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by Joseph Clark _ 3 '

IN A LETTER to the Daily
Worker (Nov. 12) and in an
article on Hungary {(Nov. 29-30
Eugene Dennis is sharply critica
of the position taken by the Na-
tional Committee of the Commu-
nist Party in its Open Letter and
and of the Daily Worker. He
also takes exception to a column
I wrote (Nov. 7) about the strug-
gle against fascism in four coun-
tries—Hungary, West Geimany,
Finland and Japan.
| Here I'm dealing with the
least important of his differences,
those he expresses with my col-
umn, Re-reading both ° what
Dennis wrote and my’ column,
the issue, as I see.it, is between
confidence that the working
people can bar the way to' fas-
cism within each cowntry and
Dennis’ view that the Red Army
had to be called in to prevent
fascism and war,  at - least in
Hungary. .
Itg\:’?; difficult for me to rec-
ognize any part of my column
in either the letter or article
Dennis wrote, since he did not
choose to quote any of it. And
where he did put quotes around
something I was supposed to

have written, 1 could not find it
in my column. At any rate,
. Dennis writes: _

“And when American bi
business is the main enemy
peace, !l?itloﬂlﬁ liberatipn, demo-

“himself to that

About a Recemt
Letter and Article

MY COLUMN wrote off none
of the dangers Dennis mentions.
What I argued was that the
working people of Hungary are
just as capable as those of West
Cermany, Japan and Finland in

preventing fascism from comin
to power. My column struse&
the role of “U. S, occupation
forces in West Germany in spon-
soring the rebirth' of reaction.”
The only thing I “hailed” was
the successful struggle of the
West Cerman workers against
Adenauer and the “military re-
vanchists.” My column noted
that the Social Democrats (with
the support of the Communists)
have become the leading
of West Gérmany and they have
fought the military draft as well
as the move to incorporate a new
Wehrimacht in NATO.
Similarly about Japan, 1 stress-
ed the intervention of U, S. oc-
cupation forces on the side of
reaction, whereéas the Japanese
people, led by the Socialists and
Communists, prevented a retum

to fascism. And the same suc- -

cess was registered in Finland.
Each of these instances of suc-
cessful struggle against fascism
has been hailed and
on innumerable occasions by
Pravda and other Communist
newspapers the world over,

In view of these experiences
1 asked: “Why then was it con-
sidered inevitable that ﬂ‘ﬁluili
garian wuﬂm’ﬁ clags—after i
not be able to bar the way to
L‘ - r' " - :
. 1.wish Dennis had addressed
question.

But the sole specific “fact” about
such fascist danger which Den-
nis cites came from. my type-
writer. Dennis names forees of
Horthyites and “60.000 diverse

.other fascist agents and bands

which infiltrated Hungary via
the ‘Austrian border.”

Now, the story of the 60,000
appeared in the DW via my type-
writer and it.was-pick:\ up from
the London Daily Worker. The

~dispatch in question did wnot

come from Hungary because at
that time the Budapest corres.
pondent of the London Daily
Daily couldn’t get. his on-the-
spot reports into his paper. It

was on dispatches from
rague, which mentioned 60,000
as the total number of persons

who crgsﬁi‘ the A\lstrian-Huui
garian der over a period o
months. These included all

~ tourists, delegations,. .and . per-

sons whose politics ranged from
Communist to, Fascist.

~_ To cite this as evidence that
the 800,000. members of the
Hungarian Communist  Party
and the millions of organized
Hungarianp workers and the Hon-
garian army of 250,000 could
not prevent fascism is to deny
facts and the class struggle.

My Nov. 7 column emphasiz.
ed the fascist threats in Hungary,
declaring: “What started as a
popular upheaval against Stalin-
ist ions in Hungary was
transformed by the end of last
week into a situation bordering

of anti hs.i:‘ ks and of
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