win thein fotal independence
in June and November of Lhis yearn, hespectively. The independence of
Mozambique and Angola has cheated gavorable external conditions for the
intensd fication of the Liberation struggles 4in Southern Agfrica.

Compelled by the changed balance of fonces, the nacist regimes of

Vonster and Smith have stepped up thein calls for "detente" and "diatogue”.

This has found a neceptive ear among some of Africa’s gedetionaiy; Leadens.
However, the people of Limbabwe, Namibia and Azania are not gooled by
these deceptive trnicks and are determined to (inmby hold on fo thein guns
and continue the anmed stnuggle, as the main form of strwggle. Neither
Sl ories forn "detente" non intensification of the violent suppression
of the nationalist Leadens and broad masses can divert the peoples of
southern Afnica from thein Lofty goal of winning fotul Liberation through
armed struggle.

In Nonth-eastern Agrica, significant events have taken place over
the past year. The national Liberation struggle of the Enitrean people
and the democratic struggles of the Ethiopian masses brought about the
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downdall of one of Africa’s most notorious puppets, Emperon Haile Selassie.

Howeven, the fudits of this victory were seized by military officers who,
despite thein seemingly proghessive slogans, have continued to oppress
the people and suppress their progressive and democratic movements.,

In Enitrea, the Ethiopian militarny funta has unleashed a barbarous
bombing and tortune campaign against the people. Continuing Haile
Selassie's policies, the militany rulers have mobilized overn 60% of thein
thoops and appropriated a Large share of the country's budget for the
warn of aggression in Enitrea. Ethiopia's warn of aggression has the full
backing of U.S. imperialism and Isnaeli zionism, which have vital economic
and military interests in Enitrhea. The Ethiopian Amy (4 equipped Lock,
stock and barrel, with American weaponry, machine guns and bullets, tanks
and planes. U.S. "advisons" and Israell counter-insurgency experts thatin
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ithe Ethiopian mercenaries who are massaciing the Enitrhean people.

Now in its 14%th year, the Enitrean Revolution has become the Long-
est, independence struggle in Agrica. The Eritrear Peoples Liberation
Forces (E.P.L.F.), armed with scientific ideology and enfoying the con-
fidence and Support of-the masses, is struggling to create a genuinely
Andependent and democratic Enitrea as a §irn8% step towards building a
soclety with no exploifation of man by man. The Exitrean Liberation
fighters control nearly the entire countryside while the Ethiopian
occupation aumy controls the cibies and towns - and those only during
Zthe day.

Last Februany, the ELiberation fighters atiacked the Ethiopian
Arnmy's gortified camps and bases in the heart of the capital city, Asmara,
and scored brilliant victories. 1Tn the countryside, the Liberation
fightens provide medical care fo the people, fight {LLiteracy and set up
democratic village assemblLies to enhance the parnticipation of the masses
An the wan of national Liberation. The Ernitrean struggle is a just,
popular struggle against forcible occupation and domination, imperialism
and ztonism.

And yet, the Enitrnean Revolution is often slandered as being
"secessionist,” against "African unity," etfe. Everyone knows that Namibia
A5 unden the oceupation of another Afiican country, South Africa, and that
the Namibian people are §ighiting for national independence. Nobody brands
the Nambian struggle as "secessionist" on against the interests of
"Afrnican unity." Why then &5 the Enitrnean struggle branded as such?
Perhaps it is because South Afrnica has a white Aettler regime while Ethiopia
is nuled by a black Afrnican negime. But hasn't the gneat Afrnican revolu-
tionany Amilean Cabral clearly explained that "we do not confuse exploita-
ton on exploiter with the colon of men's skin., We do not want any
exploitation in our countries, not even by black people.”

The Enitrnean people see thein struggle as an integhad part of the
Afrnican nevolution. They are for African unily, but unily that is in
the interests of the masses not the neo-colonialist nuling classes. They
believe that the Liberntion of the oppressed African masses is a precondi-
tion forn the unity of Afrnica. The Enitrean Revolution is a threat to
puppet African regimes and thein neactionary concept of unity; this partly
explains why many of them do not Lend Lt thein support, Enfoying The
solidanity of proghessive Afnicans, the Eritrean people are defermined
to persist in aumed strhuggle and make a contribution to the Liberation
of the Afrnican homeland:

Southern Afnica and Enitrea are not the only stonm-centerns of revolu-
Lion in Afnica. Throughout the continent, the sthuggles againsit coloniak-
Asm as well as neo-colonialism and its puppets, the armed as well as
political siruggles of the masses of workers, peasants and siudents are
gadining momentum. A totally Libernated Africa is bound fo emerge in the
not too distant futwre.
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While we celebrate owr victonies and express confidence £n final
and total victony, we should not Lose sight of the protnacted, arduous
and complex sfruggle that Lies ahead. The enemies of Africa and the wonld
have been beaten down but are not dead. The Mayaguez provocation 4hows
That United States imperialism has not Leaxned any Lessons from its dedeat
4n Indochina. Like a wounded animal, it is gnashing its teeth; it is
brandishing its weapons and threatening the oppressed nations with war
and agghession.

At home, the United States imperialists gind themselves in the
midst of an economic cnisis, which has been exacerbated by thein defeats
An the third workd. The United States nubing classes are shifting the
burden of the economic crises on to the back of the wonking masses.
Unemployment, inflation, racial oppression and political oppression are on
the nise. This shows that the sthuggles in Agrica and throughout the
workd and the sthuggles of the Afro-American people, the other national
minorities and the workers in the United States are closely Linked.
Struggling in unity, the oppressed peoples throughout the world will
centainly be victornious. .

On this glornious Afrnican Liberation Day, Enitreans For Liberation
An Nonth Amenica haiks the heroic and significant victories of the peoples
04 Africa and the workd. E.F.L.N.A. pays homage to all African martyns
who have shed thein blood in the cause of African freedom and salutes those
who are carrying forward the banner of national Liberation. Once again
E.F.LN.A. neadfinms 48 nesolute solidarnity with

- the Liberation movements and the toiling masses throughout Afrnica;

- the Liberation movements and the toiling masses in Asia and Latin
America;

- the people of Afnican descent thrwoughout the workd in their stnuggle
against nacial and class oppression; and §inally

- with the Afro-American people, the national minonities and the wonking
cLass in the United States who histony has entrusted with the glonious
task of destroying once and for all the biggest fascists of all time -
Zthe Amesrican Impesrialisis.

Long Live the African revolution!
Long Live the unity of the toiling masses of Africal
Workens and oppressed people of the workd,

Unite!




