Tolstoy Had
The Right ldea

NEW YORK,
Fditorr Dasly Waorker:

foo Tolstov in War and Peace
found that the Russian people
were the Leroes of the War of
1812, They whipped Napoleon
and saved their commtry when
wany  Jeaders made  mistakes.
That was e again e 1941-
1945,

No miracle nuin stopped the
Nizin. The people — the great
Socradist people -hurled  Hitler
back. )

{Thoughis  alter  eading
Khnushcher’s  account of the
blusseders at Klaorhoy (19420 and
e lewliore.)
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Ay giment
By Definition
Editor, Datly Worker:

b vonr “Speakh Yo Piece!

colivmny on May 51 voen wiste

echitonialiv: :

“Phe tei Black Belt' iy a
wideh accepled  designation ol
the paticola area and ongi-
pated hom a desaiption ol the
Black il whee shoary doni-
paiedd,”

Piohably the "Blaek Belt” ar
pat ol does Lave bluck soill
Joanes S, Allen i the Newo
Quiestion in the US, refers to
“the blach  soil  pradies aeioss
cenbial Alibvaoma, which s Qo
diay an cuca of great densiiv ol
Negro Impld;llinn."i‘m:] prons i
l)ij. that is the orein of the tevis,
Biut sinice the Couwnnuninst Party
pubhiched ds panphlet Sell De-

tovdnadion tor the Black RBell
we the ewrhy 19308 up to 1936,
the tenn “Black Relt”™ Las in-

Vartablv relerred 1o an area ol
“weat densitv of Negio popu-
Jation.”

Allen. proceeded o examine
the clianges i population and
came 1o the conchision that from
1560 1o 1930 the “"Blick Belt”
venained  intaet, a caleniation
e hich ondy makes sense il BLick
Bl welened  to o population,
s which would e heen
viddiculous il it relerved to soil,

Aceoding 1o the Bimean ol
the Censas thare is ™ group ol
conbies in eastern Vaging and
N, Caoolina: a belt ol connties
estending hrom the S, Cinolina
coast Hoongh S. Cioolima, cen-
tal Geomgia and Alibona: and
a dotached wea emlnacing 2
portion ol the Tower Mississipni
River Vidlen, . ., This mea of
yelulivelv l.igll proportion Ne-
g in the popnlation corresponds
gencrallv with the svea of rela-
tvely  high density: ol Negio
population and 31 iy the aea
pepalaol desiguated  as  the

‘Black Belt’.”

W. E. B. DuBois in Black
Reconstruction says of  Missis-
sippi:

“There was in this stale &
group of planters whose great
plantations dominated the rich
Black Belt. Froin AMemphis to
the CGudi were a succession of
counties with 66 percent or moie
black population.”

What is the importance of this
error? For more than 20 years
up o 1956 ihe Communist
piess consistently used  “Black
Belt” as referring to population
and never once as referring to
wil. But siready on three ocea-
sions: in 19368, 1 have seen it
cliimed in the left press ihat
“Black Belt” refers to soil color,
I ihink that this is the begin-
wing of a campaign to deny the
Communist Party’s earlier posi-
tion thit the Negra people con-
stitute a nation. If such is the
cave, the proposal  should  be
debated openly and not smug-
whed i by enonieons definitions,

- BERNARD ADES.
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Time to Stop
The Pendulum
Fditor, Daily Worker:

Ian tempted to ook at the
phrave "Constitutioral  Conann-
nichs” with 2 jaundiced eve, and
cell out, with a tonch of sar-
wcashn, take away tle pirchnent,
fellows, | rewmenbor swhen vou
became Do losian “antirevi-
sionint 11 veins age.

And then we swung liom
Browderisime te lett sectarbanine,

Now, haek again to @ new
Browderism?

When anyoae '
1945 that ol the peaple
were i Jeadership o the party
had gone along with Browder
except - Foster, and  that we
could do with new leaderslip,
we were told this was anti-lead-
ership ad wnorganizational, ete.
el

I think Counstitutional  Com-
minnists are fne, being radicals
it the American tadition. But
I think these new-Took Consti-
tational Connmunists are really
Twentieth  Congess  Conin u-
vasts, who mish in to revise then
ertors in the sarie spirit the

singgested  in

who

revised them in 1945, 1 st
sy 1 have linle eonfidence in
their  ability, however well-in-

tentioned they may be,

I think we mivhit examine (he
possibility that  the entire Na-
tional Committee should go to
work, aud that oniy persos who
Hhave been worlere in sliops in
the List five vears he considered
as candidates,

Let's throw the Party Con-
vepnlion open o nominations
lrom the floor, and let some of
these  people  show  their  real

recognition of errors by lonesl-
ly disqnalilying themselves for
]e:ulers‘ﬁp intil they have prov-
ed they have some contact with
and relationship to the working
class and the whole people.

—Constitutio:al Communist.
L'y L] L ]

Disagrees
With Editorial
Editor, Daily Worker:

I write to comment brietly
on the editorial in the Daily
Worker ol June 7, entitled “The
Daily Worker and the Khrush-
chev Speech.,” My remarks will
be confined to the beginning of
this editorial, where we read:
“We were wholly ignorant that
these ¢rimes had been commit-
ted, vet there was reputable evi-
dence had we but listened. . . .,
We did not want to believe
these crimes could ocewr in
socialist state and so refused to
bhelieve.”

