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Introduction

In light of the critical situation facing the Eritrean revolution, the
Eritreans for Liberation in North America (EFLNA) in its 9th General Con-
gress held between 14-18 August 1978 and the Association of Eritrean
Women in North America (AEWNA) in its 2nd Congress held between
19-20 August 1978 in Washington, D C unanimously resolved to condemn
the capitulationist leadership of the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front
(EPLF) and cut off all relations with it Until making this decision, EFLNA
had since ts inception supported the EPLF and was its mass organization
for the past two years. Since its birth a year ago, AEWNA had also been a
mass organization of the EPLF The stand taken at our coneresses i< a
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as the strategic ally’ of the Eritrean revolution and the Ethio-
junta as an ‘anti-imperialist force Instead of defending the
nd fight for the basic aspirations of our people for independence
“lon, they have in the most shameless manner betrayed the na-
gle and have proclaimed themselves as apologists for Soviet led
S 1ggression Under the guidance of Soviet revisionism they have
- he banner of self reliant protracted people’s war and are waving

‘lag of ¢ peaceful solution. Thus, the leaderships of the two
.. become fifth columnists in the service of Soviet-led revisionism

sion to break off relations wih the EPLF leadership and con-
e aderships of the two fronts is, therefore, based on these irrecon-
" ‘srences Before reaching this decision, our organizations made
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every effort to struggle for the correct line within the EPLF However in
the face of the growing arrogance and demagogy of the EPLF leaders, our
effort was in vain. The EPLF leadership completely violated our democratic
rights and on many occasions attempted to impose its capitulationist line on
us.

It is therefore under such a circumstance that we have stood up bold to
defend our people’s revolutionary struggle from the act of treachery In
unison with our heroic people, we have declared that ‘‘we will not
capitulate, we will struggle through to the end in defense of our
revolution.

The capitulationist line being followed by the EPLF and ELF leaderships
is a big setback but temporary: Despite this shameless betrayal, we have full
confidence in our people to continue the struggle through to the end. Our
people are a heroic people who have been tempered in 17 years of armed
struggle and will never give up their demand for nothing short of total in-
dependence. At present despite the treacherous course taken by the
leaderships of the two fronts, our heroic people and fighters continue the
struggle and are dealing death blows to the Ethiopian aggressors and their
masters Since the EPLF has failed to lead the Eritrean revolution, what is
lacking in Eritrea today is a revolutionary vanguard that can successfully
lead the revolution to victory Nonethless, we have no doubt that this
vanguard will be born in the flames of our people’s revolutionary struggle.
On our part, we have set forth to expose and put up a tough struggle against
the capitulationist line of the leaderships of EPLF and ELF-in front of our
people as well as in front of the whole world.

When in its 7th Congress EFLNA decided to become a mass organization
of the EPLF it was in accepting the EPLF as its leader It was also in view
of this that it reorganized itself into the Association of Eritrean Students in
North America (AESNA) and the Association of Eritrean Women in North
America (AEWNA) Under the present condition, however our task is to
organize all patriotic Eritreans in North America into one patriotic mass
organization and link up our struggle with our people’s armed national
liberation struggle. AESNA has thus changed its names into Eritreans for
Liberation in North America and AEWNA has resolved to wage its struggle
under the guidance of EFLNA.

Determined to continue the struggle, E~_. .- =~~~ . ~°
firm stand on the side of our heroic pe: B P
position and shed some light on the gra - ’ '
that we have prepared this document Thi . ;
the open the line of demarcation betwee o Co
ship and to expose the capitulationist lin
ELF leaderships As a major part of our ¢
letters which we wrote to the Political |
leadership’s official statements on the
printed in its official organ Vanguard as
to our recent congresses



The treachery of the EPLF and EFL le:
in our people’s struggle. In the past als«
times. As a way of relating the present sit
experiences of our people’s struggle ar
America, we have also included short sect -
our people and the history of EFLNA. I
analysis on the experiences of our revolu
from time to time we will endeavor to sci-
and the lessons of our people’s struggle.




The Struggle
of the Eritrean People

The Eritrean people have a long and glorious history of resistance against
foreign invasion and domination. Ever since the first foreign invaders, Ot-
toman Turks, set foot on Eritrean soil in 1557, the Eritrean masses have put
up heroic resistance. Successive colonial invaders—Anglo-Egyptian expan-
sionists 1865-1876) Italian colonialists 1885-1941 British colonialists

1941 1952) and the imperialist backed Ethiopian occupationists were met
with stiff resistance from the Eritrean people whose indomitable love for in-
dependence, developed and nurtured in the struggle against external aggres-
sion and plunder, rallied them to fight and cement their national unity with
the blood of the heroic martyrs.

The heroic people of Eritrea have traversed through many twists and
turns to achieve their age-old aspiration for national independence and
democracy The anti-colonial struggle of the Eritrean people, however, has
suffered repeated setbacks throughout its history due to the numerous im-
perialist intrigues primarily from a lack of correct revolutionary leadership.

Eritrea was forged into a multi-national country under the brutal and
fascistic rule of Italian colonialism. During Italian rule, the Eritrean
peasantry the emergent multi-national working class and other patriotic
elements waged sporadic uprisings, which reached intense proportions dur-
ing the second world-war However, due to the spontaneous and uncoor-
dinated nature of the resistance, the Eritrean people became victim of yet
another imperialist power—the British colonialists who occupied Eritrea in
1941.

The period of British occupation in Eritrea was marked by the growth of
the patriotic movements and the development of organized resistance
around the banner of national liberation. Several political organizations
were formed in the 40’s—which engulfed wide sectors of the broad masses
of workers, peasants and other patriotic elements. Though most of the
political parties raised the demand for national independence—the reflec-
tion of the genuine aspiration of the Eritrean masses—the leadership of the
patriotic movement was in the hands of the petty bourgeoisie and even cer-
tain feudal elements who at critical moments in the independence struggle
wavered and concilliated with imperialism. The British imperialists con-
cocted an insidious plan of partitioning Eritrea between Ethiopia and the
Sudan in order to perpetuate their imperialist interests and to this end they
incited and fanned religious antagonisms amongst the people. The Eritrean
people vehemently opposed this imperialist plan and put up a united de-
mand for national independence. However the British imperialists and the
expansionist Ethiopian feudal regime made concerted efforts to subvert the
independence movment from within by utilizing the landed aristocracy, the
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this period which were repreatedly crushed by the Ethiopian occupationists

With the formation of an underground movement the Eritrean Liberation

Movement of the workers and the urban petty bourgeoisie the patriotic

movement developed. However, this movement was liquidated by the petty

bourgeoisie adventurist and terrorist tendencies that became dominant in

the movement and fell victim to the fascistic repressions of the Ethiopian
occupationists.
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> nary line of the ELF leadership came
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.- - ters. The internal struggle developed
ratic forces demanding change and
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strengthening their forces and on the other hand the reactionary leadership
resorting to more and more repressive and fascistic measures to crush the
democratic movement. This culminated in the split within the ELF and the
democratic forces forming the EPLF in 1970.

The EPLF set out to rectify the damage caused by the outright reactonary
leadership of ELF and charting a revolutionary program, mobilized and
organized the masses to wage a protracted people’s war against the
imperialist-zionist backed Ethiopian occupationists. Within a matter of a
few years, the EPLF develped from a weak, divided and small force into a
strong, united and large people’s front with deep roots among the masses.
The First Congress of EPLF held in January 1977 adopted the National
Democratic Program and crystalized the revolutionary path forward. Guid-
ed by the revolutionary line of its national democratic program the EPLF
mobilized, organized and armed the masses, built a strong people’s army
which has scored stunning victories over the colossal forces of the im-
perialist backed Ethiopian occupationists, and liberated a large part of the
country in a short period. Mobilizing the initiative of the masses, the
EPLF carried out land distribution and economic reconstruction in the
liberated areas. The EPLF waged militant struggle against the arch reac-
tionary line in the naitonal liberation movmement, mobilizing the masses
for national unity and against the reactionary civil war launched by the
ELF leaders and against the opportunist pro-U S. imperialist Sabbe clique
which was isolated and ousted from the EPLF in 1976 With the revolu-
tionary line strengthened in EPLF tremendous achievements were scored.
These achievements struck terror in the heart of the external enemies of the
Eritrean revolution as well as internal opportunists who see nothing but
their own destruction in the growing militancy and consciousness of the
Eritrean masses.

The Eritrean people’s armed struggle, one of the major factors leading to
the crumbling of Haile Selassie’s puppet regime, threatened even more the
fate of the imperialist-groomed fascist military junta which seized power in
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which they now identify as an anti-imperialist regime.
Thus, the Eritrean people’s national liberation movement is experiencing
yet another critical moment in its history where a powerful external attack
and internal sabotage is at work to hamper the heroic struggle of our people
from achieving genuine national independence and people’s democracy
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History of EFLNA

The history of our organization, the Eritreans for Liberation of North
America (EFLNA) is inseparably linked with the history and development
of our people’s revolutionary struggle in general and the EPLF in par-
ticular Ever since its formation in 1971 EFLNA s role in the Eritrean peo-
ple’s armed national liberation struggle has been that of active participa-
tion, consistently aligning with the interests and aspirations of the Eritrean
people for national independence and liberation and all along standing for
the correct revolutionary line. In defence of the Eritrean revolution and in
support of the EPLF EFLNA has waged long and merciless struggle
against all the external and internal enemies of our people’s struggle.
EFLNA has waged an uncompromising struggle against the Ethiopian ag-
gressors, U S. imperialism, zionism and the Soviet revisionists, against the
reactionary ELF leaders, the opportunist line they represented, the counter-
revolutionary civil war they instigated and their concerted efforts to divide
the patriotic struggle; against the counter-revolutionary Sabbe clique, the
traitorous course it followed and its attempts to impose its reactionary line
on the EPLF It is the record of history that our stand on the civil war, na-
tional unity and other major questions has been consistently clear and
revolutionary EFLNA s organizational effort has been geared towards
providiing maximum support for the revolution by every possible means it
has had at its disposal, in publicizing our people’s just cause and mobilizing
international support, raising modest amounts of funds in order to con-
tribute to the self reliant efforts of the revolution and working to forge and
strengthen the principled unity of patriotic and revolutionary Eritreans
abroad around the EPLF so as to isolate the internal reactionaries and con-
enlidate and enarantea tha hamamanv nf the revolutionary forces in the
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The program of the Eritrean People’s Liberation Forces calls for a broad-
based national united front and seeks to rally and lead the Eritrean masses in
the national democratic task of destroying the oppressive forces of reaction,
colonialism, collaborationism, zionism and imperialism. The insistence on the
peacful resolution of secondary contradictions, the realization of national unity
against colonial aggression, and the emphasis on mass mobilization are the
most persistent national democratic demands and principal features of its
overall strategy (EFLNA, Liberation, April-May 1973)

EPLF‘S role as the vanguard of the Eritrean revolution was witnessed by
the unprecedented victories won. Guided by the national democratic pro-
gram, which was formalized in its First Congress held in January 1977, the
EPLF built a formidable people’s army the EPLA, liberated most
of the country following the correct principle of self reliance in all its
revolutionary work organized, politicized and armed the masses, led the
peasants in land reform movement, made tireless efforts to transform the
liberated areas and enable the masses to take political power and provided
the masses with social services Hence, until the leadership capitulated to
Soviet revisionism and endangered the fate of the revolution, the EPLF was
a true defender and leader of the Eritrean people’s aspirations for in-
dependence and democracy

It was this correct line that EFLNA wholeheartedly supported and work
ed, with all its might towards its implementation EFLNA always hailed
the EPLF as the vanguard of the Eritrean revolution. We praised and ex-
pressed our oys over each and every victory the EPLF scored its correct
positions on all the problems facing the Eritrean revolution Our resolutions
in all our past congresses, our statements, publications and our practical
struggle attest to this fact Thus, EFLNA s staunch support for the EPLF
was based on our commonality of outlook conviction on both of us
upholding the revolutionary line, on both of us standing and fighting for
the true independence and liberation of our country and people. This was
our common denominator That is to say we supported and worked with
the EPLF as long as it followed the correct revolutionary line, fought for
the complete liberation of the homeland, waged an uncompromising strug-
gle against all the enemies of our revolution and struggled for the interests
and aspirations of our people. EFLNA s support for EPLF emanated from
our free will, for the sake of the correct line and the demands of our people
for independence and liberation This we made clear long ago in our fifth
congress when we stated that EFLNA.

as part of our people’s struggle has not only the right but also the responsibility
to express its views, commend or criticize, support or condemn, accept or reject
in regard to any issue pertaining to the Eritrean revolution Exercizing this right
we must strongly brace up ourselves so that we don t become passive followers

or an instrument of opportunists. (EFLNA, Tasks of EFLNA, September
1974)

It is therefore basing ourselves on this right and responsibility of ours to
support and defend the Eritrean revolution that we supported the EPLF
when it upheld the revolutionary line and have now condemned the EPLF
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Throughout its history EFLNA, in championing the correct line in the
Eritrean struggle, actively fought to defend and consolidate it On every
issue of the revolution manifesting the life and death struggle between the
two contending lines—the revolutionary and the reactionary the new
bourgeois democratic and the old bourgeois democratic—EFLNA has
always stood firmly in defense of the correct one and forcefully fought
against the reactionary one. To elaborate on some of the important ques-
tions which we waged fierce struggle in defence of the correct line, we will
discuss them in some detail below

1 At the time of its formation, EFLNA was presented with the most
critical problem of the revolution, the civil war—to take a firm stand on.
The criminal civil war that ravaged the Eritrean struggle for two and a half
years was declared by the reactionary ELF leaders to liquidate the EPLF
The reactionary ELF leaders declared the civil war in their so-called Fi1 °
National Congress held in December 1971 and actually sparked it - -
February 1972. The EPLF condemned this dangerous and counte
revolutionary act as detrimental to the revloution and raised the corre
slogan All our guns against the primary enemy democratic dialogue f
secondary contradiction. EFLNA, on its part, fully supported this revol
tionary stand of the EPLF and condemned the civil war and indicted t
ELF leaders holding them fully responsible for this anti-national, an

people and counter-revolutionary activity Our stand was clear-

We hail the EPLF for this correct stand and fully support its constant efforts to
find a democratic and just solution to the burning question of national and
organizational unity that has plagued the Eritrean revolution since its inception
in 1961 Eritreans for Liberation in North America reiterates its unequivocal
and resolute condemnation of all those who resort to violence against genuine
freedom fighters in order to settle differences or resolve contradictions that are
necessarily non-antagonistic. At the same time, it firmly supports and strongly
identifies with all genuine Eritrean freedom fighters who are striving hard to br-
ing about the unity of all patriotic fighters.

