BROWDER, 66, SAYS
HE [5 UNCHANGED

But Communist Party Has
Become ‘Contemptible Sect,’
Former Leader Asserts

Special to The New York Times.

YONKERS, May 19—Ear]
Browder, once the leader and
idol of 100,000 American Com-
munists, but who now has noth-
ing but contempt for his former
followers, will celebrate his
sixty-fifth birthday tomorrow.

He will be joined by a few
friends and by his three sons,
Felix, Andrew and William
Browder. The sons, he admitted
today, have no interest in his
Marxist political views, All are

mathematicians.

Mr. Browder said they seemed
to take to mathematics natural-
lv. He credited his wife, the
former Raissa Berkmann, who
died in January, 1955, with
arousing or stimulating their in-
terest in the science. He, how-
ever, was an accountant with an
interest in mathematdtics.

Mr. Browder’'s wife was a law
school graduate whom he met in
Moscow when he was a member
of the International Control
Commission of the Conimunist
International, He still lives In
the apartment they occupied for
fwenty years,

Former Pamphleteer

He no longer attempts to in-
fluence American or foreign
Communists, as he had done
when he produced pamphlets
signed ‘‘Americus.” His only
political interest now, he said,
is as a ‘‘student of Iustory "

“Y have practically no interest
in what goes on among the Com-
munists, not being a student of
microbiology,” Mr. Browder ex-
plained. “The Communist party
of the United States today is a
contemptible sect with no roots
in American life.

“I don’t call myself a Commu-
nist any more, I haven't changed.
But the Communists have.”

Mr. Browder follows haseball
and chess avidly. He supports
himself by occasional college:
lectures and by working as a re-|
searcher for hlstorlans prepar-|
ing a history of the Communist,
party and a study of its mflu-.
ence. He helps them to locate;
needed documents. However, hei
has always refused to cooperate
with the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation and other Govern-
ment investigators.

Mr. Browder 1was born in
Wichita, Kan. At 20 he joined;
the Socialist party. In 1919 he!
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was editor of The Workers
World. He opposed America's
entrance into World War I and
was convicted of conspiracy. He
spent fifteen months in Leaven-
worth Federal penitentiary.

Paroled two months before
the expiration of his sentence,
he joined the newly formed
Communist party. He became a
member of the national commit-
tee in 1921 and worked abroad
out of Moscow from 1925 to
1929,

Mr. Browder returned to the
United States in 1929 and—after
Joseph Stalin ousted the Ameri-
can leadership — became secre-
tary in 1930 and general secre-
tary in 1934. He served part of
a second term in Federal prison
for passport evasion. He was
ousted as chairman of the Com-
munist Political Association in
1945 and was expelled by the
reconstituted party in Februay,
1946.

ork @imes

ay 20, 1956
New York Times