It would lave helped if the
editorial had mentioned  speci-
heally what it meant by “reput-
able evidence.” And it is lar from
the whole truth to say that the
Communist Lett did not believe
the reports ol monstrous  injus-
tice becanse it did not want to,
Such a statement ignores the
fuct that there were reports
from people ranging from Am-
bassador — Davies  to Stephen
White of the N, Y. Herald Trib-
nue. brom the 1930 to the
TO50°s atfirming that they -high-
I hissed against the USSR -were
convineed of the truth of the
charges. some ol which we are
now told were false,

Such a statement ignores the
fact that there were Communist
correspondents, lrom the United
States and brom other countries.
in the USSR who sent back full
reports which were convincing,
Such a statement ignores the fact
thuat  the responsible  Commu-

nist leaders of the l'HSﬂ_}Jtl of
other commtries, in the Shviet

Union, gave the lie Iu’r/f-imris
which we are now told we did
not believe simply becanse we
did not want to,

Such a stalement ignorves the
fact that the reportage of the
borrgeoise from 1917 until 1956
lias heen flled with forgeries and
lies, all having the most obyvious
motivation, and manv of them
welated by other  homgeois
commentators, hom Walter Lipp-
mann to Walter Duranty to Har-
rison Salishary, It also ignores
the fuct that such charges ap-
prared o be incompatible with
the actial role of the USSR in
combatting lascism and imperial-

~ismtand war, and in building

Socialism.
Doubts on specific points did
acenmulate  and  problems  did

H

appear. Some of these were com-
mented upon—as for instance
your mews concerning Robert
Dunn’s letter to the Sovift em-
bassy expressing his disbelief in
the charges against Anna Lonise
Strong, who Ee knew well. The
writer of this letter sent a lon

communication to the Nationa
Committee of the Communist
Party in November, 1954, rais-
ing many questions and problems
in terms of American opinion
coucerning the USSR, and point-
ing out the need for fuller and
more scholarly study of the facts
concerning lile and civil liberties
in the Soveit Union. He did not,
of course, do this as one who be-
lieved for a moment, then, in
charges of terrible injustice, but
he did raise these problems be-
cause he knew that such ques-
tions came from very decent and
very progressive people and be-
canse he did not have persnasive
replies, and his Tletter said so.
I'm sune there are other instances
ol this nature,

Proper therapy requires ac-
curate diagnosis. To understand
onr colossal errors in this partic-
nlar, means probing much deep-
er than the erroneous assertion
that the Left was willtully blind.
The truth about criminal excesses
in the USSR was kept from Com-
munists and trom others by Com-
munists in the Soviet Union and
there is the crux of the problem,

This whole question of the
truth abont the USSR is tied to
the guestion of power within a
.wcmiisl state, lo the problem
of proletwian dictatorship and
civil liberties, 1o the effective
lorm for the organization of
Marsist Leninist parties in varis
aus patts of the world. It is not
to he shunted ot in termis of
what “should have been” and
who “shiould Jave listened to
whom.

- HERBERT APTHEKER

Which Formulations
Were Harmful?
Editor, Daily Worker:

I have read Max Weiss' re-
port to the National Committee
meeting in which he took up the
DW editovials on the Rajk case
and the Jewish enltural leaders.
Huudreds of words later, he de-
cides the editorials were “cor-
rect” in heing “eritical” of the
“mistabhes”™ made, but speaks of
“a number of wrong and harm-
lul fortonlations” in the edito-
vials, pirticularly the Rajk edi-
towial,

Well, what were they? Why
ot let us in on it?

I lelt just as Sid Resnick of
Connectient in his Jetter said he
felt on reading the Rajk edito-
rial: a real pride in my paper.

“harmiul

socialism,

SPEAK YOUR PIECE

T could say the same about the
editoriul on the Jewish writers
except that the deeds themselves
left me so wumb that I doubt if
anything written about them, n
matter how honest or with wha
clarity, could assuagé the numbe-
ness. But I saw no “wrong and
formulation..”  And
with both, I felt reassurance:
that we were not covering up,
that we were trving to face
things honestly. 1 feel that the
Daily under Johinnie Gates” lead-
ership showed real initiative and
courage,- and 1 hope it con-
tinues.

Weiss himsell seems to_ faintly
hint that the national leadership
of the party was a little slow on
the uptake in regard to saying
anything about the revelations
oﬂ{'ial and unofficial from Mos-
cow, Then it particularly be-
hooves Lim to be snceinet in
criticism of the editorials in
question, not toss ofl vague pro-
nunciamentoes, Ile suggests we
learn America. As part of learn-
g it, we might get rid of
meaningless generalities and try
calling a spade a spade. =M. L.
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Proof of the

Pudding
Editor. Daily Worker:

A number ol people have
called this corvespondent’s atten-
tion to Khinushchev's attempt to
substantiute his charges against
Stalin by citing lar removed In-
stances. on the part of the lattep
of indeness  against  Lenin's
\\if(.‘. Ill*ilb‘lllll('h ds i]lﬂ'e ”
scarcely a man living . ., unless
he be a Saint, who has not at
one time or another been rude
to a woman, wile or otherwise,
this seems a vather lar-tetched
attempt by Khinnsheliev to sn
port his case and will ey Jittle
weight with the rest of us ore
dinary mortals,

Nor will substititing the ins
fallibility of Leuin for the downe-
grading of Stalin nuke any im-.

ression on Amesican observers,
]:tm ever sympathetic they might
appear. The proot of the prole-
tarian pudding is going to be in
the eating, as lur as we Ameri-
cans are concerned; and  Civil
Liberties e going to be the
chiet ingedient, ot crocodile
tears.—Yours.— JOE DOAKES,
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Gil Green's
Exciting Book
Editor. Dailv Worker:

(;ll (:Ii‘fli.s Hew Iumlt, w“le
Enemy Forgotten™ is the most
exciting hook I lave read in
ages. No cliches. no” dogmatic
approach, it gives oue new hope
of the possibility for handling a

truly  Anierican movement  for
HOUSEWIFE.
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