EFLNA made an extensive propaganda campaign among Eritreans as
well as the world public exposing the counter-revolutionary nature of the
civil war and is instigators—the ELF leaders—and made constant calls for
its cessation. By opposing the civil war EFLNA helped in the exposure of
the reactionary ELF leaders and in mobilizing support for the EPLF and in
afffirming the correctness of its line.

(2) In defence of the democratic and revolutionary forces as well as the
democratic rights of the Eritrean people, EFLNA has gained ex-
perience in exposing and isolating the reactionary forces within the
Eritrean liberation movement Our struggle against the ELF leaders, the
reactionary line they represent and all their reactionary practices has been
consistent. We exposed the ELF leaders for the counter-revolutionary civil
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war they declared, their anti-people practices, their anti-national propagan-
da in representing the Eritrean people as Arabs and Eritrea as an Arab
country and their reactionary approach to national unity At the same time
we praised the rank and file ELF fighters for the stiff resistance they put up
against the Ethiopian aggressors and incessantly called upon them to op-
pose the reactionary line and practices of their leaders so as to close ranks
with their EPLF fighter comrades and deal the enemy a combined blow
Every publication we have put out is witness to this fact The ELF leaders
themselves fully know what a thorn or in their own words what a cancer’
we have been to them
The struggle we have been waging against the Sabbe clique has also been
equally thorough and persistent At the time when EPLF and the ex-Foreign
Mission the Sabbe clique had formed a tactical aliance, EFLNA, aware of
the delicate relationship while working for its careful handling, never kept
quiet whenever the clique distorted the nature of the Eritrean revolution and
the EPLF EFLNA opposed the clique’s manipulative and swindling ac-
tivities to assert itself as the leader of the revolution and impose its grip on
Eritrean patriots residing abroad As the clique attempted to impose its
reactionary line on the EPLF EFLNA consistently sided with the EPLF, @
mmm We condemned the Sabbe clique for signing the infamous Khartoum
Agreement’ with the ELF leaders. EFLNA enthusiastically hailed the ex-
pulsion of the Sabbe clique from the EPLF in March 1976. In a special
statement we said.
it is a political victory for the EPLF and the Eritrean revolution. It is a reflec-
tion of the consolidation of the revolutionary line and will definately accelerate
the advance of the revolution. It proves that the revolutionary line, the line that
represents the toiling masses has been consolidated, making it uncomfortable
for reactionaries and opportunists to remain in the ranks of the people, and for-
cing them to jump out. It means that the reactionary clique that had obstructed
the EPLF from developing close relations with revolutionary governments and
movements that has been swept away (EFLNA s View on the ‘“Khartoum
Agreement, >’ November 1975)
Since then EFLNA has been carrying out a continuous propaganda cam-
S L : ; a counter-revolutionary force serving
elos T ! A r opposition to the clique’s attempts to
S - °- ' - {o obstruct thenational unity process

. i _ort of
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Throughout the years 1975 1976 and 1977, a bitter struggle ensued on the
question of national unity While the EPLF struggled for the correct ap-
proach—the united front, the ELF pushed for a quick merger Our position
was not only support but also systematic agitation for the formation of the
united front Our sixth, seventh and eighth congresses resolved on this posi-
tion. EFLNA not only wholeheartedly supported the minimum program on
the formation of the national united front which the EPLF’s First Congress
adopted but also made every effort towards its implementation. Consistent
with its principled stand, EFLNA hailed the unity agreements reached bet
ween the two fronts (EPLF and ELF) in October 1977 and March 1978.
However since we have now come to the conclusion that the leaderships of
the two fronts have capitulated to Soviet revisionist pressure we cannot but
regard the unity agreement holding between them as an instrument for fur-
ther capitulation to Soviet revisionism.

In order to promote the national democratic line, EFLNA geared its en-
tire organizational effort towards mobilizing the maximum possible support
for the Eritrean revolution. Our effort in producing and distributing revolu-
tionary literature to be used for raising the level of consciousness not only
of our members but also patriotic Eritreans abroad and the fighters and the
broad masses at home has been modest. Convinced that our struggle can
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‘ - L " " has considered publicizing the Eritrean
) s - oo ring the early 70’s when the Sabbe cli-
R s ‘ R - 4PLF EFLNA struggled hard to break
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revolutionary nature of the Eritrean struggle and expose the nature of our
enemies as well as their counter-revolutionary policies to crush the Eritrean
revolution EFLNA waged strong propaganda campaigns against the
Ethiopian aggressors, Eritrean traitors, Ethiopian chauvinists, the U S im-
perialists, the Israeli zionists and the Soviet revisionist agression in our
country In all our literature we defended the ust and revolutionary nature
of our people’s struggle against the ferocious attacks of opportunists and
demagogues. We exposed the fascistic nature of the military junta in Ethi-
opia. At the same time we widely publicized the EPLF and the revolution-
ary deeds it practiced—the shining military victories scored, its self-reliant
efforts, the struggle it waged to organize and arm the masses and solve their
democratic questions. Today our people’s heroic struggle has become a well
known issue throughout the world and enjoys warm support among a large
number of progressive and revolutionary forces in the world.

Another chief task which EFLNA has given special attention to is the uni-
ty of all patriotic and revolutionary Eritreans around a correct political line.
From the outset we struggled for the unity of patriotic organizations abroad
under EPLF leadership With this in mind EFLNA struggled to forge good
relations with the Eritreans for Liberation in Europe (EFLE) and the
Eritrean student movement in the Middle East. It was in realization of the
necessity of uniting patriotic Eritreans that EFLNA took the initiative and
played an active part in signing the Pavia Declaration in 1973
with EFLE and GUES Cairo Our sincere desire and active struggle for the
unity of the democratic forces of the Eritrean liberation movement was based
on our firm belief that the granite like unitey of all patriotic and revolu-
tionary forces around the EPLF was an indispensable condition for the vic-
tory of our revolution. In this spirit EFLNA decided in its seventh congress
to become EPLF’s mass organization. To us this step was historic for it
¢ strenghtens the unity of the progressive forces and accelerates the fall of
the reactionaries and opportunists in Eritrea. We assessed the significance
of our becoming a mass organization of the EPLF in that the unity of all
progressive and patriotic forces under the leadership of the EPLF is ab-
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re . - . f our country and for the liberation of our
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people. It is therefore to keep this tradition of revolutionary struggle that
we have disassociated ourselves from the EPLF leadership and have decided
to expose its capitulationist line.
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Differences We Hold
With EPLF Leadership

The questions that separate us with the EPLF leadership are questions of
principle and strategy In this section we will deal with our dif-
ferences—on the question of friends and enemies, on revisionism, on the
fascist Dergue and on peaceful solution—but before we go into this a brief
assessment of the present situation in Eritrea and in particular the alignment
and balance of forces in the past two years is in order

Thon wmnt domen mommen bneyy bnne who coomos 2 ot oL “be balance of forces
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praising the junta as an ‘‘anti-imperialist * force and its fascism as ‘‘revolu-
tion’” This is for instance what mercenary Chief Fidel Castro said of fascist
Menghistu when the latter visited Cuba in early May 1978 ‘“We have great
confidence in Comrade Menghistu because of his revolutionary foresight,
character audacity and courage. Menghistu is, above all, an honest and
revolutionary man Menghistu is a staunch advocate of
Marxism-Leninism. > Granma, May 7, 1978) While praising the junta the
revisionists have been at the same time viciously attacking and slandering
the just and revolutionary struggle of the Eritrean people as ‘‘reaction in-
spired, imperialist instigated, secessionist movement. On March 15, 1978 a
Pravda editorial attacked the Eritrean struggle as ‘objectively helping the
realization of imperialist designs’ and reiterated the Kremlin’s ‘‘ideological
and political prerogative to fully support the fascist junta.

The Soviet-led revisionists intervention against the Eritrean revolution is
unparalleled in scale. The millions of dollars worth of arms they have sup-
plied to the fascist junta is being used in the destruction of Eritrean fac-
tories, schools, mosques, hospitals and in the killing and displacing of tens
of thousands of innocent civilians. Their advisors plan and direct the
junta’s war efforts, thousands of Cuban mercenary troops have been and
are taking active part in battle engagements.

While chiefly engaged in trying to militarily crush the Eritrean revolution
the Soviet led revisionists have posed themselves as proponents of ‘‘a
peaceful solution to the Eritrean question.” This, however, has been and is
to disguise their true intentions, confuse world pulbic opinion and dupe the
Eritrean liberation struggle. Its aim is to disarm the Eritrean people and
have them capitulate to the Ethiopian fascist occupationists. Their so-called

peaceful solution ’ is under the condition of maintaining ¢‘the territorial
integrity of Ethiopia > As Castro put it, what the revisionists mean by
¢ peaceful solution’ is that ‘Cuba. supports a peaceful and just
solution. to the national question, within the framework of an Ethiopian
revolutionary state that would safeguard as an inalienable right its unity, in-
o - ' .1, 1978)

~ v . -

tion.

U S. imperialism though ousted by its chief rival Soviet revisionism from
the dominant position it had held in Ethiopia, it has been and is making
concerted efforts to sabotage and subvert the Eritrean revolution. Under
the signboard of concern’ for the Eritrean people the United States and
British imperialist chiefs have been calling for a ‘‘peaceful solution’’ and
“‘federation’’ as a solution to the Eritrean question. At the same time like
Soviet-led revisionism they have also made their committment to ‘‘the ter-
ritorial integrity of Ethiopia’® absolutely clear The arch-revisionist Tito
eloquently echoed his U S imperialist masters’ position in regards to the
Eritrean question when he stated ‘‘In the Horn of Africa it is necessary to
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clique.

It is therefore, in the face of these overwhelming odds that the Eritrean
revolution has made a rapid advance and registered victories unparalleled in
its whole history Unperturbed by the multiplicity and powerfulness of their
enemies the Eritrean people have stood firm and determined to take the
struggle to its logical conclusion and deal the enemy the final blow The

I
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On Friends and Enemies

The world is divided into two irreconcilable camps—that of revolution on
one hand and counter-revolution on the other The socialist countries, the
struggle of the oppressed people for independence and liberation, the pro-
letariat of the capitalist countries fighting for socialist revolution all support
each other in the fight against their common enemies—imperialism, revi-
sionism colonialism, zionism and all reaction. In their turn imperialism,
revisionism, colonialism, zionism and all reaction have their guns directed
against the socialist countries, national liberation movements and the inter-
national proletarian movement to crush the revolutionary camp.

US-led imperialism although faced with humiliating defeats at the hands
of the oppressed peoples in all corners of the world is still subjugating the
people with the use of violence and deception. The Soviet-led modern revi-
sionism is also a worldwide phenomenon working against the Socialist
countries, the national liberation movements and the working class in the
capitalist countries to undermine the camp of revolution and to strengthen
the camp of counter-revolution In a fierce competition with US-led im-
perialism to expand its spheres of influence, the USSR is under the guise of

‘socialism, > ¢ proletarian internationalism etc. allied with reactionary
and fascist regimes to crush the democratic struggle of the oppressed and
exploited people. U.S imperialism and Soviet-led modern revisionism con-
tend as well as collude in their fierce struggle to control the world, As such
they are deadly enemies of the peoples of the world.

Although U S imperialism has taken a low profile in Ethiopia after the
penetration by Soviet-led modern revisionism, it together with Israeli
zionism still remains to be a staunch supporter of the Fascist Junta and its
colonial war in Eritrea. Since they are against the aspiration of our people
for mdenendence thev remain to be the primary enemies of our revolution,

B JECTNE 2oL Cade 1t€ position very clear It has con-
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The East German revisionists, while feverishly working to consolidate the

Fascist Junta by supplying it with arms and taking over the running of the
notorious ‘security department, ’ are at the same time conspiring with the
opportunist EPLF and ELF leaderships to force our people into
capitulating to the enemy under the guise of peaceful solution.

From this we can sum up that without the all out military and political
support by U.S led imperialism, zionism and Soviet-led revisionism, the
fascist Junta cannot maintain its colonial grip on Eritrea. The objective
condition in Eritrea shows a life and death struggle between the people of
Eritrea on one hand and the Fascist Junta, its masters and internal reaction
on the other

This being the reality in Eritrea, we will now examine the position of the
opportunist leaderships of the EPLF and ELF on this strategic question of
identifying the real enemies and real friends of our revolution.

