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Michigan Steel 
Locals Rally in 
Dues Protest

By James Campbell
DETROIT —  Steel workers o f D is tric t 29, Michigan, 

responded w ith  hearty applause as Donald Rarick and Bud 
Richardson, leaders o f the Dues Protest movement o f the 
U n ite d  Steel W orkers  o f A m e r 
ica (A F L -C IO ) to ld  o f t h e i r  
s tru g g le  fo r  honest representa­
tio n  o f w o rke rs ’ grievances and 
fo r  ra n k -a n d -file  con tro l o f the 
un ion. They sDoke on Dec. 1. 
a t  a ra l ly  in  Ecorse, a D e tro it  
suburb dom inated by the la rge  
G rea t Lakes Steel p lan t. D u rin g  
the  la s t yea r and a h a lf, the 
Dues P ro te s t m ovem ent has 
waged a f ig h t  aga inst the  steel 
w o rke rs ’ un ion president, David 
J. M cDonald, and the o ff ic ia l­
dom associated w ith  him  over 
th e  issue o f un ion democracy.

The  m ee ting  m arked the f i r s t  
t im e  th a t d e l e g a t i o n s  fro m  
th ro u g h o u t D is tr ic t  29 had a t ­
tended a Dues P ro te s t R a lly .
Com m itteem en opposed to the 
M cD onald ad m in is tra tio n  and 
o th e r un ion m ilita n ts  from  nine 
locals tu rned  ou t to hear R arick  
and R ichardson speak. For the 
f it ts t  tim e , also, Rarrek dealt 
w ith  on-the-job  conditions con­
fro n t in g  the steel workeTg. He 
described the m anner in which 
t h e  D is tr ic t o f f ic ia ls  ignored 
and m isrepresented shop g rie v ­
ances and showed th a t the same 
type  o f  grievances are' accumu­
la tin g  th roughou t the tin ion .

R a ric k  reported  add itiona l ev­
idence to  substan tia te  the Dues 
P ro te s t charge th a t the M cDon­
a ld  m achine stole the la s t union 
election, s ta tin g  th a t d is tr ic t  d i­
rec to rs  had made open admiS' 
sions to  th a t e ffe c t a f te r  the 
o ff ic ia l count was recorded on 
M ay  1, 1957.

C O N F E R E N C E  IN  M A R C H
H e assured the  men and wom ­
en a tten d in g  the ra l ly  th a t the 
Dues P ro tes t campa’en w a s 
supported so le ly  by the dollars 
o f the m em bership and urged 
the  local groups to  send dele­
gates to the next Dues P ro tes t 
conference to  he held in Cleve­
land ne x t M arch.

The Dues P ro te s t leaders are 
g ird in g  fo r  a f ig h t  over charges 
th a t  the M cDonald forces have 
b ro u g h t aga inst Nicholas- M a- 
m u la , p u b lic ity  cha irm an o f the 
n a tio n a l Dues P ro te s t C o m m it­
tee, in  Local 1211. T h is  is the 
11,'OOO-member J o n e s  and 
L a u g b lin  local in  A liq u ip p a , Pa. 
to  w h ich M am ula belongs. The 
charges arise from  a le tte r  be 
w ro te  a Beaver V a lle y  news­
paper in  w h ich  he exposed the 
h igh  salaries th a t local union 
O fficers a lready receive and c r i t ­
icized the increases the y  are 
c u rre n tly  seeking. He was re ­
p ly in g  to  a le tte r  fro m  a spokes­
man o f the o ffic ia ls  ju s t ify in g  
the  increase.

The  Dues P ro test movement 
In th e  steel w o rkers  union is

Steel Cutback 
In Youngstown

YO U N G S TO W N , Dec. 7 —  
Unem ploym ent has become 
the num ber one problem in  
th is  c ity , whose w o rk in g  class 
is gripped w ith  a fee lin g  o f 
insecu rity  unknown since the 
end o f W orld  W a r I I .  The 
long, slow b u t un in te rrup ted  
decline in  steel operations in 
th is  steel center th a t lasted 
a ll sum m er and fa l l  appears 
to  be c lim a x in g  in  a rap id  
and com plete shutdow'n o f 
some o f the la rges t basic steel 
p lan ts. Thus Republic Steel 
was slated to  shut down its  
open-hearth operations today 
fo r  the  balance o f the  year. 
Steel ou tpu t now1 is a t 65% o f 
ra ted capacity in  the d is tr ic t.  
The cu rre n t answer o f the 
Steel W orkers  U n ion  leader­
ship is to  l i t ig a te  th rough  the 
courts  fo r  Supplem entary U n ­
em ploym ent B enefits  fo r  the 
unemployed.

E c o iio in iè s  o f  Ih e  C h a n g in g  S o u th  « I I

Will South Block Labor Unionism?

now engaged in a cam paign to 
ra l ly  a ll m ilita n t,  an ti-ad m in is ­
tra t io n  fo rces in  the union and 
to  ga in  th e  alleg iance o f la rg e r 
num bers o f honest and t r u s t ­
w o rth y  spokesmen fo r  the rank 
and f ile .

