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NOVELIST REPLIES -
T0 SOVIET GHARGE .

Fast Says Red Diplomats
Gave Data That Led to
His Break With Party

aae

e e A

i labout Russia which did not
W |lcome from Communist sources.
ZL  |Instead of refuting these state-

By HARRY SCHWARTZ

Howard Fast revealed yester-
day that Communist diplomats
in the United States had given
him information that -helped
induce him to break with the
Communist  partv. O

The information Eastern Eu-
ropean representatives gave him
about conditions in the Sovief
Union wasg ‘even more mon-
strous’” than the picture painted
by Nikita S, Khrushchev, Soviet
Communist party leader, in his
exposeé of Stalin in Moscow in
February, 1956, Mr, Fast said.

The novelist,” who won the .
Stalin Prize. in 1953, disclosed
some of the background of his
bresk with the Communists in
commenting yesterday on criti-
cism of him printed Saturday in
the Literaturnaya Gazeta, or-
gan of the Soviet Writers Union.

The Literaturnaya Gazeta ar-
ticle presented the first public
mention in the Soviet press
that Mr, Fast had broken with'abuse of cqnfession by torture.
g,gmam}‘lgéggl&eit u‘}%’;‘;_u?ﬁ%?’ 1;11::11 We have gocialism without civil
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an guthor of “anti-Soviet slan- “0erty. We have socialism
der.” The disclosure of My Without public avenues of pro-
Fast's break with communism test. We have socialism with-
was printed more than . six out equality for minorities, We
months after that fact had been have socialism without any
printed here, though Mr. Fast right of free artistic creation.
has been among the best known In so many words, we have
and most widely read contem-|socialism without morality.”
porary American authors in the) - A statement issued yesterday
Soviet Union, by Mr. Fast said:

The Soviet magazine charged, “The Litératurnaya Gazeta
that Mr. Fast had resorted tocharges me with ‘anti-Soviet
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"EXPLAINS BREAK: How-
ard Fast, former Commu-
nist novelist. He said that
information from Commu-
nist diplomats on condi-
tions inside the Soviet
Union helped cause his

:iments, they call me names.
:|asked many questions, no one of
:i'which was answered, I think it

break with communism.

Eastern European diplomats,
shaken as they were at that mo-
ment, filled in -~ me a back-
ground to the speech and to Mr.
Khrushchev, even more mon-
strous than the document they
supplemented, I had no other

“= | cholce than to believe.

“I made no statement of fact

I

is time that Soviet spokesmen
.behaved like adults rather than
- petulant children.”

Mr. Fast said that until his
break with the Communist
movement he was on most
friendly terms with many Com-
munist diplomats and other citi-
zens of Communist countries
who were in the United States.
‘He indicated that they had
made many disclosures to him
that if publicly attributed to
their authors, could cost them
their lives. |

He said that he was writing
a long article that would make
public part of what he was told
by Communist sources about
life and conditions in the Soviet
Union, Mr. Fast said he ex-
pected to have the article pub-
.lished soon.

Observers noted that the be-
lated Soviet announcement of
Mr. Fast's defection took the
hard and bitter line adopted
earlier by William Z. Foster and
other *“Stalinist”
here, The Soviet attack was
not marked by the relative mod-
eration used originally by The
Daily Worker with respect to
Mr. Fast,

Earlier this year The Dalily
Worker made no secret of the
fact that Mr. Fast’'s renuncia-
tion was a bitter blow to many
Communists here. The “right-
ist” faction headed by John

Communists

“slander.” This was based upon
his article last Match in the
left-wing magazine Masses and
Mainstream, published here.
Mr, Fast wrote: “In Russia,
we have socialism without dem-
ocracy. We have socialism with-
out trial by jury, habeas corpus

or *** protection against the

slanders.! I heard these ‘slan- Gates, Daily Worker editor, had
ders’ for years from many sought to treat Mr, Fast rela-
sources, and I did not believe tively mildly in that newspa-
them. When they issued from per's comments and to avoid de-
the mouth of Nikita Khrushchev nunciation of him as a *“rene-
in the incredible speech which gade” and a ‘traitor,” which in
he, not I, composed, I had to the past was the normal Com-
believe them, munist reaction to any person’s
“And when a round dozen of break with the party.
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