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.'..Dr. Schweitzer’s Appeal
(Continued fro m  page 1) 

l it t le  by little , w ill fa ll down on the hard 
surface of the earth, into the rivers and 
in to  the oceans.

“ P articu larly  dangerous are the elements 
combining long life  w ith  a re la tive ly 
strong e ffic ien t radiation. Among them 
strontium-90 takes the f ir s t  place. I t  is 
present in very large amounts in the 
radioactive dust. Cobalt-60 must also be 
mentioned as particu la rly  dangerous.

“ The rad ioactiv ity  in  the air, increased 
through these elements, w ill not harm us 
from  the outside, not being strong enough 
to  penetrate the skin. B ut the danger 
which has to be stressed above all the 
others is the one which arises from  our 
d rink ing  radioactive water and our eating 
radioactive food as a consequence o f the 
increased rad ioactiv ity  in the air.

RADIOACTIVE RAIN
“ Following the explosions o f B ik in i and 

Siberia ra in  fa lling  over Japun has, from  
tim e to time, been so radioactive th a t 
the water from  i t  cannot be drunk. And 
not only there : reports o f radioactive 
ra in fa ll are coming from  all parts o f the 
world where analyses have recently been 
made. In  several places, the water has 
proved to  be so radioactive tha t i t  was 
u n f it  fo r drinking.

“ Whenever radioactive ra inw ater is 
•found the soil is also radioactive —  and 
in a h igher degree. Thp soil is more radio­
active not only by the downpour, but also 
from  radioactive dust fa llin g  on it .  And 
w ith  the soil the vegetation w ill also 
have become radioactive.

“ The radioactive elements deposited in 
the soil pass into the plants where they 
are stored. This is o f importance, fo r as 
a result o f th is process i t  may be the 
case tha t we are threatened by a con­
siderable amount o f radioactive elements.

“ The radioactive elements in grass, 
when eaten by animals whose meat is 
used fo r food, w ill be absorbed and stored 
in our bodies.

“ W hat th is  storing o f radioactive 
material implies is clearly demonstrated 
by the observations made when, a t one 
occasion, the rad ioactiv ity o f the Columbia 
R iver in N orth  America was analyzed. 
The rad ioactiv ity  was caused by the atom- 
ic plants at Hanford, which produce atomic 
energy fo r  industria l purposes, and which
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empty the ir waste water into the river.

“ The rad ioactiv ity  o f the rive r water 
was insignificant. B ut the rad ioactiv ity  
o f the rive r plankton wqs 2,OQO tijpes 
higher, tha t o f the ducks eating the 
plankton 40.000 times higher, tha t o f the 
fish  150,000 times higher. In  young 
swallows fed on insects caught by the ir 
parents in the rive r, the rad ioactiv ity 
was 500.000 times h igher and in the egg 
yolks of water birds more than 1,000,000 
times higher. . .

“ None o f the rad ioactiv ity  o f the air, 
brought into existence by tjie  exploding 
o f atom bombs, is so unim portant tha t i t  
may not, in  the long run, become a danger 
to us through increasing the amount o f 
rad ioactiv ity  stored in our bodies.

“ W hat are the diseases caused by in ­
ternal radiation? The same diseases tha t 
are known to be caused by external 
radiation.

“ They are m ain ly serious blood d i­
seases. I f  the cells in the bone marrow 
are damaged by radiation they w ill 
produce too few op abnormal, degenerat­
ing blood corpuscles. Both cases lead to 
blood diseases and, most often, to  
death. . .

“ N ot our own health only is th rea t­
ened by internal radiation, bu t also tha t 
of our descendants. The fact is th a t the 
cells o f the reproductive organs are p a rti­
cu larly vulnerable to radiation. To the 
profound damage o f these cells cor­
responds a profound damage to our 
descendants. . .

“ We are forced to regard every in ­
c a s e  in the existing danger through 
fu rth e r creation o f radioactive elements 
by atom bomb explosions as a catastrophe 
fo r  the human race, a catastrophe th a t 
must be prevented under every circum­
stance.

“ There can be no question o f doing any­
th ing  else; i f  only fo r the reason th a t we 
cannot take the responsibility fo r  the 
consequences i t  m igh t have fo r our de­
scendants.

“ They are threatened by the greatest 
and most terrib le  danger.