As y e t the Dues P ro tes t lead­
ers have no t spoken ou t on the 
m ost u rg e n t problem s c o n fro n t­
in g  steel w o rkers  today. The 
steel in d u s try  continues to show 
a decline in na tiona l production 
w h ich  has seen a steady drop 
fro m  92%  o f ra ted  capac ity  la s t 
Janua ry  to  73% th is  m onth. ( In  
the Youngstow n, Ohio, area it  
is c u rre n tly  65% ). Serious un 
em ploym ent is  a lready appear 
r in g  in  c ruc ia l steel areas in  
E aste rn  Ohio, and in M ich igan 
the th re a t o f sho rt-tim e  la y ­
o ffs  is v e ry  rea l. N o r have 
they spoken ou t on the c u rre n t 
m ergers ta k in g  place between 
several o f the huge steel co r­
porations. These m ergers w i l l  
mean the  abandonment o f ob­
solete d iv is ions in  fa v o r o f new­
ly  autom ated p lan ts  and w ill 
accelerate the fu r th e r  au tom a­
tion  o f the steel in d u s try  in a 
f ig h t  fo r  the tig h te n in g  m arket. 
T h is  also presents the ve ry  rea l 
specter to  steel w orkers o f f u r ­
th e r la y o ffs  and unem ploym ent.

-Such issues w i l l  f in d  th e ir  
plakse a t the fo rthco m ing  con­
ference n e x t M arch as more 
shPp m ilita n ts  a ttend i t  and 
seek to  broaden the Dues -Pro­
tes t p rogram .

. . .  Blow to U.S. Prestige
(Continued from  page 1)

Kenna», “ and i t  is ra ther a p ity  tha t i t  has never been 
requested to respond all at once to the many expectations 
directed to it . ”

B ut others, like  Adlai Stevenson, fear the risk  to 
U.S. capita list interests in such a policy. In his Dec. 9 
address on foreign policy before the New York County 
Lawyers’ Association. Stevenson complained: “ Already 
Soviet non-m ilitary foreign expenditure is pressing us 
closely in amount, and th e ir e ffo rt is on an ascending 
curve while ours is descending.”

Stevenson puts fo rth  the grandiose scheme o f bigger 
and bigger m ilita ry  spending and bigger and bigger 
economic aid to o ther lands. O f course. Stevenson con­
cedes, there’s another delicate problem involved: “ But 
how are we going to do all th is?  I t  is going to take a lo t 
o f money. W hat about in fla tion?”  A t th is  point, Steven­
son’s word-power gives out. “ W ell.”  he answered his own 
questions, “ th a t’s another speech —  probably fo r a 
Republican!”

“Some Belt-Tightening”
But s till he could not resist the tem ptation to  give 

a h in t o f the real answer he had in m in d : “ And to control 
in fla tion , is a labor-management scheme o f temporary 
vo luntary deferment and control o f wages and prices 
beyond our ingenuity? W hat is certain about all th is  is 
th a t there is going to have to be some belt-tightening, 
some more self-discipline. . .”

Stevenson, who reflects leading opinion in the Demo­
cratic Party, proposes in essence the same th ing  as the 
Eisenhower adm inistration —  a s h ift to “ less bu tte r and 
more guns,”  as Commerce Secretary S inclair Weeks put 
i t  last Nov. 13.

American workers are to be confronted with a 
renewal of the World War I I  “equality of sacrifice” pro­
gram, one of the worst skin-games put over on U.S. labor. 
We are threatened with a new wage freeze while prices 
and profits will continue to climb. And this as the Amer­
ican economy heads toward a slump and mass unemploy­
ment. That will certainly boost U.S. prestige!

By Arne Swabeck
(Second o f tw o  a rtic les )

The m o s t  s ig n if ic a n t long 
te rm  e ffec t o f in d u s tr ia l p ro g ­
ress in  the South w il l  be its  
tendency to  b r in g  the  tw o  sp-lit 
segm ents o f  the w o rk ing  pop­
u la tio n — w h ite  and colored— to ­
gether. A s both become assim i­
la ted  in to  the same process o f 
in d u s tr ia l production, they  w ill 
be fac in g  the problem s o f cap­
ita lis t. exp lo ita tio n  in  common. 
Breaches made in  the archaic 
social and p o lit ic a l s truc tu re , 
and in  the  J im  Crow system, 
w hethe r foT the sake o f g re a t­
e r p o lit ic a l cen tra liza tion  o r 
o therw ise, w i l l  o f necessity in ­
crease th is  u n ify in g  tendency. 
The destiny o f both segments 
w ill tend to  blend w ith  th a t o f 
the w o rk in g  c l a s s  movement 
th rou gh ou t the na tion .

T h is  e ffe c t m ay seem pa ra­
doxical in  v ie w  o f the benefits 
so long accru ing to  the ru lin g  
class by keeping the races p i t ­
ted aga ins t one another —  and 
n o t on ly  in  the South. W ha t is 
happening now? Have the. cap­
ita l is t  ru le rs  suddenly become 
conscious o f c e rta in  m ora l and 
e th ica l ob liga tions, o r are they 
m ere ly  los ing  s ig h t o f th e ir  own 
best in te rests?  The t ru th  is tha t 
by its  developm ent o f modern 
in d u s try  cap ita lism  in v o lu n ta r i­
ly  prom otes labo r u n ity  and o r­
gan iza tion .

