el

~d

- - economy. They are no long- .
* - -erin a position to'lay down
- .Jaws or to. decide the poli-

- cies “of governments. YOf

~ tourse, they still have in-

" . neth Bradley, in a British
"G overnment- pubhcatron'

-+ /duction’.,
-, quently
* always -be. the prmcrpal

_source of wealth’

 that the independent Afri-’
" their -heads to_build ‘up

o “study of Tanganyika,' pu-
. blished in 1961, it tends to-
- decry basic industrialisation

- instead on agriculture.
-argues that ‘The scope | of; :
-the domestic market is limi-

ted, and its expansion must

- growth of. agricultural - ab+

- deal with the ‘possible deve- -
. <lopment in Tanganyika of
+local manufactures :to - re-

as beer, cigarettes, sugar, |°
. textiles and ‘cement and |-
. .warns - that: ‘Machmery and

s w1despread mcome increase’,
is-'to'a major degree one"|

. of - agricultural- and . live- |
stock development’ (p 491) .

S "Credrble to see the’ extent

" They no longer -hold state

thelr own hands.

i Jmpenahsts to lay down -a
L heavy. . propaganda barrage
"“during the, past few years

- (HMS.O.
. that the economy of Africa

" Development

-of unemployed or under-

industrial expansion’ |
: 233).
' INDUSTRIALISATION

. - terms - of  ‘wattle . extract,
- cashew nuts, lime j juice, de- |

- - products and so forth. After | .
all this, it is not surprising |
to find that in its final sec-.|

-tion, point 1 in"its List; of | §. .

follows :

FRlDAY NOVEMBER l

WHILE Afrlca Iay under +he heel of colomahsm

it was simple enough for the rulérs to ensure

But today they cannot
operate in the same way.

power.over 200 million Afri-
cans: They no longer have

-' thaf industrialisation did not take J)lace. They helclo_
the state power,. they controlle
they laid down. the. l_aws. they decrded the pohcres :

fo be fo"owed
- lolek

the economy,

to whrch the opponents of -
| industrialising Africa push
their arguments.” In the re-

port of one’of the commit-
tees participating in the

undivided control of the |-Convention on Social and

fluence in many states but
they no-longer have the di-.
rect  control - of .affairs m'.

This has * compelled the. |

‘advising’ Africans against
industrialisation. Thus Ken-,

Britain’s Purpose in Africa
"1959), -argued

‘must always be based on
peasant ‘' economy”. ' Mr. |
T. R: Batten (The Problems
of  African Development)_

asserts that “most parts. of/|{ .
- Africa are quite ‘unfitted for
‘large-scale -indystrial pro- | .
and’ that’ ‘conse- |,

‘agriculture - must |

The Internatronal Bank

- Rec¢onstruction -~ and:
- which has’
produced economic deve-

lopment 'surveys of a num- |
- ber “of African territorjes,

betrays a’ consistent -anxiety
can states 'may take it into -

their ‘industry. Thus in its

and to place the emphasis,
It

depend - primarily ' on the

sorption of a large volume:

employed labour through

Even when it comes to

place presént imports, it
concentrates: on such things -

transport -equipment, which

. comprise a fifth of - total -
- imports, must clearly be
: excluded’ : .

- When it comes to consr- 1
- der the’question of expand- | § &
- ing - manufactures - for . ex-

port ‘it can only. think in

‘siccated . coconut, starch

Recommendatrons Is put as

- “The .. task of securmgf"

It is, somettmes qurte in-

e ﬂtf&

R

(p- :?‘

Economic Development in
the Emerging Kenya Na-

-tion, August 12 to 17, 1962,

one can find it solemnly
‘argued that to offset the

decline in the prices of -

Kenya major exports, parti-
larly coffee, -‘the further
expansion|

tal should be devoted to
this purpose’.: (The Kenya

*l "'We Want).-

After this, it -is not’ sur-

prising to read in the elec-
 tion manifesto. prepared by -
the Kenya African Demo-
~cratic. Union for the May

1963 elections:

ECONOMIC
EXPANSION

'EzKenya s - greatest po-

try

prepared to follew the anti-

imdustrialisation pohcy of

the - imperialists - will  not
come| as any great. surprise.

What is more disturbing is-
that |some’.of the major .

national parties in Africa
tend 'to. accept the advice

of Western ‘economic ex-'

perts

In. general, however
can be said that pohtlcal

“opinion in’ Africa is turning.
- increasingly -

towards
rdea of < rndustrralrsatron

( of .tourism’.
should be. considered as the{
- alternatlve for earning fo-
reign exchange and that |
therefore . ‘substantial - capi- - |

tential “economic expan--
_sion lies in the attraction

ot tourlsts ‘to our coun-"'
e 1 Decade (a report prepared -

That KADU should be

it

the .