ETHIOPIA'S SHAM SOCTALISM AND LAND NATIONALIZATION

_ The widely publicized nationalization of Land in Ethiopi
faseist militany junta has naised a number of éAéueA that nee?;obgethe
clarified, Some of the impontant questions naised in connection with the
Junta's "Land reform' programme include: Why did the military regime
nationalize Land? Who &8 going o benefit from it? What will be the
short nun and Long nun dmpact of the act? ete. To undenstand the real
Absues invobved, 1t 45 of enitical Amportance to Look into the underlying
forces that compelled the junta to tahe some radical measures, the national-
<zation of dndusinies, the 'Land reform' act, ete.

The February 1974 upsurge in Ethiopia brought into the open the
deepening economic-political and social erisis that was g'ipping the
country. The feudal and neo-colonial plunder exploitation of the counthy
and «the_ 13 year old wan of oppnression in Enitnea wenre the noot causes of
the crisdis.  The broad mass of the Ethiopian people hose up £n open hevoli
and clearnly showed that they no Longer could be nuled in the old way. 1%
was akso clear that the aristocratic and Landlond classes which fon centur-
4es held sway was no Longer capable of niling in the old way. In the
event,because of Lack of a revolutionary onganization to Lead the masses
or a powerful bourgeoisie class, the military took powen.

Tﬁ'w_ struggle of the poor peasants, supported by other Ethiopian
demacfaq,u'a orces, the need fo preserve the exploitative system, the need
to mobilize domesic support against the Eritnean Revolution and the need
to placate and swindle world public opinion are the major forces that
compelled the junta fo nationalize Rand.

From the outset the junta's aims were: fo crush the nascent
nevolutionarny movement in the country that had a broad mass basis, to con-
solidate the system of exploitation of the masses under a new guise, and 2o
mobitize the country's human and physical nesounces for the wan in Enitrea.
The principal task assigned to the junta was fo prevent the furthen
nadicalization of the Ethiopian masses. Thus it moved to Lay aside the
masses on whose sthuggles it had nidden to power. 1t suppressed thein
organization (student organization, trade union, ete.) and banned demon-
sthations, sintkes, ete., prevented them from expressing theit views.

At the same time since the masses expectations has been aroused and they
had fought hard fon democratic nights and changes, the mifitany dictators
had to take some seemingly nadical progressive measutes. Tt 43 in this
sonth—t that the Ethiopian junta's Manch 4th, 4975 declatation cn
Nationalization of all nural Cand” should be {cvked at.

Land nefornm 45 an urgent and universally admitted need of the
people. It 4s more s0 in the case of Ethicpia whexe abeut 40% o4 the
total peasant population are Zenants and wheve 75% ¢f the countwu's arable
Land 45 fjointly owned by the neyal famity, the chutch and the awdstoctacy.
Under this archaic system the peasants suffered while the fandfotds and
ardistocnats wallow n the §ilth of theiw decadence and Cuxuty. Tn Mawch
1975, the junta expropriated the Land of the atistecracuy and declared all
hunal Land 2o be the "collective property of the Ethiopian peeple™, and
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set a 10 hectane Limit on the maximum amount o'ﬂ-!,a.nd that any family

can cubtivate. This declaration will weaken the aristocratic Landlord
amd class and break their monopoly of economic and political power. But
will this much onchestrated decree end the impoverishment of the down-
trhodden Ethiopian peasantry? Has it, as the military junta has claimed,
abolished "the exploitation of man by man?" Or hay Ethiopia suddenly
become so0cialist as a result of this proclamation?

A distinction has to be made between state ownership and socialism.
Such a distinction becomes absolutely essential, because in the era of
declining world imperialism a capitalist state ownership of the means
04 production has become a worldwide phenomenon. 1t {4 Lmportant to note
that state ownership is not synonym for socialism. Failure to make Auch
a distinetion could create confusion as regards the proghessive o non-
proghessive nature of governments and could Lead to mistaken conclusions
with damaging consequences. It is, therefonre, of paramount Lmportance
to neabize that state ownership of the means of production does not
necessanily imply change in helations of production and therefone the end
of exploitation and opphession. Central to the whole question 45 who
holds the state power. For depending on who runs the state apparaius, the
nationalized means of production may serve either to Liberate on exploit
the masses. It s thus erroneous to assume that the road to capitalism b
shut off because the state owns the majority of the means of production.

In a system where commodity production dominates, the mere thansger
of Landownership Lo the state in and of itself "will not do away with the
poverty of the masZes". Lendn has pointed out that the peasants need
"protection not onby from the Landlord but grom the market economy”.
Provided all the provisions of the Land declaration are strictly Ample-
mentes" and reglecting questions Like who gets what Zype of Land, the
Ethiopian peasant with his backward instruments of production and Lack of
fertilizens, ete. (which the declaration has made no provisions for) can
product barely enough fo subsist on. Parnt of the Little he produces, he
will have to sell in the market fo buy basic necessities - such as salt,
cooking oik, cloth etc. The market is controlled by ithe Local bowrgeoisde
and {8 tied to the imperialisit world market, with all {ts vicisdtudes.
Before the year &b out, the peasant who has probably exhausted his good
supply will have to buy grain for seed as well as food, at prices which
are much highen than at which he s0fd his produce. Often £imes the
peasant has to bowiow money on grain fon this fLatien purpose. As has been
the expenience in other countries, this process eventually Leads fo the
Ampoverishment of the peasant, his "depeasantization™ when he is forced
to foin the nanks of either the ruwwal on wiban proletfariate oi the nranks
0f the wiemployed and the concentration of the Land (be 4t by the sitate].
Thus, the Junta's Land heform proghamme will speed up the development
the state (boungeoisie) which was afready in the making under the feudal
negime. The real beneficiaries of the proghamme will be this sitate
bourgeodsie and international capitalism. This will be the inevitable
outeome as Long as Ethiopia continues to depend on the imperialist world
‘manket system.
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1% s significant to note that the devasiating famine that broke
out in Ethiopia in 4973 was the nesult not only of the concentration of
Land in the hands of a few aristocnais but the superimposition of the
money economy 4n the feudal mode of exploitation. Lionel CLiff, in his
article Capitalism on Feudalism: The Famine in Ethiopia, observes "The
famine sparked off by the faclure of nain, L8 thus a phoduct of this complex
sed of factons operating not on an unchanged, feudal pattenn of Landlord
exploitation of tenant-peasants bui on a thansitional situation produced
by the impact of the harsh, impersonal nelations of the money economy.”
In fact, one of the areas hardest hit by the famine was Tigrai Province,
where most of the peasants culiivate thein own piece of Land. Thus
the nationalization of Land and ifs parcelling out to .individual peasants
does not guarantee the well being of the peasant oh the end of exploitation.
It jusit changes the way in which he 4s exploited.