The Soviet-led revisionist countries while fully absorbed in a military
campaign to crush our revolution in the battlefield they are at the same time
using deception and blackmail in the diplomatic field. While they fully sup-
port the Fascist Junta s war of aggression, they demagogically claim their

non-involvement in the war and their desire for a ¢ peaceful solution.
Despite these counter-revolutionary activities the EPLF opportunists have
this to say

‘We have never for any reason considered the Soviet Union as our enemy as
an imperialist-force, as a capitalist system and as a counter-revolutionary force.
By the same token, we have never considered the parties and liberation
movements, whose wrong political positions we criticize as forces of counter-
revolution. (EPLF’s message to EFLNA s 9th Congress and AEWNA s 2nd
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The Soviet Union, instead of supporting the just revolutionary struggle,
is working hard to crush it. Instead of siding with the militant democratic
struggle of the Ethiopian people, is arming the bloody fascists who have
made it their duty to liquidate any democratic opposition. These anti-people
and counter-revolutionary activities in Eritrea, Ethiopia and other parts of
the world cannot allow the Soviet Union the honor of belonging to the camp
of revolution.

‘With their entire policy and practice, the Khruschevite revisionists have
placed themselves outside the anti-imperialist front. To include the revisionists
in this front means to introduce the fifth column, the ‘Trojan Horse’ and to
undermine it from within. (Enver Hoxha, Report to 5th Congress of PLA Pg.
137)

By presenting the unprecedented aggression by the Soviet-led revisionists
in our country and their holy alliance’ with the blood stained fascists in
the campaign of terror in Ethiopia as the work of a socialist country, the op-
portunist EPLF leadership is trying to portray Socialism as an order that
thrives on aggression and exploitation as opposed to what it really is—a
system where there is no exploitation and is against all aggression and reac-
tion. The dissemination of such anti-Marxist-Leninist analysis would create
among the masses a wrong impression of socialism, hurt their desire and
high resolve towards building socialism.

The opportunist EPLF and ELF leaderships deliberately cover the crimes
being committed by the Soviet-led revisionists against the revolution either
by underplaying their involvement or attributing their involvement to lack
of information on the nature of our revolution or even completely denying
their participation. The EPLF says.

.Since the recent stand of all socialist countries is to seek a peaceful solu-
tion to the Eritrean case, it has been officially stated that Cuban troops will not
take part in Eritrea. At this time they do not have any participation inside
Eritrea (Vanguard Vol.3 No.7 1978) (our emphasis)

The out and out reactionary ELF leadership after two years of counter-
revolutionary activities of the USSR and its Cuban mercenaries in Eritrea
said,
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By stubbornly claiming that these declared enemies of our people are real
friends, the EPLF and ELF opportunists have put their own bourgeois class
interest fi}ggng _preferred to give in to the enemy Their demagogy not-
withstanding they are objectively reinforcing imperialism and colonialism
while undermining and sabotaging revolution and socialism.

Basing themselves on the unscientific thesis that the Soviet Union is still a
great socialist country the two opportunist leaderships have made chains of
strategic and tactical blunders endangering the victory of our revolution.
They have without shame called all the mercenaries of Soviet Union, the
reactionaries that have their hands stained with the blood of our heroic peo-
ple, strategic allies of the revolution.

In trying to avoid the antagonistic contradiction that exists between our
people and the PDRY aggressors, the EPLF says. ¢ because of some
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counter-revolutionaries they will never succeed. The PDRY as puppets of
USSR cannot have a different stand on Eritrea from that of the Soviet
Union and other revisionists. The Ethiopian Herald July 29 1978) reported
a solidarity statement to the hangman Mengistu by the PDRY leaders that
expressed ‘‘the oy of the government and the people of PDRY at the vic-
tory achieved by the Ethiopian revolutionary army against invading forces
in the South and the East of the country and also at the victory now being
repeated against secessionist enemy in North of the country >’ (Our
emphasis

At a time when the people of the world, disgusted with the unprecedented
counter-revolutionary conspiracy of the Soviet-led revisionist countries to
crush the burning flame of revolution in Eritrea, are calling for an uncom-
promising struggle against t, to show an attitude of conciliation and com-
promise towards the blood thirsty enemies of our people is naked betrayal
on the part of the leaders of the revolution. Here is how the apologists of
Soviet revisionism, the treacherous ELF leadership argues in full support of
counter-revolution in Eritrea, Ethiopia and the world at large. We staun-
chly believe the support of the socialist camp read. revisionist camp Ed.]
and that of the world democratic and progressive forces to the democratic
and revolutionary forces in Ethiopia is not against the people of Eritrea and
their democratic and revolutionary forces, but in our opinion is a support to
the national liberation movement in the Horn of Africa, the revolution in
Africa, and the Middle East in general. This support which might seem at
first glance as being purely in favor of Ethiopia, if taken from the angle of
Ethiopia-Eritrea conflict, constitutes, both in the near and far future,
decisive factor in defeating and blocking the way of the return of imperialist
domination to the area as it also implies the activity of the agents of im-
perialist domination to the area as it cripples the activity of the agents of im-
perialist in the region. (ELF Eritrean Revolution Vol.2 No.6 Feb-Mar
1978) (Our emphasis)

The EPLF leaders also sing the same tune as ELF leaders,

¢¢The nrecent racime in Bthinnia hao ssadacéalian amean cafooo M1

1.7 July 1978)

Our differences are therefore clea -
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Ethiopia.
Ethiopian agriculture has inexhaustable potentials. The country is extreme-

ly rich in livestock. Over its vast territory products of both tropical and
temperate zones can be grown. By establishing agro-industrial combines, it
would be possible to insure the supply of our country with animal feed proteins.
We could also procure coffee, cotton and other products in the Ethiopian
market. The quality of raw leather goods is good. Ethiopia may be an import-
ant market for our industry. Talks concerning the supply of vehicles have al-
ready started, Ethiopia could stock its park of buses by buying from Hungary
Ethiopian development may be an important outlet for certain sectors of our
machine building industry. The Ethiopian textile industry is an excellent oppor-
tunity for the textile-mill machinery manufactured in Hungary Cooperation
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force of arms by the ruling classes of USSR, Cuba and other revisionist
countries to force their revisionist road of non-capitalist development in
Ethiopia, Eritrea and throughout the region

It is very decisive for our revolution to identify its friends and enemies as
it is based on this, that it can chart out correct strategy and tactics.
However, the leaders of our revolution, for the sake of their own
bourgeois class interest have made a grave strategic error They have allied
with our hated enemies and have condemned our real friends. As such they
have turned kind and considerate to the enemy but ruthless to the masses.
The EPLF leadership has shamelessly objected to ‘the use of our propagan-
da machinery against Soviet Union (EPLF’s message to AESNA’s 9th
Congress and AEWNA s 2nd Congress)

It is only when we identify our real enemies from real friends that our
revolution can succeed. It is only when we face the reality that we can
assesss the strength and weakness of our enemies from a strategic and tac-
tical point of view and accordingly prepare ourselves for an all round pro-
tracted struggle in the military political, ideological and diplomatic fields.
All attempts by the apologists of counter-revolution to present as friends
the enemies of the people leads the revolution to disaster It prevents the
masses from developing deep class hatred over their enemies, dampens their
vigilance and fighting spirit It allows one to shoot but not to kill.

As the final victory of our revolution approaches, the opportunist leader-
ships of the EPLF and ELF have chosen the road of capitulation to the
USSR. (Nevertheless this is not new in the history of our revolution. The
treacherous Sabbe clique has offered itself as a counter-revolutionary pup-
pet to U S. imperialism when it invited the U S to fight Soviet aggression in
Eritrea. (see Eritrea in Struggle Vol.3 No.6 March 1978)

Thus today the opportunist leaderships of the EPLF and ELF are no bet-
ter than the Sabbe opportunist clique in selling out our revolution to the
enemy by relying on the ¢ socialist’” Soviet Union to ‘‘fight’’ against U S.
imperialism

To prevent the broad masses and fighters from identifying their enemies
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nuine revolutionary forces.

b. On Revisionism

Modern revisionism, headed by the Soviet Union constitutes a great
danger to the revolutionary movement of the international proletariat and
the national liberation struggles of the oppressed peoples Krushchevite
revisionism, the main of the various revisionist trends, has as is primary aim
the liquidation of the struggle for national liberation and socialism,
strengthening the capitalist system and restoring it where it was overthrown.
Spearheading their main struggle against Marxism-Leninism, the only
ideology that can guide the masses to liberation, the modern revisinists
headed by the Soviet Union, demaogically promote social democratic
politics in the service of the bourgeoisie and imperialism. The Krushchevite
revisionists have and are still committing counter-revolutionary sabotage
against workers’ movements, the international communist movement and
the national liberation movement

Therefore, the struggle against Soviet-led modern revisionism is a major
question of principle upon which hinges the fate of the revolutionary move-
ment and the achievement of genuine independence and liberation. As part
of the world revolutionary movement, the struggle of the Eritrean people
against imperialism, colonialism and internal reaction has of necessity to
combat modern revisionism as a dangerous and counter-revolutionary trend
that can corrode and crush the people’s revolution from within. As Lenin
pointed out, The fight against imperialism is a sham and humbug unless it
is inseperably bound up with the fight against opportunism

Aware of the importance of the struggle against revisionism, our
organizations have in the past year and a half pointed out to the EPLF
leadership the danger that ensues from not taking a clear stand on revi-
sionism and from not combatting it as a counter-revolutionary trend. In-
stead of positively responding to our views, the EPLF leadership has been
(itself) spreading illusion among the fighting masses on this question. In
fact, the EPLF leadership, denying the counter-revolutionary role of the
modern revisionists headed by Soviet Union defends them as socialist
among the masses. The EPLF leadership, especialy as of late, has begun
labelling anyone who exposes modern revisionism as anarchist’’ and

adventurist. > While they hinder the Eritrean revolutionaries who stand-up
to expose the danger of modern revisionism, they reserve for themselves the
unlimited right to propagate revisionist ideas through their internal
theoretical organ Spark.

When confronted, they try to cover their treachery by claiming, ¢ As we
have said time and again, since we are a Front and not a party it is wrong to
give priority to, and to set the focus of our struggle by indulging ourselves in
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poitical questions on which we have a clear stand, leave alone on other con-
troversial ideological questions. (EPLF’s message to EFLNA s 9th con-
gress and AESNA’s 2nd congress.
Despite the EPLF leadership’s effort to create an illusion that it can
stand aloof from the struggle between Marxism-Leninism and revisionism,
in real life there is no middle road. In practice—the EPLF leadership has ex-
posed itself as a proponent of revisionism within the ranks of the Eritrean
national liberation movement. Through its sophisticated demagogy the
EPLF leadership is attempting to impose revisionist theories on the masses
in the name of Marxism-Leninism.
The EPLF leadership, through its internal theoretical organ, Spark has
_been disseminating revisionist ideas of the Soviet Union on fundamental
questions such as class struggle, dictatorship of the proletariat, the leader
“ship of the proletarian party, the role of trade unions and other mass
organizations etc. (In the future we will expose the revisionist ideas on these
and other subjects which the EPLF leadership has been and is spreading

The EPLF leadership promotes the Soviet-led revisionist countries as
socialist countries, the revisionist parties as Marxist-Leninist parties and
denigrates the genuine socialist countries and Marxist-Leninist parties.

Recognizing this dangerous trend in our revolution, we have fought
against it. While within the EPLF we criticized and opposed these revi-
sionist ideas. EFLNA, through its Tigrigna theoretical organ Nekhat strug-
gled to disseminate Marxism-Leninism and expose modern revisionism in
front of the masses. However the opportunist EPLF leadership, who are
terrorized by the growth in the revolutionary consciousness of the heroic
Eritrean masses and afraid that further deepening of the masses ideological
and political level, would enable them to clearly identify their real enemies
and real friends attempted to put a lid over the erupting struggle against revi-
sionism amongst Eritrean revolutionaries A clear example of this is the
banning of EFLNA’s publications from distribution inside Eritrea and
through EPLF offices abroad

Our people’s struggle against modern revisionism cannot be seen in isola-
tion from their heroic resistance against the holy alliance of the U S. led im-
perialists, Soviet-led revisionists and the Fascist Ethiopian junta. The
brilliant victories achieved by our fighting masses is objectively against and
is weakening imperialism and revisionism. However unless the stubborn
resistance of our heroic masses to imperialist and revisionist aggression is
backed by a conscious ideological and political struggle, it cannot triumph
over its enemies
At a time when the Eritrean revolution i. under the onslaught of both exter-
nal and internal enemies and is in the midst of a life and death struggle
against U S led imperialism and Soviet-led revisionism—the opportunist
leaderships of EPLF and ELF have shamelessly capitulated and have
become tools of Soviet-led revisionism. Therefore, all Eritrean revolu-
tionaries are duty bound to fight and expose revisionism and opportunism
in their ranks in order to advance the Eritrean people’s revolution forward.
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¢. On the Ethiopian Military Junta

Regarding our difference with the EPLF and ELF leadership on the
nature of the military unta in Ethiopia, we will only briefly show here how
they see the question while our position is presented in detail in the Appen-
dix part entitled Against the Ethiopian Military Junta and In Defence of
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issues of substance raised by the revolution, among which is the question of
the fascist junta.

Until recently the EPLF leadership held that what is reigning in Ethiopia
is fascism, that despite its high sounding slogans of ‘‘socialism’’ the military
junta is not anti-imperialist. In its monthly theoretical organ Spark(Vol.3
No.7 Feb. 1978) it put out an indepth analysis on the fascist junta its
historical background, its barbaric attrocities and its dependence on im-
perialism etc.