'Ihe recent report' by the_ A

United ‘Nations. Economic
Committee for Africa on
Industrial Growth in Africa
recognises. . this = advance.
The 51gmﬁcant thing about

this report is. that it is pre-..
dicated on the assumption .

" that industrialisation is- in-
dlspensable ‘to’  economic

growth:| It points out that

‘Rapld industrial expansion
. being accepted as the
ma]or means of economic

growth of the under-deve-~
| vhave

loped -countries’- (p 17).
This conclusion is based
on the calculation that to
bring Africa ‘to the econo-
mic level of the industrialis-
ed countries, the output of

| her agriculture would have

-to be doubled whereas that

“of her industry would have )

to be tncreased 25- fold
' How long will this- take"

| On the basis of a- per capi-

ta ‘annual increase in out-
put of 14 to 2 per cent for
agriculture -and 7 to 8 per.
cent for 1ndustry, the UN

report estirnates that the.

transformation. of . Africa

| from an industrially back-’
ward region t0 an econo-
mically advanced, one would:

- take -about 50 years or pos-

_sibly less. Another estifnate, |

‘given -in° The : Development

by the United Nations Eco-

nomic and Social Commit- |

tee), calculates that on the
basis of a per ‘capita rate
growth for the/ whole of
‘the economy of 5 per cent
per . year, -‘Africa, -to catch

up. the -industrialised coun- .

tries; would need 45 to 60
years.’ If - Africa were- to
build " her' industry". at" the

rate of that taken - by the .
of  Western

countries .
Europe during  their cen-
tury- of ‘industrialisation, it

would take 100 years for.

Africa to ~reach present -|-
world econgmist circles, the

EurOpean levels -

“creased

by lack Woddls

The Afrrcan people are .
certainly - not going- to let |-
‘themselves be tied down -

to such ‘slow -

more raprdly, then,

socialist

ed country to mdustrrahse
‘very raprdly

|'THE FIVE YEAR PLAN

‘The Soviet Union com-
menced- its First Five Year
Plan
after fulfilling = two. Five

" Year Plans, the generation
of electzr ¢ power had . in- .
between seven and -

eight times, the output jof
iron *ard

a half times, of oil by rather
less than' three times and of

cement by three times. The
building of the engineering

industry went ahead.
rapldly It
and. 4
1940, the. output of motor -

stil more:

Between 1928

vehrcles - in -the - Soviet

Union ‘increased - from 840

te 145,000, and of tractors
from . 1,300

countries have made . simi-

Jar phenomenal advances

It was: only “affer consi-
derable discussion that the

Soviet Union finally ham-"
mered. out " its policy of
priority for. heavy " industry -

as the way forward to ex-

pand. the whole economy, -
‘and the First Five Year |

‘Plan . fully ‘émbodied this
new principle. ‘Hitherto, in

B .theory of

_ ‘Western |
[-type’ time-tables as these. -
But if  they are to advance., :
-addition to <maktng a num-
ber of radical political and.’
social changes, they will
‘have 'to abandon capital-

| ist economic . theories. and

.draw ‘on the experience of .
‘the Soviet:Union and: other -
‘countries. - which .
shown in practice -
that, it is' possible “for .an
“economically underdevelop- :

in: 1928. By 1937,

steel’ by .four |-
times, of coal by three and

“to " 31,600. |-
China and other socialist

trialisation via light indus-

‘try first” and ending ~with
| "heavy “industry) held sway.:
| The Soviet Union challeng-

ed’ this conception, . first in

| theory and then in -prac-

tice. Now all the socialist
countries have demonstrat-

ed brilliantly in practice-|

that a drive for ‘basic indus-

trialisation ‘is the quickest-

way. to advance - the whole

-economy -and to raise- hv--

ing $tandards. = “

Yet, as we have seen,
bourgeois economists ‘and.
advisers still work to per-
suade African. leaders and

~governments away from in-
dustrialisgtion, "Where they: |

ife driven to concede the

necessity ,to industrialise, | -

they . try “to limit ‘it to a
question of the simple pro-
cessing of local raw mate-
rials ; and even when they,
have to go beyond this,
they strive to encourage ~the

“idea that the building . of

heavy industry can only, be

an ultimate, aim, the: culmr- '
| wation- of a long effort; to
build" up the economy in |
‘stages—first agricultire,
“then light

industry, and

ﬁnally heavy rndustry

 ECONOMIC -
PROGRESS

A “valuable, exposure ‘of
these theories has
made by Maurice Dobb in
his tecent study on Econo-

mic - Growth and Under- |

developed Countries (Law-
rence & Wishart, London,
1963 : - 3s. 6d) Dobb con-

_centrates his argument
‘around the key economic |
:question facing the newly

developing countries—how

can they make- the -most:
‘raprd economic = progress.
He “shows absolutely con-

vincingly that the drive for..
basic - industrialisation - is
‘the answer. The key pro-’

blem is how is the* econo- |
'theorrtlclans who - are an-

_xious to delay Africa’s in-

mic surplus each year to be.

utilised so that it promotes -
rapid economic growth. In

many new African states’
much of it is absorbed by
various. .forms of excess’

-consumption by the upper

class, by hoarding at home

and abroad, by flamboyant

" capital goods- -and:
“which "make consumer
: goods which ‘will' determine |

been.

