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1976-Year of struggle

and thory

The year 1976 is coming to
an end. It was a year of strug-
gle and victory for the working
and oppressed peoples and a year
of intensified subversion and dis-
mal failure for the imperialists
and other reactionaries.

1976 witnessed a vigorous up-
surge in the struggle of the peo-
ples of southern Africa, Southea-
st Asia, East Timor, Western Sah-
ara, and throughout Asia, Africs
andi Latin America. The working
class and oppressed people in the
capitalist countries stepped up
thelir economic and political str-
uggles.

In the Middle East, 1inten-
sified 1imperialist subversion and
counter-revolutionary force has
caused temporary setbacks to the
revolutionary struggle of the Pa-
lestinian and Omnani peoples. In
the face of the imperialist on-
slaugiht, however, the revolution-
ary people of Palestine and Oman
have defiantly persisted and
stenped up their struggles. Ex-
perience proves that the world-~
wile struggle of the working and

oppressed peoples for independence,

liberation and revolution is irr-

esistible. . Contd. on page 2
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MORE ON THE BATTLE
FOR NACFA

The town of Nacfa, capital
of Eritrea's northeastern pro-
vince of Sahel, has been under
siege for the past 3 months.

On September 17, 1976, the
Eritrean Peoples Liberation
Forces (EPLF) launched a power-
ful offensive against the Eth-
lopian occupationist troops
gtationed in Nacfa. Within a
month, three of the four Eth-
iopian camps in the town were
destroyed. The EPLF wiped out
close to 700 Ethiopian troops,
captured 130 of them and shot
down 11 eneny planes.

The remaining Ethlopian
troops are now hudiled in their
single remaining camp. They
have mined the whole area sur-
rounding the camp. Supplies to
the besieged troops are being -
dropped from the air. A num-~
ber of times, the supolies have
fallen on the mines, causing .
them to explode. On other occ-
aslons, the supplies have fall-
en into the hands of EPLF fi-
ghters. Engineering units of
the EPLF are now working to re-
move the mines. Already close
to 500 mines have been removed

) Contd. on page E



1976:...

For the Eritrean people,
1976 was a year of significaent
Victories in all fields of rev-
olutionary activity. In the mil-
itary field, the liberation for-
ces, after freeing the entire
countryside have begun to att-
ack snall and medium-sized towns.
The attack on Nacfa, provincial
capital of Sahel province, wher=s,
so far, 700 enemny soldiers have
been killed, 130 captured and 14
planes downed 1s a case in point.
Politically, the military junta's
"peace" initiatives have failed
to deceive the Eritrean people.
Within the liberation movement,
the expansion and consolidation
of mass orranizations, the ex-
pulsion of the reactionary Os-
man Sabbe clique and the sett-
ing up of a provisional foreign
mission reflect the hegemony of
the progressive forces. In the
liberated area, land reform is
being carried out. Agricultural
production, health work and edu-
cation are developing. People's
militia and popular administra-
tion is being set up.

For EFLNA, 1976 was a year
of internal consolidation. Our
organizatlion has also stepped up
1ts efforts to publicize the Eri-
trean strusgle and strengthen its
links with the progressive move-
ment in North America. In addi-
tion to our bi-monthly journal,
LIBERATION, we have put out this
monthly newsletter to provide our
readers with news and analysis of
current events in Eritrea. We are
hapoy to see wider sections of the
progressive movement gaining a bHet-
ter understanding of, and coming
out 1in resolute support of the Eri-
trean struggle.

In the coming year, EFLNA is
determnined to unite closely with
our compatriots from Africa, Asia
and Latin America, with the pro-
gressive peoples of the U.S. and
Canada and work harder in support
of the common struggle against col-

onialism, neo-colonialism, imperial-
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ism and zionism. We are confident
that you will be witnh us in the com-
ing year of hard struggle and ex-
citing victories.

m
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and are being used against the
enemy in other combat areas.

In the meantime, Ethiopian
planes continue to bomb indis-
criminately around Nacfa in an
effort to relieve the besieged
troops. Using anti-aircraft
guns, EPLF combatants have shot
down 3 more enemy planes, bring-
ing to 17 the total number of
U.S. supplied Ethiopian planes
shot down since September, 14
around Nacfa and 3 in the cen-
tral highlands. On November 22,
1976, the occupationist troops
attempted to move a heavily
protected convoy towards Nacfa
which was forced to beat back
its retreat in the face of a
forceful EPLF ambush. On their
way back, the aggressor troops
burned crops in the surrounding
area.

