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May Day 1956
Despite temporary setbacks and detours, 

the progressive development of mankind 
has proceeded along the path charted by 
Marx and Engels. History has brilliantly 
confirmed the Marxist prognosis. The non- 
capitalist world now embraces one-third of 
the human race. The remainder is shaken 
by an insurgent mass movement compris­
ing the most exploited and oppressed sec­
tions of humanity.

The Marxist prognosis has been con­
spicuously amplified and enriched by Leon 
Trotsky’s illuminating theory of the per­
manent revolution. Trotsky etched the con­
tinuing and permanent character of revo­
lutionary change within each country and 
on a world scale. He traced the interaction 
between the two and pinpointed the role of 
the various class forces involved in the 
struggle. The end product of the course 
of historical development outlined by 
Trotsky is world socialism.

Capitalism Off Balance
On May Day 1956 the events of the past 

year are a source of great encouragement 
to  the advanced workers of the world. They 
highlight the dynamic quality of Trot­
sky’s revolutionary concept. History does 
not proceed in a straight line. Capitalism 
breaks at its weakest link. The initiative 
has temporarily passed into the hands of 
the more economically backward areas of 
the earth. The forward thrust of the 
colonial revolution has thrown the main 
capitalist powers o ff balance, upset their 
timetable for war, prevented the establish­
ment of any degree of stability, altered 
the world relationship of forces and given 
an impulse to the revolutionary move­
ment in the industrial centers.

The insurgent masses of the colonial 
countries are now making payment on 
their debt to the Russian revolution of 
October 1917. The October revolution set 
in motion the current wave of colonial 
revolt which has now swelled to formidable 
proportions. The Bolshevik party, under 
the leadership of Lenin and Trotsky, was 
the firs t to recognize the tremendous 
evolutionary potential lodged in the 

colonial struggle for national independence. 
They championed the doctrine of self- 
determination for all subject peoples. They 
formulated the theory, elaborated the pro­
gram, provided the leadership and set in 
motion the forces of revolt against capital­
ist-imperialist domination of the colonial 
world. They saw in the horribly im­
poverished, downtrodden and cruelly ex­
ploited colonial masses the most reliable 
allies of the Soviet Union and the world 
working class. History has eloquently veri­
fied their conviction.

The leaders of the Russian revolution 
viewed the Soviets as the firs t conquest 
in the world-wide struggle for socialism. 
They considered the extension of the 
October revolution as the only effective 
defense of the firs t workers’ state. They 
saw the Soviet Union as a beleaguered 
fortress surrounded by capitalist reaction. 
They sought to rally the workers of the 
industrial West and the colonial slaves in 
struggle against the common enemy. 
Despite their most heroic efforts, the revo­
lutionary wave receded. Capitalism proved 
too strong and the revolutionary leader­
ship in the West too inadequate. The 
revolution was confined within the borders 
of the Soviet Union, besieged by capitalist 
expeditionary forces and racked by civil 
war.

'Socialism in One Country'
Although unable to make their own 

revolution the workers in the West were 
powerful enough to prevent the destruc­
tion of the Soviet state. The Soviet 
economy, devastated by war and civil con­
flic t, was bleeding at every pore. The 
ranks of the Bolshevik party were deci­
mated in the civil war. The industrial 
workers, the backbone of the revolution, 
numbered only three million out of a total 
population of approximately 140 million. 
Hope in the extension of the revolution 
faded. The reaction set in.

I t  was on the basis of the reaction that 
the Stalinist bureaucracy arose and con­
solidated its power. As against the Bol­
shevik program of international socialism 
embodied in the doctrine of permanent 
revolution, Stalin counterposed the reac­
tionary and utopian theory of “ build­
ing socialism in a single country.”  This 
“ theory”  fitted the needs of the rising 
bureaucratic caste like a glove. Eager to 
exploit the conquests of the revolution and 
greedy for the privileges that come with 
bureaucratic power, they saw in Stalin and 
his “ theory”  the man and the formula to 
screen the satisfaction of their voracious 
appetites. This was the genesis of the 
Stalin cult.