“ That radioactive elements created by 
us are found in nature is an astounding 
event in the h istory o f the earth. And o f 
the human race. To fa il to consider its  
importance and its  consequences would 
be a fo lly  fo r  which hum anity would have 
to pay a te rrib le  price. . .

By Harry Ring
L ike  those engaged in many 

o ther pu rsu its , revo lu tiona ry  so­
c ia lis ts  frequ en tly  get so involved 
w ith  the trees im m edia te ly  before 
them th a t i t  becomes necessary 
to stop occasionally fo r  a fresh 
look at the fo res t. To m y p iind  
one o f the fin e s t fea tures o f M ay 
Day is th a t i t  provides the op­
p o r tu n ity  fo r  a long-range look 
a t the soc ia lis t fu tu re  and to  as­
sess anew the prospects fo r  
ach ieving th a t f in a l goal. M y own 
th in k in g  along these lines th is  
year lead me to a -re -re a d in g  of 
James P. Cannon’s pam phlet, 
“ A m erica ’s Road to Socia lism .”  I  
found i t  a rew ard ing  experience.

The pam ph le t is based' on s ix  
lectures g iven by  Cannon in Los 
Angeles a t the end o f 1952. The 
Korean w a r was then s | i l l  go ing

cm M cC arthy ism  was in  its  as­
cendancy. The labo r movem ent 
was in  a s tate o f quiescence th a t 
seemed to  border on stupor. The 
p o lit ic a l s itua tion  was such as to 
ra ise again the question, “ Jus t 
how rea l is a soc ia lis t perspec­
tive  fo r  A m e rica ? ”

Cannon undertook the lecture 
series to present a rounded an­
swer to th is  question. He p re ­
sented a broad an a ly tica l review 
o f the trends o f w o rld  devel­
opments and re lated them  to the 
prospects o f cap ita lism  and so­
c ia lism  in  the IDS. He concluded 
th a t ‘ ‘a social c ris is  in  th is  coun­
t r y  is ce rta in  . . .  a social cris is  
capable o f exp lod ing fa r  sooner 
than the wise men dream.”

[ reread the pam phlet w ith  an 
■eje tow ard  how w e ll the analysis 
stacks up aga inst the w o rld  de-

A-Bomb Fata lity

vclopm ents o f the four-and-a- 
h a lf years since i t  was p re ­
sented. In  a |l basic respects, it  
meets the tes t o f events in  im ­
pressive fash ion. T h is  fac t, I 
th in k , lends much added w e ight 
io  the  revo lu tiona ry  op tim ism  
which permeates the  pam phlet.

The key to the w orld  s itua tion  
Cannon held, is th is  fa c t: “ The 
course o f h is to ry  in the post-w ar 
w o rld  has been determ ined p r i ­
m a rily  ,by the re la tio n  between 
these three powers, the U n ited  
S tates, the S ov ie t U n ion and the 
in su rg en t co lon ia l w o rld . A ll the 
e ther countries p lay  m ere ly sup­
p o r t in g  ro les.”  The B r it is h  and 
French fiasco in  Suez and the 
a im ost to ta l eclipse o f th e ir  pow­
er in  the cruc ia l area o f the M id ­
dle E a s t alone su ffice  to v e r ify  
th is  analysis.

F IT S  D U LLE S
Discussing the w o rld  counter­

re vo lu tio n a ry  ro le o f U.S. im per­
ia lism  Cannon dem onstrated th a t

U  S. po licy can serve on ly to deep­
en the re vo lu tio n a ry  s trugg les 
aga inst it .  A t  one p o in t he p u t 
it th is  w a y : “ They act som eth ing 
like  a schizophrenic firem a n  I 
once heard o f who was also a 
pyrom aniac. He ran h im se lf ra g ­
ged a ll day t r y in g  to p u t ou t the 
f ire s  he had s ta rted 1 the n ig h t 
before. He could never catch up 
w ith  h is w o rk .”  T h is  image also 
f i t r  John F oster D u lles ’ a c t iv i­
ties to a T.