‘strides forward.

| ,spendmg for personal ‘08~
| tentation, .. by the.- mainte--

.| nance of- unnecessan]y large

.- {.and - unproductive : bureau-

- 7-{ cracies which have been en- |
.| couraged: very, often by the

former colonial power -in

‘the final stages .of its sur-

rendering . pohtlcal control,
and_ sometimes by ‘expen-:

-} sive:military ‘éstablishment.-
*.| There:aré ‘also_‘many un-

tapped: resources and forms

" | of waste.

‘texttles ._ll'St '
- (i.e. a slow path to indus-

But the main thmg Whlch

‘needs to be emphasised. is -
that it is-the way in which
-a newly ‘developing country
be-

distributes. investment..
tween industries which make
those

Jts-rate-of -economic growth.
And"-if -sufficient = invest-
ment is inade in- expanding
capital - goods, then, how-
.ever small the usable surp--

. lus- may-be to begin with,
| its ‘rate _ of . growth (if the-
‘appropnate ‘political -and

socidl orgamsatlon exists to..
‘mobilisé and inspire human |

“endéavour) will develop” at

a staggermg rate. ’

DOBB S EXAMPLE

 Dobb’s anthmetlcal ex-
-ample -is useful- here. He -
poirits out that-if we were.
to .start with ‘an, irivestible-

- fund’ growing at ‘the rate of
2 per cent a year, at the end .|
of 20. years ‘it. will have in- |

creased by 50. per ¢ent, and
after 100 years by
only seven’ times. But if the
growth rate can be stepped .

up to 10 per: cent, then the

initial -amount available for

.| investment - will . have in-
‘| creaséd two and a half times
~1'in a decade and.by six .of

-seven times ‘in: 20, years.-By |
“the“end- of 4 century, it will:
'| be-in. the neighbourhood of

sevetal - thousand times !
‘Thus, . once an- adequate

‘Tate:growth has beén
achieved by ploughing-back

the-" mcrement .there wﬂl

“soon -be an " ample margm
{o . ihcrease ‘both™consump- .

tion and 1nvestment ‘at-the’

g same fime.

In ‘other Words, by mak-

“ing -strict - economies - and
»postpomng

n o n-essential
consumptron ‘for” a. time,
one very: quickly reaches. a

- position .in which ‘it is pos-

sible" to start makmg huge
‘in raising

liviig ~ standards. Caprtahst

dustrialisation’ pretend that.

‘the: policy of .giving prrorlty

to’ investmient in -heavy, in-
dustry means one of for--
going consumer ‘benefits un-

- til some long-distant date in

the future In reahty, 1t is

mdustnahsatlon whrch will
“enable ‘the. ralsmg of stand-
“ards - to be
“rapidly.

.the ' new - Afncan

must obvrously ‘g0 0. ex-

/pand 'consumer. goods pro-
duction in order to. supply
the - needs..of ‘the - growing

‘army of. workers. . Social
‘needs, . suich as - housing;
health facilities, better edu-

cation .and so on, ‘must b&

met; they are essential to

help the workers: increase

productrvrty, for it is ob-

vious' that lack ‘of -training? -
-and . skill, and -debilitating

lllnesses——gnm legacies of,

colonial rule—are a barrier : .
- to higher productivity. For
the same reason there needs. '

~to 'be " provision for higher’
wages and a system of so-

cial security; But for .quite

a foreseable ‘time ahead it
will be necessary for prio-

made most.

No one. would argue that
states "
T should diVert -100: per cent. =
‘of their investment *funds:

to-expand ‘thecapital goods. .

sector, Part: of the surplus, -

even in the earliest stages,

159653': -

rity to be given to ‘capital

goods productiori to the
extent that it ‘enables - the . .
' given country to ‘achieve-a = -

.sufficientlys high - rate of

growth t0 enable a- raprd ;

expans1on -of the total eco- .
‘nomy. -

REVOLUTIONARY
CHANGES. -

the need for industrialisa-

tion in one- short article, it.
has not been possible. to .