T h is  proved to be the case in 
the N o rth . B oth  Negroes and 
poor wh ites, b ro u g h t up from  
the South, learned th rough  b it ­
te r  lessons o f m is trea tm en t, 
speed-up and e xp lo ita tion  in  in ­
d u s try  to  overcome ra c ia l p re j- 
udices s u ff ic ie n t ly  to f ig h t

shoulder to  shoulder in  union 
strugg les. To th is  general ru le  
the South fo rm s  no exception. 
The tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f its  eco­
nomic founda tion  is ca llin g  in to  
being, and w e ld ing  toge ther, a 
new social force.

Review ing the In d u s tr ia l Rev­
o lu tion  o f the e ighteenth and 
n ine teen th  cen turies in  England, 
Engels w ro te : “ B ut the  m ig h t­
ie s t re s u lt o f  th is  in d u s tr ia l 
tra n s fo rm a tio n  is the Eng lish 
p ro le ta r ia t."  On a m ore modest 
scale i t  is  possible to ' say now 
about the South, th a t the m ig h t­
ie s t re s u lt o f the in d u s tr ia liz a ­
tion  w i l l  be the  emergence o f a 
Southern p ro le ta r ia t.

B u t less than o n e -fifth  o f the 
Southern w o rkers  are organized 
in  unions today. W ages are con­
spicuously low . O ut o f its  to ta l 
o f 2% m illio n  production  w o rk ­
ers em ployed in m an u fac tu ring  
by A p r i l  1954, before the la test 
m in im um  wage la w  w e n t in to  
e ffec t, 723,000 earned less than 
$1 an hour. Per-calpita in ­
come in  the  Deep South was 
in  1955 on ly 64.1% o f the na­
t io n a l average.

M O R E ‘ H A N D S ’ T H A N  JOBS

Besides, in d u s tr ia liz a tio n  has 
by no means assured jobs fo r  
a ll,  least o f a ll fo r  the Negro 
popu lation. In  the survey made 
by U.S. News and W orld  R e -1 
p o rt (Ja?i. 27, 1956) i t  is stated 
th a t: "F o r  m any a p lan ta tion  
‘hand* there  is beg inn ing  a real 
s tru g g le  to  f in d  a place to  earn 
a l iv in g .”  A nd  th is  j o u r n a l  
quotes a N egro  leader as say­
in g : “ Som etim es people go hun­
g ry . . . The man who depends 
on a seasonal fa rm  job fo r  a

South Shows Fastest 
Industrialization Rate

In  last week’s in s ta llm e n t o f “ Economics o f the Changing 
South”  by A rne  Swabeck, in fo rm a tio n  was given on tha t reg ion ’s 
accelerated in d u s tr ia l development. S ta tis tics  recen tly  made 
available by the U.S. D epartm ent o f Commerce show th a t 
m anu fac tu ring  em ploym ent, which is up 9%  fo r  the  U.S. as a 
whole in the period since W orld  W a r I I ,  is up 22%  fo r  the  seven 
Southeast sta tes; new construction , up 57% n a tion a lly , is  up 
177% fo r  (he South; bank deposits, up 47% fo r  the  na tion , are 
up 52% in the South.

Today the South produces 36% o f  the na tion ’s coal and o il;  
36% o f the chem icals; 40% o f the paper; 80% o f cotton te x tile s ; 
70% o f the rayo n ; 95% o f syn the tic  fibe rs ; 40% o f the fu rn itu re ;  
and 99% o f the tobacco.

The am ount o f atom ic m a te ria ls  produced in  the South and 
n a tio n a lly  is kep t secret bu t some $3 b illio n  have been in ­
vested in the  South. Oak Ridge is in Tennessee and the huge 
D uP ont-run atom ic p lan t is in  South Carolina .

The South had 11,000 fac to ries  in  1939, i t  has 33,000 today. 
There are now 4,041,100 fa c to ry  w orkers  in  the  South, a 27% 
increase since 1947 against a na tiona l increase o f  18%.

liv in g  ju s t  ro ts , body and soul.”  
M ost Southern States have 

enacted “ r ig h t- to -w o rk ”  laws de­
signed to p reven t un ion o rgan­
iza tion . Open s h o p  conditions 
p redom ina te  and perpetuate the 
Southern w a g e  d iffe re n tia l. 
W ith  f e w  exceptions, no tab ly  
those o f the U n ited  M ine W o rk ­
ers and a couple o f CIO unions, 
the leaders o f the labo r move­
m en t have made b u t l i t t le  se ri­
ous e f fo r t  to extend o rgan iza­
tion  to  the South. And such e f­
fo r ts  as are in  evidence have 
been fru s tra te d  by concessions 
to  co lo r pre judices, fa ilu re  to 
f ig h t  fo r  equal wages, etc. On 
the  whole, these feeble e ffo r ts

have been based on an adap ta­
t io n  to  the  p re va ilin g  reaction- 
airy p o lit ic a l r u l e .  “ O pera tion 
D ix ie ,”  the cam paign to  o rgan ­
ize t h e  South, w h ic h was 
lanncfued in  a b laz ing  fa n fa re  
o f p u b lic ity , never go t to 
f i r s t  base.