In practice, the theory of building so­

cialism in a single country has meant 
building socialism in no country. It meant 
subordinating the interests of the workers 
and colonial people to the needs of the 
Kremlin bureaucracy. It  led inexorably to 
the betrayal of the socialist revolution. 
Probably the greatest crime of the “ Stalin 
cult”  arose from the theory and practice 
of national socialism which has served to 
prolong the existence of outlived capital­
ism. Humanity has payed heavily for this 
crime and the end is not yet!

Stalinism served to delay the final 
reckoning but it could not stay the onward 
march of history. The permanent revolu­
tion prevailed over Stalinist reaction. 
Following World War II, putrefying 
capitalism crumbled in its weakest centers. 
Despite all Stalinist attempts to contain 
it, the revolution was extended beyond the 
borders of the Soviet Union. In China, the 
Stalinists tried to make a deal sponsored 
by the American State Department, to 
share the power with Chiang Kai-shek 
through the medium of a coalition gov­
ernment organized on a capitalist basis. 
That they failed is no credit to them. The 
recalcitrance of Chiang, and more im­
portant, a surging mass movement of. the 
multi-millioned Chinese workers and peas­
ants, impelled them to take the power. 
In its impact on history the Chinese revo­
lution is second only to the October over­
turn in Russia.

In the Soviet Union the nationalized 
property forms established by the October 
revolution demonstrated undreamed - of 
v ita lity in repairing the war damage and 
catapulting the Soviet Union into a posi­
tion of world industrial power second only 
to the American colossus. The Soviet in­
dustrial working class has grown from 
three million at the time of October 1917 to 
48 million today. No longer isolated and 
encircled by hostile capitalist powers, with 
its specific social weight enhanced by its 
strategic position in production, the Soviet 
working class has acquired enormous con­
fidence and assurance. Confidence and 
assurance due in no small part to the revo- 
tionary impulse imparted by the colonial- 
struggle against world imperialism.

New Stage in Russian 
Revolution

The concessions already wrested from 
the Kremlin bureaucracy by the mounting 
pressure of a revitalized Soviet working 
class is only the beginning. The events tak­
ing place in the Soviet Union today mark 
the firs t stage of the political revolution 
which has as its aim the restoration of 
workers’ democracy in the Soviets, the 
establishment of democratic trade unions 
with workers’ control of production and 
the reconstitution of Lenin’s Bolshevik 
party. The victory of the political revolu­
tion in the Soviet Union will again elevate 
to a position of pre-eminence the theory 
and practice of international socialism 
as codified in the theory of the permanent 
revolution. Decrepit capitalism could not 
long survive the event.

Even today, the centers of capitalist 
imperialist power are severely shaken. The 
revolution in Indo-China, the insurrec­
tionary movements for independence ir  
Tunisia, Morocco and Algeria, have created 
a condition of perpetual crisis in France. 
The power of British imperialism has been 
undermined by the loss of its most coveted 
colonial possessions and the continuing 
revolt of its subject peoples. The recent 
general strike of the Spanish workers and 
the movement for independence in Spanish 
Morocco, herald the beginning of the end 
for the bestial Franco dictatorship. Each 
recurring shock to the imperialist system 
sends a tremor through the citadel of 
world capitalist power in the United States.

Negro Struggle in U.S.
As the dominating capitalist power the 

American ruling class has grown sensitive 
to the pressure of world opinion. They 
have been compelled to take cognizance 
of the swelling protest against color dis­
crimination voiced by the newly-awakened 
masses in the erstwhile colonies. The 
desegregation decisions of the U.S. Su­
preme Court were, in large measure, a con­
cession to this pressure. Taking the con­
cessions as a new point of departure and 
using them as a springboard for a further 
advance, the Negro people are pressing 
forward on all fronts in their fight for 
civil rights.

Montgomery is a harbinger of things to 
come. The forces of freedom, progress and 
socialism are on the march. When the 
powerful American labor movement joins 
forces with the movement for Negro 
equality in militant action to storm the 
last stronghold of the racist open-shor 
Dixiecrat South, the knell of world 
capitalist power w ill have sounded.

Daily Worker’s New Version o f CIO Split
By  Tom Kerry (?)