The pam ph le t contains much 
o ther valuable materiaL, inc lud­
in g  a pe ne tra ting  estim ate o f how' 
the inev itab le  social cris is  w i l l  
sha tte r the tw o -p a rty  system 
and a long w ith  it ,  the notion o f 
a v iab le  labor-D em ocratic  coa li­
tion . B u t on the occasion o f th is  
soc ia lis t ho liday, le t ’s pause fo r  
a look a t the new w o rld  th a t ’s 
corning— the w o rld  th a t w i l l  be 
free o f social cris is . Below' are 
some excerpts fro m  Cannon’s in ­
s p ir in g  view' o f the soc ia lis t fu ­
ture.

“ What Socialist America Will Look Like”

Tokom o Nakabayashi, who surv ived the A-bom b explosion 
at H irosh im a, died o f a heart a ttack  last year a t the age o f  25 
w h ile  undergoing p las tic  su rgery  in  a New Y o rk  hospita l. 
She was one o f the young women brough t here to  undergo 
p lastic  surgery fo r  rad ia tion  burns and sears resu ltin g  fro m  
the bom bing. Today, the Japanese people are again confronted 
w ith  the  deadly menace o f ra d io a c tiv ity  as the m a jo r powers 
continue th e ir  tes tin g  o f nuclear weapons in P ac ific  areas. The 
Japanese governm ent, re fle c tin g  the pressure o f the popu la­
tion , has appealed to  Great B r ita in , the Soviet U n ion  and the 
U n ited States to  end the nuclear tests. A l l  o f th e ir  pleas have 
been turned down.

FUND SCOREBOARD
Branch Quota P aid  Percent
C L E V E L A N D $ 420.00 $ 610.00 145
M IL W A U K E E 250.00 254.00 101
A L L E N T O W N 102.00 102.00 100
BOSTO N 600.00 600.00 100
B U F F A L O 2100.00 2100.00 100
C H IC A G O 1560.00 1560.00 100
D E T R O IT 1000.00 1000.00 100
S E A T T L E 360.00 360.00 100
T W IN  C IT IE S 1584.00 1587.85 100
Y O U N G S TO W N 300.00 300.00 100
N ew ark 240.00 235.00 98
New Y o rk 5000.00 4615.10 92
Los Angeles 4000.00 3406.50 85
P hiladelph ia 480.00 400.50 83
San Francisco 800.00 640.00 80
Oakland 240.Q0 190.00 79
A k ro n 140.00 110.00 78
St. Louis 80.Q(3 50.00 64
G eneral 105.60 —

T o ta l th rou gh
A p r i l 24 $19,256.p0 $18,226.55 95

SWP Fund Hits 95% — 
One Week Left to Go!

By Constance Farr
P a rty -B u ild in g  Fund D irec to r

Only 5% le ft to go in thp $19,256 P arty-Build ing F und ! 
And there is one more week fo r the branches who have not 
yet reached 100% to catch up so th a t the next Fund 
Scoreboard can p roud ly  announces— ----------------------------------------------
th a t we have reached our goal.

N ew  Y o rk  Fund D ire c to r 
E the l W ood reports  th a t th is  
cam paign has been one o f the 
m ost in s p ir in g  in  m any years.

‘W e are absolute ly  sure to  
make ou r $5,000 quota by next 
week and we w i l l  probably go 
over. Sypath izers o f the p a rty  
con tribu ted  over $400.

“ One o f o u r frien ds  who is  a 
reg is te red  nurse, has been w o rk ­
in g  on a second jo b  in  o rder to 
pa y  up he r substantia l pledge. 
T w o  n ig h ts  a  week, she is  w o rk ­
in g  fo r  the P a rty -B u ild in g  
Fund !

“ One couple w ith  tw o  ch ild ren 
have taken ou t a loan so th a t 
the y  could complete th e ir  pledge 
on tim e .”

P LE D G E S  O V E R P A ID
“ W hen we appealed to  the 

N ew  Y o rk  loca l to  ra ise in -
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d iv id u a l pledges, the  response 
was ve ry  good indeed. M any 
members who did n o t fee l they 
could pledge more nonetheless 
overpaid th e ir  quotas.

‘ ‘A l l  in  a ll, the m ora le  and 
s p ir it  o f the local are so good 
th a t we are a ll insp ired  to  con­
tr ib u te  as much as possible.”

