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I\EADI NG  th e  lif e s to ry o f act or Ed ward G . R o binson 

in the NY P o st w as r ewarding. 
_I t' s th e s t o ry o f one-of Hollywoocrs JilOSt !)Opular 6g­

u r es wh o s e  loy al ty to ·the United St ates was under a cloud 

for se v e ral y ears , leading. to. b l
acklis tin g, by the major 

s tu dio s an d a ll bec au se his nam e  w as l isted in Red Chan­
n e ls for gi vin g m on ey to a h andful of liberal and progres ­
gr ess iv e c a uses . _ 

Ye t R o bin s o n  be tween 1939 and 1949 "made over 850 
s ep a r at e co n tr i b u t i o n s · totalling more .than $250,000'' to all so

r
ts 

of c
u l

tur al , ed u ca tio na l 
a n

d r eli gio u s  gro up s, the vast 
m a jo ri ty o f th em on th e co ns er yat i v e s i de. This n e ver g ot 
i n to R ed Ch ann e ls . N ei th e r . ,., · ' . . • 
di d th e c i ta ti o ns fo r Am

e r • 

ic ani sm t ha t  h e r ecei v ed 

fro

m th e 

Am

er

i c

an 

L

�

gi o n� 
W ill ia m - R an d o lph H ear st 

an d  th e T r eas u ry De pa rt ­
m e nt whi ch he se rved ti a 
" min u te m an " s e llin g -w ar
bo n ds d u rin g  W o rl d W a r 

· T w o. 

R o b in s o n  w a s n o  co m m u­
nis t b y an y s tr et c h o f th e

im agin a t io n . H e n e v e r e v en 

kn
e w wh a t Co

m mu n ism or 
M arx is m s t ood fo r .  S till h e 

w a s th e 

v

i
c

tim 

o

f 

th

e 

same 
w i t c hh un t t h a t r ob

bed 

m an y o th e r  g po d pe o p l e o f 
thei r l i v e li h

ood 
in th e m o vies, sent nine of the m ost ou t ­

spo k e n t o p ri s o n an d m ad e info rmers o f a handful of 
w e aklin �. • • •

[ 

I 
T H E1 BOOTS OF AMERICAN 

COMMUNISM. By Theodore 
}mapes-. Viking Press. New York. 
498 pp. $6. 75. 

B y :80BERT FRIEDMAN 
nere is no single book w hich

tells lully the- history of the Com­
munist Parey of the U. S. Without 

.Pr e i udice t<J- w hat I may later write 
abo ot its merits· a nd  defects, Jet 
that rather dogmatic assertion stand 
for Theodore Draper's "The Roots 
of American Communism• as· mucli
a s fo r i t s pr ede ce ssors in t

h
e f ie ld. 

I .  

Th e. s t ory o f th e- C omm n nut Pa rty has been t o ld b y• fo rmer le a d ers and mem bers; by Red 
Squa d poli cem e n ; b y c lo ister ed professo r s  burrowing in _yellowed 
f-iles. It h as been told loudly, lurid­
l y and l yingly. It has been set 
d own in passio n b y  me n ea ge r to se t tl e s co r es w i th fo rmer co mrades 
.a nd t o- pr e sent p osterity wi th the b e

s t 
po ss

i
bl e- s e

lf - po rtr ait . I t  ha s a.- c . r ,... 
been squeezed dry of all the j ui c esof lif e  and w ritte n by a cademi -

L 

1.c"'" 

r--r� ,, ,, .. ...

I 

I.tit .. ... .... Callr 
..... ..... .. 

ci a n
s to wh om h is t o ry is an end les s 

. p roc�i
o n of doc uments . i n  its short life , a nd the story of I The fo re &oin g · l s  do u btless a 

In. m ost cases it has b een  written individual le ade rs. o f the p arty w ho  tediou sly long way 
o f 

gettin
g b y  m en patho l o gi call y h ostil e t o lef t i t o r w e r e dis go r g ed from it a r o un d t o Th eod o rn 

D ra per' s --rhe 
their subj ect matter . In m any cases w ould r emain � confus ing one Roots of American Comm unism. 
it b as bee n  writt en b v  men to e ven after a rea ding of Fos

t
er. But the intr oduc tio n  will hav e 

w h om the Am eri ca n C o m m unist B ut fe w  Ameri can h ist o r ian s se rv e d  i ts  p u rpo se if it in dica t es P a rty was nothing m ore than a co n - h a ve  earned the right to piety in the comple ll'. frame of re
fe ren ce in