All the desperate measures
of the Ethioplan aggressors to
"save" Nacfa are meeting with
miserable fallure. The EPLF,
witn the enthusiastic partici-
pation of the masses, is tight-
ening the noose around the Eth-
loplan aggressors canp. At the
sane tine it is calling on the
enemy troops to surrender and
avail themnselves of the EPLF's
humane treatment. Whether the
Ethioplan aggressor troops give
themselves up or are burled be-
neath the ruins of thelr camp,
Nacfa will be liberated and set
a precedent for what is bound
to happen in all of Eritrea’'s
ma jor cities.
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Achievements of the Eritrean Revolution:

ON THE MILITARY FRONT

Beginning wlth thls issue, Eritrea in Strugele, will present a

series of short articles under the general heading,
the Eritrean Revolution". We will present,
vances made in the military, political,

"Achlevenents of
in summary form, the ad-
economic and soclal (land

reform, education, healtn, culture, etc.) flelds in 15 years of armed
struggle and in particular since the birth of the Eritrean Peoples
Liberation Forces (EPLF) in 1970. Our first article will deal with

the military front.

The Erltrean liberation forces
are on the offensive. They control
the entire countryside. The Ethiop-
ian occupation trooons are huddled in
their fortified camps in the towns
and cities. Even thlis last plece of
ground 1s about to be pulled from un-
der tne enemy's feet as the liberation
forces have begun to mount forceful
attacks on smnall and medium-sized
towns.

The prevailing excellent sit-
nation is the result of the ardent
patriotism of the masses, the self-
sacrificing heroism of countless
liberation fighters and the correct
revolutionary line of the EPLF. In
military affairs, the EPLF pbllows

the strategy of people's war: build
and consolidate base areas, liberate
the countryside step by step, encir-

cle and finally liberate the cities.

In 1972, the EPLF built its first

permanent base in Sahel province and

has since bullt consolidated base

areas in various parts of the country.
The EPLF has a several thousands

strong conscious people's army, made

up of fignters mainly of peasant

but also of worker and student back-

ground. l'here are a large number of

women and youth (ages 38-15) in the

people's army. To becore a member

of the EPLF peovle's army one has

to go tarougn a 6 month political

and mllitary training period during

which literacy classes are also
held.. In the EPLF army, there
is no rank. Commanders and rank
and file soldlers have an equal
standard of living and regular-
ly practice criticism and self-
criticism. Conscious and dis-
ciplined, the EPLF people's
army, not only fights against
the eneny, but also engages in
mass mobillizatlion and partici-
pates actively in production.
In addition to tne people's
army, the EPLF 1s establishing
people's militias by arming the
organized masses. Consistent
with the EPLF's slogan of "Des-
troy the enemy with his own
guns and bullets", the militias
are armed with weapons captured
from the Ethiopian aggressors.
The Eritrean liberation
forces have staged a number of
heroic and politically signi-
ficant explolts. They have
wiped out thousands of enemry
soldiers and captured thou-
sands. They have eaptured huge
gquantities of heavy and light
weapons: mortars, M-1l4s, M-1s,
Uzis, grenades, etc. They have
destroyed vital industrial en-
terprises and important bridges.
They have also carried out mil-
itary operations inside Ethiop-
la (in neignboring Tigral pro-

Contd. on page 4



Achievements...

vince) in cooperation with prog-
ressive Ethioplan organizations

like the Ethlopilan Peoples Revol-
utionary Party (EPRP) and the Ti-
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Oman...

main assets remain the people's

support ani the preservation of

our military and human potential”.
The struggle continues in

gral Penples Liberation Forces (TPLF).Oman and is bound to end uo with

To give some examples,
trean liberation forces have des-
troyed the electronic microwave co-
mmunications base on the Tigrail
border and the Japanese copper mine
at Debarra. They have shelled and
damaged the notorious U.S. Kagnew
military base, the American library
ani the international alrport in
Asmara. They have turned into ashes
important enemy bases such as those
in Ad Tekelezan, Sheka Wadi Besrat
and Shegrini., l'ney have freed 1000
political prisoners from the enemy
prisons at Asmara and Adi Quala.
They have smashed the Ethioplan

are breaking Ethiopia's "air
superlority”. In the past 3
months alone the EPLF has shot
down 17 enemy planes.

The balance of forces has
tipped irreversibly in favor of
the Eritrean people and thelr
liberatlion forces. It 1s only a
matter of time before the Eth-
lopian aggressor troops are
forced out of their remalning
hideouts in the citles. In the
meantime, the people's army and
militla, that wlll defend the
people's power in liberated
Erlitrea are being tempered in
the crucible of revolutionary
struggle.

x .