Because o f the  expansion o f 
a c t iv ity  w h ich  has been ta k in g  
place in  the SWP, the  comple­
tion  o f the fun d  d rive  is p a r­
t ic u la r ly  im p o rta n t. N o t on ly  are 
reg roupm en t sym posiums being 
held th rou gh ou t the country , 
b u t a num ber o f tou rs  by SWP 
speakers on the subject o f re ­
groupm ent are underw ay, or 
scheduled fo r  the near fu tu re . 
Besides the opportun ities  opened 
up to  us by  the fe rm e n t in  the 
rad ica l m ovem ent today to  hold 
m eetings, we are able to  help 
tow ards the repub lish ing  o f 
T ro ts k y ’s w orks, long ou t o f 
p r in t.

W ith  on ly  one week le f t  to 
go, we urge a ll readers o f the 
M il ita n t  who have n o t ye t con­
tr ib u te d  to  the fund tq  send in  
th e ir  con tribu tion  r ig h t  aw ay to 
SW P P a rty -B u ild in g  Fund, l i p  
U n iv e rs ity  Place, New Y o rk  3, 
N . Y .

What Calif. CP Leaders 
Reject as “Trotskyist”

[T h e  passages published below 
fo rm  p a rt o f a c ritic ism  o f the 
D ra ft  R esolution o f the  CP N a ­
tio n a l Com m ittee w r itte n  and 
w ide ly  c ircu la ted in  m im eograph 
fo rm  d u rin g  the  pre-convention 
discussion by the Section O rgan­
iza tiona l Secretary o f the  46th 
Assem bly D is tr ic t  o f the  Los 
Angeles C om m unist P a rty . I ts  
ideas have had widespread in ­
fluence among CP m ilita n ts . 
The docum ent was repudiated 
as “ T ro ts k y is t”  by its  au thor in 
he r S ta lin is t-s ty le  “ confession”  
a t the  Southern C a lifo rn ia  D is ­
t r ic t  Convention o f the CP, A p r i j 
13. A t  th a t tim e  she also charged 
seven CP members who ad­
vocated views s im ila r  to  those 
she repud iated w ith  b e i n g  
“ agents o f the  S ocia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty .”  ( F u l l  de ta ils  were 
published in  la s t week’s issue e f  
the M il ita n t . )  —  E d .]

“ W h ile  the R esolu tion spends 
considerable tim e  an a lyz ing  the 
erro rs  o f the past period, i t  fa ils  
to  sing le  ou t adequate ly the 
m ain e rro r w h ich  gave rise  to 
these m istakes: ou r dependence 
upon the C om m unist P a r ty  o f 
the USSR and our fa ilu re  to  
b u ild  in  the U n ited  S tates an 
independent P a rty , based upon 
M arx ism  and in te rp re tin g  the 
h is to ry , special conditions, and 
problem s o f w in n in g  Socialism  
here under v a s tly  d if fe re n t con­
d itions than were in  existence 
in  the USSR.

“ The problem  o f b u ild in g  So­
c ia lism  in  the S ov ie t U n ion , a 
backward Country p o lit ic a lly , 
w ith  a he ritage  fro m  Czarism  of 
p r im it iv e  productive  capacities, 
and a low  labo r p ro d u c tiv ity  ( in ­
capable o f b r in g in g  economic 
gains w h ich  would guarantee 
p o lit ic a l democracy to  the Rus­
sian people), iso la ted in  an 
enc irc ling  r in g  o f enemy c a p ita l­
is t  states, gave rise  to  d is to r­
tions and crim es as outlined in  
the  K hrushchev rep o rt. Instead 
o f the  advent o f Socialism  
b r in g in g  its  f u l l  p o te n tia l to  the 
people o f the Soviet B n ion , such 
benefits were denied by the rise 
o f a bu reaucra tic  caste who 
fo u g h t to  m a in ta in  th e ir  p r iv i­
lege b y  denying t|ie  f u l l  develop­
m ent o f Socialism . T h is was due 
in  p a r t  to the fus io n  o f the 
CP o f the  USSR w ith  thp state 
appara tus and in  p a r t to  the 
problem s o f b u ild in g  sociglistn 
in  a cou n try  lik e  Russia w ith o u t

the support o f the w o rld  w o rk ­
in g  class in  the fo rm  o f ex­
tend ing  the soc ia lis t sector o f 
the w orld .

