
ince World War 2 the International Communist Move-
ment and the socialist world have suffered a grave cri

sis. Almost all the communist parties which belonged bo
that movement openly adopbed a revisionist line; and al-
most all the countries where socialist construction had be-
gun have restored capitalism or are on bhe road to doing so,
as is the case with China. The Soviet Union, the first coun-
try where the proletariat took power, has been transformed
not only into a state capitalist regime, but also into an im-
perialist superpower, currently one of the main enemies of
the peoples of the world.

The future of the Marxist-Leninist movemenb, and of
world socialism, is linked to the correctness of the authen-
tic communists' analysis of the basic causes of this im-
mense, sustained and extremely grave setback for the
revolutionary proletarian movement. What has happened
confirms the dialectical character of all development;
neither Marxism nor socialism advances in a straight line,
but like all processes, through contradictions. Marxism
advances through line struggle, opposing the various
forms which the bourgeois and petty bourgeois line
assumes; socialism, through class struggle, confronting
the old bourgeoisie, and the new bourgeoisie which arises
within socialism itself, including within the vanguard
party.

It is important to consider that under socialism the
class struggle acquires an unprecedented profundity,
because we are not dealing with one class simply replacing
another, as in previous systems, but rather with the
elimination from society of classes themselves, with all

their ideological manifestations, in order to advance to
communism, classless society. The most important thing
in analyzing what happened is to show who has bebrayed
Marxism and how, as well as the errors committed by the
authentic Marxists in the struggle against them. Such an
analysis, which is both critical and self-critical, will show
that it is neither authentic Marxism nor real socialism
which have failed in their objective of advancing to
classless society, to communism. In their confrontation
with the bourgeois lines and with the old and new
bourgeoisie, what they have lost is only a battle in the
stage of the transition to communism. This analysis,
together with laying bare the mistakes committed by the
revolutionaries- and the distortions bf Marxism
perpetrated by the revisionists, will be a stinging reply to
the bourgeois ideologues, who, by showing how the revi-
sionists have abandoned the basic principles of Marxism
and by presenting the oppressive state capitalist regimes
as "socialism," claim that Marxism and socialisr4 have
failed. A correct analysis of what has occurred will restore
the confidence in Marxism and socialism which broad sec-
tions of the people have lost because of revisionism's
betrayal of both, and once again will arm the proletariat
and peoples of the world with the only scientific and
revolutionary theory which can make it possible for them
to put an end to exploitation.

An important aspect of the analysis of what happened
which Marxist-Leninists must make, concerns the process
of the struggle between classes and between lines that oc-
curred in China, culminating, temporarily, in a coup by
those sectors who seek to restore capibalism there and
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transform China into an imperialist superpower. This in-
vestiga0ion and analysis of what happened in China is par-
ticularly important, not only because it involves a quarter
of the human race, but also because in that country, for
almost 20 years, there was a prolonged struggle, under
the leadership of Mao Tsetung and the Chinese Marxist-
Leninists, against the revisionist line that was imposed in
almost all the communist parties after the 20th Congress
of the Soviet CP, and againsb bhe restoration of
capitalism.

There can be no investigation and analysis of the events
in China without evaluating the actions and ideas of Mao
Tsetung, who played an outstanding role not only in that
revolutionary process, but also in the International Com-
munist Movement.

In consideration of the interest among our people and
the peoples of Latin America and the world in general in
understanding what happened in China and in evaluating
the ideas and actions of Mao Tsetung, the Revolutionary
Communist Party of Chile has decided to make public the
results of its investigations in this matber, thus con-
tributing to the debate which has broken out. Our Party,
even though it does not have all the information which it
would be desirable to have in analyzing and judging these
facts, is not starting from compleCe ignorance, nor still
less from negative prejudices about the revolutionary ad-
vances in China and the role of Mao Tsetung. Our long-
standing support for the Chinese Revolution and Mao
Tsetung's ideas have been based on concrete knowledge
of that revolution and the ideas which led it, and the
utilization of those experiences and ideas in our own anti-
revisionist, revolutionary struggle.

We believe that in order to make a correct and principl-
ed analysis of the Chinese experience and Mao Tsetung's
ideas, without falling into either a pragmatist interpreta-
tion that judges the validity of those experiences and
ideas on the basis of their temporary defeat; nor into an
idealist and metaphysical interpretation that does not
take into account the real development of the class strug-
gle and the objective contradictions, it is necessary to
make a twofold comparison of Mao Tsetung Thought,
which guided these ideas and this experience. It is
necessary to judge it in relation to, on the one hand, the
essential principles of Marxism-Leninism, as an applica-
tion of these principles to China's concrete reality and as a
legitimabe development of some aspects of these prin-
ciples, and on the other hand, in relation to the objective
difficulties encountered in its application to bhe complex
reality of Chinese society. Bobh comparisons permit an
evaluation of the role played by errors of application or
possible deviabions from Marxism in the temporary
defeat suffered by bhe Chinese revolubion, as well as the
role played by the objective difficulties which stood in op-
position to the successful development of that revolu-
tionary process,

In analyzing Mao Tsetung's ideas, one runs up against
a particular difficulty regarding those works which were
published unofficially during the Cultural Revolution, and
Volume 5 of his works which was edited after Mao's death
by the revisionist elique which now holds power. Revolu-
tionary ideas can be also used with a reactionary class
spirit, and quoted out of context, adulterated or openly
falsified. This is exactly what the revisionists do with
Marxism. Lenin, in his work State and Reuolution, begins
by analyzing this problem of the deliberate distortion of
the ideas of revolutionary thinkers, both by the
bourgeoisie and by phony revolutionaries, who take ad-
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vantage of their prestige in order to fool the masses. This
work of forgery was especially intense with respect to
Mao Tsetung Thought, due not only to the tremendous
prestige of his ideas, but also his own prestige as leader of
a quarter of humanity's revolution and as eminent
ideologist and leader of the world revolution. Mao
Tsetung himself (like the other great Marxist ideologists)
on many occasions had to call attention to and fight these
distortions. Such forgeries in no way compromise his
works-on the contrary, they clearly demonstrate their
revolutionary significance and bhe reactionaries' and op-
portunists' hatred of them. It's clear, for example, that in
Volume 5 there are notable discrepancies with other ver-
sions of bhese materials which became known during the
Cultural Revolution: omissions, dubious versions, phrases
and even whole paragraphs that did not appear in them.
We could point out numerous examples which lead one to
think that while Volume 5 and other works edited without
Mao's supervision contain some of Mao's ideas, they also
contain many and at times subtle falsifications. Taking in-
to account, therefore, the reactionary essence ofthe clique
which now rules China, which Mao fought all his life, and
which has already shown that step by step they are carry-
ing out a plan to diparage his ideas and accomplishments
(calumnies against the Great Leap Forward, against the
Cultural Revolution, revoking of measures to restrict and
eliminate the bourgeoisie which had been applied by Mao,
the rehabilitation of many counter-revolutionaries who
opposed him, etc.), it seems to us completely unjusb to
make use, without a critical spirit, of their version of Mao
Tsetung's writings to criticize his ideas. Our Party has
not accepted bhose documents, except for those concepts
which are coherent with his works as a whole, which is an
attitude adopted even by the academic specialists in
Chinese history who bend every effort to safeguard their
reputation for objectivity, and who do not accept bhe
authenticity of all these texts. We should add, never-
theless, that even these revisionist falsifications done
with the purpose of using Mao's presbige for their own
ends cannot darken the essentially correct and revolu-
tionary content of his ideas which are contained in these
writings.

Together with the precautions which are necessary in
analyzing Mao Tsetung's ideas (so as not to attribute
falsifications to him), the investigation into the objective
difficulties that their application faced must be carried
out with dialectical materialist criteria. We think that
bhere are two basic aspecbs that must be taken into ac-

count so that such an analysis will be based on
materialism and dialectics. On the one hand it's necessary
Lo analyze that process in the international context within
which its various stages developed; on the other hand, it's
necessary to consider the particularities of Chinese socie-
ty and the real contradictions-objective and subjec-
tive-which occurred in that process. Otherwise, one will
fall into a one-sided, metaphysical and idealist analysis,
considering Mao, for example, "omnipotent," and thus at'
tributing everyihing that happened in China to him, and
then searching his works in a forced way to find formula-
tions which might seem to explain the reactionary course
which the politics of that country took, and even at-
tributing to him the paternity of openly antiMarxist
theories (such as that of the "Three Worlds") which are in
complete contradiction with his long-standing views and
which he never formulated either in writing or in speak-
ing.

In our judgement, the most serious consequences of an
incorrect analysis is not just the disparaging of a great
revolutionary leader, but also the negabion of the impor'
tant contributions he made in the application and develop-



ment of Marxism-Leninism, both in his leadership of the
struggle for revolution and in his fight against interna-
tional revisionism and to build and develop socialism.

I. THE PROBLEM OF THE
PROLETARIANIZATION OF THE
PARTY

The first important problem we think should be consider-
ed in judging bhe difficulties which the Chinese Marxist-
Leninists faced is the class composition of that country. On
the eve of the Communist Party of China's founda'
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peasant origin; 1,255,923, or Ll.77o of its members, are in-
tellectuals; and 558,188, that is, 5.2Vo, come from other
social strata.

To resolve this serious contradiction, Mao Tsetung and
the Chinese Marxist-Leninists could only apply (and did
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tify
bhe
man
within the party and the removal of the anti-party fac'
tions which were established around those ideas; 3) the
carrying out of permanent campaigns io rectify ihe style
of work and of criticism and self-criticism to correct.er'
roneous methods and ideas; 4) facilitating the enbry of
workers into the party and restricting (especially after the
triumph of the revolution), the entry of obher social sec'
tors. These, essentially, were the possibilities for resolv-
ing this contradiction, and there is conclusive proof that
Mao Tsetung and the Chinese Marxist'Leninists put them

revolution and the socialist revolution were carried out
under these extremely difficult conditions.
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II. THE ROLE OF MARXIST.
LENINIST IDEOLOGY

As for his appraisal of Marxism-Leninism, Mao
also con-
but as an
rete reali-
e Chinese

Communist Party in ihe National War," he points out:
"Generally speaking, all Communist Party members who
can do so should study the theory of Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Stalin, study our na0ional hisbory and study current

they should help to
g. The cadres in par-
cts carefully, while
e and senior cadres

should give them even more attention. No political party
can possibly lead a great revolutionary movement to vic-
tory unless it possesses revolutionary theory and a
knowledge of history and has a profound grasp of the
practical movement.

"The theory of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin is
b itnotasa
d is not merely
g t of learning
a ion. It is not

just a matter of understanding the general laws derived
by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin frorn their extensive
study of real life and revolutionary experience, but of stu-
dying their standpoint and method in examining and solv-
ing problems. Our Party's mastery of Marxism--Leninism
is now rather bebter than it used to be, but is still far from
being extensive or deep. Ours is the task of leading a great
nation of several hundred million in a great and un-

ly learned something, and who has learned more and

Further on, Mao says
pracbice only when it
characteristics of our co
tional form," linking the
ism with the particularities of China. In this he faithfully
applies the teachings of Lenin, who states in his book,
"Left-Wing" Commimism, An Infantile Disorder, ',But

ywhere passing
of preparatory
is in each coun-

try achieving this development in lrs own u)ay." And fur-
ther on,."Everywhere we can feel that dissabisfaction with

tactics of the revolutionary proletariat in its struggle for a
world Soviet republic. We must clearly realize thaE such a
leading centre cannot under any circumstances be built up
on stereotyped, mechanically equalized and identical tac-
tical rules of struggle. As long as national and state dif-
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ferences exist among peoples and countries-and these
differences will continue to exist for a very long time even
after the dictatorship of the proletariat has been
established on a world scale-the unity of international
tactics of the Communist working-class movement of all
countries demands, not the elimination of variety, not the
abolition of national differences (that is a foolish dream at
the present moment), but such an application of. the fun-

ples of Communism (Soviet power and the
the proletariat) as will correctly modify
in certain particulars, correctly adapt and

apply them to nabional and national-state differences. In-
vestigate, study, seek, divine, grasp that which is
peculiarly national, specifically national in the concrete
manner in which each counbry approaches the fulfilment
of. the single international task, in which it approaches the
victory over opportunism and 'Left' doctrinarism within
the working-class movement, the overthrow of the
bourgeoisie, and the establishment of a Soviet republic
and a proletarian dictatorship-such is bhe main task of
the historical period through which all the advanced coun-
tries (and not only the advanced countries) are now pass-
i.rg."

In 1941, at a cadre meeting held in conjunction with a
party rectification campaign being carried out in Yenan,
Mao, recognizing Marxism's contribution to the Chinese
revolution, points out, "The twenty years of the Com-
munist Party of China have been twenty years in which
the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism has become
more and more integrated with the concrete practice of
the Chinese revolution. If we recall how superficial and
meagre our understanding of Marxism-Leninism and of
the Chinese revolution was during our Party's infancy, we
can see how much deeper and richer it is now. For a hun-
dred years, the finest sons and daughters of the disaster-
ridden Chinese nation fought and sacrificed bheir lives,
one stepping into the breach as another fell, in quest of
the truth that would save the country and the people. This
moves us to song and tears. But it was only after World
War I and the October Revolution in Russia that we
found Marxism-Leninism, the best of truths, the best of
weapons for liberabing our nation. And the Communist
Party of China has been the initiator, propagandist and
organizer in the wielding of this weapon. As soon as it was
linked with the concrete practice of the Chinese revolu-
tion, the universal truth of Marxism-Leninism gave an en-
tirely new complexion to the Chinese revolution. Since the
outbreak of the War of Resistance Against Japan, our
Party, basing itself on the universal truth of Marxism-
Leninism, has taken a further step in its study of the con-
crete practice of this war and in its study of China and the
world today, and has also made a beginning in the study
of Chinese history. These are all very good signs."