Land neform can onky be of benefdit to the peasant if only Lt is part
04 an overnall democratic nevolution -- that is used to arouse the peasantny
to §ight for an end fo exploitation and the building of soelalism. Lenin
has pointed out that "the thansfer of the Land to the state can and will
be very useful forn the peasant only when the state becomes a fully
democratic republic, when all government officials axre elected by the
people, when the standing army L8 abolished and s0 forth." The Agrarian
Law promubgated by the Chinese Communist Party in 1949 s also deginite
on this point: "For the sake of guanranteeing that all measures of Land
heform shall be in accond with the will and interests of the overwhelming
mafority of the people, the government shall take the nesponsibility for
secwring earnest democratic rights fon the people, securing full nights
gon the peasants and thein hepresentative ar all meetings freely to
erniticize and impeach all cadres of all binds and Levels; and full rights
at all appropriate meetings freely to remove and change-and to elect all
cadnes of the government and peasants organizations. Anyone who infriinges
on the above democratic nights and powens of the people shall be punished
by the people's cournt." The Ethiopian military negime 45 4ar §rom being
nepresentative and democratic. 1t does not guarantee the people's
nights but has suppressed all the democratic Liberties of the people --
greedom of press, speech, assemblfy, onganization. 1t has suppréssed the
thade union movement, the student movement and other democratic fonrces.

It has denied the democratic night of the oppressed nationalities to
self determination and has naised the chauvinist sLogan - Ethiopia Tikdem.
It {8 waging a barbarous war of aggression in Ernithea - against a peoplé
who have made thein desire for independence absolutely clear. The old
standing aumy, the counts, the secunity forces and all the repressive
Anstrhuments of feudal regime have not been abolished but are daily being
sthengthened. 11 wowld, therefore, be absurd to expect any meaningful
Land neform programme under a fascist regime.

Any meaningful agrarian negorm can only come about and be carviied
out with the §ull participation of the masses under the Leadership of a
nevolutionany organization. The principal agents of a genutne Land reform
are the masses themselves. Agrnarnian negorm is not something that can be
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Amplemented through decrees, proclamations and pronocuncemenits. 14 cannot
be effected as a result of demogogic "rural campaign". The declaration
of March 42h, 1975 provides for Lhe formation of peasant commiitee to
implement the Land neform.  But this peasant committee are only a means
for bureaucratically controlling the peasantry, just Like the factory
comittees that the junta is setting up in opposition to the thade
unions, are a means of destroying the independent ornganization of the
proletarniate. They are thoroughly non-representative and undemocratic.
The same officers who were shooting at peasants who had risen up o
seize thein Rand from the Landlords, cannot in a period of Less than

6 months become the fiiends and savions of the peasantry.

As mentioned above all the "nadical" measures taken by the junta
ahedesigned to kilE any popubar initiative. 1In the wake 04 the February
mass movement, for the prevailing sysiem of exploitation to be preserved,
the "Land reform" had to come from above, Lest ithe poon peasants emancipate
themselves grom below. The bureaucratic agrarian reform may temporarily
enable the aumy to disorganize the mass movement and to put a brake
on the class sinuggle that was threatening the property owners and would
have shattered the oppressive social Athucture.

However, it won't be Long before the poor peasants of Ethiopia
see through the sham Land neform. Alneady, the advanced elements are
castigating the Ethiopian. junta fon (s attempts Lo crush the nevolution-
any struggle of the masses through deceptive nrefonms as well as brute
éo)r.ca. During the demonsitnations that were called by the junta o
"support the Land nreform" - the proghessive elements raised such sLogan
as "Down with petiy-bourgeoisie socialism”, "For a Provisional Peoples
Govennment, Away with the Junta" and "Freedom for proghessive political
prisonens". 14 4s noteworthy that from that day on the junta banned atf
demons trations whether for on against the Junta!



"Socialist ¥ Junta's Barbarious bombing policy has Legt hundreds of

thousands nomeless.

r ine
The following article by Mamo Zeleke appeared in the French magaz 5
"Afrique - Asie" #79, March 24, 1975 and was translated by the African
Youth Movement for Liberation and Unitv.

ERITREA: WHY INDEPENDENCE

Without shooting one bublet; using trucks "Macks" of the Ethioplan
army and wearning Ethiopian unifonms, Enitrean guerillas Riberated thousands
of their comwades Locked up in prisons in Asmana and Adi Quala. :

Another night, they succeeded in entering Asmara and harassing the
genenal headquarters of the Ethiopian awmy by montar shells and automatic
nifles. A newly arnived unit from Addis Ababa was decimated...

They hit everywhere, g§rom Asmarna, to Kenen, Massawa to Assab. ..

The two sides held finm thein positions.

The Ethiopian regime, not only nejects any idea of independence fon
Eritrea, but it mubtiplied the ornganization of chauvinisit demonstrations
against Enitrneans and Anabs, just as Haile Selassie did in 3968. i

The sLogans "Enitrea and Ethiopiadre one and indivisible" over-
whelms everyday the press and the nadio. ' it 3

The Deng, 4n difficuliy everywhere in the formen empire, internally
divided (one of its membens, Captain Michaet Gebre Negus, who hecently
Led an official delegation to Algiens and Tripoli, foined the Enitrean
Front), caught in (18 own chauvinistic policy, Looks fon a militan
vietony, up Ao now as problematic as the official "socialism’. ..

On the other hand, the gueriflas made military and political’ gains
and evaluate the gavorable situation of their struggles.

They consdder it not imealistic on innesponsible to insist on he
necognition of thein right to self-determination, especially from a regime
that continues to negate thein 14 years of struggle and persists in calling
them "bandits". What is certain &5 the fact that ithe guerillas are much -
closern to thein goals today than before.

Without a doubt, the Ethiopian negime, on it part, spoke of the
specine ;}61 dismemberment to confuse the African opinion. 1€ wants to
prese e Enitrean struggle as a neactionary Arab and imperialist plot
against its "nadical” progressive politics: mention of "balkanization of
Africa", "a needfess bloodbath”, "a new Katanga", "a violation of the OAU
charger”, ete... TIn Addis Ababa, Africa Hall is §ull of those numons.

What is it in neality? Centain histonic thuths must be necalled
to better comprehend the aspirations of the Enitrean people.

