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The Challenge of

The Flynn Campaign

beyond the scope of a council-
manic candidacy in a Manhattan
district. 3

EARLY GOOD results have
surprised even the managers of
Flynn's  campaign. . There s
clear evidence that the needed
4,000 signatures (for the mini-
mum of 3,000 legally required)
can be more than met. It is
just a question of getting enough
canvassers to knock on enough
doors.  What is holding some
back is mainly a skepticism and
inhibition built wp through a
period of virtual illegality for

people on the left; an inward

orientation developed through
more than a year of preoccupa-
tion with an inner discussion in
the Communist Party; and even
some coneepls that activity for
a Commuuist like Miss Flvnn
runs in contradiction to activity
i support of the political ac-
tivities of a union or other or-

ganizations.
Concerning. the last—an old
familiar  view—the concept  is

groundless. One can stretch that
view to mean that vou can’t be
for Marxismm and at the same
time bhe active in unions and
other organizations. _
To the contrary, we hear to-
day the cry from many quarters,
far from the left, deploring the

absence or weakness of the| radi-
calism that has traditionally pro-
vided the spark and spirit to
labor as a whole. ,

We should only regret that a
candidate like Flynn isn't| run-
ning in each county of the city.

Miss Flynn, on the haliot,
would have the opportunitv to
get on TV and radio and 1$el’nrc
audiences to give that much-
needed spark and spirit tp the
campaign as a whole on the is-
sues of the day in the mpnner
militant  workers  want rthvm
raised.

Elizabeth Gurley Fhnn is
not a “sectarian” or “narrowf radi-
cal.” She is in the first place
interested in everything a New
York unionist or progressive
wants. But she is ‘driving for
those things with the added force
and basic perspective of a mili-
fighter and a Marwst,

Such a campaign, far from
hindering, would greatly stimu-
late support for those supported
by labor as a whole. All pro-
gressives, therelore, should try
to arrange for some tine in the
next three weeks for canvass-
ing to put Elizabeth Gurley
Flynn on the ballot and report
at the Flynn campaign head-
quarters, 15 Second Ave., Room
104.