The following year (19421, in the Party School attached
to the Central Committee, as part of one of the campaigns
to rectify the style of work, with bhe purpose of
ideologically proletarianizing the party, he remarks, "Let
us first ask, is the theoretical level of our Party high or
low? Recently more Marxist-Leninist works have been
translated and more people have been reading them. That
is a very good thing. But can we therefore say that the
theoretical level of our Party has been greatly raised?
True, the level is now somewhat higher than before. But
our theoretical front is very much out of harmony with the
rich content of the Chinese revolutionary movement, and
a comparison of the two shows that the theoretical side is
lagging far behind. Generally speaking, our theory cannot
as yet keep pace with our revolutionary practice, let alone
lead the way as it should. We have not yet raised our rich
and varied practice to bhe proper theoretical plane."



On the eve of the revolution's triumph, in June 1949, in
his work "On the People's Democratic Dictatorship,"
Mao once again gives recognition to the role played by
Marxism in the victories which had been won, victories
which formed one of the greatest epics of revolutionary
history. "As everyone knows, our Party passed through
these twenty-eight years not in peace but amid hardships,
for we had to fight enemies, both foreign and domestic,
both inside and outside the Party. We thank Marx,
Engels, Lenin and Stalin for giving us a weapon. This
weapon is not a machine-gun, but Marxism-Leninism."

In March 1955, in a National Conference of the CPC, he
once again emphasizes the necessity of studying
Marxism-Leninism. "We must propagate dialectical
materialism among the five million intellectuals inside
and outside the Party and among cadres at all levels so
that Chey will grasp it and combat idealism, and we shall
bhen be able to organize a powerful corps of theoretical
workers, which we urgently need. That again will be a
very good thing.

"We must draw up a plan for the formation of such a
corps with several million people taking up the study of
dialectical materialism and historical materialism, the
theorebical basis of Marxism, and combating all shades of
idealism and mechanical materialism. At present there are
many cadres doing theoretical work, but there is still no
corps of theoretical workers, much less a powerful one.
Without such a corps, the cause of the entire Party, the
socialist industrialization and socialist transformation of
our country, the modernization of our national defence
and our research in atomic energ'y cannot move along or
succeed. "

In 1956, after the Twentieth Congress of the CPSU, in
the face of the beginning of the public abandonment of
Marxism by a series of communist parties, among them
the Soviet party, Mao points out to them, "How much
capital do you have? Just Lenin and Stalin. Now you have
abandoned Stalin and practically all of Lenin as well, with
Lenin's feet gone, or perhaps with only his head left, or
with one of his hands cut off. We, on our part, stick to stu-
dying Marxism-Leninism and learning from the October
Revolution. Marx has left us a great many writings, and
so has Lenin. To rely on the masses, to follow the mass
line-this is what we have learned from them. Not to rely
on the masses in waging class struggle and not to make a
clear distinction between the people and the enemy-that
would be very dangerous."

In the year 1957, a great ideological rectification cam-
paign is undertaken, in order to mobilize the masses to
criticize the reactionary ideas and actions which were stir-
red up in China due to the events in Hungary and
Khrushchev's attacks on Stalin. Mao Tsetung is in favor
of allowing the rightist forces within the national
bourgeoisie, and among the intellectuals and other sec-
tors, to express themselves, for a limited time, even in the
press, in order to bring out their reactionary ideas and un-
mask them before the people, and then launch a big
fcounteroffensive against them. "In general, counter-

them. That will help us see these statements for what they
are and wage struggles against them." The great struggle
undertaken against these reactionary ideas was at the
same time a training campaign in proletarian, Marxist'
Leninist, ideology. "The intellectuals," Mao says, "are,
reluctant to accept Marxism-Leninism. Marxism-
Leninism was opposed by many people in the past. The
imperialists opposed it. Chiang Kai-shek opposed it, day
in day out, saying 'Communism is not suited to China's

conditions' and making people afraid of it. It requires
time as well as a socialist ideological revolutionary move-
menb for intellectuals to embrace Marxism-Leninism and
transform their bourgeois world outlook inbo the pro-
letarian world outlook. The movement this year is meant
to pave the way."

In 1963 Mao launched the Socialist Education Move-
ment to strengthen the study of Marxism and fight the
"Party persons in power taking the capitalist road," a
movement which would create the conditions for the Pro-
letarian Cultural Revolution two years later. At the same
time, on June 14, 1963, "A Proposal Concerning the
General Line of the International Communist
Movement," directed against the USSR, and a series of
Open Letters to that party were published, in defense of
Marxism-Leninism and in opposition to Khrushchev's
revisionist theses and politics,

During the Proletarian Cultural Revolution, the study
of Marxism-Leninism reached massive proportions,
unknown before in the history of any counbry. Suffice it to
say that in the ten years after 1966, the year in which that
revolution began, Chinese book stores sold 4.8 billion
copies of the works of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and
Mao, and study was promoted on a vast scale.

Finally, in the years before his death, once again laun'
ching the struggle against Teng Hsiao-ping and those
who wanted bo reverse the victories of the Cultural
Revolution, Mao Tsetung calls anew for intensifying the
study and application of Marxism-Leninism, and par'
ticularly Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin's teachings on
bhe dictatorship of the proletariat. A tremendous mass
campaign is begun, to study and deepen the application of
the dictatorship of the proletariat, restricting the remains
of bourgeois right which served as the basis to nourish
revisionism.

It's clear, then, that in the course of the various stages
of the Chinese Revolution Mao Tsetung bent every effort
not only to see that Marxism-Leninism was assimilated
and applied by the party cadres and members, bub also
that it was spread to and applied by the vast masses of
Chinese people. Without a doubt, this titanic work of
spreading scientific socialism, as enriched by Mao
himself, is a seed in the consciousness of the honest CPC
members and the masses, so that they will rebel against
the antiMarxist theories and practices of the current
renegades who have usurped power in China.

III. THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN
LINES WITHIN THE PARTY

Another aspect of the ideological proletarianization of
the CPC which Mao promoted, although later we'll see
that its political significance was even greater, was the
struggle he led both against the manifestations of the
bourgeois lines in the party and the factions which formed
around some of those lines. With a profound understand-
ing of dialectics, Mao Tsetung put forward the consolida-
tion of the party as Caking place through the solution of
the contradictions which arose within it, contradictions
which are inherent in every process in the universe. As
Lenin, Stalin and Mao pointed out, the class contradic-
tions in society are reflected within the communist par-
ties, giving rise both to erroneous views which reflect
aspects of the different manifestations of the bourgeois
line, and to factions, organized. around the bourgeois line,
which are antagonistic to the party. The recognition of
this reality, inherent not only in the history of all com-
munist parties and the very International Communist
Movement, but in the universally dialectical and con-
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we_re setting the line in those parties.
In his conception of how [o carry out line struggle
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within the party, Mao Tsetung has called attention to the
difference between the influence of bourgeois ideas or
habits on members who are essentially honist and fall in-
to wrong positions, and the infiltration and generation in
the party of factional groups who come together in an

so that they can overcome their errors, while at the same
time we unite with them to the degree that they are
honestly mistaken elements, to reeducate them and help
them overcome their errors, The latter we unmask
through ideological struggle, we expel them from the par-
ty, and we punish them in accordance with their crir4es
against the revolution. In practice the problem of differen-
tiating between the two is complex. This is particularly so
because those who are honest and who have fallen into er-
rors believe, until criticism and education shows them
otherwise, that they are right, and they frequently ex-
press their points of view vehemently. The factionalists,
on the other hand, conscious of their counter-revolutionary
work, hide their intentions and in many ways act in secret.
Therefore there is the danger of treating enemies like peo-
ple who are mistaken and of treating like enemies tliose
honest members who have been drawn into error to these
enemies' b
ficult with
the party's
gives them
bers into wrong positions. Only a party which has been
tempered in line struggle, in the correct method of resolv.
ing coltradictions within the party, both among the peo
ple and with enemies, is capable of correctly resolving this
complex problem. This is why Mao Tsetung attached so
much importance to the party's training to resolve these
contradictions by, on the one hand, studying Marxist-
Leninist principles, and by, on the other hand, all
members educating themselves through active participa-
tion in the struggle against the various manifestations of
the bourgeois line, carrying out criticism and self-
criticism, and, when dealing with the defense of prin-
ciples, daring to "go against the tide." For that reason he
opposed the bureaucratic resolution of this type of prob-
lem of who is wrong and who is an enemy through me
chanical dictates from on high, without a wide debate in
which the members, oriented by those who uphold the cor-
rect line, differentiate between enemies and mistaken
comrades for themselves, and reaffirm their revolutionary
positions or liberate themselves if they have been in.
fluenced by the wrong ideas. In each struggle it's more im-
portant that the members learn for themselves how to dis-
tinguish between the correct and the incorrect and be-
tween comrades and enemy infiltrators, than that they ac-
quire a blind faith in the infallibility of their leaders to
overcome this kind of problem and determine who is
Marxist or anti-Marxist.

mistaken and the conscious enemies, and whatever errors
they might have committed in that regard in the face of
the powerful revisionist current which imposed itself on
almost all of the Communist Movement after World War
2 (errors which other great revolutionary leaders also com-
mitted), in no way diminishes the validity of Mao's correct
statements about how to resolve this type of contradic-



tion, nor of the extremely valuable experiences of the
struggle which he waged to resolve them.

During the whole history of the CPC and the Chinese
Revolution, Mao Tsetung and the Chinese Marxist-
Leninists applied a cledr line in order to: detect the con-
tradictions within the party; fight all manifestations of
the bourgeois line; make every effort to criticize and
reeducate the mistaken members or leaders; and purify
the party of the anti'party factionalist elements' The very
facC that the ten line struggles are talked about shows
these lines were fought against, to remove them from the
party, and not tolerated in it. Already in his 1928 article
ibout "The Struggle in the Chingkang Mountains," Mao
remarks, "During the revolutionary upsurge (in June),
many careerists took advantage of the Party's open
recruitment of members and sneaked into the Party, with
the result that the membership in the border area rapidly
rose to more than ten thousand. Since the leaders of the
branches and district committees were mostly new
members, good inner-Party education was out of the ques'

tion. As soon as the White terror struck, the careerists
defected and acted as guides for the counter-
revolutionaries in rounding up our comrades, and the Par-
ty organizations in the Wh
After September the Party
cleaning and set strict class
ship,"

I; 1938, in his work "The Role of the Chinese Com-

The Central Committee did everything possible to over-
come Chang Kuetao's iniquitous and erroneous line and
to frustrate his anti'Party activity, and also tried to save
Chang Kuo-tao himself. But as he stubbornly refused to
correcl his mistakes and resorted to double-dealing, and
subsequently even betrayed the Party and threw himself
into the arms of the Kuomintang, the Party had to take
firm measures and expel him." And then he adds, "In the
struggle against deviations, we must give serious atten-
tion 1o opposing double-faced behaviour. As Chang Kuo'
tao's career shows, the greatest danger of such behaviour
is that it may develop into factional activity."

Later, in 1939 he remarks, "In applying the policy of
recruiting intellectuals in large numbers' we must un-
doubtedly take great care to prevent the infiltration of
those elements sent in by the enemy and the bourgeois
political parties and to keep out other disloyal elements'
We -usCbe very strict about keeping out such elements.

sneaked into our Party, armY or
t be firmly but discriminatinglY
of conclusive evidence."

In his article, "Oppose Stereotyped Party Writing" he

states, "Two termi used to appear in the articles and
speeches of many comrades, one being 'ruthless struggle'
and the other 'merciless blows.' Measures of that kind are

the enemy or against enemy
against our own comrades is
t enemies and enemy ideologY
is discussed in Item 4 of the

Conclusion of. the History of the Communist Party of the
Souiet Union (Bolsheuiks), Short Course. Against these
enemies, we must undoubtedly resort to ruthless struggle
and merciless blows, because the scoundrels use these
very measures against the Party; if we were tolerant of
them, we should fall right into their trap. But the same
measures should not be used against comrades who occa-
sionally make mistakes; to them we should apply the

method of cribicism and self-criticism, the method in-
dicated in Item 5 of the Conclusion of. the History of the

of 1943 for the study of the past struggles between the
two lines within the Party. The old factions are gone.

defeat of these factional grouPs.

ion takes place against the faction
In his opening speech before the
the CPC, Mao says, in this regard,

"As you comrades all know, the emergence of the anti'
Party alliance of Kao Kang and Jao Shu'shih was by no
rrreans accidentai, but was an acute manifestation of the
intense class struggle in our country at the present stage.
The criminal aim of this anti-Party alliance was to split
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united and consolidated. This is an important victory in
our struggle for the cause of socialism."

And then he adds, "For the purpose of building a
socialist society, the Central Committee deems it
necessary at this juncture to set
mission in accordance with th
replace the old Discipline Inspec

y disciplin iod of intense
ep up the t all kinds of
law and o in particular
e recurren the Kao-Jao

anti-Party alliance which seriously jeopardizes the in-
terests of the Party."