The Enitrean war did not begin Last January. Not even in September
1961 when the Enitnean Libenation Front was cheated. The struggle Lasits
for a Long time; against Ttalian colonialism, against British occupation,
and Later on, against the Ethiopian empinre, whethern in the federal fonm
on by pure and simple annexation.
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The Enithean case is not a simple affair of "secession" comparable
2o that of Biagha, of South Sudan on Katanga, fon example. Ethiopia is a
multi-national countrny, as quite a few African countrnies. But the
sdtuation in'Enitrea 48 different grom that of an oppressed nationality.
Some persons, blinded by the Ethiopian propaganda, forget that neality
and trny to assimilate the Enitrean sthuggle with a disintegration of Agrica.

And though, even if Enitrea did have in its history, multiple con-
tacts with Ethiopia, she always existed as a separate entity. That
separate existence created in Enitreans a developed national consciousness
and Ldentity., That realify wg% Ap fact recognized by Ethiopia herself
when she accepted that the UN,decide on the future of Enitrea. Aftern the
defeat of the Ttalian fascists in 1941, and when the Biitish occupied
Enitrea, At was no quesiion then, fo unite the country with Ethiopdia.
Enitrnea existed separately from the Ethiopian empire and it was decided
to treat the Enitrean cause as the othern Italian colonies |(Libya, Somalia,
ete.). The question came back to the UN, in other words, to the gheat
powesrs .

Unfortunately, the Eritrean people did not have a word to say.
The British thought about dismembering the country, giving ome part %o
Ethiopia (theirn ally) and the othern to Sudan (their colony). Americans
advocated an absolute unity, because they were s0 much assured of the
allegiance 0§ the Ethiopian monarch.

But the objectives of Ethiopia were withheld by the Eritrean
Unionist Panty, ghouping, ot §inst, some "partisans of unity" and which
became Later on staffed with Ethiopian police. Whatever happened, £n
praising the unity, Ethiopia necognized the distinet identity of Enitrea.

The United Nations decided the federation of the two countries,
Enitrnea keeping its nationak identity - flag, political parties, parfiament,
ete. 1ts political culture its nelatively democratic constitution, LLs
public Liberties, s0 many elements which distinguished £t neatly from ithe
absolutist regime of Ethiopid.

The fedenation Last ten yeans, until a referendum which would
decide the futwre of the country. ALL that was accepted by Ethiopia.

But the Ethiopian govermment, which signed in 1953 a military
aceond with Americans o insiall the Kagnew base (on the Enitrnean terri-
tory) went ahead to abolish all the nights {of the Enitnean people):
fLag, parties, efe, 1% was the dismantling of ithe federal status and Zhe
opening of the noad to pure and simple annexation.

The Ethiopian argumenits as to "historical Links" cannot in any way
justify a foncible unity. Otherwise, many African states would have been
threatened either by war, on by dismemberment. Moreover, doesn't Ethiopia
invoke the "histonical Links" to claim Diibouti also? (Dfibouti 4is the
capital of the French colony of Somalia called Afar and 1ssa). Doesn't
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she use this same argument to justify the amiexation of Enitrea under the
pretext that she needs a sea coast?

Now, they prexend that the war in Enitrea is a plot; "Arab" on
"imperiatist" dinected against the "socialist" negime o4 Addis Ababa!

The argument is not valid since the struggle has been going on for
founteen yeans. As much as the "socialist" nature of the negime in Addis
Ahaba is yet to be proven.

The Enitrean guenillas are perfectly conscious of the strategic
situation of thein countny. So much they know the efforts of certain
neactionany couninies to tny to swamp on fo divert their struggle.

Perfectly conscious of the strategic situation of their country
and the imperialist design to contrnol the Red Sea, knowing the effornts.
displayed by cerntain reactionary negimes in the negion, such as Sudan and
Saudi Anabia in onden to drown their movements, the Erditrean revolution-
anies, those whose political maturnity and clarity Led to s0 many victornies
by thein people, realize very well that the road Leading to the exercise
oﬁbthi(ﬂ night to self-determination, greedom and dignity is full of
ambushes .

_ 1t is then the hoad of a neal national Libenation war that the
Enithean people took fon fouwrteen yearns. T§ £t could exist a period of
wiity with the Ethiopian people, the corrupi feudal, absolutist regime of
Addis Ababa, its politics of force against the Ernitreans, the brutal
supphession of all thein rnights, the Amharazation and genocide, put a
6&@6 point Lo any tendency toward unity; be it organic or federal:

“We have tasted the federal solution”, say the Eritnean revolutionary
Leadens, "and the bitten souvenin that we consernved Led us to say that we
don't want Lit...Between genocide and sfavery, there 45 something else;
our night to self-determination, to independence..."

It will centainly be said: "But {sn't the new Ethiopian regime
different gfrom that of Haile Sefassie? Shouldn't it be given some chance?"

The answen £s simple: one of the principal tests valid for a pho-
ghessive regime hesides in Lts attitude towards the nights of people to
self-determination and independence. 1 45 from the attitude of the new
negime in Addis Ababa vis-a'-vis the Enitrnean people's struggle - from this
movement Lt s a question of a people we just described - that we can
determine the extent on the trhuth on its "democnatic" character, wheneas
nevenr has the repression of the Enitrean people been as ferocious as when
the Deng came to power in Addis Ababal

1t 48 not by a bloodbath, massaches, and genocide that the new
regime of Ethiopia will impose a "phrogressive" charactern of Lts regime on
the Afrnican and world opinions, capablfe of finding a federal on confedenal
solution. Neither by declarations of intent, interviews on "neforms" -
whose serlousness s to be proven - aimed at diverting the atlention of
the neality of the events in Enitrea.
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Carnying thein meagen possession, women and children on their march fo
the Liberated area. There are 250,000 such redugees who are in desperate
need of food, medicine and shelten.



Vistorious E.P.L.F. thoops 4in a newly Libenated village.
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VICTORY IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

The §inal chapter of the Vietnamese people's War of National
Liberation, which began with the signing of the Paris Peace agreements Ain
January 1973, ended Aprnif 30th, 1975 with the triumphant and historic
entry of the N.L.F. {ightens into Saigon itself. During this two-year-
plus period Thieu, with American backing, had never contemplated on
Amplementing the Agreements. 1In fact the Saigon regime was bombing the
Liberated areas as intensely as ever, its "pacification” program with the
ensuing massacre and imprisonment of all patriots was progressing with
even greaten fervor. From its enclaves Lin the cities Thieu's army was
always provoking the National Liberation Front with {ts Land-ghab opera-
tions. TIn dirnect violation of the Paris accornds, which called for the
nelease of all political prisonens, the Saigon hegime set free no moie
than a handgul of the more than 200,000 N.L.F. supporters in its fails.
ALL th@se and more had shown the worfd that the solemn agheements signed
by Saigon and Washington were not wdth the papers they were writien on.
Especially the Provisional Revolfutionary Government (P.R.G.) knowing §rom
bitter experience United States Impenialism's obdinate natune, hesdlutely
deﬁengz,d Ats zones and punished all violations with deserving counter-
attacks.

