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TIDS IS the s econd 

tim e in three y ears th a t I a m  in th e pos i -. tion oE sa� a fe w wo rds to a 
court prio

r to the p r o n ounc emen t o f s en ten ce u pon m e . I t has
bee n a most cruel e xp eri en ce to 
s p end  ov er two a nd a h alf years 
i n  coUD ty an d federa l �ils, dur­
Jng wh ich tim e m y  m other died 
and I wu n ot even p e rmitted t o 

attend her funeral and during 
which time my f a ther passed 
away a nd I wa s b ro u ght to visit 
him � his death be d by guards from t he  fe deral house of deten 

tion. 

• • 
• 

S ince  m y re lea s e o n  ho o
d this past July I ha ve e x pe rie nced 

t h e l t i o g reserved f or the e x­con v i
c

t ,  the fe l on , ev e n  m s uch 
small ma tte n u ap p ly in g fo r a 
drm,r 's l icen c e  or even a pe rm it 
to 8sb in the reservoirs o f th e 
S ta te o f N ew Y or k. And so y.o u r 
h o nor , I stand here wit h  t he
felon, wit h all the consequen ces 
that are a ttac hed to this "title" 
u if I were a co mmo n  an d dangerous crim inal. 

a n a bnos p he re  of f ear , sus p ic i on a n d ... bu b een generat ed a g a ins t the C o m mums t P arty a nd Communists. I t soo n broad en e d out to env e lope not on l y  C om ­
m un is ts . but all those wh o re-­
fuse to co nf o rm to pat t ern s es ­
ta b lished by so me of the mo st 
rea ctionary elem ents in our coun 
try. 

I � 

Sl'EIN .., 

CIIABNU 

While thees office rs w er e co
n ­

si d era te and huma ne within the 
boun d s of regu l ations, th ey did
not have it in their power to 
change the basic setting of this 
event which shall forever be 
etched on my heart, and mind. 

PERMIT me· to conclude. I 
must repeat, your Honor, that 
the charge in this case apjnst 
me and my co-defendants is un­
true, . and were I to be tried a 
third' time-and may the judicial 
gods prevent that-my mother 
used to tell me I was born in a 
slwt. which in the Jewish ·tradi- . 
tion means I had a lucky star. But 
I think that star got dim in the 
past five years, but at any rate 
at this' moment I call upon this 
star to intervene again t a repe­
tition of any more Smith Act 
trials in my case. 

If I were to be tried a third 
time, I would repeat that neither 
I nor my party conspired to teach 
aad advocate the violent o er­
throw of the United State gov-
ernment. It is my profound con-

THE implications in these 
·A trials are that we are not Amer­

ican patriots. We read and d.is­
tn�e boob of a German, Marx 
(Gothe and Beethoven were also 
German) and the Russian Lenin 
(Talstoi and Tchaikowsky were 
also Russians.) 

Thomas Jefferson said that he 
was able to write the draft of the 
Declaration o f Inpependenc e  be­
came he rea d the En glish Lock e a nd 

th e F r en ch R
o

usseau, M on t ­
esq ue an d . th e En c y cl o p e duts lite Dider ot wh OS& wr i tin gs, b y 
tlie wa y

. we : pu b lis hed  som e years 
a go . W e r ead  J effe rso n a s

we ll aa th e boo ks  w hi c h J e i fer ­
JOD r ea d . 

Einst e in w ou l d n o t be th e 

ems 
that he was if he had not 

wn of the works of Isaac 

FllOM MY earliest recollec­
tions the governing ideal that 
dominated our family life was 
man's dream of equality for all, 
abundance for aJI, culture for all 
and the freedom to educate and 
organize to advance that dream. 

This was evidenced in my 
father's ac tivities, as I recall 
them, in be!J,m.g to found the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
in the City of Chicago. It was 
re8ected in my parents' partici­
pation in the founding of work­
en choirs an d other cultural 
movement, which were mirrored 
m the every�y life of my home. 

l could tell your Honor of 
· the meetings of the Socialist Par­
ty which I attended in the com­
puy of my parents when I was 
.Jn my earliest years, in the days 

Bo w then ca n one explain th e results of these trialsP Ho w can 
one reconeiJe the judicial safe­gu a r ds formally p rovided b y 

la w with the results, which hav e 

been aa just in both trials? 
It is my firm belief t ha t  these 

results came about fo r th e fol­
lowing reasons: 

A) For the past e i ght years 

viction that the Ame ri can peo ­
ple in good time, as Sid said, 
based on their own expe rience, 
through the democr atic consti­
tutional process, will ac hie ve the 
socialist reorganization o f o ur so­
ciety. 

I believe in Ameri ca, your 
Honor. I Jove my coun try dearly. 
That is how I brough t u p my 

child.ren. It was a matte r o f 
pride 

for me only last F� y t o see 
my 13-year-ol4 daughte r r eading . 
a Kempton column on th e Gor­
don family case in C la y , Ken­
tucky, with tears in h e r eyes . I 
was proud of her tea r s . I was 
proud of myself and m y w ife 
because of my belief. 