-The same year, showing the complexity of the problem
of how to prevent infiltration of hidden reactionaiies into
a party which was so large and in a society in which the
specific weight of the proletariat was so small, Comrade

their way into
keen, they are
om bad types.

to tell the bad from the good, bur we u." r,oJu"olirolt::I
ing through those who operate in unusual conditions. The

nter-revolutionaries who put on
e features and to give a false im-
'As for many of the individuals
they were able to deceive us

because our Party organizations, state organs, people,s
organizations, cultural and educational institu[ions or
enterprises failed to make a strict examination of their
records before admitting them. It was also because we
were in a_stormy period of revolution in the recent past
and people of all sorts tried to get close to us as we
emerged the victors; so inevitably the waters were mud-
died, the bad became mixed with the good, and we have
not yet got around to sifting them thoroughly. Further-

Finally, we also know-and we won't go into this now,
since we analyze ib further on-the criteria with which

countenance, the struggle against them was carried out
by means of criticism. As soon as it became clear that it
wasn't a question of mere deviations but rather of a
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perialists, they cling to the bourgeois ideology of oppres-
sion and exploitation of the proletariat and to the
capitalist system, and they oppose Marxist-Leninist
ideology and the socialisi system . Their struggle
against us is one of life and death, and there is no question
of equality. Therefore, our struggle against them, too, can
be nothing but a life-and-death struggle, and our relation-
ship with them can in no way be one of equali0y."

We believe, bhen, that throughout Mao Tsetung's works
and his ruthless concrete struggle against the oppor-
tunists inside and outside the Party, an entirely correct
line and great teachings for the revolutionary movement
shine through, and they must be preserved. It wasn't he
who favored the existence of contradictions, the arising of
deviations or anti-party factions. On the contrary, he car-
ried out a consistent struggle against them until his last
days, purifying the party at each point when he was able
to foresee that what was being dealt with wasn't just a
question of ideological errors. The size of the CPC and
Chinese society determined the complexity and breadth of
these problems and made it impossible for Mao Tsetung,
leading the Marxist-Leninists, to resolve them during his
lifetime-which, considering exactly these factors, makes
the gigantic battle he waged stand out even more sharply.

In the Soviet Union, too, the line struggle within the
Bolshevik Party was extremely complex, and the result
was unfavorable there too, since the revisionists have
temporarily come to power. If we rely on what is laid out
in the History of the Communist Party of the Souiet
Union (Bolsheuiks), even just in relation to what hap-
pened in that party after the seizure of power, it is
established that:

In 1918, as the History indicates, the " 'left'-wing com-
munists" took over the party's Moscow Regional Bureau
That same year, Lenin declared in the CPSU's Seventh
Congress, "the severe crisis which our Party is now ex-
periencing, owing to bhe formation of a Left opposition
within it, is one of the gravest crises the Russian revolu-
tion has experienced."

In 1919, at the Eighth Congress of the CPSU, Bukharin
and Pyatakov put forward a program of opposition with a
line opposed to that of the Marxist-Leninists on the na-
tional question, the peasant question, etc. At that same
time, there arose the socalled "Military Opposition"
group, which, while it opposed Trotsky in these matters,
also had opportunist ideas. On their part, Sapronov and
Ossinsky headed up another faction which denied the
leading role of the proletariat in the Soviets.

The Ninth Congress of the CPSU took place in 1920.
The History tells us, "But not all members of the Party
were of the same mind as the Central Committee. The
small opposition groups-the Trotskyites, 'Workers Op-
position,"Left Communists,''Democratic-Centralists,'
etc.-wavered and vacillated in face of the difficulties at-
tending the transition to peaceful economic construction.
There were in the Party quite a number of ex-members of
the Menshevik, Socialist-Revolutionary, Bund and Borot-
bist parties, and all kinds of seminationalists from the
border regions of Russia. Most of them allied themselves
with one opposition group or another."

Ab the Tenth Congitiss all these groups put forward
anti-Marxist views, and the Congress ordered "the im-
mediate dissolution of all factional groups. . . non-
observance of the congress decision to be followed by un-
conditional and immediate expulsion from the Party." In



1921, in fact, the first party purge was carried out against
"rascals, bureaucrats, dishonest or wavering Com-
munists, and of Mensheviks who have repainted their
'facade' but who have remained Mensheviks at heart."
According to the History, 1?0,000 members are expelled,
bhat is, 25Vo of the total membership. Nevertheless, as
we'll see, the main opportunist groups continue operaling
within the party.

In the fall of 1923, the History tells us, at the Twelfth
Congress of the CPSU, Trotsky "mustered all the anti-
Leninist elements in the Party and concocted an opposi-
tion platform against the Party, its Ieadership and its
policy."

In January of. L924, in the Thirteenth Conference of the
CPSU, Stalin fought the opposition's views. Neverthe-
less, the History points out, "The Trotskyites did not
cease their subversive work." In May of this same year,
they are condemned again by the Thirteenth Congress of
the CPSU, but still they are not liquidated.

In April 1925, aL the Fourteenth Conference of the
CPSU, the Trotskyites raise their theory of the "perma-
nent revolution." Bukharin, for his part, puts forward an
openly rightist line. In December of that year, the Four-
teenth Congress of bhe CPSU is held, and according to the
History, "The situation within the Party was tense and
strained. Never in its history had there been a case when
the whole delegation from an important Party centre like
Leningrad prepared to come out in opposition to their
Central Committee." And then it indicates, "Though
defeated at the Congress, the Zinovievites did not submit
to the Party. They started a fight against the decisions of
the Fourteenth Congress."

"In the summer of 1926," the History of the CPSU con-
tinues, "the Trotskyites and Zinovievites united to form
an anti-Party bloc, made it a rallying point for the rem-
nants of all the defeated opposition groups, and laid the
foundation of their secret anti-Leninist party." "They
tried to get the Party members to discuss [a platform]."
Still, this didn't prevent the main factionalists from
presenting a statement against factional activity to the
Central Committee, in order to fool it, "Nevertheless," the
History indicates, "the bloc continued to exist and ils
adherents did not stop their underhanded work againsl

bher their anti
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their platform."

In November 1926, at the Fifteenth Party Conference,
once again the majority condemns them. Nevertheless, in
L927 they raise an opportunist platform called the "Plat-
form of the Eighty-Three." It was discussed and defeated
in October 1927. Then they try to organize public protest
demonstrations in Moscow and Leningtad, on November
?, the anniversary of the Revolution no less. For that
reason, on November 14, t927, Trotsky and Zinoviev are
expelled from the party. In December of the same year,
the Fifteenth Congress of the CPSU ratifies that expul-
sion.

Nevertheless, the History of the CPSU points out that
some time after bhe Fifteenth Congress, "The majority of
the expelled accepted bhe terms of reinstatement and
made public statements in the press to this effect. Desir-
ing to be clement them an
opportunity to onc tY and of
the working class, ts ranks.
However, bime showed that, with few exceptions, the
recantation of the 'leading lights' of the bloc of Trot'
skyites and Zinovievites were false and hypocritical from
beginning to end." Meanwhile, aside from those rein-
filtrating the Party, there arose another rightist group

headed by Bukharin and Rykov, and, "At a meeting of the
Central Commibbee they advanced a new antiParty plat-
form."

In 1934, Kirov, a top-level leader of the CPSU, is
assassinated. The Moscow trials bhen begin, Iasting until
1937. "The trials," the History of the CPSU indicates,
"showed that these dregs of humanity [Bukharin, Radek,

Bukharin-Trotsky fiends bo be shot."
From that time on, there is no record of any new

manifestations of the struggle against factional groups
within the CPSU. The dictatorship of the proletariat and
socialist construction in the USSR seem to develop
wibhout significant obstacles from within the CPSU.
Nevertheless, little more than two years after Stalin's
death, with the Twentieth Congress of the CPSU' one

discovers that it has fallen inbo the hands of revisionists
who already had high-level positions within ib; that these
revisionists, after slandering Stalin, raise an antiMarxist
platform for the whole International Communist Move-
ment worldwide; that they begin to rush to restore

cessors. It has been more than twenty years since these
events, and still there is no word of a significant struggle
led by Marxist-Leninists against revisionism in power
and the state capitalism, either in the USSR or in the
countries tied into the Warsaw Pact.

As we'll see later on, the revisionist bourgeoisie which

against this current by Mao Tsetung and the Chinese
Marxist-Leni:rists, without abandoning the purpose of
deeply investigating the causes which gave rise to this
current.

IV. THE CONTRADICTIONS WITH
THE NATIONAL BOURGEOISIE

In China the advance to socialism and communism had
to be achieved in a colonial, semicolonial and feudal socie-

ty. These conditions demanded that before the establish-
ment of socialism there had to be a previous stage' a peo'
ple's democratic revolution, in order to liberate the coun-

13



Evaluation . ..
try from imperialism, do away with bhe remains of
feudalism, and put an end to the rule of the big
bourgeoisie linked with imperialism. This process was car-
ried out on bhe basis of the worker-peasani alliance and in
alliance with sectors ofthe n der the
leadership of the proletaria of im-
perialism from China and feudal
forces and the big comprador bourgeoisie tied to im-
perialism-that is, with the complete triumph of the peo-
ple's democratic revolution in regard to the question of
political power-in order to go on to socialism, the na-
tional bourgeoisie must be maintained for a relabively
long period of time to develop the productive forces and
the proletariat. This situation gives rise to a complex pro-
blem in the class struggle: on the one hand, it was
necessary to allow capitalism to develop to a certain ex-
tent, controlled and subordinated to the already socialized
sector of the economy; on the other it was necessary to
stop the bourgeoisie's tendency to transform itself into

Although Mao Tsetung considers the peasantry the main
force in the Chinese revolution (because of its relative
weight within the population), and the people's
democratic revolution had to be carried out in alliance
with the national bourgeoisie, at the same time he makes
it perfectly clear that only under the leadership of the
working class and its party can that revolution iucceed.
In 1936, for example, in his work "Problems of Strategy
in China's Revolutionary War," he points out, "The
masses of China's peasantry and urban petty bourgeoisie
wish to take an active part in the revolutionary war and to
carry it to complete victory. They are the main forces in
the revolutionary war, but, being small-scale producers,
they are limited in their political outlook (and some of the
unemployed masses have anarchist views), so that they
are unable to give correct leadership in the war. Therefore,
in an era when the proletariat has already appeared on the
political stage, the responsibility for leading China's
revolutionary war inevitably falls on the shoulders of the
Chinese Communist Party. In this era, any revolutionary
war will definitely end in defeat if it lacks, or runs counter
to, the leadership of the proletariat and the Communist
Party." The 'It is a law confirmed by
Chinese hist bourgeoisie, which may
participate i m and feudalism in cer-
tain historical circumstances, vacillates and turns traitor
in others, because ofits economic and political flabbiness.
Thus it is history's verdict that China's bourgeois-
democratic revolution against imperialism and feudalism

to follow the bourgeoisie, or is the bourgeoisie to follow
the proletariat? This question of responsibility for leader-
ship in the Chinese revolution is the linchpin upon which
the success or failure of the revolution depends,"

Mao insists on this basic point in almost every work
written before the conquest of power. Nevertheless, Mao
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Tsetung did not rest content with simply laying out the
necessity for proletarian leadership in general, but rather
made an important dialectical development of the dif-
ferent methods used in relation to the bourgeoisie's
unstable and changing behavior. In his article "Introduc-
ing The Communist," he says, "On the one hand, it is
necessary to combat the error of neglecting the possibility
that the bourgeoisie may join in the revolutionary strug-
gle at certain times and to a certain extent. It is an error of
'Left'closed-doorism to regard the bourgeoisie in China as
being the same as in the capitalist countries, and conse-
quently to neglect the policy of forming a united front
with the bourgeoisie and maintaining it for as long as
possible. On the other hand, it is also necessary to combat
the error of identifying the programme, policy, ideology,
practice, etc. of the proletariat with those of the
bourgeoisie, and neglecting the differences in principle be-
tween them. The error here consists in neglecting the fact
that the bourgeoisie (and especially the big bourgeoisie)
not only exerts an influence on the petty bourgeoisie and
the peasantry, but does its utmost to influence the pro-
letariat and the Communist Party in a strenuous effort to
destroy their ideological, political and organizational in-
dependence, turn them into an appendage of the bourgeoi-
sie and its political party, and ensure that it will reap the
fruits of the revolution for itself or its political party
alone; this error also consists in neglecting the fact that
the bourgeoisie (and especially the big bourgeoisie)
betrays the revolution whenever the revolution conflicts
with its own selfish interests or with those of its own
political party." Then he speaks of the necessity of carry-
ing out a policy of alliance and struggle with the bourgeoi-
sie, and says, "Unity here means the united front with the
bourgeoisie. Struggle here means the 'peaceful' and
'bloodless' struggle, ideological, polibical and organiza-
tional, which goes on when we are united with the bour-
geoisie and which turns into armed struggle when we are
forced to break with it. If our Party does not understand
that it must unite with the bourgeoisie in certain periods,
it cannot advance and the revolution cannot develop; if
our Party does not understand that it must wage a stern
and resolute 'peaceful' struggle against the bourgeoisie
while uniting with it, then our Party will disintegrate
ideologically, politically and organizationally and the
revolution will fail; and if our Party does not wage a stern
and resolute armed struggle against the bourgeoisie when
forced to break with it, our Party will likewise disinte-
grate and the revolution will likewise fail."

Already, before the triumph of the people's democratic
revolution, Mao Tsetung sees that the hegemony of the
proletariat is an indispensable condition not only for the
triumph of this stage of the revolution, but also, even
more so, of the socialist stage. "The Chinese Revolution
and the Chinese Communist Party" indicates, "Except
for the Communist Party, no political party (bourgeois or
petty-bourgeois) is equal to the task of leading China's
two great revolutions, the democratic and the socialist
revolutions, to complete fulfilment. From the very day of
its birth, the Communist Party has taken this twofold
task on its own shoulders and for eighteen years has
fought strenuously for its accomplishment. It is a task at
once glorious and arduous. And it cannot be accomplished
without a bolshevized Chinese Communist Party which is
national in scale and has a broad mass character, a party
fully consolidated ideologically, politically and organiza-
tionally. Therefore every Communist has the duty of play-
ing an active part in building up such a Communist
Party."