The Vietnamese war of Liberation has been in progress ever since
a small brigade of 34 men under the command o4 Vo Nguyen Giap attacked
Awo French border posits on December 22, 1944, completely Liquidating the
gawvisons. Since then they had fought and defeated the Japanese fadcisits
who took over Indochina §rom the French. Again the UWietnamese people had
1o take up anms against the French who, upon the defeat of the Axis Powers,
Japan amongst them, netunned to Vietnam to continue thein interwpied
plunden. After nine years of aumed resistance and countless herode
sacnifices, the Vietnamese had once and for all desitroyed the French
presence. The Decisive victory at Dien Blen Phu 4in 1954 set the sitage for
the consolidation of People's Power in the Democratic Republic of Nonth)
Vietnam. The Geneva accords that convened Later in the same year assured
the Vietnamese of thein Legitimate night to national reunification.
Elections wenre to be held <mmediately and a temporory dividing £ine was
established at the 17th parallel between the D.R.V. and the soon to be
Anteghated Southern Vietnam. But all these hopes were shornt-£ived.  The
Amperialists, continuing theirn cowuse of deceit and treachery, renegade
on thein promises. A fascist puppet regime was Linstalled and the
elections ignoned leven Eisenhawer admitted that 80% of the Vietnamese
people would have voted forn Ho Chi Minh and reunigication!). Since then
the people of Vietnam, especially the South, have been subjected fo the
most brutal of trials: massacres, concentration camps, massive bombings,
"pacification' have constituted the core of neaction's wan Atrategy.
The Phoenix 'pacification' program which eliminated 200,000 patriols,
socialists and Vietnam's othen finest sons and daughterns as well as ithe
bombing of populated cities: Hanoi and Haiphong in the forefront, are
among histony's vigledt crnimes. But as was fully nealized on Apnil 301h,
1975, neither un eled atthocities non the presence of 550,000 United
States soldiens at the height of thein Atrength, was able to thwart the
people's historic goal of driving away the foreign agghessors, reundfying
thein nation, and building a society wherein no small class would
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parasitically Live at the expense of the great majonity 0§ impoverished
workens and peasants.

The Vietnamese revolution, guided by the principles of selentd fic
docialism, did not wait until the achievement of foial victony to alleviate
the oppressive social and economic condifions that was the Lot of the
workens and peasants. Even while engaged in bitter awmed strnuggle the
Revolution always stood by its principled position that the independence
resistance was intricably Linked with the class struggle towards this end
4T always instituted nadical Land neforms in Liberated ternitonies, neduced
the neni paid to Landlonds in others. The Revolution also forced the
capitalists Lo introduce "minimum wage". Similar achievements in the
cubtunal, educational and health senvices had clearly shown the vast
majornity of Vietnamese which side, P.R.G. on Saigon, had thein heal inter-
ess at heant. Workers and peasants as well as whole sections of the
nations intelligensia, students, small merchants, neligious peoples and
othens wene opposed to Thieu's shameless humiliation 0f the Vietnamese
nation, with its proud historny of nesistance in face of foreign intrusion,
to American Imperial domain. The thousands of Ameiicans who controfled
every aspect of the Vietnamese people's existence, were seen as no differ-
ent than colonialist mastens. The Vietnamese considered it a bdtter pidl
to swallow the propaganda that Western culture, histony ete. was vastly
superion to that of the 'gook's'. Except for the few traitons around
Thiew, America had in fact miserably Lost the war fon the heants and minds
of the Vieinamese people.

As insdide the Vietnamese nation, s0 also throughout the wonkd,
the fust cause of their Revolution was a rallying point of all peoples
who eraved for peace and justice. The internationalist spinit of the
Vietnamese people and their Revolution had, through the years been able
Lo enlist the solidarnity not only of socialists and manxists but that of
democratic people and certain Liberal and humanitarian people ahs welf.
The mass demonsirations againsit United States aggression hegularly held
4n Europe, Afnica, Asia, Latin America and even in America itself had
clearly shown the wide support and sympathy for the Vietnamese. The
Andependent and non-opportunisitic Line of the Front in its international
nelations had gained its valuable allies in the socialist workd, the
national Liberation movements of the third workd and all of the not neo-
colonized nations. In fact by the end of the imperialist war 4n Indochina,
only a handful of the most neactionary and pro-impenialist statés, such
as Isnael, South Korea ete., still necognized the Thieu hegime in Saigon.

The history of Vietnam's Resistance shows how the Revolution
steadily twwned the tide of wan in its favour and against its imperialist
enemies in both the external and internal g§ronts. But how was This
poss<ible? How was the Revolution able to bring Zogether people of vastly
different classes and ideology without betraying its ideats and non-
negotiable goals? What organizations were responsible? And how have
Vietnam's dynamic Leadership, from Ho Chi Minh Zo Vo Nguyen Giap to other
equally fnnovating personalities, differed from the compromising Leadership
0f other national Liberation siruggles? The people who are in the midst
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of popular wans, Like the Enitneans, have a Lot to analyze and Learn §rom
duch a nation which was able to break the knees 04 the stnongest military

The Enitrean people, whose Lot has become mass extermination,
Imperialist and chauvinist-Amhara plotted §amine, and national oppression,
have much to nejoice in the total Liberation of a graternal people. Though
the particularities of the oppressions in Vietnam and Enitrea have certain
differences, the enemies nemain the same. Both peoples have been vieiously
attacked by Imperialism in collusion with Local and nedghbouring stooges.
Enitrea has experienced its share of My-Lais at Waki Duba, Om Majfer ete.
Both nevolutions, with the whole hearted support and participation of the
broad masses, have deakt crippling blows to these "fearsome' enemies. 1t
48 true that while the Vietnamese had a wonking-class dominated United
Nationat Front, able o amass all the countny's nesisting potentiakl, the
Enithean people are ikl struggling to unite the two Fronts (E.P.L.F. and
R.C.) solve the nationality questions and join akl the patriotic and pro-
ghessive sections dnto a single United Front unden profetarian Leadenship.
Such fLeadership, tested in the fines of massive aggnression has not been
found Zacfz,f.ng An heroism and guidance. Thus Ho Chi Mink's "Ouwr mountaing
WCLL afways be, ourn advens will always be, our people will always be,

The Amesican invadens defeated, we will nebuild our Land ten Zimes mone
beautiful" affinms, the Leadenships neadiness to accept any sacnifice in
A8 pusuit of national Liberation.