Since the cam paign against 
S ta lin  was unleashed by his 
closest co llabora to rs in  the Soviet 
Union, it has become standard 
practice fo r  the leaders o f  the 
Am erican Com m unist P a rty , to 
s h ift respons ib ility  fo r  a ll the 
S ta lin is t crim es and betrayals  o f 
the w o rk ing  class onto the 
malodorous “ S ta lin  c u lt.”  In  fo l­
low ing th is  course they ape the 
bureaucrats in the K re m lin  who 
see in S ta lin ’s corpse a convenient 
scapegoat.

S ta lin ’s closest co-w orkers in 
the K re m lin  say they did  not act 
when the bloody ty ra n t was alive 
beest.se they were paralyzed by 
fear. They knew w hat was going- 
on bu t did not p ro te s t because 
they Wanted to save th e ir  own 
skins. They were a fra id  —  so they 
went along. -They pa rtic ipa ted 
w ith  S-ialin in  commiititing the 
m ost m onstrous a troc ities . B u t 
now th a t th e ir  e rs tw h ile  ch ie fta in  
is safe ly ensconced in  his tomb, 
they appear eager to  confess and 
expose "h is ”  crimes. In  doing so 
they seek iim m unity  fro m  the 
w ra th  o f the Soviet masses among 
whom the name o f S ta lin  became 
anathema. B u t —  w h ile  decrying 
.Stalin 's name they continue to 
ca rry  on., deepen and extend, his 
basic po lic ies —  policies which 
m ust in e v ita b ly  lead to  fu r th e r  
be traya ls  o f the w o rld  w o rk in g  
class .movement. How is  th is  re ­
flected in the po licy  advocated by 
leaders o f the Am erican Com­
m un is t P a rty?

T A K E N  IN "  BY  S T A L IN
Because they operated thou­

sands o f m iles beyond the  borders 
o f the Soviet U n ion, the leaders 
o f the Am erican CP cannot use 
the excuse o f personal cowardice. 
They pretend they  were “ taken 
in ”  by the  S ta lin  cu lt. They did 
not c ritic ize , they say, because 
they were a fra id  o f g iv in g  aid 
and com fo rt to  the “ enemies”  o f 
socia lism .”  They s lav ish ly  fo l­

lowed every tw is t and tu rn  o f 
S ta lin is t po licy because they had 
fa ith !  They con tribu ted in th e ir  
own w ay to  the b u ild in g  oif the 
S ta lin  c u lt because the y  believed 
n the in fa l l ib i l i t y  o f S ta lin . They 

supported every crim e and p a r­
tic ipa ted e ith e r d ire c tly  o r in ­
d ire c tly  in  every be traya l. B u t 
since the  K re m lin  called i t  to 
th e ir  alteration they a re  prepared 
to adm it they were m istaken. N e t

M a rsh a ll a t ?47 C IO  Convention

The late P h ilip  M u rra y  ( r ig h t )  shown w ith  fo rm e r Secretary 
o f State George C. M arsha ll, at (he 1917 C IO  convention in 
Boston. The fo rm er A rm y  C h ie f-o f-S ta ff was pe rm itted  to  use 
the C IO ’s p la tfo rm  to  propagandize fo r  W a ll S tree t’s w a r 
preparations aga inst the Soviet Union. T h is  “ pa rtne rsh ip ”  o f 
the labor o ffic ia ls  w ith  the co ld-w ar chiefs led to  the a ll-ou t 
w itch  hun t w ith in  the CIO  and the  expulsion o f unions led by 
the S ta lin is ts .

on ly about S ta lin ’s crim es but 
some otf th e ir  own.

A l l  o f th is  mumbo jum bo is 
intended to  conceal the  tru e  ro le  
o f the  Am erican CP as a p o lit i­
cal agency o f the. K rem lin . T he ir 
f ra n tic  tw is ts  and tu rns o f the 
past had no re la tio n  to the needs 
and in te rests o f the A m erican 
w ork ing  class. On the con tra ry , 
they were a lw ays ready to 
sacrifice the in te rests o f the 
workers to  the requirem ents o f 
Soviet fo re ign  po licy. The fo rm u la  
o f “ coexistence,”  which transla tes 
in to  class co llabora tion on an 
in te rna tiona l scale, s t i l l  de te r­
mines the basic po licy o f  the 
Am erican CP. I t  was f irs t  enun­
ciated, not by Khrushchev bu t by- 
S ta lin .