“ O ur e rro rs  here f lo w  from  
ou r subord ina tion o f the class 
s trugg le  on the Am erican scene 
in o rder to  ‘defend’ the USSR, 
w ith o u t re a liz in g  th a t the rea l 
defense o f the soc ia lis t countries 
lies in  the extending o f Social­
ism  to  o ther states, inc lud ing , 
the U .S .A . . . .

“ The w o rk in g  class, in  order 
to  achieve socialism , m ust have 
an advanced, class Conscious, so­
c ia lis t-o rien ted  vanguard to lead 
it .  W h ile  i t  should d raw  on the 
tra d itio n s  and fo rm s  fa m il ia r  to 
the A m erican  people in  its  o r­
ga n iza tion a l s truc tu re , i t  m ust, 
because i t  recognizes the  class 
forces w h ich  w il l  continue to  be 
lined up aga inst i t  u n t il social­
ism is achieved, be so organized 
as to  prov ide safeguards fo r  
un ited action once a p rogram  is 
a rrived  upon, by dem ocratic d is­
cussion and m a jo r ity  decision, 
and provide fu r th e r  fo r  the r ig h t  
to  dissent, conduct f u l l  and free  
discussion on v a ry in g  po in ts  o f 
v iew , be d iscip lined by vo lu n ta ry  
understand ing and lo y a lty , and 
f ig h t  constan tly  fo r  ra is in g  the 
understand ing o f its  members 
on the basic p rinc ip les , s tra teg y  
fo r  ach ieving socialism , and the 
tac tics  th a t  w i l l  advance the 
s trugg le  m ost ra p id ly . . . .

“ Peaceful co-existence subor­
d inates the s trugg les o f the 
colon ia l peoples aga inst im ­
pe ria lism  to th a t  o f m a in ta in in g  
the sta tus quo on a w o rld  scale. 
Peacefu l co-existence the re fo re  
is  a be traya l o f the s tru g g le  fo r  
socialism  because i t  im p lies  the 
r ig h t  o f con tinu ing  existence to  
c a p ita lis t states, w ith o u t recog­
n iz in g  th a t the on ly  tru e  defense 
o f the Soviet U n ion and o ther 
S ocia lis t states is the extension 
o f socialism  th ro u g h  the en tire  
w o rld .  ̂ . .

“ The d ra f t  reso lu tion  pro jects 
the ‘an ti-m onopo ly  coa litio n ’ as 
the m ain s tra teg y  to advance 
the in te res ts  o f the w o rk in g  
class and im p lies  th a t th is  is 
the pa th  to socialism  in  the 
U.S. guch a fo rm u la tio n  is a 
be traya l o f socialism  because i t  
fa ils  to make the basic po in t 
th a t fun dam e n ta lly  the enemy is 
cap ita lism . To propose an ‘a n ti- 
m onopoly Coalition’ is  to  desert 
the  basic class pos ition  fo r  the 
achievem ent o f socialism  be­

cause i t  im p lies th a t the w o rk ­
in g  class m ust continue to ‘liv e ’ 
w ith  cap ita lism  and does not 
c la r ify  the fa c t th a t w h ile  
m onopoly is the more advanced 
stage o f cap ita lism , cap ita lism  
is the ro o t enemy. . . .

“ On the question o f our 
fo rm u la tio n  in  the d ra ft  reso lu­
tio n  reg a rd in g  the Dem ocratic 
P a rty : . . . The existence o f a 
mass labo r m ovem ent o f 17 m il­
lion  organized w orkers, toge ther 
w ith  the existence o f a mass 
Negro peoples’ m ovem ent ar^ 
s ig n if ic a n t fac to rs  w h ich make 
possible the  rea liza tion  o f the 
organ iza tion  o f an independent 
p a r ty  o f labo r and fa rm ers  i f  
we f ig h t  fo r  such a line  instead 
o f ‘ dead-ending’ the energies o f 
these w orkers in  the  Dem ocratic 
P a rty .

“ The Dem ocratic P a rty  cannot 
be th is  in s tru m e n t in the hands 
o f the w o rk in g  class because i t  
is  a p a r ty  o f cap ita lism , 
dedicated to  the  continuance o f 
cap ita lism . The problem  is one 
o f convinc ing the w orkers  th a t 
the y  m ust move away fro m  in ­
s trum en ts  o f the cap ita lis ts  and 
fo rm  th e ir  p a rty  based on th e ir  
own class in te rests . Dem ocratic 
P a r t y  candidates are the 
creatures o f the cap ita lis ts  and 
stand fo r  th a t class and th a t 
system. They represent the  in ­
terests o f the ru lin g  class in  
the la s t analysis. W o rk in g  class 
candidates, ru n n in g  on a w o rk ­
in g  class p rog ram , in  a p a rty  
con tro lled by the w o rk in g  c!css, 
are the on ly  guarantees of the 
class in te rests  o f the w ork- 
eis. . . .