-deal with 4 whole number
of related problems. Consi-

deration needs to be given -
- to" the  various miethods of
accumulatmg caprtal with-.

in the country. . Techni-

-cians - and skilled- workers.

have to be trained. :
+ Revolutionary . * changes

‘need to be made in agri--
culture so as to enable a. -

quick growth in that:sector,
too, and. to.enable the new

‘scientific . methods and
farm machmery
“effectively "' utrhsed "~The L

| State sector. of the economy
-should be built up and, at"

foreign -

a certain stage,

1 o n o polies natlonahsed L
Economic planning is es- -

sential so that the concen-

Of course, " in explammg-' .

e’

tration of funds .and re-- ¥ °

sources and effort can be -

made .on the most import- j

ant sectors of the economy. -
Control -of foreign trade
and a ,sound trade pohcy
will make possible ‘the 'best
use of ‘foreign exchange: -
~‘earnings. Economic rela-

'tions- of ‘one-sided depend- -’
ency on the imperialist po; -

wers must ‘be ended.- Rela-

_X contmued OH page 5
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The future looks brlght for modern G‘rhana
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The Problem ol Industrlallsatlon
-in Atrlca

'Cont'inued from page .4» .
ﬁ.

: t10ns of mutual economic
benefit with the - socialist:

countries - hold  many . ad-

| vantages for African states.

In particular, on the
central question of indus-
tnahsatlon, there is a strik-

|.ing difference between the’
spolicy  pursued by 'the §0-"
| cialist countries and that. of
the imperialist powers. |
Whereas the . latter divert |
'| most of their funds in Afri-

ca to the production and

export, of “raw. .matefials;

the socialist countries, to
the extent of -their practi-
tical possibilities, are ready |

to build - whole factories

which;, when .. completed,
belong entn'ely to the new:

African -states. This is of
considerable help in -assist-

ing: Africa to overcomé her

colonial . economy and to
become mdustnahsed :

- |-1 There iis -one final .point

- about industrialisation. in

Afnca wh1ch needs to be

emphasised. Here,“in . thls_,

article, we :have been main-

'ly. concerned to explain the -

reasons for Africa’s -econo-

| mic backwardness and the -

poverty of her people, -and -
to point to the path of in- .
‘ dustrialisation as the way '’
forward. At the . moment-
-there are 32 soverelgn Afri-

can’ states; = before:- long |

there will be over 50

ECONOMIC
'MADNESS

can states, -

populated by only a few
hundred thousand people,-
were to embark separately -
on its.own path of indus- |
trialisation ‘the task would
be ‘immense. Economic co--.
 ordination, regional ' deve-
lopment, - all-African plan-
‘ning—this is the surest way .
‘| to a rapid advance of Afri--
-ca’ s economy. To take Afri-
ca’s water-power resources |-

© | electric- projects,
- -each  state, would..be eco--:

~ Obviously; if each of the.| Tomic madrness.

50 or so independent Afri- |

some of them | .. '.h the Congo and.Nor-

them ‘Rhodesia, iron :ore.
in Liberia, Guinea, Gabon,'
‘Mauritania and -other West |

“as onge example, _these na- -

turally fall .into several key-

regions-which -could be the

-basis for an “electric - grid-

system,. first . ‘regional: and :

‘then linked “up. in an -all-
: Afncan “grid. . The _alterna- -
-tive” of - bulldmg ‘simulta- -

neously over . 50 hydro- -

~one -for

Similarly, |

the- ‘concentration :of . mine- -

-rals- in certain regions. (cop-

" African -states, bauxite “in

‘Guinea,” ‘Ghana, the ‘Came: |

‘Toons,- etc.), - the" suitability -

“for- some "regions for live--

stock development .others

for. growing -cotton. - and de:

veloping a’ textile mdustry

.—all _ this underlmes the

amportanee of has '
- drive 10 all-Afncan‘umty
As long as-different Afn--

3 ‘ Ithe

can states remain within ‘the’’

'sphere’ “of - différet Timpes
rialist’ economies, -

Topg
will the possibilities 'of, all--
African economit’ plannmg
and” development. :be! ‘hain- -
pered. The-: upmotmgs :of

-imperialism in. Africa -is:
-therefore essentlai for

strengthening African unity
and ‘making -

speedy '.economic : progress. -
will :be ..

“And - thig . process .

hastened' 1f the Repubhc .of
South - Africa, the conn-
pent’s. most -industriali

_state, is- restored 10 1he
“African_ people, ,
cdn give -powerful assnstanee
'|:to the - mdustnahsanon of .

thatlt

/ ’».."' B t é s _‘::‘

vthe whole conunent. B R

pos51ble Afede
ca’s. industrialisation - and

Tt



	Pages from Woddis spark-47-2.pdf
	Pages from Woddis spark-47-3.pdf