Criticisms,

the Eri-

the victory of the Omani people
and their vanruard, the PFLO.

Haiti

without even being allowed to see
their relatives and their few poss-
essions are taken away arbitrarily.
The Dominican progressive for-
ces and the Haitian political ex-
iles have strongly denounced the

_treatment of Haltlan workers and in

particular, the intensification of
the anti-Halitlan campalgn. Desplte
the attempts of the reactionary re-
gimes and their U.S. imperialist
masters to divide the two peoples,
Haitians and Dominicans are stru-
ggling side by side agalnst their
common @pPPressors.

" Here, in New York, Halitian
and Dominican progressive organi-
zations have formed a "Haitlan-
Dominican Solidarity Committee" to
oppose the anti-Haltilan campalign
in the Dominican Republic, condemn
the reactionary Duvaller-Belaguer
allliance and support the struggle
of the two fraternal pecoples. EFLNA

. expresses 1ts resolute support for

these aims.

Enitrea in Sﬂiuggﬂmnmnthlyjnewsletter of Eritreans
For Liberation in Nirth America.

It is distributed free.

suggestions and donations are welcome.
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» OMAN
__ THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES

In December, 1973, the Shah
of Iran with the approval of U.S.
imperiallism, staged an all-out mil-
itary invasion of Oman with the
declared aim of crushing the stru-
ggle of the Omanl people. In the
past 3 years, the Iranian invaders
have dropped thousands of tons of
bombs, sowlng death and destructien,
throughout Oman and in particular,
in the liberated areas.

Oman is an olil-rich country.
strategically located on the Arab-
ian/Persian Gulf, through which
60% .0f the world's oll passes. It
is ruled by a reactionary Sultan-
ate, totally subservient to im-
perialist interests. The U.S.
building a military base in the
strategic Omani 1sland of Masirah.

The armed struggle of the
people of Oman started in 1965.
Under the leadership of the Peoples
Front for the Liberation of Oman
(PFLO), it aims to overthrow the
reactlionary Qaboos regime and est-
ablish a truly independent and dem-
ocratic Oman. .

In the past 11 years, the Omani
revolution has irrefutably demons-
trated its popular and revolutionary
nature. Within a few years after
jts birth. the PFLO succeeded in
liberacing the province of Dhofar.
In the llberated areas, the PFLO
gtarted agricuitural production
and convinced the nomadic popula-
tion to lead settled lives. It
gsolved the age~o0ld tribal anim-
osities among the people. It bullt
clinies and schools, where none
had existed before. Conscious that
the victory of the revolution 1is
unthinkable without the full part-
iclpatlon of women, the PFLO is
fighting for the liberation of

is by

women - abolishing polygamy,
bride price, child marriage,
etc. A large number of women
have become PFLO militants.

. It was these successes of
the revolution and the consol-
idation of the PFLO that led
the U.S.
puppets to declde on the Iran-
lan invasion of Oman in 1973.

In addition to the 30,000 Iran-
lan troops, the PFLO has in the
past three years .faced, thou-

sands of Omani troops, hundreds“ﬁ"

of Jordanian and British off-
icers, all armed with U.S.-
supplied ultra-modern and so-
phisticated weapons. And this
formidable counter-revolution-
ary force ls arrayed against
the llberation movement of a
small country with a population
of less than one million.

The combined U.S.-British-

imperialists and their

Iranian onslaught has caused tem-— ff

porary seibacks to-the struggle
the people of Oman. The Iranian
invaders have penetrated and
established bases in the lib-
erated areas. The PFLO has been
forced to break its armed fo-
rces into smaller guerrilla
units.

However, contrary to the
wishes and declarations of the
imperialists and the reaction-
aries, the Omani struggle and
the PFLO are by no means crushed.
The PFLO is determined to per-
glst in armed and political
struggle and continues to enjoy
the resolute support of the over-
whelming majority of the people.
of Oman. Herein lies the strength
of the Omani struggle. As a PFLO
representative salid,"” Our two

‘Contd. on page 4
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Condemn The Anti-Haitian Campaign

In The Dominican Republic

Haiti - a rich and beautiful
island in the Carribean. Its speo-
ple - hardworking and talented.

Haiti- ruled by one of the most
repressive dlctatorial regimes in
the world. Its people - forced to
live under extremely wretched and
degrading conditions, mercilessly
exploited by U.S. imperialist mono-
polles, like Gulf and Western, and
the local feudal and comprador cap-
italist classes. The conditions are
so bad - unemployment 1ls so high -
that a large number of Haitian
workers and youth are forced to mi-
grate in search of better job opp-
ortunities and living conditions.