“ A n  e ffec tive  regroupm ent o f 
the le f t  can on ly  be achieved by 
fre e  association and in ter-change 
o f a ll po in ts  o f v iew  o f socia lis t 
m inded g roup ings and the ho ld­
in g  o f varied types o f ac tiv itie s  
w h ich  m ay lead to  the eventual 
organ iza tion  o f a mass p a rty  
o f socialism .”

Los Angeles
The

A B R A H A M  L IN C O L N  
B R IG A D E  

in v ites  you to  its  
20th A nn ive rsa ry  

Dance

Sat., May 4 —  8:30 P.M.
Yab lon Center 

7213 W . Beverly  B lvd . 
C o n trib u tio n  $1

By James P. Cannon
O ur discussion to n ig h t deals 

w ith  the socia list society its e lf, 
which w ill grow  ou t o f the new 
conditions when the class s tru g ­
gle w ill have been carried  to  its  
conclusion— th a t is, to  the abo li­
tion  o f classes and consequently 
o f a ll class s trugg les. O ur p re­
view  o f the socia list society, 
the re fo re , is  not a program  fo r  
s trugg le , but a fo recast o f the 
lines o f fu tu re  development a l­
ready ind ica ted in the present.

*  *  t

Socialism  w i l l  undoubtedly 
■bring about a revo lu tiona ry  
trans fo rm a tion  o f human a c tiv i­
ty  and association in a ll fie lds  
prev ious ly  conditioned by the d i­
v is ion o f society in to  classes— in 
w ork, in education, in sports and 
amusements, in  m anners and 
m orals, and in  incentives and re­
wards.

iBut a ll these changes which 
cannot be an tic ipa ted  and p re ­
dicted, w i l l  begin w ith  and p ro ­
ceed fro m  the revo lu tiona ry  
tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f the system  o f 
p roduction  and the consequent 
augm entation and m u ltip lic a tio n  
o f the p ro d u c tiv ity  o f labor. T h is  
is the necessary m a te ria l p rem ­
ise fo r  a society o f shared abun­
dance. The revo lu tiona ry  re o r­
gan iza tion  o f the labo r process 
— of the m anner o f w o rk in g  and 
of reg u la tin g , m easuring ’and 
com pensating the labo r tim e of 
the in d iv id u a l— •■will take place 
f i r s t  and should be considered 
f ir s t ,  because i t  w i l l  c lear the 
w ay fo r  a ll the o ther changes. . .

A l l  concepts o f the am ount of 
necessary labo r required fro m  
each in d iv idu a l, based on present 
conditions and practices, m ust be 
abandoned in  any serious a ttem p t 
to appi'oach a re a lis tic  estim ate 
of fu tu re  prospects and possi­
b ilit ie s  in  th is  basic f ie ld . The 
labo r necessary to  produce food, 
c lo th ing , she lte r and a ll the con­
veniences and refinem ents o f ma­
te r ia l life  in the new society w ill 
be co-operative, social labor —  
w ith  an ever-increasing empha­
sis on labo r-sav ing  and au to­
m atic , la b o r-e lim in a tin g  m achin­
ery, inven tions and s c ie n tific  d is­
coveries, designed to  increase the 
ra te  o f p ro d u c tiv ity . . . .

The progressive reduction of 
th is  labo r tim e  requ ired o f each 
in d iv id u a l w il l,  in  m y opinion, 
soon render i t  im p rac tica l to com­
pute th is  labor tim e  on a da ily , 
w eekly o r even ye a rly  basis. I t  
is  reasonable to  assume— th is  is 
m y op in ion, bu t on ly m y opin ion 
and n o t a p rogram — th a t the 
am ount o f labo r tim e  required o f 
the in d iv id u a l by society d u rin g  
his whole l i fe  expectancy, w ill 
'be ap p ro x im a te ly  computed, and 
th a t he w i l l  be allowed to  elect 
when to  m ake th is  con tribu tion . 
I  inc line s tro n g ly  to  the idea th a t 
the g re a t m a jo r ity  w ill' e lect to 
get th e ir  equired labo r tim e over 
w ith  in  th e ir  e a rly  you th , w o rk ­
in g  a fu l l  day fo r  a yea r o r two.