On the eve of the complete countrywide conquest of
power, in June 1949, Mao Tsetung clearly defines the



kind of power to be established with the people's
denlocratic revolution, and at the same time, the
continuing and insuring of proletarian leadership within
that state power. In his work, "On the People's
Democratic Dictatorship," he says, "The people's
democratic dictatorship is based on the alliance of the
working class, the peasantry and the urban petty
bourgeoisie, and mainly on the alliance of the workers and
the peasants, because these two classes comprise 80 to 90
per cent of China's population. These two classes are the
main force in overthrowing imperialism and the Kuomin-
tang reactionaries. The transition from New Democracy
to socialisr.r also depends mainly upon their alliance."

"The people's democratic dictatorship needs the leader-
ship of the working class. For it is only the working class
that is most farsighted, most selfless and most
thoroughly revolutionary. The entire history of revolution
proves that without the leadership of the working class
revolution fails and that with the leadership of the work-
ing class revolution triumphs. In the epoch of imper-
ialism, in no country can any other class lead any genuine
revolution to victory. This is clearly proved by the fact
that the many revolutions led by China's petty bour-
geoisie and national bourgeoisie all failed."

Right after this he explains why, during a certain stage
in Chinq it is necessary to maintain an alliance with the
national bourgeoisie, under the hegemony of the pro-
letariat: "The national bourgeoisie at the present stage is
of great importance. Imperialism, a most ferocious
enemy, is still standing alongside us. China's modern in-
dustry still forms a very small proportion of the national
economy. No reliable statistics are available, but it is
estimated, on the basis of certain data, that before the
War of Resistance Against Japan the value of output of
modern industry constituted only about l0 per cent ofthe
total value of output of the national economy. To counter
imperialist oppression and to raise her backward economy
to a higher level, China must utilize all the factors of ur'
ban and rural capitalism that are beneficial and not harm-
ful to the national economy and the people's livelihood;
and we must unite with the national bourgeoisie in com-
mon struggle. Our present policy is bo regulate capitalism,
not to destroy it. But the national bourgeoisie cannot be
the leader of the revolution, nor should it have the chief
role in state power. The reason it cannot be the leader of
the revolution and should not have the chief role in state
power is that the social and economic position of the na-
tional bourgeoisie determines its weakness; it lacks
foresight and sufficient courage and many of its members
are afraid of the masses."

After the seizure of state power, at every step of the
way Mao Tsetung reaffirms the leading role of the pro'
letariat, especially during the years when the transition to
socialism was being accelerated throughout the whole
economy. In 1953, in "Criticism of Liang Shu-ming's
Reactionary Ideas," he proclaims, "We firmly stand for
the leadership of the proletariat over all and sundry
(workers, peasants, industrialists and businessmen, the
nationalities, democratic parties and people's organiza'
tions, industry, agriculture, political and military affairs,
in short, everything) and for both unity and struggle. If
you want to sound us out, then this is one thing you will
learn, a thing which is fundamental in nature. This is no
trifling matter, is it?" This hegemonic proletarian leader-
ship is progressively converted into proletarian dictator-
ship, as the country advances to socialism and the
bourgeoisie opposes it. In "On the Ten Major Relation'
ships," written in 1956, while Mao Tsetung is in favor of
the continued existence of some parties which represent
sections of the national bourgeoisie, as a way to force

them to cooperate and to unmask their opposition to
socialism, he also clearly declares, "But at present we can-
not do without the proletarian party and the dictatorship
of the proletariat and, what is more, it is imperative that
they should be made still more powerful. Otherwise, we
would not be able to suppress the counter-revolutionaries,
resist the imperialists and build socialism, or consolidate
it when it is built. Lenin's theory on the proletarian party
and the dictatorship of the proletariat is by no means 'out-
moded,' as alleged by certain people. The dictatorship of
the proletariat cannot but be highly coercive'" And the
same year, in his speech at the Second Plenary Session of

take into its own hands, and on the other, to restrict the
bourgeoisie's development, incorporating its enterprises
into the state sector step by step, in the form of joinb
enterprises, and firmly combating its reactionary ideas
and activities. This line was on its way to complete suc'
cess, if it hadn't been for the interference by the new

isen within the Par-

:;fi'"ff[i::1Tl
ir plans to establish

state capitalism.
Mao Tsetung's point of departure is that the principal

contradiction in Cnit a after the triumph of the people's
democratic revolution is the contradiction between the

tory of the Chinese revolution and the solution of the land
problem, two basic contradictions will still exist in China.
the first is internal, that is, the contradiction between the
working class and the bourgeoisie. The second is external,
that is, the contradiction between China and the imperial'
ist countries." In many works, furthermore, among them
"On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the
People," he indicates the antagonistic nature of this con-

tradliction. Nevertheless, "rr.rIh. 
essential character of a

contradiction has two aspecbs, An antagonistic contradic-
tion has a non-antagonistic aspect as well, arrd under cer-

tain conditiozs it can be dealt with and even resolved by
non-antagonisbic methods. This is because every property
of a coniradiction (in this case its antagonism) can be

transformed into its opposite, It is exactly the possibility
of this transformation, under the conditions of an anti'

perialism, feudalism and the big bourgeoisie, the pro-
ietariat can resolve its contradictions with the national
bourgeoisie or part of it by non-antagonistic methods, for
a certain time ind under certain conditions' This possibili'
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ty of transforming the character of a contradiction into its

tical viewpoint, Lenin indicates that this possibility of
transformation has to be judged in accord with concrete
conditions and not in an absolute, abstract and metaphy-
sical way.

In his article "The Junius Pamphlet," Lenin points out:
"That all dividing lines, both in nature and sbciety, are
conventional and dynamic, and that euery phenomenon
might, under certain conditions, be transformed into its
gpposite, is, of course, a basic proposition of Marxist
dialectics," warning further on, nevlrtheless, that this
must be judged according to concrete conditions so as not
to fall into sophism in the name of dialectics. When, for ex-

Kautsky, who put forward the
alism," citing the fact that Marx
such a possibility in the 1860s in

d States, Lenin doesn't refute that
possibility (which would in fact mean resolving an an-
tagonistic contradiction by non-antagonistic means) in ab-
solute terms, but rather points out the concrete conditions
which led them to cons that time,
conditions which had c ely by the
time Kautsky invoked the same
materialist and dialectical spirit led Lenin, despite the an-
tagonistic nature of the contradiction between the pro-
letariat and the bourgeoisie in Russia under the conciete

S

xi
ic

of power in a peaceful way, without an insurrection, as he
states in his article, "The Tasks of the Revolution.,,
Engels himself, for his part, calls attention to the fact
that, while in France the antagonistic contradiction be-

It follows, then, that Mao's views on treating the con-
tradiction between the proletariat and the national bour-

sector of the economy was being strengthened, there was
no other way except to make the maximum efforts to
maintain this kind of solution, which, of course, didn,t, de-
pend just on the proletariat, but on the attitude of the
bourgeoisie as well. Mao correctly strove to maintain this
relationship with the bourgeoisie, without ceasing to
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eliminate capitalism step by step and to fight all the
bourgeoisie's reactionary efforts. Extremely valuable
lessons can be drawn from this policy of unity and struggle
with the national bourgeoisie, especially for the countries
that must pass through the stage of people's democratic
revolubion, and these can't be discarded because of bhe tem-
porarily negative results of the Chinese Revolution which
are due to the traitorous and reactionary actions of another
kind of bourgeoisie arisen and developed within bhe
Chinese Communist Party and state.

One has to take into account that bhe Chinese revolu-
tionaries had to resolve the problem of advancing to com-
munism in struggle against the remains of the reactionary
forces overthrown through the people's democratic
revolution (the comprador big bourgeoisie and the
landlords), the various imperialist powers which had in-
berests in China (especially U.S. imperialism), the national
bourgeoisie, and the new type of bureaucratic bourgeoisie
which arose within the socialist economy iiself. After the
1949 triumph of the people's democratic revolution, the
CPC Central Committee under Mao Tsetung's leadership
Iaid out an 18-year plan for carrying out socialist transfor-
mation in the city and countryside. Speaking "On the
Cooperative Transformation of Agriculture" in July 1955,
Mao Tsetung states that, the Central Commibtee "intends
to accomplish the plan, in the main, in eighteen years. The
period of a little over three years from the founding of the
People's Republic of China in October 1949 to 1952 was
spent on rehabilitating the national economy, In the
sphere of agriculture, in addition to agrarian reform and
the,resboration ofproduction, during this period we great-
ly extended the organization of agricultural producers'
mutual-aid teams in all the old liberabed areas, where we
also began to form semi-socialist agricultural producers'
co-operatives and gained some experience. Next followed
the First Five-Year Plan, which began in 1953; nearly
ihree years have elapsed since then, during which our
agricultural co-operative movement has been spreading
all over the country and our experience growing. The
period from the founding of the People's Republic of
China to the end of the Third Five-Year PIan covers eight-
een years. In that period, we intend basically to ac-
complish the socialist transformation of agriculture
together wibh socialist industrialization and the socialist
transformation of handicrafts and capitalist industry and
commerce. Is this possible? Soviet experience tells us that
it is entirely possible. In the Soviet Union the Civil War
ended in 1920 and the collectivization of agriculture was
completed in the seventeen years from 1921 to 1937, the
main part of this work being done in the six years from
1929 to 1934." Nevertheless, at the end of 1955, Mao
sums up the development of cooperativization in bhe coun-
tryside, concludes that it has amply exceeded previous
calculations, and makes the decision to accelerate bhe
whole process of socializing the country. In his "Prefaces
to Socialist Upsurge in China's Countryside," he says,
"In my report of July 31, 1955 on the co-operative
transformation of agriculture, I put the number of pea-
sant households in co-operatives at 16,900,000, but in the
space of a few months thab number has been exceeded by
well over 50 million. This is a tremendous event. This
event makes it clear to us that we need only the calendar
year 1956 in order basically to complete the semisocialist
co-operative transformation of agriculture. In another
three or four years, that is, by 1959 or 1960, we can in the
main comple[e the transformation of semisocialist co-
operatives into fully socialist ones. This event makes it
clear to us that we must try to accomplish the socialist
transformation of China's handicrafts and capitalist in-
dustry and commerce ahead of schedule in order to meet



the needs of an expanding agriculture."
Mao Tsetung compiles the experiences of the peasant

masses in the cooperative movement, and at the end of
1955 prepares a book with more than 100 notes which sum
up reports done in various regions of the countryside
(Volume 5 only includes 43 of these). Already the ferocious
opposition being carried out by opportunist elements
within the CPC stands out very clearly, with all kinds of
"revolutionary" arguments for stopping the socialization
movement in the countryside and even, in fact, for
dissolving many cooperatives. Already, in May 1953, Mao
Tsetung is forced to demand that "all documents and
telegrams sent out in the name of the Central Committee
can be dispatched only after I have gone over them, other-
wise they are inualid," because Liu Shao-chi and his
followers, who had argued against speeding up coopera'
tivization, gave orders behind Mao Tsetung's back to stop
that movement and ordered the dissolution of the cooPer-
atives. In alliance with the bureaucratic bourgeoisie that
longed to consolidate a state capitalist regime, the na-
tional bourgeoisie prepared to furiously oppose the plans
to accelerate the advance to socialism. The bureaucratic
bourgeoisie, born and raised within the Communist Party
itself, was particularly encouraged by the rise to power of
Khrushchev and his accomplices in the Soviet Union, with
whom they certainly had long'standing secret links. The
national bourgeoisie had already been strongly hit at the
end of 1951 by the mass campaign launched in the
capitalist enterprises against bribery, tax evasion, theft of
state property, cheating on governmenb contracts and
stealing economic information. The bureaucratic bour-
geoisie, in the process of consolidating itself, for its part
was hit, by the campaign against corruption, waste and
bureaucracy.

In October 1955 Mao Tsetung calls a meeting with the
Executive Committee of the National Federation of In-
dustry and Commerce, and in November of that year, a

conference of party delegates working in the transform-
ing of capitalist industry and commerce. At the Sixth
Plenary Session of the Central Committee in October of
the same year, he had stated, "Agricultural co-operation
will enable us to conso[date our alliance with the peasants
on the basis of proletarian socialism and not of bourgeois
democracy. That will isolate the bourgeoisie once and for
all and facilitate the final elimination of capitalism. On
this matber we are quite heartless! On this matter Marxism
is indeed cruel and has little mercy, for it is determined to
exterminate imperialism, feudalism, capitalism, and small
production to boot. In this respect, it is better not to have
much mercy. Some of our comrades are too kind, they are
not tough enough, in other words, they are not so Marxist.
It is a very good thing, and a significant one too, to exter-
minate the bourgeoisie and capitalism in China, a country
with a population of 600 million. Our aim is to exter-
minate capitalism, obliterate it from the face of the earth
and make it a thing of the past." At the Seventh Plenary
Session of the Seventh Central Committee, a resolution is
passed to completely transform capitalist industry and
commerce into joint state-private enterprises, eliminating
private enterprises. Between January 1956 and the end of
that year the entire branches of 1 12,000 private industrial
enterprises and 400,000 commercial enterprises are
transformed. The capitalists thereafter receive a fixed in-
terest of 1Vo ofthe value of their property expropriated by
the state, until this interest is completely abolished by the
Prolebarian Cultural Revolution in 1966.