I 

s pi ra c y aod who. therefo r e , stu d.i - this connectio n. Whe re is t he w hich 
s u ch a w

o
r k  m u st be 

o u s lv o blit e
ra t e d t he fa cts w hich A m er i can  h is tor y whi c h te lls t he enmi ned . 

i mocke d their th esis. sto ry of Negr o r esistance t 0- slav - Draper is a forme r writ er  for the
I D oes this m

ea n, th
e

refo
re , that ery ? How m an y w

hit e sc holar s Daily W
o r

ker , the N
e w M

asses and 
I histor ians sy mpath e tic t o c o mmun- give to Fred e rick D ouglass, to we r- t he Tass News Agency. H e writes 

ism hav e pr ovided the authorita- i ng Am erican figure, as much as a as a disillusioned former adherent 

ti v e , fa
ct

u a ll y r e lia b le h i st o ry of fo o tn o te ? of co mm u n ism
. 1 1i e  t on e of his 

t he C om m un i st P arty ?  U nf ortu- E v en in o ur o wn time we w atch boo 'k , S J>OQSO red b y th e Fo rd Fu n
d 

R OB I N S O N  s ay s th a t the period f ollo wing the listi ng n a t ely . suc h is no t t he ca se . In th e eeril y  f ascin a ti n g ;  s pecta cle - of f or th e R e pub li c a s one o f a series 
o f h i s n a m e  i n  R e d Ch ann e ls was " t he l ow est poin t i n m y I f ac t. th e C omm u nis t P arty of the h isto ry be ing exc ised. 'The r e  is b y pr o ject ed on .OCommun is m in 

lif e . rm s til l _ c o m pen s a t in g fo r th e los ses o f  that period. I U . S . was notorious]y l ag gard in n o w  a w h o le shelf o f pu blished Ame rican Life , .. ii dispamonate, 
u s e d to gi v e to an y  an d all ca us e s. r m m uc h mor e cir - s p ons oring an y his t ory at all . M os t boob on the h istory of the Ne w  free of hyst e ria or dia tribe.. O nl y fu 

bou b ,. Com mun i-;t Party hist o rical mat e- Deal. How many g ive even a pass - an occasiooal bitt e r p a ssa g e abou t cu m s pe ct n ow a t con tri utions: , r ia l ,  u ntil th e appearance of W il - ing menti o n  to the Communist the Soviet Union " this n o
te o

f 

B u t a s  w e  t u n1 th e p ages o f th e - li fe· s to ry of Edwa rd Ha m Z . F os te r's h istory o f  the party prio ri t y, f ully ve r i fied in co n tem - s ch ola rly a l oo fn ess d ropped . 
G . R o b i ns o n w e b e gin t o see th at t he lo wes t point i n  his in 1952, was presented  in anniver- p ora ry  accounts in th e  e ff or ts t o  • • · • 

l if e w as y e t _t o co m e . s a r y ar ti cl es in p a rt y pe riodicia ls . esta
b
lis

h a soc ial security prorga m? If I w er e to s um u p bri efly m y.. • • • If Comm unist accoun h of Com- o wn  picture of the Soviet Union 
It w as  r ea ch ed wh

en he began pros
b·ating himself I� i s no t h a rd to e xpla in the lack m unis t  hist o� hav e been guil ty  of I w � sa y tb:&t its a chieYemenb 

be fo re th e  H ou se U n - Am erica n C ommittee in an attempt of a Jmtor y of the party w hich in- gross lapses m .tbe treat�t of outweigh the c� and diltortioos 
to " cl ea r " him se lf of b is progr essiv e· p ast . elu des al

l 
t he n ecessary in gr e dients !0nner _Comm�ist_ leaders, 1g'l<>r- of �emocracy. despite my revulsion 

We re a d th a t  at his " first pros trati on before the com - . of sch ola r s hip, acc ur acy . c om p lete-1mg_.tbeir contr1bu_tions. �use. of aga1mt the nature and m a g n itu de 
n es s  and a humanity whi c h trans- their later defections or 1gnonng of the latter and my con viction 

m i tt ee · on Oc t o
be r 27 , 1 950. he 

su
bmi tted a 12 

p
a

ge li
st 

c end s b o
th u n- i.c ho larly h ostility them al��. as if ther _had that American socialism m ust  a void 

of all his c o n tri bu tio ns o v e r  a ten y ear pe riod. H e  re cit ed an d subjective bias. No i s su e has nev�r existed, it •. not too �t them. 
th e fu ll 

r eco rd of h i s ac ti_ v:itie s during the w ar
. 