D o rac ia l b a rr ie rs  a c tu a lly  
fo rm  the insurm ountab le  obsta­
cle to  union o rgan iza tion  th a t 
the labo r bureaucra ts so often 
c ite as an excuse fo r  th e ir  f a i l ­
ure ? Several surveys o f th is  
problem  presented b y  D anie l 
G uerin in  h is study, Negroes on 
the M arch, c le a rly  ind ica te th a t 
co lor p re jud ice  on the p a r t  o f 
the poor w h ites  is no t as en-

trenched as m any im agine. 
G uerin  adds: . . on the o ther
hand, a repressed class hatred 
is  so lid ly  roo ted in  the  depths 
o f th e ir  consciousness and could 
store up some su rp rises  fo r  the 
fu tu re . In  the same degree th a t 
th e ir  h o s t il ity  to w a rd  the N e­
groes tends to  become weaker, 
th e ir  anger tow a rd  the ru lin g  
class, be ing no longer contained 
by the c o u n te r - im ta n t o f rac ia l 
fan a tic ism , tends to explode. . . 
S o lid a r ity  between w h ites and 
Negroes, the perspective w h ich 
fr ig h te n s  the m asters o f the 
South, w il l f lo w e r fu l ly  on ly  in 
the trade un ions.”

1955 S O U T H E R N  S T R IK E S
W o rk in g  class re c e p tiv ity  fo r  

un ion action was c le a rly  dem ­
onstra ted in  the dynam ic s trikes  
th a t raced across the South in  
1955. This m ig h t soon be re ­
peated, and in  more explosive 
fo rm , fo r  union o rg an iza tio n  o f 
the S ou th  cannot be long  de­
layed.

H owever, un ion o rgan iza tion , 
i f  i t  is  to  be undertaken se ri­
ously, w il l come in to  co n flic t, 
a t  eve ry  step, w ith  the  th o r ­
ough ly  ro tte n  social and p o lit ic ­
al system by w h ich  the  South­
ern Bourbons m a in ta in  th e ir  dom­
ina tion . I t  w i l l  face the  fie rce  
resistance o f th e ir  p o lit ic a l 
powers a t every level, s ta te ­
w ide and loca lly . I t  w i l l  thus be 
p o lit ic a l in  cha rac te r fro m  its  
incep tion  posing constant p rob­
lem s o f p o lit ic a l c o n f lic t ;  and 
serious un ion o rg an iza tio n  in 
the S ou th  can advance on ly  on 
the  basis o f the m ost in tense 
class strugg le .

E v e ry  serious co llis ion  w ith  
the p re v a ilin g  p o lit ic a l o r d e r

b ring s  up the  question o f la b o r’s 
re la tio ns  to the D em ocratic 
p a rty . N o th in g  bu t h o s t ility  to 
un ion o rg an iza tio n  can be ex­
pected fro m  th is  s ing le  ru l in g  
p a r ty  in  the  South. A nd  th is  
m ig h t Well he the  decisive fa c ­
to r  th a t w i l l  hasten a p o lit ic a l 
rea lignm en t. I t  m ig h t w e ll serve 
as the fo rce  necessary to  help 
unloosen the p o lit ic a l tie -u p  o f 
the labo r bureaucracy w ith  the  
D em ocratic p a rty  na tio n a lly , fo r  
i t  w i l l  tend to  w o rk  its  way 
tow ard independent la b o r po­
li t ic a l action, tow a rd  a labo r 
p a rty . In  tu rn , 1his would help 
to  b r in g  a b o u t  a new and 
s trong e r bond o f s o lid a r ity  be­
tw een w o rke rs  o f  both races.

W h ile  th is  w ou ld  present a 
g ig a n tic  fo rw a rd  leap, in and 
o f its e l f  i t  w ould no t dispense 
w ith  the  necessity o f continued 
s tru g g le  fo r  N e g r o  eq ua lity . 
T h is  s tru g g le  has, as G uerin 
po in ts  out, " . . .  a d is tin c t ex­
istence, i t  has its  h is to r ic a l 
o rig ins , its  special t ra its ,  its  
fo rm s  o f evo lu tion  and methods 
o f action, its  own v i ta l i t y  and 
v a lid ity . ”  W hen th is  is p rope r­
ly  emphasized i t  is  easy also 
to  accept G uerin ’s conclusion:

“ Thus the  N egro  question ap­
pears essen tia lly  as a p ro le ­
ta r ia n  question tie d  up w ith  the  
de s tiny  o f the  whole w o rk in g  
class movem ent, and i t  w i l l  be 
resolved on ly  to  the  ex te n t th a t 
the  w o rk ing  class w i l l  f u l f i l l  i t s  
h is to r ic a l m ission o f g raved ig ­
ge r o f  cap ita lism  and founder 
o f  a new socie ty. T he  ho u r o f 
th e ir  ‘second em ancipation ’ w il l 
sound fo r  the  Negroes o n l y  
when labo r w i l l  have settled  its  
accounts w ith  cap ita l.”

Vital Issues Before Radicals 
Discussed at Five AFSE Panels

By Herman Chauka
Since the 20th Congress o f the 

Soviet Com m unist P a rty , the 
issue o f socialism  and democracy 
has increas ing ly  occupied the 
a tten tion  o f the en tire  rad ica l 
movement. T h is  was rea d ily  ap­
paren t a t the panel on th is  sub­
je c t at. the  conference o f the 
Am erican Forum  —  F o r So­
c ia lis t Education. (See story, 
page 1.)