Recent developments, however reveal a change in EPLF’s characteriza-
tion of the unta. In two of its recent but most important publications that
exclusively deal with this and similar topics Vanguard Vol.3 No.7 July
1978 Memorandum to Progressive Forces, April 1978) and interviews with
foreign ournalists the EPLF leadership has dropped the word fascist from
its vocabulary to characterize the nature of the unta. It claims the regime

can be said neither progressive nor democratic’’ but it is not sure of it is a
fascist. We think this change of attitude cannot be seen in isolation from the
overall degeneration of EPLF’s political line and its fast capitulation to the
Soviet revisionism. It is very difficult for a leadership that vigorously
defends the USSR, lauds it to the sky as the savior of mankind, at the same
time to openly expose its reactionary alliance with a fascist regime. This is
the crux of the matter

The masses ask ‘how come a socialist revisionist USSR Ed. country ally
with a number one fascist regime like Mengistu’s? > The EPLF leadership
however chose to reconcile fascism with anti-imperialism for the sake of its
own bourgeois class interest.

‘On one side was the pressure exerted by the Ethiopian mases to cut off rela-
tions with imperialism, zionism and other reactionary forces, and on the op-
posite side was the Dergue’s common class interest with imperialism and
zionism. After oscillating between the two forces for quite a while, finally the
Dergue cut off its alliance with imperialism because the storm of the masses was
the stronger force.  Vanguard Vol.3 No.7 July 1978)

The opportunist EPLF leadership has not yet come up and explicitly call-
ed the junta anti-imperialist. However all its characterization do not mean
anything else.

In our surrounding, those regimes who, by severing their ties with imperialism
and strengthening their relations with socialist countries, are struggling against
imperialism are quite a few However this does not mean that the systems they
have established are democratic systems of the masses—representing the
workers, peasants and other oppressed classes, safeguarding the economic,
social or cultural interests of the same, and abolishing exploitation. The nature
of the Dergue so far is also the same.  Vanguard V.3 No.7 July 1978)

Of course, it is no surprise if the EPLF leadership follows the footsteps of
its mentor, the Soviet revisionists in praising the ‘changes made by the
fascist junta who is supposed to have:

- X lism, zionism and reactionary forces. Also in
) ile, the Dergue struggles to form an anti-
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imperialist front that includes even non-progressive forces. (Vanguard Vol. 3
No.7)

By telling us that the junta’s ‘“‘break with imperialism has ‘“‘brought
about big political changes in the Horn of Africa’ the EPLF leadership
recognizes the fascist junta as an anti-imperialist leader that puts to practice
all demands of the people—the cutting of relationship with US im-
perialism, zionism etc.

The decision by the opportunist EPLF leadership to revise its once correct
stand on the fascist junta can best be understood from the following quota-
tion.

At a time when the political stand of the strategic friends of the Eritrean
revolution are on the side of the Ethiopian regime the contradiction between
E'thiopian colonialism and the Eritrean question is in a complicated situation.
(Vanguard Vol. 3 No. 7)

The capitulationist EPLF and ELF leaderships in their attempt to justify
Soviet revisionist’ shameless marriage with a blood-soaked fascist regime,
they have come up with a series of strange characterization of the junta. The
ELF for instance, talks of the two wings forming the junta. “‘the
democratic wing’’ and the dominating rightist, fanatical, chauvinistic
wing.’ It talks of the imaginary democratic wing with great passion. Ac-
tually the ELF leadership has left the destiny of our revolution to this
“‘democrtic force’ within the Dergue.

‘There have been some changes. And there now is a revolutionary group inside
the ruling junta which strongly believes in the right of the Eritrean people for
self-determination and national independence. (Eritrean Newsletter Issue No.
23 May 1978)

The overall understanding of the treacherous ELF leadership on the
fascist junta is that it calls it chauvinistic for is aggressive war in Eritrea
while presenting it as champion of real social changes in Ethiopia, thanks to
the help of the ¢ socialist’’ countries.
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As for the fascist unta, its counter-revolutionary nature is revealed in its
daily whipping up of chauvinist hysteria among the downtrodden peasants
under the false claim of Arab invasion to use them as cannon-fodder in
its unjust expansionist war in Eritrea. Its fake socialism is nothing else but
the perpetuation of hunger disease and degradation by forcibly snatching
away of the hard-earned bread from the mouth of the oppressed Ethiopian
masses under the slogan of everything for the war front In full col-
laboration with Soviet-led revisionism it has in the most Hitlerite manner
massacred the best fighting sons and daughters of Ethiopia.

The so-called anti-imperialism of the fascist junta is a hoax. It is a
deliberate but most criminal line of conciliation with modern revisionism
Although the U S imperialists and Israeli zionists have taken a low profile
after the penetration by the Soviet-led revisionists in Ethiopia it is absolute-
ly erroneous to claim as do the opportunist leadership of EPLF and ELF
that the fascist unta has cut off relationships with U S imperialism and
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d. On Peaceful Solution

In the course of the long independence struggle, the Eritrean struggle has
traversed through many twists and turns defeating and exposing all
pressures and encirclements by its enemies. The enemies of our revolution,
while making every effort to militarily crush it, have at the same time called
for ‘‘peaceful solution’” especially at a time when they have been severaly
punished, in an attempt to disguise their real intentions. Such being the case
any call by the fascist Dergue and its imperialist, revisionist masters for a
‘“‘negotiated settlement to the Eritrean problem’’ should never be taken
seriously What has been proven in Eritrea in particular in the course of the
17 years of the armed struggle is that only by persisting on the road of
armed revolution can our people win complete victory and that the Ethio-
pian colonialists will never abandon their aggressive policy voluntarily To
harbor the illusion that the Ethiopian aggressors can solve the Eritrean
question peacefully has very dangerous consequences for the fate of our
revolution. The view that the only road to victory is through armed struggle
and that only when they are completely defeated will the Ethiopian col-
onialists be driven out of Eritrea is a principle of cardinal importance which
must be maintained at all times.

Any consideration of peace negotiations with the Ethiopian aggressors
 must be based on the correct and scientific interpretation of the concepts of
war and peace. To pursue peaceful negotiations as the main form of strug-
gle is tantamount to pinning one’s fate on the enemy which inevitably leads
to disaster We should not be opposed to peace negotiations in principle.
But to maintain that only through peaceful negotiations can we achieve a
correct solution is erroneous. Peaceful negotiations can be used as a form of
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. CLE o ti m in Eritrea, the EPLF and ELF leader

. - a7 . - med struggle and prepare the people fo

: . ..z ling the illusion that a negotiated settle

- © . . opian fascists In a joint press statemen._

- ' [ on the two leaderships publicly declared

tnexr reaamness 1or negouations with the fascist Dergue without pre-

conditions and that the war between the Eritrean people and Ethiopian col-

onialism is not in the interest of the Eritrean and Ethiopian peoples the full
text of the statement is in Appendix VIII)

Below we will expose the reactionary essence of this declaration.

1 In their press release the two leaderships said, ‘‘the continuation and
intensification of the war between Eritrea and Ethiopia does not serve the
interests of the two peoples and their victories. It brings much suffering and
destruction for the Eritrean people and the peoples of Ethiopia. ”’

This statement negates the ustness of the cause our people have been and
are still fighting for with such heroism and heavy sacrifice. The people of
Eritrea have up to now paid great sacrifices and shed their blood to achieve
the sacred goal of freedom and independence; they are resolved to continue
paying the necessary sacrifices until their aspiration is fulfilled. The road to
safeguard their interest being through armed struggle, its continuation is
certainly in the interest of our people. It is only by persisting in armed strug-
gle that our people can crush 1mper1allsm rev151omsm colomallsm zionism
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sionist sustainers.

This is the only scientific concept of war and peace and was maintained
by the EPLF leadership until very recently

We would like to ask the EPLF and ELF leaders why was this question of
principle negated in their Beirut press release to the whole world? We can
only say that they have turned into faithful propagators of the revisionist
thesis that the struggle for national and social liberation is ¢ the destruction
of mankind instead of being the means to destroy all oppression and bring
salvation of mankind.

2. The press release further states its readiness to negotiate with the
Ethiopian government for a just peaceful solution of the Eritrean case
based on the right to self-determination and on just and democratic prin-
ciples without pre-conditions’’

This statement completely negates the aim of the Eritrean revolution.
Ethiopia has forcefully occupied Eritrea, therefore before any peace
negotiations the Ethiopian aggressors must accept that they have forcibly
occupied a land that is not theirs and must recognize the independence of
the Eritrean people. It is then and only then that peace negotiations can take
place. The talk with the Ethiopian occupationists must never be for the pur-
pose of discussing the legitimacy of Eritrean independence but other issues
related with the ceasing of the war the withdrawal of enemy troops, the

- payment of war damages etc.
' In short, we consider peace negotiation with the Ethiopian aggressors on-
7 ly when they fulfill the pré-condition of recognizing Eritrea s full in-
' dependence. This being a question of principle it cannot be presented as a
tactic. It was because it recognized this as the cornerstone for any possible
peace negotiations with the Ethiopian government that the historic First
Congress of EPLF put it in clear terms in its resolutions. ‘“The EPLF is
prepared to enter into discussion for a peaceful solution when colonialist
Ethiopia.
1 Recognizes the right of the Eritrean people to self-determination and
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fascist junta without preconditions 1S wWrong ana UnNprincipied. rurier-
more, it threatens the much needed unity of the Eritrean people.

Just a little over two years ago, Osman Saleh Sabbe, the then official
spokesman of the oint ELF Ex Foreign Mission that was formed after the
infamous Khartoum agreement in a briefing with an Egyptian paper Akbar
Aliom of 26 May 1976 in regard to the peace proposal by the Ethiopian
government said that:

““Neither the Ethiopian military government nor us should present any precon-
dition before we meet, Though our goal is for independence, we will not
insist that independence be the starting point to our negotiation with
Ethiopia.

To this treacherous and opportunist sellout by the counter-revolutionary
Sabbe, the EPLF angrily replied in Vanguard Vol.1 No.20, Sept. ‘76:

‘The statement given by the official spokesman that the Eritrean revolution
should not insist on a pre-condition in negotiating with Ethiopia, is an attempt
to obliterate the 15 year struggle of the Eritrean people. We consider tail-




play the decisive role. Therefore, in order to be an influencing force, we must
be thoroughly resolute and not be receptive to all sorts of influences. (EPLF
Vanguard Vol. 1 No. 20 Sep ’76)

The EPLF was so serious on this important issue of principle that it dealt
with it in greater detail in its special pamphlet No. 3 of October 1974, and
Vanguard No. 22 of November 1976 Finally the First Congress of the
EPLF gave a legal weight to the subject by stating it in clear terms.

We would like to ask the opportunist EPLF leadership what the changes
““with regards to the world situation are that forced them to sit with the
fascist junta without pre-conditions. We do not see the slightest change in
the fascist junta’s position vis-a-vis the Eritrean question. The Eritrean in-
dependence struggle is still just and revolutionary Only the capitulationist
leaders of the EPLF have changed their principle—falling in line with the
counter-revolutionary and traitor Sabbe.

Following is one of the series of propaganda campaigns the capitula-
tionist leaders are waging to confuse the peopie on the nature of their un-
principled and illegal talks with the fascist junta and to belittle the crime
they have committed.

““Although these pre-conditions are just and reflect the objective conditions in
Eritrea, the Eritrean liberation movement has taken a new peace initiative and
has expressed its readiness to negotiate with the Ethiopian regime for a just
peaceful solution based on the right to self-determination without pre-
conditions. (EPLF Vanguard Vol.3 No.7 July ’78)

The opportunist EPLF leadership has said it all It believes the ‘‘objective
condition in Eritrea’ calls for a pre-condition on our part, to consider
negotiations with the fascist junta. However because it is an opportunist
leadership that would like to live in ‘‘peace’’ with revisionists and killers of
our people it took ‘‘a new peace initiative’’ that is against the objective con-
dition in Eritrea.

3 The press statement continues ° The joint Supreme Political
leadershlp underscores the necessitv of a peaceful solution and expresses its

. . .= 2. ... .. . pian government for a just peaceful

et T . . theright to self-determination and on

‘ P . 1t pre-conditions.”’
e g “ion of the fascist junta on the inter-
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It is ridiculous to cherish illusions that people who do not fight for ‘the right
to self-determination’ of the oppressed nations, while they themselves belong to
the oppressor rations, are capable of practicing socialist policies. (Lenin,

\ Against Imperialist War Progress Publishers, Moscow 1966, Pg. 126)
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outright betrayal.

The opportunist EPLF leadership might say ¢ after all, such action was
taken only for tactical reasons and has nothing to do with betraying the
revolution.”” They could even say that the EPLF took this peace initiative
because they wanted to prove to the ‘‘friends and allies’’ of our revolution
that we are not war-mongers, that we want peace,that we have to listen to
our friends lest we get isolated etc.

Outwardly these arguments seem convincing and we are sure the EPLF
leaders would confuse the people with such high-sounding arguments. As
we have already pointed out the opportunist and capitulationist line of the
EPLF leadership having not yet been exposed to the masses, the EPLF
leaders will exploit the genuine confidence the people have on them for
quite a while.

Going back to the question of strategy and tactics, the EPLF leadership
cannot say the question of sitting with pre-conditions is only a tactic that
you can change any time you feel like doing so. It is a principle that must
firmly be adhered to. In the following quotation the EPLF leadership tries
to deceive the people by pretending to adhere to principles while already it
has said the peace proposal is only a tactic and not a principle.