Th
e co m - ev oked m or e- pa ss

ion ate pa rt isan- to � a parallel � the_propeD11ty �6 I?raper,_however. the Sovie t 

m i tt e e  l is te ne d in t e n t l y . They " did not fin d hi m  guilty, sh ip in our time than t ha t o f  .com- of �vi�t Commurust wri!t:rs to smt Unt?D Js a crnne and com m unism 
munism .  the'! history to the political con- a failure. True objectivity c ouJd  in-

hu t n either d id i t  
gi

v e 
him a t  once th

e 
Ha t 

s
t
a

tem e n
t 

o
f 

Som e of tlle mo st f an t as tic dis- vemence of the moment. elude· the viewpoint tha t Sovie
t cl ea ran ce  h e r e pea t ed ly asked f o r. "  to�ns o f Commu nist his t o ry and . _This is bad. It creat� historical e� is no � estar fo r 

· Hi s n e
x
t 

ap pearan c
e w

as. 
o

n Dec. 21 , 1 950. H
e r e

al l

y 
po ltcy a r e co rr

ec te d in su ch a work illiterates at hes� cynics at the �ncans. . B'ut despte the care• 

abased hims If 
t this 

• " • full as F o s
tets. Thi� is not a r ev i ew of worst. And American Communists fully sustamed tone- of Dr ape r ' s 

e - a . s ession an s
wer ing q u est ions y, . Fos t e r ' s book. But it is 

r e l ev

ant to will understand their own history bool, and his notable d eparture· 
c i tin g a gain h i s w ar  r eco r

a
• 

an

d th en  h e to ld t he. U n - . a· revi e w pf nra � · s wo rk . since well only when they look with can- frc_,m several. major- tenet s of t
h e 

Am e ri can s tha t h e had s
ent a transcri pt of his earlie r testi - j D��r makes . muc h of F oster's dor at the whole of it. faith for_ an� ���s 

m o n y  to J . Ed g � 
H

oo v e r 
t o

g .e t h
er 

w i
th 

a 
l
e

tt er in s istin g o
m1� 10n s 

and m accumc ie
s . But these sins� I submit, are still. of American Commumst lmtoa-y ,  it 

that h he t ed b th FBI ·f h f d be T here i s  no doubt tha t the stu• petty as compa,ed to the .-.-ndl falls short of � ,grasp of suc1h 
e pr osec u y e J e we r e o un to dent seeking t o g ra sp the �ce design of historical-deception «;ac- wo�s as the British E .. H . Carr a 

l yi n g. of th e . Communii."t m o v emen t, its ticed on the American people by ?Ji!!orr . of the �hevik R evolo-
H e a1s o t o ld H oo y e r that h e  w ould be h appy to "su

b - s ucces.,es. i ts err or s, 1lc. con tribu- most of our writers. When the his- lion � does not den y t he  ac • 
m i t my s e lf fo r y ou r ex aminatio n o r 

c r o ss - e x a m in a ti o
n w

i th 
ti on s t o t

h
e Am

e ri

can labo r move- tory ol labor's struggles is a com- �plishmmts or chaDen p  of So-­
r ega rd t o an y and all of m y  prior activi ti e s and P<YnO S e to 

. m en t and the - w e lf a re o f t he na- -monplace; when the epic of the I VIet communism althoufdL it is by 

all f ~ � r - t i on can d o n o be t ter . among Negro people is in every school-
I 
no means a partisan acco UD t. 