Another significant Lesson of the Vietnamese Revolution is in ith
practice of self neliance. Knowing full well that the masses indeed wene
the makens of history the Revolution stood steadfast in its policy of
Drusting the people in defeating the enemy. With this as its guiding
Line, Lt finmly nesisted all attempts Lo -compromise its sthategic goals.
In fact by shifting its tactics when necessarny the Revolution was able
to put in disavnay all the imperiakist conspiracies. Thus Kissingen's
fatal mistake when in January 1973 he coundt't comprehend the Vietnamese
peoples victory when thein fundamental demands: the expulsion of foreign
Anoops, the Legitimization of the Provisional Revolutionarny Government -
and the sacred unity of Vietnam, were all acceeded to, with a misnimal 04
concessions that finally proved ephemenal. The Enitrean nevolution has
also aken the path of self neliance. Like all revolutions it bases its
primary potential in Lts people and nation. T also enlists the aid of
phoghessive neighbouning states. Tn this negand the proghessive Arab
governments and people, the national Liberation struggles as well as other
democratic and proghessive third world governments have given political,
moral and even material support. The socialist nations, ithe natunal
allies of all oppressed peoples, have SELLL to show their internationalisit
duty. The Ernitrnean Revelution self-eniticising its past errons, mostly
due to its formern bankrupt Leadenship, wifl undoubtedly regain in time
the solidarnity of the truly socialist nations.

It is impossible to discuss the Vietnamese peoples hrecent stnuggles
without Looking at the Cambodian peoples nevolution also. Two weeks before Vietham



-20-

LLb ed, the nesistance in Cambodia had already smashed the 5-year
m.mﬁ:,{,ton?ﬂtnagme of Lon Not and established ithe Peoples Repubfic of
Cambodia, Though Ho Chi Minh had died a year before United States
Ampenialist invasion in Cambodia, yet his phophecy of the agghessons
predicament atilL holds thue. To a jownalisi's query of L he thought
of the possibilities of United States tnoops invading North Vietnam, Ho
neplied "0f counse we take the possibility very much ino consideration.
Giap is very vigilant. But it neminds me of a gox that has one foot
caught in a tnap. He stants Leaping about thying fo get oul and poog -
he fands a second foot in another thap. That's what will happen 4§ the
Americans ane mad enough to invade the nonth." Centainty, the United
States didn' invade Nonth Vietnam; but it expanded its war of aggression
into Cambodia and umnittingly advanced the day when one more people
broke §nom the shackles of the imperialist system and gorged gonwarnd
into the era of democracy, socialism and national proghess.

-21-

EDUCATION IN ERITREA

"Education 48 not a way of Life in itseld; it 45 onky gn Ansthument.
n .

Since anyone can use this instrument, it has a class nature.

The educational sysiem in Enitrea, as it stands now id an amalgam
of the ofd Enitrea classical (church and mosque) education with some

Western (cokonialist) modifications. Before the coming of Iitalian colonial-

ism the educational system in Enitrea was mainly under the hands of the
church and the mosque. I1ts purpose was the perpetuation of the feudal

ddeology, that is the subjugation and domination of the peasants and nomads

by the feudal Lords. Italian colonialism introduced embryonic forms of
capitalist education, and it was originally aimed at producing a small
conps of officials to administen the colonialist government,

Congidential direetion to wenty-primarny school headmasters
(Italian) by Signorn Festa, Director of Education in Enitrnea neads:

"...By the end of fournth year, the Enitrean student should
be able to speak our Language {Italian) moderately well;
he shoutd know the fowr arithmetical operations within
normal Limits; he should be a convinced propagandist of
the principles of hygiene; and of history he should hnow
only the names of those who have made Italy great."

The objective of this progham was to domesticate the "educated”
Enitreans so that they would identify with "charismatic" Leaderns and come
1o feel, compared with the masses, that they themselves are active and
effective. This was a system designed to prevent change and to consoli-
date the existing social onder.

AlLthough the British coloniserns, who took overn from the Italian
increased the number of primary schooks from 24 to 59, schools Atilh
functioned to control social change, O produce bettern Labon input fon
more material output for dmperialist appropriation. The massive nation-
alisit mobitization of the Enitrnean people, in the 19405, forced the
British Impeniatists to allow the Enitrean Languages to flowrish.
Thousands of books were pubLished in Anabie and Tigrinya - the media of
instruction. However the majonity of the books were not weitten in the
interest of the masses. They did not attempt to naise the politicaf
consclousness of the pecple. Political panties emenged. The Enitrean
people haised the banner of independence; ngventheless some elements of
the petty-bourgeoise, owtputs of the colonialisit schools, assumed Leader-
Ship of some of the parnties and dealt the nationalist movemenit a heavy
sefback. The neactionary intellectuals played into the hands of the
cofondalist policy of "divide and rule". The parties rivaked against
each other, and the reactionary intellectuals promoted their selfish
Antenests, befone that of the masses.

Duwring the brief perdod of 1952 to /9¢1. despite the. gact that
Enitrea had an autonomous government, economically through the factonies
and agricultural plantations, ideafogically and culturally through the
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educational system, Enitrea was under a ight ghip of the Imperialisis.
(Many schoots wenre built; however) the school cuwviicubum and the method of
teacf‘l’inq was imponted grom Britain and adding insult fo injury this

system had Long been discarded in England when introduced into Enitnea.
One of the positive byproducts of this era is the acceleration of the
Literacy nate of the Enitrean people.

As if Turkish, Egyptian, Tialian and British colonialism were not
enough, 4in 996‘1 an tncreasingly reactionany and oppressive feudal Efhiopia
annexed Eniirea. The Ethiopian government ordered the burning of all
books wnitten in Enitrean Languages, and everything retroghade found its
way through Ethiopia, itself a nee-cofony. The Enitrean was once again
forced to Learn an alien, and wornse stilL, an undeveloped Language.
Imperiakists found a greeMand to neinforce thein decadent education.
High schools, bookshops, cinema houses, United States Information Service
Librarnies were established, all geared fo neverence for Western and
Bourgeodise vafues.