STl . = S LTI T Ln Pas Aacdatad and wwill avar Aaviata
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enemy
‘The necessity of the progressive forces
the initiative in overcoming the difficult
war in Eritrea and enabling the Eritrean -
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determination and to build their future by their free will, and in a manner that
safeguards the joint interest of the Ethiopian and Eritrean peoples and con-
solidates the foundation of friendship and solidarity between the Eritrean and
Ethiopian revolution. (ELF Eritrean Revolution Vol. 2 No. 6, 1978)

We can safely conclude that the propaganda by the capitulationist leader-
ships of the EPLF and ELF about their new peace initiative is nothing but a
peace initiative designed and imposed by Soviet-led revisionism. This is
glaringly evident from the overdose of out and out revisionist concepts in-
corporated in that short press release by the two leaderships in the name of
our revolution.

Recent developments show that the two leaderships having already
betrayed the revolution by their peace proposal without pre-conditions are
making a big noise on having successfully exposed the Dergue in front of
the friends of our revolution. But the fact is that what the EPLF and
ELF leaderships call ¢ friends and strategic allies of our revolution, that
are supposedly concerned about peace in Eritrea are the conglomerate of
counter-revolutionary revisionist countries that have vowed to exterminate
the Eritrean people by allying with the fascist junta. Hence any action on
the part of our revolution that is directed with the specific purpose of satis-
fying the wishes and dictates of these forces can lead nowhere but capitula-
tion and defeat.

Already the reactionary ELF leadership has given up the necessity of the
armed struggle as the main form of struggle for independence and libera-
tion, and is preaching peace with the fascists.

‘We strongly believe that only peaceful and democratic solution can serve the
best interests of the Eritrean and Ethiopian peoples. This will inevitably
triumph when the democratic and revolutionary forces in Ethiopia secure the
state power (ELF Eritrean Newsletter No. 27 Sept 1, 1978)

It must be stressed here that our people are waging armed national libera-
tion struggle for independence and are convinced that it is the only road to
victory not because they do not desire peace but becanse thev have learned
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section we will deal in brief how our organizations per-
promising struggle against the capitulationist line being
\ . .1dership while at the same time worked for unity against
tor- N . revolution.




The Struggle EFLNA and
AEWNA Waged Inside EPLF

‘Without the freedom of discussion and criticism, the proletariat does
not recognize unity of action. For that reason, intelligent workers must
never forget that sometimes serious violations of principle occur which
make the break-off or organizational relations absolutely necessary ** (V I
Lenin, On Organization, Proletarian Publishers, p.20)

This profound teaching of Lenin has great relevance to the experience of
our organizational relationship with the EPLF during the past two years
and the correct step we have taken in breaking off relations with the EPLF
leadership. Throughout the years we had been EPLF’s mass organiza-
tions, EFLNA and AEWNA worked in accordance with the principle of
democratic centralism. By accepting the political leadership of the EPLF,
we strictly followed and implemented the EPLF’s guidelines and direc-
tives. Regarding the EPLF as our leader we were loyal to it and faithfully
carried out its directives. At the same time, we presented our views and
criticisms in the proper manner We never refrained from presenting our
views and struggled for the correct-line. In our relationship with the EPLF,
EFLNA and AEWNA always believed in correcting errors through criticism
and self-criticism. In spite of our correct approach, however the EPLF’s
practice has been to the contrary The EPLF leadership gradually began to
antagonize the harmonious relationship that had existed between our mass
organizations and itself Disregarding our views, the leadership applied cen-
tralism without democracv and tried to impose its erroneous views on us.
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people and the democratic movement of the Ethiopian people to overthrow
the fascist junta see Granma, May 8 and 22, 1977 and New Times, No. 19
20 and 32, August 1977) EFLNA closely followed the new development
and was well aware that it would have an adverse effect on the Eritrean
revolution. We saw the Soviet revisionist move was intended to defend
counter-revolution in the region—in particular, the fascist unta, and mer-
cilessly crush the liberation movements of which our revolution was the
main target We took up this issue for discussion in the second quarterly
meeting of the Central Committee of EFLNA, the standing committees and
chapter representatives held in early May At that meeting, it was resolved
that the Soviet Union is revisionist and was directly posed against our
revolution. Out of this deep concern we had earlier on May 19 1977 sent a
letter to the EPLF Political Bureau pointing out to them about the increased
Soviet involvement and their schemes as well as on the need to oppose this
force and study its nature among ourselves see Appendix I) The EPLF’s
reply to our letter was not serious enough, it was ust simply  Are you tell-
ing us to take a stand on the nature of the Soviet Union

4. EFLNA convinced that the Soviet Union and its puppets as counter-
revolutionary forces were out to crush our revolution persisted on the correct
course it had embarked upon. We believed that the best way to pursue the
matter was by holding extensive discussions with the EPLF leadership.
Thus, in June 1977 we sent a representative to the field. In the series of
talks held with the EPLF leadership, our representative made the point that
the Soviet Union s massive involvement was to put out the flames of revolu-
tion and that as a revolutionary force the EPLF had both the national and
international responsibility to expose and strongly oppose these counter-
revolutionary forces. On our part, the urgency and necessity of also study-
ing the nature of these forces was raised as an important and timely ques-
tion. Our proposal was that while expressing strong opposition to the in-
tervention of these forces it was absolutely necessary to study in a scientific
way their nature. We were of the opinion that we should at least reach a
common understanding of the nature of the Soviet Union within ourselves
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visors, Cuban and South Yemeni mercenary troops The question of Soviet-
led revisionism and putting up an uncompromising struggle against it had
become the burning question for our revolution to resolve. Our people were
experiencing Soviet revisionist’s onslaught daily Why is the Soviet Union
waging a criminal war of aggression against our revolution? How is it that
‘socialist’” countries—the USSR, Cuba, East Germany—are giving all-out
support to the fascist Dergue against our just and revolutionary struggle?
Do we regard the Soviet Union our enemy or our friend? These and other
questions became the popular questions among our people.

Our representative went to the field towards the end of 1977 Obviously
the main topic of discussion was Soviet revisionist aggression. Our represen-
tative reported to the EPLF leadership that our organization was carrying
out thoroguh study on the question of revisionism and presented the
political education program we were studying and expressed that it was ab-
soluetly necessary that a similar study be made among the masses. We
strongly made the point that unless our revolution takes a firm stand on this
question, a dangerous precedent will follow The EPLF leadership again
gave the lame reason that the military situation had created inconveniences
to carry out the task. We believe this was a lame reason because in the past
the EPLF used to give priority to political and ideological clarity as a
criterion for the correct development of the armed struggle and despite the
critical military situation, the political education of the masses and fighters
should and could have continued. It only showed the leadership’s unwill-
ingness to have the question studied. When in particular the question had
become popular among our masses, our side was not convinced by the
EPLF leadership’s reasoning and insisted on taking up the question in the
most urgent manner As to opposing Soviet revisionist intervention, the
EPLF leadership had completely dropped the previous idea of issuing a
statement of opposition which we had agreed upon prior to the convening
of our 8th Congress, on the grounds that the objective situation in the
surrounding region didn t allow it. We were therefore again told not to issue
a statement of onnosition. We snoeested that the 2nd reenlar meetine of the
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Africa, etc.

(8) At the end of 1977 our organization concluded its four month inten-
sive study on revisionism and to sum up our studies regional seminars were
organized in January 1978 A summation paper entitled Marxism-
Leninism Against Revisionism was prepared for the seminars. We sent this
paper along with a cover letter (see Appendix II) to the EPLF leadership
EPLF offices abroad and to the leaderships of the mass organizations
abroad. However we did not receive replies except from the leaders of the
Amnc:atmn of Eritrean Students in Europe and Association of Eritrean
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Serious strateglc error committed by the EPLE (see Appendix IV A and B)
In that letter we pointed out that the EPLF leadership by committing this
error will be held responsible for splitting up the strong unity that had been
built among revolutionary and progressive Eritreans Again the EPLF
leadership did not bother to respond to our letter The EPLF
leadership thus completely disregarding our views and without bringing the
question for discussion among the fighters and the masses arbitrarily took a
stand as it saw fit to its bourgeois class interest What became clearly evi-
dent from this was that the line regarding the Soviet Union and other revi-
sionist countries as socialist countries had consolidated within the EPLF
leadership.

11) Between May 8-11 1978 the First Congress of the Association of
Eritrean Students was held in the liberate city of Keren. AESNA sent
delegates and fully participated in this congress. In this congress too, the
EPLF leadership had made every preparation to impose its erroneous line
on the student movement. The EPLF Secretary General addressed the con-
gress in which he stated that the revisionist countries supporting the fascist

i
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told to drop the correct method of struggle we are following in our publica-
tions. Thus the EPLF leadership had gone as far as to forcibly impose its
reactionary line on us.

Therefore, it is after waging such a long struggle and under such a condi-
tion that we chose to openly expose the opportunist and capitulationist line
of the EPLF leadership, condemn the EPLF leadership and sever all ties
with it rather than submit to its capitulationist line. The EPLF by departing
from the correct line and abandoning the correct principles that had tied us
together has broken our unity This split has occurred because the EPLF
leadership wouldn t heed the views of our mass organizations and because
of its refusal to correct the grave mistakes it has committed on matters of
principle. It means that the EPLF leadership has upset the mutual con-
fidence that had existed between us. Thus the choice given to us was to
either capitulate to its erroneous line or to boldly uphold th correct line and
expose the capitulationist line of the EPLF leadership in front of the
masses. We chose the latter

The EPLF leadership has broken our relationship for it relied only on the
‘““‘unrestricted’ right it had to lead and refused to rectify its mistakes and for
it wanted to command rather than convince. That is why the EPLF leader-
ship shoulders the responsibility of being the greatest splitter of our people’s
revolutionary movement.

In our 9th congress we decided to sever relations with the EPLF leader-
ship and wage an open struggle. Nothing was left that could bind us with the
EPLF leadership. All means of internal struggle was exhausted. The only
remaining way is to struggle openly The other choice was to reconcile with
treason, to accept Soviet-led revisionism, the murderous killer of our people
and other peoples as our ally and friend and to become exponents of revi-
sionism. This we will not do under any circumstances It is not our tradi-
tion, nor the tradition of our heroic people to do such a thing. Our tradition
is to hate and mercilessly fight against our enemies. It is therefore basing
ourselves on this strong convxctlon that we have separated from the
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EFLNA’s 9th Congress and AEWNA’s 2nd Congress are historic ones that
took a firm and bold revolutionary decision in defence of the Eritrean
revolution. In a scientific manner they assessed the grave situation facing
the Eritrean revolution, they dealt in greater detail with the Soviet revi-
sionist intervention against our revolution, the counter-revolutionary
maneuvers of the U S imperialists, the capitulationist line followed by the
EPLF and ELF leadership and the role of our organizations in this crucial
period of national trial.

The issue of focal point in our congresses was the course of betrayal and
kneeling before Soviet-led revisionism that the EPLF leadership has em-
barked upon and the step that our organizations had to take. In the course
of five days of democratic debate the points of differences between us and
the EPLF leadership were thoroughly and broadly discussed. Our ex-
perience with the EPLF and the struggle we waged while we were its mass
organization and in particular in the past one and a half years was summed
up. The capitulationist line of the EPLF leadership was thoroughly ex-
posed.

Over 400 members attended EFLNA’s 9th Congress and over 70 members
attended AEWNA’s 2nd Congress. An atmosphere of vigorous debate
prevailed in our congresses. Realizing that the issue with which the con-
gresses were dealing was crucial to our revolution and would decide the
course of our future struggle, members actively participated in scientifically
analysing international and regional situations. Qur congresses were con-
gresses of stern class struggle, congresses of utmost discipline and
seriousness. Members expressed their bitter class hatred towards all of the
enemies of our people the U S imperialists, the Soviet revisionists, the
Ethiopian fascists, the zionists, internal reaction and the EPLF and RI.F
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Political Resolutions

The Ninth Congress of EFLNA and the Second Congress of AEWNA
unanimously passed the following resolutions:

EPLF LEADERSHIP
I Having capitulated to the intimidation and pressures of the revisionist
Soviet Union and its lackeys for its own bourgeois class interest, the EPLF
leadership is covering up for the Soviet Union and other revisionist coun-
tries aggression and expansion in our country in blatant collusion with the
Ethiopian colonialists and U S led imperialism, zionism and internal reac-
tion. The EPLF leadership presents the revisionist Soviet Union and its pup-
pets as socialists and strategic allies of our revolution. It presents the an-
tagonistic contradiciton between them and our revolution as a contradiction
" = sz - - pthat can be resolved by negitiations. Apply-
U y strategy into practice, the EPLF leadership
==, . ... " heenemies and friends of the Eritrean revolu-
te. e - * . -1leinto a quagmire of reaction. (See Vanguard

II Ethiopian colonialism in Eritrea, fascism in Ethiopia cannot exist
without the alliance of the Ethiopian state with imperialism, zionism,
Soviet-led modern revisionism and internal reaction.

At present, although the fascist junta is further consolidating its ties with
Soviet-led revisionism, it has not yet broken off relations with U S led im-
perialism, zionism and reaction. However it can at any time in the future
limit its relations with Soviet-led revisionism only, breaking all ties with
U S. led imperialism. Conversely it can develop its ties with U S led im-
perialism breaking off all relations with Soviet-led revisionism. Hence, it is
only by relying either on U S led imperialism or Soviet-led revisionism or
on both that the Ethiopian state can continue its colonial rule in Eritrea and
its fascist dictatorship over the Ethiopian people.