Despite the resounding blows waged against the na-

tional bourgeoisie in its economic base, the class struggle
against it continues. In his 1957 work "On the Correct
Handling of Contradictions Among the People," Mao

Tsetung indicates, "The class struggle between the pro-
letariat and the bourgeoisie, the class struggle between
the various political forces, and the class struggle between
the proletariab and the bourgeoisie in the ideological
field will still be protracted and tortuous and at times
even very sharp. The proletariat seeks to transform the
world according to its own world outlook, and so does the
bourgeoisie. In this respect, the question of which will win
out, socialism or capitalism, is not really settled yet'" Mao
puts forward a two-fold method to develop the struggle in
the ideological sphere: one regarding the counter-
revolutionaries overthrown by the people's democratic
revolution, and the other regarding wrong-thinking in-
tellectuals, the petty bourgeoisie and the national
bourgeoisie. "As far as unmistakable counterrevolu-
tionaries and saboteurs of the socialist cause are concern-
ed, the matter is easy, we simply deprive them of their
freedom of speech. But incorrect id
are quite a different matter. WiU it
and deny them any opportunity for
not, It is not only futile but very
methods in dealing with ideological questions among the
people, with quesbions about man's mental world' You
may ban the expression of wrong ideas, but the ideas will
still be there. On the other hand, if correct ideas are
pampered in hothouses and never exposed to the elements
and immunized against disease, they will not win out
against erroneous ones. Therefore, it is only by employing
the method of discussion, criticism and reasoning that we
can really foster correct ideas and overcome wrong ones'
and that we can really settle issues.

"It is inevitable that the bourgeoisie and petty
bourgeoisie will give expression to their own ideologies. Ib
is inevitable that they will stubbornly assert themselves
on political and ideological questions by every possible
means. You cannot expect them to do otherwise. We
should not use the method of supression and prevent
them from expressing themselves, but should allow bhem
to do so and at the same time argue with ihem and direct
appropriate criticism at them. Undoubtably, we must
ciilicize wrong ideas of every description. It certainly
would nob be right to refrain from criticism, look on while
wrong ideas spread unchecked and allow them to
dominate the field. Mistakes must be cribicized and
poisonous weeds fought wherever they crop up."

people, under the Par-
ainst the influence of
ogy, the slogan "Let a
Hundred Schools of

Thought Contend" is launched. This is an orientation
whose purpose is to promote "progress in the arts and
sciences and a flourishing socialist culture in our
land. We think that it is harmful to the growth of art
and science if administrative measures are used to impose
one particular style of art or school of thought and to ban
another. Questions of right and wrong in the arts and
sciences should be settled through free discussion in ar'
tistic and scientific circles and bhrough practical work in
these fields. They should not be settled in an over-simple
manner." The next month, in his speech at the party na-
tional conference on propaganda work, he adds, "Truth
develops through its struggle against falsehood. This is
how Marxism develops. Marxism develops in the struggle
against bourgeois and petty-bourgeois ideology, and it is
only through struggle that it can develop."

The policy of broad debate among the people, along
with the policy of discussion, criticism and self-criticism
within the party to fight incorrect ideas, is one of Mao
Tsetung's important contributions, with great
significance for socialist construction and the creation of
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working class and the masses to become conscious and

differences between manual and mental labor and be-
tween the city and the
leading party and the nce
in these spheres if th n a
paternalistic fashion out

themselves by confronting wrong ideas, and for them to

the other hand, there are leaders who, in order to
perpetuate their positions, transform Cheir knowledge in-
to private property, strive to be indispensable forevei and
do nothing to encourage the initiativi of the masses and

reactionary-, through active participation in ideological
struggle. The establishment of a revisionist line in almost
all the countries where the proletariat had won state
power is testimony to this fact.

V. THE STRUGGLE AGAINST
CHINESE REVISIONISM

Naturally, the indispen the education
of the masses in this ideo e existence of
a solid communist party, sm-Leninism.
Without a vanguard that convinces and orients the
masses in the course of debate against incorrect or reac-
tionary ideas, there is the risk- that these ideas will
triumph. In China, the correct method of debate among
the people taught by Mao and the Chinese Marxist--
Leninists would have had great success, if it hadn,t been
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for the infiltration and revisionist degeneration of the
CPC at all levels. Mao Tsetung did not iealize the real ex-
tent of this, until the struggle against Soviet revisionism.
Not to have detected this previously is the most serious
criticism that can be made of him. But clearly neither
Lenin nor Stalin forsaw the magnitude reached by this
new type of revisionism arising from within the com-
munist party itself wibh the goal of establishing a new
system of exploitation, in the form of state capitalism.
The accelerabion of economic development under
socialism, the centralization of the economy in the hands
of the state, and the possibility of planning that economy
constitute an immensely powerful economic base for a
revisionist current that sets out to use these means to ex-
ploit and oppress the people through state capitalism. By
comparison, the efforts of the overthrown bourgeoisie to
make a comeback, or the engendering of a bourgeoisie
through small-scale ownership, are dangers of minor scale.
Engels had an intuition of this danger. In his Introduction
to Marx's The Ciuil War in France, he calls for strengthen-
ing the dictatorship of the proletariat, once power has
been conquered, to prevent "the transformation of the
state and the organs of the state from servants of society
into masters of society," and as "an effective barrier to
place-hunting and careerism." Lenin, also, in his "Report
on the Party Programme" at the Eighth Congress, warn-
ed, "The tsarist bureaucrats began to join the Soviet in-
stitutions and practice their bureaucratic methods, they
began to assume the colouring of Communists and, to suc-
ceed better in their careers, to procure membership cards
of the Russian Communist Party. And so, they have been
thrown out of the door but they creep back in through the
window." Nevertheless, no leader really foresaw the ex-
tent of the problem, no longer a matter of the infiltration
of enemies in the party and in the sbate, but of the corrup-
tion of elements that in the past may have been revolu-
tionaries, who got used to the advantages that power
could offer and began to want to consolidate and expand
their privileges in opposition to the people. One of the
merits of the great debates and ideological and political
mobilizabions Mao promoted on the mass level, even
though, for the time being, they didn't attain the strength
necessary to crush the counterrevolutionaries who had in-
filtrated and grown up in the CPC and the Chinese state,
is that in the course of such struggles, it forced them to
expose themselves in all their reactionary features.

Mao Tsetung and the Chinese Marxist-Leninists, as
we've pointed out, find themselves facing not only the
reactionaries overthrown by the revolution, and the na-
tional bourgeoisie, but also a hypocritical revisionist cur-
rent that hides its sinister purposes and that occupies a
dominant role in the Chinese party and state. Mao only
starts to be on guard against this, although without
suspecting its real magnitude, as the features of those
who ha SU and state power in the
USSR, 19b6. Moreover, the prob-
lem he case in China, but a real
secret revisionist international whose members mutually
support each other, as we'll see later on.

At first, the representabives of this bureaucratic
bourgeoisie taking form become known in the party
through their reactionary views, although they hide
behind arguments with which they pretendto defend the
revolution. The majority of them are successful in hiding
their factional secret work for a long period of time. In
general, their objectives are to infiltrate, deform and cor-
rupt the party and the organs ofpower, and to oppose the
development of socialism in the city and the countryside
so as to protect their own plans for capitalist restoration
and seek out allies among the national bourgeoisie and



other even worse reactionaries.
As we have indicated, after the triumph of the Chinese

Revolution in 1949, there was already a deep divergence
between Mao Tsetung and Liu Shao-chi (one of the main
revisionist ringleaders) regarding the principal contradic-
tion now that the People's Republic had been founded. In
a note sent in L952, in which he refutes the head of the
United Front Work Department of the Central Committee
of the CPC, who presented the national bourgeoisie as an
intermediate class, Mao again insists that, "With the
overthrow of the landlord class and the bureaucrat-
capitalist class, the contradiction between the working
class and the national bourgeoisie has become the prin-
cipal contradiction iu China . " This insistence not-
withstanding, in Ocbober 1957, he finds himself obliged to
reiterate this formulation, and points out that the Eighth
Congress of the CPC had presented the principal con-
tradiction as between "the advanced socialist system and
the backward social productive forces." He adds, "This
formulation is incorrect,"

It's well known that Liu Shao-chi and his followers want
to stop the revolution at the stage of People's Democracy
and, abandoning the theory of the class struggle against
the bourgeoisie, hold that the development of the produc-
tive forces will lead bo socialism. In a meeting of the
Political Bureau held in 1953, Mao has to combat the
slogan spread by Liu Shao-chi and others-"firmly
establish the new-democratic social order"-with which
they want to oppose the advance of socialist construction.

Starting in the '50s, Liu Shao-chi and his clique oppose,
in word and in deed, the cooperativization movement
through which the countryside was advancing toward
socialism. Naturally, they present their reactionary
arguments wrapped in pseudo-Marxist phraseology,
pretending to defend the interests of the masses of
peasants and to oppose "rash leftism" in the
cooperativization movement. In the same way, hiding his
real intentions with pseudo-Marxist arguments, he op-
poses the accelerated advance of the socialization of in-
dustry, commerce and handicrafts in the cities. On May
12, 1949, in the First Youth Congress, Liu Shao-chi
declares that it is necessary to greatly develop capitalism
and that the number of factories, workshops and
machines is more important than the ownership system.
On another occasion he points out, "When in the fuiure
China has industrial overproduction, then it will be time
to construct socialism."

After the elimination of private industry, commerce and
handicrafts is in the main completed in 1956, Liu Shao-chi
and his followers change tactics and begin to declare that
with these transformations, the class struggle in China
has ended. For example, in 1957, in a conference of party
cadre in Shanghai, he asserts that "The bourgeoisie has
been essentially eliminated. . . " and that "in China the
class struggle has essentially ended." Nevertheless, he
continues to go all out to stimulate capitalism in the coun-
tryside and city, using as always, pseudo-Marxist
arguments. In 1961, he asserts regarding the peasant
economy, "We don't fear that capitalism will get out of
hand, the free market must be maintained." And, the
following year, in his conversations with cadre going to
the basic units, he states: "In the last years the peasants
have not benefitted from the collective economy." In a
speech in 1963 he indicates, "It is necessary to carry out
enough of a retreat in industry and agriculture, and at the
same time to establish more and more family production
and individual operations programs," This declaration is
seconded by Teng Hsiao-ping through his now-famous
phrase: "As long as we can raise production, we can revert
to individual exploitation. It doesn't matter if a cat is

black or white, as long as it catches mice."
These and other reactionary statements covered over

with phony Marxist language are implemented under the
pretext of "defending the interests of the masses" and op'
posing "'left' errors." Mao Tsetung and the Chinese
Marxist-Leninists combat them through sharp criticism
in the bodies of the party, still unaware of the sinister pur'
poses that inspired their promoters, Such struggle is ex-
tremely complex, since the revisionists-as we will
see-occupy important posts in the party and the state,
and have secured the support of a vast bureaucracy in the
middle echelons of both. Even more, they rely on the
secret support of the revisionist current that is
establishing itself with similar designs on an international
scale.

system of rewards for functionaries is created. It is
perfected in 1955 and 1956, establishing many categories
which bribe and buy the loyalty of numerous bureaucrats
at various levels. In this way a series of rewards for
"special" jobs are created, to be distributed by the
leaders. Special schools are created for the children of
cadre, who later play the role of unleashed provocateurs
during the Cultural Revolution. Added to that is the un'
just system of selection for the universities, through ex-
ams that in fact favor the children of the bourgeoisie and
social sectors that in the past monopolized culture. In the
industrial, commercial and agricultural enterprises, one-
man management of the director and the technocrats who
surround him is reinforced, without the control of the par'
ty committee and the masses. At the same time, the
system of material incentives is used broadly as a means
of corrupting certain sections of the masses, Through
these and other methods, the bureaucrat bourgeoisie in
formation is forging its base of support in the party and
state (as well as the armed forces) in tens of thousands of
middle-level cadre and separating the Marxist-Leninist
section of the party from the masses.

To aid this work of corrupting the party, Liu Shao-chi
republishes his book How to Be a Good Communist and
distributes it on a vast scale. Counting, for good reason,
on the corruption of the party that they are carrying out,

bribed from rebelling when they began to openly use it as
an instrument of capitalist restoration. At the same time,
he justifies the methods of corrupbion that were being pro-
moted, under the pretext that "To fulfill the tasks of the
party, it is necessary to secure for members the indispen'
sable conditions of material life, of work and instruction,
that allows them to perform their duties with
tranquility." At the same time he pushes careerism in
joining the party, declaring that "It isn't bad that some
people look for support in the Communist Party, that they
come to find a solution for their problems." He maintains,
on the other hand, that if "the revolutionaries of other
epochs. . . could turn against the exploited classes to op-
press them, this could never happen with the proletarian
revolution and the Communist Party," in this way put-
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become void of its old meaning or is about to lose all mean-
irrg."

In his speech at the Conference of Secretaries of provin-
cial, Municipal and Autonomous Region party Commit-
tees, held in January 1957, Mao begins his criticism of the
careerism party. ,,One
kind of pr s. For e*am-
ple, some fortune and
are interested only in personal gain. In the discussion of
the grading of cadres, there were instances where a cadre

warlords had a prime
yi. Years later he wa
kwangtung Province '-

ty could serve as a county magistrate, why on earth can,t

uries, rank and status. At present, this kind of thinking
has grown considerably in the Party, and the mattei
demands our attention."