In accordance with the treat-
ies signed by the two repressive
governments in the Dominican Rep-
ublic and Haiti, thousands of Hai-
tlan workers are taken every year,
to the sugar cane fields of the
Dominican Republic to carry out the
hard work of the sugar cane harvest.

In the Domlnican Republic, the
Haltian workers have no rights
whatsoever. They are forced to live
in open field concentration camps
where they are watched by armed mil-
ltary detachments. Health facili-
ties are non-existent. (The body
of a young worker, who died of tu-
berculosis because of lack of med-
leal care was left lylng on the
ground for two days.) If the work-
ers complain about their condition,
they, are beaten, Jailed and at times
murdered by the Dominican authori-
tles, oy are sent: back to Haiti where
they face execution by the Duvalier
reglme. Young women are threatened
and often raped by the guards.

The trans-nationals Gulf and
Western, in conllaboration with the
Dominican and Haltian governments

reap the fruits of the Haitian
workers' labor. Ten percent of
the workers salarles is direct-
ly payed to the Haltlan gover-
nment. The rest is supposedly
given to the workers by the Dom-
inican government. By the time
the sugar cane harvest ends,
however, the workers have no
money left after paying the debt s
incurred, in order to barely feed
themselves.

In the Dominlcan Republic,
the harsh repression is not lim-
ited to the immigrant workers.
Patriotic Haitlan politlcal ex-
l1les also face the same inhuman
treatment from the puppet Bel-
aguer regime. A number of Halt-
ian patriots are languishiing in
jalls throughout the Dominican
republic.

The Belaguer and Duvalier
regimes have done thelr best to
divide the Dominican and Haitian
peoples. Halitians are pictured
as thieves, sorcerors, criminals
and as persons that come to the
Dominican republic to take Jobs
away from the Dominicans. At the
same time, Dominlcan women are
presented to the Hailtian people
as prostitutes.

Since Oct., 1976, the Bela-
guer reglme has intensifled its
repressive and abuslve acts ag-
ainst Haitlan workers. Under
the pretext that the sugar cane
harvest has ended, Dominican
police are searching every cor-
ner of the country in order to
apprehend the Haltlan workers
and send them back to thelr
country. The apprehended work-
ers are beaten by the pollce;
in many cases they are deported

Contd. on page 4
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SHAH .Jﬂlﬂ,DEBLS__lBANMN PATRIOTS

The fascist regime of the
ghah of Iran has tortured to
jeath 8 Iranian patriots and has
arrested 11 others. Three of the
8 martyrs were women. The 11
gtill under arrest are in severe
torture and their 1ives are in
danger.

hdime recent cold-blooded mur-=
ders brings the number of Iranian
patriots executed by the Shah's

police,

in 1976 alone- Thousands of others
have been arrested, imprisoned and
tortured. It is i
there are over 100,000 political
prisoners in Iran. The political
prisoners are held in the mos?t
apominable conditions. They are
qubjected to the mos?t parbaric
torture in an attenmpt to force
tnem 1O sign false confessions.
Many have died under torture.

his rule on savage repression.

This Shows the anti-popular, anti-
democratic nature of
its isolation from the

Despite, and as direct result
of the severe fagcist repression,
1519, gemocratlc and anti-imperialis
t of the people has grown
unprecedently within the past few
Y ears. Revolutionary organizations
have emerged and increased their

getivity. Women are ever more active

year alonee.
massacred in one inciden

persisted in vehemently opposing and
exposing the Shah's fascist dictator-
ghip and U.Se. imperialist domination

of their country. They have vigor=

ously supported their people‘s stru-
democracy-

ggle for independence and
Oone of the g murdered patriots was

an active membeT of the conf-
ederation of Iranian gtudents
National Union (CISNU) while
abroad. His murder prings tO
4 the numbeT of formeT CISNU

To protest the recent
murder of 8 patriots and the
£ the 11, the Iranian
gtudent Association in the

Oklahoma Philadelphia and the
Bay area. They have raised 5
demands. 1) Release the names
of the 11 arrested people imm-
ediately.

3) Make public the re-
for arrest and charges
against the 11. 4) Announce
the date of their trial. 5)
Allow an international medical
to attend
the trial of the 11 patriots.

EFLNA expresses its full

Iranians.

The Shah's regime which
on the orders of the US imper-
jalists, has spilled the blood
not only of the Iranian people
but also of the people of Oman
and of the whole Tegion, will
surely pay in blood for its
crimes. The Tranian masses
will triumphe

O