[ Co R 3 - oy -
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As for the fascist unta, its counter-revolutionary nature is revealed in its
daily whipping up of chauvinist hysteria among the downtrodden peasants
under the false claim of Arab invasion to use them as cannon-fodder in
its unjust expansionist war in Eritrea. Its fake socialism is nothing else but
the perpetuation of hunger disease and degradation by forcibly snatching
away of the hard-earned bread from the mouth of the oppressed Ethiopian
masses under the slogan of everything for the war front In full col-
laboration with Soviet-led revisionism it has in the most Hitlerite manner
massacred the best fighting sons and daughters of Ethiopia.

The so-called anti-imperialism of the fascist junta is a hoax. It is a
deliberate but most criminal line of conciliation with modern revisionism
Although the U S imperialists and Israeli zionists have taken a low profile
after the penetration by the Soviet-led revisionists in Ethiopia it is absolute-
ly erroneous to claim as do the opportunist leadership of EPLF and ELF
that the fascist unta has cut off relationships with U S imperialism and

- P * imperialist demagogy of the fascist un-
... . . ‘heir economic ties with Ethiopia though

) c - -aperialist countries Politically, too, U S.

-, =2 - - . _ial integrity of Ethiopia and supports its

cLn LT L - - onship with the fascist unta very much
ERTA T .. . ationship we have with Ethiopia, said
S A . -~ conference in Zurich)
oo = oo - v 7 at the opportunist EPLF and ELF leader-
e N v - =rn revisionism in Eritrea have decided to
-+« o r-revolutionary camp. As such they have
-+ s -.cism in Ethiopia and Eritrea, condemned
. oo .7 < _.r lopian masses as reactionary and against
t- - -~ in the region. This is a glaring experience
' SoE s L © 2 of modern revisionism It reverses the
P A + and sabotage their revolution. The two
R o -2 r.ring up for fascism are together with their
2 fasc1st Dergue held responsible for all the crimes it commits




over our revolution and people in alliance with the not yet exposed
counter-revolutionary EPLF leadership.

Therefore, the congress, realizing that the ELF leadership is treacherous
and counter-revolutionary, resolved to strongly condemn if.

“THIRD FORCE”’

The congress strongly condemns the treacherous and counter-
revolutionary Sabbe Clique for its backward and divisive exhortation and
its activities to create a third force’ to strangle the Eritrean revolution us-
ing the fund and material collected in the name of the Eritrean people and
for its ties with U S led imperialism and reactionary Arab countries. The
congress fully supports the opposition and condemnation voiced by the en-
tire Eritrean people and the fighters of the EPLF and ELF against this
traitor and counter-revolutionary clique and calls upon them to persist on
it.

TO THE FIGHTERS OF THE EPLF

The congress hails the heroic and relentless struggle and the un-
precedented victories the fighters of the EPLF are scoring against Ethiopian
colonialism and its sustainers, U S led imperialism, zionism, the Soviet
Union, Cuba and other revisionist countries as well as internal reaction.
While encouraging them to persist on the armed struggle until our people at-
tain their full independence, the congress calls upon them.

a to condemn and expose the counter-revolutionary leadership of the
EPLF which, for the sake of its own bourgeois class interest and ac-
ting in alliance with the counter-revolutionary leadership of the ELF,
as a running dog of Soviet revisionism, is working feverishly to have
the Eritrean people capitulate in front of their enemies.

b to struggle together with the fighters of ELF against the two
treacherous leaderships (EPLF ELF) by lining them parallel with the
internal reaction and Ethiopian colonialism and its sustainers.

o T ¢ T .0 . OF EPLF
o o . . -rganizations of EPLF to condemn
S e leadership of the EPLF and the
= . - -7 ..  for their attempt to force the
s LT - _* < their enemies.

TO ALL FIGHTERS OF ELF

The congress hails the heroic and relentless struggle and the
victories the fighters of the ELF are scoring against Ethiopian
colonialism and its sustainers, U S. led imperialism, zionism, Soviet Union,
Cuba, and other revisionist countries and internal reaction. While en-
couraging them to persist on the armed struggle until our people attain full
independence, the congress calls upon them.

a to condemn and expose the counter-revolutionary ELF leadership,
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b o - : - - the fighters of the EPLF against the two
-, - . . 2 IPLF ELF) by lining them parallel with the
- " iopian colonialism and its sustainers.

TO THE ENTIRE ERITREAN MASSES

The congress calls upon the broad Eritrean masses to condemn and strug-
gle against the counter-revolutionary leaderships of EPLF and ELF, along
with the primary enemies, because they have for their own class interest
capitulated to the revisionist Soviet Union and betrayed the ust and anti-
colonial struggle for which the Eritrean people rose in arms and have shed
their blood for the last 17 years by attempting to divert the Eritrean people
from the correct revoltuionary path of liberation (protracted armed strug-
gle)

TO ALL ERITREAN MARXIST-LENINISTS

The congress calls upon all Eritrean Marxist-Leninists.

a to bein the forefront of the broad masses and fighters in exposing and
condemning the treacherous leadership of the EPLF and ELF which
are working actively to put our people and revolution under the con-
trol of the Soviet revisionists and its puppets.

b to vigorously and persistently work to fulfill their historic mission,
realizing that it is only a vanguard party of the proletariat that can
safeguard the gains of the revolution attained through unparalleled
sacrifice and struggle of our people and to save and guarantee the con-
tinuity of our revolution by extricating it from the quagmire of
modern revisionism and enable our people to attain full independence
and liberation.

. .. OPIA
- congress strongly condemns
the fascist military government of Ethiopia who utilizing its ties with
U S. imperialism, European imperialist countries and zionist Israel,
and the military economic and political support from revisionist
Soviet Union, Cuba and other revisionist countries is pursuing the
policy of*
—colonial and expansionist designs
unleashing fascistic repression against the Eritrean people
—attempts to pitch the Ethiopian peasant masses, through compul-
sion and deception, against the Eritrean masses under various labels
(‘‘voluntary army ’ peoples militia, ‘‘flame, > ‘‘liberation
army’’ etc.)
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—we also condemn the fascist junta for—its conspiracy of ‘peaceful
solution designed to cover-up its defeats, to confuse the people of
Eritrea, Ethiopia and the world and to split the Eritrean revolution.
the total denial of the democratic rights of the broad Ethiopian
masses and the fascistic repression, massacres and terrorism it is
perpetrating against progressive Ethiopians.

b The congress supports the struggle of the Ethiopian masses and their
progressive organizations to smash the existing fascist regime and
build a people’s democratic state in its place.

¢ We support all the progressive and democratic movements of the op-
pressed nationalities in Ethiopia.

d We condemn the counter-revolutionary activities of the feudalists and
other reactionaries

SOVIET UNION AND CUBA

The congress condemns the revisionist Soviet Union, its puppet revi-
sionist countries, parties and organizations realizing that they are part of
the camp of counter-revolution and for-

a supplying the fascist Dergue with arms, mercenary troops, economic,
political, ideological and diplomatic support to crush the just and
revolutionary national liberation struggle of the Eritrean masses and
liquidate the democratic struggle of the Ethiopian masses.

b the counter-revolutionary role they are playing on the political,
ideological, military and economic fields against the socialist coun-
tries, the national liberation struggles and the international communist
movement.

The congress, realizing that without struggling against right oppor-

tunism, and revisionism one cannot fight colonialism and imperialism
resolves to strongly fight modern revisionism in all fields

INTERNATIONAL RESOLUTIONS

The congress.

a condemns the reactionary attempts of the counter-revolutionary
camp, led by the U S. imperialists and Soviet revisionists, to crush the
national liberation movements in the Middle East, the Horn of Africa
and Southern Africa.

b supports the national liberation struggles of the Zimbabwean, Aza-
nian and Namibian peoples.

c. supports the heroic struggie of the people of Palestine against im-
perialism, zionism, revisionism and for the establishment of a
democratic Palestine. It strongly condemns the Sadat treachery which
is concocted by imperialists, revisionists and their puppets, against the
Palestinian revolution and the struggle of the rest of the oppressed
Arab peoples.

d supports the revolutionary struggle of the people of Oman against im-
perialism, its client state of Kabus and the Iranian aggression.
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idonal liberation struggle of the people of Western

supports the struggle of the people of the world in general and that of
Africa, Asia and Latin America in particular against colonialism, neo-
colonialism, imperialism and revisionism.

supports the struggle of the revolutionary and democratic forces in the
capitalist countries in general and that of the workers movement and
the revolutionary struggle of the oppressed nationalities in the United
States in particular

expresses its gratitude to all countries and organizations that support
the Eritrean revolution.

calls upon all socialist and progressive countries and organizations to
oppose the fascist Dergue and support the just struggle of the Eritrean
people.




Conclusion

The decision of EFLNA s 9th Congress and AEWNA’s 2nd Congress is
in line with the fighting tradition of our heroic people. It is a reflection of
our people’s will to fight for their sacred objectives of national in-
dependence and peoples democracy no matter what it takes. In taking a
firm stand against capitulation and in defence of the Eritrean revolution,
EFLNA and AEWNA have set out to shoulder their national and revlou-
tionary responsibilities.

By opposing and exposing the capitulationist leaderships of EPLF and
ELF EFLNA and AEWNA have strongly reiterated their loyalty to our
fighting people and our revolutionary struggle We have called on our peo-
ple and our heroic fighters to heighten their consciousness and be firm
against all enemies, including the traitorous leaders of EPLF and ELF, and
to perservere on the glorious road of peoples war and self-reliance. On our
part, we have set forth to wage an uncompromising struggle agaisnt the line
of capitulation in the ranks of our liberation struggle and against Soviet-led
revisionism, U S. led imperialism, Ethiopian colonialism, zionism and in-
ternal reaction, and to rally all patriotic and revolutionary Eritreans in
defence of the fatherland. The bitter experience of our revolutionary strug-
gle has reaffirmed that the leadership of the party of the proletariat is the
most essential condition for the continuation and the success of our revolu-
tion. Towards this end, we have called upon all Eritrea Marxist-Leninists to
shoulder their historic task and to be in the forefront in exposing and
fighting the capitulationist line of the EPLF and ELF leaderships.

In choosing the road we have taken, it is with the full awareness that it
will be long and arduous struggle with many twists and turns. We do not
have the slightest illusion about the protractedness and bitterness of this
| , - .
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t c « - ery Through 17 years of courageous armed struggle, the
E_ - - - -2 - - ve concretely expressed their demand for independence
c. - - :entire people—men, women, children, the old and the
y o - .ed behind the demand ¢ nothing short of total
I - ere is no force on this earth that will be able to shake this
I “-sted will which is imprinted in the fighting spirit of our
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revolutionary attack however mlghty it may be They have a wealth of ex-
perience in waging a self reliant protracted people’s war

Furthermore, the Eritrean people have developed extraordinary qualitiies
of resistance that ensure their victory Above all, they are prepared to pay
any price—they are tempered in the spirit and tradition of self sacrifice for
their inalienable rights and aspirations. The revolution has taught the
masses that only by making the necessary sacrifices can genuine victory be
achieved. Their selfless participation in the numerous heated battles against
enemy artillery tanks and rocket launchers exemplifies this extraordinary
kind of heroism of our people.

The concentrated will of the Eritrean people is expressed in their organiz-
ed struggle. The unity forged between the Eritrean people is steel like which
no force can shake off As expressed by a woman resident of the resettle-
ment camp in Sahel province, ‘though we speak nine different languages,
we are one people. Still more, the Eritrean people are a people in arms.
They are heroic fighters who have displayed and are displaying magnificent

hernigm valar and conrace acainct the anemvu__fiochtare wha hava conrad
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revolutionary cause.

The present alliance of forces is teaching the people yet another lesson,
that their enemies are numerous and of different shades and colors,
hence, the necessity of heightening their awareness, of always being

’
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Appendix I May 19, 1977
To* The Political Bureau of EPLF
From. The Central Committee of EFLNA

Dear Comrades.

First our comradely greetings We wish you success in the persistent
revolutionary tasks you’re undertaking.

That the EPLF is the vanguard of the Eritrean revolution has been tested
and shown in practice At a time when our revolution is crowning with vic-
tory after victory with every passing day those who are terrified by this
development are making frantic attempts to strangle the forces of our
revolution. Because the counter-revolutionary activities going on in the
Horn of Africa affect us directly we ourselves ought to have a clear

‘anding of the situation and bring it to the attention of the pro-
world. The EPLF as the vanguard of the Eritrean Revolution, has
ation to illuminate the situation to its people and the people of the

Here below we present our views on the situation,

1 The Soviet Union s decision to arm the fascist Dergue, the involve-
ment of Cuban advisers, and Menghistu s visit to Moscow have made the
relationship of the Soviet Union and Cuba with the Dergue an open fact
The Soviet Union and Cuba, in collaboration with the fascist Dergue are
determined to crush the democratic forces in the region

2 The argument that their collaboration with the Dergue is not a move
against the Eritrean revolution but the reactionary countries in the region is
so refined a disguise that it is even strange to the ear What is really shaking
the Dergue is the Eritrean revolution The weapons and advisors being
sent to prop up the tottering Dergue are, therefore, first and foremost to

liauidate’ the Eritrean revolution and also to crush the democratic forces

) . I “bot thaca nanuntriee have heen deluded by the

Tl - ..~ rpresented as a solution " t
: "= .. cein the international m: -
B} L ot ‘n is to bring about t
- Sl - Africa by tying Eritrea u
e T . ritrea, it says, the Sovi
. ~+7_% . . =° .ZLF and the Sabbe cliqu¢
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take into consideration the situation our revolu-
; these suggestions We realize the problems the

‘Ities it might entail in our relationship with the

¢ of Yemen and the Palestine Resistance Move-

- have to face the forces that come to crush us, it

3

y least we explain their actions are against the
we oppose it We should never forget that a

ill shake them badly That our right to present

at all times is one of the fundamental demands
eady to oppose any outside force that may at
us to shut our mouth Though, we should ex-
1 try to neutralize such forces as the Soviet
aim at those that can render us principled sup-
ie situation. We have been unable to give any

.. t situation because the EPLF has not given us
refore, comrades, we expect your views on the




Appendix II

To* The Polit-Bureau of EPLF
From The Central Committee of AESNA

January 26 1978

Dear Comrades.