Mao Tsetung is in favor of allowing those among the peo-
ple who are discontented to express themselves, in oider
to compile their just criticisms and mobilize and awaken
the consciousness of the masses in the fight against the
reactionary ideas they express. He thinks that it is even
necessary to give a certain re sion
to the reactionary sectors of e so
thab they can "let loose thei the
masses to come to know and fight them better. Of course

is a dictatorship of the
should of course not be
Whether inside the Party
and art circles, we must
fragrant flowers and Marxism occupy the chief and domi
nant position. Poisonous weeds and what is non-Marxist
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and anti-Marxist must be kept in the subordinate posi
tion." Regariting counter-revolutionaries, the line iJ dif-
ferent, he indicates. "Counter-revoluiionaries musb be
eliminated. Where this task has not yet been completed
according to plan, it must be completed this year, and if
there are still loose ends to tie up, the work must be finish-
ed next year without fail."

The most reactionary sectors of the national bourgeoisie
fall for this trick. Thinking that the facilities for express-
ing their criticisms which they encounter are a sign of
weakness, they leave the purely academic field completely
and launch unbridled attacks against the party and
socialism. In this way many who before had claimed to ac-
cept socialism out of fear are unmasked before the
masses. A concentrated counterattack against them is
taken up among the masses, demolishing their reac-
tionary arguments and exposing them as the reactionaries
they are. In this struggle, for the first time, the party rec-
tification campaign against bureaucratism, sectarianism
and subjecbivism which had been launched in May 1957
acquires an open character bhrough bhe parbicipation of
the masses using dazibaos (big-character posters). Mao
will put the systematization of this experience bo good use
later, during the Proletarian Cultural Revolution. The
revisionists in the party conduct themselves prudently
and avoid going all out in inciting the bourgeoisie to at-
tack, since they fear exposing themselves and they plan to
take the fortress from within. They also fear the criticisms
of bureaucracy raised by the masses, Nevertheless, some
elements in the party are exposed for their reactionary
positions. "Among Party and League members the
waverers have already deserted to them or are con-
templating desertion." And in July 1957, Mao indicates,
"The aim of rectification is to guide the struggle in such a
way as to set right the political orientation, raise the
ideological level, overcome shortcomings in work, unite
with the broad masses, and isolate and split the bourgeois
Rightists and all other antisocialist elements, The
bourgeois Rightists referred to here include those who
have sneaked into the Party and the Youbh League and
whose political complexion is exactly the same as that of
the Rightists outside; they have betrayed ihe revolu-
tionary cause of the proletariat and launched wild attacks
against the Party, and therefore must be fully exposed
and expelled in order to preserve the purity of the ranks of
the Party and the Youth League."

Mao Tsetung had initiated the party rectification cam-
paign with a speech, made two months before it began, at
conferences of cadres in Tsinan and Nanking. There again
he launches into a severe warning against the symptoms
of corruption in the party. "Since our victory in the
revolution, bhe revolutionary will of some of our comrades
has been waning, their revolutionary enthusiasm has been
ebbing, their spirit of whole-hearted service to the people
has been flagging, and so has the death-defying spirit
they displayed in the days of fighting against our
enemies; at the same time, they are clamouring for posi
tion and for the limelight, becoming particular about what
they eat and wear, competing for salary and scrambling
for fame and gain-all these tendencies are growing." And
in October 1957, in his speech at the Thirteenth Session of
the Supreme State Conference, he says, "The socialist
revolution is new to us all. The revolution we carried out
in the past was only a democratic revolution, which was
bourgeois in nature. It only destroyed imperialist, feudal
and bureaucrat-capibalist ownership, but not individual
ownership or national capitalist ownership. Thus many
people could pass the test of the democratic revolution.
While some were not really keen on a thoroughgoing
democratic revolution and barely mangaged to come



through, others were willing to work hard for it and pass-
ed the test all right. The iest now is socialism and it is
hard for some people. Take for example that Party
member in Hupeh Province who was originally a farm
labourer. For three generations his family had to go beg-
ging. Liberation brought him a new life, he grew well off
and became a cadre at the district level. However, he com'
plained bitterly about socialism and strongly disapproved
of agricultural co-operation; he demanded 'freedom' and
opposed the state monopoly of the purchase and
marketing of grain."

Still Mao Tsetung was not able bo see just how deep this
corruption-generated by the bureaucratic bourgeoisie
then taking shape-went among a great number of in-
termediate cadres, nor the profoundly reactionary nature
of China's Khrushchevs. In the January 1957 speech men-
iioned previously, he continues to interpret the
camouflaged reactionary views put forward by Che revi'
sionists in high places or their followers of lesser rank as
errors and vacillations. He indicates, for example, "Most
cadres in our Party are dissatisfied with the Twentieth
Congress of the CPSU and think it went too far in attack-
ing Stalin. That is a normal feeling and a normal reaction.
Bub a few cadres started to vacillate. Before it rains in a
typhoon, ants come out of their holes, they have very sen-
sitive 'noses' and they know their mebeorology. No sooner
had the typhoon of the Twentieth Congress of the CPSU
struck then a few such ants in China came out of their
holes. They are wavering elements in the Party who
vacillate whenever something is astir. When they heard of
the sweeping denunciation of Stalin, they felt good and
swung bo bhe other side, cheering and saying that
Khrushchov was right in everything and that they
themselves had been of the same opinion all along." Fur-
ther on he says, "Some Party members who have come
through many tests, now find it difficult to pass the test
of socialism...When agricultural co-operation was being
carried out, again some people in the Party opposed it. In
short, there are high-ranking Party cadres who have
vacillated and cannot pass the test of socialism." Evident-
ly, until that time, Mao did not know the identity of reac-
tionary interests (and secret links) which existed between
those "vacillating" high-ranking officials of the Chinese
Communist Party, and Khrushchev and his successors in
the Soviet Union and other countries where socialism was
betrayed, who also were able to fool Stalin in regard to
their real aims.

In any case, right after the start of the the 1957 rectifi-
cation campaign, there are a series of measures designed to
combat bureaucracy in the party, state and the various
kinds of enterprises. In his remarks before the Second
Plenary Session of the Eighth Central Committee, Mao
had pointed out, "There are several hundred thousand
cadres at the level of the county Party committee and
above who hold the destiny of the country in their hands.
If they fail to do a good job, alienate themselves from the
masses and do not live plainly and work hard, the
workers, peasants and students will have good reason to
disapprove of them. We must watch out lest we foster the
bureaucratic style of work and grow inbo an aristocratic
stratum divorced from the people. The masses will have
good reason to remove from office whoever practices
bureaucracy, makes no effort to solve their problems,
scolds them, tyrannizes over them and never tries to make
amends. I say it is fine to remove such fellows, and they
oughC to be removed."

Further on, synthesizing the opinions of the masses in
the rectification campaign, ib is resolved that leading
cadres (including in the Communist Parby, unions, ad-
ministrabion and in the Young Communist League) must

take part in manual labor regularly. They must identify
themselves with the workers in bheir daily life and
resolutely get rid of the privileges which separate them
from the masses. Great efforts are necessary to reduce
and simplify the organizational framework and reduce the
number ofpersonnel in the organizations of the party, ad-
minisbration, and trade unions, as well as bhose in the
enterprises who are unnecessary and unproductive. At-
tention has to be paid to training cadres from among the
ranks of bhe workers and to making tull use of the ac-
tivists and cadres who take part in production full or part
time. Special efforts have to be directed toward the crea-
tion of tight links between technical and adminisbrative
personnel and the workers. Regulations which stand in
the way of production and block the workers' initiative
should-be iesolutely revised and abolished. Workers'
assemblies, under the leadership of the party committee,
are a good means for drawing workers and employees into
management and combating bureaucracy. After summing
up this first experimental phase, this method should be
fully employed in bhe current rectification campaign and
generalized throughout the country. According to Central
Commibtee instructions, the workers' assemblies have the
following functions and powers: 1) to examine and discuss
the report on the facbory's work presented by the director;
to examine and discuss the plant's production plan,
finances, technology, work and wages, as well as ihe main
measures to carry out the plan; to make proposals; 2) to
ex4mine and discuss the use of bonuses, the welfare,
medical assistance and union funds, and the funds
designated by the administration for job safety, as well as

other expenditures designated for the workers' welfare.
On these quesbions, decisions can be made and put for-
ward to the enterprise administration or other concerned
sectors bo be implemenbed, as long as these decisions
don't contradict the instructions and directives of the
higher level bodies; 3) to propose the removal of leading
cadres in the enterprise to the next highest level ad-
ministrabive body, when necessary; 4) to make proposals
to the higher body when the workers' assembly disagrees
with its decisions.

It is emphasized that the full use of big character
posters is necessary so that the workers and employees
can widely express their views. Such big-character
posters, with their simple form and lively style, are very
good for mobilizing the masses. They are sharp and clear,
intense and lively in their criticism of mistakes by the
leading personnel and the workers themselves and in mak-
ing proposals to rationalize bhe work. The big character
posters can be gradually transformed into an important
permanent communications medium through which
criticism and self-criticism can spread throughout the fac-
tories, offices and schools.

This guidance, which represents a serious blow against
the soil nourishing the bureaucracy the revisionists had
been creating in the party and state, awakens deep en-

thusiasm among the masses, and inspires terror among
the opportunist bureaucracy and its leaders, who
sabotage it in every way possible. In the huge Anshan
steel works alone, in 1958 the workers put up a million
big-character posters and carry out 360,000 technical in-
novations. Still, these antibureaucratic measures could
be implemented effectively only during the period of the
upsurge of the Proletarian Cultural Revolution.

VI. THE GREAT LEAP FORWARD

Relying on the enthusiasm of the masses, in 1958 Mao
Tsetung launches the Great Leap Forward to speed up
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China's.transportation system, in terms of the huge ad-
varces in production. In addition, there is no objective
calculation of how agriculture will feed the millions who

ess,
due
by

complices, and the tremendous natural aisa.t".s *nilci

context of the Soviet-U.S. double blockade against China,
there are the serious natural disasters which occurred be-
tween 1959-1961. After the tremendous drought of 1959,
the next year floods and typhoons devastatJlb0 million
acres of land-half of the total area under cultiva-
tion-and damage another 60 million. Roads and railroads
are greatly disrupted. A severe famine sweeps China.

Ty with Soviet weapons to make it dependent on the
Soviet revisionists, launches a ferociouj attack on the
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Great Leap Forward, calling the mobilization of the
' He goes so far as to
on, claiming that "if
weren't so good, a

Soviet int ervention woul d h ave b..r" "rt ".t"t";t"rl:I" rll3
Defense Minister and member of the CPC Political
Bureau, in charge of the Party Central Committee's
Military Commission, sends a letter with his criticism of
the Great Leap to the Soviet CP and meets with
Khrushchev to plot in May 1959. This renegade had
strong ties to Kao Kang, who'd been unmasked at the end
of 1953. Khrushchev defends both of them at the Twenty-
$9co4d Congress of the CPSU, showing the links between
his clique and some sectors of the Chinese bureaucratic
bourgeoisie who sought to establish state capitalism there
as well. Liu Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-ping throw
themselves into the attack against the Great Leap. Teng
declares that "donkeys go slower, true, but they rarely
have accidents." Liu Shao-chi is named President of the
Republic on April 2? , 1959. Although they are not able to
cut Mao Tsetung out, because of his support among the
masses, they isolate him to the maximum. In 1959 Mao
can't get the party's daily to publish a report by Chang
Chun-chiao on bourgeois habits in the party. In January
1960, Mao comments on the "Anshan Charter," written
by steel ofprinciples
which g gement, but
the par 'urgent" to
publish this document.

I'he Eighth Session of the Eighth Central Committee
takes place August 2, 1959, and Mao Tsetung launches a
strong attack against Peng Teh-huai. There he says,
"Coming to Lushan, I have noticed three things: we have
accomplished great things; many problems still remain to
be resolved; the future is bright. But right away a new
series of problems has arisen with right opportunisrn
launching a frantic attack against the Party. There's no

,..nor
e probl
ight. . .

struggle against left tendenciesr it's natural that a right
tendency should appear. True, there have been shortcom-
ings and errors, but we've correcbed them. Still they con-
tinue to demand corrections. They seize hold of that and
attack the general line to try to overthrow us." As is wide-
ly known, in that meeting Mao Tsetung threatens to
return to the countryside and organize an army againsb
the government if the reactionaries are installed. The revi
sionists, frightened, give up and accept sacrificing Peng
Teh-huai in order to save their positions.

With the pretext of correcting "economic errors" and
"rationalizing" production, throughout the '60s the revi-
sionists bring back material incentives and drive the
masses out of participation in the administration of the
enterprises, going back to the domination of managers
and technicians. At the same time they send rectification
teams to the countryside which knock down many revolu-
tionary leaders and demand that the masses not disturb
the work of the cadres installed by them. In 1962, under

and
line

t'#
the part-time work, part-time study schools established
during that period.

Mao Tsetung continues his struggle. At the Peitaho
meeting in 1962, he repeats the call, "Never forget class
struggle." In Miy 1963 he formulates a 10-point docu-
ment to launch a Socialist Education Movement, and then



a 23-point document with the same purpose. He emphasi-
ses, "The important point in this campaign is rectifying
those people within the Party who are in authority and are
taking the capitalist road , .. Some of those people in
authority taking the capitalist road do so openly, others
act behind the scenes. Some of those who support them
are at lower levels, some are at higher levels. . . . At the
higher levels, there are those who oppose building
socialism in the communes, the neighborhoods, the
districts, and even in the work of provincial and Central
Committee departments." Then he says, "On the whole,
the Party's line is not being applied now, there's no con-
cern for the revolution and socialist construction. . If
we don't remedy this, some day a Petofi Club-type
organization will be formed."