I am u confident as an y bod y 
can be that these per sec utio n · 
will soon come to an e n

d an d 

Newton, of nearly 300 ye a rs be ­
fore him. He probably wa s a c­
quainted witlr the id e a o f the 
Greek mathematician A r chime­
des who lived 200 � rs b efore 
Christ. 

As I said. your Honor , I chose 
to come to this country to r enew 
my studies in a rep u b li c and 
democracy instead of a czarist 
an

d a u tocra ti c s ta t e wh i ch Russia 
re p r esen ted • • • •  

I am te r,ibl y con cern ed about 
wo r ld pea ce  an d th e m a int en­
ance o f d e m ocr a c y in th is co u n: 
try

, full d em ocr acy . F as c is m 
b ro ugh t o n  th e seco n d Wo rl d W

ar 
an d th e 

n ea
r ex

tin

c ti on of 

the 

Je wis h peo

p

l

e in 

a ll 

th e 
G

e r­
man -occ u pied E ur o pea n coun­

tries together with many millions 
who fell on the fields o f battl e , 

when there were no bab y
sitters. 

My earliest youth wa influ en ce
d 

by the writing.i of J ck London, 
Upton Sinclair, Sinclair Lew is, 
Eugene V. Debs, as w el l as t he 
speeches and letters of T

h
o ma s 

Jefferson, Abraham Linc oln and 
Frederick DouJdass wh ose  vol ­
umes were on the shelves oI my 
father's library together w

ith the 
worb of Victor Hugo, R o majne 
Rolland, Charles Dick ens and 

Maxim Gorky and Shol em Alei­
chem. 

I should not omit the fact that 
the Int tune I was urestecl w u 

on a picket line apimt the meat 
trust m Chic?ago protest in

& the 
high price of meat. I W M w ith 

my mother then and w a s a
bou

t 

It was thi s atmo sphere t
h
a

t 

the Chief Justice o f  the S u p r e me  Court, Justi ce W arr en, c h a r a c­
terzied as "The erosion of ci v il liberties that threat ened to e n ­
aulf our co un try . It gr e w to s u ch fa nt asti c pro portion that th'*­
g ood sense a nd . dem

ocra
tic tr a­

di tions of 0111' J>eOple re asse rtedit
s el� a n d called a hal t 

t o 
i
t

s m o r e outsta nding excess." But W e are s till  l aborin g un
d

e r th e  backwu h an d  remnants of 

the Bill of Righ ts will on ce 
m

ore 

co me  into its ow n. 
* 

Y OU know what enh a nces m ycon fiden ce, yo ur  Ho nor. Jus t 

about the time our tr ial ended, a little bit before, ther e was a 
confe rence of high s c hool .ch il­dr en in N e w York City w

i
th 

el ected de legates from e� ry hi gh s chool in the cit y. Appa r­
e ntly it is aa annual affair, 1 5 -
year -o ld, 16 -y ear-o1d. 17-yea r ­
old. 

T h e y came to discuss Am erica 
an d the n a tion and its affair ·. 
They design ated their c hoic e of
presid ential candidates. T hev 
adopt ed a pro gram o n  pea c e and 
di sarm am ent T hey wer e very 

m uch in t erested in wh at was 
h appening in th e South . The y 

a nd the destruction o f thousand of citi
e s 

in Ew :o �. I am e speciall y  conscious of t he  s c
o ur ge o f f asc is

m beca us e rny tw o siste rs in their 50s w er e  
dep or t

ed fr om their beau H
f ul 

city i n  t:he S oviet Uni o n  to Ger ­
m an y and c re mated at A

u s ch­
witz. 

I w a s ac ti ve in the polti
c a

l 

mo v e ment first as a st uden t du r ­in
g 

tn y s tude nt ye a rs , in the col­
lege and ~ university where I st ud

i
ed
. I w as o ne 

o
f tbe e

a rl
y 

fo unde n o f the I n t erco ll e gi a te 
Soc ial  Soci e ty o f w hich J a c k 
Lo n d

on 
was firs t p

resid e n t . I w a later a ctive in th e Soc ia list Pa r t y 
and later jn . the C o mmun is t 
P

ar
ty .  I s e r v ed on leadin g co m­

mi ttees of both parties and w as 
a n o ffi cer in th ese o r gan izati o n s. 

ON SEPT .JO m more ,U-
f

endan t . wers ae nt e nce d to ja il 
u nder t M thought - c

ontrol p r oo i
­

•
ion8 of Uae "

m
it l , A ct in New 

C it y ' , Fe de ra l C ou r th o us e .  l-l ' B reprint he r e s h ort e xcerp t s fro m 
their add re u e ,  t o  t he cou rt ;w t be/Me aen te n ci n g. 
�- -- ------ --

th is hystf',rfa. Tho ugh the cold 
w ar  wh ich as t he bac kground 
for th e.e att acks on ci v il lib er­
ties is n ow reced ing it s effects
still 

lin g er o n  an d wer e  p resen t 
in t his  cou rtr oo m  d e s p i te t h e injunction� of the ben ch a nd tl1e 

ef fo rts  of the jur ors t o  clo se 
the m  out. 

