A STRANGE KIND OF ‘BANKRUPTCY' . . . . . .

I _HAVE NOT yet seen the
editorials in the out-of-town pa-
pers on the Draft Resolution
recently made public by the Na-
tional Committee of the Com-
munist Pafty in preparation for
the convention wnext February.
"But I do '
have before

- me ‘a sheaf
- of editorials
| from the Jo-
" cal press.
“The New
Ym'kh Times
is perhaps typ-
ical of all of
them and, in
fact, since its .
editorial was published first,
probably influenced the others.

“Confession of Bankruptey”
is the title of the Times’ editori-
al. It is the lmdzhﬁ editorial of

mistakes which the Resolution
details.

Since the New York Times
has been trying to put the Com-
munist Party. out of business all
these years—just as it tried to
prevent unionization of the
American workers until it had to
surrender—the paper appears o
feel just fine over what it calls

a “Conlession of Bankruptey.”

But hold on!

Suddenly, midway in the edi-
torial, there is a change of mood.
The expansive smile disappears
and gives way to a frown.

: main purpose of this

-document, however,” the Times

says of the Resolution, “is te lay
the political basis for a resurg-
ence of Communist strength and
influence in this country. It is
this which must arouse our vig-

draft resovlution is a record of
Communist failure. . . . To that
extent it is heartening. At the
same time, the Reds are prepar-
ing to correct these tactical er-
rors. . . And against these ef-
forts Americans must be prepar-
ed. ..")
L

I DO NOT propose to deal
in this column with the reasons
given by The Times, Herald
Tribune, the' Mirror, etc., as to
why the American people have
something to fear from a Com-
munist Party rcsurience. There
is nothing new in these reasons,
Actually they aren’t reasons at all
in the real méaning of the word,
but red-baiting  catch-phrases
lifted from the reports of the
House Un-American Commit-
tee.

. gave the reactionaries

tionaries have a strange way of
displaying their satisfaction.

It is true of course, that these
papers do not want to be rabbed
of their red-baiting weapons
which they have used over the
years against everyone that they
disagree with, and that their
call for “vigilance” is. a call to
oppose every labor and liberal
trend in the country.

But I am certain there is
much more to the situation than
this. The mistakes of the Com-
nnmist Party in the past gave
joy to the reactionaries. But the
analysis of these mistakes alarms
them. The errors, setbacks and
jsolation of the Communists
genuine
satisfaction. But the recogniti
by the Communists of ex-
tent of these setbacks, of their
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then dwindled into a pathetie
sect. What is there about .the
Communist movement that
makes the reactionaries fear
that it- will not follow the way
of its predecessors? It is, 1 am
convinced, the Marxist scientific
method of analysis and correc-
tion which the Communists pos-
sess and which they are deter-
mined to-use now more wisely
than in the past, employing the
scientiic method of Marxism

rather than relying on dogma;
re-examining al{ ' ;
cies and, in the most scientific
manner possible, examining the
world of today and Iy
their own country of
the Communists are a¢

%

foes

ilance.” What interests me here at this cause, and of the direction into “bankruptcy” the Commu-
Isn’t there something strange moment is the alarm which -+ which the correction must fol- nists, by a tremendous and umit-
about all this? Why should any-  these feel over the cur- low, seems to fill the reaction- ed effort, will find . themselves
.omheviﬁhntowrn“bnn-'mtcjimmhnh-mdnmmd aries with : e agajn
~ rupt?” How can tbemwly the Communist Party. If these T A _
. be a “resurgence” by a foe who  discussions, as some people fear, EVERY . SOCIALIST move-
hes been utterly vmnquﬁ? are giving satisfaction to the ment of any importance over the 1
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