These facts, w tu ie  genera lly  
known, are f irs t  being adm itted 
by Am erican CP leaders. B u t, they 
hasten to add, a ll tha't is  p a rt o f 
the past —  th ings  w i l l  be d i f ­
fe re n t in  the  fu tu re . How  d if ­
fe ren t?  “ One basic positive  b y ­
product o f the post-S ta lin  devel­
opments,”  writes- S ta lin is t “ labo r

exp e rt”  George M o rris  in  the 
A p r i l 22 Sunday W orker, “ has 
been a qu ickening o f the process 
o f M a rx is t independence in  every 
land.”  Thiiis tune is p layed in 
every key by a ll CP leaders.

CP U N IO N  P O LIC Y
Independence, c r it ic a l s e l f -  

analysis and agon iz ing  reap­
pra isa l! That is the theme song 
o f M orris  and his cohorts. As the 
labo r movement is  h is  special 
fie ld, M o rris  confines his “ se lf- 
c r it ic is m ”  to CP trade union 
po licy. To begin w ith  says 
M o rr is :

“ I  don’t  th in k  i t  is a  question 
o f a ton ing  fo r  sins, a lthough 
th a t’s p a r t o f it .  P r im a rily  the 
problem  is  to  look back to see 
i f  we are go ing on the r ig h t  
road ahead. M y own v iew  is tha t 
the le ft,  p a rtic u la r ly  the M a rx ­
ists w ith in  i t ,  has been respon­
sible fo r  some serious m istakes 
in  the  trade  union field. M ost of 
them can be traced to  a lack o f 
independence and c ling ing  to dog­
m atic  fo rm u las  and do c trina ire

. . .V is h in s k y  A ccused
(Continued fro m  page 1)

S ta lin . H a v ing  coupled its  con­
cession on the c u lt w ith  the im ­
mensely popu la r slogan “ Back 
to L e n in !”  the K rem lin  is forced 
to b r in g  out Len in ’s rea l a ttitu d e  
tow ard S ta lin  and the bureau­
c ra tic  danger. Through th is , 
along w ith  genuine economic and 
legal concessions and re form s, 
Khrushchev & Co. hope to appear 
as con tinuators o f Lenin ism , thus 
rid d in g  themselves o f the ta in t 
o f th e ir  decades o f ac ting  as 
S ta lin ’s hatchet men.

The attack on V ish insky is of 
u tm ost im portance as a signal 
o f how fa r  the K re m lin  is p re ­
pared to go under pressure of 
the masses in smashing the S ta l­
in cu lt.

When V ish in sky  died in  N o­
vember 1954, he was known in 
th is  coun try  as the Soviet dele­
gate to the U n ited  Nations. The 
S ta lin is t press m ourned his 
death as the “ dean”  o f Soviet 
law.

■But V ish in sky  was a s in is te r 
figure, who advanced to p rom in ­
ence in the S ta lin is t machine 
th rough  his role in the s laughter 
o f Len in ’s general s ta ff.  In  the 
Russian R evolution o f 1917, V ish ­
insky Was on the side o f the 
counter-revo lu tion . He came over 
to the Bolsheviks on ly  a f te r  the 
de fin itive  v ic to ry  o f the belea­
guered young w orkers state. A n 
obscure careerist, he made h is 
way th rough  his a b il i ty  to  p lay 
the ro le  o f “ prosecutor”  in  the 
fram e-up  scrip ts  prepared by 
S ta lin ’s secret po litica l police.

In  the 1936 Z inoviev-Kam enev 
tr ia l,  V ish insky  raged a t the de­
fendants, c a llin g  them  “ fasc is t 
mad dogs”  and worse. These B o l­
sheviks, who had fo u g h t shoulder 
to shoulder w ith  Len in  and T ro t­
sky as leaders o f the Russian 
R evolution were denounced by 
V ish insky as in league w ith  H i t ­
le r and as m o ra lly  responsible 
fo r  the assassination o f K iro v . 
V ish in sky  demanded th a t these 
heroes o f the Revolu tion be sum­
m a r ily  shot, a demand th a t was 
carried  out.

