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| SPEAK YOUR PIECE |

!
Clark’s Point of ‘Demise’
Of CPTermed ‘Exaggerated’
“ ’ NEW YORK
Editor, Daily Worker:

| am/ sorry to see Joe Clark

Jeave the Communist Party and

_the Daily Worker. Although, in

my view, he was not the most
effective kind of person to do
his job, by and large, he did his
job well and was an asset to the
paper. |

But, I believe, the very things
which made him not completely
efiectivie as a person, a Marxist,
and’ al writer, were the same
things that caused him to leave
the Party and the paper. And
these sumne qualities are true of
quite & few others who have left
the Party and therefore, 1 be-
Jieve, e worth discussing.

JoedClark has a brilliant mind
and has acenmulated a wide area
of valiable knowledge and skills.

But] 1| believe, that in this
country, the dialectical principle
of pressure of an opposite works
overtime with respect to such
persotial characteristics.

'The person who has a brilliant
mind fnd is able to express it di-
rectly and forcefully in his youth,
tends| with great emphasis to
have the importance and quality
of such a brilliant mind, greatly
exaggerated tor hitm. And the
whole corrupting atmosphere of
capitalist, highly competitive life

' (withits greatest satisfactions to
the wisest, cleveiest, slickest)
make such exaggerated emphasis
become a habit of mind which
the awner hardlv recognizes in
bhimself. And this, | believe, can
be true also of someone who
speuds a large part of his think-
ing 'howrs in an  atmosphere,
which conld have an effective
counterforce. Su¢h an  atmos-
phere would haveto have an al-
most constant, thdrapeutic, criti-
cal. and analytical| process going
on 19 counter etfe¢tively the cor-
mipting forces from the opposite
direction.

Two reasons militate, it seems
to mie, against such an atmos-
phere being, today, readily put
“into | efect to the degree that

\\ou}d be necessary in all cases.

1. There is work to be done, in
this case a paper to be gotten out
every day. And it must be done
with the best forces available.
Mistakes will be inevitably be
made but with the best forces
available they will be fewer.

2. The very nature of such an
attempted atmosphere as describ-
ed above would ma®e for many
serious conflicts, for a long time,
on unnecessary and useless
levels, with the suirounding. cor-
ruption, atmosphere and would
tend to separate, still further, at
first, such people from the great
number they must write for and
work with.

The Daily Worker still has a |
highly competent staff of people
who respect their own itelli-
gence, but do not exaggerate its
importance.

According to Joe Clark’y fig-
ures there are still ten thogsand
women and men in the Party |
who have come through some ‘
extremely difficult times | with |
enough strength to remain in the |
Party. And this is not to speak of |
the thousands of voung people in
the schools, colleges and shops, ,
who are drawiug nearer to the |
Party every day.

To me, this would indicate
that his statement of the “de- |
mise” of the Party is slightly
exaggerated. His great descrip- l
tion, in his letter of resignation, |
of the great worth of the Party in
the A{nericnn Fnléli(‘al strugyle

-~

of the past and the great need |
for it today, would seem to in-

dicate the exact npposite to me; ‘

that there is belore us, a great |

peeriod of vitality and growth. |
SAUL GROSS
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Claims Clark Expresses
His ‘Reasoning’

" BROOKLYN, N.Y.| _|

Editor, Daily Worker:

Congratulations to Joe Clark,
At last, a straightlorward ac-
conmt of the why's of his leay-
ing. He has the comage to sav
what is thinking. Ile most cér-
tainly expresses my reasoning, f
and many others like me.—G.