Childnen were demeaned by schooling. The s€atus of the adult was
exclusively determined by the amount of schooling (unless one is nelated
to the nuling classes) nathen than one's willingness or potential capabit-
ity to perform the necessary tasks, and the urban sociedy thus became
oniented toward formalized expertize. Technology and knowledge are
mystified by 'expents', in onder Lo keep the masses from understanding
class nelationship in the society and separate them grom technology and
Aty controk.

The colonialist education system 44 Fugh.t with many drawbacks, one
of which is dogmatism. The students Leawmn'textbooks and concepts
without integrating 4t with daily practice. The school years are 100
Long, unseientific counses too many, and the method of teaching is by
infection instead of independent nesearnch and democratic discussion.
The method of examination is to treat candidates as enemies and ambush
them. This is designed to preserve the idea of the superionity of the
teachen-scholar, the hieranchy of the bourgeois intellectual. Further-
mone, ithe colonial educational system defends the practice of promotion
by grades, a system which maintains the dependence on the teacher and
subsenvience to the teacher, whike it encourages the growth of individ-
ualism and selfishness at the expense of collaborative and collective
Learning.

(To make mattens wonse, only 'the selected few', members o the
petiy-boungeoise and upper classes participate in this kind of geudo-
capitalist educational sysitem).

Tabge 1 (*) (3) 1969*
53,439 ~ 9,859 19, 361 3,399 86,058 trnethea
Churches
Government Mission Prnivate € Mosques Total Tyyze zﬂ
Schoo
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The vast majority of peasanits and workens thuly are the "wretched
of the eanth". Thedin Lime is coming fast! As we can see they have
started thein histonic mission. The Enitrean anmed nesistance which
began in September 1961 (faced tontuous growth mostly from its internal
contradictions, due to the monopolization of the Leadership by heactionary
Antellectuals ~ a product in no small part due to feudal and Impernial-
8% education. Out of the contradictions in the Enitrean revolution
emerged the E.P.L.F. {Enitrean People's Liberation Forces). The E.P.L.F.
stonted mobilizing the masses effectively. The 4inst objective was o
ne-educate the people. It was an education for dismantling fuedal and
Amperialist education and myth. And Lt is intended to prevent the
Tendency that "many of the oppressed who directly on indirectly participate
Ain revoluition intemyd-conditioned by the myﬂé of the ofd onden - to make
At the nevolution their private revolution."

To sumount the situation of oppression, people must hecognize its
causes. Under the E.P.L.F. system of education, series of Ldeological
{vernbat) discussions are maintained befone the peasant sitants Learning
the alphabet. The reason is that unless through democratic discussion
"the peasant is exposed as to how he is maintaining the oppressive social
onden (includes Ethiopian occupation army), through his/hen (the peasant)
Zaxpaying...also unless he £» taught (to some extent) on how to Zrans foam
his primitive way of farming, the peasant can never Learn effectively...”

In prineiple this 48 similan method of teaching-Learning that
revolutionany educatorns advocate. The peasant Learns faster when educa-
thon 48 fon thans forming his swuroundings and thereby his own self the
material detemmining the mental. As an example, when the peasant is
taught how to make more efflcient and Less tasking plows orn if he is
taught how to Amprove his/her weaving tooks s0 that he/she can produce
mone and improve his/her standand of Living and 4§ the educatorns grace-
fully discuss the Letters of the wonds of the new tools, the peasant
Leawwms them, and they become part of his/hen neality. This is productive
education where the process of Liberating the peasant stants; additional
poﬂﬁcw@ education on class contradictions would develop his/hen critical
thinking.

For the nomads of Enitrea, the education for Liberation takes a
different form. These are people who Live in Low Lands of Enitrea which
45 semi desent. To change thein nomadic way of Life (at Least the old,
the women ¢ the young), the E.P.L.F. is teaching them how to Lead a
settled agnicultunal Life. When this is achieved Like Ain some anreas,
the process of Leanning for Liberation can be continued.

Histonically the hesistance of the Ernithean masses has been
Apontaneous and uncoondinated. = When workers came as a result of the
Itatian colonization they begun onganizing the previous uprisals through
fjormubations of political parties and trhade unions. Undern the principles
of E.P.L.F., through democratic education, the workers and peasants along
with the revolutionary intellectuals, are contributing fo the thansforma-
tion of the whole Enithean soclety. 118 revolutionarny trend could be
observed in the collective use of whatever knowledge they have, noi only
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in ideology but in the utilization of every scrap of technical experience
that could mobilize to haise the educational and cultural Level of the
dociety., It 4s

m%&wme in the sense that it is broadly based; dynamic
hespect to its capacity to change.

nammatic because it 48 purposefdul, planned, and experience-
cg—%—mai .

integnative because it draws together many aspects of the total
e onal phogham.

The E.P.L.F. is now engaged 4in the §inst step of the revolution;
o change the colonial and semi-feudal form of society into an independent
democratic society. The second is Lo carny the nevolution fowward and
build socialist society.

Any given culture "4s a neflection of the politics and economics
04 a given society, and the fommer in fwm has a tremendous inffuence
and effect upon the Latten; economics is the base and politics the
concentrated expression of economics."’ This includes education. So
the Enitrean Revolution 44 destnoying the colonialist economic system
which was the base of colonialist educational system and {4 gradually
building the economic basis fon neal education-for-Liberation to serve
the people.

Children must be educated 2o be heins to the revolution.
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TO ALL PROGRESSIVE ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS

The war of National Libenation in Enithea is naging flencely.
The Ethiopian Junta is committing fascist atrocities on the Ernitrean
people in its efforts fo crush their struggle fon National Liberation.
United States supplied planes are conducting massive bombing raids over
Enitnean villages. Several villages have already been fevefed fo the
ground, with thousands reponted hilled and tens of thousands Ledt homelLess.
Enitrea's capital, Asmana, has been vintually twwed into an aumy eamp,
with tanks and anmored cars, "shooting at anything that moves" and
especially "all Eritneans of fighting age." The population is without
water on food or electricity and i1 44 feared an epidemic might break out.
Foreign nationals Ligted frnom Asmara described the situation 4in Eritrea
and the atrocities of Ethioniaminoops by saying "1t is a blood bath...
Lf you have seen Vietnam, you know what 1 am tafking about."

Meamwhile, the Enitrean Liberation fighters are putting up a herodic
hesistance £o the Ethopian occupation army. With the full support of the
people, the fightens have made daring attacks on Asmana, hitting the bases
0f the Ethiopan troops, bLowing up an oil depot and an impontant bridge
and downing fet bombers and reconnaissance planes.