The m ain p illa r  o f th is  t r ia l 
-was “ confessions”  o f g u ilt  by the 
defendants. Aside from  th is  the 
“ evidence”  consisted o f such 
item s as an alleged “ m eeting”  
w ith  T ro tsky  in  the “ H o te l B r is ­
to l”  in  Copenhagen.

T ro ts k y  denied any such meet­
in g  and pointed ou t th a t the de­
fendants were no t his fo llow ers , 
bu t on the c o n tra ry  had done 
th e ir  best to  make peace w ith  
S ta lin . T ro ts k y ’s denia l was con­
firm ed by p roo f th a t no “ H ote l 
B r is to l”  existed in  Copenhagen. 
I t  had been to rn  down years be­
fore .

Vishinsky paid no attention to

th is . The death sentence was 
carried out and S ta lin ’s fo llow e rs  
the w orld  over tr ie d  to ju s t i fy  
the ju d ic ia l m urders by asking 
w hy the v ic tim s  “ confessed’’ i f  
they were not g u ilty .

In  1937 another t r ia l was s tag ­
ed to  make up fo r  the bad im ­
pression created by the Z inoviev- 
Kamenev farce.

A ga in  Old Bolsheviks were pu t 
in the dock. A g a in  V ish in sky  
called them “ fasc is t mad dogs.”  
A ga in  they “ confessed”  to  being 
in  league w ith  H it le r  and o f 
o rgan iz ing  the assassination o f 
K iro v , p lo tt in g  the death o f S ta l­
in  and a tte m p tin g  to b rin g  back 
cap ita lism  to  the Soviet U n ion 
th rough  the aid o f a fo re ign  
power.

A ga in  the sole “ evidence,”  an 
alleged a irp lane t r ip  by  P yata- 
kov to  Oslo to v is it  T ro tsky , was 
proved to be a fab rica tion . And 
again despite the exposure of 
the fram e-up, V ish insky  demand­
ed the death sentence and i t  was 
carried  out.

1938 T R IA L
The la s t b ig  t r ia l  in  which 

V ish insky  figu red was in  1938. 
H is v ic tim s  th is  tim e  included 
B ukharin , Rakovsky, Rykov and 
o ther s te lla r names in  the B o l­
shevik P a rty  in  the  e a rly  days. 
A lso  included was Yagoda, the 
head o f the secret p o litica l police 
who had organized the f irs t  tw o 
tr ia ls . He was now be ing made 
to pay the price fo r  h is e rro rs  
in the previous fram e-ups which 
had led to th e ir  easy exposure.

Besides repea ting  the charges 
in  the previous tr ia ls , V ish insky 
added some new tw is ts . The 
“ p lo tte rs ”  were accused o f po i­
soning the famous novelist M axim  
G orky, and o f p lo tt in g  to  over­
th row  the So vet reg im e as 
ea rly  as 1918 by m urdering  
Lenin, S ta lin  and Sverdlov. T ro t­
sky was accused o f having been 
a German spy since 1921!

The fram e-up  in  th is  t r ia l  was 
exposed w h ile  the t r ia l  was in 
session b u t th a t d idn ’ t  save the 
hapless v ic tim s. On the basis o f 
th e ir  “ confessions,”  V ish insky  
demanded the death pena lty  and 
18 were shot.

D E W E Y  C O M M IS S IO N
The fam ous In q u iry  Commis­

sion headed by John Dewey, the 
Am erican philosopher and edu­
cato r, had already proved th a t 
the f irs t  tw o tr ia ls  were fram e- 
ups and th a t the v ic tim s , inc lud­
in g  the tw o  m ain defendants, 
Leon T ro ts k y  and his son Leon 
Sedov, were innocent. Thus there 
were fe w  outside the  m ost g u l­
lib le  Sit®] m ists who accepted the 
1938 t r ia l  as genuine.