Above all we send you our revolutionary greetings, and we wish you suc-
cess and quick execution in all your national tasks.

Attached with this letter we are sending you a document which is the sum-
mation of four months of study that our association undertook on the
question of the origins of revisionism and the ways to combat it So far this
document has only been circulated among our members and EPLF offices
abroad

On your part, we hope that you can send us the studies you are conduc-
ting on this important and timely question in our revolution, and we await
with great anticipation your views on our document

Victory to the Masses
Long Live the EPLF

The Central Committee of Aesna
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Dear Comrades.

end you our revolutionary greetings. We wish you success
revolutionary struggle in the interest of the oppressed

erialists, revisionists and all reactionaries, by amassing
: of modern weapons and deploying thousands of their
along with that of the fascistic colonial army of the
‘ng feverishly to crush’ and ‘‘extinguish’’ the revolu-
h, through 16 years of bitter and racnlista aremad oo
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- =xplanation is enough
:annot fail to see what the nature and
(actice. In order to crush our revolu-
- “zly trying to primarily liquidate the
-~ *d to them by the entire counter-
&~ et Union, in alliance with its running
- onary forces in the region) is the pro-
- ' isolate our revolution and liquidate
*_ 'he EPLF can possibly have with the
- from the reactionary forces around
- EPLF’s failure to express its opposi-
- “oviet Union in our revolution can be
tionary forces would be motivated to

lists, revisionists and all reactionaries

’ -

measure to take is to openly
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. position to all forces working feverishly to crush our

Down with Ethiopian colonial - . L -
Central (. o




Appendix IVa April 1, 1978
To: The Political Bureau of the EPLF
From. The Central Committee of AESNA

Dear Comrades.

First of all we would like to exress our revolutionary greetings on behalf
of all our members and wish you all success in your relentless struggie for
the liberation of the oppressed Eritrean people.

The main reason for writing this letter is to express our view on the
declaration of the third regular meeting of the Central Committee of the
EPLF The declaration of the third regular meeting follows the revolu-
tionary tradition of the EPLF in that it invites for struggle. However, we
would like to express our disagreement with the erroneous view incor-
porated in the full sentence at the end of the declaration, which reads. ‘“We
remind the socialist countries which are giving political and military support
to the Dergue to rectify their wrong stand.”’

This sentence we presume, refers primarily to the Soviet Union and Cuba.
As to the reason why we do not look at the Soviet Union and other revi-
sionist ex-socialist) countries as socialists, it is stated in our pamphlet
¢ Marxism-Leninism against Revisionism a summation of the four-month
long study our organization conducted on the subject to reach a common
understanding.

Therefore, the political and military support of the revisionist countries
to the Dergue is not out of the lack of knowledge or confusion on their part
on the revolutionary nature of the struggle of the Eritrean people and on the
fascist nature of the Dergue; but it is because the interest of the ruling
classes in these revisionist countries is best represented by the fascist
Dergue. Because these activities emanate from the class nature of the revi-
sionists, we don t entertain the view that it is a mistake that can be rectified.
As such, we consider it erroneous to make a call for the revisionists to rec-

- R ©oam.
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people.

AESNA, as a mass organization of the EPLF, has exchanged it
with the EPLF leadership through letters and delegates, on the imps
of clarifying this timely question and the need for a common underst
within the EPLF As a result, it is to be remembered that it was agre
we go on with our studies while a similar study be conducted in thi
Accordingly, we have notified you through letters and delegates tl
come of the study that was conducted among our members for four r
and the study we are conducting now
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of the ruling classes in the Soviet Union and other
> understand and analyse the nature of their
1ely task for all Eritrean revolutionaries. At a time

- people and members of the EPLF have questioned

viet Union and other revisionist countries, for their
tivities against our revolution in particular and the
rral to clarify by scientifically analysing their true

~xpose their socialist mask will arm the Eritrean
'r of revisionism and will enable them to advance

study decides whether you link your struggle with

- "hey are socialists, or fight against them by lining
- counter-revolution i.e. if you decide they are not

tcome of such a study is of strategic importance as

- olutionary Eritreans chart the enemies and friends

1e world s revolution

has considered the Soviet Union and other revi-
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. 'rean revolutionaries.

adled carefully, in a manner that is
- order to develop a clear and common

-, together with other mass organiza-

iringly exchange the conclusions we
_know as usual, all the steps we have

%

we sent you copies of ‘Marxism-

o immation paper of the studies our
~ rite us your views and also asked you

; to explain to the masses the fascistic
ntries to extinguish the flames of the
ur people and the democratic move-
empt to prolong the rule of the fascist

- : yet replied we look forward to your
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f revisionism and the nature of those

a question still being studied in our

irticular and that there is no clear line

“on, we believe the correct step to take

- e support they are giving to the fascist
ur revolution, and pass without men-
nditions, we believe it is incorrect to
slic declarations.

- - a clear understaning about the nature
e supporting the Dergue is a timely and
bat the danger that can arise from not
o enable us to struggle based on identi-
mr revolution, and to strengthen the

. :entire front, it is of utmost importance

[ha[ NE ErLr anu an mass vaoeseaafions if the EPLF carry out elaborate

study and reach a common understanding on this question.

By participating in the four-month political education sessions and
seminars organzed by AESNA, members of our organization have struggled
to achieve a common understanding on revisionism Ed. However since
our study should be continuous, we believe that it is important and helpful
for you to periodically send us the study being carried out and the conclu-
sions reached on the part of the EPLF leadership and the other mass
organizations.

We await to receive your views

Victory to the Masses!
Long Live EPLF

Central Committee AEWNA
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question?

Moreover hadn t it reaffirmed in Special Issue No. 3 (EPLF) of Oc-
tober 1974, Vanguard No 22 of November 1976 and the EPLF First Con-
gress, etc. that for our revolution to negotiate with the rulers of Ethiopia
without pre-condition is unprincipled and illegal?

Why then is this principle and the correct line being violated? Com-
rades, we need a detailed explanation on the matter

c. The statement that the negotiation, based on a democratic and just
principle of the right of self-determination of the Eritrean people, should be
conducted to bring about a peaceful and ust solution. does not take in-
to consideration what the Dergue has been saying up to this day as was ex-
plained above with regard to the right of self-determination of the Eritrean
people. Furthermore, it forgets that the Dergue is fascist in nature and as
such can neither negotiate on the basis of the principle of the right of na-
tions to self-determination nor bring a correct solution to the demands of
the Eritrean masses. Worse still, it forgets the fact that in history oppress-
ing classes have never solved the colonial question peacetully

All in all, at a time when our revolution is in full control of the entire
country except for a few cities, at a time when it has dug the tomb where it
will bury its enemies and is celebrating the eve of its victory at a time when
the entire Eritrean masses with their revolutionary spirit high are ready to
drive out all their enemies from Eritrea, at a time when the support and ad-
miration from the struggling oppressed peoples of the world to our revolu-
tion is increasing, to say that our revolution is ready to negotiate without
any pre-condition with the fascist Dergue which, as a result of the decisive
blows from our revolution is in its death-throes, to say that the continuation
of our just war is not in the interest of the Eritrean people, to call upon the
fascist Dergue to bring a peaceful solution based on democratic and just
principles of self-determination. in the name of our revolution is unprin-
cipled and illegal.

Therefore,0 = I - 1 opposition to this

11
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's on this matter and your response to our ques-

The Central Committee of AESNA
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all members of AEWNA,
sh you success in all the nati
‘n regards to the press rele: -
. by the Secretary General ¢
‘ouncil of ELF on behalf ¢
press release stated that o
- -;ions with the fascist Dergue
: : EPLF office we understoo
continuation of the war b¢- . :
_terests of both the Eritrean ... _....cprwn prupivo staung
our belief in solving it peacefully we express our readiness to negotiate
directly with the Ethiopian government without any precondition from
both sides (i.e. the Ethiopian government and Eritrean revolution)
Based on the democratic and ust principle of the Eritrean people’s
right to self determination, the negotiations should be conducted to
bring about a correct and peaceful solution.
1ce we believe that the oint press release negates the aim of the
. ean revolution and the line and resolutions of the EPLF we would like
- press our views.

‘The continuation of the war between Eritrea and Ethiopia is not in
1terests of the Eritrean and Ethiopian people, denies that the heroic
d struggle being waged by the Eritrean people until they achieve their
»f independence and democracy is a just struggle. On the other hand, it
s that the war being waged by the Ethiopian colonialists is fascist ag-
ion, that the crimes and aggression it is committing against the Eritrean
le is in the interests of the Ethiopian ruling classes and their imperialist,
evisionist masters and thus is unjust war In short when it presents it
¢ ‘war between Eritrea and Ethiopia it passes without clearly dif
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Appendix VI

AGAINST THE ETHIOPIAN MILITARY JUNTA
AND
- 'ENCE OF THE ERITREAN REVOLUTION
tement on the intervention of the Soviet Union and
he Eritrean revolution) —October 1977

The Horn of Africa has become one of the centers of world-wide struggle
between revolution and counter-revolution. Although events in this
strategic area have always been keenly observed by revolutionary and
counter-revolutionary forces alike, a number of relatively recent
developments have attracted world-wide attention. Chief among these
developments are: the suspension of all military grants and sales from the
U S to the Ethiopian regime, after 25 years of Ethiopia s total dependence
on U S arms, the Soviet Unions s taking up of the role as the major sup-
plier to the Ethiopian regime; and Cuba s sending of military experts to

Tkl nwlan trAannc
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ate these points.

Junta’s Anti-Democratic, Anti-People Nature
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s speeding up the development
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1 munupld, e revoluuonary struggle ot the masses is intensifying The
Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Party (EPRP) and the Tigrai People’s
Liberation Front (TPLF) are waging armed struggle in the countryside.
Vigorous mass struggle is raging in the cities Oppressed na-
tionalities—Tigreans, Oromos, Somalis are astir It is the national libera-
tion struggle of the Eritrean people and the revolutionary struggle of the
Ethiopian masses that is shaking the fascist Ethiopian junta to its very foun-
dations.

The Ethiopian Democratic Union (EDU), the gang of feudal, comprador
and aristocrat scums of the Haile Selassie regime, which the junta s
apologists claim poses the major threat to the military regime, enjoys no
support among the masses. Revolutionary and democratic Ethiopian
organizations have waged vigorous and sustained struggle—including arm-
ed struggle against the EDU The EPLF has time and again denounced the
counter-revolutionary EDU and clearly stated that the contradictions bet-
ween the junta and the EDU is a contradiction within the enemy camp. Both
the EDU and the junta are the mortal enemies of the Eritrean and Ethiopian

At present, the U S. imperialists have adopted double-pronged tactics
towards the struggle in Eritrea and Ethiopia. Directly as well as through
their Western European imperialist allies and the Israeli zionists, the U S
imperialists are maintaining their ties with and are supporting the unta.
Simultaneously, they are maintaining ties with and giving, support to the
EDU In close coordination with the reactionary regimes in the area and
Eritrean reactionaries, they are working to weaken, isolate and crush the
EPLF impose a reactionary leadership on the Eritrean liberation move-
ment and force a neo-colonial solution on the Eritrean people.

The Soviet Union, Cuba and most Eastern European countries are giving
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all out military political, economic and diplomatic support to the Ethio-
pian junta. The Soviet Union is providing the junta with U S.$385 million |
worth of arms (Mig’s, tanks, armored cars, artillery, light weapons, etc. ‘
Cuba has sent over 400 military ¢ advisors’’ The Soviet Union and its allies
are pouring a daily barrage of propaganda singing praises to the Ethio-
pian junta and villifying the just and heroic struggle of the Eritrean people
and the revolutionary forces in Ethiopia. They are putting tremendous
pressure on numerous countries, liberation movements and organizations to
support the Ethiopian unta and denounce the Eritrean struggle. The Soviet
Union, Cuba and most Eastern European countries are playing a role that
runs counter and is directly opposed to the revolutionary struggle of the op-
pressed masses in Eritrea, Ethiopia and the region.

Today the fascist junta, armed to the teeth, with U S. and Soviet
weapons, its troops trained by Israeli and Cuban advisors ’ is waging a
counter-revolutionary war of aggression against the Eritrean people. But no
amount of weapons and ‘‘advisors the junta receives and from whatever
quarters can stop the Eritrean people’s revolutionary national liberation
struggle.