VII. THE PROLETARIAN CULTURAL
REVOLUTION

As is well known, at the end of 1965, the first battles of
the Proletarian Cultural Revolution are initiated, though
still on the ideological plane (criticizing articles containing
thinly veiled proposals for Peng Teh-huai's restoration).
The Cultural Revolution is a gigantic mobilization of the
masses that begins with the youth, later drawing in the
working class and the peasants, to overthrow the revi-
sionists who dominate the party and state, and seize back
the portions of political power they have usurped. At the
same time, it is an endeavor to sweep away their reac-
tionary policies in the fields of production, education,
culture, and in regard to the general line for socialist con-
sbruction, which they oppose. In fact, the CPC is divided
into two leading centers, two headquarters: the bourgeois
and the proletarian. The bourgeois headquarters, as will
be seen in the course of the Cultural Revolution and,
especially, through the events after the death of Mao, has
a strong base of support among the middle cadres of the
party, the armed forces, and the state in general. The cor-
rupting work of the revisionist leaders has borne its fruit.
In the Soviet Union as well, after Stalin's death, the bour-
geois headquarters proves to be dominant in the CPSU.
Something similar occurs in the communist parties in the
capitalist world. In most of them, the revisionist leader-
ship, the majority of the party functionaries, and a great
part of the membership adhere to Khrushchev's line. The
Marxist-Leninists (including some party leaders in a few
exceptional cases) constitute a minority, who end up
breaking with the revisionists in order to fo/m an authen-
tic Marxist-Leninist communist party. In both the
capitalist world and the socialist countries, the revi
sionists support and actively aid each other in their strug-
gle against the Marxist-Leninists. The Marxist-Leninists
begin to support each other as well.

The basic difference, nevertheless, compared with the re
visionists who occupy a dominant position in the commu-
nist parties of the socialist countries, is that there they hold
power: they control the economy, propaganda, the military,
etc. It is not enough, therefore, to fight them ideologically
and politically, to draw a line of demarcation between the
camps and expel them from the party or break with the
party if they control it. In the socialist countries it is
necessary to mobilize the masses to throw them out of
power in the party and the state. It is a real class struggle,
in which, according to circumstances and the power
they've usurped, it is necessary, in order to overthrow
them, to pass through stages, as in any class struggle, to
isolate the most dangerous enemies and make temporary
alliances with those that may be less dangerous.

A leading party is indispensable in any revolutionary

battle. In this battle against revisionism in the countries
where it has succeeded in seizing key parts of state power,
a leading party, a communist party, is also necessary. But
a very serious contradiction presents itself here, since the
revisionist control of an important or decisive part of
state power comes from the important or decisive posi
tions (as we believe was the case in China) they occupy
within the vanguard party. How can Mao Tsetung and
the Chinese Marxist-Leninists be blamed for not having
used the CPC as the leading nucleus in the Cultural
Revolution? How could they have, if that party was
decisively dominated by the revisionists? In the capitalist
world, could we Marxist-Leninists make use of the old
structure of the communist party in most cases? Didn't
we have to do facbional work, fight against revisionist op'
pression in those parties, strive to res-
cue the maximum number of honest members and,
finally, break with the revisionists? On the contrary, if
there is anything we should reproach the Chinese
Marxist-Leninists for, given what happened after Mao's
death, it is not having realized and thoroughly estimated
the breadth of the base of support the revisionists had in
the CPC, especially among the middle-level cadre-or hav-
ing done so too late. Throughout the Cultural Revolution
and after, they continue to speak of the leadership of the
CPC, but, in fact, what is being referred to is a handful of
revolutionary leaders led by Mao and of the members who
followed them, intermixed with numerous middle cadre
and even members committed, openly or secretly, to the
revisionists, even after their main ringleaders were over-
thrown. In the old communist parties of the capitalist
woild, for a certain period (before the split) we Marxist-
Leninists had to fight a similar battle, only there it wasn't
dealing with the complex problem of taking back state
power.

Speaking in the name of a party which they actually
legitimately represent, but was already profoundly in-
filtrated and divided, in order to win back the CPC Mao
Tsetung and the Chinese Marxist-Leninists have no
choice but to mobilize the masses against "the bourgeois
representatives who have infiltrated the Party, the
government, the army, and the various fields of
culture. . ." who are "a bunch of counterrevolutionary
revisionists." Given the immense power the revisionists
hold in the party and the state, the Marxist-Leninists
have to make use of Mao's great influence among the
masses, and even depend on Lin Piao and the Armed
Forces, despite the fact that Mao had differences with him
in the past and disapproved of the dogmatic methods (as

Mao expresses in a 1966 letter to his wife) with which Lin
takes advantage of Mao's prestige and work for his own
ends. In view of the extent to which Mao was isolated in
the years before the Cultural Revolution and the power
achieved by the revisionists, this alliance with Lin Piao
(which even goes as far as the aberration of having to
designate him Mao's successor at the Ninth Congress) ap-
pears justified and inevitable. Mao's statement to the
Albanian leaders-"The Party and the state had been
usurped by the renegade Liu Shao-chi and Teng Hsiao-
ping group and the victories of the Chinese revolution
were in danger"-was totally real and objective and ex-
presses the enormous obstacles the Marxists faced in
regaining power. In regard to Lin Piao, there is the fact
that only in the'70s was he discovered to be a conspirator,
presumably in league with the Soviet revisionists.

It was necessary to lead the masses to smash the revi
sionists under the conditions of a divided party in which
the revisionists (open and hidden) occupied decisive posi
tions; of depending on the Armed Forces led by a hidden
traitor who pursued his own plans and with many com'
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Evaluation . ..

intermediate apparatus that sabotaged their directives,
stirred up the contradictions amo.rg sectors of the
m_asses, promoted "left" tendencies and, in general, went
all out to gut the content of the Cultural Revolution or to
derail it.

The fact that the first group of five in charge of leading
the Cultural Revolution later would be unmaiked as .erl

this
the

who
and

Teng Hsiao-ping, form many "work teams,, which go to
the masses to "promote" the Cultural Revolutioi. In
reality, what they do is repress the revolutionary leaders
and party members and work to discredit the movement

extremist phraseology, not only scares these cadres even

t sector of middle-
s of privileges and
f the symptoms of
he conduct of the
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entality. In many pro-
ut using various kinds
the masses and block

ter part of the Party Central Committee, with links tomiddle-level and disguised ways, op-
pose their di plays a decisive role in
this defense by the masses.

VIII. THE NECESSITY OF A RETREAT

In August 1967, after a nationwide tour, Mao Tsetung
sees confirmed just how much "the cadres had losl
touch with the masses," and for that reason, the lack of a
revolutionary party solidly based on a large body ofrank-
and-file leaders, capable of leading the process of the
Cultural Revolution. On the other hand, those cadres'ad-
ministrative experience is necessary to prevent
economic chaos and safeguard the country's external
security. The new leaders who have come forward from
among the masses in many ways lack administrative ex-
perience. He sees confirmed, too, that the masses are
divided. This is because of the deliberate actions of cadres
in league with bhe revisionists, as well as the work (still
unknown at that time) of armed forces elements linked to
the Lin Piao plot, who were playing the role of "arbi
trator" in conflicts among sections of the masses. The

sa
ss,
by

many times turning the masses against, them witholusi
justification. He is forced, for that reason, bo "reduce the
movement" of the Cultural Revolution, as he expressed it
in a conversation in July 1967, trying as hard ai possible
to save its political and ideological achievements. In fact,
he is forced [o compromise, on the one hand, with Chou
En-lai, who uses all his ability to defend the party ,,ap-
paratus," and on the other hand, with Lin Piao, who,
through the army, insures, for his own reasons (unknown

the mass confronta-
derail the Cultural
unite and f.orm pro-
of veteran cadres,

representatives of the masses and members of the armed
ary Commission.
of power directly
by the 16-point
documenC and

abandoned. Upon sug-
that they replace the
mittee, Mao expressly
a leading party to keep



advancing, "Do we still have a need for the Party?" he
asks. And he answers: "We still need a steeled nucleus to
strengthen us on bhe road that lies ahead," he says. Thus,
in China, Mao faces a problem similar to that seen after
Stalin's death in the Soviet Union, most of the Eastern
European People's Democracies, and the capitalist world
itself: the lack of parties whose high and middle-level
leaders have a solid communist consciousness,

At the same time, he strives for the principled unity of
the masses on the basis of a profound criticism of the revi-
sionists' reactionary line. He puts forward the necessity
of rebuilding the party, even wibh all the limitations of
having to keep many bureaucratized cadres and the
rehabilitation of cadres overthrown by the masses, which
is promoted by those who take advantage of this con-
solidation to reinfiltrate these cadres. In the Communique
of the Twelfth Plenary Session of the Eighth Central Com-
mittee held in October 1968, Mao is quoted as saying,
"The party organization should be composed of the ad-
vanced elements of the proletariab; it should be a vigorous
vanguard organizabion capable of leading the proletariab
and the revolutionary masses in bhe fight against the
class enemy," and for this reason it must "get rid of the
stale and take in the fresh," and, the communique adds,
"conscientiously do the work of party consolidation and
party building." The publication Red Flag at that time
speaks of "a transfusion of proletarian blood" into the
party, and indicates that "only by developing a party con-
solidation movement, a mass movement and not one that
takes place behind closed doors, can we guarantee that
the communist organizations at various'levels will really
be led by people loyal to Mao Tsetung, to his Thought and
to his proletarian revolutionary line."

On the other hand, Mao Tsetung strives for the working
class to take full leadership of the movement, so as to
restrict the petty-bourgeois tendencies which arose dur-
ing the first few months of the Cultural Revolu-
tion-which its enemies took full advantage of. Already,
in the July 1967 conversations, Mao Tsetung had em-
phasized that the principal aspect of the Cultural Revolu-
tion was the participation of the masses of workers and
peasants. He said, "After the working meeting of the Cen-
tral Committee the emphasis was on criticizing the
bourgeois reactionary line. As the criticism of this line
aroused the revolutionary enthusiasm of many revolu-
tionaries, the revolutionary intellectuals and the young
students were the first to achieve consciousness, which is
in accordance with the laws of revolutionary development.
In January of this year the Shanghai workers rose, as did
the workers of the whole country and the peasants too,
when the January Storm swept across the country. The
development of the movement showed that the workers
and peasants are still the main force-the soldiers are only
workers and peasants in uniform, so that workers,
peasants and soldiers are, at root, workers and peasants.
Only when the broad masses of workers and peasants
arose was all that bourgeois stuff thoroughly smashed;
while the revolutionary intellectuals and the young
students had to fall back into a subsidiary place." Then he
makes the call to "bring into full play the leading role of
the working class in the great cultural revolution and in
all fields of work," Furthermore, he points out, "In carry-
ing out the proletarian revolution in education, it is essen-
tiai to have working-class leadership...The workers'
propaganda teams should stay permanently in the schools
and take part in fulfilling all the tasks of struggle-
criticism-transformation in the schools, and they will
always lead the schools. In the countryside, the schools
should be managed by the poor and lower-middle peasants

-the most reliable ally of the working class."

Mao Tsetung's isolation, along with that of the Chinese
Marxist-Leninists who identify with his objectives,
becomes accentuated because of the necessity of stopping
the vast mass mobilization of the Cultural Revolution,
due to the lack of a really solid leading party nucleus to
lead it to the complete achievement of its objectives. The
necessity of relying on Chou En-lai, who does not reveal
his strong links to Teng Hsiao-ping unbil after the Lin
Piao plot, prevents the revolutionaries from intervening
in China's foreign policy. Chou En-lai, as is well known,
jealously defended the Central Committee Liaison
Department cadres involved in foreign affairs. As all the
Marxist-Leninist parties can verify, the rebels in the
Liaison Department were removed very early. Minister
Chin Yi is kept in office despite the masses' serious
criticisms of him. Still, Marxist-Leninist principles and
the line formulated by Mao in his polemic against the
Soviet revisionists are essentially upheld until the Tenth
Congress of the CPC, where Chou En-lai presents the
main report on international affairs. Chou indicates ab
that Congress, "Stalin said, 'Leninism is Marxism in the
era of imperialism and the proletarian revolution. . . ' "
and adds, "the era has not changed. The fundamental
principles of Leninism are nob outdated," The struggles of
the peoples of the world are emphasized, and he quobes
Mao, saying, "The people, and the people alone, are the
motive force of world history," which contradicts what his
collaborator Teng Hsiao-ping is to say the next year at the
United Nations. He denounces "the two hegemonic
powers-the U.S. and the USSR." In this speech there are
also some secondary elements which could be interprebed
as a subtle anticipation of Teng Hsiao-ping's ideas, but
the thrust of the speech conforms to China's previous in-
bernational line.

