More on Corrections of Stalin Era

WO GREAT liberalizing factors

are at work in the Soviet Union.
One of them is the thoroughgoing
process of correcting the violations
of socialist principles and law that
occurred as a result of Stalin’s as-
sumption of one-man leadership. The
other is the normal process of in-
ternal relaxation made possible by
the relaxation of international ten-
sions in the past year.

On April 25, by decree of the pre-
sidium of the Supreme Soviet, a
number of wartime decrees designed
to keep workers, engineers, techni-
cians and others from changing jobs,
were rescinded. These laws have, in
fact, become largely inoperative in
recent years, when the practice of
prosecuting persons for quitting their
-jobs or for frequent unexplained ab-
senteeism has been replaced by a sys-
tem of public censure. The decree
provides for the release of those con-
victed and serving sentences under
the previous laws, and cessation of
prosecution in all pending cases.

Factory and office workers may
now quit their jobs on two weeks
notice. While this means forfeiting
of certain credits accumulated by
continuing service and eligibility for
temporary disability benefits only
after six months in the new place of
work, hardship cases will be con-
sidered. Exceptions are also made in
cases of discharge on grounds of
health, transfers of husband or wife
in order to be with their families,
and expectant mothers.

Following recommendations at the
Twentieth Congress of the Commu-
nist Party, the work week has al-
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ready been reduced by two hours,
and a six-hour day instituted on
Saturdays and the days preceding
national holidays. Paid maternity
leave has been extended from 77 to
112 days. As part of the ef-
fort to lessen disparity between low-
est and highest paid categories, top
bracket salaries of administrative
and professional workers have been
considerably reduced.

The draft of a new pension bill has
now been worked out for submission
to the Supreme Soviet. The recom-
mendations provide increased pen-
sions for old age and disability and
for members of families who have
lost their bread winner. The proposed
new schedules are on a graduated
scale, amounting to 100 per cent of
the wages of the lowest paid work-
ers, dropping to fifty per cent in the
case of the highest categories.

In connection with the drastic over-
hauling of special powers which So-
viet security organs have had in the
past, the Presidium of the Supreme
Soviet on April 19 abolished decrees
which had made possible the speedy
trial and immediate execution of per-
sons accused of sabotage, terrorism
and counter-revolutionary acts. These
decrees had been issued at the time
Kirov was assassinated. According
to investigations carried on since
Stalin’s death, these and other de-
crees created a situation in which im-
permissible methods had been used
in extracting confessions from ac-
cused persons, and in the use of
fabricated evidence.

New York Times correspondent
Jack Raymond reported on May 5 that

NEW WORLD REVIEW