The efforts of U S imperialism to impose a neo-colonial solution are
bound to fail as the Eritrean people are thoroughly familiar with the ugly
feature of U S imperialism They consider U S imperialism—which was
responsible for the annexation of Eritrea by the Ethiopian regime—as one
of their arch-enemies—as well as an arch enemy of the people of the world.
This is why the Eritrean masses and their vanguard, the EPLF, have
vehemently denounced the Sabbe clique’s traitorous call on US im-
perialism to come to the aid of the Eritrean people. They are determined
to fight and frustrate the maneuvers of U.S imperialism and its puppets

Nor will the Eritrean people drop down their arms and capitulate because
the Soveit Union and its allies are supporting the fascist junta. The over
2,000 Cuban trained Ethiopian troops which the EPLF has recently wiped
out, the 5,000 brand new AK-47 s and 6 brand new tanks it has captured are
proof to this The Eritrean people have made it clear that they will persist in
armed struggle until the goal for which they have fought and shed their
blood for decades—the establishment of a people’s democratic Eritrea— is
achieved.
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Eritrean people and the EPLF consider self reliance to be
-y highly value and have never underestimated the importance
nal solidarity One of the main aims of the enemies of the
ggle is to isolate it from the revolutionary and progressive
. thout the world so as to weaken and then crush this revolu-
igle. It is the duty of all revolutionary progressive and
, -orces to defend and actively support the Eritrean struggle.
- . lation of Eritrean Students in North America (AESNA) calls
ionary progressive and democratic peoples to:

closely follow the development in Eritrea, Ethiopia and the region
. vehemently condemn and expose the reactionary puppet and an-
nexationist Ethiopian military junta

firmly oppose and condemn the U S. imperialist maneuvers to
subvert and crush the revolutionary struggles of the Eritrean and
Ethiopian peoples

. firmly oppose and condemn the Soviet Union s and Cuba s all out
support to the Ethiopian junta, their arming and training of the jun-
ta s troops and their campaign of villification and slander against
the Eritrean and Ethiopian peoples struggles.

firmly support the just, popular and revolutionary struggle of the
Eritrean people for national independence and democracy under
the leadership of the EPLF

. firmly support the revolutionary struggle of the Ethiopian masses
for the overthrow of the fascist unta and the establishment of a
people’s democratic regime.

AWAT NEHAFASH!!

VICTORY TO THE MASSES!!
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Appendix VII M [ C/7Q3

EXCERPTS FROM THE EPLF’S MESSAGE TO THE
9TH CONGRESS OF EFLNA AND THE 2ND CONGRESS OF AEWNA
(Translation from original Tigrigna is ours)

Dear Comrades.

Another activity accomplished in the past year and worth mentioning
here is in the area of foreign affairs. It is true that the Dergue, ever since it
came to power has presented its reform activities in an exaggerated man-
ner raised pseudo-revolutionary slogans and waged anti-Eritrea diplomatic
campaigns thereby causing great political confusion in the Middle East
Africa and the rest of the world. The Soviet Union, other socialist coun-
tries and nationalist regimes support it in various ways. Under such cir-
cumstances, especially after the convening of the second regular meeting of
the central committee, it was important on our part to work toward rectify-
ing the wrong stand of the socialist countries and struggle to get their sup-
port and the support of progressive and democratic countries and organiza-
tions in the Middle East, Africa and Europe. The outcome of such a strug-
gle was that not only have we registered the support of several countries and
organizations in Africa, the Middle East and Europe, but have also
neutralized many forces whose stand was full support for the Dergue; that
is, although these forces do not oppose the Dergue, they recognize the just
struggle of the Eritrean people, and the right of self-determination of the
Eritrean people, and it has been possible to make them oppose any military
aggression by the Dergue.

Dear comrades. Incidentally a point we believe we should clarify before
going to other subjects concerns our relations with the forces of the world,
that is, with the Soviet Union, other socialist countries and other systems
~=Ad wnlitinnl farnan BDanmardina the nalicy the Qaviet TInion follows in the
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ndix VIII

EPLF-ELF JOINT PRESS RELEASE
ON PEACEFUL SOLUTION
June 21, 1978 Beirut, Lebanon

Representatives of the Joint Supreme Political Leadership of the two
organizations, the Eritrean Liberation Front—Revolutionary Council and
the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front, held a meeting on June 21, 1978
On the basis of the April 20, 1978 agreement and the political principles
agreed upon on May 20 1978 this meeting issued the following
declaration.

The Eritrean People’s Liberation Front and the Eritrean Liberation
Front—Revolutionary Council are the sole representatives of the Eritrean
people and the only legal spokesman on all issues concerning the Eritrean
people’s struggle. The Eritrean revolution strongly rejects all attempts by
the imperialists and their allies to force upon it their policy of containment
and tutelage. It reaffirms its continued independence from the imperialist
containment policy and the necessity of persisting in its struggle against the
plots of imperialism, zionism and their collaborators in the (Red Sea)
region.

The continuation and intensification of the war between Eritrea and
Ethiopia does not serve the interests of the two peoples and their victories.
It brings much suffering and destruction to the Eritrean people and the
peoples of Ethiopia. Proceeding from this understanding, the Joint
Supreme Political Leadership underscores the necessity of a peaceful solu-
tion and expresses its readiness to negotiate with the Ethiopian government
for a just peaceful solution of the Eritrean case based on the right to self
determination and on wust and democratic principles without pre-
conditions. It reaffirms that the Joint Supreme Political Leadership is the
sole legal spokesman in any negotiation with the Dergue concerning the
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. ... FROM THE SPEECH OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL
“ .. . 'O THE FIRST CONGRESS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF
' " 7 AN STUDENTS—as printed in the June 1978 issue of the
official organ Vanguard (V.3, No.5)
(Translation from original Tigrigna is ours)

Beloved Comrades

We saw the road which was taken and the struggle that was waged to
reach the First Congress of the Association of Eritrean Students. Because
our masses of people and students are expecting a lot from
this congress and in order for this congress to be able to adequate-
ly answer the questions that are being asked and to meet the expectations it
must be clearly understood by every participant under what political (inter-
national, regional and internal) and organizational situation this congress is
being held.

On the international level, even though the balance in the struggle bet-
ween world revolutionary forces the socialist systems, the proletariat move-
ment in the capitalist countries, the people’s governments, anti-imperialist
and anti-colonialist liberation movements in colonial and neo-colonial
dependent countries and world counter-revolutionary forces, (imperialism,
colonialism and internal reaction) is tilting in favor of world revolutionary
forces, the world counter-revolutionary force has not died yet. Not only is it
still alive but in order to lengthen its life span and if possible to minimize its
losses it is making a desperate attempt to make use of every crack and it will
never refrain from doing so Therefore, there is absolutely no reason to
underestimate its danger

World imperialism, after its dreams and designs failed in Southeast Asia,

has now focussed its attention on the Middle East area in general, the Red
Qaa and the Harn of Africa in particular In this region, imperialism, in col-
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pucalceu.

Due to the heroic and long national liberation struggle the Eritrean p
ple waged and due to the strong popular movement of the Ethiop
peoples, Haile Selassie’s feudal system, which was an agent of imperiali
and reaction in the Horn of Africa, crumbled in 1974. However

Eritrean revolution, because of its sub ective shortcomings, was unable . -

achieve independence. The Ethiopian masses, who were not organized ¢ .
lacked capable leadership, also were unable to substitute the feudal syst
with a popular government. However in the Eritrean revolution becai
the democratic force was growmg m strength and mcreasmgly assumm,
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In general, although the struggle of the Ethiopian masses was not able to
achieve its desired victories, the masses continued their struggle spon-
taneously to bring changes through their own pressure and to seize their
own political power* to bring economic changes that safeguard their own in-
terest, and to establish a society that represents the Ethiopian masses
workers, peasants and other oppressed classes socially and culturally In
such an atmosphere the Derg had to take up these slogans. This was because,
although spontaneous, it was the struggle of the Ethiopian masses that was
the main pushing political force or that had a heavier weight inside
Ethiopia. Therefore, in order to stay in power it was a must for the Derg to
continue to pace with the general storm This is not peculiar to Ethiopia. It
has been experienced in many third world countries. When military men
seize power they temporarily go in accordance with the existing emotional
movements or along with the unorganized mass movements After the
seizure and consolidation of their power they gradually actuate to establish
a system that safeguards their own class interest. At the time this
regime (Dergue-Ed. came to power the Ethiopian masses were waging a
struggle to free themselves from imperialism, reactionary forces and zion-
ism. The question raised therefore, was not only about the changes inside
Ethiopia but also about its alliances in the world. That is, whether the Derg
would ally with revolutionary or counter-revolutionary forces. Due to the
pressure exerted by the Ethiopian masses, the Derg was being forced to
gradually cut off its relationship with imperialism

When the Derg accomplished the overthrow of the old regime, it did not
cut off its relationship with imperialism all at once In fact it was not its
desire to do so for it had common interest with imperialism and zionism In
such a situation, the Derg terminated its relationship with imperialism
gradually The Derg presents this occurrence as if it was done in a tactful
way—i e. as if it was a well studied gradual procedure. In reality however
it happened in such a way only because the Derg was being pulled by two
opposite forces. On one side was the pressure exerted by the Ethiopian
magses to cut off relations with imperialism, zionism and other reactionary
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what is its stand on the Eritrean revolution now?
Answer: It is true,that as it was answered in the first question, it is really
difficult to understand the political complications created in this region. It
is no secret that worsening relationship among the surrounding democratic
regimes themselves, the relationship of the forces in this area with world
revolutionary forces in general and the relations the world revolutionary
forces have with different democratic forces in this region added up with the
contradictions in this area have created a very complicated situation. Under
such circumstances, although Democratic Yemen s position towards and its
support to our revclution didn t basically change,because of the changes
that occured in Ethiopia and in this area, it developed diplomatic ties with
and gave political support to the Dergue. At a definite time in fact accor-
ding to their views, in order to strengthen the Dergue and help it against
Imperialist attacks they took a stand of supporting the Dergue militarily
and went as far as deploying their troops on the side of the Dergue. This
military intervention of South Yemen truly faced an opposition by the Eri-
trean revolution. But even though this oppositional stand existed, the Eri-
trean revolution s view i.e. the EPLF’s view on South Yemen did not change
from the basic strategic line. In the struggle we have waged so far we ex-
plained to them tha the military intervention was wrong, that it should be
corrected and that we oppose it. Because of South Yemen s intervention
there were times when our relations with Democratic Yemen was stagnant
But now it has been disclosed that all of Democratic Yemen s troops that
were in Ethiopia have been withdrawn. And truly we have been officially
told that Democratic Yemen s position about this question has changed.
As we noticed from the gei.cral explanation given to us, primarily Demo-
cratic Yemen s political decision was hasty and this hasty decision led their
regime into committing mistakes. In addition, in our estimation we feel that
the incorrect reports that were furnished to them from different corners can
be reasons for their confusion. No matter what reasons Democratic Yemen
gives for the military intervention—the reasons under the guise of—defense
aeainst imperialism and exposing the conspiracy of imperialism and reac-
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bring about unity in the Eritrean field, and establish one organization by
eliminating the difference between us and the ELF is quite clear And we
have never deviated from this stand. We explained, however that we differ
with them (Iraq) and some other forces on what road to take to achieve this
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Q What consequences could the political activities we conducted outside,
as already described, bring on the relationship we have with the ELF
especially the present one?
A. On this question, it may perhaps appear to many that the EPLF
entered negotiations alone abandoning the ELF: and such views could be
raised by many However under no circumstance has the EPLF so far
deviated and will ever deviate from its principled line on either the question
of negotiations or peaceful solution. EPLF had declared that the legitimate
representatives of the Eritrean people are the EPLF and the ELF and
believes in this declaration. this is not a tactic. About the contacts made,
meanings the initiative taken by Democratic Germany it did not involve
EPLF alone. Since the view that there are three forces in Eritrea prevailed,
even) representatives of the reactionary clique—the third. force—were in-
vited by Democratic Germany What views they presented while they were
invited, we cannot know When asked by Democratic Germany about these
forces the forces in Eritrea) we explained that the ELF is a nationalist
force, although we have some contradictions with them, in order to
democratically resolve the contradictions that some steps towards unity
have already been taken between us and ELF and are struggling to establish
one organization

With regard to the third force’ clique, however we clarified that not
only is it reactionary and non-nationalist but one that has direct strategic
links with imperialism and reactionary regimes and is a tool of the same. In
all the contacts made, the view we repeatedly expressed to the leaders of
Democratic Germany was that in spite of some differences, our relationship
with ELF is developing well, and in the end, when a true negotiation starts,
representatives of the two of us (EPLF and ELF) would participate.
Towards the end, especially after April 20, 1978 when we agreed on the in-
terpretation of the October 20th agreement with ELF) we had informed
the leaders of Democratic Germany of the formation of a joint delegation
and that this delegation could represent us Our appointment to respond to
the fonr points pbresented by Democratic Germany was around March,
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of Eritrea all explain the political nature of the Dergue. Had there been in
Ethiopia a truly democratic progressive organization in power it would not
have been difficult to find ust solutions to the different political questions
and to the question of the struggle of the Eritrean people At this time in
Ethiopia, however, there is not a truly revolutionary political organization
in power Those who are in power are soldiers who banded together for dif
ferent reasons, who carry out reforms haphazardly forced by the revolu-
tionary storm of the Ethiopian people, and who follow some deceptive tac-
tics to stay in power

Because the establishment of a progressive, Marxist Leninist political
party as the sole guarantor of whatever changes are to be made in Ethiopia,
was one of the earliest demands of the democratic forces in Ethiopia, this
has been a critical question facing the Dergue for a long time. In its cam-
paign to answer this question, the Dergue has been repeatedly claiming for
the last three years that preparatlons were underway to establlsh a
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