B ) Th e Sm i th Ac
t 
w it h its a_p. 

plication o f the cons p ir a c y law
t o po litica l th o ugh t a nd politi cal 

(COlltinued on �P a ge 1 0) 

al so dis
c

us .c; ed the 
q u es t i on of 

the BiJI of Righ ts an d civ il liber­
ties and at first they s ai d w i t

h re ­
spect to the ri�t of pe o ple t o �xpress thei r po litical v ie w s, th

i s sho ul d  be unhampe r e d except when it co mes  within t h e fra
me ­

work of the clear and p resent d ange r. This w as  th e d ra f t p re­
sente d to these 350 c h i l d ren. You k n o w, tho se 

c h ildr en r e- · 
jected that draft an d c a U ed f or the unhampered r i g h t o f th

e Com m unist Party to ex p r es s thei r poli ti c al views. In s om e w av it dra m a tizes the ana c hr o n i sm· of th i s t rial, au d I be lie
ve the 

ge n tl emen of the go v e r nm e n t in ex pr essing tllei r views s pe a k fo r 

th e  pas t. These you n g ch ildren, t h ese y ou ng people� speak for the 
f u tur e . l 

I ,vas a ca ndidate fo r pu b lic of­
�i c e i n  the eJ ec tio n cam pai gns on 
ma n y  occasi ODS  in N e w Yo rk. 

I serv ed 
on j ur ies fro m lo we r 

t o higher c ourts. I was active in 
t h e  Wo r k e rs A d ult Ed uca ti o n and taught in schoo ls . I w ork ed for a gr ea t 

l ab or un i on as an 
ec on omist for many y ea rs and. for th e 

l ast 3 2 y
e ars , as p

ub lish­
er of boob, and not onl y those w h i ch w er e  i n trodu c ed  in th is 
c ourt. I 

s
h al l clo s e , y o ur Ho nor , wi th 

tl 1 e  re fe r e n
ce to a sm a ll to wn 

e d it or lik e o ne a b o u t w h om Si n ­cl air Le w is w r o
te in h is boo k "' lt C an ' t Ha ppen He re . • The e di ­

to r I h ave in min d  w as a militant 
abo lit ion is t who he l ped Ne gro 
slaves esc a pe north,. an d for that 

( C on tinu ed o n  Page 1 0) 

/ pathw a y that l ed me here today, Yor k Ci ty an d  many o th er Amer - •
y ou r H on o r, an

d 
in a ce rtain ic a n c i tes w her e  Am eri c a n-sense it has , but only b e ca use in born children o f rmmi gra nt pa r-

m y hom e I was ta ugh t 
t o  d o a

ll 
n t s  wi tn essed an d  partic i pa ted in my power in the in terest s of in. s truggles to e nd th e era of m y  fe

ll
o w m an, an d  i

n 
th

e in te r - s w
ea t sh

ops
, to br in g un i ons t o 

e s ts of my country and its na- ope n s hop industries, t o e n d dis-t io nal i nter ests an d in the i n
t e r- cri min a

ti o n  ag ains t f or ei gn- b
o

rn 

es ts of peoS!! :  · living to g ether and, at the same time , en richi n g 
a t pe a ce wi · the bro th e r ho o d the cul ture and gre a tness of our 
of the wide, w ide  w orld. co un try  and it s dem oc ra tic tra -
- Did m1 ,.,_ts niee me in an 

d
i t

ions . 
atmoaphen ol aime, of Yenality, I s i ncerely believe , yo ur H on-of IIN) UIDNI ,  .o f  injustice t o  

my o r, I a m the produ c t o f lhfs fellow man? C ould  •)'GM •Y h lthv stra t a and c urr ent of 
.. that-� IPirit � .J>;; Ame r ic an lif e w hich h el ped fire .... c.l - • m y own  p assio n  for a c:f vancin1 

o
then in w hoN ............ I t h e  s ocial 

fronti en  fn our own WM rued in tlae Cl y of C hleap great nation , and tha t is why did me ._._ , 
I j oined the You n g Co mmunist 

three , ... old. • ,/ 
Perhaps some would sa y m y 

early youth helped put m e on a 

The •�here in m y .h ome Lea gue a
t a young a 1 e • • • •· wu tha

t 
o f  t e m 

o
f t h ousa nds of 

othe r  h ome s  in Chica go and New (More • P• 10) 
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presentation of a wM,le variety 
of views on the put and the per­
,pectiWII of the Communist Party 
and the American Lelt. 
Tbouah oriplaDy ft , WU in• tended L

t 
thu � of the du

­CUlldoo would bi limftecl to two 
mmdu, the dilcuaioo m The

W wu camecl on �the

= :J,_� M • � � - � 
4ralt ..,Ju-

the Natfonal Committee an­
no anced that the forma l pre­
convention dilcaaJon b ased  on 
dm draft wllJ .-a Nov . 1 . It 
will be concluud nationally ma � bulletin to a p pear on 

� � 
an d 

eve ey two weeks 
. * 

DI CLO
SING 
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