T h e re a fte r, they w ould be free  
fo r  the re s t o f th e ir  lives to de­
vote themselves, w ith  freedom  in 
th e ir  labor, to  any s c ie n tif ic  pu r­
su it, .to any creative w o rk  o r p lay  
o r s tudy w h ich m ig h t in te res t 
them . The necessary productive 
labo r they have con tribu ted  in a 
few  years o f th e ir  you th , w il l 
pay fo r  th e ir  en tire  life tim e  
m aintenance, on the same p r in ­
c ip le th a t the w orkers today pay 
fo r  th e ir  own p a ltry  “ social se­
c u r i ty ”  in  advance.

* * *

The em ancipation o f women 
w i l l  beg in  in  the ve ry  f i r s t  days 
o f the w orkers governm ent, and 
ve ry  p robab ly  w i l l  be fu l ly  com­
pleted before the socia lis t society 
emerges fro m  the tra n s itio n  pe­
riod . The f i r s t  cond ition  fo r  the 
rea l em ancipation o f women 
is th e ir  economic em ancipation. 
T ha t m ust presuppose the  sci­
e n tif ic  o rgan iza tion  o f house­
w o rk , like  a ll o the r w ork, so th a t 
women too can have tim e  and 
le isure fo r  c u ltu ra l a c t iv ity  and 
the free  choice o f occupation. 
T h a t w i l l  im p e ra tive ly  require  
the estab lishm ent o f communal 
k itchens, housekeeping services, 
nurseries and k inde rga rtens . . . .

* * *
The mass emergence o f the so­

c ia lis t women fro m  the con fin ing

w a lls  o f th e ir  in d iv id u a l k itc h ­
ens w ill be the g reatest ja i l  break 
in  h is to ry — and the  m ost béné fi­
c ient. Women, libera ted from  the 
prison o f the k itchen, w i l l  be­
come the  free  com panions o f 
free  men.

*  *  *

I  m ust also b reak  the news to 
the Southern crackers and th e ir  
N o rth e rn  cousins, and o ther 
members o f the J im  Crow  f r a ­
te rn ity  th a t under socialism  
A m erica  w i l l  no longer be a 
‘ ‘w h ite  m an’s co u n try .”  I t  w i l l  
belong to  the colored people too. 
They w ill own as much o f i t  as 
anyone else and share to the fu ll,  
w ith o u t le t o r hindrance, a ll its  
b o u n tifü l p ro sp e rity  and abun­
dance, a ll its  freedom s, r ig h ts  
and p riv ile ge s— w ith o u t any ex­
ception whatever.

<< * *
In  the classless society o f the 

fu tu re  there w i l l  be no state. 
The M a rx is t fo rm u la  th a t the 
sta te  w i l l  w ith e r away and die 
ou t has a pro found u ltim a te  
m eaning, fo r  the sta te  is the 
m ost concentrated expression o f 
violence. W here there is v io ­
lence, there is no freedom . The 
society o f the free  and equal w ill 
have no need and no room  fo r  v io ­
lence and w il l  not to le ra te  i t  in  
any fo rm . T h is  was the pro found 
conception o f the g reat M arx is ts .

#  *  *

Le isu re  is the condition fo r  a ll 
cu ltu ra l development. "T he  G lory 
th a t was Greece,”  ju s t ly  cele­
b ra ted  in song and s to ry , was 
the f i r s t  g re a t c o n firm a tio n  o f 
th is  law . A nc ien t Greece, bor­
ro w in g  fro m  o ther c iv iliza tion s , 
produced the f i r s t  t r u ly  cu ltu red  
class. In  some im p o rta n t respects 
i t  touched the h ighest peaks our 
race has y e t know n; and in  the 
Golden Age o f P eric les i t  came 
to its  fu lle s t flo w e r. I ts  a tta in ­
ments in  lite ra tu re , the drama, 
scu lp ture , a rch itec tu re , ph iloso­
phy; in the beginnings o f science 
and in  the graces and am enities 
o f c iv ilized  in te rcourse— are the 
o rig in a l pa tte rn  fro m  which 
W estern  c iv iliz a tio n  stems.