P a rtic ipa n ts  in  the  panel were 
David D e llin g e r o f L ibe ra tion  
magazine, F a rre ll Dobbs o f the 
Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty , John 
L. .Lew ine, an educator, Steve 
Nelson o f the C om m unist P a rty  
and D r. F rede rick  Scbuman, h is ­
to ria n  and w r ite r  on Soviet a f ­
fa irs . The m odera to r was Rus­
sell Johnson o f the Am erican 
F riends Service Com m ittee. Als~ 
scheduled to p a rtic ip a te  were 
M u rra y  Kem pton, the colum nist, 
and H e rb e rt A p th eke r o f the Com 
m un is t P a rty . K em nton was no t 
nresent because o f illness in  his 
fa m ily . A n th eke r’s absence was 
no t explained.

S E LF-R E F O R M  T H E O R Y
B oth Nelson and Schuman, 

who described h im se lf as a “ non 
socia lis t.”  expressed the  view  
th a t the  Soviet reg im e is 
engaged in  a process o f demo­
cra tic  se lf-re fo rm .

D e llin g e r held th a t d ic ta to r ia l 
ru le  in  the Soviet U n ion  flow ed 
fro m  e ffo rts  to “ impose a system 
on people.”  I t  is w rong , he 
argued, “ to  engage in  revo lu ­
tio n a ry  violence to  b r in g  about 
a non-v io len t society.”

Lew ine contended i t  is  neces­
sary to  replace w h a t he sees as 
“ com m unism ”  in the Soviet U n ion 
w ith  “ socialism ”  as represented 
bv the various pa rties  o f the 
Second In te rn a tio n a l and the 
Asian S ocia lis t Conference.

In s is t in g  th a t  socialism  and 
democracy are inseparable, Dobbs 
said the Soviet U n ion could not 
y e t be considered a socia list 
society. The ab o lition  o f ca p ita l­
is t  p ro p e rty  re la tio ns  and the 
sub s titu tion  o f na tionalized, p lan ­
ned economy, is  com ple te ly 
progressive. I t  is  the du ty  o f 
A m erican socia lists, he declared, 
to convince the A m erican w o rk ­
ers th a t i t  is  in  th e ir  class in ­
terests to  defend the  r ig h t  o f 
the Soviet w orkers to  have made 
such social changes. A t  the  same 
tim e, he continued, they should 
also support the  s tru g g le  o f the 
Soviet w orkers to  w re s t p o lit ic a l 
con tro l fro m  the  priv ileged  b u r­
eaucracy. He cited the H ungarian  
revo lu tion  as a movem ent in  th a t 
d irection .

In  re p ly  to  a d irec t question 
fro m  Dobbs as to  where he stood 
on th is  issue, N elson said he 
th in ks  the present Soviet o f­
fic ia ldo m  w qnts to  break w ith  
S ta lin ism  b u t th a t the .process 
o f se lf-re fo rm  was “ arrested”  
by the H ungarian  revo lu tion . He 
said he supports the  present 
reg im e “ because i t ’s go ing  in  a 
socia lis t d irec tio n .”  B u t, he 
added, “ I  don’t  fo llo w  them  
b lin d ly  lik e  I  used to . . . . Now  I 
c r it ic iz e  them  when I  th in k  they 
are w ro ng .”

A t  the panel on p o lit ic a l action, 
the discussion revo lved alm ost

com ple te ly around the issue ofQ 
independent p o lit ic a l action as 
counterposed to the  “ coa litio n ”  
theo ry  o f sup po rting  labo r- 
endorsed c a p ita lis t candidates.

The “ coa litio n ”  theory  was ad­
vanced by A lb e r t  B lum berg, of 
the Com m unist P a rty , who 
argued th a t re jec tion  o f such a 
course isolated rad ica ls fro m  the 
labor movement.

James Aronson, ed ito r o f the 
N a tiona l G uard ian, who pa r­
tic ipa ted  in  the discussion w h ile  
a l s o  acting  as m oderator, 
re ite ra ted  the stand o f his paper 
in  fa v o r o f a th ird  p a rty  “ th a t 
does no t exclude the socia lis t 
so lu tion .”  T y re ll W ilson, a ve t­
eran member o f the  Socia lis t 
P a rty , said the key problem is 
fo r  organized labo r to  fo rm  its  
own pa rty . “ W é can in fluence 
such a p a rty  tow ard  socialism ,”  
he said.

Joyce Cowley o f the  S oc ia lis t 
W orkers  P a r ty  said th a t when 
B lum berg  spoke o f labo r be ing in 
the Dem ocratic p a r ty  he was 
appa ren tly  Confusing the  labo r 
o ffic ia ld om  w ith  the  movement 
its e lf. I t  is im possib le to expect 
a movem ent tow a rd  socialism , 
she said, u n t il there is independ­
en t p o lit ic a l action by the  w o rk ­
in g  class.

M ilto n  Zaslow o f the  Socia list 
U n ity  Com m ittee said he favo rs  
a th ird  p a r ty  s im ila r  to  the now- 
defunct P rogressive P a rty . He 
said he objected to  b o th  the CP 
and the SW P who “ both were glad 
to see the Progressive P a rty  go.”  
The CP, he said, favo red  its  
liq u id a tio n  because i t  considered 
i t  “ sectarian,”  w h ile  the  SW P 
opposed i t  as a th ird  ca p ita lis t 
pa rty .