The world was even more con-

vinced th a t the  p lo tt in g  was on 
the side o f S ta lin  and th a t i t  
was directed aga inst T ro tsky  and 
T ro ts k y ’s program  o f revo lu tion ­
a ry  socialism , by two s ign ifican t 
facts. F irs t,  Leon Sedov died 
ju s t a m onth before the t r ia l 
under m ysterious circumstances 
in a Paris hosp ita l. Second, w h ile  
S ta lin ’s agents were t ra il in g  
Sedov and a tte m p tin g  to assas­
sinate h im , the S ta lin is ts  organ­
ized a b ig  cam paign to  deprive 
T ro tsky  o f his asylum  in M ex­
ico, thus p reven ting  him  fro m  
speaking out and exposing the 
im pending tr ia l.

The charges in  the 1938 t r ia l 
were so fan ta s tic  th a t T ro tsky  
said o f them : “ H av ing  cut them ­
selves loose from  every respon­
s ib ility ,  the to ta lita r ia n  leaders 
have cut themselves loose from  
the e lem entary laws o f common 
sense. The Moscow tr ia ls  s tr ik e  
one as grandiose nonsense, as the 
de lirium  o f a lu n a tic  armed w ith  
enormous power. I t  would be no 
exaggeration to  say th a t th is  
p a rt o f the accusation is sa tu ra t­
ed w ith  T O T A L IT A R IA N  ID I ­
O CY.”

W hen B ukharin , R ykov and the 
others were shot as “ fasc is t 
spies,”  Ben ito M usso lin i was so 
pleased th a t he w ro te  in  his own 
newspaper, Popolo d’ lta l ia ,  th a t 
S ta lin  “ had become a F ascis t.”  
A nd the Ita lia n  d ic ta to r added: 
“ S ta lin  does not reso rt to castor 
o il to  punish Com m unist leaders 
who are so stup id  o r c rim in a l as 
s t i l l  to  believe in  Communism. 
S ta lin  is unable to understand 
the subtle iro n y  involved in  the 
la xa tive  system o f castor o il. He 
makes a clean sweep by means 
o f systems which were born in 
the steppes o f Genghis Khan . . . 
S ta lin  renders a commendable 
service to fascism .”

T H E  R E A L  C R IM IN A L
The on ly  “ evidence”  in  the 

Moscow tr ia ls  was in te rlo ck in g  
“ confessions,”  a ll o f w h ich were 
proved to  be fa lse  a t the  tim e  
they  were made. Today’s a ttack  
on the practice o f t r ia l by con­
fession is thus an a tta ck  on the 
v a lid ity  o f the Moscow T ria ls , 
no m a tte r w h a t o ther aim s i t  
m ay have such as assuring the 
bureaucrats there w il l  be no re ­
pe tition  o f such m onstrosities. To 
name V ish insky  helps make th is  
clear. B u t K hrushchev &  Co. 
have ye t to name the rea l c r im ­
ina l in  the Moscow T r ia ls , the 
one re a lly  g u ilty  o f in troduc ing  
t r ia l by  confession: nam ely,
V ish in sky ’s m aster, S ta lin .

The way the p a tte rn  o f conces­
sions is developing, however, 
th a t concession too w ill be w rung  
from  the bureaucrats who helped 
S ta lin  stage the Moscow Fram e- 
U p T ria ls .

<$>scrip tures, when we should have 
grapp led w ith  the problem s of 
R E A L IS T IC A L L Y  a p p l y i n g  
M arxism  to Am erican life  and 
problem s.”

I t  is f irs t  necessary to decipher 
t ills  S ta lin is t ja rgon . The term  
“ M a rx is t”  in  the above quoted 
passage applies to m embers of 
the CP. “ Lack o f independence,”  
refers to  se lling  ou t the workers 
whenever K re m lin  po licy required 
it .  “ C ling in g  to dogm atic fo r-  
mblas and doc trina ire  sc rip tu re ,”  
is a new note coming- as an 
a fte rm a th  o f the open revision o f 
M a rx is t theory by the recent 20th 
Congress. The language is iden­
tica l. w ith  th a t used by v u lg a r 
c r it ic s  and b it te r  enemies o f 
M a rx is t doctrine.

