Criticizes.
Burocracy

CARY, hal.
Fditor, Daily Worker:

From what Dve vead dn the
discussion so fur, espedially the
“articles by Foster and other
“ers of the Communist Party, they
all harp on Browder as U sym-
hol of hera worship and  one
man Jeadership and they  hint

that when we ot nd of Browder

we freed ourselves of those bad

praglices. It seems o ome thul{

that is not e, As a matter of
fact, the hystevical atmosphere
in which the discussion was then

conducted, prevented  the  ex-
.« 2. ¥
pivssioin of  henest " difterences

andd made impossible the creation
wnd development ot eollective
Jeadership.
The truth
one . nEn
fruriher  comsolidated on o a -
tional,  state sod  Jecal devel
continues. The exaggerated enlo-

that baracracy
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gies on the oecasion of Foster's
Birthdav "in the Daily Worker

was only a small example. In
the Daifv. Worker wand in PA
party  hmctionaries elitinge o
yeler to cach other as “leaders of
the American Working Class”

“leaders of the Negro People”

“Great Women Leaden” ete. 1
these self procliimed titles wers
Lo, our boubles would he over,
The trath of the matte: s that
P Jeaders Lictionaris s
Ly @ been tor most of thein Thves,
pier party e
Lited trom the people wd have
no organizalionad) ties with the
prass orgaiizating of the people,
by the ariod. the
C.P. leadesship AN
thougl war and faseism was st
aromngd the covmer, ity thin sont
of thinking: that cansed them to
wrive at a vwhole numbor off
wiong ang vein huomidnl policies,
For examgple. Was it ot wionig
to wuthe the Mashall Phin a
Incaking point issue within the
Libor movemerd and thas pio-
voke the eapulsion o a0 million
memberX Trom the CLOZ 1t seems
to me that Masstodl Plans come
and go. but the unity ol the la-
bor wovemend s the prineoay
ccopsidderation Tlis necds priblic
eaplanation. 1 hope it will e
Ton theomineg somi,
The seclarian
the middle s
Parts  (Progressive Pariy) [ was
pretty much dictated by the
sanie consideration. The conyie-

sinied

Lo lios it jes,

posiiadg

b Tuived

atlventine ol

fead  Third

tion it sy aoed Lascisim was
inevitable | | Hutl eveiy one
i alveady  chosen sides and

Vhal the last diteh Tight way al
Yo, This policy et us oll
from  active  political  aetivity
along with the muass of Lihor and
e peaple— AL\,
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Rather Right
Than Marxist?

A Arhor, Michigan
Editer, Dailv Winker:

A fetter i Thonsdany's
({\I"'] 19) distinhs e, Beler-
rng to the capital punishinent
issies AL S wirites: "Suppose we
sncceeded in developing popu-
L pressure upon onr goven-
ment to a point where it really
brought sueh a proposal before
the UN, and the Soviet Union
opposed 1t as 1o sure it
would, what «eort of  Mugsist
position wonld we he n?”

The implication is that if
Marxists in the UL S, come 1o
disagree over a particukir jssue
with  Marists  in the Soviet
Union. it is we who are ase in
crror and st give win, The
Soviet position. as if by defini-
tion. is “the Marist” position,
What Kind of ¢itical thinking s
that?

1 feel that some Marvists nse
the term “Manist™ Jike certain
Iricuds of mive use the term
“Christian.” Whatever s tiue,
just. and honorable, they sav, is
@ “Christian  principle.” = This
usage renders it the vaguest of
all terms, applicable to any thing
and  everything: so that Soc-
rates, for instance: becomes an
exponent of Christian primciples.
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So some Marxists  wounld | in-
corporale evernn true proposihion
it the bodv of Marxist theory;
and it yome hitherto accepted
idea proves o be ﬂ..:is&--\\'eﬁ, it
witsn b reatlv a Marxist idea]
[{1) We could defing Marxism
iy terms of certain fundamental
propositions enmciated by Mary,
Lenin, and other writers: propo-
wtions | defining  dialectical hnd
historical miaterialism. the Marx-
fan anadvsis of  capitalism, [the
t";usq el

(2) We could  define  Muarx-
ian s the position of the Cprin
npunist Partv, Such a dvﬁni_iinn
would| have to include a rdler-
efice W time, since as a uvl'lse-
aquence of ledrning lrom experi-
vhee, the developiment of new
sitwations, ete., the Party jjosi-
tion does  change. A definition
without reference to time wauld
inpiy o«
conlent of Marist theory. |

(3) Wer could  define Marid

isin as the position of all thos®
who eall themselves  Marists,
Fhis would certainly allol shine
quicer nd comtradictory propo-
sttions) into Maraisio!

(4 We conld define Maryism

ahcontaimmg all those prepo-
dfions il are trae, and nene
af those that are tile, 'lihfi‘ii
the  adjective  “Maxist,” | be-
comes  ogically equinadent o
“frne”

Alternadive

most reasonable.