The Exitrean people have been {ighting for their national
4ndependence for 13 years. The Ethiopian puppet regimes with §ull backing
from United States imperialism and Isnaeli Zionism has been waging a
butal war to chush the Ernitrean people's struggle. The Ethiopian fascist
junta which parades under the title of "Socialist" has exceeded all Limits

dn £ts savagery and barbarity in Enitrea. Consistent with its determination

Lo crush the nevolutions in Palestine Oman: and Eritrea, United States
Imperialism stands solidly behind the tthiopian Junta.

Despite enommous suffering and sacrifice, the Enitreampeople are
determined to persist in amed sthuggle until total Liberaiion. Even
though the Enitnean people primanily nely on their own resowrces in this
sthuggle, they need the internationalist solidarity of all proghessive
people.

Enitreans for Libenation in Nonth America, an onganization of
Enitrean students and wonkenrs, calls on all proghessive organizations and
individuals Lo follow closely the situation in Enithea and the whole
neglon. We call on them to denounce Ethiopian Junta's Fascist crimes in
Enithea, demand that the United States stop anming the Junta, take a
definite and unequivocal siand on the Enitrean people's struggle and render
4t all propoganda and material assisitance.

Down with United States Imperialism and 4its puppets'
Long Live the anti-imperialist solidarity of
The revolutionary Fonrces of the Wonkd!
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NEWS IN BRIEF

1. Junta's Trneacherous Doublé Game

Reactionwry Ethiopian hegimes, whethen Haile Selassie's on
the present nuling fascists, have always been noforious in thed phab&'j
hetrret) fon the Arab peoples. Haile Selassie professed himself ihe neal

descendant of the ancient Jews and barked alleged Arnab invasions Zo
scaning the impoverished Ethiopian masses into Patrnioiic hysteria. Out-
bidding him, the present military men have naised a hue and chy about the
brotherly Arab peoples support forn the Enitrean Revolution. To suindle
Africa it treacherously took a populist black Africa vs. Arab Agrnica

nole that did gheat damage Zo the good relations of those peoplgs. Now
it seems the fjunita had an abrupt change of hearnt. Taking a 180 fuwn, L&
has applied for membership in the Arab League. Tt seems the reported
wealth of some Arab fegimes was much too gheat a tempiation the junia
couldn' t help but hat in hand, hope for some of the #eet. /NINEY

Paralled with its effornts Lo join the Arab League, the fascist
junta {5 playing ancther, far more sinisten game, with the Zionists.
This one consists of a scheme wherein 25,000 Ethiopian peasants are fo
Leave and settle in Israel. Counfounded with a dramatic dechease An
Jewish emignation, the-Iionists have necognized that these Falashas are
membens of the Jewish faith aften all. Thus they are now being called to
senve thein motherland. From thein past deeds, At seems the Tshaeli
nulens have ready positions fon the Falashas in the kitchens and sanita-
tion deparntments of Tel-Aviv, on even in the gront Line of the war zone,
where they can be put to use in combatting the National Liberation
stnuggle of the Palestinians which is stniking ever deeper each day and
taking heavien tolls on the Zionist trhoops.

Anyway, the militany funta should know £t won't hoodwink everybody.

1% must choose between the Anab masses and the Zionists. 1t shouldn't
hope to eat its apple and sTL have it.

2. Enitrnean Officers and Trhoops Desent Ethiopian Army

Hundreds of fonmer Enitrean o fiicens in the Ethiopian army, navy
and ain force have deserted their nanks and joined the Liberation movements.
Othens have wunived in Somalia, Yemen, and othen nedlghbouring states.
More than 100 Enitrean military personnel have been placed under arrest
for opposing the junita's genocidal wan against thein country men. The
Enitnean Police and commando units, which had, to a certain extent,
stayed the bLoody hands of the occupationist anmy, are being sent out of
Enitrnea; the Junta very doubiful of thein Loyalty, is steadily heplacing
t%e_/mL with thoops ghom the traditionally hostile areas of South and Central
Ethiopda.

of starwation and sickness.
To the east, the Ethiopian troops attacked Arkiko, a small fown

near Massawa in early Aprnil. 500 persons, mostly women, children and
ofd men wene the victims of these Latest athocily.

4. MiLitary Regimes Literacy Campaigh - a Flop

Last year the Ethiopian military junta started, with much gangare,
a campaign against {LLitenacy. Students wenre sent Zo the countryside o
teach the peasants the Amharic fanguage. Natuwrally, most peasants saw
Little value in A%, since thein crying probfem was the catasirophic famine
that had kilked 100,000's of them. 29 students were killed in various
pants of the country by enwaged villagers. A signd ficant pontion of the
students, themselves products of (pasit) anti-feudal struggles, called on
the hilens 1o take thein destiny into their own hands. They agitated
for the fomnmation of peasant associations. The funtn subsequently
olosed mone than 30 centres and anrested many students. Some of the
Leadens, including MeLesse Teele, edifon of the Universcly students
paper, "Struggle” were mundered. The President of the students (ke also
headed the Litenacy campaign) escaped arrest and fled to Somatia.

5. In the Middee East, Ewwope and here in the United States, Eniteans
have taken to the streets to show thein deep hatred for the Ethiopian
negime that is hilling and mutilating their people. 3,000 in Rome,
thousands in Beirut and Cairo and hundreds in almost every European and

(MA Noretheas t capital expressed thein deepest solidanity with their Libenation
Fightens. Many of them also headed homewards to parntake in thein national
duties.

In the United States, Enitreans for Liberation held a lgigz na Ly
on Febuany 14. Hekd in front of the U.N. building, the participants
accused Ethiopia fon its Nazi-Like war of genocide. They also dencunced
the United States and Isnael f§ox bolstering the war machine of the junia.

Tn othen cities fLocal chapters of Detroit, Boston, Madison,
Washington, 0.C., Seattle, Colorade, ete. held demonstrations to hail the
upsunge in the national Liberation war Ot Endtrea.  Many speakers, dncluding
membens and representatives of progressive organizations, expressed thedr
support and sympathy for the §éghting people of Eritrea. Others Let (i
buown that the war showed them through the smokescreen of Ethiopian
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3. "Socialist" Butchens STiRL Active

The fascist junta s4ilL continues its genoeidal war against the
wiwmed Enitrean population. In March 1975 the town of Um Hajer, cite of
a previous massache of 250, was nansacked. The auny, smarting over a
senies of defeats in the anea, vented its fury on the populace. — Many
wene kikfed and 30,000 inhabitants Led to the Sudan, swelling the nefugee
nanks there who are already very poorty taken care of with many ailing
Socialism to the fascist imperialist Lackey the juntay really Ls.
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