yo u o m y lif e an d m y fil e s in co nne c ti on w ith a n y in - a v a � a b le w or k s fo r all its de fici- boy's tests, it will be more appro-1 Wb■t _DraP;" does· do 
in � 

v esti gati o
n 

y o u may s ee  fi t to make" . A pretty low m o- . en�� - than the histo r y o f F oster. _priate for others to reproach Com-' book. 
which_ brings t}_ie C ommunist 

m en t i n R o b i ns on .. s l if e I 
� u l

d s ay. · I t  is n eve rtheless tr u e  tha t the story munist: wiiters like Foster who to! 1:arty from its founding to t
h

e 
pe -

• •· • 
R OB I N S O N  is s ai d to have spent aro u nd $-

100
, 00 0  in 

l e gal f ees an d fo r tri ps  to W a shington, hu t  it wasn · t u n til 
A pril 30 , 1 95 � f o llowin g th e a c

to
ts 2 6-w ee Jc ap pearan c e 

in th e lea ding ro le of th e · road co mpan y o f"  Arthur Koest-
, l er • s . an ti -comm unist p l ay " Darbe.u at N oon .... that th e· 

Un - Am

er

i can C o mmi ttee mad e a final dispo si tion of h i s 
case . 

I t w _ as at t h is sess ion that R o binson nam e d  •names . 
The s t ory  goes t ha t h e  was .  i nt e rru pted. whil e r eci ting 
h is  w ar ac ti v i li:es fo r the third' t ime. by c ommitte members 

· who waat ed t o know 
if he h ad  an y  in fo rmation• t ha t wou1d 

be useful to th em . · " I wish t o God  I had.. he said. But 
after " som e proddin g • h e rem embered  th;

: 
n a me s  of m 

peop le who had ap p.r oac hed him to dona te to progtellive 
. cau ses � 

AD the n ames  had been men tione d  b efor e by other 

friendly wi tnesses.· On ce aga in the actor rattled ojf the reco r d � f his contn ou
tions > decl a; iag 

that in the future Gilly -
� 

good 

comerv a ti ve or ganintioiill - would get his doop. -Y • • •
a little IUD shy 

new r __. Rep. W al ter s weetly . H e took th e cu e , s ai
d 

the au dton of Edward G. Bobmson, life 

of _ tl>.e r ise , f all  and clas h o f factions their credit, do not keep from 'the nod, • few yens later_. when . i
t 

within a party that has experienced _people the key to essential chapters �merged fully into w�lic activi ty . 
1 a cen tur, ' s w orth of inne r tu rmoil of their own past history. · • to -�t the American r oots  of ' 1 . · the Amenoan Co�unist �- · 
I s to ry: "re s u

m in g for a moment the jauntiness of Little This is no mean -cwt ii >ution 
Cea s er: to objectmty. iOO!�in& _ l law ao 

"'Oh >P -b • ...t h ]cl· •� . • � many other writers Alliduously ye s, e sai
u,, c uc mg. .u1ere am t roo m 1or hide the fact tLat the- Qmunenist both of us in this to wn -one- of us· has got to go, and it f: Party sre. out of an autheutblly w as me. • A� .ndical movw a t and 

douh t 111111epeNDt flae echniHed ialla--No t �� the verdict now. . Robinson .had j ence « the � Re 11m ut N
n amed  n ames  w hich � what, the UnAmencam had been upon it u a Ruaian compimcy t o  
tryin g to g et  him to do for months. "According to the evi- 1 create an American l»madl-deace p resented t o  this, committee you are a � loyal ! •lftleY• 

and .inten s ely --� Am erican  c imen• said Be p J la tum, I do DOt wilh tD mis-. . ,_..__,, ' . [ �  Draper. Be 
. 

� . .  MooJder .  Also a - � her o ne su c k er ,. R ep . W
al
ter added. 

in d r • ■ - 1 what • � 11 It, w as  the end of a wdkl show. t he,  nmfoorwtna til. • • ..., .. A tale nte d actor ·lrad aacrmce d 
h

is dignity as a man JA 2 11 a • 4
M 

• •  ndlc ell and his sta ture a s  an artiit for. a � mess of potta ge •. � 4 •"!" ..., r f•1r el �.. . _The: fb.lt w1hi1 put it this. w ay. . .. ..-ral .t 1Se rr •11. : 
-rhere are dwe who nw wnber Robinson • • season la &.ir 1 c1 1a1 - • Mell - W aslrin pon as . pliticalfy , 

and even dleatricdy ,.

a lri- • • let Mt ee II d 1 it e vil 
umph. But to . less burdewwcl pahiob. ft presen -1 the oW fa ... W 1 .- I I I l l  
� � of a man polb • tinc h imre H in -o rder t. stwl � 

*
! - = - c • '-- -. •-. 

tJP.right . 
_ fC1 n ll •, • .... 7J 
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