THE N.Y. POSTAND THEDOGMA . . . . . . . my azay wax

“DEATH OF A DOGMA” is
how the N. Y. Post titled its
comment on the recent events
in Hungary. The Post asserts
that the Communist Manifesto

is now a lost cause. Moreover,
says the Post, the Soviet action
in Hungary
“create’ a
great vac-
uum. In all
the satellites
—as in other
realms — the
fugitive s
from commu-
nisin’s dogmas
seek new

1 ead ership
and new
hope. The

dreary apologetics for the in-
famous actions of the British and
French imperialists, aided by the
Ben - Gurion government of
Israel, against the people and
sovereignty of Egypt. The in-
vasion of Egvpt bears out the
basic premises of capitalism de-
scribes by Marx and Engels more
than & hundred years ago. This
explains why, although I often
agree with ti:e liberal position of
the Post, I have little doubt that
the future of the world will be
shaped more by the authors of
the Manifesto than by the pub-
lisher of our contemporary on
‘West Street.
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FURTHERMORE, when the
Post sheds its tears for what it
calls “the fugitives from commu-

- nism’s dogmas,” it is painting a

false picture of the situation—
either deliberately or because it
does not understand what is actu-
ally going on. What we have is
not a “vacuum,” as the Post calls
it On the cont we have
something very r
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_ ,. very sub-.
stantial-a struggle for a correct -

~on in m’um Ifar!ic‘lv:'{- :
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cialism—because of a special set doubted—at least since the 20th
of circumstances—was in a posi- C of the Soviet Commu-
tion to stand up * the . nist Party in February—what was
Stalinist method of dealing with ~ the responsibility of a Marxist.
small countries. Under the lead- This, in my opinion, was to throw -
ership of Tito, Yugoslavia waged oneself who dly. on the
.2 heroic battle~with no help, let  side of the ctnﬁa against Stalin-
dt-he sadly recorded, frqm, the . ist methads. and: oncepts. This -

ments of the world. Since many
of the Communist parties today
are the leaders of their coun-
tries, this is no inner-party de-
bate but a struyggle in which
whole nations are swept up and
in which the entire workingclass
of a nation plays its part.
Basically, it is a struggle
against policies which have been
harmful for the development of
socialism and for policies which
will truly promote socialism and
achieve the fondest dreams of
mankind. While “Stalinist” is not
a scientific term, until a great
deal more scientific thinking has
been devoted to the subject, the
-easiest way to describe the strug-
gle is that it is against the Stalin-
ist policies of repression and un-
equal treatment of nations and
for a policy of democratization
of socialism and for national sov-

ereignty.

. THIS titanic struggle began in
1948 when one country of so-

Daily Worker which for seven
years in its i’gnurancc and “with-
out waiting for the facts,” cheer-
ed on the Stalinist persecution
through torture, frame-up and
death for the true Communists
in the People’s Democracies.
A new stage in the struggle oc-
curred in June of 1955 with the
apology by the new Soviet lead-
ers, led by Khrushchev, to Yugo-
slavia, Its eyes at last opened to
some extent, the Daily Worker
said in an editorial on June 6,
1955, eight months before the
20th Congress: “. . . undoubtedly
these events will touch off a
great and difficult process of
study and self-critical review in
Marxist and workingclass organi-
zations everywhere. Much more
remains to be said and will be
said as time and events and study
evolve and as the full implica-
tions of the joint statement un-

¢

fold.”
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FOR myself, 1 have never

has meant to support, for  ex-
ample, the stand of the Yugo-
slav, Polish and Hungarian work-
ingclasses for a democratic so-
cialism and for the national rights
of their countries. It has meant
to support those tendencies and
forces in the Seoviet Union who
want to carry on the process of
de-Stalinization faster rather
than slower, more deeply rather
than superficially. SI.ICE an out-
look does not by any means de-
termine that a Marxist will be
right at all times, But without
such an outlook, h my opinion,
it is impossible to move forward.
And the major respousibility .
of a Marxist here is to keep up
the fight against the intervention
in the lands of socialism by those
reactionary and counter-revolu-
tionary forces whom the Post
attacks at home but to whom it
often wishes a bon voyage for
their adventures overseas:
There is nothing automatically
self-correcting about socialism o -
the Communist movement. Bul

‘the errors and set-backs do ine
.~ evitably. give

rise to the forces
which’ will it for the cors
confidence for-the future and the
refutation of the note of doom