B lum be rg  said h is p a rty  had 
no t y e t discussed the 1958 elec­
tions b u t th a t in  h is v iew  the re  
could be un ited action behind 
“ some soc ia lis t candidates”  and 
th a t such action would no t be 
in  c o n flic t w ith  a “ coa lition ”  
po licy. B y  th is  he ap pa ren tly  
m eant th a t he fa vo rs  suppo rt to  
the Dem ocratic p a r ty  candidate 
fo r  Governor, w ith  some socia list 
candidates ru n n in g  fo r  lesser, 
offices.

B lum berg also to ld  thé  meet­
in g  th a t he had proposed to  the 
C om m unist P a rty  a po licy  o f 
jo in t  action on im m edia te issues 
“ by a ll soc ia lis t tendencies, on 
the basis o f non-exclusion.”

A . J. M U S TE , Secretary o f 
the  Am erican Forum  —  F o r 
S ocia lis t Education. In  con­
clud ing its  conference Dec. 6, 
he declared: “ W e have a fun c ­
tio n  to  f u l f i l l .  T h is  m eeting to ­
day has been an il lu s tra tio n  o f 
i t .  . . In  p ro v id in g  th a t no­
body, no tendency is  to  be ex­
cluded from  the discussion. . . 
as, fo r  example, the  Eastland 
Subcom m ittee were to de te r­
m ine who m ay o r may no t 
pa rtic ip a te  in  respectable po­
li t ic a l discussion in  these 
U n ited  States.”

H IT S  ‘G IM M IC K ’
U N IO N IS M

A t  the trade-un ion panel, Russ 
N ixon , an o ff ic ia l o f the U n ited 
E le c tr ica l W orkers  ( In d .)  called 
fo r  an end to  co llabora tion  w ith  
the em ployers and the re b irth  
o f p o lit ic a l freedom  w ith in  the 
unions. He also h i t  the sub s titu ­
tio n  o f "fancy  plans a n d  
speeches”  fo r  rea l economic 
gains. “ Phony g im m icks like  
fiv e -y e a r contracts and the so- 
called SUB smack o f co llabora­
tions,”  he daclared.

Jules G eller, o f  the m agazine 
Am erican Socia list, said the m ain 
task  o f socia lists a t th is  tim e  
is to  bu ild  a “ rev ita lize d  socia list 
m ovem ent”  ra th e r tha n  e labora t­
in g  economic b a rga in ing  demands.

F red F ine  o f  the  Com m unist 
P a rty , said “ The cjuestion fo r  so­
c ia lis ts  is ; has the  m axim um

be ne fit fo r  the pecyple been 
realized w ith in  even the e x is ting  
system .”  He contended the re  is 
a heed fo r  a ‘ ‘coa lition  o f a l l 
an ti-m onopo ly elements”  to  se­
cure th is  m in im um .

¡Stephen G ra ttan , a m em ber 
o f the New  Y o rk  T ypograph ica l 
Un ion, denounced “ the debacle a t 
A tla n tic  C ity  where a la rge  p a r t 
o f the Federation was a rb it ra r ily  
th row n  out.”  T h a t p o in t was 
reached, he said, because the 
labo r m ovem ent has lo s t “ the 
soc ia lis t conscience in  the unions 
gu a rd ing  the in te res ts  o f the 
members.”

Tom K e rry  o f the SW P said 
the unions m ust be transfo rm ed 
in to  ins trum en ts  o f s tru g g le  fo r  
the in te rests o f the w orkers in ­
stead o f supporters o f “ free 
en terprise and the S tate D e pa rt­
m ent.”  Th is , he said, requires 
“ support to  ra n k -a n d -file  move­
ments aga inst the present m is- 
leaders o f the unions.”

Sam Pollock, a C leveland union 
o ff ic ia l,  said i t  was no longer 
possible to  solve the problem s 
posed by  au tom ation and atom ic 
energy by pure and sim ple trade 
unionism . “T h e  unions m ust 
adopt a  soc ia lis t p rogram  and 
fuse w ith  the  rad ica l movement 
to do th a t,”  be declared. He also 
said th a t in  s p lit t in g  the  union 
movement, the A F L -C IO  leaders 
had “ become captives o f the 
M cC lellan com m ittee.”  Sid Lenz, 
m odera tor o f the panel, stated 
bis d isagreem ent on th is  po int.

The you th  panel addressed 
its e lf  p r im a r ily  to  c u rre n t p ro b ­
lems o f A m erican you th , how 
young socia lists can e ffe c tive ly  
p a rtic ip a te  in  today ’s strugg les

<V,and how to  achieve a reg roup ­
m ent o f soc ia lis t youth.

M ichae l H a rr in g to n , na tiona l 
cha irm an o f the Y oung S oc ia lis t 
League w h ich  is now- seeking 
a f f i l ia t io n  w ith  the S ocia lis t 
P arty -S oc ia l D em ocratic Federa­
tion , spoke on the need to  bu ild  
a broad soc ia lis t you th  move­
ment.

David McReynolds o f the SP- 
SDF, said he was n o t w illin g  to  
be irt the same organ iza tion  o r 
p a rtic ip a te  in  un ited  a c tiv itie s  
“ w ith  Com m unists and T ro ts k y ­
is ts .”

The m anag ing ed ito r o f the 
Y oung Socia list, T im  W o h lfo rth , 
stressed the need fo r  a broad, 
independent socia lis t you th  m ove­
m ent and declared he was in 
fa v o r o f un ited  a c t iv ity  on 
specific issues b y  young social­
is ts  o f a ll v iew po in ts.