B u t th a t g lo rious Greece had

a fa ta l fla w . I ts  le isure— and 
the re fo re  its  cu ltu re— were lim ­
ited  to a ve ry  na rrow  s tra tu m  
o f  p riv ile ge d  a ris tocra ts . I t  lack­
ed the technological basis fo r  
un ive rsa l le isure and cu ltu re . The 
socie ty o f ancient Greece rested 
on a base o f dehumanized slave 
labor. I t  was surrounded b y  a 
w o rld  o f ba ib a rism . I t  was con­
s ta n tly  em broiled in  w ars and 
even tua lly  w ent down in ru ins, 
and no th in g  was le f t  o f i t  b u t 
w h a t is scratched on stone and 
preserved on parchm ent. A  fe w  
ru ins  o f the m arve lous sculpture 
and a rch itec tu re  s t i l l  stand to 
g ive an in tim a tio n  o f w h a t was 
know n and done tw e n ty -fiv e  
hundred years ago.

S ocia lis t society w i l l  stand im ­
m easurably h ighe r than th a t o f 
ancient Greece, even in  its  Golden 
Age. M achines and science w ill 
be the slaves, and they w ill be 
fa r  more productive, a thousand, 
ten thousand tim es more produc­
tive . than the human slaves o f 
ancient Greece. U nder socialism , 
a ll w ill share in  the  bene fits  o f 
abundance, not m ere ly  a favored 
few  a t the top. A l l  the people 
w i l l  have tim e  and be secure fo r  
an ever h igh e r development.

A l l  w il l be a rtis ts . A ll w i l l  be 
w orkers  and students, bu ilde rs  
and creators. A l l  w i l l  be free and 
equal. Hum an s o lid a r ity  w i l l  en­
c irc le  the globe and conquer it ,  
ano subord inate i t  to the uses o f 
m an.

T h a t, m y friends , is n o t an 
id le speculation. T h a t is the  
re a lis tic  perspective o f o u r g re a t 
movement. We ourselves are no t 
p riv ile g e d  to  live  in  the social­
ist. society o f the fu tu re , w h ich 
Jack London, in  his fa r-re a ch ­
in g  asp ira tion , called the Golden 
F u tu re . I t  is our destiny, here and 
now, to live  in  the tim e o f the 
death agony o f cap ita lism . I t  is 
our task  to  wade th rou gh  the 
blood and f i l t h  o f th is  outmoded, 
dy ing  system. O u r m ission is to 
c lea r i t  away. T h a t is our s tru g ­
gle, o u r law  o f life .

W e cannot be citizens o f the 
soc ia lis t fu tu re , except by a n tic i­
pa tion . B u t i t  is prec ise ly  th is  
a n tic ip a tio n , th is  v is ion  o f the 
fu tu re , th a t f i t s  us fo r  ou r ro le  
as sold iers o f the revo lu tion , sol­
d iers o f the lib e ra tio n  w a r  o f  
hum an ity . A nd  th a t, I  th in k , is 
the h ighest p riv ile ge  today, the 
occupation m ost w o rth y  o f a 
c iv ilize d  man. No m a tte r w heth ­
er we personally see the dawn o f 
socialism  or no t, no m a tte r w hat 
our personal fa te  m ay be, the 
cause fo r  which we f ig h t  has so­
c ia l evo lu tion  on its  side and is 
the re fo re  inv inc ib le . I t  w i l l  con­
quer and b rin g  a ll m ankind a new 
day.

I t  is enough fo r  us, I  th in k , i f  
we do our p a r t to  hasten on the 
day. T h a t ’s w h a t w e’re here fo r . 
T h a t ’s a l l the incen tive  we need. 
A nd  the confidence th a t we aré 
r ig h t  and th a t ou r cause w il l  p re­
va il, is a ll the rew ard  we need. 
T h a t ’s w ha t the soc ia lis t poet, 
W ill ia m  M o rris , had in m ind, 
when he called us to

“ Jo in in  the on ly  b a ttle
W here in  no man can fa il,
F o r whoso fadeth and d ie th ,

, Y e t his deeds sha ll s l i l l  
p re va il.”
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