The lite ra tu re  o f the re fo rm is t 
Social Democracy, which saught 
to emasculate the revo lu tiona ry  
essence o f M a rx ’s teachings, is 
studded w ith  such ep ithets. Lenin 
spent the be tte r pa rt o f his l i fe  
in irreconcilab le  s trugg le  against 
a ll a ttem pts to  present M arx as 
a bourgeois dem ocratic re fo rm er. 
He was constantly  reviled as 
“ dogm atic”  and “ doc trina ire .”  H is  
collected w orks are a veritab le  
arsenal in  defense o f orthodox 
M arx is t doctrine . And the October 
revo lu tion  was h is to rica l con­
firm a tio n  o f revo lu tiona ry  M arx is t 
theory.

You w il l  find  no th ing  in M arx, 
Engels, Le n in  o r T ro tsky  to  sup­
p o rt the  “ coexistence”  theory  of 
Khrushchev - S ta lin  and th e ir  
Am erican exponents. M a rx ’s o u t­
standing con tribu tion  to  social 
science was the disclosure o f the 
class istbuggle as the greatest 
m otive force in  h is to ry . He 
■affirmed th a t in ca p ita lis t society 
the exp lo ited w o rk in g  class, has 
no th ing  in  common w ith  its  ex­
p lo ite rs —  the p ro fit  - goug ing 
cap ita lis t. class. T h a t the  w o rk ing  
class can emancipate its e lf  from  
wage s lavery on ly  th rough  inde­
pendent class action on the 
economic and p o litica l field. That 
class co llabora tion was a  be­
tra y a l o f the s trugg le  fo r  so­
cia lism . T h a t is basic M a rx is t 
doctrine !

How does M o rris  propose to 
use his new ly acquired “ inde­
pendence”  in “ R E A L IS T IC A L L Y  
app ly ing  M arx ism  to Am erican 
life  and problem s ? ”  A f te r  a soul- 
searching reappra isa l o f past 
events he in fo rm s us th a t:

“ A serious exam ination o f the 
trend in the le ft ,  especially since 
W orld  W a r I I ,  I am sure, is  
bo'ijnd to lead to the  conclusion 
th a t the s p lit  in the CIO, th a t 
came to  a c lim ax in 1949 m ig h t 
have been avoided. The blame fo r  
the s p lit  cannot be placed en tire ly  
on P h ilip  M u rra y  and the C IO ’s 
r ig h t  w ing. F o r some tim e  before 
the s p lit  i t  was apparent th a t t.he 
le f t  forces- —- influenced s trong ly  
by the narrowness and le ftism  in 
the ranks o f the M arx is ts  —  
fo rg o t th a t the key to the 
success th a t market! the O IO ’s 
f irs t  ton years was le ft-cen te r 
u n ity .

T ha t u n ity  was breached —  
and the le f t  i ts e lf  con tribu ted to 
th a t breach by its  narrowness, 
over-estim ation o f its  s treng th , 
re fusa l to  re tre a t and compromise 
some when th a t was im pera tive  
(especia lly on the pres identia l 
race and on the  M arsha ll P la n ).”  
(M o rr is ’ em phasis)

T h is is t r u ly  am azing —  even 
fo r a S ta lin is t. The basis fo r  the 
expulsion o f the S ta lin is t- le d  CIO 
unions in 1949 was la id  a t the 
P ortland  convention which m et 
in Novem ber a f te r  T rum an was 
elected president w ith  a ll-o u t CIO 
support. The S ta lin is t- le d  unions 
had supported the  candidacy o f 
H enry  W allace, ru n n in g  fo r  p res i­
dent on the Progressive P a rty  
ticke t.

Flushed w ith  th e ir  “ election 
v ic to ry ”  the CIO leaders led by  
P h ilip  M u rra y  opened a slashing 
a ttack  o r the S ta lin is ts . M u rra y  
was voted d ic ta to r ia l powers to  
“ d isc ip line ’’ any union a ff ilia te  
Which fa ile d  to  fo llo w  OIO po licy. 
The cen tra l tenets o f  CIO po licy  
as defined by M u rra y  w ere: (1) 
Unq.-jailfled suppo rt o f  the T rum an  
D octrine and- the M arsha ll P lan, 
and (2 ) Support o f the Demo­
c ra tic  P a rty  and its  candidates in  
elections.