Fhe tanes call Tor some deep.
thinking.” A notorfous
emenn, of [ lhionest  thinking s
persuasion by the andie pregtige
o an pathontv, or by the desire

(1) seems ol nie

driticad

comlorm with onr associates,
by the Tubel attached ta am
e A thorongh, soul-searching
selb-eviticism demands  the ;siti-
wans bowonld sather be right.
than Yaryist! :
i:\\ a Nanist. T oofter |this
peaaddovical slogan as a ) sall
comtribation to the reyitaization
of the Conpnnmist movement,
' A .‘\']'l'])l‘:\;'l'.
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Oy Using '
Scientific Method
H:l'pl.-l Dailv: Worker:
| I lve been a Comannnst for
clove 20 2008 Cars s Tenve hand
et s aned el eriticisim”
Deaten up. down ardund
with the shudlowiess of udn dmp-
iv bavel ¢liche. Yet it h.l\idu”}'
aaaries  the | meaning ot | the
sinelest Taometer of Nugist
theorv . .1 Lestinge, an exsnbini-
tion ol cevents  transpired [and
the sale ol andividhials i arder
th fevaduate the vahdity of these
”lt"llli!‘\ andl actions. to ove on
o and iuprovement i actiong lor
the Tatire, . This, to use Aer-
iean ploascology . is nothing | dil-
ferent Arom what we Amerie:ns
anel adl the world knaw as! the
scientific method.

Ay scientist, incliding 4 so-
il scientist, needs to roaadarly
ssserble his) materials or | evi-
l_ll‘ill‘l'-l" kg and examine lllll'm
abjeciively in oider to evaluale
his work. He examines whit is
prosentod, studies the datal tor
Wt as wreong or what s Hiss-
g exanrdnes what hie has done
o not done. [This is an objeetive
dndd seientilic process knoway the
world: over and  practived, by
scirntists | in to | ensure
progress. What method ol] ap-
praisal more sound or prolgund
conld be more appropriate th an
”]u.lllil.l'ilnl illllll(!l"(' '.”l(l I'Iﬂ.f\t'(l
i sctentibic] soctadism? [T sug-
gest that we abandon the niean-
ngless term Ceriticism and self-
criticisim” and utilize the ferm
evaluation or scientilic  evihni-
tion ar scienlific method 1o say
what we really mean, '

In America one grows [and
Bves inoa most highly dompeti-
tive societv, where one snceeds
ouly at the expense of another’s
failnres: where one child's marks
are ‘high in relation to wnother’s
being low. The criteria lor 'sue-
cess is an individual one, not a
collective one.  To be right is
synoniiny o8 with success. To be
WIonT o incorrect is synmliym-
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ous with failure and personal in-
adequacy. This emotional undey-
current to the whole concept of
“eriticism and sell-criticism™ lias,
I feel, a particularly iutense
quality for Americans, Commu-
nists are no exception.

_ Only a Party in which the
jeadership fosters an atmosphere
of safety, comfort and dignity
for both itself and for the aver-
age individual in this scientific
and objective approach can hope
to promote the necessary scienti-
fic appraisal so necessary to owr
work. That, I am sure, iy
what is fundamentally  meant
by the term “criticism and sell-
criticism.”

Brooklyn Reader
L] . .

Guarantees of

Justice Needed
Editor, Daily Worker:

The experience ol lumanity
in its long history in kghting lor
freedom cannot be by-passed,
even under socialism. So long us
people execute the laws every
safe-guard ever devised 10 pro-
teet the people must be zealous-
Iv watched. Power is as corrupt-
ing as monev. My fear ol what
one individual with too much
power can do has alwiars been
wreater than what the people
will do with freedom for expres-
sion, ele.

American communists fought
a battle of words in our attempt
to hight chauvinism. The gain
ol all this tor the Negro people
was nil. Tt was pawntul to wateh
the wrath  between dlie com-
rades-instead ol saving i lor the
cliss enenmv who we the real
clhanvinists, All we accomplish-
ed was to convinee the Negro
people we had in our ranks i~
corrigible  chauvinists.

We are great talkers  with
answers for evervthing —slogans,
quotes, and of conrse clhiaracter-
izing before explaining. Terms
sich as von are subjective, sec-
tavian, leftist, rightist, ete., are
msed  too hreely and withont
understanding. When vou kick «
guy in the teeth, don’t wag a
finger at him and sav you're
sihjective becinse he is holler-
ing. The ability o Jisten should
be cultivated.

-T. K.

Agrees With
Editorial J
Editor, Daily Woiker:

Congratulations on yonr edi-
tovial calling for an end o cap-
ital - punishment.  on Grievous
Deeds: also to Howard Fast for
many line colimins in the last
few weeks,

I cannot teel that the predic-
tion thet our transition to so-
cialism here will necessirily be
peaceful is anthing other than

premature. . We  who  cherish
democratic liberties of - conrse
liope thut they will he  pre-

served. made reall and ampli-
lied. Bat the transition to so-
cidism in this country is so lar
in the tutwe that sarely it s
rish to predict what the strength
Il[ r{'i‘.(‘li”lhll'if‘q m our II“T'(I"I"
will be at that time.  Among
other factors, new  destructive
technical imventions may make
a handbul of sich men able to
HSe powner in wivy we cannot
now imagine, Sectarianism and
opportunism are equal dangers:
we must take every precantion
to chart a realistic course be-
tween these two evils,

Would it be possible for the
Dailv Worker, in the same spirit
in which it called for an end to
capital punishment, to urge the
Soviet Union, wnilaterally to end
all tests of wnclear weapons. 1
realize the risk is great, but

" 1. The whole world knows the
Soviet Union has those weapons
and is well ahead in its study of
the uses of atomic power. 2.
Though I do not doubt that ex-
treme care is taken in that So-
cialist country, so that when-
ever a test is undertaken, there
shall be as little danger to hu-
man life as possible, still, -
clear poisons are nuclear poisons,