E a rl D urham  o f the Com m unist 
P a rty  discussed the cu rre n t 
c ris is  o f U.S. education. N ina 
Landau, a U n iv e rs ity  o f W is ­
consin student, described her 
recent t r ip  to  the  USSR and 
China and emphasized the  im ­
portance o f freedom  to  trave l. 
Tony Ram irez, o f the  Fe llow sh ip  
o f R econcilia tion, spoke o f the 
problem  o f in flu e n c in g  “ the 
apathe tic  m any.”

C U L T U R E  P A N E L
A t  the panel on cu ltu re , Eve 

M erriam , a poet, said the 
developm ent o f science could 
help make the a r t is t  “ a whole 
human being,”  provided a rtis ts  
were able to  w o rk  toge the r in  “ a 
collective garden.”  N o ve lis t H a r­
vey Swados saw bo th  the U.S. 
and the USSR com peting in  the 
production  o f m a te ria l th ings  
w ith o u t any regard  by e ith e r fo r  
p ro m otin g  c u ltu ra l values. R obert 
W rig h t, o f  U n ion Theologica l 
Sem inary, said th a t au tom ation 
and atom ic energy o ffe red l i t t le  
prom ise “ in ou r e x is tin g  society.”

D r. O tto  N athan, the  economist, 
declared i t  was id le  to  discuss 
the im pact o f au tom ation  and 
atom ic energy on c u ltu re  in  
iso la tion  fro m  the basic problem 
o f cap ita lism  and socialism . The 
a r t is t  has managed to  create 
under cap ita lism  and o ther 
previous class societies, bu t 
there can be no rea l f lo w e rin g  
o f  cu ltu re  u n t il the re  is  socia l­
ism, he said. “ And I  am as sure 
we w il l  f in a lly  reach socialism  
as I  am th a t the sun w i l l  rise 
tom orrow .”

. . .  Bigger Transit Strike
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to r ia i  in  the o rd in a r ily  s ta id  
and u n e x c i t a b l e  N ew  Y ork  
T im es (Dec. 10). I t  began:

“ The s tr ik e  aga inst the  New 
Y o rk  C ity  subway system by 
the M oto rm en ’s Benevolent A s­
sociation is  a f la g ra n t  v io la ­
tion  o f s ta te  law . I t  is con­
tem ptuous o f co u rt order. I t  
is  a v io le n t ou trage  aga ins t the 
people o f N ew  Y o rk  C ity . These 
are governm ent emnloyes s t r ik ­
in g  aga inst governm ent. The 
on lv  app rop ria te  answer to such 
rebe llion , to  such f lo u r in g  o f the 
pub lic  in te res t, is  the severe 
nun ishm ent established u n d e r  
la w .”

Though the ed ito rs  and de- 
'O flrtrreo t gt-ove o w  n p v « shout 
th a t  the c ’t v  au th o ritie s  
n o t be ing  tough enough w ith  
the s tr ik in g  rootorm en. the foo t 
rpm ains th a t  the ci tv  has need 
a ll the standard  s triV e-h reak ine  
procedures— b u t so fa r  w ith o u t 
success.

LA B O R  SPIE S

Thus la b o r owps in the pm- 
n lov o f the  N .Y . T ra n s it  Au- 
th n r i tv  wpre concealed in a 
p los°t o f the h a ll in w h ich the 
M B A  n re -s tr ’ke m ee ting  was 
held. Thev ho'-ed a sw a ll hole 
in  the closet door so thev  could 
id e n t ify  the sneakers and re- 
n o r t on w h a t thev said. I t  was 
on th e ir  tes tim on y  th a t Theo­
dore Loos. M BA nresident, and 
th ree  o ther o ff ic e rs  wore im - 
nrisoned. The respom sib ilitv  fo r  
the  use e f  la bo r *mies rests on 
M ayo r W agner whose success 
In po litie s  ja hafipd m a in ly  on 
the  fa c t th a t h is  fa th e r  was the 
ainthor o f  the W a g n e r  Act. 
which a lb one o th e r th in gs  made 
la bo r espionage ille g a l.

Telegram s were sent to  a ll 
s tr ik e rs  n o t ify in g  t h e m  th a t 
unless they renorted fo r  w o rk  
by  Tuesdav a ftp rnoon  the v  were 
a u to m a tica lly  f ire d . W hen th is  
th re a t fa ile d  to  s ta r t  a haok- 
to -w o rk  movem ent, the  deadline 
was extended fo r  24 hours. On­
ly  19 m otorm en gave in .

The s tr ik e  o f the m otorm en 
fo r  recogn ition  as a ba rg a in in g  
u n it  on a c ra f t  basis is a d irec t 
re su lt o f the A F L -C IO  T ra n s ­
p o rt W orke rs  U n io n ’s fa ilu re  to 
w in  adeouate wages and w o rk ­
in g  cond itions fo r  the m em ber­
ship. The' T W U  ranks have fo r  
a long tim e  been disgusted w ith  
the leadersh ip  o f the  Q u ill m a­
chine and w ith  the in fe r io r  con­
tra c ts  i t  has secured.

S tr ik in g  m otorm en rid ic u le  
T W U  President M ichael Q u ill 
fo r  h a v in g  incessan tly  th re a t­
ened subway s tr ikes  and always 
ha v in g  backed down.