The T rum an D octrine unleashed 
the “ cold w a r”  a g a ins t the Soviet 
Union and led d ire c tly  to  the 
“ ■police action ”  in Korea and w a r 
aga inst China. M arsha ll P lan 
funds were used as a weapon in  
the “ cold w a r.”  B illions  o f A m e r­
ican do lla rs were expended to  
bo ls te r W a ll S tree t's  to tte r in g  im ­
p e ria lis t a llies in Europe and bo 
aid them in retaining- tihe ir g r ip  
on th e ir  in su rg en t colonial pos­
sessions. More b illions  were 
poured in to  A sia  to prop up the  
reactionary  d ic ta to r puppets o f 
Am erican B ig  Business. The M a r­
shall P lan was devised to save 
w orld  cap ita lism , to s tab ilize  
ca p ita lis t ru le , and to la y  the 
ground w ork  fo r  W orld  W a r 1TI 
against the Soviet U n ion and its  
allies.

‘Now  (the “ independent”  M o rris , 
in a- qu ick glance backward, takes 
a pot-shot a t “ -the le f t ”  fo r  its  
“ refusa l to  re tre a t and com­
prom ise" “ especially on the .presi­
dentia l race and' the M arsha ll 
P lan.”  To set the record s tra ig h t 
i t  m ust be said th a t the S ta lin is ts  
did th e ir  best to “ re tre a t and 
com prom ise”  a t the 1948 OIO 
convention. They gave “ le f t ”  sup­
port to the M arsh a ll P lan by 
proposing tha t the fund be ad­
m in istered by the U n ited  N ations. 
They protested tha t the P rog res­
sive P a rty  cam paign fo r  W allace 
aided in  the election o f T rum an. 
They cringed, they craw led, they 
re treated, they o ffe red  to  com­
promise. B u t tha t was not enough 
fo r  P h ilip  M u rra y  and his lie u ­
tenants. N o th in g  bu t complete and 
abject cap itu la tion  would have 
sufficed. Now, in re trospect, 
M o rris  comes to  the conclusion 
tha t P h ilip  M u rra y  was no t 
en tire ly  to blame bu t th a t the 
“ le f t ”  m ust share resp on s ib ility  
fo r  th e ir fa ilu re  to “ R E A L IS T IC ­
A L L Y ”  app ly “ M arx ism  to  A m er­
ican li fe  and problem s.”

I t  would be stup id  to th in k  th a t 
M o rr is ’ indulgence in  the new- 
found lu x u ry  o f “ s e lf-c r itic is m ”  is 
a mere exercise in  c r it ic a l re ­
exam ina tion  o f th e  past. There 
is m ethod to  his madness. N e x t 
to, the  S ta lin  c u lt  disclosures the 
th in g  th a t is m ost d is tu rb in g  to  
CP members and supporters is 
the po licy o f sup po rting  the 
DemoTMxiec'rat p a r ty  and its  
candidates fo r  pub lic  office. 
M orris  is engaged in  d ra w in g  
“ lessons”  from  the  past in order 
to sell the K re m lin ’s present co­
existence line  to OP members and 
supporters.

A ll o f the  twaddle about a p p ly ­
ing M arx ism  “ -rea lis tica lly ”  is  
mere w indow-dressing fo r  a po licy 
o f class co llabora tion  -which 
v io lates basic M a rx is t doctrine . 
M o rris  and Co. are t r y in g  w ith  
m ig h t and m ain to  cuddle up to 
the Am erican trade union bureau­
crats, and are prepared to sell­
out the in te res ts  o f the A m erican 
workers one-thousand-tim es over 
to accomplish th e ir  a im . W hile  
th is  be traya l is  cloaked in  »11 o f 
the pa rapherna lia  o f the new 
dispensation i t  adds up to the 
same old poison in new bottles.
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