The already weak situabion of the Marxist-Leninists
who, although they can get their ideas across through cer-
tain propaganda media, Iack a solid means for leading the
masses, becomes even worse when Lin Piao's plot to grab
power is discovered in 1971. This conspiracy's deep
ramifications in the armed forces, the party and other
state organisms forces the already weak Marxist-Leninist
forces in the party to put even more emphasis on their
temporary compromise with those who had opposed car-
rying the Cultural Revolution any further or who were
openly or secretly linked to the revisionist forces. In addi
tion to the internal danger, there is the open threat of the
Soviet leaders, to whom Lin Piao seems to have been
linked, who concentrate a huge number of troops on
China's border and send many warships to cruise off
China's coastline. At this point, forces who had been over-
thrown as revisionist ringleaders begin to reappear, not
only in the lower-level bodies, as had already begun to
happen during the height of the Cultural Revolution, but
also in the top leading bodies. In April 1973 Teng Hsiao-
ping reappears for the first time at a public banquet.
Shortly after, he regains his post as Vice Premier. In
August of that year he is reinstated as a member of the
CPC Central Committee. By 1974 he has infiltrated the
Political Bureau and assumes responsibilities in the
reorganization of the armed forces, which shows the con-
nection between his return and the necessity of neutraliz-
ing Lin Piao's influence. In April of bhat year he feels
strong enough to lay the foundation of his reactionary
"three worlds" theory at the United Nations. In January
1975, at the Tenth Plenary Session of the Central Com-
mittee elected at the Tenth Congress, he succeeds in being
designated Vice Chairman of the Central Committee. The
same month, at the Fourth National People's Congress,
which Mao Tsetung does not attend (it seems he didn't at-
tend the Tenth Congress either), Teng is named Vice
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IX. THE BETRAYAL OF
MAO TSETUNG'S INTERNATIONAL
LINE

The preparations for Nixon's visit to China and Chou
En-lai's efforts to get China in the
context of the serious intern he Lin
Piao plot in September 1971 threat

twenty-third anniv
China's main newsp
"Opposition to the
superpowers has come to be a common demand of the

more to_fully3pply the revolutionary line and policies for-
mulated by Chairman Mao for international affairs. We

years later by Teng Hsiao-ping at the United Nations.
We believe that our "Open Letter,' to the CpC, pub-
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lished at the end of L977, with which we broke relations
with its present leadership, clearly showed that Mao's
ideas on international policy, as contained in both his past
works and the polemic he developed against Soviet revi
sionism, not only have nothing to do with the "Three
Worlds" theory, but are its complete opposite. Further-
more, China's concrete foreign policy during the height of
the Cultural Revolution, when Mao's instructions and
guidance dominated it, is essentially correct and in full
solidarity with the world's peoples and the Marxist-
Leninists. In that document, after comparing both lines
and showing how Teng Hsiao-ping's line is in essence the
same as that of the Soviets, except with its own
hegemonic ambitions, after abundant documentation, in
summing up we indicate:

"In his works and in the writings of the polemic, Com-
rade Mao holds that: the imperialist colonial political rule
continues under the form of neo-colonialism through its
lackeys; that national liberation is achieved through the
class struggle inside the country subjugated by im-
perialism, by a revolution against this imperialism and in-
ternal forces which support its rule; that this revolution of
national liberation can be successful only if led by the pro-
letariat, and not by the bourgeoisie; that no liberation can
be achieved through simple measures of economic in-
dependence put forward by the bourgeoisie; that the
motive force of history is the class struggle, expressed in
our time by the people of the world led by the proletariat
and their vanguard parties; that the proletariat in the ad-
vairced capitalist countries must defeat the local
monopolist bourgeoisie to conquer power and build
socialism, as well as to fight the superpowers; that'the
view which blots out the class content ofthe contradiction
between the socialist and the imperialist camps and fails
to see this contradiction as one between states under the
dictatorship of the proletariat and states under the dic-
tatorship of the monopoly capitalists' is unacceptable;
that the existence of the socialist states has changed the
character and the perspective of the national liberation
movement, which under proletarian leadership marches
towards socialism and not to capitalist 'development'
under bourgeois dictatorship; that the socialist states
must practice prolebarian internationalism as the core of
their foreign policy, and never subordinate it to peaceful
coexistence, still less to chauvinism or hegemonism; that
it is possible to prevent a new world war through the
peoples' struggle and carrying revolution through to the
end; that it is necessary to strongly fight both the
American imperialist and the Soviet social-imperialist
superpowers, opposing them with the united front of the
people of the world led by the proletariat."

Teng Hsiao-ping, on the contrary, holds that "colonial
political rule has basically disappeared and that there are
only 'remnant' forms of colonialism; that it is possible to
'safeguard' and 'consolidate' the independence through
some changes in the 'international economic relations';
that national liberation will be achieved through the ac-
tions of the countries of the 'third world', basically accep-
ting as such the bourgeois governments, lackeys of im-
perialism and oppressors of the people; that these bour-
geois forces which control the governments of the coun-
tries of the 'third world' are not only the leading force of
national liberation but also the 'motive force propelling
the wheel of world history'; that the proletariat of the
capitalist advanced countries of the so-called 'second
world' must ally with their own monopolist bourgeoisie
and strengthen the military pacts and other instruments
of the domination of U.S. imperialism and their own monol>
olist bourgeoisies, under the pretext that an attack from so



cial-imperialism is 'imminent'; that the socialist camp does
not exist and that China, despite being socialist, belongs
to the 'third world', which is basically made up by coun-
tries subjected to colonial or neecolonial rule under the
U.S. or the social"imperialists; that the countries of the
'third world', 'like' China, can bring about economic
development to end their 'situation of poverty and
backwardness' without carrying out the national libera-
tion revolution or the socialist revolution; that China's
foreign policy is fundamentally one of peaceful coex-
istence and not a policy based on proletarian interna-
tionalism; that a Third World War is inevitable and immi
nent, and that the allies of the U.S. imperialism must im-
prove their armaments, armies and military pacts to con-
front social-imperialism, and for this reason the brakes
must be put on the class struggle."

This is a question, then, of two diametrically opposed
lines, one guided by Marxism-Leninism and the other by
revisionism. Mao, in his polemics against the Soviets,
openly and publicly fought the same line now put forward
by Teng. Mao Tsetung has never defended Teng Hsiao-
ping's opportunist theses, neither publicly nor privately
as far as we know. It seems to us totally unfounded to
think, without the slightest evidence, that Mao would
make a l80-degree turn in his international line in the last
years of his life. Furthermore, it seems inconceivable to us
that a proven and consistent Marxist like Mao Tsetung,
without any personal ambition, would turn into a com-
plete revisionist and a renegade to his own ideas and life.
Even from a practical point of view it is unthinkable thab
Mao Tsetung would turn over nothing less than the task
of formulating a complete change in his international line
to Teng Hsiao-ping against whom he was to initiate a new
struggle, for the purpose of unmask C
him, during these same years (as ac d
about whom he had declared, "he n
between Marxism and imperialism: he represents the
bourgeoisie."

The only logical hypothesis about what happened is that
because he was in an absolute minority among the leader-
ship and party cadres who had been infiltrated on a grand
scale by the revisionists even though they didn't dare over-
throw him because of his great influence among the
masses (and were waiting for him to die so that they could
take advantage of his prestige), Mao no longer had much in-
fluence in the leadership of the party and especially on its
international policy. What is more, there are signs that a
struggle was waged against Teng Hsiao-ping's ideas on
international policy, although not publicly. After Mao's
death the revisionist leaders themselves indicate, in an ar-
ticle in Peking Reuiew #45, "In our own country there are
persons who frantically oppose Chairman Mao's theory of
the three worlds. They are none other than Wang Hung-
wen, Chang Chun-chiao, Chiang Ching and Yao Wen-
yuan, or the 'gang of four'. Hoisting a most 'revolu-
tionary' banner, they opposed China's effort to unite with
all forces that can be united, and opposed our dealing
blows at the most dangerous enemy. They vainly tried to
sabotage the building of an international united front
against hegemonism and disrupt China's anti-hegemonist
struggle, doing Soviet social-imperialism a good turn." In
this way they try not only to falsely attribute this revi
sionist theory to Mao Tsetung-which they never dared
to do while he was alive-but also to spread the absurd
idea that those who were recognized as Mao's closest col-
laborators in the Cultural Revolution and in his last strug-
gle to overthrow Teng Hsiao-ping were, because they were
against the "Three Worlds" theory, "against Mao" on
such an important matter, and that Mao, on the other
hand, was struggling to overthrow Teng Hsiao-ping, with

27

whom he "agreed" on international line despite having
stated that he "makes no distinction between Marxism
and imperialism." Obviously, this is the clumsiest of lies
and an absurd supposition.

The clearest proof of Mao's reduced influence within the
CPC "apparatus," despite his prestige among the masses,
after the revisionist reinfiltration following the Lin Piao
plot and the concessions that he was forced to make in
this difficult situation, is that Teng Hsiao-ping, dismissed
from office "unanimously" at Mao's insistence following
the Tien An Men Square incident after a prolonged and
patient campaign against the restatement of his reac-
tionary views and his opposition to the gains of the
Cultural Revolution, is returned to all his posis a few
months after Mao's death, also unanimously (after the ar-
rest of those who followed Mao).

X. THE STRUGGLE BEGINS AGAIN

As he takes up the struggles that arise in the wake of
the discovery of the Lin Piao plot, Mao's plan is perfectly
consistent wibh what he had seen confirmed during the
Cultural Revolution, which led him to put a halt to its
deepening. The CPC on all levels can't be cleaned out and
rebuilt because of the revisionist reinfiltration which
followed the inevitable compromise meant to thwart Lin
Piao's plot. In order to once again launch the struggle
against the revisionists, Mao Tsetung focuses on China's
internal problems, the clearest and most directly com-
prphensible for the masses of people. He begins to fight all
Teng Hsiao-ping's efforts to put economism in command,
over and above class struggle, and his systematic efforts
to overturn the gains of the Cultural Revolution-as he
has done on a grand scale since Mao's death-whether it
be in education, the factories or the countryside. Step by
step Mao works to create the consciousness to revitalize
the mass mobilization. At the same time, summing up the
experiences of the Cultural Revolution which had faced a
serious obstacle in many middle-level cadres, and even
among a certain section of the workers who were
manipulated by them through economic incentives, he
proposes to focus the new struggle not only on combat-
ing revisionist formulations, but also on the whole une-
qual social and economic base which the top revisionist
leaders had used to influence a series of middleJevel cadre
and gain their support. The way to resolve the problem is
to reinforce the dictatorship of the proletariat and
through it eliminate sbep by step the remains of bourgeois
right which served as bhe basis for the privileges that
those cadre who opposed the masses were defending. The
formulation he uses to initiate this struggle is perfectly
clear in this respect, and it shows us, at the same time, the
conclusions which he had arrived at regarding the
obstacles the Cultural Revolution faced. "Why did Lenin
speak of exercising dictatorship over the bourgeoisie? It
is essential to get this question clear. Lack of clarity on
this question will lead to revisionism. This should be made
known to the whole nation." "Our country at present
practises a commodity system, the wage system is une-
qual, too, as in the eight-grade wage scale, and so forth.
Under the dictatorship of the proletariat such things can
only be restricbed." And he adds, indicating whab he
judges to be the soil which nourishes the high-ranking
revisionist leaders, "Therefore, if people like Lin Piao
come to power, it will be quite easy for them to rig up the
capitalist system." Furthermore, he points out, "Lenin
spoke of building a bourgeois state without capitalists to
safeguard bourgeois right. We ourselves have built just
such a state, not much different from the old society:
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During the 1964 Socialist Education Movement Mao had
sformed or on the wav to
bourgeois elements .ociirrg

how could these leading
ist road understand the need

? These people are the
the revolution; it's im-
alist Education Move-

T.e."t." And directly taking on Teng Hsiao-ping and his
followers shortly before his death, [e points ou1, ,,With
the socialist revolution they themselves come under fire.
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democrabic revolution the workers and the poor and lower-
middle peasants did not stand still, they want revolution.
On the other hand, a number of Party members do not

and op-
become
high of-

It's not necessary to demonstrate here that the line ap-
plied by Teng Hsiao-ping after his last rehabilitation is
the complete antithesis of everything the Cultural Revolu-
tion was fought for. They've not only brought back
material incentives, the old system of selection in the
schools, putting production above class struggle, the
establishment of the old system of management in the fac-
tories and repressive regulations, the consolidation of the
differences in bourgeois right, but they've even given the
capitalists back rights which were taken away from them
even before the Cultural Revolution. The main revisionist
ringleaders, among them Peng Chen (the first to be over-
thrown), Liu Shiao-chi's wife and many others, have been
vindicated. Even Peng Teh-huai has been posthumously
eulogized. An article criticizing one of Mao's closest col-
laborators, now in prison, goes so far as to call the
previous period an "ideological fascist dictatorship" and
calls for the reversal of the "wrong verdicts" by "a iertain
supreme leader." between
clenched teeth for ntage of
his prestige to sell no more
than one more proof of Teng Hsiao-ping & Co.'s refined
hypocrisy and cynicism. It also shows that his chauvinist,
aggressive, hegemonistic and unprincipled international
line through which they seek to transform China into an
imperialist superpower is completely consistent with his

emphatically stressed.

XI. CONCLUSIONS

We think that in the period since World War 2 the Inter-
national Communist Movement faces a revisionist cur-
rent which has both profound differences and common



within the party as well as his m
them, are very valuable; we conside
his concept that, with the guidance

socialism to communism the importance Mao gave to the
role of ideology and revolutionary consciouiness, and
measures to fight bureaucratization of the cadres and

carried their development and application to a higher
level. This enabled him, in the veiy complex reality of
China and leading a country of hundreds- of millions of
people and a party of tens ro-
foundly advance in social lly
and politically exposing m er-
national scale and combating
the almost 20 years since the
the USSR and other socialist

how to discover and reveal the particularities of modern
revisionism which took over in almost all the old com-

which underlines even more his merits and his revolu-
tionary courage.

Marxist-Leninists will regroup and put themselves at the
head of the proletariat and of the glorious and fighting
people of that country and, inspired by the ideas of
Marxism-Leninism and of Mao Tsetung, once and for all
sweep away the revisionist garbage.
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Correction

In the Oci.-Nov. 1979 issue of Reuolu-
tion, one line is missing at the end of the
firsb paragraph on page 38. The last four
Iines should read:

"country could only lead Lo directing
the proletariat's struggle away from the
revolutionary program of waging civil
war against the bourgeoisie."
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