STRONG U N IO N  M A N
Joseph Carin , a c tin g  M B A  

leader, in  an in te rv ie w  w ith  the 
M il i ta n t  on Dec. 11 p ro ud ly  ex ­
p la ined he had been a union 
man fo r  27 years, and his fa th ­
e r a un ion m an be fore him . 
W hen he stopped g o in g  to sea 
and began w o rk in g  in  the  sub­
w a y  in  1948 he im m ed ia te ly  
jo ined  the T W U . The p id d lin g  
increases b ro ug h t by  the 1952 
con tra c t “ made me th in k  some­
th in g  was w rong . M otorm en got 
on ly  $81.60 —  about $64 take 
home. U n ti l 1954, C arin  said, 
“ Q u ill had the w ho le  T W U  be­
h ind  h im  b u t then he had to  go

and s ign  a sw eetheart con­
tra c t.”

Asked  w h a t the  economic de­
mands o f the  jno to rm en  w ould  
he i f  the y  won recogn ition , 
C a rin  rep lie d : “ To ge t b a c k  
w ha t the T W U  gave aw ay. T he  
dne-day s ick  leave, scheduling 
r ig h ts . S ix ty  pe rcen t o f ouh 
jobs are over 40 hours a week. 
T he  T ra n s it  A u th o r ity  th a t  way 
gets afti e x tra  t r ip  ou t o f Us. 
W e <lo m ore w o rk  now  on a 
five -d a y  week than  we used to  
on six  days. F o r instance, on 
the  A  line  a m oto rm an used to  
make 12 tr ip s  a day —  now he 
has to  make 15.”

TW TT R  A N K C  
S Y M P A T H E T IC

Tbp TW IT ■»•’ rik .»n't ;,ye 
re p o rte d 'v  v e rv  svm natbptio  to  
the e tr ik ’ np- m otorm pu because 
o f th p ir  d a rin g  and because o f 
the epnpral resent rnenf a g ^ 're t  
the  TWTT leadership. Tbp M B A  
has ro t. ca lBd on them  to w a lk  
out. T hev  onnrinnp to  w o rk , in ­
deed are rpop’vinor 250b p re ­
m ium  pay, fre e  food, etc., fo r  
w o rk ing .

In d ic a tiv e  o f t i p  f ig h t in g  
s p ir it  o f the rootorw en is th e ir  
svstem o f “ a lte rn a tiv e ”  leaders 
to  meet, 'arrests. G arin is the 
a lte rna tive  fo r  F ra n k  Zelano 
(take-hom e nav $67!. who used 
the F i f th  A m endm ent to nro - 
te c t h im s e lf and the nrdon du r­
in g  h is  contempt, t ida l t.odav. 
“ I  h a v e  m v a lte rn a tiv e  a ll 
p icked out.”  C arin  to ld  re p o r t­
ers. “ and he’s re a lly  ho t. h u t I  
w on ’t  g ive you h is name v e t.”

T hough a m il ita n t  and demo­
c ra tic  in d u s tr ia l un ion would he 
incom parab ly  m o r e  e ffe c tive  
tha n  a num ber o f c ra f t  unions, 
even i f  they  w ore  a ll as m il i­
ta n t  as the M B A . one cannot 
h u t sym path ize w ith  the g r ie v ­
ances o f the  s tr ik in g  m otorm en. 
N o r are thev conscious th a t 
th e ir  c ra f t  movem ent endangers 
in d u s tr ia l un ionism . T hey  “ ju s t 
w a n t to  get hack w h a t was g iv ­
en aw ay.”  However, encouraged 
b y  the action o f the M B A . elev­
en m ore c ra f t  fo rm a tio n s  in the 
subway have declared s o lid a r ity  
and some have called ou t mem ­
bers o r hoped-fo r members.

Thus the m otorm en’s s tr ik e  is 
a danger s igna l fo r  in d u s tr ia l 
un ion ism  in  the t ra n s it  svstem. 
The Q u ill bureaucracy, despite 
its  b lu s te r and dem agogy, fa ile d  
to  f ig h t  fo r  the wages and con­
d itions  w h ich  the ranks  deserve 
and a re  w i l l in g  to  s tr ik e  fo r . 
I t  has the reby endangered the  
continued existence o f in d u s tr ia l 
un ion ism  its e lf  by  m ak ing  im ­
p o r ta n t section's o f the m em ­
bersh ip  so desperate th a t even 
an tiqua ted  c ra f t  un ionism  ap­
pears a ttra c tiv e  to  them  by 
contrast.

O f even g rea te r danger than  
c ra f t  d iv is io n  to  un ionism  in  
the  subways is th e  th re a t to  use 
N ew  Y o rk ’s Condon-W adlin A c t 
aga ins t the M B A . The p o lit i­
cians have never as ye t dared 
use th is  s lave-labo r la w  ag a in s t 
m un ic ipa l employes in  N e w  
Y o rk  C ity , though i t  has been 
on the s ta te  law  hooks fo r  ten 
years. I f  the  bureaucracy o f the  
T W U  sanctions its  use aga inst 
th e  M B A , i t  w i l l  be he lp ing  to  
set a precedent fo r  s tr ike b re a k ­
in g  th a t can l a t e r  be used 
aga ins t the  T W U  its e lf .


